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' Awerican Jewish Congress

SUITE 800 ® 28 EAST JACKSON BOULEVARD ® CHICAGO 4, ILLINOIS
WEbster 9-4523
e 370

C 7 December 28, 1953

Dear Colleague:

In the December 9th issue of K.A.M, News, colleague Jacob J, Weinstein
wrote the following:

"The American Jewish Congress has recently come out in strong
opposition to the joint Christmas-Hanukkah celebrations in our
public schools, The Congress reminds us that we can't eat our
cake and have it, too, We can't complain about the violation of
the American tradition of the separation of Church and State
when Gideon Bibles are distributed in the schools, or when
prayers are read in the classrooms, or when school time is eet
aside for religious instruction, and then ask that the story of
Hanukkah be dramatized and Hanukkah songs be sung in our public
schools,

"Of course, the Congress realizes that the pressure for Hanukkah
has been exerted to antidote the tremendous emphasis on Christmas,
As much as it appreciates the motivation, the Congress still re-
grets the practice since it deprives us of moral integrity in our
insistence on preserving the separation of Church and State, In
its recent releases, the Congress further reminds us that to jux-
tapose Hanukkah, a festival built around warfare - even for a noble
cause - with Christmas, with its message of child love and peace,
is to put Hanukkah at a serious disadvantage. It would be far more
relevant to compare Christmas to Rosh Hashanah or Yom Kippur, There
is the further disadvantage that there is a vast repertoire of
Christmas material and Christmas songs while Hanukkah has as yet
found little expression in the arts, Lastly, it most often happens
that Christmas is interpreted by a teacher who has a personal com-
mitment to the inner meaning of the holiday and a large experience
with all its emotional overtones, while Hanukkah is left to the
wayward mercies of one who has read about it in the encyclopedia
or has been hastily briefed by a Rabbi,

"The Congress recommends that we leave religious instruction and
religious celebration to the church and to the home., Ewven though
the Jews may not succeed in removing Christmas celebrations from
the schools, we should not sell our birthright to protest as Ameri-
can citizens against the involvement of the church in the schools
for the so-called joint celebrations of Hanukkah-Christmas,
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*The Congress faces us with a most important challenge to think

through a problem we have too long juggled as a hot potato, The
discussion groups at K.A.M. will place the issue on the agenda,"

I believe that the enclosed questionnaire form will be of interest

to you, We would be most happy to supply you with mass quantities if
you can circularize this document in your congregation and thus assist
in making more comprehensive the survey in which we are engaged,

Cordially yours,
B

Encs,
8JJ /amj



SURVEY OF SECTARIAN FRACTICES IN THE SCHOOLS

The problem of Christmas celebrations in the public schools is one of the most
sensitive in the entire church-state area, It is here that the American Jewish
Congress, comnitted to the principle of strict separation of church and state,
faces its strongest opposition, within as well as outside of the Jewish community.
To strengthen our position, both in educating the community and, where necessary,
in presenting complaints to appropriate public authorities, we need a solid back=-
ground of factual information on a nationwide basis,

We are, therefore, calling upon our membership at this time to assist us in obtain-
ing as much information as we can get on sectarian practices in the public schools,
particularly on what happens during the period before the Christmas vacation. We
are asking all the chapters to assist in gathering this material,

Each member can help by reporting what happens in the schools and classes that her
children attend., You can tell us not only what you as parents may see in the
schools but also what you are told by your children. Of course, the more accurate
details you can give us, the more valuable the material will be, It is understood
that your reports will be confidential and no action will be taken on the basis of
any information you give us unless specifically requested by you.

This is the kind of information we need., The questions apply both to separate
classes and school assemblies,

1. Is there a Christmas play or other ceremony?

If so, how much religious content does it have?

Is it limited to Santa Claus and the exchange of presents?

Does it extend to a description of the celebration of Christmas in other lands?

Does it deal with the birth of Christ?

2. Are Christmas carols sung?

If so, it would be useful to know which ones - "Silent Night™ and ®The First
Noel" or merely songs like "Jingle Bells",

3. If the rooms are decorated, do the decorations include crosses, Christmas
trees, Nativity scenes?

L. To what extent do Jewish children participate in activities of a definitely
istian character - such as singing carols and playing parts in Nativity

lays?

5. Finally, to what extent do any of the activities, songs and decorations include
references to Hanukkah?

We want to know when and where these practices occur and also where they do not
oceur, In fact, we are specifically interested in schools and classes where no
major Christmas celebrations take place,

We would also like to know your best guess as to the proportion of Jewish children
in the class or school and the name of the school and class to which you refer,

Send your replies to:

COMMISSION ON LAW AND SOCIAL ACTION
AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS

SUITE 800

28 EAST JACKSON BOULEVARD

CHICAGO L, ILLINOIS



SO YOUR CHILD WANTS A CHRISTMAS TREE ...

In the life of the American ckild, December is a happy nonth,
for it brings holiday spirit, parties and presents. To many
Anmerican Jewish parents, December brings a troublesome problem -
whether to pivot these parties and presents about Chanukah, or to
reserve then for the date when the community at large is cele-~
brating its Christmas holiday.

This year, as in other years, many Jewish parents will be
greatly distressed by the appeals of their children for Christmas
trees and Christmas trimmings. Once again, some Jewish parents
accede to the pleas of their children, offering any one of a
dozen reasons (or rationalizations): To refuse would (1) nake the
children unhappy; (2) deprive then of something of real charm and
beauty; (3) cut them off from celebrating one of America's folk
holidays ("the Christmas tree really has no religious significance.");
(4) give them a sense of "being different" from their neighbors
and playmates, etec.

Those of us to whom Jewish life is meaningful cannot too
lightly disniss the impact of this problem upon a large number of
Tewish parents. In home after Jewish home, we have encountered such
situations, with children asking for what their playmates have,
and parents, hopelessly confused in their thinking, proceeding
aven with the best intentions, to scuttle what remains of Jewish
7alue and sentiment in the hone.

Since this annually recurring crisis will soon again be at
hand, it night be well to examine the problem and clarify a few
“undamental points with reference to it.

1.

At the very outset it should be made clear that this is a
problen of Jewish parents, not Jewish children....The same mother
who insists upon the child eating spinach and washing behind the
sars 1s somehow helpless to oppose his whims in the natter of a
Christmas tree., The father, who, through the year, is not too
concerned with glving his children a full and rich folk experience
becomes suddenly worried lest they "miss out on something 'beautifuj.
end worthwhile.,"

In the continuous battle of wits between parents and children,
“he latter are quick to pick out the weak spots in their parents!
line and drive through to their advantage. Host parents actually
request a Christmas celebration by their own obvious indecision
and by their lack of Jewish convictions and loyalties, which
children are quick to perceive. Faced with the same brand of
parental authority and resourcefulness that they meet in other
areas of their home experience, and given adequate substitutes in
terms of comparable Jewish ceremonials, children would by no means
make a special issue of this request. With many Jewish parents,
the Christmas problem is in the same category as the "sex problem";
the child makes a perfectly simple and normal request (for sex
information - or for a Christmas tree), and the parent who has his
own enotional involvements in such matters, attributes unwarranted
significance to the whole affair. Iile pointto this, not by way of
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condemnation, but rather in appraisal of a cold fact; that the
"Christmas tree problem" arises out of a negative condition in our
parents rather than the positive devotion of our Jewish children
to the inherent aesthetic qualities of a bedecked and betinseled

fir tree.
! B

Some parents rationalize their observance of Christmas by
maintaining, usually with fervor, that Christmas is not a
religious, but rather a folk holiday. Many of our schools justify
their celebrations of Christmas on the same grounds. In this
connection we nmust consider the incontrovertible fact that
Christmas is one of the major events in every Christian church
program in America. Even our public school celebrations (pre-
sumably "non-sectarian”) include a "star of Bethlehem" on the tree
and revolve about stories of the matiyity, etc. Christmas carols
are lovely melodies, but their texts are neither general nor
secular., They are specifically Christian.

Other parents admit the religious foundation of Christras,
ut justify the observance by Jews on the grounds of widesrread
commercialization of the holiday. It takes on the aspect of a
national holiday, they say. Merchants gear their business to it,
cities decorate streets and buildings, and held community contests
for home decoration, etec. To this aspect of Christmas, they feel
their children have some right.

We would agree that Jewish children need not be forced to
shut their eyes to the beauty of Christmas decorations nor their
=ars to the charm of Christmas carols. Parents might well make a
point of taking their children out to see the most beautifully
adorned streets, and residences of their Christian neighbors. This
can be done exactly as children are exposed to many other things
of beauty which for one reason or another, they cannot possess.
That Christmas is beautiful does not alter its essentially Chrisfian
character nor justify its adoption by self-respecting jews.

IIT.

In some Jewish homes the Christmas tree is introduced because,
prarents tell us, the child who wants one and is deprived of it is
made to feel he is DIFFERENT. "We want him to feel that he is an
tnerican just like his neighbors and playmates." We repeat the
point made earlier in this discussion, thet this is a typical
FARENTAL rationalization having little or nothing to do with the
child's attitude. For though children do indeed feel the ne=d for
belonging to the group and the urge to conform to its patte.ns, they
learn very early that not all individuals or families or grqups live
by the same pattern. Let these apprehensive parents ask themselves:
Do we permit our child to do everything our neighbors' children do?
Would we think of letting our child go to the movies every night
Just because Mary and Johnny do? The basic fact is -- and it is a
principle that should be made clear to every child at an early age --
that FAIMILIES DO THINGS DIFFFRENTLY. Meal times differ; spending
money is handled in different ways; regulations vary from family to
family as to toys, movies, vacations, bedtime, punishment, etec.
There 1s obviously something peculiar which suddenly impeis parents
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to fit into their neighbors! pattern when December approaches.

Some children will continue to ask for Christmas trees, as
they continue to asgsk for cnady béfore dinner. Reasonable parents,
and those who have not lost their sense of Jewish dignity, will meet
the request with calm and common sehse. They will point out, with
dignity, that, as Jews, we have ouf own religious and cultural
tradition; that Christmas is, therefore, not our holiday, though
the trees and lights gnd lights and colored decorations at the
first childish protest nor grasp at straws in an attempt to save
their children from the inevitable discovery that they are Jews.

They will be aware that the "Christmas tree problem" is not a
disease, but only a periodic symptom of a much more general
spiritual ailment.

IV,

But what, now, of the child? Will the Jewish child who is
denied a Christmas tree fall prey to all these conflicts? Will he
resent the Jewishness that deprives him of Christmas gaiety - and
Christmas presents? The answer must depend upon the kind of Jewish
rnome in which the particular child may live. If, in exchange for
Cnristmas, the child's Jewishness gives him not one, but eight days
of CHANUKAH, withCHANUKAH gifts, not once, but on each of the

eight nights; and if, in addition, it f£ills his life with the rich
and colorful ceremonials which dhildren love: Shabbos with candles
and kiddush, and havdalah in the deepening duskj; the fun of the
Succahj Purin with masks and gragers and presents; a seder in which
HE takes part, with questions and singing and AFIKOMAN; and
hroughout the year, the enchanting tales of Jewish Heroes and
'ilting Hebrew songs which children love to sing,--being Jewish
cffers these pleasures and satisfactions - adults call them
compensation - then to miss out on Christmas as his very own
holiday will certainly leave no scar on the child's personality,
wi%l greate no conflict or complex about being "different" from the
majority.

The parent, however, who denies his child a Christmas tree
"on principls" and offers nothing in its stead may have genuine
cause for concern. Children of such parents all too often are
nnhappy; they do have a sense of shame about their being different
“rom, which to them means INFERIOR to, their non-Jewish friends.

The question, therefore, is not: To have or not to have a
“aristmas tree? This is but part of the larger problem of
“~ramatizing Jewish values and making them meaningful. in the lives
of our children. It is not something that can be accomplished al
regel achat ("while standing on one foot") when the Christmas
spirit is already in the air. It is a matter for more sustained
thinking and for all-year-round preparation. It involves re-
thinking our Jewish ceremonial tradition and in most instances,
re~educating Jewish parents. It means that parents must learn to
capitalize every occasion in the Jewish calendar for making
Jewishness pleasant and attractive and desirable for their children.

The magnitude of the American Christmas celebration and the
power of the commerciazlized Christmas spirit are a challange to the
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integrity and the ingenuity of Jewish parents. Some may prefer
to evade the challenge and ignore the consequences. Those of us
who value our children's happiness will have to prepare our
answer to the Christmas challenge in terms of intensified and

beautiful Jewish living through the twelve months of the year.
(Reprinted from "The Reconstructionist")
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Dear Friend:

Every December our members express their bewilderment and/or constern-
ation over Christmas (and in many instances Christmas-Hanukkah) ob-
servances in the public schools. Unfortunately, the concem with this
serious problem is stimulated for only a brief period each December,
too late a date to do anything about the matter during that particular
year,

The Commission on Law and Social Action of the Chicago Council of the
American Jewish Congress, consisting of representatives of AJCongress
Chapters and Affiliated Organizations, resolved at the close of 1952
not to let this matter again be forgotten an entire year., Discussions
were entered into at a number of the monthly meetings of the Commis-
sion; and one of its members, attormey Sheman P, Corwin, the CLSA
representative of the Aliyah Branch of the Labor Zionist Organization
Poale Zion, was asked to prepare a memorandum on the subject.

We take pleasure in sending you herewith Mr, Corwin's Memorandum, in
its final revision, which sets forth succinctly the position of the
American Jewish Congress and the majority of the Jewish community.

Supplementing this document, which was drawn up locally, we are in-
cluding a statement on the national position of AJCongress as presen-
ted a few years ago by Isaac Toubin, National Associate Director.

A further point should be added to the enclosed material about the
negative effect of such religious celebrations in the public schools
on inter-cultural relations, The whole rationale of the program is to
foster inter-cultural relations. ¥Yet, as a matter of fact, it is a
violation of the religious obligations of Catholic students or teach-
ers to participate in joint Christmas-Hanukkah celebrations, The
result is that to promote such celebrations is in effect to seek to
cause Catholics and others to breach their religious obligations,

This matter is discussed on Pages L10-412 of the recently-published
volume on "Church, St.ate anll 'reedom® by Dr. Leo Pfeffer, Dr, Pfeffer,
of the professiona ress national Commission on Law and
Social Action, has ﬁrs.t.tan what is generally regarded as the most
definitive work on this tremendously vital subject., Copies of the
675-page volume are available at the discount price of $6.50 from our
office.

For those who request it, some copies are still available of the
pamphlet "Hanukkah, Christmas and the Jewish Child", published last
year by the Chicago Council of the American Jewish Congress. That
booklet deals with the problem as it relates to Jewish living in
America,

Finally, additional copies of the present letter and Memorandum are
avajlable upon request from the Congress Office,

Cordially yours,

MRS, PEN ECKER
Vice-Chairman

Commission on Law ana Social Action

COBS
Executive Director

ABROAD

To rep J h | before G onts and
lmuulﬂudh . To work for Restorotion of
Jawish Rights . Tomh-mimw
out the world,

-

AT HOME

To organirs the American Jewish Community for Unity
end Democracy in Jewish Afigirs . . . To Develop on
Informed Public Opinion on Jewish Problems ., . . To
combat ontl-Semitism in oll ity Phoses.




Memorandum On

CHRISTMAS AND CHRISTMAS-HANUKKAH CEIEBRATIONS IN PUBLIC SCHOOIS

*REREREES

Statement by SHERMAN P, COEWIN for Committee on Law and Social Action of
Chicago Council, American Jewish Congress

The organizations which encourage the celebration of Hanukkah in the public schools
argue that the Christmas celebrations have been too long established in the public
schools to be excluded at this date and that the joint Christmas-Hanukkah celebra-
tion presents an opportune time to promote in the public schools an appreciation of
religious differences and inter-cultural understanding, They argue that through
these joint celebrations moral and spiritual values can be taught without endanger-
ing religious freedom; they state that it is possible to teach about religion
generally without advocating or teaching any one religious faith; they feel that
the celebration and apparent equating of both religious holidays in the public
schools is of emotional value to both the children and the parents, because it
gives them a greater feeling of belonging and being accepted in the school communi-
ty. Since we cannot take Christmas out of the public schools, let us do the next
best thing and bring in Hanukkah as well,

The second, far larger, group of Jewish organizations (and there are, of course,

s of emphasis between different organizations and different individuals
within both groups) feel that all religious observances are out of place in the
public schools. The Bill of Rights of the Constitution of the United States pro-
vides that *Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof...". The lith Amendment of the Constitution
places a similar restriction on the states, Teaching in the public schools of any
religious dogma or practice, Bible reading, the saying of prayers, released time,
plays or tableaux in the public schools about the nativity at Christmas, or about
the crucifixion at Esster, or about Judah Maccabee at Hanukkah - all are viola-
tionsof the doctrine of separation of church and state which is so basic a part of
our American heritage,

Christmas celebrations are firmly entrenched as part of the public school curri-
culum, But do we do anything to alleviate the problem when we insist that our
religious celebration also be given recognition? Are we not then emphasizing all
religious celebrations in the publiec schools? Does it then become more difficult
for us to prevaut the placing of "Christ back into Christmas® - an entirely legiti-
mete effort in the Christian church and home - dn the schools as well? If we
emphasize the Hanukkah ceélebration, can we speak strongly against the celebration in
tha schools of Easter, of Good Friday? Can we, with any corsistency, object to
reloased time, to Bible reading? Is owr opposition on the teaching in public
8chools by persons in religious garb more difficult to sustain?

The stress on the Hanukkah celebration in the public schools gives it an importance
% which it is not entitled as a rsligious holiday. Would it not be a better
equation with Christmas to celebrate Rosh Hasharah and Yom Kippur in the public
Schools? Is it that we are trying to compete with the glamcur treatment given by
the merchants to the Christmas festival? Will we perhaps ccwe off only second
test? Will we even then later find it necessary to deglamourize what we have
created in order to restore the religious and the ethical significance of the
holiday? Is it really possible for our public school teachers to teach about re-
1iglon without advocating or teaching any religious creed?

~0 many communities where Hanukkah celebrations have been held in the public
tchoals, the experience has been unfavorsble. In some communities the Jewish

8roups and the Christian groups have competed with each other to see which could
meke the more elaborate, and not necessarily the more meaningful, celebration. In
Gther communities the Hanukkah celebraticn has been a very miuor portion of the
Christmas program. The celebrations have at times emphasized the differences betweer
“he two groups, They have sometimes made the Jewish child more conscious of his
rinority status,

-n Cleveland, for example, the Jewish Community Council and other Jewish groups for
faveral years actively participated in and prepared manuals for joint Christmas-
fanukkah celebrations, Since 1951, all such participation has stopped b=cause, as
‘ne of the leaders states, of "the Rabbinical stress upon the impossibility of
Civorcing the religious and the cultural elements of the holidays without cutting
“e spiritual hearts out of both Hanukkah and Christmas and reducing them to secu-
larized and empty mockeries of their true meaning; and the feeling that the
Prineiple of strict separation of church and state is so precious to us as Jews and
&s Americans that we camnot in any way compromise it, even if there may be inter-
cultural values implicit in the joint celebrations.® It is to be noted that the
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cessation of such joint participation itself created problems since the Jewish

community in Cleveland and elsewhere is not-completely informed and unified in
its outlook on this problem,

After a study of these arguments, the Joint Advisory Committee on Religion in the
Public Schools of the Synagogue Council of America and the National Community Re-
lations Advisory Council (of which the American Jewish Congress and most other
Jewish community, social and religious organizations are members, with the recent
exception of the Anti-DUefamation League and the American Jewish Committee) on
December 9, 1952, issued the following recommendation:

"Jewish community agencies and leaders should not encourage, initiate, or
participate in observances or celebrations of Hanukkah in the public
schools, We believe that the value, if any, of celebrations of Hanukkah in
the public schools is far less than the danger to the American principle of
separation of church and state inherent in the introduction of such sectarian,
religious ceremonies,"

The problem is even more complex with respect to the observances in the public
schools of the holidays of other religious faiths, We are facing here a practice
with a long background, It has been discovered, moreover, that the problem is an
extremely volatile one, one which can easily burst into a serious conflagration
unless carefully handled, The non-Jew does not generally realize that the
religious holiday celebration in any way infringes the doctrine of the separation
of church and state, Frequently any attack on a religious celebration in the
public school is treated as an attack on religion itself.

As a result of the delicate nature of any solution to this phase of the problem,
the Joint Advisory Committee in its release of December 9, 1952, also stated

®with respect to holiday observances of other religious faiths.... dJewish
community agencies and leaders should not uncertake public action either in
protest or in opposition to such observances in the public schools, without
prior consultation with the Joint Advisory Committee,"

Certainly, however, any effort to increase the religious context of the Christmas
celebration should be resisted, zlthough only with tact and care and whenever
possible through the use of a Rabbi or other religious leader as a spokesman. The
right of Jewish or other non-Christian children to refuse to participste, if they
50 desire, in any religious program or observance should, of course, be maintained,

The protlem is not a simple one. The argmments against the position of the Joint
Advisory Committee and the American Jewish Congress are not without some merit,

They should be met by persuasive effort, not only by affirmstive action., It is
nevertheless the studied conclusion of the Joint Advisory Committee and of the
American Jewish Congress that the Hanukkah celebration, whether by itself or jointly
with a Christmas celebration, has no legitimate place in a public school in our
country,

aa it B S S AT R

STATEMENT OF THE POSITION OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS

Presented By
ISAAC TOUBIN, NATIONAL ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR
at the

JOINT CONFERENCE ON RELIGIOUS HOLIDAY OBSERVANCES IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOL
SPONSORED BY THE SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA AND THE NATIONAL COMMUNITY
RELATIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL - SEPTEMBER 13-1k, 1949

iz.y task in stating the position of the American Jewish Congress in the matter of
Joint religious celebrations in the public school systems in this country is going
A pe a relatively simple one, I hope that the consistency of the position taken
by Congress on this and other matters relating to the separation of church and
Stats may not by this time appear to be monotonous.,

for us the program of joint celebrations of religious holidays in the public school
Syctem is only one of the most obnoxious manifestations of the invasion by the
cuureh of what we consider to be the exclusive province of the state. That inva-
sion represents a threat to the democracy of our country and ultimately a threat to
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the inner, if not the outer, security of the Jewish community itself.

We recognize, and we would be naive not to recognize, that the celebration of the
Christmas holiday and the Christian cultural tradition of our country and the
folkways of the Christian community pervade almost every aspect of our life and
inevitably have intruded upon the school system of our country., We would be
equally naive and irresponsible if we did not think that this problem of the in-
sinvation of Christian folkways into the educational system would have to be dealt
with tactfully and diplomatically. A recognition of this need for tact, however,
should not distract us from the basic issue that as a natural consequence of what
is now the established position of the Jewish community on the subject of released
time, we feel that the Jewish community (after it has persuaded itself or the
majority of its members) should make clear to the total American community that it
is opposed to any joint religious celebrations in the school system, just as it is
opposed to the celebration of individual religious festivals or customs by any
single group alone in the school system,

The acceptance of the idea of joint religious celebrations in the school system we
believe to be the result of a series of rationalizations, First, there is the
rationalization of the devotees of inter-cultural education who, having committed
themselves to the theory of intercultural education, must now argue that joint
celebrations of religious festivals in the school system is a logical consequence
of this theory and therefore a valid idea,

The second rationalization is made by some who, having conceded that it is not
possible to prevent the celebration of Christian folkways in the school system and
who having accepted such celebrations in one form or another, nmow argue that Jewish
folkways counterbalance these Christian celebrations. As a result, they maintain
the Jewish child gets a sense of equality with his Christian neighbor and Jewish
religious symbolism achieves a level of acceptance equal with Christian symbolism,

The third rationalization is made by some Jewish religious leaders who, like their
Christian colleagues, now feel that the introduction of Jewish celebrations into
the school system will compensate for the failure on the part of the institutions
of the Jewish community to adequately reach the Jewish child., They now hope that
the public schools, by introducing Jewish religious symbols as an integral part of
the total American culture, will help adjust the Jewish child to a healthy Jewish
life,

And, finally, there is the rationalization of those who feel that Christmas parti-
cularly is no longer a Christian holiday, It has now become a national folkway.
They argue that it has completely lost its Christian connotation; that it is now
being celebrated by many Jews within their own homes; that it ought to be accepted
as part of the American tradition; and that, therefore, the joint celebration of
Christmas and Hanukkah is a splendid idea,

We in the American Jewish Congress see a vast distinction between the doctrine of
inter-cultural education and the idea of joint religious celebrations, We do not
altogether disparage the value of the former, but we are prepared to deny that
Joint religious celebrations themselves are beneficial either to the communal
relations between Jews and Christians; to the Jew's acceptance of his place in
American society; or, what is even more important to us, to the Jew's acceptance
of his own tradition as a Jew in American society, If joint Christmas-Hanukkah
celebrations are desirable, it would follow that Passover and Easter or Pentecost
and Shevuoth would be equally desirable, and the tragedy of our time might be that
Rosh Haghanah and New Year's Day do not occur simultaneously,

For our part, we say that the introduction of the Hanukkah celebration does not
cancel the harm done by the introduction of a Christian religious celebration into
the school system. However great the amount of tact or diplomacy we may have to
use in order to eliminate such celebrations from the school system, it is never-
“heless the responsibility of the Jewish community itself to persuade itself and
others to the end that religious celebrations be eliminated, Other religious
infiltrations into the curriculum of the school system may be dealt with at another
time and with different techniques; for today's purposes we are concermned exclu-
sively with the problem of joint religious celebrations,

The continued celebration of Christmas, whether it be considered by Jews (strangely
enough) as a national folkway and by Christians as a Christian folkway, makes
Christmas acceptable to the Jewish comaunity, This increasing acceptability de-
stroys the fibre of the Jewish community, and we in the Congress are concermed not
only with community relations, we are also conceined with the intemal strength of
the Jewish community, What strength do we give to the Jewish community, not alone
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through the synagogues, Hebrew schools and Jewish organizations, btut what strength
does the Jew derive from the impact of the American cultural and social system
upon him? One of the greatest threats to the inner security of the Jewish cormu-
nity is the increased acceptance by Jews themselves of the idea that Christmas is
a national folkway, that it may be introduced as part of the cultural and educa-
tional system of our country and that the Jewish child may then be exposed to the
equation of Christmas and Hanukkah as part of the American tradition., This chiMd
then grows up to discover in his adult life that he is really a Jew, differing in
many ways from the rest of his community and umable to understand why, if in his
youth both of these and other holidays were equally acceptable, the Jewish holiday
alone has now become his peculiar heritage as a Jew,

The second argument that the school system will reach the Jewish children not
otherwise affected by the responsible institutions of the Jewish commumnity is &lso
an attack on the inner strength of the Jewish community, 1t relieves the home and
the established institutions of Jewish education of their basic responsibility;
namely, that of properly interpreting the place of Jewish tradition and Jewish
folkway in Jewish life so that the Jewish child will become adjusted not only to
his Jewlishness but to those characteristics Mc:h distinguish him from the total
American cmmity. ]ﬁb ‘G0 not regard the ) stem-and the introduction of
joint religious cele ons as a"pinim to the us of i‘q,férml strength.

Likewise, we ragardm mmd ;Inﬁnt alebrations as a danger
equal to the exi of independe: ssive Ch uhbraummm
school system, The fact that mdm may in some cases also be asked to
celebrate Hanukkah ﬂais not vitiate the eifect of W‘»‘mﬁw of the Christmas
holiday and ite acceptability within the public M” . We are not opposed
to the idea that Christians ought to understand Jewish traditions or tiet Jews
ought to understand Christian tradition. But we do pot think it is the Ix'ovinea of
the school system of this country, ma an instn:qe t' f a'democratic society, to
become a vehicle of propaganda for the separate f ‘However worthwhile the
exchange of knowledge about another's faith may he, thigeexchsnga should not take
place within the premises of the school sjntamm*. it become & wedge, one of the
many wedges sought by urtainfhreei"ﬁﬂﬂmm@ community to make the
school system an instrument of the qmrch, We regard this idea of joint or inde-
pendent celebrations of religious holidaye as 2 danger eqnl‘L to the whole practice
of released and dismissed t:tne in the school system,. '

Therefore, we of the mnem Jewish c:oniuq are up;psad to the introduction of
religious celebrations and their practice in any shape, menner or form. And we
counsel the Jewish communities, its Rabbis, its synagogues, its national and local
agencies to make that position clear to tha total American community.



MEMORANDUM FROM ’ - AMERICAN JBWISH CONGRESS
28 E. Jackson Blvd, - WEbster 9-4523

To: Community Relations Councils
Group Relations Agencies

From: WILL MASLOW, National Director, Commission on Law and Social Action

The rationale of Jewish intervention in defense of the status of the civil
righte of other minority groups has frequently been misunderstood both within and
without the Jewish community. Because this has often proved troublesome, I think
you will be interested in the following reply by the American Jewish Congress to a
comment appearing in the June, 1953 issue of the B'nai Zion Voice, published by

B'nai Zion, a Jewish fraternal organization.
In that issue a column written by Ben David contained the following remarks.
It should be observed that the Ben David column is always published under a note
disclaiming B'nai Zion responsibility for his editorial views:
THE DAMASK CHEEK

"Are ye not as the children of Ethiopians unto Me, O children of Israel?--saith
the Iord.®* --Amos 9:7

It seems that the American Jewish Congress and similar Jewish groups have taken
the above too literally. Before God we are all His children, the black, white,
brown, yellow and many-hued, We must not give anyone less than his rightful due,
We must not differentiate one man from another because of his pigmentation or
racial origin., It does not follow, however, that as a religious entity, albeit a
minority, we are bound to go into battle for the rights and benefits of our fellow
Americans of the Negro race,

As Americans, as liberals, as believers in justice and liberty we deem it fit and
proper to stand forth individually or with others to defend and protect our fellow
citizens. But why as Jews and as a Jewish body? Is there a dearth of specifically
Jewish problems, difficulties, issues, that we must expend our organized and com-
munal strength on behalf of other minorities? Most Jewish Americans are not
affiliated with Jewish organizations, They are scattered among multitudinous move-
ments, causes, wings, and trends of organized community snd national activities,
Too few of our kin devote themselves to our own family. Why waste our meager
collective seed? Why give away our strength, leaving us weaker as owr reward? We
are told that minorities must unite and work together to accomplish anything.
Accomplish for whom? Aside from rhetoric, when did any other minority ever aid us
in fact? They are the first to turn against us at the first opportumnity. Some
minorities in America for whom we fought and bled eventually came into power. We
still remain in the minority and it is we who get slapped by our erstwhile friends
as well as by our ancient enemies. This is not the language used at so-called
interfaith meetings and functions but the facts of history are inexorable.

THE FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE REPLY BY ISAAC TOUBIN, NATIONAL ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR,
AJCONGRESS

#r, Hyman J, Fliegel, Editor July 13, 1953
B'nai Zion Voice ;

225 West 57th Street

New York City

Dear Mr, Fliegel;

e were perplexed by the column called "Ben David's Views" in the June, 1953

issue of your magazine, What purports to be a criticism of American Jewish Congress
activity is in reality a regrettably misinformed appraisal of the opportunities as
well as the obligations existing for any minority in a democratic society.

In an item called *The Damask Cheek", Ben David condemns the American Jewish Con-
gress for having undertaken *to go into battle for the rights and benefits of our
fellow Americans of the Negro race.® The burden of his argument seems to be that
this battle is basically of little concern to us as Jews, He asserts that there
are other areas more compellingly Jewish in character to oeccupy our attention.
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- Ben David speaks with the voice of a Jewish isolationism, not less troublesome be-

cause it is ethnic rather than geographic. So far as the American Jewish Congress
is concerned, we accept that part of Jewish tradition which fixes an affirmative
mandate upon the Jewish community to expand its horizons beyond the merely parochial,
And we do not preach without practicing.

But even on a practical level our dedication to principle has yielded a profitable
return. It is unforgivable shortsightedness not to see that no minority in the
United States can possibly champion its own rights without at the same time lending
assistance to others similarly placed. The harsh truth is that left to ourselves,
we can accomplish nothing; joined with others we can and have achieved significant
results,

Even if it were true, as Ben David declares, that we have received nothing in return
for our efforts on behalf of others, we would not be relieved of the responsibility
of fighting all manifestations of discrimination with the same vigor which we expect
others to show in fighting arti-Semitism, Neither our religion nor our history nor
our own personal sense of ethics condones such a mercenary approach to righteous-
ness, Moreover, his contention is both unfair and inaccurate., To take but one
ex=mple, in the litigation brought to the United States Supreme Court involving
racial restrictive covenants the parties actually invclved were Negroes, but the
import of the case was to end the use of restrictive covenants against Jews as well,
Our assistance in the campaign to end bias in hiring and firing perhaps redounded
most to the benefit of the Negro community but only because job discrimination is
sharpest against them, In the cure of any disease those who are most desperately
sick have the most to be thaniful for but this does not mean that those who are first
beginning to fall ill have no reason for gratitude,

In at least one area the cooperation of Jewish and Negro membership organizations
has helped Jews more than it has Negroes. Fair education practices laws, such as
the Quinn-Oliffe Law in New York, were directed primarily against the quota system
in medical schools and in colleges, The fact that relatively few Negroes were appli-
cants for those appointments did not deter Negro groups from lending us their un-
qualified support and aid in our campaign for the enactment of this legislation.

Finally, as a Zionist group, I should not need to remind you of the assistance
given by walter White, President of the NAACP, at a critical time during the UN
consideration of the Palestine partition resolution, in the negotiations with Haiti
and Liberia,

These are the practical advantages we have gained, There are other advantages, It
is, of course, a simple mattor to write off high sounding phrases abont "the fabric
of a democratic society® or "cultural pluralism® eithoer as mere glibness or as a
kind of wan idealism not suiiable for real life, Part of our organizationsl per-
sonality, however, is that we take our ideals seriously, As a Jewish minority the
whole of our experience has taught us that the only way to live with others is, to
some extent at least, to live for others,

We must be concemed with safeguarding the democratic process as the best way to
preserve our integrity and our identity as Jews. PBut democracy frequently ceases,
even in this country, at the boundaries of race, color and creed., It is not al-
ways the same race, color or creed that is subjected to abuse, but this abuse, no
matter what its target, always poses the identical threat to the achievement of a
peaceful and just communal 1life. The only really significant way to guarantee or
srotect or extend Jewish rights is to round out democracy wherever it is imperfect,
This is a far different thing from merely seeking special protection for Jews or
&nyone else, It involves fighting on dozens of fronts to establish and safeguard
the rights of all groups in America wherever those rights are curtailed.

%en David apparently believes that this program has meant a dissipation or a diver-
8lon of our interests from specifically Jewish problems and Jewish issues. Speaking
for the American Jewish Congress, I camnnot agree that our interest in one area has
Tesulted in indifference in another, On the contrary, this very zeal and ardor for
tze rights of others has strengthened and stimulated our conception of Jewish needs
&nc aspirations, We have managed within the limits of our crganization, to develop
and nourish a program for the extension of civil rights, while at the same time we
continue to address ourselves to the replenishment and extension of those activities
woich even Ben David must acknowledge to be indisputably Jewish in nature, The fact
“hat we have a Commission on Law and Social Action has not precluded us from creat-
ing a Commission on Jewish Living; in addition to the widely respected and militant
Congress Weekly, we sponsor the magazine Judaism, devoted to a scholarly examination
of the philosophic and religious bases of traditional Judaism, We believe it
Sophistry to attempt to cleave this area into Jewish interests and non-Jewish inter-
ests. Our lives as Jews, we believe, must be rich and comprehensive enough to span
a host of activities, And we should be delinquent in the fulfillment of our pur-
ﬁaes if we fajiled to address ourselwves to the challenge of our total responsibili-
es,

Sincerely yours,

IT:ag Isaac Toubin, Associate Director
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December 6, 1950

To Members of the Religious Committee:

The Christmas-Hamukkah issue again received much attention

in ADL work this year.

The following information is provided

to give you the fullest possible picture of how this issue
was dealt with:

1.

2,

3.

The Religious Committee at & meeting on November 29,
was advised by ADL that Mr. Robert Gamsey had suggested
that another statement be issuved by the Committee on
the Christmes-Hanukksh issue. Mr. Gamzey felt that
last year's statement had been too negative and aggres-
sive and had elicited a2 number of unfavorable comments
from the Jewish commurdty,

ADL also advised the Religious Committee that ADL's
national office had formulated a statement and pro-
posed that paragrsphs 1 and 2 of the locally=issued
statement be deleted in favor of a paragraph reflecting
a more constructive approach to the problem,

The Committee, upon evaluating both paragraphs, ex-
pressed itself against deletion of last yearfs para-
graph and concurred that last year's statement should
not be changed.

The Christmas-Hanukksh issue was brought before the
full Denver ADL Committee and discussed. The delibera-
tions of the Religious Committee were presemted to the
Denver ADL Committee, The Denver ADL Committee felt
that this issuewarranted far more discussion than was
possible under the circumstances, It, therefore, tabled
discussion and expressed itself in faver of exploring
this issue further,

Mr, Gamgey was advised of the decision of the Religious
Committee. He did not feel that he wanted to republish
last year's statement without change., We, therefore,
made available to him last year's statement, national
ADL's statement, and several other items on this issue
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from our files. Having also been presemt at
the deliberations on this issue during the
meeting of the Denver ADL Committee, Mr. Gamzey
will prepare his own story from these various
sources, which will appear in next Thursday's
issue of the INTERMOUNTAIN JEWISH NEWS.

Requests from the schools have been moderate and
rather specific. The question of the preparation
of a manual assisting teachers in the attempt to
present Hanukkah teo their classes—as recommended
by the Religious Committee--will be determined
greatly by the need for such a mamumal, This need
can only be established by a survey of the Christ-
mas-Hanukkeh activities which have gone on during
this season, Such a survey will be discussed with
the Department of Instruction of the Denver Public
Schools in the near future, and its results will be
communicated to the Religious Committee before fur-
ther discussions on the creation of a mamnnal will
be held,

Cordi ally,
“Peter Bruswidk —27‘_»!-
Education Director



Statement of Principles
on
Religious Holiday observances in the Public Schools.

By
Anti-Defamation League
of

Btnai Btrith

It is our opinion that the adoption of the proposed NCRAC-Synagogue Council
statement on Religious Holiday Observances in the Public Schools (Sept. 13-1kL, 1949)
is inimical to the interests of the Jewish community in the United States. Its
adoption will injure Jewish-Christian relations for many years., Already, there is
evidence which supports our fears. Recent experiences in Chelsea, llassachusetts,
Camden, New Jersey and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, among others, illustrate the
dangers to which we refer,

The Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith believes that the HCRAC-Synagogue
Council statement is wrong in practice, if not also in principles The principle
of separation of church and state is one of the basic political concepts of
American democracy. Along side of it, a aplondid system of publie education, to
which we are completely dedicated, has de ‘while the various churches and
faiths have been free to pursue their own octrinations in whatever manner they
chose as long as they did not challenge 'I:ha risht of every man to worship in any
way he desired. However, the prohibition of the first amendment, in our opinion,
does not require the broad proscription of the character contained in the NCRAC
statement. Ve believe the public school -~ a great arm of democracy in our
country -— ought to be the source for explaining to all the children the ideals and
beliefs of the several cultures and religions in our country. If the public school
will do this, we believe that the teacher will faithfully discharge his trust and
set forth objectively and sympathetically the religious and cultursl patterns of
America. Ve would be derelict in our responsibiiity if we did not oppose vigorously
the NCRAC=Synagogue Council statement and set forth to the Jewish community our
reasons for so doing, In the light of this, we, therefore, present the following
statement representing the views of the /inti-Defemation League of Binai B'rith:

(1) The American Democratic system is founded in large part upon ethical
and moral concepts derived from the great religion of mankind., The
preservation and fostering of these concepts are essential to the
fullest realization of the Ameriean ideal and their growth and
development as major forces in American 1ife should be the deep
concern of every citizen.

(2) Religion has already been and continues to be the central core of
Jewish and Christian life. The Jewish community of America is deeply
concerned with materialistic tendencies in contemporary American
life, which, if permitted to grow unchecked, may work great harm to
the moral and spiritual basis of American Democracy. 1je urge all
religious groups to unite in an intensified national program outside
of the regular public school day, designed to enroll children of our
country in the religious schools of their respective faiths. We urge
religious bodies to avail themselves of all media of mass communication
for this program, such as the press, radio, motion pictures, speakers!
platforms and special dramatic projects.

1/ Adopted)by National Commission, May 13-1lj, 1950, Chicago (except for stylistic
changes)s



(3)

(k)

(5)

D)

We believe that the public school is not the place for the indoctrina-
tion of any sectarian pnilosophy or religion. The use of the public
Schools for the dissemination of such sectarian dogma, is of course,
constitutionally proscribed. When public school vacation periods and
religious holidays such as Christmas, occur at the same time, festival
celebrations are usually held in the schools. So long as no attempt
is made at religious indoctrination, we do not deem such celebrations
to be a violation of the American principle of separation of church
and state. Furthermore, in many commmnities joint Christimas-Chanukah
festivals have been sponsored in a spirit of festival celebration
without religious emphasis, in order, first, to give the Jewish
children a sense of belonging and, second, to help acquaint the non-
Jewish youngsters with the nature of the corollary festival vhich
their minority playmates enjoy in their own faith. e find in such
joint festivals, without any attempt at religious indoctrimation,

such a spirit of mutual cooperation that, if properly developed, they
can lead only to better relations between Jewish and non-Jewish
children, and similarly between their respective parents.

Festival celebrations, such as Christmas, Chanukah, Easter, Passover,
Chirese New Yearts, the Lutherans - lMartin Luther Day, Hohammedan
lionth of Fast (Ramadan), the Welsh - St. David's Day, and other na-
tionality and cultural occasions, without religious indoctrination
offer a unique and unparalleled opportunity to demonstrate the exis-
tence of cultures, other than Christian, in the United States. Such
celebrations or commemorationsy; construed and practiced, as ach%
about and not the indoctrination of, religion, are in consonance

the imerican principle of separation of church and state and with the
role of education in the promotion of demueratic and spiritual values.
Such occasions clearly represent the school's function to give to all
the children a conception of all the aspects of the society of which
The children, the school and -Ii'g'ﬁnﬁgmc parts. In this
last year various individuals have raised a serious question with
regard to the propriety of (a) the joint Christmas~Chanukah festivities,
(b) even the Christmas festivals alone, since they employ school time
and might, however culturally projected, be considered as fostering"
relicious ideas through the agency of the public school system. Ve,
however, hold that, pursued with caution and with sufficient regard
for the desires of the children and their parents in the various com-
munities, such joint Christmas~Chanukah festivals without relipgious
indoctrination cannot but be regarded as valuable intercultural aids
in a nation which is comprised of so many different denominations
and nationalities. We further hold that intelligent exchanges of
information on such festivals and customs cannot help but enrich the
minds of our children.

We believe that the advantages all Americans have gained from the
introduction of intercultural education into the public school system
will continue to furnish us with insight and guidance in carrying out
the above program. We recommend experimentation and a wide degree

of local option in the carrying out of the above program. le recognize
that further exploration and training in intercultural education, with
a view tc acquiring additional techniques and methods designed to create
better understanding among the adherents of various religions and races,

 will be required.
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SABBATH SERVICES

Friday, December lst, 8:15 P.M,

RABBI HERBERT A FRIEDMAN
will speak on
"WHY SHOULD CHRISTMAS OR CHANUKAH BE
TAUGHT IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS?"

Even though we are supposed to enjoy a separa-
tion of Church and State, Christmas #s observed
in the public schools apd Chanukah is being in-
cluded in some of the Holiday progréms, If it
1swrm;foz._' mas {0 be observed in the
schools, it is bm wrong to. introduce
Chanukah, Rabbi Friedman will discuss this
significant Mm. _

mxsﬂ Llﬂ! _
(Ta.ken from Memorial Tablet)

Samuel Barets Isidor Friedenthal
Emanuel Heitler ™, “Pauline D, Klein
Sigmund Seligsohn Max’'Buchmann

Leon Milton Bronfin _Abraham Rachofsky
Sam Nides <\ ' Joseph Pizer

Blancha Solclnm

GALA CHANUKAH CELEDRATION
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3RD, 7:15 P.M.

On the First Night of Chanukah
the pupils of the Pre-School through Grade 5
will attend with theliir parents and friends,
Following the brief service, at 7:15, a
reception will take place with exchange of
gifts, A dramatic play will be presented,
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Sabbath Serbices

Friday Evening, November 24, 8:15 P.M.
RABBI JOEL Y. ZION
will speak on:

“BEWARE OF GREEKS BEARING GIFTS”

Friday Evening, December 1, 8:15 P.M.
RABBI HERBERT A. FRIEDMAN
will speak on:

*WHY SHOULD CHRISTMAS OR CHANUKAH BE
TAUGHT IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS?”

GALA CHANUKAIJ CELEBRATIONS

SUNDAY—DECEMBER 3rd—7:15 P.M.
FRIDAY—DECEMBER 8th—7:45 P.M.
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Emanuel Heitler  Leon Milton Bronfin
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“BEWARE OF GREEKS
BEARING GIFTS”

During this season of Chanukah, we
recall once again the struggle between
Judaism and Greek culture.” The philoso-
pher, Philo, in discussing Greek influence
tells of “a progressive pilgrimage of cer-
tain Alexandrian Jews from a seat in the
front row of the synagéguz to a place at
the tail end of the processions of the
heathen.” It was comparatively easy at
that time for a Jew to escape Judaism.

We have such “intellectually uprooted™
Jews in our midst today. They have not
formally abandoned Judaism, nor have
they joined any other religious commun-
ion. They may not call themselves ma-
terialists or atheists. Nevertheless they
would like to be the recognized leaders
in the intellectual life of Jewry. There
are so many similarities between the
blandishments of Greek life and the se-
ductive advances of present day intellec-
tual movements toward Judaism that my
sermon will deal with present day Greeks
who come bearing gifts. FYZ:

*“Why Should Christmas or
Chanukah Be Taught in the
Public Schools?”

There is no question that Christmas is
observed in the public schools of our
city and throughout the entire country.
This is so even though we are supposed
to enjoy a separation of Church and
State in America.

As Christmas became more and more
a firm and fixed part of the public school
program, some Jewish individuals and
organizations developed the feeling that
Chanukah also should be taught and
celebrated in the public schools.

I think it is dead wrong for us to com-
pound an error. If it is wrong for Christ-
mas to be observed in the schools, it is
equally wrong to introduce Chanukah.
My feeling is that neither Christmas nor
Chanukah should be celebrated anywhere
other than in the churches, synagogues
and private homes of the worshippers.

H.A.F.



Temple Gift Shop

The Gift Shop, sponsored jointly by the P.T.A. and Sisterhood is open.
Many beautiful items for Chanukah are now on display in the Temple
lobby, and members of the Congregation are urged to purchase significant
gifts for their children and friends. Chanukah Menorahs, dreidelach, gift
wrapping paper, ornaments, books and many other items can be purchased.
Mr. Marvin Cook and Mrs. Leo Burwick are in charge.

GALA CHANUKAH
CELEBRATIONS

Sunday - December 3d - 7:15 P.M.
Friday - December 8th - 7:45 P.M.

The Chanukah festival will be appro-
priately observed by the pupils of the
Religious School and the adult congrega-

tion in the following manner:

On Sunday, December 3rd, at 7:19§,
which is the First Night of Chanukah,
the pupils of Pre-School through Grade
Five will attend with their parents and
friends. All other members of the con-
gregation are, of course; cordially in-
vited. Following the brief service at
7:15, a Chanukah reception will take
place with exchange of Holiday presents,
A dramatic play will be presented and
the children’s choir will sing.

On Friday, December 7th, the pupils
of Grades Six through Ten, their parents
and friends will attend, as well as the
congregation at large. Beginning at 7:45,
the splendid Oratorio, “Judas Maccabeus™
will be presented. Following this service,
a reception and exchange of gifts will
take place, and the dramatic play will
be presented.

MEN’S CLUB

Monthly Luncheon, Tuesday,
November 28, 12:15,
ALBANY HOTEL

“Jewish Current Events”

DR. MORRIS FISHBEIN
will address the members of
the Men’s Club at their

Monthly Dinner Meeting
Thursday, December 7th

THANKSGIVING SERVICE

CITY AUDITORIUM

Thursday Morning, Nov. 23rd,
10:00 o’clock

The members of the Congregation are
urged to attend the City-wide Thanks-
giving Service held annually at the City
Auditorium.

Rabbi Herbert Friedman will be the
Chairman of this year’s meeting and our
Temple Choir will participate in the pro-
gram with the rendition of the 92nd
Psalm in Hebrew. The main speaker of
the morning will be Dr. Albert C. Jacobs,
Chancellor of Denver University.

Resolve To Attend Services Regularly




&, the Board . . . .

— This column will continue to summarize for you, some of the
problems considered by the Temple Board.

The continuing serious matter of adequately seating our membership at the Holy
Day services occupied the thoughts and discussion of your Board at its last meeting.
Our Ushering Committee has been considering a plan for open seating, a children’s
service during the day, and other possible solutions to this enormous problem of seating
1800-2000 people in a synagogue with a 1300 capacity. The Ushering Committee recom-
mended to the Board that the open seating plan be utilized as the only sensible solution.
Furthermore, they suggested that the open seating plan be recommended at the next
Annual Meeting, or at a special meeting to be called at an earlier date.

The speaker system has been repaired through your Building Committee and we
anticipate no further inconvenience to the Riabbis and congregation.

The Union of American Hebrew Congregations which held its Annual Convention
from November 12-1§ in Cleveland, had a goodly delegation from our Temple. The
Board authorized Rabbi Friedman, Rabbi Ziion and Sam Rosé to attend the convention
and other delegates who were designated included Mrs. Milton Lorber, Louis C. Isaacson,
Edward Miller, Henry Frankel and Philip Milstein. We will report to you in this column
on some of the major policy questions that were discussed, by your Board following the
delegates’ report of the convention. Philip Milstein
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Synagogue Council of America
National Community Relations Advisory Council

JOINT CONFERENCE ON RILIGIOUS HOLIDAY
OBSERVANCES IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

September 13-1l, 1949
Hotel New Yorker New York City

PROPOSZED STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES
(NOTE: This statement, at present, is not definitive, nor
does it necessarily represent the official view of any
Jewish organization or group. It was formulated pursuant
to the prevailing view at the Joint Conference, Particl-
pants in the Conference had no authority to commit their
respective organizations or communities. Accordingly,
the statement in its present form is a proposal for con-
sideration by the constituent bodies of ‘the sponsoring
agenclies. At plenary sessions of both those agencies --
the Synagogue Council and the National Community Relations
Advisory Council -- in the Spring of 1950, it is expected
that a definitive statement of Jewish position will be
adopted.)
We reaffirm the followlng statement heretofore adopted by the Syna-
gogue Council of America and the Natlonal Community Relations Advi-

sory Council:

(1) The American Democratic system is founded in large part upon
ethical and moral concepts derived from the great religions of man=-
kind. The preservation aend fostering of these concepts are essen-
tial to the fullest realization of the American ideal and their
growth and development as major forces in American life should be

the deep concern of every citizen.

(2) Religion has always been and continuss to be the central core
of Jewish 1life. The Jewish commnity of America is deeply concerned
with secularistic tendencies in contemporary American 1life, which,
if permitted to grow unchecked, may work great harm to the moral and
spiritual basis of American Democracy. We urge all religious sroups

to unite in an intensilfied national program designed to enroll all
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the children of our country in religious educational institutions
of their respective faiths. We urge religious bodies to avail
themselves of all media of mass communication for this program,
such as the press, radio, motion picture, speakers! platforms and

special dramatic pro jects.

(3) Wwe reaffirm the position enunciated in the joint resolution of
the Synagogue Council of America and the National Community Relation:
Advisory Council on religious instruction in the public school, that
the maintenance and furtherance of religion are the responsibility
of the synagogue, the church, and the home, and not of the public
school system, the time, facilities, funds, or personnel of vhich
should not be utilized for religious purposes.

In application of the foregolng we add the statement of the follow-
inz principles:

(L) wWe are opposed to the observance of religious festivals in the
public elementary and high schools because in our view such obser-
vance constitutes a violation of the traditional American principle

of the separation of church and state.

(5) Joint religious observances such as Christmas-Chanukah and
Easter-Passover, are in our opinion no less a breach of the prin-
ciple of separation of church and state and violate the conscience

of many religious persons, Jews and non-Jews alike.

(6) .e believe that the participation of Jewish children in public
school observancesof the religious holidays of other faiths contra-
venes Jewlsh religious principles and that therefore Jewish children

have a right to refrain from such participation. We recommend that
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the local Jewish commnities take such action as may be appropriate
to safeguard this right of non-participation.

(7) ie recommend further experimentation in intercultural education.
not violative of the foregoing principles, with a view to ascertain-
ing whether or not teciiniques may be developed for creating better

understanding among adherents of the various religions.

(8) e urge that local Jewish communities consult with the Joint
Advisory Commlttee of the Synagogue Council of America and the
National Community Relations Advisory Council before taking formal

or public action on these matters.
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COMMITTEE ON INTERCULTURAL UNDERSTANDING

Notes on Meeting
(Cleveland, Ohio - October 7, 1949)

The coming holiday season is thought of as an experimental one for Cleveland
Heights. Although certain general observations on the conduct of joint cele-
brations are herein made, there is no intention of prescribing detailed methods
of observances in individual schools which face varying problems in their omn
communities, Hather it is hoped that there will be widespread and planful ex-
perimentation with this activity.

It is recommended immediately after the holiday season that & careful evalua-
tion may be made as to the values and difficulties in the various observances
conducted in the Heights schools. It is hoped that such an evaluation may
lead to the establishment of a generally accepted policy on this matter.

Holiday observances should be conducted with an emphasis on the cultural aspect
and minimization of the worship aspects. For example, the blessing over the
Hanukah candles and the nativity scene a’honlq be the responsibility of the

home and church or synagogue rather than of the schools, in line with the
firmly established American policy of separation of church and state.

With the reservation contained in point 3, prineipals and teachers may wish
to bear in mind that both the Christmas and the Hanukah traditions play an
important role in the life of children during December. Hence, classroom art
work, music, etc. might draw for its inspiration on both traditions. The
value of such activities in indiwidual classrooms was emphasized rather than
concentrating exclusively on assembly programs,

The right of individual children not to participate in observances which seem
embarrassing to them should be respected.

Teachers wishing suggestions on Hanukah materials or programs may contact the
Jewish Community Council, which has prepared a pamphlet of materials on that
holiday.

It is hoped at an appropriate and early occasion to broaden the commitiee to
include representation from the Protestant and Catholic groups and eventually
from parents as well.

Dr. Allen and Mr. Wallin will be invited by the committee to join us in dis-
cussing techniques for evaluating the experience during the coming holiday
Season.



BACKGROUND

ALTERNATE SOLUTIONS

VIEWPOINTS OF NATIONAL

CIVIC DEFENSE AGENCIES

STATEMENT BY NCRAC,
THE COORDINATING BEAD
OF THE CIVIC DEFENSE

AGENCIES
SUBSEQUENT STATEMENT
BY ADL

%ACT @EEET

ON
THE CERISTMAS-CEANUKAH FROELEM

Annually in the month of December, the presentation of
Christmas programs, varying from Senta Claus and Christmas
trees to dramatic presentations of the Nativity, challenge
the interests and security of the non-Christian students. At
such times, distrubed pupils and parents have attempted, by
and large, to deal with the "fait eccompli" either by protest
or reluctant compliance. In some few instances locally, the
Christmas programs have included presentation of the Chanukah
holiday. This is usually at the suggestion of either parents
or an interested teacher or principal, particularly where
there is a sizeable Jewish student population. In many cases
this attempt to solve the problem by a positive approach has
suffered from the lack of satisfactory Chanukah material.

In arriving at & basic policy to deal with the practice of

observing religious holidays in the schools (Christmas, and
to a lesser extent, Easter), there are three basic alterna-
tives which might be considered:

(a) Do nothing to affect prevailing practices, or

(b) Oppose the observance or recognition of all reli-
gious holidays, or

(¢) Attempt to reorient existing religious observances
(as now practiced in the public schools) to include
other groupe' occasions, using an intercultural
perspective.

1. "We oppose all observances of religious festivals in the
public schools," supported by Mr. Leo Pfeffer of the
American Jewish Congress.

2. "We oppose all observances, but where the practice of
holding such observances is firmly established, we recom-
mend that the observances include festivals of other
faiths occurring at the same season.” - supported by
Rabbi Arthur Rosenbaum of the American Jewish Committee,

3. "We oppose purely sectarian observances, but look with
favor upon joint observances as part of the intercultural
education program in the school." - suggested by Rabbi
Irving Rosenbaum of the Anti-Defamation League.

These diverging positions were resolved in the statement of
principles adopted by the Joint Conference and subsequently
ratified by the 1948 plenary session of the NCRAC, as fol-
lows:

"We are opposed to the observance of religious festivals
in the public schools., We recommend that further con-
sideration and study be given to the presentation of the
religious practices of various groups as a part of the
program of intercultural education.”

The attached statement may be regarded as ADL's national
policy. Please note that it emphasizes the need for local
and regional adaptation. (See pege 3).



SUBMITTED Shall this office in cooperation with ADL's National

=

Program Division prepare a suitable manual on Chanukah
intended for use by public school teachers who request

them?

Shall representatives of this committee confer with the
Superintendent of Schools with & view of securing an
official statement of policy dealing with this problem?
This policy statement to be sent to &ll principals of

the Denver Public Schools.

Shall this office take no action on this problem as it
relates to the Denver Public Schools unless it is ap-
proached by teachers, principals, or other public school

officials.

Shall this office take no action on this problem as it

relates to the Denver Public Bchools.
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MICHAEL L FREED

November 17, 1950

:lhbi Herbert Friedman
emple Emanuel

16th & Pearl

Denver, Colorado

Dear Rabbi Friedman:

Again, the problem of Christmas-Chanukash is upon us.
There is a clear-cut statement of policy by the National
ADL office (enclosed).

On the other hand, it is wp to ADL's Religious Committee
to determine to what extent this statement of policy
should be modified for local and regional publication.

We are sending you this statement for study in advance
of a meeting of the Religious Committee to be called
shortly by the Chairman, Rabbi C.E.H. Kauvar.

Please give it your careful consideration and prepare
whatever changes you would like to see made so that
they may be discussed at that time.

Cordi
eter B ck
ation tor
/
JPBifw
Enel.
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" %&*M FACTS AND COMMENTS
C./ An Invitation to Antisemitism
Ev

ery year around this time, some Jewish religious fanatic, or notoriety seeker, raises
a cry about banning the singing of Christmas carols in the elementary schools because this .
singing is alleged to hurt the susceptibilities of some Jewish children. This year a certain
Mrs. Abraham Wolper of Chelsea, Massachusetts, petitioned the school superintendent of her
district to stop carol singing in the schools because, as she wrote, ™my son is unhappy when
his clessmates ask him why he does not join in the singing of Christmas carols.™ Incredible
as it may seem, there are some rabbis, Jewish communal leaders and organizations who encourage
such puerile nonsense. Fantastic, unreal and silly as these cries geem to the average person,
they are of considerabls significance, especially when they assume the form of an organized
cempaign as seems to be the case in Chelsea. They become the greatest menace to good Jewish
Christian relationship in this coumtry. They ere literally loaded with entisemitic explosives
and become actual invitations to antisemitism. One must speak out loudly and with almost bru-
tal frankness against the stupidity and danger implied in these annual outbursts of religious
fanaticism. A few rejoinders to Mrs. Wolper and her kind almost beg to be mentioned on this
occasion:
1. If Mrs. Wolper's little son is unhappy because he cannot join in the singing of

Christian carols, how much greater would be the unhappiness of the thousands upon thousands
of non-Jewish and Jewish children who would be stopped from singing carols if Mrs. Wolper suc-
ceeded in her demand? To thousands end almost millions of Americen children the singing of
carols is the most beautiful part of their Christmas holiday which remains in their minds as
a cherished memory of youth. Why should they be deprived of this beauty and happiness because

Mrs. Wolper's boy was brought up in an atmosphere preventing him from joining them? Is
it not obvicus that the happiness of millions of children is more important then that of one,
or of an insignificant few? It is 1little Wolper's misfortune that his parents brought him up
in & world of taboos and isolationism which vitiate his relationship with his thousands of
classmates. Why should they suffer on this acecount? JIs it not more simple, reasonsble end
just for that boy to stay away from school. during the carol singing, rather than destroy the
happiness and joy of thousands of other children who are not even aware of the morbidity and
unhappiness of their classmate? Is there not a shadow of abysmal selfishness on the part of
a spoiled mother lurking in Mrs. Wolper's demand that the entire world of children suffer
rather than her little boy be unhappy for a moment?

2. Carol-singing is a part of Christmas. In this country, Christmes is not entirely,
and not even mostly, a religious celebration. It is & part of Americem civilization, of a way
of life which the overwhelming majority of Jews share gladly and willingly with non-Jews. The
fact is that Jewish men, women and particuloarly children participate in Christmas activities
as much as non-Jews. They buy and give gifts as much as other people; (one sometimes thinks
that they do that even more than other people). They perticipste in perties, in charity-giv-
ing and in the general rejoicing which charecterizes the season, &s much as other people. If
these Jews happen to be business people end own stores, factories and workshops, they benefit
from the general business spree which the countiry goes through annually during Christmas =nd
the preparations for it. If carol singing is to be banned because it mekes little Wolper and
his mother unhanpy, why not abandon also illuminated Christmas trees in the streets and parks,
buying and giving of Christmas gifts, the feative Christmas dinners, the reunions of families
and friends, and the general expressions of good will and friendly human relationship which is
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more typical of the American Christmas than its religious flavor? Shall we eliminate the
whole of this bit of American civilization because it doubtless has a Christian tinge which
gives offense to Mrs. Wolper and her like?

3. Did Mra. Wolper and her supporters stop to consider what would heppen to them, to
the Jews of Chelsea, of lMAassachusetts State and of the United States as a whole, if their
pressure campaign for banning carols in the schools and other Christmas practices were success-
ful? Americans are essentially s free and easy, generous and tolerant people. They give full
freedom to all sorts of minorities, religious, politiecal, nationalistic, to follow their own
id-as provided they do not interfere with the lives customs and habits of the country and its
people. But nothing--it has been found by experience--infuriates American people and provokes
them more to acts of intolerance, than an attempt by a minority to impose its way of life and
thinking on the majority through the use of law, political pressure, or propaganda. The sim-
pler the things interfered with, the more violent the resetion. (Remember prohibition.) If
the Superintendent of Chelsea were unintelligent enough to yield to the pressure of the few
Krs. Wolpers and actually banned carol singing in Chelsea, Mr. Wolper's boy and meny thousands
of other Jewish boys amd grownups all over the United Stafes would have been made much more-
unhappy for the rest of their lives than by not joining carol singing, for it would have
started a collective irritation against the Jews of the district which would rapidly grow into
an antisemitic feeling and later into a boycott of Jewish stores =nd later into a full-fledged
antisemitic movement. The mere talk of such a ban has already started antisemitic repercus-
sions in the district. If persisfted in such pressure campaigns, whether against Christmas
carols, Shakespeare, Dickens, the New Testament and other fundamemtal cultursl values have all
the elements of a potential antisemitic ferment which can undermine the entire Jewish position
in the Thited States.

In this there is grave danger and it is better not to hide the facts. Iast year has
brought two very alarming signa for Jews in America: Peskskill and Chicago. Both may be mere
local accidents, but they indicate what may happen, piven propitious conditions. The general
theory in this country is that antisemitism must be fought hard wherever and whemever it
appears, which is true. But there is another way of dealing with antisemitism: this is to
avoid acts which mey provoke it. And acts such =s that of Chelsea are clear invitations to

William Zukerman

BOCK REVIEN
MARY A novel by Sholem Asch. New York: Putnam, 1949. 436 peges. $ 3.50.

Both artistically and intellectually, this third volume of Asch's trilogy on the birth
of Christianity, represents a challenge.  Artistically, the book is a paredoxical ettempt to
combine religious dogma and realism, to mold myth into the form of a moderm novel; intellec-
tually, it propoimds the paradoxical idea that Judeism and Christianity are essentially iden~-
tical not merely on the plene of ethical teaching but on the plane of myth. Mary is thus in
a sense more ambitious than the Nazarene and the Apostle, and perhaps because of that its in-
adequacies both as a message and as a work of art are more glaring. In the realm of religious
thinking Sholem Asch has alweys been more convincing in his negations than in his affirmations;
while his denunciations of narrowmindednsss and fanaticism ring true and sincere, his attempts
to deal with religious or moral problems in a positive sense snffer from obvious anemia. Even
when he is at his best, as in the Tehilim ¥Yid ( published in trenslation under the title of
Salvation), his descriptions of mystic ecstasy, or his reflections on the wisdom of the divin-
ity, the inevitability of humen suffering, the redemption of the world by the elect, etc., do
not go beyond the limits of the conventional. In Mary, with its literal interpretetion of
Catholic dogma, with its distortion of well established historical facts, the intellectual
level is even lower.

Judged as & movel, Mary is no doubt the weakest of Sholem Asch's works. The various
elaments that the author t%ries to fuse into harmonious whole refuse to mix, they constanily
jar and spoil the effect of each other. In some instances the writing is almost pathetically
naive. The main characters, crushed under the weight of contradictory attributes, forced into

tcontinuad prege 4)
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NEWS OF THE WEEK

REBUEED BY TRUSIEESHIP COUNCIL

Prior to its adjournment, the Trusteeship Council passed a resclution severely censuring
Israel for its action in transferring its capital from Tel-Aviv to Jerusalem. The resolution
was introduced by the French and Belgian delsgates and was adopted with only five votes to nme,
with seven nations abstaining, Significant is that among those who abstained were the TSA,
Soviet Russia, Great Britain, Australia, China, New Zealand and the Dominican Republic. For
the resolution were France, Belgium, Iraq, the Phillipines and Mexico.

It is clear from this vote, and still more from the several seassions of the Trusteeship
Council ,that its vote of censure does not represent the sentiment of the majority of the United
Nations. Not only the great powers--USA, Great Britain and Soviet Russia--but even many smaller
countries, including members of the so-called Catholic bloc, are evidently not umanimous in
their condemmation of Isresel, and still less in favor of intermationalization of Jerusalem.

The Trusteeship Committee reveeled a disunity and confusion which had made its labors almost
nill, except for the passing of the censure resolution. No one in the Trusteeship Coumecil, nor
outside it ,believe that the Council will be eble to enforce the intermationalization of Jerusa-
lem, or even prepare a statute for the internationalized city. It is elso significant that at
all the sessions of the Trusteeship Counecil, Mr. Francis Sayre, the American delegate on the
Council, acted as Israelts defender on every occasion when the Jewish State was attacked by the
Areb States. It was at his insistence thaet Israel was not singled out for criticiasm and censure
in any resolution because the American delegate insisted that Jordan should be mentioned in
any such action. The Trusteeship Counecil will meet mext in Gemeva on January 19th.

LONDON JRWISH CHRONICLE ON JERUSALEM

The 'Jewish Chronicle! of ILondon, the world's leading Anglo-Jewish publication, has taken
a critical view of Isrzel's proclamation of Jerusalem as its capital in defiance of the UN.
Cammenting on the decision of the Israeli government, the Chromicle states editorially that al-
though "disappcintment at the Assembly's decision will be shared throughout Jewry, nevertheless,
it cannot be denied that there is some misgivings at the manner in which the Israeli government
has expressed itself' on the subject.™ The Chronicle editorial continues: ™Isreel was born as
& result of a UN resolution, and in a short time itself was admitted as & member of the inter-
national body. Israel is therefore umder obligation to mccept the resolutions of the UN in the
spirit of constitutional democracy. At the moment there is demger that the move may alienate
much hard earned good will by too precipitate &ction and hasty words.®

* ¥ X

THE SOVIET Union, Belorussia and the Ukraine have signed the genocide pact, thus bringing to
30 the number of nations which have subseribed to the internationel convention against the mass
extermination of racial or national groups. Sco far only 4 nations have ratified the pact,while
16 are required to make it law. The Soviet bloc nations thus for the first time join in sign-
ing an intermational convention. Though they woted for the convention in 1948, they had pre-
viously been reluctant to sign it. Israel, though a signatory to the pact, bas not yet rati-
fied it.

MANY JEWS are returning to Germeny from Israel, according to a report in the 'Iondon Jewish
Chronicle.! They are leaving Isrzel on account of dissatisfaction with overcrowding and lack
of employment. Most of the returnees are coming to the large cities in the Imerican zone, and
now wish to emigrate to the USA, but they are receiving little assistance frcm Jewish organi-
zations. Before becoming eligible for re-emigration, they must regain their IP status, which

necessitates a lengthy legal process.

ALY COMPLATNTS of Jews whose property was confiscated by the Nazis will be disposed of within
two years, declared Philip Auerbach, president of the West German indemmity office. Auerbach
revealed that up to now, 10,770 claims of German Jews have been filed, for sums totalling
650,000,000 marks. 5,500 will be disposed of during the next few weeks. Part of Goering's
confiscated property will be used to cover the indemmity payments.

JENISH COMMINITY elections in Vienna resulted in the joint Zionist, Socialist and Jewish Unity
parties polling 95% of the vote, thus electing David Brill to the Presidency of the commmity.
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A JEAISH DIARY

Another Jewish View on Internationalization of Jerusalem

"Why are you, a strictly orthodox Jew and leader of an important Religious Jewish
organization, in favor of the internmaticnelization of Jerusalem?™ I asked Mr. Harry A. Goodman,
political secretary of Agudas Isroel in Great Britain when he was in New York recently to
attend the conference of the Aguda Executive.

"Because I do not want Jerusalem to become another Tel-Aviv,™ he replied guickly.

Fearing that he did not meke clear his point, he proceeded to elaborate. To him, Tel-
Aviv is the incarnation of modern Jewish secular nationaliam which he, as a religious Jew,
loaths even more than a good Socialist loathes Tel-Aviv's commercialism. Jerusalem, oh the
other hand, is to him the symbol of ancient biblical Judaism and he wants to save it from
falling under the domination of the modern heathens. He, an ultra-orthodox Jew, mekes a sharp
distinction between Israelis end Jews not only politically, but also religiously. Israel, he
emphasized, is not Jeéwish in the religious sense. It is &€lready less Jewish than the Diaspore
and within a generation or so it will lose all traces of Judaism and will become just another
semi-oriental State in the Middle Esst. Real Judaism will remain in the Diaspora. It could
be retained in its pristine pure form in Jerusalem, too, if that city remained a worlq reli-
gious center under an international regime. He saw also in such a common partnership of all
three great religions of the world, an opportunity for better understanding and cooperation
between peoples of different religions instead of greater strife that is sure to come now.
That is why he and his organization® were and are for the internationalization of Jerusalem,
although he admitted that under the present circumstances, internetionalization could not be
implemented.

British Jews and American Jews

As I was listening to the man, many thoughts, apart from Jerusalem, reced through my
mind. I knew Mr. Goodman in London where he had been for many years the stormy petrel of the
Jewish community of that city. I well remember him thundering against the Zionist majority
on the floor of the Board of Jewish Deputies in london of ten to fifteen years ago; always
frank, outspoken, critical, courageous, mot sfraid to stand alome and defy a clamoring crowd.

"Why doesn't a leader of a big Jewish organization in America ever talk like this?" I
found myself musing when I left Mr. Goodman that evening. "Why are most of our rabbis, com-
munal, relief and political leaders elmost always on the band wegon WITH the crowd, instead
of occasionally fighting its hysteria? Why are our leaders so cowed, intimidated and cowardly
compared with the British; why is the mass of American Jews so standardized in thought and in
emotion; why does it yield so easily to totalitarian influences and tactics? Why have we al-
most forgotten the art of self-criticism which was once the glory of the Jews, and why do we
jump upon every nonconformist in our ranks and treat him as a traitor to Jewry, en informer,
a Jewish antisemite and hate him with a hatred more bitter than a Nezi? Why do we, living in
the greatest democracy in the world, feel and act on Jewish matters as 2 provincial Ghetto com=-
mmity as compared with Iondon?®™ I find no enswer to these questions. Perhars others do.

'.z.

the rigid pattern of myth, remain lifeless--how much more alive is Mary (let a2lone Jesus) in
the few lines devoted to her in the gospels!

To this inferior work, most Yiddish critics in this country bhave reacted not by attempt-
ing to explain it to their public on its own merits, but by an unprecedented campaign of revil-
ment. Asch was branded as a renegade, a traitor, and some even went so far as to demand his
excommmicetion. The violent campeign ageinst Asch has nothing to do with the literary demer-
its or merits of the book. It is a reflection of the general stete of hysterical fansticiam
in which the Yiddish intelligentzia stews now. The hysteria against it might have been even
stronger, if Asch's Mary were & mesterviece. N.G.
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; ﬁn’ It might be helpful to you to have it at this time,
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Mational Chairman Executive Vice-Chairman National Director s sus
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.R. FRAVK N. TRAGER: Rabbi liinda, ladies and gentlemen, I am
going to try this morning, in presenting the viewpoint of the ADL, to give
to you the kind of process that we have rone through in our own organiza=-
tional 1life as we tried to come to some tentative conclusions about this
rather difficult problem.

We first put down our agreements, and I think interestingly
enough our agreements within the ADL are also owr agreements with all or
most of you here assembled.

\ie agree on the principle of the separation of church and states
7e firmly believe in the inviolability of the First Amendment, that there
shall be no established church. %We firmly believe in the fact that there
shall be no state support fo® p;rochial education, e are worried, in fact,
by the amorphous decisions, the four amorphous decisions, of the United
States Supreme Court, beginning with the Oregon Case, in 1926, and ending
with the New Jersey Bus Casg a year or so agod, because the United States
Supreme Court has not given us an unequivocal deecision wiih respect to the
issue of church and state. WNonetheless, in the first instance, all agree
on the necessity for adhering to and educating for the "maintenance of the
wall of separation betweer church and state.”

Agreement Number Two: We agree upon the undesirability, whether
in a school room or out of a school room, of release time and dismiss time;
because release time and dismiss time, whether you condemn them on legal or
pedagogical grounds, or both, are attempts on the part of the Church to win
back to its membership students through the public schools. I happen to
believe that it is wrong pedagogicdl ly to do this, but we do haye the Mc-
Collum decision to help us.

We agree, thirdly, that there shall be no ™indoctrination of
sectarian practices.” HNow, that is a difficult phrase, because as some of

you may have heard last night, the word *indoctrination' is open to a
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variety of interpretations. MNonetheless what we mean by no indoctrination
can be simply stated: that the schools shall not be used in order to win
converts for a special point of view; the schools shall not be used for
propagandizing for some particular point of view; whether that be the point
of view of Judaism, Roman Catholicism, or any of the two hundred and fifty
varieties of Protestantism or Communism. The school and teacher hold a
trust by which they shall be judged in presenting without indoctrination
the data of comtemporary and past life.

These are our major agreements.

Here are our worries, and here again W think that we share most
if not all these worries with you: x

Uhen Lippman wrote "A Preface to Morals" in the late twenties,
he pointed out what was then true: something about the "corroding acids of
modernity, eating away the faith of our fathers.,” He took refuge then in
what he understood to be Spinoszism, but that is unimportant at the moment.
fhen he spoke about the "corroding acids of modernity eating away the faith
of our fathers," he was not specifically speaking about Jewish children and
Jewish fathers; he was talking about the contemporary world in which there
has been, if you will, to use a Partisan Review phrase, "an alienation" of

individuals from their past faiths and moorings.

Just as there has been this alienation of many individuals in
western civilization from their past moorings, so too there has been an
alienation of Jews.ever since the Emancipation. This has worried us. Israel
has been the first fact, the first positive fact - Hitler was the negative
one - which in a sense has reversed that trend. But we are still worried
about the alienation of Jews. Vie mean by that that jJews are not today as
secure in their faith, in their allegiances, in their Jewish values, as
they once were, perhaps within the security of the medieval ghetto.
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This is a worry, to the community relations aspects of which

the ADL has given increasing attention. We believe that a community re-
lations program has to be buttressed with positive Jewish understanding,
positive Jewish values, positive Jewish expression.

Our second worry: there has been insufficient attention paid to
Jewish education on the part of the jJewish community. I am not now speak=-
ing for any particular variety of Jewish education, but I mean that icind
of Jewish education which would give to the child and to the home knowledge
and feeling for Jewish life and values. This should be done so as to provide
the child with security in his own birthright. _

Our, the ADL's, task is not to solve this second problem. There
are agencies in the Jewish community primarily created for this. We believe,
however, that as a commnity relations agency, we can help in some way to
meet the need for more Jewish awareness in the home and in the community.

As a corollary to this worry about Jewish life and values and
their relation to the psychological security of the child, there is the
phenomenon which has led to a kind of "passing-over," or rather a "passing-
out” of the field of Jewish life. Although we are concerned about this, we
realize that there are no dykes which will keep within the fold those who
wish to pass out of the fold, except the dyke of self-knowledge, self-con-
tainment, security in one's own values, in one's own system of beliefs.

This is the adult phase of the problem.

Now we have a third worry. It is the affect upon the Jewish
child of what he finds in his early experience as he leaves the security
of the home. What happens to him when he goes out to play, to become a
socialized human being, at the age of L or 5 and from there on up? The
five-year old, the six-year old and the seven-year old does talk about God
in some way; does talk about immortality in some way; does talk about the
church in some way; does talk about the nun who walks by in her habit; does
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talk about the priest with a turned collar; and passes the synagogue or the
church on the corner. These experiences involve the child's normal curiosity.
Do you think you could stifle them or thwart it? They need not be treated
cectarian-wise. Is it not perfectly clear that they can be handled educa-
tionally, i.e., objectively? That is really the issue.

What has shocked me - I might add parenthetically - when I listened
to some rabbis and others in these meetings, is their unwillingness to
grapple with this issue in its American context.

So much for our worries; now to a number of facts. About some of
these there may be dispute, but I shall try to state them as we believe
them to be the case at this time. We agree with Horace Kallen that the
sociological c¢limate of the United States warrants the deseription: "this
is a Christian country."” It has obvious implications. Shall we, either
by our inaction, or by our negative action, fail to challenge the fact of
an homogeneous, non-differentiated Christian-culture dominated country?

If so, let us say so. Or, is there a chance for a self-regarding, other
culture, a Jewish culture, to which we subscribe at least verbally, to co-
exist with a Christian culture in our country?

The second fact: What of religion - and I am leaving that word
here undefined, because I have already performed that task before a plenum
of the NCRAC. What of religion and the public school? Are we only talk-
ing about Christmas and Hanukah? Of course not. For example, one cannot
go into a history class anywhere in secondary education in America, without
treating some aspect of religion. Protestant, Catholic and Jewish textbook
writers have written such history books. But - and here is my complaint -
we find in them adequate space devoted to such matters as the Protestant
Reformation, the Catholic Counter-Reformation; but seldom, if ever, is
there any treatment of the Jewish role in history. Jewish history stops

with Moses or, at best, with Jesus! One cannot go into an English class,
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even on the junior high school level, without meeting some aspect of the
religious life of western peoples. Shall these always be the Christian ones?
May they not sometimes be Jewish ones? Must we always have some St. Thomas
as the reverent for medieval Christendom? Why not Miamonides or if you pre-
fer Nachmonides?

And through the entire curriculum of the school, as through the
entire life of the community, be it in architecture or in art, in music or
in social science, there are inescapable facts that stem from enjoyed ex-
periences by religious people since western civilization began. To assume
that the elimination of one celebration, or the avoidance of carol singing,
will solve the issue seems to me to miss the main point, We have to face
the fact of predominantly Christian elements in western culture. Ve face
that fact, in my opinion, unless you theoretically take your stand on the
desirability of an homogeneous Christian culture in the United States; we
face that fact by planning deliberately to introduce elements from Jewish
culture into the prevailing pattern, community and schools, as well as
home.

Now the third fact: The Jewish child does go to school; there
is no eliminating that fact. (Some of my friends in the Reconstructionist
Movement - and I happen to be a member of its Editorial Board - are con-
gsidering the idea of Jewish parochial schools. I do not share that point
of view; I believe in the public school). The Jewish child zoes to a school.
If he is to meet Christian or Bahai or Islamic or Negro or Mexican children
he has to have two equipments: the equipment of psychological security
in his own person, which must come from his home; and the security in
his own cultural roots. Otherwise he cannot face the out-group child,
the rooted child of other cultures and other patterns, without some catas-

trophe.
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The rabbis in the synagogues, the Talmud Torahs, Jewish educa-

tion and above all the Jewish home can give the Jewish child these two
equipments. security of person; security in one's own culture. The child,
then, faces the fact of difference with confidence, "without the corroding
acids of modernity, eating away the faith of our fathers," without aliena=-
tion, without "passing-over." We in the ADL have been trying to find ways
of emphasizing these two securities for the child in school and in the com-
munity, and also to be sympathetic to and appre.ciat.ive of the other fellow's
roots and cultural background., That is why we are pluralists, intercultural
educationistsi

Now with these azreements, and these worries, and these factis,
we still think that there are certain problems, and we have not solved
them all ty any means.

For example: What is a sectarian observance in the school? We
have bandied this phrase now for several years. We use it glibly. Is
the having of a Christmas tree a sectarian observance? It could be. But
it could also be an object lesson in an activity program. It depends on
how it is done. Our Southern office surveyed with the help of many people,
nine states in the South. There were 947 public schools in this sample
(including 176 high schools) in SL communities in 9 states. Forty-five
communities felt that no change nor action was desirable with respect to
current practices, even though they were presently holding Christmas and
Faster observances in their schools. Six communities thought some kind of
change was desirable; three had no opinion,

Shall the difficulty of the problem prevent us from tackling it?
No, I do not think so. There may be those who say: let us eliminate all
observances. I think this is impossible, for it would mean a revolution
in the culture concepts of American society and the elimination of the

school curriculum., But not only is it impossible, I think it is undesirable,
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if you accept the facts enumerated above.

Or you can say: We have a job to make those 9 states, those sk
communities, and everywhere else, aware of the heterogeneity of American
culture, the fact of difference, the vitality of Jewish culture.

Now, finally, reference has been made to the fact that there have
been no convincing demonstrations of the intercultural approach., Tommyroti
No national organization, no CRC organization, can ignore the records of
progress which we have shared for the past fifteen years.

Has the intercultural education movement succeeded in tackling all
the problems in intercultural education? Of course not. But if you compare
1933, when the Bureau for Intercultural tducation was started, with 19L8;
when some thirty school systems in America were simultaneously participat-
ing in experiments to change the curriculums when in 1949 some 35-L0 colleges
devoted summer workshops and institutes to these problems; you have a great
deal of evidence, if you care to examine it, see it, and apply what has been
learned in one area to another.

May I say in conclusion that as far as we are concerned in the ADL,
we believe that once you take a stand in behalf of maintaining Jewish culture -
self-contained and growing - then you have no alternative but to help in this
movement to transform the school curriculum, so that it shall more truly re-
flect the values of a Judeo-Christian civilization. This would be in con-
trast to its present emphasis which is almost entirely Christian. The logic
and psychologic of Jewish survival implies support for an American philos-
ophy, "pluralistic," "multi-cultural" - in fact, democratic - in character.
The school is one section of society which cannot be ignored in this task.
And while we seek to transform the school curriculum to reflect in some
measure the existence of a Jewish life we carry, simultaneously, another
obligation: we must give to our own membership in Jewish life rootedness

ans security.
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These aspects of character may grow from the synagogue, the home,
the community - from any vital sector of Jewish life. They, and they
alone zive us the strength to fight "aliepation," to counteract the "cor-
roding acids," to take our stand on the fact of difference and diversity,
along with unity in American life, We can do this and still support un-
reservedly the First Amendment to the United States Constitution.

September 13-1k, 1949
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Subject: Public Reaction to Protest of Carol Singing in Public
Schools at Chelsea, llassachusetts

BACKCROUND m

Chelsea, Massachusetts, is a eity of 35,000 population and is a suburb of Boston.
The Jewish community mnbers 9,@60 with heavy representation in the retail business
area. The Christian commmity is mostly Catholic and includes Irish, Polish and
French, mostly in the lom middle-class bracket. The Mayor, the Chief of Police
and the Superintendent of SBhaol! are all Catholics. Tt is also important to note
that in recent political campaigns in this community, individuals running on out-
spoken anti-Semitic platforms have secured as many as 5,000 votes.

THE INCIDENT

In 1948 at the persuasion of B'nai Birith-Anti-Defamation League key individuals,
Christmas-Chanukah celebrations were conducted in Chelsea public schools.

This year, on December 1, at 2 meeting of the Prattville School Parent Teachers
Association in Chelsea, which is 60 pereent Jewish, Mrs. Abraham Wolper raised ob-
Jection to the singing of Christmas carels in public schools and she called for
support of a petition which she planned to present to the Chelsea School Committee.
The petition read, "This is to respectfully request undersigned to appear before
its committee to present our views in reference to the singing of Christmas carols
and the presentation of religious pageants in Chelsea public schools."

The Prattville P.T.A. membership took no action on this petition. lrs. Wolper then
approached the B'nai B'rith Chapter and was again refused cooperation. She did get
oné other individual to sign a petition under the guise that therc would be numer-
ous other signatures to the petition. This individual was Mrs. Goldie Roller, who
is president of the Hebrew School P.T.A. in Chelsea. The only cther name appear-
ing on the petition was that of Mr. Abraham Wolper.

Mrs. Wolper took the petition to the School Committee office on December S where
she showed it to the School Superintendent, Frank Herlihy. Mr. Herlihy questioned
the advisability of placing the petition before the Board, indicating to lrs.

Wolper that Jewish children did not have to sing the carols if they did not choose
to. Mrs. Volper insisted and the petition was placed before the Committee. It was
at this meeting that a Catholic member of the School Board called for a public hear-
ing on the petition declaring "such an important question merits a hearing." No
date was set,



PUBLIC AND FRESS REACTION

On December 6, all seven of Boston's newspapers carried the story of the carol
singing protest, three of them on the front page. The United Press and the Asso-
ciated Press released the story throughout the New England area through their wire
service, The CHELSEA RECORD led its December 6 issue with a double banner head-
line which read, "Seek to Ban Singing of Carols in Public Schools." The names of
Abraham Jolper and Mrs. Goldie Roller appeared in the headline, also.

Boston papers reported "Singing of Christmas carols and presentation of Christmas
pageants in public schools makes children unhappy." They were quoting Mrs. Wolper
whom they had contacted. They also quoted her as saying, "Jewish children dread
this season when Christmas carols are sung." (A New England-wide clip service
revealed wide distribution of the press association stories on the petition to

' ban carol singing.)

As soon as the filing of the petition became public information, a series of seri-
ous developments occurred in Chelsea:

1. The Chelsea School Committee office was swamped with telephone calls from per-
sons who wanted to know the date of the public hearing.

2. Public officials such as the Mayor, School Committee members and School Super=-
intendent received nunerous anti-Semitic telephone calls.

3. Jewish merchants, carrying heayy Christmas stocks of merchapdise, reported an
almost immediate boycott of their establishments.

L. The CHELSEA RECORD was swamped with letters, many of them violently anti-
Semitic. It was also noted that many of the letters were from Jews who
wanted to go on record as opposing Mrs. Wolper's petition.

S« The Wolper residence in Chelsea was besieged with telephone calls, many of
them threatening and many of them from Jews, also threatening.

6. Frightened by these mmerous calls, the Wolpers called the Chief of Police in
Chelsea for protection. They claimed he told them "You stuck your neck out,
now you take the consegquences." As a result, the Wolpers turned themselves
over to the agencies for protection and they went into hiding at Brookline,
Hassachusetts, after taking their two children out of school.

7. A Chelsea merchant named lorris Volper, no relation to Abrzham Wolper, called
upon the CHELSEA RECORD to protect him and his business by reporting in a front
page story that he, Morris, was not related to Abraham Wolper and was in no way
associated with the presentation of the petition against carol singing.

8. The CHELSEA RECORD said in a front page editorial captioned, "The Carol
Hearing,™ that they were getting a record number of telephone calls pertain-
ing to the petition and pointed out that "the large majority of those who have
contacted the RECORD in the past few days were of the Jewish faith and all feel
that the entire situation is casting unfavorable reflection on the Jewish
people.”

9. Anti-Defamation League observers who hold positions of prominence in Chelsea
reported violent reaction on the part of the Christian community, and indi-
cated that a special hearing on the subject of banning the carol singing in
Chelsea schools would result in "an explosive situation which would make the
Peekskill incident look like a tea party.n
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Based on the above evaluation of the situation, three emergency meetings were
held on successive days by the Anti-Defamation League and the Jewish Community
Council of Boston. Chelsea Jewish representatives demanded that the Wolpers
and Mrs. Roller withdraw the petition so that there would be no public hearing
on December 15, the date set by the School Board.

From their place of hiding, the Jjolpers revealed that under no circumstances
would they appear at any public hearing on the question as they feared physi-
cal harm to themselves and their family. Wrs. Roller, the other signer, heart-
broken and distressed over the community reaction, wrote a letter to the edi-
tor of the CHELSEA RZCORD, which was printed on the front page, in vhich she
claimed that she was "misled" into signing the petition and indicated that she
was no longer a party to it. She also indicated that she would not attend the
open hearing, 4t the same time, lrs. Roller revealed to the ADL that she had
been contacted by the State Commander of the American Legion who voiced his
disapproval to her actions. (The State Department of the American Legion had
just given lirs. Roller!s son a four year scholarship to the Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology, Cambridge, lass.)

At the height of the incident it was noted that no Boston paper had editori-
alized on the petition. However, the PILOT, which is the official diocesan
publication for the Greater Boston area and is read by over a million Catholics,
carried an editorial in its issue of December 10 captioned, "Christmas in
Chelsea." The opening paragraph of this editorial stated:

"Children, between Midnight on Saturday, December 2L and the first
moments of December 26 a twenty-four hour period will elapse. This
can be figured out from astronomy or from any trustworthy clock if
you care to sit and watch its I am not allowed to suggest that
most of the civilized world will observe this period as a special
holiday. This is Chelsea, 1949 wersion, although I am not per-
mitted to tell you from what this 1949 year period is computed.®

The editorial continued: . "The above paragraph we feel, will probably satisfy
lir. and lrs. Abraham liolper of 56 Cook Avenue, Chelsea, as a suitable class-
room reference to the great feast which the rest of the world will celebrate
on December 25."

Although the editorial went on to point out most of the Jewish people in the
Chelsea community are probably horrified over the action taken by the lolpers,
the editorial did take one more punch at the Jews when it closed with the

following:

"This disagreeable incident is of no great importance. But its im-
plications are highly unpleasant. If Jewish pressure, for example,
were brought to bear on the Jewish merchants of Chelsea and else-
where to overlook the holiday and refuse to carry Christmas perchan-
dise, with the accompanying decorations and usual promotion, a very
real damege might ensue to a friendly and cooperative group of our
fellow citizens."

Unfavorable editorials appeared in other heavily populated Catholic areas such
as Springfield and Fall River, Mass.
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With the petitioners refusing to appear for the scheduled December 15 hearing

and with terrific pressure coming from the Chelsea Jewish community for the with-
drawal of the petition, the Anti-Defamation League and the Jewish Community Coun-
cil prepared letters requesting withdrawal in the names of Abraham Wolper and Mrs.

 Roller, which were forwarded to the School Committee chairman on December 12. The

matter was widely reported in the press and the School Board met on the night of
December 13 and agreed to cancel the public hearing. This was also reported in
the headlines of the CHELSEA RECCRD.

Despite this action, numerous letters continued to pour into the CHELSEA RECORD.
The CHELSEA RECORD cooperated with an ADL suggestion that the incident be consid-
ered a closed matter and that no further letters on the subject be publisheds In
a front page bold face box, the CHELSEA RECORD informed its readers that they con-
sidered the incident closed and that no further letters either from Jew or Chris=

tian, dealing with the subject, would be published.

CONCLUSION

Jewish community leaders at Chelsea indicate that considerable and lasting damage
has been done to their position within the community through the presentation of
this petition. There is also a feeling that under the now existing form of gov=
errment in Chelsea, Jewish political aspirants will suffer and through the lack
of representation in City Govermment, the Jewish community position is weakened.
These same leaders insist that a carol singing protest should not be reopened or
tested in their community.

I. z‘
1z/gk



TRI-STATE

ADL REPORTS...

December 21, 1949

To: EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
EDUCATION COMMITTEE
RELIGIOUS COMMITTEE

During recent meetings of the Religious and Education Committees, various problems
involving the Denver Public Schoole were considered. As a result, specific propo-
sals were made and subsequently approved by the Executive Committee. This is a
brief report on the follow-up taken as a result of the policy established by our

Executive Committee.

Rabbi Joel Zion representing the Education Committee, and Rabbi Manuel Laderman re-
presenting the Religious Committee, together with Mr. Brumswick, met with the heads
of the Department of Imstruction of the Denver Public Schools. The purpose of this
conference was to discuss the advisability of developing a Hanukkah Manual to asaist
teachers during this holiday season next year. Previously, our Denver schools have
had little or no guidance in the treatment of Hanukkah in the classroom. We have
noted the increase in requests for assistance and information that there is a real
need to guide the public schools in this issue., Thus, this conference meeting re-
sulted in a decision to survey the extent of Christmas-Hanukkah celebrations in the
schools and present this informetion to a specially appointed committee of teachers
wvho will prepare this Manual., These teachers will prepare the Manual during the
several -week period of the summer workshop in intergroup education which is spon-
sored by the Denver Public Schools in cooperation with ADL. Representatives of the
Religious and Education Committees will assist this teacher's group in the prepara-
tion of the Manual.

Mr, Miller representing the Executive Committee, accompanied by Mr. Wittelshofer,
Chairman of the Education Committee, and Mr. Brunswick, met with Superintendent of
Schools, Kenneth Oberholtzer. The purpose of the meeting was to clearly define
ADL's position concerning the "3 R's" controversy and especially to indicate our
continmuing support of the Intergroup Education program. Dr. Oberholtzer expressed
his appreciation for our support and recommended that ADL's Education Department
work closely with the Publications and Public Relations Department of the Denver
Public Schools in the development of a number of newspaper features to convey &
clearer understanding of the progress in the schools in Intergroup Education. The
discussion also dealt with the problem of parent education and a program will be de-
veloped by the ADL and the Denver schools through which the FTA groups will be
reached and supplied with materials and other services to give its membership an in-
sight into the positive aspects of intergroup education,

We wish to report that our meetings reflected a relationship between the Denver
Public Schools and this office which should make for continuing progress in Inter-
group Education in our community.



Article f'or Denver Post phon ed Dec. 22, 1949 to Doris Blackburn

It is with a great deal of pleasure that the Jewish
community of Denver extendsholiday ereetings to its Christian
neighbors at this season of the year. The festival of Christmas,
which commemorates one of the two most important events in the
history of Christendom, is an occasion marked by deep and solemn
reverence on the part of those who adhere to its faith. It is a
season when Christian men and women devoutly attend their churches
and speak their prayers. Would that every Christian in the land
were to be found in his church on Christmas eve or Christmas day.
Then the true spirit of the holiday would be observed in its
important essence.

As a rabbl, I often speculate on what the state of
affairs would be if the Christians of America and the whole world
would only take more closely to heart the teachings of their
Prince of Peace who spoke of "goodwill to men." It seems to me
that if the genuine Christian ethic prevailed there would really
be "peace on earth." But there is no peace on earth possible
unless men take the teachings of their religiions seriously.
There is no peace on earth possible unless we cease rattling
the sabers at each other, in terms of nations, races, or creeds.

We approach the New Year of 1950 with & portentous

feeling. It is the turn of the century, and it may witness

catastrophic events. At this season, we join with our neighbors
in prayer that the year ahead will mark an improvement in
relations of men and nations in society. We pray that human
beings on earth may come to know that there is justice and dignity
for all. We pray that 1life become more peaceful, beautiful and
meaningful., All this can be done if we only remember not to
be distracted by the tinsel and glitter of life, but rather to
be mindul of the inner spiritual content of whatever religion
we profess.

ple = ChaisTirns







“AQWH SERVICES

Sermon:
"HELLENISTS IN MODERN DRESS"

Dec. 16, 1949
8 315 P.M,

Friday Evening

Hosts for this Service will be: Ir. & Mrs. Jerry Kay, Mr. & Mrs.
J. Remes, Mr. & Mrs. M. Weiner and Mrs & Mrs, D, Wares.

Jerry Ehrlich, a member of the Confirmation Class, will assist
with the Torah.

CHANUKO SERVICE: In observance of the Chanuko festival, the can-
dles will be 1lit at the opening of our services,
special hymns will be sung by our Choir and appropriate selections
read.

RADIO FROGRAM: All members of thel Congregation are urged to tune

in on Station WLAV on Thursday night, December 15,
the first night of Chanuko, from 7 to 7:15 P.M. A special Chanuko
program will be prepared by the Habbi and the Temple Choir, under
the direction of Maurice Glaser. This will be a good time for the
families to light their first Menorah candle., We are indebted to
the Men's Club for sponsoring this program for the second year.

CHILDREN'S PARTY: Children with their parents are invited to attend
i the annual Chanuko party which will be held on
Sunday, December 18, at L:30 P.M., Festivities will begin with an
evening meal, to be followed by a Chanuko service and movies. An
exchange of gifts will conclude the program. All the arrangements

are being made by our Religious School Committee of the Sisterhood,
under the leadership of Mrs. Jercme Baer.

School will be held on Saturday, December 17, but not on Sunday.
Parents with children who do not as yet attend our religious school
should bring gifts not costing more than 25 cents in order that
these youngsters might also be able to participate in the exchange
of presents. Also make your dinner reservations with Mrs. J, Baer.

FORUM: Congregational Forum after Services from 9:30 to 10:30,.

1 GPriday Night T Temple Night”"



e Rubtis Comer .. .

There's no denying that this time of the year is

a trying one for Jewish children. But I'm afraid
that by and large it's ally the parents who

are the most disturbed. For this is a moment in
the life of the Jewish child when the nature of his
difference from his school mates is brought home to
him in a most telling manner. And there's nothing that can be’ done to
mitigate in any way the full.impact of this fact.

We must be careful not to become unduly alarmed during this period of
pseudo=religiosity, in which the commercial overtones of the season
almost drown out any real spiritual substance. There are two errors
which some of our people are tempted to make. In the first place,
parents tend to exaggerate the feeling of being left out of the swing
of things which their children may experience as a result of the fact
that they are not heirs to the Christian traditions Secondly, attempts
are sometimes made to counteract the school's failure to observe
meticulously the American concept of the separation of church and state
by agitating for the introduction of Chanuko ceremonies in the class-
room and assembly hall,

Now I don't want to minimize the.problem at all, but at the same time
let us stop kidding ourselves. We must stick by ocur principles or we
run the risk of losing our integrity. I for one do not feel that
children should be fed on myths, especially on religious fables that
may warp and distort their future understanding of the phenomena of
this universe, Fortunately we who are Jews apc spared the trouble of
taxing our credulity; ours is a pure and undiluted monotheism. If
that stamps us as being different in the midst of a2 naive and infan-

tile pogulation, it is well worth the trouble. I do not believe that
we should be partners in the maintenance of legends that keep the
world back from moving forward.

Furthermore, the tendency of our public school system to expose the
young and immature children to sectarian religious influences is to
be deplored. We do not correct the situation by sneaking in Chanuko
the back way. Too often is this practice used to condone the origi-
nal wrong of subjecting Jewish children to celebrations that do not
belong in the public school. In many places Chanuko has come to be
regarded by many people as the Jewish Christmas, because it is very
often brought in as an appendix to observances that commemorate the
birth of Jesus. It leads to confusion rather than to clear under=-
standing. But worst of all, it leads people to believe that two
wrongs make one right,..sslet's stick by our principles: if we lose

them, we have lost everythingl



CHANUKO CANDLES: Please get in touch with the
Rabbi if you have not obtained
as yet your box of Chanuko candles.

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL: Because of the mid-winter va-

cation, classes of our Reli-
gious school will not be held till after the
first of the new year.

BEANO PARTY: Final reminder for the annual Beano party, sponsored
by the Men's Club, which will be held Wednesday :
evening, December 1, at 8:30 PuMs in the Vestry Rooms.

LIBRARY NEWS: Books that are returned to the library should be
left on top of the book-cases. The committee will
place them where they belong. FPlease do not put them back in the

mokcises, as that makes it impossible for the committee to check
€m 1Ma

Fines for books that are over-due should be paid to members of
the committee who will be on duty after Friday Night Services or
at Sisterhood meetingse. .You may get in touch with any of the

. following to pay your fines: Irene Bach, Lillian Klein, Joan .
Fogel or Mitzie Feenberg.

Short book reviews may be submitted to the editor of the Bulletin.
No doubt some of you would like to share your impressions with
other members of the Congregationi. You may write a short review
of a few sentences and we will be glad to publish it.

PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS: A motorious rabble=-rouser once complained

to Benjamin Franklin that the Constitution
of the United States was a mockery. "Where is all the happiness
it's supposed to guarantee us?" he demanded.

"A1l the constitution guarantees, my friend,
is the pursuit of happiness," he said. "You have to catch up with
it yourself."

SISTERHOOD: The next meeting of our Sisterhood, which will be held
= on Wednesday, December 21, will feature a Book Review
by Mrs. Mark Laniado. The title of the book will be announced in
next week's Bulletin.

YAHRZEIT: Kaddish will be recited for: Bernhardt Baer, Rachel
Berlin, Eva Belfer, Beck Cohen, Lillian Greenberg,

Eugene Newman, Rebeccéa Rosenberg, Isidor Scheiner,
Bessie Simon and Simon Yarrows.
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SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA
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RABBI NORMAN SALIT, President
MARC H. TANENBAUM, Public Relations

IN LESS THAN ELEVEN WEEKS.......

The SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA REPRESENTED YOU IN THESE WAYS. . .

GENERAL ASSEMBLY: Leaders of Orthodox, Conservative, and Reform rabbinic
and lay movements meet under Synagogue Council auspices to clarify ""areas of
agreement" on major moral, social, and religious issuas at all-day General
Assembly on Monday, November 15, at Congregation 3'nai Jeshurun. This parley
climaxes week-end of religious Tercentenary observances, co-sponsored by New
York Board of Rabbis, dedicated to theme, ""The Synagogue Speaks'". Citations to
oldest U. S. Jewish congregations at Carnegie Hall gathering highlight observances.

HUMAN RELATIONS: Synagogue Council of America, meeting with key officials
of National Council of Churches and National Catholic Welfare Conference on
November 11, formulate pioneer tri-faith approach for implementing local
community human relations projects, with special emphasis on integration
problems of Negroes in South,

"CHRISTIAN AMENDMENT": U. S, Senate Resolution (SJTR-87) introdiced by

Sen. Flanders (Rep., Vermont) calling for amending U. S. Constitution ''to

recognize the authority and law of Jesus Christ" is defeated, thus precluding

possible "second~class" citizenship for American Jewry, SCA and National

Commaunity Relations Advisory Council (NCRAC) announce September 10, following

appearance of SCA and NCRAC spokesmen before Senate Judiciary Committee who
ol i, s;tu)n. _-___—-_—-__

SEASON: Joint Advisory Committee of SCA and NCRAC
ment of principles "opposing religious and joint holiday
> pu u: schools"; circularize rabbis and community leaders

ring guida.nce and assistance in handling this ""delicate problem!',

RELIGION AND PUBLIC SCHOOLS: At close of three-day conference of 100
rabbis, community leaders, and community relations workers, Synagogue

Council of America and NCRAC's Joint Advisory Committee formulate draft
statement of principles ''to be used as guide to policy for all American Jewish
organizations and communities" in handling local efforts to introduce study of
""common core religion," or "moral and spiritual values," or ""objective teachings
about religion" into public schools curricula,

DANISH JEWISH REFUGEES: SCA Plenary meeting, October 27, votes

unanimously to hold reception on November 30 to honor Dr. Aage Berlelsen,
Danish schoolmaster who during Nazi occupation of Denmark, helped develop
underground movement which saved 6,000 Jewish refugees from annihilation.
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INTER-RELIGIONS: SCA's executive director, Rabbi Marc H. Taneabaum,

responding to National Council of Churches invitation for SCA to serve as
representative for American Jewish religious commanity vis-a-vis Protestant
community, addresses NCC workshop pledging cooperation in areas of common
interest.

SCOUT MOVEMENTS: SCA's Girl Scout Commission chairman, Rabbi Max

Schenk, represents SCA at two-day Religious Policy Commission of Girl

Scouts of America, November 4-5; SCA President Salit serves on Jewish
Service Commission of Boy Scouts of America, both advise on religious
programs for thousands of American Jewish boys and girls in scout movements,

RELIGION IN AMERICAN LIFE: SCA meets with non-Jewish religious leaders
in blueprinting nationwide movement to encourage attendance in synagogues and
churches, under theme; "He Restoreth Your Soul'!., Dr, Salit serves as board
vice-chairman,

FEDERAL CHAPLAINS: SCA plans conference around January 1955 of 25 SCA-
sponsored Federal Prison chaplains to help improve religious services to
Jewish inmates in correctional institutions, and their integration in home
communities.

STATEMENTS: Labor Day (Sept. 7), Day of Prayer (Sept. 22), Rosh Hashonah
and Yom Kippur (Sept. 28=29, Oct. 7), Newspaper Week's Religion and Press
Day (Oct. 3), Condemnation of Bingo for religious fund-raising (Nov. 8) issued
by SCA bring organized American Judaism's views to American and Jewish
public through press, radio, television and Voice of America.

COMMUNITY SERVICES: Special American Jewish Tercentenary Service,
written by Rabbi Albert Goldstein for SCA used by 25,000 Jewish congregants;
Jewish calendar distributed by SCA to universities and schools throughout
America to help educators'respect Jewish students' observance of holidays;
Sabbath Attendance Chart used by Hebrew and Sunday schools stimulate wide-
spread increase in children's attendance at Sabbath service;

Commission on Jewish Information advises communities and individuals on
all non~halachic queries dealing with current Jewish practices; SCA's

Social Action Commission prepares handbook on juvenile delinquency to aid
rabbis and local comminities in combating rise of delinquency in America,

UNITED NATIONS: U, S. National Commission for UNESCO names SCA, through
its president Dr. Salit, to panel for "proper utilization of America's moral and
spiritual resources' for improving relations with other nations.

RADIO: SCA's Radio-TV Commission, he:ided by Rabbi Theodore Adams,
prepares year-long Muatual Network national radio program, "Synagogue Forum
of the Air," produced by SCA executive director Tanenbaum.

(The Synagogue Council of America is the only central national Jewish agency
which represents American Jewry as a religious community.)

"1IF THE SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL DID NOT EXIST, WE WOULD HAVE TO CREATE IT..."
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JOINT CONFEREICE ON RELIGIOUS HOLIDAY OBSERVANCES IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOIS-
SPONSORED BY THE SYNAGOGUE COUJCIL OF AMERICA AND THE NATIONAL COMMUNITY
REIATIONS ADVISORY COUFCIL SEPTEMEER 13-14, 1949

STATEMENT OF THE POSITION OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTIEE - FRESENTED
BY IR, JOEN SLAWSON, EXECUTIVE VICE PRESILENT

Dr, Mirda, ladies and gentlemen of the conference, I regret very much my in-
abllity to attend your other sessions. I should have liked to be present, but the
pressure of other duties prevented ms from doing so.

I consider the subject of this conference one of our most important problems,
end 1t is moet gratifying to find the Synagogue Council and the Community Relations
groups Jointly considering it.

To'me this subject of religious obssrvances in our public schools is ome that
is central to our accommodation to the American scene, and the mamner in which we
resolve it will dotermine in good measure the way in which we are able to live, as
some have phrased it, "in a Christiap world,"

I was in Isreel during Passover, and after a very delightful experience, I said
goodbye to one of the friends I had made there, He said, "Where ara jou going?" I
said, "I em going home." He said, "Home? Why you are home now." Here, indeed, is
a great challenge to us, Apd this whole busineas of holiday ohsermncoa - religicma
holiday cbservances, particularly their sectarian aspects in the sciools - is
important because to our way of thinking, ard I know to your way of thinking here,
some of these¢ holidays have become a part of the culture of America., And when we
talk about integration into America, we are talking of integration into the culture
of America., A difficult problem confronts us in our effort to differentiate between
that which is really cultural, and the truly religious. We are therefore taking
fundamental factors imto consideration in evolving the position I am about to pre-
sent to ycu. Basic to this position is owr conviction that we camnot compromise with
the obvioua fact that participetion in Christian religious observances is contrary
to Jevish religious principles.

We must also take into account that the legal aspscts of this problem of church
and state are at this time in an uncertain state; tiat there are many points of view!
on the subject; that litigation in this area could carry with it a tremendous amount
of irritation; and that we must practice statesmanship; that we must determine what
comes first in the arenma of church and state - the priorities - what are the prior-
itiea? There are many factors which should determine whether the problem of
religious holiday observances im the schools takes first place or fifth place or
sixth place in our list of priorities. It is largely a question of emphasis.

What the Amer‘can Jewish Committee has addressed itself to, ladies and gentle-
men, is the formulation of a position which in our view will help create a modus
viyendi, make it possible for us to live in a wholesome and dignified way, as part
of Amesricen society. Certainly, stetesmanship is involved, and strategy too. We
offer no immediate soluticn, no panacea,

I shall read you very briefly what is the result of the thinking of those mem-
bers of our stuff in the American Jewish Coumittee who have been studying this
question in a vital mapner, as well as the lay leadership who have given a great
deal of attention to this problem.
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The first fact that we wish to record is that the practice of the observance
of religious holidays in our public schools is of such long standing and so deeply
imbedded that it 1s now generally accepted as an integral part of our American
culture,

In recent years these observances have been greatly extended, as the result of
the vast commercialization of some religious holidays, particularly Christmas.
Meny liberal Protestants readily acknowledge that Christmas is really a home fest-
ival, the more appropriately celebrated in the family circle than in the school,
although this is probably not a majority view.

The second fact: such observances are almost universally of a sectarian
religious character, and therefore objectionable to large sections of the Jewish
community, and to many non-Jews as well., One will find very little difference among
the rabbinate, Orthodox, Conservative and Reform, in their unequivocal opposition
to these practices, The participation by Jewish shildrem in a Christian religious
festival is in contravention of their religious convictions; it ia against Jewish
religious law. Mind you - religious participation - I emphasize the word
participation.

The third fact that we wish to note: religious holiday observances are but
one manifestation of sectarianism in the public school, cne aspect of the total
church-state problem, It is extremely important to view them in that context.

Fourth: The gquestion of religlous holiday observances does not appear to have
been litigated. You have discussed that phase of the problem last night I under-
stand, Its closeat counter-peart will be found im the Bible reading cases, but when
this practice was tested, the courts of several ptates have been divided., It would
be sheer. guesswork to hazard a prediction of what the Supreme Court of the United
States would do if faced with the determination of the constitutionality of religious
holiday observances in the public school.

The fifth point: There are those who urge that the inmtercultural approach to
religious holiday observances in the public schools, such as a joint Christmss-
Hapukash celebration, offers an ideal substitute, if not a solution. Proponents
hold that it is possible with the proper techniques and teacher-training to bring
to & child an understanding of religions other than his own without at the same time
doing violence to the principle of the separation of church and state; in fact they
argue it is unnatural and dangerous to divorce religion from the school life of the
child, and thus blind omrselves to the cultures among which he lives, Opponents
think that Christmas and Easter are religious holidays; by adding Hanukah and
Pagsover you do not make them less so; that the intercultural approach merely serves
to driog religion into the schools by the back door; that there is nec evidence that
the techniques for am effective intercultural program in this area have been devel-
oped and until such technigues are demonstrable, this approach should not be accept-
ed as a solution,

The sixth point: It is doubtful that the American people are sufficiently ad-
vanced in their understanding of the church-state problem to comprehend or accept
sympathetically opposition on the part of the Jewish community to these practices.
You know that to be the case in your communities, The Kingaton and Brooklyn - the
Bildersee incident, are proof of this. Furthermore, experience has demonstrated
that elimination of the more recent intrusions into the public school system, such
&8 relsased time, the distribution of the Gideon Bible, offers the greater possibil-
ity of success by reason of wider community understanding of the dangers implicit
in these practices. That is what I referred to when I spoke of priorities; an undue
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emphasis on religious holiday observances, which is but one facet of the entire
problem, could at this time do irreparable damage to ongoing efforts in other aress
of the church-state controversy.

Now we give you our summary of our recommendations:

(A) Religious holiday observances in the public schools cannot be viewed as
isolated phenomena, but rather as one aspect of the church-state problem. It is
in that context that we must seek a solution;

(B) We are opposed in principle to religious and joint religious holiday cele-
brations with sectarian religious references, in the public schools, as a violation
of the principle of separation of church and state;

(C) We believe that our present efforts should be mainly directed toward a
solution of such phases of the church-state problem as released time, distribution
of Gideon Bibles, and federal aid to private schools, since a premature emphasis on
the issue of religious holiday observances in the public schools could be hurtful
to our efforts in other areas;

(D) The intercultural education approach is still in the early stages of
development. We believe that the techniques for & successful program free of re-
ligious indoctrination and emotionel imvolvement have not yet beem sufficiently
demonstrated; moreover we feel that such programs may actually perpetuate this
sectarian practice. We therefore do not believe that this approach should be un-
critically offered as & substitute for the presemt practice of religious holiday
observances; nevertheless that approach should have further study and experimentation
and we will gladly lend our assistance to efforts in this direction;

(E) It i1s necessary to recognize that community action on any aspect of this
problem presents serious public relations hazards., However, there may be communities
or sections of communities where for example flagrant violations are uncovered or
where the schools are predominantly Jewish in population, or where there 1is strong
non-sectarian opposition to these practices, in which it mey be advisable to con-
sider community action. Even in such ingtances it is essential to plan with
care in terms of methods used, allies contacted, measurement of community resistance
etoetera.

Finally we would urge that no steps whatever be taken before consulting with
the Joint Advisory Committee of the Synmegogue Council and of the National Community
Relations Advisory Council.

(F) Implicit in all of the foregoing 1s the responsibility on the part of Jewish
agencles to educate their comstituency to the implications of the church-state
problem,

And now, I want to conclude with en observation concerning the individual child
and his parents which, it seems to me, overrides all considerations of strategy and
the exercise of statesmanship, as wsll as the importance of preserving groip harmony.
It ocutes through the need for observing priorities on which I spent some time
further back, It is this, That the child should be completely free to give ex-
pression to hia religious convictions by refraining from participation in any
religicus holiday observance which contravenes his religious upbringing. And it is
the duty of the Jewish community to protect the child from any possidle consequences
of his non-participation.



Synagogue Council of America
National Community Relations Advisory Council

JOINT CONFERENCE ON RELIGIOQUS HOLIDAY
OBSERVANCES IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOIS

September 13-14%, 1949
Hotel New Yorker New York City

PROPOSED STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES
(NOTE: This statement, at present, is not definitive, nor
does it necessarily represent the official view of any
Jewish orgenization or group. It was formulated pursuant
to the prevailing view at the Joint Conference. Partici-
pants in/ the Conference had no authority to commit their
respective organizations or communities. Accordingly,
the statement in its present form is & proposal for con-
sideration by the constituent bodies of the sponsoring
agencies. At plenary sessions of both those agencies --
the Synagogue Council and the National Community Relations
Advisory Council -- in the Spring of 1950, it is expected
that a definitive statement of Jewish position will be
adopted. )
We reaffirm the following statement heretofore adopted by the Syna-
gogue Council of Americe and the National Community Relations Advi-

sory Council:

(1) The American Democratic system is founded in large part upon
ethical and moral concepts derived from the great religiéns of man-
kind. The preservation and fostering of \these concepts are essen-
tial to the fullest realization of ‘the American ideal and thelr
growth and development as major forces in American life should be

the deep concern of every citizen.

(2) Religion has always been and continues to be the central core
of Jewish life. The Jewish community of America is deeply concerned
with secularistic tendencies in contemporary American life, which,
if permitted to grow unchecked, may work great harm to the moral &nd
spiritual basis of American Democracy. We urge &8ll religious groups

to unite 1n an intensified national program designed to enrcll all
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the children of our country in religious educatlional institutions
of their respective faiths. We urge religlous bodies to avail
themselves of all wedie of mess communication for this program,
such as the press, radio, motion picture, speekers' plstforms and

special dramatic projects.

(3) We reaffirm the position enunciated in the joint resolution of
the Synagogue QQuncil of America and the Natlional Community Relatlons
Advisory Councfi_on'zoligionauinstrunﬁiﬂhzin the public school, that
the maintensncqzqgﬂ further%hed‘ét-&ﬁiﬁgién;ifthha responsibility

of the synasgogue, fﬁo ﬁhuréh;-gpdhﬁh;}hﬁﬁé;.dnd_net of the public
school system, the time, thilgt@pﬂf-fhﬁdi, or personnel of which
should not be utilisad_IOK_rﬁliBIQQi*iuriBBUl'

In application of the foregoing ve add the statement of the follow-

ing principles:

(4) We are opposed to the observance of religlous festivals in the
public elementary and high schools because in our view such obser-
vance constitutes a violation of the traditional American principle

of the separation of church and state.

(5) Jolnt religious cobservances such as Christmas-Chanukah &nd
Esster-Passover, are in our opinion no less a breach of the prin-
ciple of separation of church and state and violate the conscience

of many religious persons, Jews and non-Jews alike.

(6) We believe that the participation of Jewish children in public
school observances of the religious hollidays of other faiths contra-
venes Jewish religlous principles and that therefore Jewish children

have a right to refrain from such participatloa. We recommend that
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the local Jewish communities take such action as may be appropriate

to safeguard this right of non-participation.

(7) We recommend further experimentation in intercultural education
not violative of the foregolng principles, with a view to ascertain-
ing whether or not technigues may be developed for creating better

understanding among adherents of the verious religions.

(3) We urge that local Jewish communities consult with the Joint
Advisory Committee of the Synagogue Council of America and the
Netional Community Relations Advisory Council before teking formal

or public action on these matters.
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NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

April 29-30, 1950

BACKGROUND MENORANDUM NO, 2

RELIGIOUS HOLIDAY OBSERVANCES IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The American Jewish Committee being deeply concerned with the maintenance of
the principle of separation of Church and State; has for some time given close at-
tention to the question of religion and the public schools., Since 1947 we have taken
a position opposing such practices as released and dismissed time programs; Bible
reading in the public sSchools; the distribution of Bibles in the public schools;
the extension of school credita for attendance at Bible classes; and the wearing
of religious garb by public school teachers.

We have also given attention to the practice of religious holiday observances
in the public schools, such as Christmas, which is probably the most delicate of
all of the many aspects of the problem. Believing that, in view of their sectarian
content, such observances infringe the principle of separation of Church and State,
the American Jewish Committee, as well as other civic-protective agencies in the
National Community Relations Advisory Council (NRCAC), in 1948 took a position oppos-
ing these observances in principle., At the same time, it has been recognized by us
and other agencies that opposition to them could not be implemented except at grave
risk to inter-group relations,

In order to ensure full consideration of the subject, a two-day conference was
convened in September, 1949 under the auspices of the Joint Advisory Commitiee of
the Synagogue Council of America and the NCRAC. At that Conference our views were
presented by Dr. John Slawson. In his presentation, he put the subject into its
proper perspective, and submitted the views of our agency. A copy of his address
is appended hereto and provides most of the background needed for chapter discussion
of this topic.

Also appended is a proposed Statement of Principles adopted by tke Conference
in September, and submitted to the agencies concerned for their approval. Action
thereon by the American Jewish Committee will be taken at the forthcoming Executive
Comnittee meeting, and instructions given to our representatives at the plenary
session of the NCRAC next month, when its member agencies, national and local, will
vote on the Statement.

Since September, actual experience in some communities, notably Philadelphia
and Chelsea, Mass.; has provided confirmation of the fact that, as indicated in
Dr, Slawson's statement to the Conference, this subject is fraught with exceptional
public relations hazards. A public seminar conducted by the Philadelphia Jewish
Community Relations Council in October, provoked sharp public attacks. No support
was forthcoming from even the liberal clergy, and the Jewish community itself was
agitated. A petition by an individual Jewish parent, acting on her own initiative,
to the Chelsea School Board, urging review of the sectarian aspects of the Christ-
mas observances of the schools in that city, led to a vituperative newspaper cam-
paign and to a boycott of Jewish merchants.
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In general, the Jewish community, as well as the general community, is insuf-
ficiently informed on this issue, as well as divided on what should be done sbout
it. For example, in Camden, N.J., the Jewish Community Couneil adopted and
published a mild resolution supporting the right of any Jewish child who, by reason
of his religious econvictions, did not wish to participate in a religious holiday
observance, to abstain from such participation. Accepted as fair and reasonable Ly
the school board, it was, nevertheless, condemned by a number of irate Jewish

parents.

The question of holiday observances was the subject of one of the Workshops
at our Annual Meeting in January. Recognizing its complexity, the Workshop re-
commended further consideration by an appropriate national committeé. It is
receiving such consideration from the newly created Committee on Education, which
plans to make a recommendation to the Executive Committee on the action to be
taken by it on the prorosed statement of primeciples. Reports from our chapters
on local views and experiences on this subject will be of great aid to the Committee
on Edueation.

FOR CHAPTER DISCUSSION

For purposes of chapter discussion, the following specific questions are
suggested:

1. What is the situation in your community with respect to religious
holiday observances in the public schools, including joint observances, such
as Christmas-Hanukah?

2, Vhat is the attitude of chapter members on this subject?

3. WVWhat is the attitude of other representative groups in the
Jewish commumnity?

4. Should the proposed Statement of Principles be approved? If
not, whet changes are recommended?

7. If so, what steps should be teken in implementing it to aver:l;

adverse reactions?

ig-4/7/50






CHANUXAH NARRATION
Written by Rabbl Herbert A. Friedman
Terple Ezanu-El B'ne Jeshurun
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

To be used in econjuntion with the oratorio

*Judas Maccabsus" by Handel

It was at the end of the year numbered 167 before

the appearance of the Special One later called the

Messiah by the '__; nm,um Kislev,

2118 years qp. across ﬂ . #ﬂnlﬂlpwo,
it was in thvﬂn d‘m:’rm. nns

of Syria and so ruler dqumm Temple

of the God J.honh’,u- ti. Gomn ;ﬂlo mttu-ug in
the sun on one Qf Jomm'tw - m'tmm.m.

Temple whose mg:m cedar had been _\_l_re_mt from

" =
4 A

Lebanon by Solomon - the Temple of Zion was desecrated
and given over to the uses of idelatry by order of the
pagan king. - Judah lay captive and her people mourned.

(Narrator first reads sext of aria to be sm
by solo or by cholr so that congregation -
be familiar with libretto. Then musio is sung.)

#2 MOURN, YE AFFLICTED CHILDREN
Chorus

Kourn, ye afflicted children, the remains
Of captive Judah, mourn in lolun strains,
Your sanguine hopes of 14 give o'er;
Your hero, friend and father ie no more.



Under the twinkling stars of the cold, clear
Palestine night, the heavens were split by the ories
of the Judeans, as the fires on the altars roared and
crackled ekyward, bearing the odor of burning swine
flesh and skin and bristly halr. Even upon the altar
of the sanotuary itself, the blood of the filthy boar
gushed and spurted in mw aot of sacrifice to

the Oreek god Zeus.

- ll““".‘-;
mwmu&nmh uws - Tose rules
ol ) W o t‘i— | .

of muwmtpmtﬁrm-gq-mow

AR F

e*l‘-

mandments of urﬁ-&uoi' mdﬁww ohumu the
sanctification of ﬁu %ptmq%ﬁ)- qﬂ-rug of the
first frults - sl the lawe whieh pecple used to grumble
about, but which thoy loved to do humn it was in their
blood and the blood of their fmun.mo now deelared
null and void. No shred of warm and pulsating Jewish
1life was left. The hearts of the Jews heoame as cold
a8 the stone of the pig-altars. And a hush settled over
the land, as people grew afraid of the tyranny which
oppressed them.

Officers of the king jJourneyed from city to city
all through that dark and cold winter, coercing the people

into apostagy. Greedy were the spears of the Syrians as



they pricked into Jewish bodies, foreing the unwilling
to erect altars and eat of the forbidden flesh of the
sacrificial offerings. Lowd was the laughter of these
blond pen fror the north, as town after town fell under
their dominion.

One dawn they made thelr appearance in the village
of Modin, situated upon a hill near Lydda, where to-day
@ great airport has been bullt, one more pulse beat in the
throbbing mn-unt m-mnm mm Im then, Modin
m-qunmﬁmm- mmm:mu—
yond the huts aﬁth’g*ﬁ lmim a8 the legion of
the enemy marched tnto m vul-u ﬁu@i and summoned
all the folk to hnr tﬁi man of the distant monarch,
which read - 'Dow"n tith me Adan_olr- wp with Zeus."®

As the first Jew of Modin stepped to the pagan block
to do according to the king's will, Mattathias, an old, a
priestly man, sprang out fror the circle of by-standers,
shrieked in his ancient, vigorous voice *Death to the
traitor" - and plunged, with all his strength, the shaft
of iron so that it quivered in the other's back. Another
hasty elash of sword laid low the royal officer - and Judea

was in revolt.

Confusion and clamor, pounding hope and nauseating



fear - all was madness and unreal in the village square =
uncertainty, hesitation - what to do, what to do - until
Mattathias, again composed, shouted clear and loud - "All

those on the side of the Lord, follow me - to the hills, to

the hills."

And the Jews, weak, timid, yet swollen with pride at
. &8 ;H’- i
the call of a natural lgqér.\ ‘ran hurriedly, each to his

hut - hasty tu-cnnn - g.pn“ tgﬁlna umn fror the women -

e e " iy

grasping arms, a sword, & -pq: ila.lmhn'apn hidden $111

T
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this day = Judea was in revolt.

#9
(Baritone and Chorus)

Arm, arm, i“ brave |

A noble cause, a nobl mne.

The cause of Heaven your zeal dhunau.

In defense of yoﬁ, ation, ro‘.ugion and lawvs

The almighty J . will strengthen your hands.
Chorus

We come, we come core in bright array,
Judsh, Judah, Juﬁ.h Judsh thy sceptre to obey.

The third son of Mattathias, naped Judah, surgsd to
the forefront and when the old priest breathed his last
during that rfirst cruel winter of fighting, Judah was ap-
pointed general. Strong, proud, fierce as & spirited
stallion - harsh with his men, but dearly beloved - he was

the Makabi, the hammerer - he smashed with a2ll his power.



The Nakabl made his secret chancellry deep in the
fagtness of Judean hills and hammered and welded his band.
Like the molten metal beaten into shape on the anvil of
necessity, so the hammer gradually took form in the lair of
the strongest smith. *he hammer was made of the flesh and
sinews of Jewiesh men eeeking to overthrow an enemy, but it

wvas wielded by the -pu-n qp*ah who was uen 'nro. He

gallant umlmund' :oi' llonimi the luﬂn of the Hagansh,

the fighters of Israel - dl Tth’nu m in the line of the
hapmerer. All these tasted the bitterness of oppression and
dreamt the dream of freadom. |

Freedor train - freedom train - more than thﬂm.ng.
off the yoke - more than merely teking a poke - at Hitler,
Haman, hated hangman; but dreaming of breathing an alr so

free - oh life, oh love, oh libertr.



#13

O Liderty, thou choiceat treasure
Seat of virtm , Bource of pleasurel
life, without thee, knows no blessing,
No endearment worth caressing.

Duet - Sopranec and Alto
Come, ever smiling lidberty,
And with thee bring thy Jocund train,

For thee we pant, and gigh for thee,
With whom eterui pleasures reign.

For four and twenty months did Makabl wage his war
in smeg.-.-:ghm,;mg vm down fmf the hills
in swift nrpuuu nmhm, thrust mun. but never
Hodin, now at K!.zplh, gatm;lng food, dtullng m.

enlisting men - llld mm s;ny-, alﬂn sniping at
] -
the hated anemy. ﬁir me&to mm lmagth to Tight

asssiling the tyrant's stro

or die. _
#17 " HEAR US, 0 LORD
= 1 (Chorus)
Hear us, 0 Lord, on Thee we call,
Regolved on conquest, or a glerious fall.

The rich and powerful Jews - those who called
themeelves the "Hellenist Party", which was thelr careful
and polite designation for sheer treachery, since they
believed in adjusting to the times and collaborating with

the Syrian-Greek conqueror - the leading Jews in thelir el-

aborate villas began to be disturbed by the reporte coming



in from the countryside about the popularity of the Hammerer.
He had a force of several thousand by now, and they grew
afreid - because, if by some miracls he should succeed in
overthrowing the tyrant, then they would be in danger, for
it was well known that Menelaus the High Priest and his
coterie had made their peace \dth Antiochua.

They Muro - g” ﬁolhhm&ors - umpi%ha King
to send a mi’&‘%#twitqn t&bpﬂ@."mut thie

hero band -m;ﬁ rly aest

did naturally G

plus cevalry with gu),gug; pna m gloppms - all in

burnished copper -ﬁhnt.w a wﬂuon in the plain
e §al .

near the mountain pase nt ‘Emn. !hirtegﬁ_‘imd years
later Richerd the uon-nnmd sought -ii“eu his way through
that same pase - and two tull nillonh were to elapse be-
Tore the British Ceneral Allenby used again this route against
the modern Turks.

The hour was oritical - up 4in the hills the few
Judeans looked down and saw the l'sm mmm fire-
lights as the Syrians sncamped near ‘the pass. They knew

not what to do and trembled till Judah, in a burst of genius,

saw that he must attack that tremendous host in surprise



e N e

paneuver. He could mt wait for them to search him out.
All through the n!.ch! his m ﬂ‘;.wloﬂ into proper strategic
position. At dawn, the trumpets blasted:

#28 - SOURD AN ALAMK
(Tenor and Chorus)

Sound an alarz, your silver trumpets sound,
And call the Wehmd only bravs, and only

ariving the Gﬂohu ig;&&m array, as ohaff
ie carried before the ﬁﬂ

The incredible word of 'ﬁttm was wvhispered and
shouted, flung from tongue to tongue — till in & few hours
81l the land was calling Judah hero and savior.

Dances of delirious Joy warked the newe in village
after village. Bonfires were 1lit - people drank - children
sang - gzally colored ribbons wers flown = and preparations

were made in Jerusalem for a great triumphal m.. to



greet in proper glory the one whose hammsr ssashed the foe.

Along the line of parade march, the crowds gathered,
ag they alwaeys deo, to pay their homage and place their
loyalty, to gaze sdoringly end shriek hysterically when
young Judah passed. He wae the new national idol.

#35

real task of .rtoq'llt ietion. I a1l of hqir living 1t is
J} '

ever so - that tl'm'c ip 1nl.lh{.; time of perfect

ralaxation and total nﬂnn'qn‘nt !hm is always untlnng

else to do.

The task that remained was the cleansing of the central
core of Jewish life - the Temple, which had been under de-
"filement for three long years.

Ch, what a heart-rending Job! The women came with
wvater and branches, to scrub clean the golden floors and

walls - to remove the excrement of man and animal which had

gathered in the corridors and side chambers; while ths men



broke down the heathen idols and carried out the blagphemous
wood and stone of which the forbidden things had been con-
structed.

They repaired and again they hampered. This time to
build, not to destroy - and they set the Tabernacle in order.
They pelished the huge candalabra and set upright the basins
for 1ibation. They arranged the table for the shewbresd
B LR T

Here whlﬁ m&mmﬁm says that

"-d’

the one vial of $u ru& burnied and. h:rm for sight miracu-

" Rads wis \;
lous a-y-, when 1ﬂ_aham h-?b 1m /by every predictable

measure, foi- only me:“ﬁh‘msﬂo one Xnows.

At that most nlm M- nlr_'tfgr_-thn.'hnph was
entirely cleansed - art;ar the Ark ﬁu onece more re-established,
Judah etood forth to rekindle the lights, as & hush fell
over the massed assemblage in the outer court. He gallod

upon God to witnese this.

1 FATHER OF HEAVEN
v (Alte)

Father of Heaven, Father of Heaven from Thy
eaternal throne

Look with an eye of blessing down,

¥hile we prepare, with holy rltu,

To sclemnize the Feast of Lights.

And thus our grateful hearts euwploy,
And in praise this altar rzise
With carecls of triumphant Joy.



The Temple restored - the festival of Chanukah,
Rededication, established dﬂ; the lighting of the lignts -
a Jewigh dynasty set up upon the throne to replace the
forelgn overlord - peace then began to settle over the
land,

The struggle had been long and bloody, nor does it
end with this, our tale, rar‘rm_mh more fighting does yet

ocour, Acﬁi!’thp_-‘h@ﬁ;_!{- party®, the jidgh P

'-_i _n-'_ >

o o

Menelaus vﬂ mtﬁ ’da" MQH -’ ‘. né

But in the qn,rmuiv 4@«

h \U“.-'_IH y .
out over the land u@!&vm .
o

more. He lookod mnu the nlﬂ: plnu -n m that the

hords grazing once

—

r!——

l'._--l-

statues and 1dols had bua mavﬁi Il looked into the
hearts and minds of his poople. And knew that they were
happy once more, worshioping their own God Adonoi in their
own fashion.

He looked and saw a2ll this and found 1t good. He

saw a4 lovely peace.

#40 | M
(Beprano and Alto)

Oh lovely peace, with plon crowned ~

Come spread thy blessings all around

Let fleecy flocks the hills adorn,

And valleys smile with wavy corn.

Let the shrill trumpet cease, nor other sound;

But nature's songsters wake &ho cheerful morn.-
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