
3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
 513.487.3000 

AmericanJewishArchives.org 

MS-763: Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman Collection, 1930-2004. 
Series D: Education and Rabbinic Career, 1930-1993. 

Subseries 3: Rabbinic Career, 1943-1993. 

 Box Folder 
 8  3 

Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion. Merger plan. 
Friedman memo to Barnett Brickner. 1952-1953. 

For more information on this collection, please see the finding aid on the 
American Jewish Archives website. 



M8IIO '1'0 lIABBI BABN3'r'l BRICIIIER 

SUBJEOT: Poa1t10n ot Rerorm Kovecent 

SUGGESTION: D1aol18e10n or this top10 to be &ired 1n rull at next 
.eet1ng ot OCAR in June, 19SJ . 

D.ar Barne:r: 

For some time now, or.any ot Ua have been bothered by Y&1'ious trend. 

and development. within the Reform loy •• ent . fhera has been 11ttle 

opportunlty to bring tb ... matters to the l1gllt ot publio d180ueslon, 

and I would 11ke to &ake a auggestlon that :rou, •• Pro~ Chalrman tor 

the next .eetlng or the OCAR, arrange to giv_ at 1_.8t one da:r to vh&t 

1., atter all, one ot the moat 1cportant thinga ve can spend tll1'e talking 

about: ll8JIIel:r, the .tate or the Retorm "'oveent. 

Let m8 Adm1 t, at tbe beglnn1ng, that thia 10 an enOrllOUs topl0, and 

one 1n which there are many orou currents and areas or contu810n. I 

have 8et so ... ot m:r own teelings down on paper, ln order that :rou m1gllt 

be able to aee more ope01t1oally the t:rpe ot thing I lUll \1rl.vlng at . It 

thia happens to oontorm ln an:r way wlth an:r ot your thlnking, then I 

augg •• t that 10U and I, pl.us an:rbodY .lae lnteNated, m1ght Arrange to 

get together tor a more elaborate compoeltlon or an asenda. 

I .. eend1 ng thi. to you nov, .... n though I know the Bo11da:r tim. 

10 the bu.l .. t t18& 1'01' all 01' ua, "Dlue .. I pH ...... tut 10U v111 be 

pre •• n~ing a auggeeted dratt 01' the program tor n.xt June to the 1'orth

comlng beouti,.. Board m.ating 1n Ootober . At least, I ... intormed that 

thll hae been the prooedure in the paet . "ith th!l\ ln llind, I want to 

get this 1dee onto ),our desk ear11. 

I!y th1nking runs eomewhat ... tollow.: 



-2-

1.- 'rIIa .Inaral t1 U. tor a 411ouulon at \be CIlAR ooul4 rWl 

.0 •• th1as like th1., 

A. trIllA! IS m£ FtlTtmE or 'l'HE lIQORJt KOV£KiIi!t 

or 

B. VliA'l' OllLD TIlE r mu: 01" 'l'II.E IW'ORX IIOV DWi!? 

or 

C. 1IHA'l' 18 THE 'l'RSIl1l or fil lUJ'ORM OV!K£H'l" 

2.- There GhOuld b. a briat h1atorioal 4 .. oriptlon ot the IViIB 1n 

the .ove.,eot trom ~ tim. ot thl PiU.burgh plaU01'll ot 1885 to the 

Co1U1lbua platt01'll of 937. 

J.- Thl n.e4 tor ao_ n.., atatl.,nt nov. 

A. !he .. enh or the p ... t titt.HI Teare h.." be.n ,poohal.. 

!he.e y.ara ellOOlI]>& ... 4 the destruction at urop.an Jevt7 

and the •• tab11~.nt of Iarael. 

4.- Th. Refol'll 1I.o ....... nt durlas the.e t1fteen ,. ..... he. been propelled 

1nto • 1.441na p<>81Uon In AoIer1oa.. If thb 18 true. then the Reform 

lI.o .... meJ1t ahould re-.... al1l&t. tt,.lt. ~ere h It g01na' lo'I1e .. e ohoul4 It 

a1m to got I. it on the rllht path' 

5.- Iu 8y Judg ... nt we he .... ea4e OUl' .~11na .uee ••••• in r.olnt 

, ..... by raab.o .. blna the ... otlonal war th of ritual and oe .... ony (a. 

witne •• the detail. expounde4 In Beraan'a report). b, re-identltYing 

with the total J,wilh people. by aupportina Ie .... l. by retaining our 

propbeUo ol'1ent.Uon toward, .ooW Ju.U .... b7 oontinuing our intelleotual 

,aanelpat1on trom the 4e44 h&nd of the past. I th1nlt the.e fl .... faotO"8 

ar8 ruponalble tor tha ph.nomenal growth at the """,".nt. 

6.- Do we vant to bo> the _ae .o ....... nt of ""'e .. loan Jlld&i ... , If aD, 

va oontinue &long the pr ... nt path. If not. we r ....... t or retreat or 

wi thdrav. ".any people think that Ve abOuld. rawn .. amall eeleot group 
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11 1n the hand. or the Amer1can Counou, 1'01' ~e, aJ'III the 

onl, on •• vho vUl .upport 1 1 t do .. all or t!lla 

In41 tat Or 1_ 1t ai.pl, ••• 1'1 •• or unoonneeted e~ent.' 

It •• _ .. a to me ~at noUiDi 10 lIore apor\aa tlan that _ Ihould 

att_cpt to 1rOD ou1; thi. qu •• Uon. I would like to ha~. ~_ CCAR h&~. a 

full oI.1anoe to d.bate the lOa.'Ctor and eXP1"e81 Ita lIandat.. If 1t 18 the 

olear out and OV81'Vhalm1ng vleh cr til __ Jcrlt:r c 1;hl Conferenoe thet 

v. oonotantly and de11 ratel, prooeed to Cake t.he FI.fcrm lIo".",ont along 

oertain linea, the I th1nJt 'We phould do .., with 1'ID81Ie4 vigor. 

een4rath haa takaD the ~n10D In a 10. rlns ADd erraotlve tanner 

\overd the con.lllllatioD of _ II 01' ooneider to be 

Important tor the spread of lIe1'o • 

cla .. loal reCor traditioD,.nor 1 be w:1lJ.lng OD the other hand, to •• 11 out 

the .... nc. at the reform P0e1t10D for the am of .urrao. go04 relatlon

&hlp vi ~ other branObee. Be 11 complet I, retorll 1n hi. tb1nlt1ng an4 

notion., J.t he repre.ents the kind 01' r.fo", approaoh vMObllllke& U 

po .. lbla for our lIO .. e"8nt to Ulb1'aoe &11 of ~. lIeat 1n .1114&1 ... 80 thlt 

va 11&, leg1t1l!ately lIIh.riC the nellt &.,..r&1010D or ..... r10&11 bOrn Jev •• 

'lb"re 18 a moral .spaot to thi. lIhioh 41.turb ••• 1.moeneel:r. If 

there 1 •• aoo1010g1oal pro" ... vi thin OUl' Jev111b ooJlllOUn1t, ><herein 

people 00" 1;0 the tora ..apl". a. the, 1nci'ea.. 1n veal th and BOo1al 

poe1t10n, then I thlJIlt u..re 1a a IIOHI ObUgaUOD upon ua to prortde 

t e full.at It1nd 01: dala for ~e people v 0 are ooll1n& 1;0 Us b:r choice 

or b:r d.fault troll OrtbodllJ[J. In other worda, it lie are to be the 

lnheritllr or the tLlture, eapecla11), the Amelo1oan-born sanel'atlolla of oI.."e, 

then I think 1t 1. lnoumbent upon \I.e to otter a higheat-oOlOltOIl deno .. llUltor 

klnd ot Judd .. rather than a loweat-oollllJlon-danomlll&tor kind. ~s 1II0ral 
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r .. pondbU1tr on 1111 h a nobl .... obUge :!'rom 1Ih1ch VII oar.not .. cape. 

Let lie have rOUl' th1nking on tlUs sattel'. 1 real11 1' •• 1 that 1 t 

10 1J:portant. It you are lnteHated, the thing to do 18 work oat an 

integrate<l: ,.genda, for a Whol. 4&J and enn1ng lIeeUng. Let. paper 01' 

two be presented - a pan.l - an open queatlon per10d - an open flOor 

disoue.lon - 0~1nat1ng ln & eer1 •• 01' reaolutlono 01' & atat.Debt 01' 

prin01ple ( a 1 .. leaS.and 19:37l to •• tabl1~ the pre.ent po011;1on and 

t~t ur. intentione 01' the lIo"..,ent. 



pm ;0 RA' •• 9" PIS, 

SUBnOr, 1'o.U101l ot aer_ 1IoY_1l' 

SOOG&SfIOIh Dhoa.doll ot tid. toplo '0 be a1H4 ill tall a, IIPt ".'1IlI ot OClB 11l Jaaa, 19'3. 

D.u 1IarIla7' 

1 aa •• ""''''' •• _ .... ,IS' . " ... II :I'1"IlU.l 

oo_lII11oaUoa. J bOw 70. wU1 Pea. U ..... . 

. 
For _ , ..... MA7 of ........... 1 ..... _ ftIOl_ 

'"114. aIl4 4.ft'( 2 .e "UIIl. tile ....... II HI... th.. •• ___ 
11"18 oppcIZ'tUlIU7 '0 Wi .. UIa .... ,teN .. tile UP' ot paltll. 

418oa .. lon, all4 I 1III1Il4 lu.. t ............ 011 1;11&, 70U, .. PI' 2 • 

011&1_ tor ,he aen __ uc at .. QUR, ......... '0 11ft at le .. . 

ODe 4a7 '0 wba' 1., atter au, 0'" ot .... ao., s.pGJ'IaIl' t M .. .. 

0&11 epoll4 U .. talk1 ... boa', n •• ]7, ilia ..... ot tII& BotoN III,. at. 

Let .. &41111, al ilia bqi"nSIIC, ~ Ud. 1. &II ellGno .. lOpla. 

&114 one 11l wblDh tII&re ..... ...., UOe. Ourl'llD'. &114 ar.... of DOat'IIaloa. 

I ...... n e_ ot R7 0IfII t"11I1&. 40 .. Oil paper, ill or4er .. , JOI 

a1gllt be .. b1.e to _ _ 8pPolt1oa117 UIe t:n>e ot tldll& I .. 4rln.. 
at. It tid. llappall. to ooat_ 1ft &IlJ' "&7 wltll &IlJ' ot 7011&' W'*' .. , 

tIIen I .lICIe.' 1;II&t; you aII4 I, pIa. &IlJ'b047 el .. lD'_n04, .'SId 

U'I'IUIp to .n '0SHIIar tor a _ elaboK'e 008p0.1Uon ot All ... On. 
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eo •• thins lU. thi.: 

A. VIlA! IS 'fHS FUTtIRE or 'fill!: R&FOlU! I!OVEll!!ll'f? 

or 

B. VIlA! 1m01JLl) 81: THE J'lITUR? OF TBI: ru:FORil KCVtl'.£lIT? 

or 

O. lIIIAT IS THE 'l'RElIIl OF THE 1l!:JI'ORil MOVEI!E:HT? 

2.- %her. ~ou14 be a brier hlstorioal desoription of the swins 

1n the aovement ~rnm he t1mo of the Pitt8bUrgh plattorm ot 1885 to 

the Oolumbus plattorm ot 19)7. 

J.- %he ne d tor SOH nev .at .... nt nov. 

A. 'the Ivents ot the p&.t t1ft. n ",are hal'. be.n .poah&l. 

'l'hu. yeara encOIIjlu.ed the eSe.truot10n ot BlU'Op.an .18¥r7 

and the .atabllsha1ent ot I.r 81 • 
• 

4.- 'the Ret",,", l¢oVement dur1ng these titt •• n year. has been pro

pelled 1nto a leading poslt10n 1n America. It thl. 1s tree , then the 

Retorm Movement should re-evaluate ltselt. Where 1s 1t go1ng? Where 

ahould 1t al. to go' Is 1t on the rlght path' 

5.- In .y Judglll8nt we hayS made our atartling 8uo08eses 1n recent 

year8 by reab.orb1ns tbe emotional warmth at r1tual and ceremony (a8 

.wUnea. the deta118 sxpounded 1n Barman'. report), by re-identUying 

with the total .1evls!1 peopl., by supporting Isra.l, by retaining our 

proph.tlc or1.ntat10n to~s aoolal Juatioe, by oont1nuiug our int.l

lectual emanalpat10n trom the dead han4 ot the p<l'st. I . think tn ••• 

tlve tactors are respons1ble tor the phenomenal growth or the movem.nt . 
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6.- Do va want to be the mass ~oTement ot American Judaism? If 

80, va contlnue along the present path. If not, we reyert or retreat 

or vi tMrav. "!lIlY people think that 1<e Ghould ren:a1n .. small seleot 

group In Amerlo," Jevry. Ia that what most at Ud vant' 

7.- Is there an irreooncllable ole .. yage within the Reform Moye~ent -. 
vlth one wing wanting it to take on thoe8 att1tudes of msxl&al Jevlehne •• 

whlch v11l keel' 110 1n touch with tha MSBee nd thur the tuture; and 

the other wing "e.r.Ung to renrt to the 014 classical nos1tlonl 

B.- !bese questions are really not academic, becouae I haYe a 

feeling that there i8 deTeloplng a tendenoy within certain 011'01 .. to 

alll to_ vl thdrawal or retreat or revers10n. Rov. perhaps. this 1e 

only a BubJeot1ye fee11ng on ay part. Yet, I thlnk there IB & certain 

B~Ount of obJeotlve evldenoe vnlon oan be adduced to Indlcate that there 

are people who would like to tllke the !lavement backward. I think tllere 

are 80me speoHlc iteme whlcb somehcv should be Incorporated 1n the 

whole disousslon. I suggest the followlng: 

A. Wh1 baa there been oppoa1tlon to OhAnging the na<e at the 

Unlon' "hy vas there opposition •• ver&l ;years ago, toward 

moying the Unlon to Ne~ York' 

B. Wh1 Is there a reluotance to &ake a strong ll1p8ot 1 n lIev Yorkt 

Thls reluotanoe 8eem. to be man1te.ted In the war 1n whioh 

the JIB 1. belng handled. It would appear, troll l1uoh .yi

den08, that there 1s no Intent10n ot building the ~IB lnto 

& ver1 8trong springboard tor the lopmeni at- reform 1n 

the Nav York &rea. In.tead the JIB seems to be oonstantly 

belng whittled down. It 1a thl. retreat trom New York which 

• 
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bothera "'". Maybe the taot tllat finl<"l.teln maJtea 

u:n: alld TI so rr .... w:ntl,. Ie 19n1tloant, and II!B.Jbe 

1t 18n't. (S"e attaChed olipp1ngs) 

As one teen obaerYor put 1t: 

'Maybe It 18 a eecret diepensatlon ot ProTldence to take 

away what 11ttle senae the reaotlunar7 Cinoinnati outfit has left, 

and to leave the 1Jn!:ensa resouroes of ow YO%'K wry to tho more 

legit1mate and le88 mor1bund bBArers or JuclU~. 1: ",ean In plain 

Engl1 •• : 1st th 01dt1£;8 aerO%', orowd ( U' 0 tile Boarbons haTe 

learned nothing d Iorgottan nothing) 00 t aul0 e, or sink into 

an obaoure 1t1norl,t7 - o~"ye",tloJe vitt: he'.Gi;'U'l.rter8 Ie ~ 11ere In the 

southwestern part or Ohio.' 

c. Ifu7 hll8 there been no dil1&ent eftol't 'e effeotuate tlUl 

fullest ter... of the IIl'l or beA Nten the College and the 

Institute' As it stande now, the lobool. are entIrely 

du?llcatlng 1n their effort. Toe orIginal notlon ot the 

merger oontemplated a doyet 111ns at effort 80 tnat the 

aallaola would colllpl.",ent eaCh other, not C.u;>llcate eaCh 

ot!1er. 

D. lias Glueck a tar-eighted prograJI: and pb11osopjQ' tor the 

Refor", l'oQve .. ent for the nen 2 S feare? 

E. What 1& the Jt8an1ng behind t!le inoident 1n the Colllld.saion 

on ~uoat1on whlch took place before the laet ~eetlng or 

the COAR in Buffalo' Ie Dr. v.arcu.'1 poeltlon one whICh i. 
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personal or doee it reflect a larger epllere of think1l\B' 

It 8eelle to lIIe that notl11ng 1s lIore important than that ve should 

attsmpt to 1ron out tnls question. I vould like to baTe the GeAR baTe 

a full Obanoe to debate the matter and eX ress lts mandate. If lt is 

tile olear out and ove%'l4lelmlng vlsh of the lIlBjori1l't or the Conferenoe 

tllat v~ oonstantly and deliberately prooeed to take tile Heforll Kovement 

, along oertain 11nes, tllen I tbink we 8110111d do so "lth renewed Tigor. 

E1~endrath haa two the Un100 in a p10neering ana. etfeotiY. 

Il&nnlr toward tne conaWllation ot sOllIe of 11 e 14<1ala wi.lob I cons1der 

to be illportant tor the spread or hero:, Jud8.18.111. He 1& not bide-bound 

by any olalSloal retorlt traiUtlon, nor .1& be viUing on the other hand, 

to s.l1 out the esseno. ot the raforll position for the sake ot sU:'tac8 

good relationsh1p with other !ranches. ;ie 18 cowpletely tora 1n bis 

thln1dng and eltotions. yet be represent a the kind of retor., approach 

which makes 1t poaslble tor oU:' movement to embrace all or tha best 1n 

Judaism 90 that va may laglt1mataly 1 . erit the naxt generation of 

Amerioan born Jewa. 

'rhere 18 a moral a speot to th1a vh1ch disturbs me lltman.aly. I~ 

there 1. a soclological process vithin our Jewish co=n1ty wherein 

people oome to the Reform Temples as thay Increase 1n veal th end 8001al 

position, then I thlnk there is a aoral ob11gatlon upon u& to proTide 

the tullest k1nd of Jndais~ tor the people who ere coming to ns by 

choloe or by detault tro .. Or adox)'. III other vords, 1t we are to be 

the 1nheritor or the tuture, espeo1ally the AIlerloan-born generation. 

of Jews, then 1 think 1t 1& lnoumbent upon us to otter a higheat-eoEmon 

• 
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denominator kind at Judai.- ratber than A lowest-common denominator 

kind. Thil moral responsibility on tie 1s a noblea •• obllge tro", Wl110!l 

V8 cannot escape. 

Let "'. han yoll1' tbinlt1ng on this mUter. I reallJ' tee1 that it 

11 important. It you are interested, the tnlng to do 11 work out an 

lntegrAted agenda, ror a wnole day and eTening ".ating . Let .. paper 

or t~ be pre ... nted - .. panel - an open'que tion perlod - an open 

floor 4180u8810n - oull:J.nating 1n A BGrieG ot N801utions or A state

mellt ot prinoiple ( A la lBS5 and 19'1) to eBte.bl1en tbe present 

p08itlon and tuture intentlons or the meYe nt. 

eno. - 2 

RAF/n 

Aa ever. 

Il&bbi Herbert A. Frl. edman 
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.5U!J!:CfI Poal tion ot llatOl'll )(on.ent 

UGG1!:snO: llhou .. 10n ot thI. topia to be aired 1n tun ,,10 nut 
.aUlna ot CClR 10 June, 195', 

DeAl' Barns71 ~ 1M- ~~,. ...... "':\'l'::_ ~ .... ~ It.4 Il. ~ U'i-
..... t t> ..... ~ ~ ~ ~ .vi "'" ~ •. <k t"'" For .0110 UII' _. tlan7 or lUI ban been bothered lIT 'llU'10u. '"tid. 

and 4eft10paanh v1U11D ~ ~0l'II 1In._fl. llaeft M. been 11tna 

oppol'tun1C7 to br1JlC \be .... 1tIft tel ~ UP' ot paW. 41.ou .. 1oo, 

and I ",,1114 l1ka to aUa " ..sadion ~, 7ot1t &I ~ Cba1l'II&I1 tor 

\be next .. e10111& ot 1aIe 00AIl ... u ... tel 11 .... ,,' 1 .... _ 4a7 to _, 

h. attel' all, one ot the mo8t apoJ'tant th1n&. 118 oan .pea4 ti.,a talkl ng 

.. bout I _17, the .tat. of the Jlet.,..., iIOYe_', 

Let .a a4a1t, "t the beS1JiJI1IW, 

one 10 vb10h there &l'I JPJl7 01'0" olll'Mnt. aA4 IU'II" of oontuelon. I 

han .at .0 •• ot ItT own t •• l111&8 4cnm on PfoPIl'. 10 '01'411' thet 7011 II18ht 

be abl. to ... ao1'8 .p.o1t1\111l1, the 'nl ot tb1nl I &II 4l'1T1ng ,,10. If 

th1a happana to oonr01'll 1n alIT .., With alIT or 70111' th1nk1ng, then I 

auggeat that 70U and I, plu &nJb041 all11 1ntlre.t84, "1Ft IU"t'OIDgI to 

SIt toglthal' tal' " 80M elaborata ooapoaiUon ot an agen4a. 

lUI -SIIoagh I know \be Sol 

I llbe 

rol' lIut .lUll. to ~ rol'tb-

10 81n4, 1 vant to 

Sn th1. 1dea onto JOur 4eelt 0&1'17. 

/IJ thInk' ns l'UIII somevbat .. tollowal 
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1.- tha IBanal UU. tor a 41eou .. 1011 .. , ~ CCAR oould 1"UIl 

eo .. th1ag llke tl:l181 

A. VIlA? IS THJ: tutlJlU: OF THJ: Bl!:P'OIUI IIOVDlElln 

or 

or 

C. VIlA! IS tIlE !R&IIl) OF !BE ....... IUI· JlOVElWl'1'7 

2.- thare .ru»Q].4 1Mo .. bzo1ot h1e'oriaa1 QMI'1pUOII ot tbe ""'11:111 

the I1Ov ... nt tro. the tao ot the l'1,tebtc~ plattOI'll or 1885 to the 

Columboa plat1'o", ot 1m. 
).- tha 11084 tor eo .. _ nat_lit _. 

A. !bo..-ante 01' the paot tln_ ,.uoe baq bean opoohal. 

'1'he •• :r ...... nOOllp&8a84 the <ledruoUon 01' Europ.an Jettr'T 

anA the •• t&1)l1 ..... nt 01' I_e].. 

4.- '1'he RetOr'lli 1Io' ..... l1t dur1ag the .. fifteen 7 .... & baa 1)o.n propelled 

In'o .. 1 • ..u1l8 polltion 111 AIIerloa. It th1. 18 true, then the RetoN 

IIovoII&n' ebould ra-evalll&'. Ihe1t. ~.N~. U golag' ~. eboul4 it 

al to 10' I. 1t on the rllht path' 

S.- .In "7 JII4& ••• nt we ban 1IIIId. oar .tanlll11 .uooa.... In r_nt 

:rear. 1)7 rea1).orl>1118 the esoUoll&1 ...... lIth ot ritual aDd oaZOUOII7 (a. 

v1~ ... ,he 4.taU. expounde4 111 Be~'a report), 1)7 re-ldanUt;r1ag 

X wi th tbe total J .vbh people, b:r auppOrtlll8 hrae1, 1);r r.'&1111118 our 

prophatio orientation 1Iovarde .0oW Ju.tlM, 1);r 0011111nll1118 OlD' i.nt.U.otual 

.aanolpaUon tro .. tha aead hand of the pa.t. I think th .. a tl va f .. otoro 

are 1'8aponalbla tor the phanomenal growth ot the aovaunt. 

6.- Do we vant to b<:' th'!l ..... 1IO .... ant ot Amari oan JUIlalam' It ao, 

va oontinua aloll8 tile J)'r'alant path. It not, we reTe" or Ntreat or 

vi th4ftv. Man:r paople think that va should rella1n .. pmall ealaot I1'OtIP 
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111 lIa.l'laan Jevr1. 1. ,Ilat vllat ...,.t ot ... want! 

7.- Ie there an irreooncilable oleaTase within the &IIt01'll 1Io,.. .. n1O -

with cne wlng wanting it to take on tho.e attitud •• ot _xl"e] Jev1ehn ••• 

vh1ch wUl keep it 111 touch with the _ •••• and thll. the rut""; and the 

other v1ng wanting to revert to the ole!. ola.deal pod Uon' 

8.- '!!lea. Clue.tion8 are rea1lJ not .&0&4elll1o, beoeaa8 1 ha,.. a t •• l1ng 

that theN 1& developing a tendeno1 v1 thin certa1D clr01 •• to alII tDVlll:'d 

vi tl'.drawal. or retloe&t OJ' "Yerdon. v, perhapa, ~. 18 only a .u))Jec-

Uve teel1Dg on 1!11 put. x.t, I th10lc thue 18 a oerta1D IJIOWlt ot 

obJoctive evidence Vb.1ch oall be li44u0a4 to 1DU"",te the, there are people who 

YOuld 11k.a to talta the JIoTe .. nt 'bacIIt1ras'4. 1 10M nk ~ are .0_ apeolt1o 

items vhl.ch aolt8bov ahoulll be incorporat.d In the whole <l18ou .. lon. I 

auggost tha tollOV1ng: 

A. \IhJ baa there been Ollpoa1t1on to chBI1g1ng the name ot the 

I1n10nt VbJ va. 1;here oppeal t101l •• ,..l'al 1eara ago, towar4 

mov1ng the Onlon to lIev York' 

So" 1Ih1 1& there .. rellllltuae to make a strong 1IIpao1O 1n 11ft York? 

!hh reluctanoe ...... to be IIaIl1t •• tec!. In the va7 1n which 

the JIa h being he"") ad. Ii vould app.ar. h'Oe .UGh 

eTidence. thet there h no lnunt10n ot bu!ld1nS the J1R lnto 

a Tery .trang .pringbOard tor tlI8 development ot retol'lll 1n 

the Hew York ....... Instead the JIR •• 81118 to be eon,tantl, 

-fO....... fV*w Yo-dc.' 

.~ 110 h •• '01'1110 4!epeneat1on ot Pl'OTl4enoe to take a.., 

wmt l1tt18 aenae the re.otion&l'1 C1no1l111&t1 outfit hl.a lett, I.nd to leave 

the 1I!men •• reaouroe8 ot New York JfIWl'T to ~ more legU1.JIoate and leaa 



moribund bearers or JUd&1IIl. I lIean 1n pla1n .English: let the 014t1ll8 

Rato ... 0l'0Vd (who l.1ks the Bowbona ban l.earned nothing and torgotten 

notb1ng) comlt "uloide, 01' link lnto an obscure l!inor1t7 - oonventiole 

.1 th hsa4quarter. 80ll8vhere in the aouthw'starn part ot Ohio.· 

lWlclt on Ud.. Bub t. 1'he 

s11' deeer1ptlon 

the taat tb&t 71nkelateln aat •• 

LIn: and !XU 10 tftlluantl;r 18 I1sn1rloant. and IO&)"ba 1t 1an t t. (llee 

.ttached Ol1PP1ngf~ 
c. Wll7 baa theN been 110 d11igent .rrort to ette.tuats the 

rullest terll. or the ... rgU" betweBn the ODUese and the 

InsUtute1 Aa 1t .tandl now, the 8.hoola U'8 enUre17 

i. 
18 personal or doe. 1t rerleot a l.arger .phoN Dr th1nk1ng1 

l1hat .1- the attUude or tile fI8;m, "IIo"eunt, and e amrtnk 

tr,tlon at Cincinnat1, toward ~ Amerloan~~011 tor 

udahll' WbJ ahould le .... ral Counoil 

have been brought lIRclt on the So'&I'C!,,<CI 

to th8 " 

Laurul lIAI 

annual .. ~ 6t the Counc 

that the t1nanc1al future the Rat01'll MoveNot 
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It •• ellla to .. that nothing 18 IlION iltpOrtant thlUl that should 

attea:pt to iron out tM, <lUllatlon. I would 11ke to hava the caAA have .. 

full. chance to debate the Datter and e%Prela ita IWldate. If It 18 tha 

olear out anel. overvllalJUng wlab of tM _Jorlt:r Of ~h. canr8l'8JlC8 that 

I Y8 con.tantlr and dsllbe'l'ately pl'ooee4 to tilt , Jtef9l'll Monlllnt along 

oertain 11nos. then 1 th1nk v, should do fP v1 th nlUl1l84 vigOr> 

illlendrath taksn t e UnIon In a 100 .. r1ng and eft.ctive lIAlUIer 

toward the consumatlon of .011. or the lllaall oil oona1der to be 

IltpOrtant tor the apread or RafOl'll! JG4A1811. lie:., not Mde-boun4 b:r &ft;:r 

classlcal ret'ol"C tra41tlon. no.r 18 he vllllng On the other haD4. to sell out 

tha .. ,enoe ot the reform »opUon ta:- tne am or aurrace good relAtion

shlp v1 th other bN...,allea. Be 18 collplete17 Ntcrm in Me Wilking and 

ell'ctlona. 7et he ropreaenlla the It1nd at ratON approach whloh IlAse it 

"ou1ble for our ..."e.8nt to t!n:b1'aC8 all or the lIett 1n JadA1p 80 that 

ve _, laglU_ta1r 1nher1t the nut gepera'1on or Aur10an bOrn .leva. 

'!b .... 18 a l!OI'al aepeot to th1e vh10h 41.tUJ'lI. lie IlU1l8naaly. It 

there 18 .. socIologIcal prooell v1 thin OUl' J8v111h oo ... "II1:y wherein 

people oollle to the :Retor. "leJaPlaa aa thaT 1n ........ e in vaalth and social 

positlon. then I thillk there 1e a IIOral ob11gaUon upon U8 to prOTide 

the tullest kind or J114a.1p ror the people WhO are COiling to us bJ choice 

or bJ' detault tro .. OrthelloXl'. In other ""rd •• 1t ve are to be the 

1nherltor of the tu1:ure. espeolallT the Anrerioan-born generationa of Jewe. 

then I th11lk it 1a incumbent upon \.\a .0 otter a hlgheet-<)o on denOminator 

Unll ot JIldalIIll rathsl' than a l."...t-ool:ll'On-denomlnator kind. 'lhh IIIOral 
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117 olaas STIlBBT 

RKhts'" J. N. Y. 

September 9, 1952 

Rabbi lierbert Friedman 
2419 East Kenwood Blvd. 
MilIwaukae il, Wisconsin 

Dear Herb 

There really isnlt much to add to what I have already said 
in person. Don't let IIIiY reaction keep you from doing what you 
think ought to a dona. Parhaps you ought to mata ati.owances 
for II\Y own reluctance to get involved. in a long drawnout Iil8ssy 
fight, and assume perhaps that 1 may even b e rationalizing this 
reluctance. 

~, you ask for ~ reaction,80 here it Is. I doubt ver,y 
much that this approach will accomplish IllUch 1i' anything. In the 
first place you will be putting the matter in the hands of tva 
men who are definitely not on your aide. The one, aa you yourself 
told me is clearly uMar obligations to those against whom you are 
directing the attack. The other laaks the guts and the will (unlike 
the British, he 'WOn 't forget Baltour) for a real. fight. If you succeed 
in getting thia inte tho progl'all it will probably be handled by 
them in web a w y as not to accomplish what you want, but perhaps the 
opposite • 

.Also, we must bot be unrealistic about what theat sym. plsia achieve. --r ..... ~resul.ta mora often than not are Debul.ous. In this case, it 1s 
likely s1Jnply to prevent or at best deter plsitive action. 

tH-
Wew.ve .. I have said before,I don't think much canmal1.y get 

accomplished. short of a knock dOVIl and drageut fight. This will 
require organization, leadership and d<:lfinita ccmm1ttment of 
support ft-om the man whom you praise in your memorandum. I think 
the fight is worth making but I person.&.ily don't want t o lp8dd the 
next few years doing what leadership in it 'WOuld involve for me. 
I am r eady to get intp it but at tlis point, not assume responsibility. 

The above 1s just about what I've said to you before. From were 
you sit certainly~el free to disregard it, and count on my standing 
by you if you go ahead. 

I haven't heard from Fink since Ike's death but assume the 
Executive Board will meet in HeJJ York on the 28th as fo~ 
planned. When will. you be coming to New York and for how long? 

Love to the fam:1.ly and everything good for ~ew Year. 

J.se~ 



Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendralb., P~ESIDENT 
838 FIFTH AVENUE· NEW yORK 2/, N. Yo. RegMt 7· 8200 September 19. 1952 

Rabbi !!erbert A. Friedman 
'l'emp1e limaml-Elll'ne Jesburtm 
lIilmwkee 11, \'lise. 

llee<- Herb: 

I bave now read very care:!'nl.l3 ;your m"""randDm to llriclmer. 
I do believe that it contained the essence of what ree.ll,y does 
require soma frank thinking arui mutual searching of heart •. In 
your paragraph "5" on page 2, in listing tbe gains .. e bave re
centq msde you. aq "by raW ni'¥l 01Ir prophetiC oriSlltati<n 
towards .ocial justice. II I am beginning to qusstion this par
ticular statemSllt which most of us take for ganted, arui I 
would prefer seeing this placed. as one of the problem. to be 
raised ratber tbaIl as one of tha ga.1ns over which to rejoice. 

Several recent e>periences bave convinced me that We are slip
ping bad4' in this particular realm. ilhi1e I would not go as 
fez: as Freehof did, in _sting tbat csrenxmlaU ... bas supplanted 
social justice, dDring om' confarence ; Devertbaless, I am appr ... 
bensive lest"" are leaning in this direction. You know me well 
eIlOQgb to realize tnat I do no" place ce"""",'811.., arui social 
justice as two mutual opposities. '!bare is DO r""""" wIlY We 
cennot EDbrace both, but I do feel that this lal-ger aspect of 
our movement needs furtoer e>ploration in addition to tbe speci
fics that lOu have mentioned. 

I understand that lIelson liSs appointed a COIII.01 ttee to go into the 
matt er of tbe J . l .1l"arui that tbere are at least five r~sSllt&
tives of tha J . l.R. OIl it. r do hope that this includes your
seli; altbougji ha has not as yet indicated to ... the precise 
perl tion oJ: tile C~ ttee. 

I am most eoger to learn of BriCkner's response. D> keep me in
fomed. 

With fandsst New Year ' . greetings to you,E1aine and the children 
from Bosa and myself. I am as ever I 

Most fal tnfIlll,y. 

/ftlfUtrlrl<-t 
ilaurice N. Eisendrath 

MN!::NW 
/l ew 
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