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I am happy to have the opportunity to report this afternoon to this Oneg Shabbat
of the Central Conference of Amcrican Rabbis some of the experiments we have conducted
at Temple Emanuel in Denver along the lines of adult education, I am certain that
the 8 are in no way novel, for each of you has undertaken similar projects,
The ue of this short paper is simply to substantiate on the basis of actual
experience over a peried of several years, the basic premise most of us hold that
ocur people are eager to participate in programs which are educational and informative,
Inmmmt&mmsmni&auymmg educhtion is impossible are
campletely wrong. I should like to cite briefly the three lines of adult education
along which we have worked, :

I, Annual Lecturs Series

Each year,for several years, we have conducted a sid-winter series of
lectures. I have come to the conclusion that four leotures, conducted

on successive Friday evenin-s, have a very healthy effect upon the
congregation, These lectures are woven around a central theme, and can be
enjoyed in sequence, or can be taken singly., We have determined that the
month of February is the best time for this, since there are no halidays which
ocour during that month, and therefore the Series does not have to be
interrupted for any special holiday observance,

At first there were some objections, because of the fact that February is

the month that is traditionally employed for various types of inter-faith
services, I have no use for these monotonous and platitudinous inter-

faith meetings, which, in my judgment, produce no positive value, and are often
times actually harmful in terms of destroying lmner Jewish dignity. There-
fore, I have decided to ignore them, and we devote the month of February

to Jewish education on a positive note instead of perfunctory and valueless
inter—faith services oo = negative note,

We print a brochure, coples of which are attached, and give it wide circula.
tion in the Congregation through one or two general mailings, By now tids
mid-winter lecture series has become an institution and the attendance
increases considerably, as people receive these brochures snd anticipate
the lectures, One year we did a series of three on Jewish literaturs,
dmudngtho?rqhmntmtm,mrnnd, and the Prayerbook,
Another year we did a series called "Four Portraits of Jewish Genius,”
discussing Judah Halevi, Moses Maimonides, Sabbatal Zevi, and the Baal
Shem Tov, 'nthyuttdntqrm.dmdthothﬂ'mcsmtuth&o
Ever Lived," and gave four lectures on Amos, Fosea, Isalah and Jeremiah,

As the members of the congregation enter the Temple, they are handed one
of the printed brochures by the ushers in the foyer, and through the very
suceinet program notes contained therein, the congregants are able to

see the outline of the lecture as they listen, I am convinced that this
is one of the most successful methods of imparting factual information to



our people which we could possibly develop, Year by year, these lectures
have a cumulative effect, so that the congregants can learn history and
literature, blography and folklore, law and legend,

11, Ingtitute of Jewish Studies

We have just concluded the operation of a most successful season with our
Adult Institute, This Institute was conducted along rather formal lines,
with classes, textbook, quizzes, A brochure was issued calling attention
to ‘the Institute, copy of which is attached, As can be seen, the classes
were held every other Wednesday evening for nine months., There were two
periods of instruction during the evening, from 2100 to 8:50, and fram
9:00 to 9:50, There was a third peried during the evening, from 9:50

to 10:30, which was devoted to various projects such as an occasional
social hour, au Occasional assembly program, discussions between individual
students and members of the faculty, and the opportunity of borrowing books
fron the Temple Library, which was opened on the Institute evenings. Thers
werd three courses offered each of the two periods, which gave the students
an dpportunity to choose two courses out of six, Courses given were the
usunl basic pubjects, such as the Torsh, the Writings, Hebrew, a History
course up Lo the end of the Second Commonwealth, and & course in Theology
and Fractices of Liberal Judaism,

No charge was made for attendance at the Institute, and by decisien of

the Board of Directors of the Temple, the classes were open L0 all members
of the Jewish community of Denver. There were approximately 100 people
who attended these classes quite ¢onsistently throughout the year, The
initial registration was about 150, but after a few weeks it dropped to
lmmdmthouforthohlmudmm Those who came were
most. enthuslastic about the material which was presented to them. The
courses were in the form of lecturcs, with 2 few minutes for questions

at the end of each class period, In making plans for the operation of
the Instituts for the coming year, we have taken into censideration the
enthusiastic requests of the students, and will hold the Institute every
Wednesday night, instead of bi-weekly. We will eventually develop plans
for granting certificates of achievement to those who complete a certain
presoribed minimum number of ocourdes,

III, Use of Pulpit for Adult Edusation

There are some men who are great preachers and who are sapable of inspiring
their congregations to heights of emotional and religious emthusiasm, For
such men, the pulpit on Friday evening or Saturday morming is an instrument
designed for religious elevatlon, Others, whose ability to deliver sermons
of great exhortation is limited, may very well find that the greatest use
to which they can devete the pulpit is to make of it an instrument for the
education of their people, Perdiodically throughout the year, quite apart
from the specific lecture series described above, I preach sesmons which
might be more appropriately described as informative talks., I do this
deliberately, so that throughout the year my people may have & sprinkling
of sducational material, Lodking through the list of sermen subjects for



the season just completed, 1949-50, I find that several of my sermons
were purely educational in spirit and in coftent. I offer the following
as illustrative:

A, "Is Beading the Bible So Difficult?" This was a sermon
devoted to a discussion of techniques and methods of using
Bible commentaries, for the ordinary reader of the Bible,
I suggested the use of the Hertz Ccamentaries and the book
"Pathways Through the Bible" by Mortimer Cohen, I explained
to the Congregation how the ordinary reader of the Bible is quite
legitimately confused by much of the Holy Seripture and that
these two dimple aids would go far toward elear the
inspiration of Holy Writ. The sefmon was a talk which might
very well have been given to Confirmation Class students,

th:l.a Jud.lh cylbel Itma factull inrornuﬂ lecture
which condensed Sholom's findings. 'nlmmnoatt.-ptudo
to spiritualize the symbol or suggest its inspirational
values, The lecture was simply to inform the people as to
when the gymbol was first used, what it represented, how it
developed into what it is today, and other relevant historical

of the ghetto experience, Again no sttempt was made to sermonisze,
in the sense of drawing morals or lessons, I felt that it was
necessary for the people to know the basic facts of the story,
witdch they did not seem to be familliar with, before any inspira-
tional message could be drawn, Inﬁm:rtrtm, I will be able
to indulge in homiletics, now that the educational foundation
has been established.

D, - of the Fat ~ This sermon was devoted
to a da ption of these few ohapt.m. vdth selected examples
of the type of sayings which the tractate contains, Rather than
simply preach on the glory of our Jewish literature, which sermen
theme always leaves the listener rather vague as to exactly what
is so glorious, I decided that a solid classroom-type description
of this short tractate would be muchk more beneficial. I therefore
explained who the authors were, when it was written, what the
background of it was, and when we read it,

We rabbis are prone glways to complain about the Jewish illiteracy of our constituents,
There is no substitute for hard work, If we wish our people to be Jewlshly educated,
we must attack this problem on every possible front. The three methods which have
been suggested here are among the more obvious, I am certain that there are other
techniques and other progects which could be developed to achieve this objective,






Kbl
Temple Krac of Hollyeoeed
.ﬂn—wf 46, %ﬂ
Phone Ho. 97231

Rabbl Herbert A, Friedman
Milvaukes 11, Wisconsin .
Dear Herbert:

Herewith enclosed you will find a copy
of my paper delivered at the Central Conference
of American Rabbis as you requested.

I hope that you like it and that it will
be of some use to you.

With every best wish,

Cordially yours,

=g

Dr. Max Nussbaum, Rabbl

MN/sb
Ence



M,lm
' ERETZ YISRABL, GALUT AND CHUTS LA'ARETZ,
nmim?m

hh.hm
The whole of Jewish existence throughout the centuries can
be summed up in the two terms of "Erets Yisrael® on the one hand, and
"Galut® on the other. mrmor:mmmmnmmc
between these two extreme positions. It pointed toward the first in
mmw and 1t turnéd toward the latter after the year
Netmm W ﬂmnﬂmaaxm.

',.'-H ?

"@“""f" mm recovered 1te

e

mmm-w;- m-pm‘uﬂnlmwa
luo-tum-m&m-v-mhm
present-day controversies. m:ai;uh-wmumar
hwmwpmqud:m.u.mw
mdmmmuwm,mudmmmm
mmumymt%hﬂd}mmmmc
:mmummﬁ-o.

| I am commencing this paper with an analysis of the temm
"Erets Yisreel". This sudience of learned colleagues does not need an
elaborate treatment of this aspect of cur discussion. It is merely a
restatenent of known facts, in order to clarify its meaning.

mmmmcm-m.huc?u

Abraham to get out of his country into the land of Cansan, the Bidle
lavishly bestows upon that Mediterraneen strip of land an almost in-
terninable mumber of titles of honor: Gdenesis calls it "Erets Haivrin”,
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the land of the Hebrews (40:15), but Samuel knows it already by the name
of "Evets Yisraell (I, 13119) As far back as the initial period of the
Prophetic Movement, Hosea awards it the highest epithet of PEretz Adonai"
(913), and as a result, Palestine is "Evetz chemdah, nachalat tsvi,
taivot goyin" (3:119) == & pleasant land, the goodliest heritage of the
nations - to Jeremiah, just before the Exile; it is "admat Yisreel"
(712), and "Evets hachain" (26120), to Ezekiel, early in the Exile; and
"Aduat hakodesh® (2116) to Zacharah, at the end of the Exile. Much
hma:ux.qumdnm,nmummnouﬂm'
My Land, (%32) -

mnmhtawunﬁmm
mam muauquﬁa”_j'_’m:m
mmp-m.htmwm ‘The Land of Censan is
~ called the “"Land of the Hebrews" in order %o become the "Land of Isresl"j
nm,mm,-ﬂau%mﬂ:wmm&w. develops
-mﬁwdhu,umuumndm
'mmcmmm«mmmuu
mwum-muw-mmmcw fie
mm,mtmmmm.muwabm
umnmm,mmmmwm
Land so self-svident, that it hardly goes to the trouble of attaching
the word "Yisrael” to its name. mm-n-u-w.ﬂ-'
mmm,mmunun&ummmu
underscore its particular charecter and distinguish it from all other
countries, \

The fact that Palestine is both the "Land of God" and the
"Land of Isracl” leads in our Tradition to the twoefold prineiple of
"Kedushat Ha'arets", the special holiness with which the Land 1s
imbued and which derives its essence from the Shekinah that dwells







p
Commandment of"Yeshivat Erets Yisreel} the settling on the lamd, This
m.am,mmmwr-xw. Thus, vhen the Bidle says,
"Te Shall dwell in this land safely”; Says the Nidvash, “In this lemd
you will 1ive in safety; you will not live in safety cutside the Land®,
But more than that, and overshadoving the peasons of seewrity, is the
conception of holiness: 1t is the settling on the Land by the People
of Israel from vhich the country derives its second holiness, called
"Kedushat Yisrmel®, mnmnmmm,'nmzm
wmmwm, mmmm‘p‘mmuud
Yeshivat 5 _Ahl : uﬂpmm
mc—n-qkhmqu

he Rabbi ﬁmmdag mnm-u--
mma'wmmnmu. m.-.-w
m.mmww%mmmuw
mmmmwwsﬂmuc.mmm
that, 1f one 1ived in Palestine, @ne could not comit any sing. is the
m-gm,wnmumuzmmwum
sin", because it is vritten in Isslah that "The people that dwell
mmmmmmmw.tusa) ot alone is one
free from sin, vhich is only & hégative schievement, but the simple
fact of spending one's life in the Holy Land guarantees one a place
in the world to come, More than that, it isn't even a matter of living
there permanently, but "whoscever velks four yundsiin the Land of Isvael
u-—udmwuu,.‘

The pleture is now clearly discernible. The prineiple of
"Kedushat Yisrsel® brings vith it remarkable advantagess concessions
in the observance of the lav, forgiveness for sins, the fulfiliment of
all the Commandments, and the assurance of & place in the world to come.
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The Rabbis apparently had some difficulty with these sweeping statements
vhen they sncountered the words of Esekiel, "Wien the House of Israsl
dwelt in their own land, they defiled it by their ways and their own
doings”, (36:17) They solved the problem by interpreting the Prophetic
vords in the opposite direction: "The Holy Ope, Blessed be He, says,
'xMwngMmuﬁuuthuﬂtm“uhq
defile 1t'."

mmummmumm,-mm
wqwm.ﬂmmmmc
race and creeds Mh!ih-ly'lmt*m‘qppmng«u
mmumumanmnumuw. -And
this 1s not all. nmhm&myaﬁ-nm.
but only came there to die, enjayed the privilegs 6f forgiveness for
their sins. mmm.uuhh-mmmu
mnmm, bmmwmmmuu
udm,u-mddmmmmmm
unn-. mmmmmnum:uumum
place, "Whosoever is buried in the land of Israel, is as if he were
mwmnw.'au‘umwuwn
Tradition attaches to one's birth in Palestine == attributing for ine
mnmdq’:mu:mummu
Benjamin was native born -- one fully comprehends that the two-fold
principle of holiness actually covers the whole of humsn existence from
the eradle to the grave, |

To sum it up, Erets Yisrael is not only a geographical name
for the territory of an ancient people, but a title of henor that spells
uniqueness and conveys the ides of holiness, whieh, in turn, derives
mmmmmummﬁmulm.n
mumwmmaxm%mm ".'"fhn'-tm.
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mnmuumdmummmmm
ideals that make for happiness in natiosal 1ife, and justice for socdety
as a vhole, muamummavmmmpgmm
mmu-:mawm.wmorw There
ummmm“mmmm:m
:mumummcmm.um.mtmm
uauvmumww.’wmmtmm
in mind, "A eity that fosters tue loom of all of Israel®s
mthM'“.‘__' ) it even the centuries
uwM&*WﬁWﬁmﬂsm
or:cmhuu%aﬁh‘ﬁi ""'__ led the "Jerusalem
umdmdmuamw‘,mﬂlwem. m
mmcmnmgﬁhmmaup.m
W.umumorﬂugfuﬁmec:mmmm
otmmunmub,_.yhmqg&-—uw-mmm
of "Erets Yisrael". - ¢

mmummn"mmmmm
mmhmm%mmmm
to this very day. In & discussion of this subject in the recently
published Talmdic Encyclopedia which quotes from dosens of suthoritiss
- including the Rambsn, the Chalan Sofer and the lste Rabbi Kodk ==
the euthor gives his summary in the following words: "The haliness of
the Land,,.and its superior qualities both for the living and dead -
mmmuqmmﬁunmmnmm‘
Exile mor in the Diaspora of our ovn days ~- it is an eternal holiness

till the end of days,. tth'tﬁwuﬂdnmd-a'ﬂ

|
b
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ped : |
The extreme opposite of"Eretsz Yisrael™ is the term "Galut®,
As if to parallel the Commandment of "Yeshivat Erets Yisracl" which
"outweighs all other Bommandments in the Torah" quoted above, the
Midrash sums up the conesption -r"mut"lmnc. "Heavy is the
Galut, for it outweighs everything else.", meaning 1t is heavier than
all the curses of the Tochochah, Under this heading, the word Galut
is used in different vays. r-mmummwm,
mmmtmwwﬁ%m”ﬁutwwn-mm

mm&mwpwnmm.mmm
hMth-m.. :

xtum‘mnﬁ;wwwmnmm
mmm—qnnarmmumuuormm
ummuwcmm&‘nmmahmm
mwu:«uummmp,nmunumm
persecution, mmmnm-mmemm
of Lamentation, "Galta Yemuda" (Judah vas driven into exile) asks the
obvious question whether non-Jewish nations were not from timé to time
driven into captivity. To this, the Midrash gives the following answer,
"Even if they go into exile, their exile is not Galut; Oentiles who
eat each other's bread and drink sach other's wine, carmot be considered
as living in Gelut, but for Isresl, which does mot break bread with the
noneJewish world, and does not drink from its wine - dispersion is
W?mmmtummmmmwmm

_psyechological implications in the minority-majority nhm.

—
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which we have begun to understand only in our gemeration with the help
of the Social Sciences. |
mw.mmn:,nmmxm.nmm
surpasses the description of Galut in the Tochacha of Deutercmomy. XNere
um.mmmmor:mwummwumu--
sooiate with Galut, formulated in words of swful power, One will have
to look far and wide for a parallel to thé following Biblical wordsy
-mmmunmmm“mmmmmdd
mmnwmmm%m ﬁm.mm
ml‘ﬁ"m mmmwwhﬂhmm
m-numuﬂgaﬂmm*‘y*ﬂyﬂ}vmmm
‘becore thes; g thou shalt foar night wnd day and thou shalt
m:onmm#rpvum uwmmmnw,wm
umm'gwamhquumm'.m
mmuwmﬁhhhtmmmumm
wnich thou shalt see". Thoss of us who have come through Hitler's
msmwmumgumm The paychological
uu*mmwmm;-mmmum;
passed 1n the literature of Western civilisatiom. |
mm.m-(mmnMn-mum
burden thet they found only cne way of explaining 1t: punishment for
sins, 7The idea found in our sncient Prayer Bock, “Because of our sins,
nmmﬁuuw,manﬁmawﬁf |
Talmdic literature. Say the Rabbis, "Oalut only comes into the world
because of the negleet of the Commandments”, or "because of the sin
of sdultery"; o "besause of iddlatry¥s This interpretation of Galut
apperently left en indelidble imprint upon the memory of our people, -
becsuse, throughout the centuries of Jewish life, we find the rather
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hes made t0 the survival of Judaism, mmum,hm,tﬁ
:mumatmunummntmumcmcm 2
second Temple, in order to understand what the Gelut of Babylen did for

us, mmmmam(ﬂ)wm&tmmm
umanwnmumw,amam

umﬂmum“mn—mmwu‘m-ﬂwm
vithout protest. Nobody was shociked. cqmm.u.mm
mnmumwmwmnmmmtmuc
Daniel ealls 1t "shikuts meshom '

-'m:mmmm“hﬂnﬁmp-mmutuam
heart", (36:26) % % p‘
u.,mmuy%*hmmumwc‘
manicind, wxnmm-ﬁiﬁ,ﬂ-ummuum.
hmmmﬂ-pﬂ.mw#mmldnm
its creative power, ﬁmmﬁmummmtm
u'tm.mmu,ﬁhthunmmwmm,
ntmnmuhammmcmmthmumm
to amother. uatmu“mms:mmwmmm
the heathen elements in their religious observance. It was of all
places, in Babylon, that scme of our most important commandments grew
utmrmmmmnm,ummm,mumnm,d
hlbht,mm:uy«mm&w;m
Day. (Not only this, but spparently some of the important lavs vere
kept only in Babylon and not in Palestine, The Shabbat was the market






)-17- .

reached by boat only. In commenting on the discussion in the Telmud
with reference to a "Get" that is brought from "Medinat Hayas", Rashi
adds significantly, c-mm-amuu'muummt
Hayanm, with the exception of Babylon" which is Clmta La'aretsz only.

Raghi's remark here is motivated not just by geography.
Babylon =~ in the so-galled second Diaspora of Babylon in Talmudic times -
is very often referred to as Chuts La'arets par excellence. As sueh,
uumsmnmmmqummumm
Lend itself. mmmu&hummm-rmw.
Babylon, in m-mw. !"F"'"?" of learning. Oft times when
mmcrﬂmWmemunmm
in Babdylon. mi-,nm-umy.,,m;qmrmu-
Wﬂmhh@ﬁwmmu de
Mm-mmMumudm It is
whtmmmmmmﬁuﬁymum
mm,mmam-mumwﬂn:m It is
mmtrmmnnmﬁdmmsumm.umum
mmmmnmﬁmcmm-um.
Mmmuwmmmwtnmnm
mwummm“ﬂm“mm’m. It 1
also true that the delegates, in order to show the edge of superiority
that Palestine held, turned to the people with the question, "Is it
written in the Torah that from Babylon will go forth the Lawt® and
u-nau thus ehallenged, replied, "No, the Law vill go forth from
Zion,” Still vith all that, Iopah did go forth from Bakvion too, and
the two centers vere in reciprocal relstionship. Rab and Shemueyl went
to Babylon; Hillel came from Babdylon, and so did Rabbi Chiyah and his
m.mthtmum-mtmm%mun-
ancient place of dignity, as did Hillel in his time.”
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8o sincere was the recognition of Babylon as a great center
of learning, that in a discussion of the problem of Gittin, the Tulmud
says, "As far as Babylon is concernsd, Rab says it is equal to Palestine

m&uuﬁmm,mmmnummum
La‘srets”, which means, that Rab at least, was of the opinion that the
:muhmmmmmhwwummm-mu
Divorce as did the Jews in Palestine. And this is not all. Beesuse of
the spiritual quality of Babylon, it was a land favered to such a point,
mcmr-unmnuq-ud” t-lpmumlnvm-

Yisrael. nuumdmﬁ'mnmw

:nmmmm%uhtmmm.ht
mummmmmm,uomwm.mw
intellectual in matuyre, Regarding the moral coneeption of "Purity of
mmumﬂmg‘tmmmmmm
.mummummmmmﬁnum.mm
ummmnwmm.m'nm-um
uannumhnn*”mrmmmumum
Babylonian Jewry on its morality in living, that it says "all the lands
o, Basil- S At~ 46 ivets Thaneid] ik Erets Thesetd yeepnl
um'&mufum-nm,mmmumm
suspected of containing alien elements. loluunum,thn,
the Rabbis have of Babylonian Jewry that they put it om the top of the
1ist, thus giving 1t priority even over the Holy Land itself,

There was, next to the intellectual and moral status, a
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third reason for the high position that the second Diaspora of Babylon
occcupied, namely, one of psychologigal nature., As I mentioned previous-
1y, the Rabbis had & deep understanding, not only of the physieal and
spiritual, but also of the psychological implications of Galut. And
here, too, they felt that Babylon was rather unique. This statement is
so important that I would 1ike to give it $o you in full,

The Talmud in commenting on Isaiah's verse, "Bring My sons
mmmwmsmmuamw_gms)mm
to says “'Bring My sens from far' means the Exiles o  Babylen who en-
:wm-rnn.uumrmnrmﬁngﬂmu-rm
earth' ﬂﬁ“#.ﬁ'ﬂﬂﬁ%bﬁﬁuu,nu
mmauhmﬂ&&i& hildven of Isreel in
umumm»m&mg
other lands.” mmmmﬁﬁmﬁnmm
the Ciutz La'arets of the Babylod of ¢heir time and the Galut of other
mmmm.mmm:nm This explain o
mmmu-mmmummam
Rabbdis. mm-mmctmwmnctuu-
expected elimax when the Talmud it9elf stated in simple and candid
words, that 1t was forbidden to emigrete from Babylon to other lands
mwnmnmunuuwnnum
Yisrael."”

I deliove that in the whole history of our Tradition, this
has never been said of any other place on the entire globe. And Babylon
—mhtum,mmuuu-mmm-m
deserved this aceolade, because it gave to its Jewish citizens, freedom
and peace of mind, and allowed for their cultural growth and religious
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ereativity. And though the Rabbis used the word "Galut® interchangeably
vith "Chuts La'arets", even with reference to the Babylon of the Talmudic
perdod, we know today that it vas only a facon de parler, and that the
difference between Babylon on the one hand, and a real Gelut om the
other, was very much in their minds. Says the Talmud, "The Holy One,
Blessed be He, knev very well that Israel could not bear cruel decrees
== this 1s vhy He exiled them to Babylonj; and even to Babylon he sent
mwmzumqmummafﬂa:m.

-u.mmmﬁumﬁemm end “Jalut®,
g ’"_r..u-!:
zr.wmwmnmmm—
mmm,d@ui«mﬁa&mmsﬂ-mum.
wsumw,:ﬂmwws.'mum
La‘arets.” :
muummdtmmuomﬂuu
mvmcncmrm.mwchmnmt. He dslivered
'mwmmmmmsumo:mmpnnuumm.
pounding sway st the inferior position of the Galut in Jewish 1ife, After
the meeting, a recoption was held for the speaker of the evening in
ene of the loveliest estates in the Hollywood hills overlooking the eity.
mmm-ﬂ-mmmmuthm.m
proached him with the questiaon, "Dr. Levin, how do you like Californig?"
To which, Shmarya Levin replied without a moment's hesitation, in fluent
Yiddigh, "Es is take a Gaulus -~ aber a gebenchter Gaulus®. “hmarya
Levin's definition of California 4s & "gebenchter Gaulus” comes very
close to my conception of Chuts La'aretz applied to the United States



e
of Anerics.

I have, as do all of you, a deep affection for this beloved
land of ours, but in historical terss, it is obviously not Erets Yisrael.
I do not believe that cne acquires faith in (od simply by living here,
or that one achieves "Olom Habe" when one walks four inches on the boule-
vards of our cities, or on the dust roads of our prairies. It does
mthnmmmtmsn-u'-qmmnm.&m
xm'--muumnnm In ghort, I do not believe that the
nmummwzmuﬂm-nmmcm
Torah,” : L e by

mm*hﬂakhmﬂ&hﬁmdm,
mwaqmmtﬂb”ﬁ; They were forced
ummw@mwwwﬁﬂbmw.
voluntary dispersion. nu-,th-rmtm:'m,um-ru
mmmmhﬂnmm. I% would be unfair %0
mm.mmt-w;mgmmw-umumn
mmmawm-mmumummu
centuries. vmmuumn;mtuumuammm
Wu:ummmm-aaptmv Could it
wummmmmmmmm,um
to the psychologieal difficultiss of the Jew!sh commmities in Russia,
Polend and Rumenia in the time of the pogromu? Is 1ife here such that
1t eould be considered’punishment for sins? If so, sinning has paid
off rather handsomely. :

No, America is neither Erets Yisrael mor Galut, but it has
all the charscteristics of Chuts La'sretz, so nobly exemplified by the
second volumtary dispersion of Bebylon, Nere, thepe is freedom, high
economic and social position, intellectusl lesdership, and to a large
degree, peace of mind. There is surely the upportunity of participate
ing in the upbuilding of the Land of Israel, and of furthering its
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development and its growth, and it augurs well for making this Ameriea
of ours into a cultural center. If we could develop this Republie into
amhrgr!mh,mml"lﬂﬂnﬁﬂutmwmﬂw'
um:m,mnm,uunumum.-
mmutmuutorm..mmnm,uum
diminished, mwumnrmdii...uwmthm
for 1t MhﬁomWMnhnm.‘ (2915-7)
hpnmmnmumm.nmmw
of the word, will Soon coms to an ends When the Gelut is liquidated,
mmm&run"._ -“'.hudmﬂm
: ,,"um-ﬂlim!munmwm
'mmﬂqﬂghd-ﬂor:mm
mmﬁm‘:ﬁtu—gumc
mmmmoﬂfﬂﬁm&wdﬂﬂs‘lmn—h
m,ntnuuMﬁuﬁn;mn«m-.u&
uwmzmuﬂnﬂunu!ﬁmnwxunmu
amuumm.mw'uMmfhmuzum
place of dignity”, Wlaumwmwtmm
uMM'Mhm‘ﬂMﬁ‘wmﬁmpmum
mumzummmmmumnnunmu
gone by. 1f Jewish history in the past showld in eny way serve as @
model for our and our children's future —- Isvaeli and American Jevry
vill have to function in a complementary relationship to each other,
as the only vay of translating the spiritual conception of K'lal
Yisreel into a tangible reality. ‘
There is a remarkable speech by Dr. Leo Baeck, delivered
in the form of a Presidential Address at the Eighth International
Conference of the World Union for Progressive Judaism, which vas held
um.mmetxm. Discussing the role of the new State
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of Israel, Dr, Baeck has this to say, "The old soil has today become a
center, Jewish life in its totality, the X'lal Yisrasl, has very
rarely been a circle, that is to say a formation with only ome center,
only one focus of strengthy it has mostly been an ellipse, a formation
determined by two focufsess ﬁmﬁ:’l;ﬁlnrlr always it has beed
like that, ...In the old days there ys= the Northern and Southern
realas in Pelsstine, later Palestine and Babylon, later the Sephardie
wtmmnmm.nmnmmmm
Europe, mmmwm_" imlmq,ﬂzm 2z
»ssTodey the tvo senters ave: the mw-hu-;m of Israel
um:«m“mﬁ-m;' hnuhnmmm
mmum*n-thw‘m-ﬁmwu

mmmuqﬁmﬁrn Tre weight of
.rqommmgmnm—h.ratw:mnm the two
ﬂtm-nmug;dnlhw mhmmm
hm.am.m,wmuuumnmm
mm:muum.mmwémmm,mm
M-hlwhﬁlmtwvﬂmtommt,utom
muumwmﬂmmmw-
mwmmumm
um.ummtw
ihe other their best, that they may both togother, neither of them with-
ont the other, Lring it about in our world which has passed through
revolutions, that gur Judalsm shows its reliszious strength, its moral
fores and proves having its place within manidind, its place among the
religiohs, doing its part that the carth be prepared for God's King-
u.l

This statement by the great leader of our Heform Movement
should serve as a Shulehan Aruch for all of us, Israel today is a
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Joshua Trachtenberg

b:t making roports from larael there is mo end, a smodern Kohelet might wvell
exclaim in exasperation, Ivery two-week tourist returns an expert, eager
to discours: at length on every aspect of Isracl's manifold achievements
and problems, 1 envy the two-week tourist; he need have no qualms absut
his reports. He has opportunity to observe no more than the most thrilling
manifestations of Israel's rohirth, inspired by his experience he can recount
wvith new-found eloguence and heightened enthusiasm the marvels of the new
state. Lucky fellow! He has heard, ugpsmo, and perhaps has seen, %00,
that all 1‘“'“"”“ the promised Wm his consecience

ok him if he relegates these dark rumors to a
footnote and m‘l‘m ﬂﬂl Mﬂ ﬂoﬁbh ﬁqdn on the wonders
& ,ﬂ‘ﬁ avery #ﬁ!

of November, 1!51. hMM&ﬂImlaMuttm the
Central Conference, the Undon and the dluani Association to make a survey
of ther elizius situation and of the possibilities of déveloping a
pmorum:m-mntmumammm much
appreciated prividege I nﬂ&m mwo What the hurried tourist -
mxmmwm. nndhfirsrumdﬂdl. of course.

I lived in the cities and in settlements 87 all types, old and new; I
visited immigrant camps and ma'abarot § I inspécted factories and farws,
schools and quarries and drainage projects; I talked intimatdy and
frankly vith hundreds of people, gnarled veterans of the second gliysh
and tattered immdgrants shuffliig with eager expectancy from a gangplank
to the firm concrete of the fAaifa dock, government officials, taxi dirdvers
technigians and unskilled laborers, university professors and school
ehildren, Everywhere and from everyone I absorbed the ineffable vigor
and enthusiasax and hope that distiiguish the infant state. Here is some-
thing truly new under the sun, No wvanity of vanities is this triumphant
homecoming of the exiles, this first sprouting of green in the parched
s0i]l of the Negev and the stony hills of Galilee, these spravling fac-
tork s and institutes of science and of secademic ldaming, this inter-
ming ing and merging of the dark-skinned and the fair, the many-tongued



2': - '
&mmotlmdhudm&c nm:ctiauuutnn. To vitness,
even if only for a few months, mmrw.munumuam
mmmm for umxm“mmawmm.

Ithhmmtbhnb&ohmw;_ thuv&t'n._!_ mml
learned enough to hold forth endlessly on t ragh, (i
ﬁouxmlrnoulmthum; utmat!munﬂoalra-ihiﬂt
mmuﬂn MnuousMﬁﬂttMﬁQrmrhdom
umrﬂlﬂmmﬂmmtznnﬂmmtmm _
 steadily more impressively demonstrated mnuwndmmmﬂ.cmar

arriculate on this Soore. 'i;- !ﬁi’!? wuld any of you interpret my
' muhumc ormou M h&ﬁimdmy devoted to the
cause of Isracl, not only the #twutnmnmm
anﬁWﬁﬁMﬁnhtﬂﬂrof!MHﬂ.h =
hidden as well as therevesled, u#ﬂhmm-quamu aboup fundamentals;
nm‘lmkhmam‘hman ﬂutourintmotmbu '
mmunmm, and mew the truth; distasteful though
hw-hoﬁ-uh; 0 exert our utmost cnergies wherever they may be
best utilized to help Israel correet its ills. There are far oo many
Jews vho resont an honest, ‘objective account of conditions in Iarael as
though it were w We know well enough that nmo soelety im without
blemish; 4t would be blasphemous indded to demand a niracle of perfection
from the infant state of Israel, sore beset as it is by pressing difficule
ties of every dtmipﬁtm 1% is because we believe in the parfectibility
of man and in the Mofonrhdnhtaithinuglnshhu tovard
that eoal that 9e can not only face the imperfections of a Jewish state
with mgﬂutia md«ntmding, but also in esnfidence and faith help

the Joudall stmte attain ita hijheat ideals, in the courss of  Hines
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We have heard much of erdses in Isrsel; its brief history has besn an
uninterrupted succession of crises, politieal, military, economic, finan
cdal; we must expect orisis upon crisis for years to come, for Israel
eannot be built in a day, nor in a decade. As Iarael meets its prodlems
squarely, with patience, hard labor and selitsacrifice, we can eount on
it to conquer they slowly and painfully, one by one., But there is one prod-
lem; or related group of problems, which constitutes alsd no less than a
erisis, a festering sore contaminating tho 1ife and the future of Israel,
to which, hﬁo&ttﬂy“mﬁ.nﬂﬁtdﬂqﬂuﬁ.
mwﬂpuumwummmnw
tion ia paid nor serious :i-«uadh;- mdmt-m
Ernst simon —n&ﬁ.mhsquumm Jevs in Israel?

he broached no bisarre, nor mersly asadetic debatin ‘point, but put his
finger on the fundsmentaly continuing 6 and unalleviat wd.o in the life
of Israsl, A better formulation of the question was prob that of
rrofessor Emsym Joue ""nmnhhii‘ggm-uxu-m

This partieslar km wut 1 but the question
itself is parmount in the eariest :
demnation of the rapidly dete: ing m qtmzmn clinate of the
country, uammmu‘%nmmmrmu
mwwmt-mmmwmuﬁmmnmm
m-zmm-»tmdw.uhutmm.rm-u
and rav materials and equipment and srocialists; but alsv, and even harder
to “"take, " of a gnawing mcu-ﬁlﬂmhusim of esngerously
spreading publie immorality, of a leaking ‘morale that mocks itself
bitterly to keep its spirits up, ivhxmalmoapohh?mm-
asking, Because, went the answer, g8 1igt in der erd — und es yaksi!
Israel still laughs, but it yashcherkes.

Do not misunderstand me. As a vigitor, a Zionist (a Labbr Zionist, at
that) and a rabbi, I could still see clearly the forest vhich was obscured
for so many Israelis by the trees which blocked their vision, I gould not
nyself subscribe for an instant to the despair I heard expressed on every
side in the private confidences of people from every wglk of life, This
vas "griping, * of course, a salutary letting off of steam; but it was
more than that, $00. I must report thesé things to you as I found them.
The great hope for the future of Iarmel lies in the determination of
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mmuwanmanmwmu-u.uh
shifting of values unleashed by nev economic and social patterns since

~ the establishment of the state have sericusly diminished the influence of
the settlement movements in the spirituul 1life of the country. Whers
formerly the kibbutg dominoged the tone of 1ifs, fising its ideal soeial
and moral goal at the high level of cowoperation and self-abmegation Sor
the comwon good, today the prevailing mood ia determined by the raydd Mk
urbanisation and competitive industrialisat on of rpeent years: The
kiboutgk is videly w regarded as an anachronism, and recruitment for
Iibbutmin has fallen far behind the unprecedented inerease in population,
mmm.utdhndmihﬂu 'tursnh" urban families
of older vintage ar vnfully muﬂupm mmm that nust
be set up % conquer the gidl

nﬁcdﬁutt 5 b "7

of settlers, o1 as vell aluif, have succusbed
Lleft mmazmumari-ﬁruum 80 far has
mmuwwwmmmmtmhmn

veokly wages to settle some of the newer Negey outposts, and applicants
r.rm-hmuu-dmﬁuummﬂmmm

In the jgibbutsln the yearning for mpra--ammmm
ization, Muﬁcmmtﬁohﬂ'-nu—m;nmdu
Mm—ﬂlntmtﬂ-tmﬁmﬁtdﬂmmm‘
ineipdent type of profit capitalism, vhich in practice renders the advance-
ment of the individual KKibiuts & wore imnediate goal than natisnal service,
At a time vhen extensive agricultural expansion is badly needed many
kibbutsin tie up their wanpower in enlarged industrial plants weswux
because there is more money in that, and often leave their own crops to
rot unharvested, The necessity of absorbing largs numbers of imwigrants
has led to the hiring of outaide labor, very much, be it said, to the dise
pleasure of the kibuis federations. But reluctant "exploitation of
wmm&mmd-mmu mmuudi-. m

mm-ﬂnmmm ma-mmwu-ﬂ-mtm
:ﬂrdun-tﬁumoumdn-dmsmmhu-

M
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!honnlhmttf the large-scule imsigration from Moalm wlnntn
now been far fros wholoseme, The hostiliity udmt-ptttlmmﬂm.
of the older mtwofﬁemﬁmm mrope for the
shechorin is as manifest as 1t is distres-ing. There 1s a tendency, with
vhich we are @)l too fasijiar here, %o rationsjize what we can only dea-
mnu-m;namn.wuuuw mmmurnmu

cul tural ch'bloztlunndmh. with mean aspersioms on thelr morality,
thurllku:l.g-u. their industriousneas, their absorptadility into the
hdrphﬂmlmﬂﬁﬁﬁuwouawhtmahdnmﬂnq
1iaited though they wers of mtr t such inginvations are for the
most part mduﬁ&m br can ﬂlg.i’ ,.uur dnﬁbt. in qmld@ent. that

the nev state uulb e dm soon erase ite
vision of bortherly Ued shockingly
revealed when one of ‘the in a
moment of confidence, bl ‘castern aliyah with the

taunt thav 4% s nmmv}thrvﬁq o::tho m.md'mm-.-

n. s E. ._
% \hﬂ ﬁcﬂ-it = pathetic eagerness

) whﬁ shed their native culture,
wmmam,nwdqa:um-hnmmta to believe
was 80 firuly rooted, vﬂ;nmd.mm Ofticinls of Hapole Hamimrachi
aduitted to me that i thess _eastern Jdews are not enrolled in the party
imnodintely on their arrivil end Helped o pFescrve their religidus tra-
dition, it evaporates in .-m‘&;m impressed as they are in the
mdhﬁ-mmu@“t“ﬂm“tnmt
wonder that in not a fev instances their moral wﬂiﬂpgﬂwﬂu‘
vith their cultural and religisus supports, These eastern edot give the
inpression of being, momentwrily at least, adrift, Nor is the etmosphere

in the country such; at present, az to proffer ﬁuwmuafiuw
security and IM d
then we twrm to the situation of the youth simi)ar glaring prodless with
marked; spiritual overtones forcs themsulyes upon us, More tham onge
teacheTs contidéd to me their alam ever theimpact of the prevailing moral
clinate upon their charges. _thmm.‘.'n(; conversation at Wome about "ﬂlq.ﬁlq*
market, currency desls, bundles Ifrozm /iperica, with their undissuined
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implications of slesmsounberwikty guilt and shame, have rendered nany
youngsters tense and nervous, a pray % adult ansieties and to the ereeping
inf4l tration of confessedly unworthy standards, That their uneasiness has
a substantial basis in an inadequate diet and in the hectic pace of publie
and private 1ife contributes, of course, % a warping of character and
permnghlity which may have gravedy unsbelessse effects in later years,
Extra~curricular activities, except fot the scouts, are dominated by the
political parties, which emlist a large majority of the school children in
thelr "movenanits™ and uvtilise after-achool hikes and meetings and parties
for purposes of indoctrination, The sharp spirit of partisanship, 80 acutely
mﬁ«nblohnhug nﬂdu (and nuun; and hﬂﬂuﬂP
deprecated), Wiy Ghare
of the youngsters, The potential

wm&mbvm-.‘m,ﬂmnﬂt mnntr vhen we
learn, as I discovered on the best -ninm,_ #hat 1% is impossidle to
mmmtomgh‘a“m gince the compating
school officials systematicslly pad. “!«Ibn;ﬂl order to iscreass tdr
subventions from the ymdk

by
-
¥

i _ N

Aside from four or nnﬁum;mm. mrauth centars,
poorly mmmm&ﬁmmmr&hmm facilitles -
and guidance for temeage setivities m-u- ‘the political movements.

To hear groups of youngsters howling thiough the streets on Jabbath eve,
for instance, and then to watch them herding outside the cafes at Jabbath's
end, wvaiting for the doors %o open and the dancing to begin, is to experience
the pathos of a blue Sabbath, devoid of spiritwal stimulation and of whole-
sone social activity, 1o wvituess, as I did, a dozen Chanukah mesibot, in
kindergarten, school and adult assemblies, im the cities and in settloe-
ments, is to experience the siirring impact of a spontaneous national
folk-fostival « but aleo to sense the dimaying spiritual vucvum of a
Chanukah no longer clearly dedisated to the heroic struggle for religious
froedom but commemorating instead the herogs of 1948 whome blood gemented
the foundations of the state. ¥Nes 19 kara lany, pach shemen lo nmatzanu,
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runs the defiant refyain of this kind of Chanukah,

It wvas instructive that even in the kibbutmin, vhere the young people are
most effectively integfated into the life of the community, there was a
Mﬂmmm&lMHﬂhiiwwﬂ-ﬁM'
otmutoummﬁ. hmﬂ\unum“dm:lﬂr
tiuluﬁl'othhﬂm-. told me, 'Ibu-o.qlh:uuttom
but I was reyslting against something vhich had already sunk its roots
deeply and permanently in me; ﬂ“l“aﬁﬁtuuﬂnd’
dnﬁuawttwoﬂohu efinite spiritual values, But these
fellows, they take everything for grunt _.ihquuhu-*nltMW

eloct for amythin how they handled
thems$lves during park of idealism
and sélf-saerifice & fecling they have
nd romance, no spird to them,*

mnumuw-&m*ﬁy*mnuaum

kibbutsinm on the ground that 0ople Sesk a Fevolutionary ardor, an
mum.m&Mhmobamwm.

h‘lumho:tthtmd Mﬁ%&mmmw

trend tovard a doctrinaire Stal _‘_-ﬁﬂchMﬁo

Mumormnmmﬂhmnt lyﬁ.uhphl

-mmnhmmaﬂu&mmnm ghild rearing and to
huummﬂﬁﬁumtthmlumotammw
this has recently become a moot issusj and it is one of the causes for

the zrowing popularity of the moshav shitufi, the in-between type of

settlenent, where the family is the bagic unit although the weshek is

operated communally,.

Tiis, in brief; for I have by no means exhausted my notes, is at least
part of the complex of problems which reflect vhat we must consider a
spiritusl erisis for Iarael. Over and abve its very real economic and
social prodlems, and isprefnating themy is the issue of moral uldnu‘ilml
comnitoent, of the conscisus spiritual direction which Judaism as a 'm
of life" demands of a Jofish mociety. This is the crveial issue inherent in
the very nature of Zionism and of & Jevish state. The youth of the state
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mmm-mm#tuummm« mtmum
zuumm-mmqormmmmmumm x
many of the “day" lesders of the community, in and out of government and
public agenciesappear to be conscious of 1t and deeply disturbed by it
They attack it to mnnorﬁurmmnm but periphewally and
ineffectually, since they are engrossed by immediate economic and adminis-
trative concerns, ﬂuwmtmtmumhihnm

Wmnmdnmm.uxummhumﬁmu
mmmmmmamummnquummu

mmmynqulhiu eition upon an un-
willing communit; } m_ ;_;_;_’_;;&M{ A4 #AMRate vere suddanly
hMlﬁ | ., ; :

m—ﬂrﬂu Wﬂ.ﬁ, .:Yﬁ*i h mnmu
Israel into a ldvin mmm i fantastic. Zven
1f 1t had such a Beoret ispulse its o n of Julaim wuld throttle

mmmmqu-qmua-r q,mmw-wm
amt.hnmdy&npmm
nmmmnmzqabmif- ekade of Tomalims %o have
any points of contact with $he s of Ii Leoo
&lMﬂrmm ﬂlutmhntﬂumﬂm
It neither speaks to the people nor vith tsemi And its reliance upon
political strategems to enfo free 1ﬁﬂ;1 mmﬂ; alienated the
deep democratic instinects of e M&bf '

m-lﬂtotmpuph orlmolu rutln. u‘l.z-u:lt:l.m.. hungry for
sustenance and guidance. Thay know that many things are wrong in their
society and in their souls, though they camnot identify their malaise by
its right name. Since Orthodoxy is the only fomm of religlous expression
for Jevs in Israel today (there is not a single functioning non-Orthodex
rabli or congregation, despite what we have been hearing about three so-
called liberal rabbis) the vast majority must perforce regard themselves
as "mon-religious, * last your the Isracl Institute of Applied Social
Research made a survey of attitudes to religious observance, the resul tsef
which, $o my kmovledge, have mot yet been published. It disclosed a |
negative attitude on the part of no less than ninety percent of the entire
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population, Outside the tiny minority of famatically Orthodox there is
seethiflg regentment against the persistent interference of the religious
bloe in private life and in public affairs. The religious parties are
engaged in a futile mnd self~defeating campaign; their success in banning
the import of mon-kosher meat and thus decreasing the amount of meat available
for consumption vhile raising its cost to the ®ntire commumity, in making
travel on the Sabbath more difficult and more expensive, and the like, has
turmed non-observance into a crusty distaste for all the ways and works
of w.'

n.mmuwum-m-unmnmmmmamﬂ
the impression that religion has nothing to do with or to sey about the
conditions of life, 'imammmmnmmmm
of giving expression ﬂrmaﬂl hfqm than that
ta\ln.ehthqhnui" _ -w*ﬂﬂhh
mnmmﬂhmwﬁwmmwﬁ
atr.wuhunmdmwl'bk. that they have given no thsught
ummutmnmmmtmm.mtm:mm
vords "Reform rabbi” unleashed a figed of F‘lﬁhkﬂﬂ a spate of discussion.
mmnm:wm&mmw“n-mu.mmm
:ummutmmwgnmvhuym, that's all right for
Mmericay; but it wvon't go .ﬂp_ *ﬁ 11 "1 encounter indifference. In
mummn-:uuﬁ-ﬁui:.umm-mmh
uﬁdﬂ.howﬂuhﬁhlnﬂlpﬂllmummtﬁuM-
otmoorﬁourﬁ.uhm&ﬁﬁ.wnuﬁmmp-.m
political discussion had to be postponed for another evening, Fo sooner did
I confess %o being a Reform rabbi than the talk turmed to religion and there
1t remained until ong after midnight., When ve broke up their parting reaction
vas, if only ve could have sometning like that here! In Jerusglem & number
of University people told me; we want to be invited %o the first meeting
ealled to organize a liberal congregation. Such positive responses wers not
%00 frequent, but yet not 80 rare as to be insignificant, ind mors important
ma.mmmmumumanfmrnmm
idea wvas entirely new,

It vold be preposterous to proclaim that Israel is "ready" muum
Judaimm, If anything, the fear of a bitter religious struggle almu is
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enough to deter pe of those who might be interested from under-
WMumwt heterodox program. But ﬁmmalr-lr
individugls and small groups here snd there whose conscionces demand that
the risk be taken. uhmwrmudnm-huwtm\dmnih
proponents in anula of opinion (ses, for mtna. Je L. Benor's articles,
"Religion, ﬁ‘ Jewish people and the State," in m Avgust 1, 1951,
and "What is Progressive Judaism?”, ibid., December 1, 1851); in some
quarters the idea is far from novel or Mght-ing. Nor is the argument,
wvidely M that a liberal religious establishment would promo te disunity
at a critical :uuctur- when unity u @_muﬁﬂ to ihclmtiry of the

public favor, why 8 2
promise their M&,ﬁr 1 ‘__";-, : _' e of &
even evidence that 8l gover

odox ana help establish “the ffomﬂ’brﬁdﬂhﬂ M or md.nu
and the :':Iaht 0 qnutyn m tﬁ“M .ﬁnyf. |

at this point is Wildly wnrealisties % Uémand “sepiration of church and
state” while there is no synagogne boﬁ which cisdains palitical ties and
seeks only to resch the wlulluea QK,F is muy irresponsible, The
Enesaet is not looking for mm.. it nlm has more tham emsugh on its
hands, It will not welcome the m@u strife that the establishment of
a courageous liberal community will inovitably entails Bnt, as ssre than
one Kneszet ‘member assured mey though not without some trepidation at the
implied uudowum. Itrul ds & democratic state: ﬂ. Knesset \ﬂ.l.‘.l

follow the facts, - - '

n.mumtmmrmmm- Itmtyohdpodhm
readys. Given dewvoted, -um..mummmm_ :
. mmmuunt.umtnmnd1wmmm
_mtﬂaornm“nmimnwnamxmnmh

=mady ready, and that speedily, to0. But the lndcnhhm mhmmt
nov gvailable in Israel. Imatteuyeuafnmmmﬁulhddﬁa
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‘young man the day before I left Jerusglem. Trained at Jews' College,
london, he had for a mmber of years served congregations in England as an

. Orthodox w-m-wummmumhm

..immuhmumﬂ-nyhmmmmuummu;
a subtle change crept into his life: he found himself no longer lajing
mm.nmuﬂmmp.Mntlmmnoﬂ
the minutiae of the taryag mitzvot. Imperceptidly 1ife in Isrmel had pro-

_ vided substitutes for these formerly mnmmotwawa.d-
M.M!thﬂlmanil. uam-unmmumar-

:mmmtmpﬁuhsimﬁ ' mmuﬁ.wt
mwmm hir-llumi-u mmua |

That cum-.., 1 must say h@u nﬁﬁm,uumm to us vith justice.
It 1 a unique, pmﬂmmwmntmt. d® 8 not need
Mmerican ma:m-.mwgm far more natural, spontan—
eus media of Jevish self-{dentifieation than all our perfervid holiday
momauam-mmmmelguimmmu .

The child in the Iaraeli school, ofmmpm learms more Tanach
than, vamm.hw. some of ua have gbsorbed in our scuinaries,
The intellectusl, cultural, social interests of its people are more
adequately provided for than afe those of our own people by all our study
eircles, forums, book reviews, discussion groups. What Israel needs, and
is unconsciously yearning for, is the Jowish religion, pure and simple,
- untrammeled by medieval ritualiam and legalism, unhampered by the mood and
ﬁ.mmofphtulﬁ-lnmm. mmmmn
wmm Imdnmﬂtilﬁnm-‘“

know 1% Mn. But 45 own indigenous, suthentic re-statesent of the ﬂun'l.
truths o our faith, in a vocabulary which esn reach the hearts of the
people, mnd in institutions of its own devising vhich can revolutionise
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1umﬁmm-¢vndmutm¢hWMuhw.m
umuﬂxmcnumunmtnohsturhuotm-t
mmm&,ulﬂmmh%hﬂbhlm'burduih
own modern version of Judaimme nmmummnrm
mwmmumnmum mnnhmlimor
moricay ummu identified vith the goncept of an mun;. forever
mmm mmum.bmarmumt-
ﬂmﬁhﬁu‘!buﬁﬁiu«ﬂmuhmthmmw
wnwwundm-owanwuwnmmam %
:mtuﬁmdﬁatmmtut uncrhﬁcmodmm
| hxhu}.rn-h;t.‘ 1t in this sphere, at

u& m o e T e
€ material pressures ;‘f v eourse of
offer our resources vhile her
institutions are me it not o callous as to
fender inner growth so muel hlhﬂth‘hh
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inevitable at the moment and perhaps algo not undesirable. It

may be that the powerful magle of strong nationalism and super-
patriotism is necessary in order to sustain the incredible struggle
for swrvival.

Yet even at the time when she 1g fighting for her very life
economically, Israel must also remember the purpose of that life.

She exists, by ﬁ.‘\md. of mwv ﬂ who were hu‘ lleu. not
to display mpm- wm&m mmmn a life-
saving device, but mm ‘the pe ’ . and m objectives
of the Jm.hnnnammmm!tvmnt to be
achieved. FProphets must spesk again mnnumm No
one wants just another. Mﬂw'!' 2.

Preferable would b. a np.tl.n h‘ J’m. ;llt&ﬂu-u on the outside,
citizens of our own lands, can be h ol?ou partnership, setting for
itgelf the goals of the M‘Fﬁ T tthful ideals and timeless
values of gocial Juﬁn. the 'nmdpn of God on earth. This kind of
Judaism, in the land of Iﬂ'ul m ﬂthout._‘ilm with a senge of
destiny and universal purpose, is ths aniy mthy carrier of our
pecple's historic role. ‘

It is & great thrill for the Imn to see his flag flying over
his president's house. But the high and noble senge of migglon cannot
gome solely from pride in politieal independence. The spur of the
ageless religious inspiration of Judaism must again and again be
applied if Israel is to be more than just another state.

We lesrned that religious inspiration isg lacking for thoge who
have abrogated the rigid formalism of the past. No new form has heen
deviged to house the free spirit, to attract the lonely searcher, to
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Solomon's popper mines in the gourth. From the pulszating cities and
crowded highways to the rav simplicity of new 1ittle villages we
- wandered and wondered, absorbed and digested.

We agked Rav Maimon about the Wh. whoge re-establishment
he had propoged, and we ssked the archeologists about the new Roman
statues unearthed at Caeserea. Ashkelon ig getting a new port and
lmnmrm mm:aMaoluhmnmmnum

Life is pﬂgm l“lt'ﬂy ,Dt % thm umm in making
program. m.mmﬁmmm mY . !Hjjut a8 we
léarned in A-.g.p in 1933 that men m: ‘;h"p“ wa.gt, if the

‘bresd of 1nu§m mhmf m% gun Israsl the
wheels will dﬁ: sruu'l and ;ho lgnl_pt }n- vu.i slowly rige, if

we maintain for yet a tu' Mmrgi‘nn Tull measure of gifts and

loans. We mmnemmuqno:_pmphmmulm
'ummuwxm&;m*nng WA and Terasl Bonds are
lti.ll of prime muua.ty. 3 ﬁ. - nbbu. ntmﬂ tc Americs,
Tirnly regolved to- lti*us thls rwm most important fact we
Secondly, we saw that mqﬁ.ﬂt needed IW, as well

as the economy. The spirit to conquer obstasles i thera. The spirit

. to produce more and congume less is there. The epirit to welcome the

weary and tempest~tossed is there. But the spirit of free religious
exaltation must also be there. With the exception of the minority
who gtill practice the full code, mogt of the people geem to draw upon
the well-spring of all other sources for spiritual inspiration, rather
than upon the fountain of high religious devotion. Perhaps this is
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IH ISRAEL - 1951 '

Given Thursday evening, Jime 12, 1951
Herbert A. Friedman
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REPORT ON OCAR INSTITUTS
IS ISRAEL - 1951
Given Thursday evening, June 12, 1951
Herbert A. Friedman

The COAR Ingtitute in Israel in the summer of 1951 was higtoric. .
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The highest authorities in religion, politlag, military affairs, the
press, the arts, Mnm uiuuum Tinance and industry,
eutmmmmmmmmmmmmauunu
the new pgtate. - SR
mmmmmuumu.mmmmmmm
appointments set up with osbiret pembers and university professors,
rabbls and army officers, 444 our men come to gee the full perapective.
No corner of the country esocaped owr interested gaze. Beyond
the anclent Bidlical limite 41d we penetrate. 7The traditional stretoh
from Dan to Beersheba is now superseded by the new extremes of Metulla,
on the border of lebanon, to Elath, on the gulf of the Red Sea. We
found owr way from the headwaters of the Jordan in the north to King
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