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SlonilDsky -- lo/AR AIiIl RELIGION 

6/15/42 

Ldo not believe that war is evil~ 

I do not believe that pacificislll. is way ot achieving peace . Intransigent 

religiosity of c.o. is of no value . 

Goodness must arm to aeldeve goodness . 

Goodness must clothe itself with reality. 

World is so constituted that a hard necessity has been laid upon spirit 

to enter nature . World does and will not belong to God untll it is won 

over to God by those who return to nature to do the job. It is. finite divinity. 

It is Functiorurl monotheism that remains to be achieved -- am mAy be 

defeated . 

Questions: 

1 . What attitude should religion take toward the 'War 

2. ~t effectiveness can religion have in waging war 

:3 . ':nat prospect$ will religion have at end o"f war 

< " 

Religion as manifest is unreal. and 1ne!fective. Unreal because it toucbes 

individual and not states , which ara moved by power politics . Unreal beca.use 

it '!"ajects empirical forces that shape the world, withdraws into va.cuum. 

Unreal because it serves ror pay -- is an industry. 
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1 . Religion cannot reject the war out of fatuous religious pacifism. 

To submit because of abstract moral principle __ is also to remove 

itself fl:'om shaping the peace , and to retire to ivory tower. 

2. Religion must come to grips with reality __ spirit must enter nature. 

And spirit must remain leaven .... itbin nature . This is heroic task of 

religious man. To be effective in war and peace religion must espouse 

and make its own that cause for which we fight __ the common man. 

This means the common man who bas been left out (the Negro) , the 

economic democracy (not only political). But. this authentic religiosity 

would disarr ay tb~ established religion. Look at the difference 

between Russia (non- religious?) and Italy (religious?). Religion 

may well disappear as a force in its own right if it does not cha.nge. 

3. EA-ternal fate o'f religion - it must wait on the forces of the world 

until it becomes one- of the forces . The Orient will emancipate itself 

from the West after the war . Rm: rellgicm will fare in the East "'W'ill 

depend on how religion acts in the war ., If it continues to look 

down on yellow man (American missionary i:tnpU.cations) it will disappear 

there. In the west religion will deciQe its own fate qy the cbo~ce 

of sides it makes - liberal or reactionary. The faith that religion 

will make the right choice will help it make that choice .. 

Wha t can religion be in a wer ld of Machtpoli til< , for such the 'World is 1 

In such a. world religion can _only be pious sentiments. Two worlds which do 

not touoh. Row to effect interpenetration? This question sums up goal of 

history. 
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Religion must not be content to teach what justice and righteousness 

are, but must seek to endow them with arms. Right without might is lin unreal 

abstraction. Right must capture the might. Slow.mol"Alization of force 

is the secret of God at work in history through heroi.c ani Godlike men. 

God is not a71' 7W '31':1, - - he lIlUst be made that, and he.may never 

become it. 

The religious character of all heroism is to make God. ~;,. r:lS C7f(? 
the Atlantic Charter, the 'Four Freedoms of FDR, the People ' s B1w. of 

Henry Wallace we find a religious_politic. 

a) Basic is tbe freedom of personal religion - _ so that onc,e in history 

a Jeremiah comes 

b) Freedom for both sides to speak 

c) Freedom from secret police 

d) Freedom from want. 

Spinoza stands between Machiavelli and Hegel. They deny the dualism 

of' nature and spirit. Only the str ong 1s right. We infer from these 

Itgorgeous pagans", the enemies of i1'1'D n."n , that goodness lmlSt become 

strong. ThelS'e three supreme t-ruth- tellers show what we lD1lSt do - - the 

world 1JlUSt be made God ' s -- it does not belong to him now. This is where 

we split from them. 

Religion is the name of power in the service of goodness . That power 

comes from God -- no one but genius derives it. 
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6/16/42 

Newms.n -- Preaching in War time 

Horl d must evoke images in order to produce emotional response . If 

preacher isntt roused, the congregation isn't. Preaching should be 

inspirational. 

1. Essential themes remain the same __ illustrative material is couched 

in different ter.ms. 

il Jew1F>h source material also remains the same, but that which is 

selected varies, depending on what appeals to preacher. 

2. Stories of Jewish heroism under fire -_ to bol&ter courage, etc . 

Read Jewish press carefully. 

J . Patriotic ma terial -- Americanism. 

4. Scan papers and magazines for stories with spiritual depths. This 

applies to problems of international settlement -- select dramatic angles. 

5. Material from association with people in sorrow. Notice reactions 

rabbinical eavesdropping on life. 

6. Young people __ war mar-riages -- has~ separations. Learn from them. 

7. ~Why has God forsaken me? I must forsake Him." 



( 5 ) 

6/18/42 

Gideonse 

Preaching wamerad off into foreign fields -with sad results. (''lergy 

should not be solely students of social problems. 

Free market and enterprise depended on sanctity of contract and not on 

private property (as asswued), which is a moral abstract, linked with a 

strong moral foumation to society. This "as the situAtion in 19th -- early 

20th century. ',ilien the moral -1.nheritance begins to run out, then free 

institutions disappear. 

Keynes removes empbasis from tbe fact that the difficulty waS ~lstribution 

of incolli9 -- but rather the difficulty is the differential in the urge to spend. 

This varying intensity in the spending urge led to business cycles. 

Problem of post-war planning is not economic but moral. There comes a 

saturation of necessities and large part of income goes to luxuries. Then 

comes need for moral jud.gment in regard to spending. 

There must develop after the war either a continuation o"f force, in an 

effort to channel.ize funds into keaping other people busy (Fascists ani Communists); 

or in a free society there ~st develop a recognition of the moral ~uivalent of 

wa~ spending for such things as education am housing. 

:.fith so much of incotrle in sphere of .free choice (i.e. above amount for 

necessities), then spending must be controlled. In war the control is automatic 

all funds go into war. III peace what shall happen - funds must be policed by 

cO~Dn agreement to devote them to moral values. 

Thus in discuss~on of post-war probletllS, moral stake is gr~ 'test because 

problem is not really economic but moral. 

Old moral foundation for free enterprise 1s disappearing. New ~ral 

r~undation for planned economy is necessary. 
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6/17/42 

Feldman __ Preaching 

¥d.lltary strategy and tendentious journalistic sermons have no place 

in the pulpit. 

What Jewish significance -- moral, religious is there to what you want 

to say? 

Friday night sermons should be adult educational as well as ir~pirational 

and hortatory. B00k reviews -- not secular, but on Jewish books. Current 

book reviews given in saries during week, not Friday . 

Calendar anniversaries from history. 

Feldman -- Preachin~ 

Sabbath morning -

Sedra is skeleton. 

6/18/42 

Rather tha.n sticking to Five Books, move into "interior" of Bible . 

Series on Psalms, £or example . Select text and then use that as basis 

of personal talk. Ps. 32 -- is penitential, aI'ter stUbbornness on part 

of sinner, who then gives advice -- "he not like the horse." 

Next came a series on !1isble; than Joshua. 

1,1; 1,3; 4,7; 6,10; 11,15; 14,12; 15,12; 15,19; 17,14; 20,2; 

21,45; 22,5; 22,31; 22 , 19; 2),6; 24,1}; 24,15; 24,4; 24,27; 24, 22 

Judges, Samuel 2 (2 years), short stories of the Bible, Micah 2, 

robbing children of God ' s glory; 4, the end of days; 6, wher8"'" ..... i th 

shall we come before the Lord. 
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6/18/4Z 

Sirrler 

P.uslc as a major subject in the religious school . Must be good music, 

because even kids are musically conscious these days . 

1. The :.seembly 

A. Special Holiday Songs 

B. Psalms set to music 

126 (?S. I), 186 (19. 23) 

c. ~ in general 

#256, 131 (Passover), 187 (Succoth) -- Use of solos . 

2. !fu.s1c as Club ~ctivity or -Special Class - for older children 

A. ~ -- piyuttim -- 176, 159 

B. Lives of composers 

Solot:lon Sulzer 

Lewandowski 

Achron 

Heinberg 

Bloch 

C. Hebrew Modes - see Wax p . 580 

D. Husical Papers to be 1lritten 

a . 1-1o:5io in Bible 

b. Synagogue Composers of 19th - 20th centuries 

c. Jewish Artists on Concert Stage 

d. Palestinian Sanss 

e . Music in Cbasidism 

f. Yiddish Folk Songs 

Blbliograp!1Y of Janish Records -_ - Ie' Foul'ldation; Betro Co., 2nd ,"A",v ... ~. ___ -, 
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6/17/42 

Bradley 

Protestantism contains large increment which desires to by-pass the 

conflict, a sort of passivism which will allow this increment to participate 

only when the "sinful" part of the struggle is over a.nd the "peaceful n part 

begins. This is a low ebb of Cbristiani ty. 

Jud~eQ-Christian tradition "is based on a covenant between Man ani God. 

Democracy is based on a sense of ~e importance of this covenant relationship. 

Some Protestants go back bey-on1 the classic and revert tio the propbetic. 

Jesus should be a Jeremiac figure and not a. Platonic. Lewis Mwnford, 

Dorothy Thompson, especially Reinhold N&ibubr are plugging this point of view 

constantly rea£firming the Hebrew roots of civilization. Stake or JUdfeo

Christian tradition is basic in the war __ prima.ryreason for i'i.sbting the war. 

This is not militarism but realism. Last act of political importance 

is .force. Som& say there is paradox here. Ho,", by coercion can you establish 

this free covenant? Wa.r is simply desper.ate but necessary final measure 

to ensure the covenant of our point of vieW'. 

Fascism takes hold only in a s~tuation of higb industrialization and high 

li~eracy. These two brand-new factors in civilization (less tban 100 years old) 

are warped in Germany -- do they have to be? Question nO'"W' in the 'World is wba t 

to do with these two factors. Are they to be urder control of covenant idea or 

under control of de~nic idea. Individualism of 19th century is impossible to 

organize these two things. Par~ system, for example, is outworn -_ question 

is ~hether new t,ype of setup shall be government of people, or of technocrat 

self-constituted elite. Now class system not party system -- shall government 

be constituted of people socially conscious or selfishly conscious? I begin to 

have more feeling of confidence. 
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Stake of religion: 

1. Global pOlitical order -- detaUs vary, but absolute global 

government is essential __ we must not get side-tracked into 

regional outlook, which 1s gTeatest danger and represents deVil's 

tempta ticn. 

2. Planned economy -- on regional basis . Trade must cease being 

trade am become production aD! distribution -- world trade 

terminology is ugl,y. 

) . Cultural individualism -- less economic freedom for exploiter 

and entrepreneur, and more freedom for cultural self-determination. 

Less talk of minorities and more of cultural variegations . 

Van '~ck Brooks: Oliver Allston 

e Third depends on first two, cannot exist except under conditions 
e 
( of political globe and economic regions. Then personal life in family 
( 
( and little group can flourish privately and spiritually. 
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Y. K. deals with the in:lividual -- the sinner. 

R. H. deals with the 'Whole people. other nations, God, history, the 

universe . Israel 1s one of history's persons . 

The making of God King through the mediAtion of his instrument_ the 

Jews is the p,hllosophy of' Jewish history. This necessarily carries with 

it suffering. 

The Jews were chosen arbitrarily -- love is blind -- it is d~stiny. 

And suffering is a mark of love. 

n'l,,::n 

In this section it says -- you, God, know everything which everyone 

does -- and you reward and punish accordingly .. 

This is very diffioult to conceive, but ii" ;.;'e dontt Agree to some form 

of this, then ·we are a theists .. 

The question is: bow to make a resolution between the relig:ious naivete 

of' n'l"~T and the utter extreme of atheism? No God __ then a.nything goes. 

All we can say is this : There is no personal God who will payoff. But 

in some half-blird, stumbling way we think it adds up to sometbi:ng. It has 

to __ or we all go crazy. 

Values dare not and will not be lost. Ef~ort cannot be lost -_ it must 

add up to SOW&thing. 
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There may not be personal retrlbu.tion -- but.. there can be no forge-tting 

in a cosmic sense. Good. and evil cannot be just evaporations . The!'e must be 

conservation of heroic efforts . 

This is bellef in God. 

In Neilah servic e. 

WK~D ~"w n;'~~ nn. 

"Thou hast from the beginning sat man apart and mtade him florthy- to stam 

be.fore thee." 

'l'houhast recognized man - - be alone can stand bef'or9 thee. lolan is a 

small god confronting the great one - a partner or an enellW", able to help 

or hinder god. 

Believing in God and. being Jaws is next to impossible unless there is 

a genuine appeal to honesty and courage and cnivalr,y. 

To speak o£ OMnipotent and omniscient God just doesn ' t make sense. 

kforld is not run by a V.aster Spi.tit but broken into two parts. God is 

represented 1D much the lesser part there 115 as lIlUob evil as good. Religion 

is the dramatic attempt tc help God gr"". 
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You cannot be chosen in this worl d as it is unless chosen for suffering -

and here again 1s the struggle . Without this high sense of ehosenness J being 

a Jew is a fantastically grotesque nuisance. 

God is the sum of good men and the. source of goodness in these men. 

A gro~'1.ng God -- a god who is to become One a t the end of time -- a god. 

fated to struggle , as man struggles . 

They have their Jesus -- ¥e hAve the Je..nsh people __ both suffering 

servants. 

'The choosing God and the cbosen People both are forced to struggle _ 

and both are having a bard time . 
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¥~sieal Int.erpretation or V' shornru 

Development through past centur.y. 

Synagogue music is Dot an accident. 

Character of V' shomru 1s severe -- serious -- pact __ 07'1, n"'). beb.-een 

Cod and. Israel . Thus martial tones might be expected. But the cont.rary is 

true . 

1\;0 modes for Frlda.~r evening -- n,:aa pD -- neet, restful , peaceful; 
'prince of God . 

and 170· -- also shO'oIs peace ;dth God.. Not sad but peacefuL At a'",. n",l 

it goes into _ j or -- theor-. D7'," •• ;' It'. -- goes back to sweet minor. 

Sulzer - - tried to In'tK8 it all into _jor mode -- which 1s a mistake. 

Robbed it of its DIOod. Tried to keep to spirit of text _ rather th~n spirit 

of' prayer. 
with 

This was in keeping 91 general refora spirit of the day. 

Remove orientalism. 

Lewandowski -- Realized what was miasing, but still didn't return 

altogether. Be reta in,ed major .ood. - but .t least us ed 

was his halt-return. 

That 

This version was scored for choir and congregation. First 

part of this is in Union Bymnal. 

Sol. Naumburg -- in Fr~nce, 'm1ddle of 11th Century, makes ef.fort to !"'8turn 

to original sources. S:nall choir -- pretty good. 

There was revolt against extreme reform, even though there 

was some.mat a desire to D\B.tch the German reform in Odessa, for example. 



( 2 ) 

David N01'1ak.owski -- never studied formally -- but. felt nec9ssity of 

retaining no , 1 . Agreed. vi t.h Sulzer ani Lewarxiowsld. on form, etc. 

but wished to use no, 1 

(Ahad l1aam __ Bialik went to his shul) 

Schlesinger -_ MObile , Ala . - - wrote music for first Union Prayer Book 

and this bas been adopted all over America __ but he didn ' t UOOerstand 

synagogue music . His stuf'f is ~ curse on synagogue ... _ 11e doesn't know 

prayers or mood or anytMng Je-.ash. His V' sbomru 15 Mozart. 

Edward Stark - in San Francisco, tried to react against this -- ani 

did so in R.H. and Y.K. service. 

( Sparger -- Emanuel Serv:ices -- P'\rt I ) 
( ) 
( good for use . ) 

Binder -- n :U1 n:l n 

Try second. V' sbomru __ simple . 
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Order of Service 

n,' 'l'I'7 l'~ 

P't-ogrBJt-ma.king .for balance is an art. 

1 -- 1s long 

2,3,4 -- short 

5 -- long 

or (., " .,'1 ) (1 

,:),'3 (2 

Yb" (3 

i1:l1'O:l "'0 (4 

"0117'1 (5 

Yolly the Words (6 

Klddush (7 

Anthem (8 

,,",-, (Sermon) (9 

.'1" l"M (10 

~., ,:».,1 have ceremonial value - atId (2) ':1,1 must be 

interpreted with humility. sanctity and dimity __ as a call to prayer .. 

(3) ,b" -- exaltation and poyer. 

(4) ."D) 'D 

poKer and. ma1esty. 

comes from :'.,D ,.w -- Also expresses 

There is no established nD , 1 for these three 

fZ68 in hymnal. -- ':I,l by Sulzer is standard. 

Lewandcr..rski has ",,:1 with great cereIliOnial value -- something of 

the trope in the first word. 
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American synagogues , which cut out everything else, paid great .a.ttention 

to ti'.eS& three responses. "Emanu.-El." - - Spicker- Sparger has good set. 

YDW by Bloch is good. 

nlv nln 

n~17 11~1 

Binder -- three sets ot JDW'::J 1 1 - 
~,;;. ....... -t~7·· 

second set i~ good . 

Binder -- these pieces have ceremonial value -- chords 

of ancient rites . 

Bloch - - Je~~isli wo-rk , thougb hot traditional. 

, 
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'</15/'<3 

BibliogrsDhy for Passover 

Choral by }!ozart -- "Jehovah Reigns Forever" 

• Bandel -- "l'banks be to Thee" -- H. W .. Gray edition for Unison Chorus 

Rossini, opera -- "Moses in Egypt" 

one part -- Prayer -- Schirmer edition, mixed vo"ices. 

second VC:llume Sulzer or LewlDdowsk1, in Hymnal. 

Handel -_ "Israel in Egypt" -- possible excerpts 

1) 1st am 2nd recitativ8S 

2) 81 to solo -- "Their lana brought forth frogst'l 

• 3) chorus "He sent a thick darkness" 

4) chorus -- 1'But as for his people" :recorded. by Beecrum 

• 5) chorus "And Israel Saw" 

6) chorus "And Believe in the Lord" 

7) final two reei ta tl ves .a.nd chorus 
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4/}0/4} 

What is lIOdern Synagogue music? What does it ala to do? Who are 

the people in 1 t, etc 1 

School ot lIOdem Jewish music ls not accidental -- but ou~~ 

or Haskalah .,vement. 

In genaral, first, what is lIOdern llU5icl Discord, which was 

introduction ot black uJ"s. Bu.t in the 20'. it vas terr1tic - now the 

_ernists have ~rod _-..bat. 

In Russia, which began to dey.lop oa.ltural.1.y" in 19th century, music 

grew around tba troJoendous l1tvu of tba Orthodox Clluroh. Ma"T TOung 

Jews got into the couervator1es -- boys 11k. Heifetz al'd ElJun got 

spechl peraiss10n to live in larc. citt •• like Itoscow aM St. Petersburg. 

Illiuq-Korsakotf 0 .... said to group of J-uh bo;ro -~ don't TOU 

writo Jewish llUSio, for which you have 10", trad1t1oll&l haokground7 Iou 

write bad Russian ssic -- why not write good J.w:1sh IIWIlcl" 

In 1908 this group organ1 seci t.heu.lves into Jewish Folk: Song Society 

at:d colleoted. folic songs and. texta. Thu society f'u.nctioned until 1914. 

Used. to publ.1.sb Jewish JalSic and have concerta. These _n were conservator,y

trained, not ..... teurs. 

These _n vere also conteaporaries of Stravinsky, in the sweep of the 

d.v.lo~nt ot modern music -- and they applied these principle. to the 

harmonization ot Jew1.ah lIllSic. 
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Three eldenta of lIDlSic - mel0d7, hat .. :n::G", rhytha. Jews don't 

bave rhythm in their 1IUsic, because dancing was never prevalent, only 

at religious occasions __ Slmcbas Torah, a wedding, etc. and. dancing 

was by _n alone, not together with we_no 

We do excel in _lod;y. 

Question of harmony is quite new_ 

Hodern b&l"D)Dles, with their bit. aDd tang, s.~ to express 

Jewish history. liso their SterDD8S8 characteriee. the prophet.1e 

spirit. 

Modern composers try to retain the ancient ", ody and the Jf!IW 

or the cantillation ~e or Huachoa. 

They don't try to imprison the ... lod;y in rhyt.b!!, but kept the 

oriental mood. 

Thoy foum that modern ba"'0I\I fita the "",od of tho Jew -- but 

al.o trying to find an .... tarn bamol\Y to tit ... torn IIlls10. This i. 

the crux or the utter. 

Good Jewish .".10, with IOSlod;y, c:&n be killed, either by imposing 

rbytha, or by wrong bar.>r:o". 1.e ...... rlean or western. 
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Kant (1724-1804) 

bolds that .. n a. a rational being is unconditlona.l.l3' bound to contorw. 

to a certain rule of right, or "categor1cal. illperaUve" ot reason. He holds 

that an action is not good unless done fro. a good motive, and that th1e 

motive aust be essentiallY' different from natural incl.1Dation of any kind; 

duty', to be dut¥, .uat be dODe tor duty's sake. A.ll rules of duV IPlSt be 

applications of this general prineiple. This deduction 1s the most 

original part C>! Kant', doc_. 

Another aportont pecul1u-1ty of Kant" doctrine 10 h10 develo_nt 

or tho cOlUlection between duty and free-v1ll. He hold. that 1t 1s through 

our .oral conaclo1l8Dess that .. know va are tree; in the cognition that 

I ought to do what 1s right because it i8 right and not 'because I like it, 

1t is implied that th10 pur.1T rational volition 1s poss1ble; that 'liT 

action can be d.tarained not through the necessary operation or the 

natural stimnl1 ot pleanrabl. and pa1..nt11l. .teeling:s, but in accordance 

with the 1.&v. of • true, reasonable sell. The real.1zation of reason, 

or of huun villa so tar as rational, thus presents itself as the absolute 

erx:l of duty; ani we get, •• a new tOl"!l of the f'und.amental., pra.ctieal 

rule. "act.o •• to treat hu..nity. in th1'selt or atV' other, as an end 

alva)'ll, aDd. never as a :Ileana oDlJ".· 

We ... ,. observe too that the notion or !'reedoa connects eth.1cs with 

jurisprudence in a s1aple and. str1k1ng .. nner. The 1'und. .... ntal aill ot 

jur10prudence ,10 to rea110e orlornal treed ... by r....,ving tho hindrance. 

imposed on each one's 1'ree action through the interferences ot other wills. 

Ethics shows how to realize internal freed.oa by resolutely pursuing 

rational eOOs in opposition to those 01' natural. inclination. U we ask 

what precisely are the ends of reason, Kant's proposition that "aU rational 

beiDga a. such are ends in theaselvea for every raUonal being" bal"d.4 gives 

, 
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• clear answer. It Jdght be interpreted to .... n that the reault to be 

practically sought is siaplT tho dovelopoent of the rot1onalit,r of all 

rational. beings - such as .en -- who. ve find. to be as yet 1JIperfect.1Jr 

rational. But this is not Kant's view. Be holds, iDdeed, that each an 

should aa at _king biaselt the ZIIOst perfect possible instrwlent cd 

reasoD; but he expreuly" donies that the perfection of others can be 

sb:1.l.arly pre.cribed. al an eIId to each. It 1s, be sa,., -. contradiction 

to regard ..,..eU as in dut,r boUlld to _to tho perfection of another ••• 

& contradiction to _ke it a dut)' for ae to do sa.thiDg tor another 

which DO other bQt h:1uelt can do.· In what praotical .... , the, .. I 

to uk. othel" rational beings 'Jl'f eDds? Iant'. answer is that what each 

is to aia at in the case of others 18 not Pertection, blt Happiness, 1.e. to 

help th .. to attain tho.e pOlrOlT subjectivo ends that are detenainod for each 

not by reason, but by natural 1ncllDation. Be expla1na also that to seek 

one's own happinesa cannot be PN.cr1bed as • duty, because it is an en:i 

to which every .... is inevitahlT iapollod l>T natural inclination: but that 

just because each inerltably desires his own happiness, ancl tberet'ore 

desires that others should assist h1a in tiM of need, he 1a bound to make 

the happiness of others his ethical end, sinc. he cannot 1IOr-11 y deund aid 

frcm others without accepting the obl.1gation of aiding thea in like case .. 

The exc1usion of private happiness f'roa the ends at which it is a du1;y 

to rla contra.t. strikinglT with the view (of Butler & Reid) that ........ 

rational being, is under a "a.nitest obligation" to seek his own interest. 

'l'he d.1t'terence, bowever, is not really so great &15 it seeJU; since in 

another part ot bis system Kant reootplizes the reasonableness of the 

individual's regard for his own happiness. Though duty, in his view, 

Oltclude. regard tor private happiness, the SUlllllQa bona is not duty alone, 
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but happiness combined with moral worth; the demand tor happiness as the 

reward of duty is so essentially reasonable that we must postulate a universal 

connection between the two as the order of" the universe; indeed, the practical 

necessity ot this 15 the only adequate rational ground tor believing in the 

existence of God. 

Vocabulary ot Philosophy - Wm. neaing, N.Y., Scribnel' & Welford, 1890 

Categorical hperativ8 _ the direct coaa.and "Thou aAalt" of the 

lobral Law. ·Such an Iaparatlv8 as represents an action to be in itseU' 

necessary, alXl without regard to aJl1Vhat out of and herom it." 

(Semple's trans. Heta. of gth1t!', new edition, po. 27) "An 1aperativ8, 

which, irrespective of every 1ll terlor end or aim. co_nels categorically'. " 

(ib., p. 27) "The representation of an objective principle, so tar as it 

necessitates the w1ll., is called a Co_rdment or Reason, am a formula 

representing such 1s callod an Imperative... (lb. t p. 25) This formula 

Kant presents in three torms: -- 1) "Act trca a aa..x:1JI1 at all tiJaes fit for 

lav universal"; 2) "act from that .ax1m onlJ when thou canst v1ll lav universal"; 

3) "act as it the max:1:a of t..t:q- v1ll vere to become, by t.by adopting it, a 

universal law of nature." All three forms point to universality as characteristic 

of the Ethical aperative, the first expresses the authoritative in the law; 

the second indicates that the will Imlst be its own legislator; am the third, 

that the imperative belongs to the fixed law of nature. 

DictionarY of Pbilosophy -- ad. D. D. Run.s -- N.Y., Phil. Library, 1942 

Categorical Imperative _ the supreme, absolute moral law ot rational, 

s.lf-dotermining beings. Distinguished fro. hypothetical or coniitiocal 

imperatives which admit of exceptions. Kant formulated the categorical 

imperative as follows: "Act on maxies which can at the S8lII8 time have for 

their object themselves as universal lavs of nature. 

Otto F. Kraushaar 
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La Rochoroueauld. Francois do (1613-1680) 

Kexj·· __ re-edited frequently during author's l:1te. 

about 700, rarol,y oxceeding 1/2 page in length, usuall,y 2-3 lino. 

-The view of conduct which they illustrate is usua.l.l,y summed up in the 

words 'ever;yth.i.ng 1s reducible to the IIOtive of self-interest.' But the 

phrase is misleading. 'lb.. "'p" are in no reapect .ere deductions froa 

or applications of any such general tbeor,y. They are on the contrary 

independent jud~nts on di1terent relations of life, dil!erent affections 

of the bUll&D 1IliDi, and 80 forth, troll which, taken together, the general 

view may be deduced or rather composed. With fev exceptions La Rocbe!oucauld's 

max1ms represent the u.tured result of the renectlon of a man deeply versed 

in the business and pleasures of the world, ani possessed of an extraordinarily" 

tiDe and acute intellect. The excellenee of the literary .adium in vh1ch 

they are conveyed is even 1II0re resarkable than the soundness of their ethical 

iIIport. 

In uniting the four qualities of brevity', clearness, tullness of l18e ni ng 

aoo point, r. RochetoucauJ.d bas no rival.. His Maxims are never mere epl.graJB5; 

they are never plat1t1ld.es; they are never dark sayings. 
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Theologr for OUr D&T 

Theology is not a Jewish category. It is borrowed trom a Christian 

situation -- comes from a religion in which the centrality is belJ.,af. In 

such a religion theology formulates the conception of that religion. 

In Judau. the peopJ.e ita.lt conatitutea the theolog. Paul :roUllded 

• now religion by divorcing it fro .. the Jew1ah people and law, thereby 

1Dilcating the two _in tenets of the religion he vas lea'Ying. 

Thus we see bow baslcal.l7 JlXiaisa di1'tera tro. Christianity -- one is 

based on people and law, the other 115 based on belief. Christianity bas 

no rootage in a soU. Judaisza bas concrete rootage in • people, but for 

that very reason its message is broken by passing through the pri8lU of 

the personal1. ty of the bearer. 

Geiger in his youth was great.l7 drawn to universalism. The tribalism 

of Juda1.sa seemed to h1a to be a cause for despair. Howev~rt at end of 

long lite, the power of Judaism became apparent to him in that very

character. He saw that £oU:-indiv1dualities always bred great contributions 

(Greek sculpture), and that these things did not COID8 from universal clouds .. 

He said that in the very lack of people ani language lay the greatest 

weakness ot Clr1stianity -- "a mere spirit." "Christianity bea_ra the 

seed of sickness because it arose in the shadow ot the disintegration of 

great commonwealths -- Greek and Jewish." -- Nietzcbe. 

What does it mean to say that the Jewish people has theologic quality? 

Cbosenness always has something ominous am dire about it. It 1s never mere 
, 

boast -- Dever a matter of complacency. It 1s always of nature of burden, 

a call to auttering with no escape. Chosenness is indeed. another name for 

tate. 
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The Jew is a marked man because his very existence is his religion. 

Judaism, even though bare, is present in the existence of the people if 

nowhere else . By the theologic quality of being born a Jew WB are made to 

suffer vicarious atonement for the sins of the world. It is a thing of both 

terror and bliss to be born a Jew, because by the IIBre act of birth one is 

thrust into a theologic position. God appropriated this people. 

For what haa Israel been chosen7 Israel v11l be the bearer of God's 

revelation -- this relationship sanctified bw the bris, whicb in its physical 

bl~ incisiveness is definitive. 

There 1s no ~ out __ the first el~nt ot Jewish theology 1s the Jewish 

people and the secord. is the Jewish way of life as revealed in its law. 

In the law beliefs are an :baportant part, but only a part. The law is 

regulatory and prescriptive. Where the practice am consciousness of this 

has been washed aWIlY, the task 1s to restore the soll to the Jewish people. 

It may be objected that individual specimens of the elected people are 

no way superior to other individuals _ and that this self-proclaimed 

superiority is bad manners . This is poiDtless, however, because theological 

status applies to the corporate people, not individuals, and defines the 

Shicksal of the whole people. 

( The legacy of To~ah and suffering, heritage and dest1.n;y has frAlDed a 
( 
( psycho_pbysica1 being of unique proportions. 

Jehudah haLevi claims for Judaism the gift of ":1,. n 1·" -_ an::! in 

that sense Isra.el is an n'1'lD 0'. 

election of Israel and validity of Torah 
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look s.~ that the J"" is the ~eal oJ: the human type. 

The sense of chos.nnes5 is • true measure of • nation's creative urge. 

To give up the claiM of cboeenne!! 1s to give a tacit admission of the passing 

of power. 

Thus the Jewish religion is an acceptance of the dest1.l:v' of tha Jewish 

people __ and as a correlative, an acceptance of the revealed law of that 

people. 

Who and what is God? Here is a paNdoz.. God '8 chosen people is the 

one most neglected by God. Jewish people here su1'f'ers rate of an good .an -

to sutfer the most. We are driven on by a God !rom beh1D:i and left in the 

lurch by • God in ~nt. Bence the first outbreak of the :religious heart in 

its desertion at the hour of struggl..e with eYil is -- Why hast l'hou forsaken 

me -_ am it begins to doubt the very God. there coats atheisa out of religious 

grourxis. 

But ath.in. cannot be the last word as it may well be the first. Even it 

defeated in the 1t-ont we are replenished froll behind. Ard the religious urge 

is 50 strong that it will not be defeated. W. are led to reassert on a higher 

plane of healed wounis vhat ve were led to doubt on a lover plane of frustrated 

religiousness. 

The Jews are the exemplar of this type of experience. We have doubted 

a.r:d cursed, _ Job's wife -- ve have reasserted. am believed as Job b.1m.selt 

d~. We coined the phras. JOOst motaphysical in sll iaagery -- ·suJ:ferings 

of love" Iamb -- "'!'be econollY or heaven is dark." 

Yes, but man e1ll8rges godlike out of the darkness. 
.'tIti C"l 

FINITE Gmt achieving his infinity with the help of u.n __ 'na 'tI., , n. tI .. ,,· I 

,ri111I1ff'll The unity oJ: God is to be fought for and mad. true and real. 


	ms0763.007.002.target
	ms0763.007.002



