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MEKO TO RABBI BARNETT BRICKNER

SBUBJECT: Pogition of Reform Hovement
BUGGESTION: Digcussion of this topiec to be aired in full at next
meeting of CCAR in June, 1953.

Dear Barney:
For gome time now, many of us have been bothered by various trends

and developments within the Reform Movement. There has been little
opportunity to bring these matters to the 1ight of public discussion,
and I would like to make a suggestion that you, as Prograr Chalrman for
the next meeting of the CCAR, arrange to give at least one day to what
ig, after all, one of the most important mnga we can spend time talking
about: namely, the gtate of the Reforz Movement.

Let me admit, at the beginning, that thisg is an enormous topig, and
one in which there are many crogs currents and areas of oonfusion. I
have set some of my own feelings down on paper, in order that you might
be able to see more specifically the type of thing I am driving at. If
this happens to conform in any way uth any of your thinking, then I
suggest that you and I, plus anybody else interegted, might arrange to
get together for a more elaborate composgition of an agenda.

I am sending this to you now, even though I know the Holliday time
is the bugiest time for all of us, because I presume that you will be
presenting a suggested draft of the program for next June to the forth-
coming Executive Board meeting in Ogtober. At least, I am informed that
thig has been the procedure in the past. ¥With that in mind, I want to
get thig idea onto your desgk early. |

Ny thinking ms gomewhat as follows:



1.~ The general title for a disoussion at the CCAR could run
something like this:
A. WHA? IS THE FUTURE OF THE REFORM MOVEMENT?
or
B. WHAT SHOULD BE THE FUTURE OF THE REFORK NOVEKENT?
or
Ce WHAT IS THE TREND ormmnu uovntmr

2.~ There Mht mummﬂ deseript i. f « the swimgin
the movement from ﬁ- Wu nr mutnhnm'mn -t';was to the
Colusbus platform of 1937.. ‘ g |

3.= The nnam some m m m.

A. The cmu of mm mmm Been epochal.
These rural cllblpund the mMon of Luropean Jewry
and the l'tmuncnt of Ill'ld

k.- The Reform Movesment dnﬂu m rs,hun years has been propelled
into a leading position in America. kmo is true; then the Reform
Kovement should re-evaluate itself. ihm 1s 1t going? Whers should it
alm to go? 1Ig Monthorithtpuﬁ'!-

5. In ny :mt we have Ml our l‘hﬂlm successes in recent
mwmm tho .-oum warsth of ritual m cerexony (ae
witness the detalls upom-l in Bersan's report), by re-identifying
with the total Jewish people, by supporting Israsl, by retaining ouwr
prophetic orientation towards soclsl Justice, by continuing our intellectual
emancipation from the dead hand of the past, I think thege five faotors
are regponsible for the phenomenal growth of the movement.

6.~ Do we want to by the mass movement of Ameriecan Judalem? If so,
we continue along the present path. If not, we revert or retreat or
withdraw. Many people think that we should remain a small spelect group







moribund bearers of Judaiss. I mean in plain English: let the cldtime
Reform orowd (who like the Bourbons have learnsd nothing and forgotten
nothing) commit suleide, or sink into an ob-m minority - eonventicle
with hudquu-hrs somewhere in the scntmitom part of" mo.

Nany ummuuon- have been ud.o to Glueck on this subject. The
various people who. 1od these dcputa.ttm nould orrn- 184 dcampsiou
of the oonnmtiﬂtm nm Haybe IM“ ha Finkelstein makes
LIFE and TINE so mm .h llllﬂtm lﬂﬂ .
attached olipping,) _ TR

C. ¥ay has there been mo diligent.
fullest Seras-of the merger m thie Goldege and. the
Ingtitute? ' 1n1t*ww. ﬂi sehools are ontmlr
duplicating in their m h. original notion of the
merger oonuﬂ.nu a MM‘ of effort so that the
schools would u-pnm m‘m:. m duplicate each
other. 3 : '

D. What 1g the meAning béhind the inoident in the Comsission
on Edugation which took place before the last meeting of
the COAR in Buffalo? 'Is Dr. Nareus's position one whieh
is personal or does it reflect a larger sphere of thinking?

E. What is the attitude of the Reform Movement, and the adminip-
tration at Cineinnatl, toward the American Council for
Judalgn? Why should several Council members or sympathizers
have been brought back on the Hoard of Governors? iny
should Glueck have sent such hearty and gratuitous greetings
to the recent annual meeting of the Council? Why should |
Lazarus say that the financial future of the Reform Movement




is in the hands of the American Council, for they are the
only ones who will support it? What does all of this
Andieate? Or igs it simply a series of unconneoted events?
It seemg to me that nothing i1s more isportant than that we should
attempt to iron out this question. I would like to have the COAR have a
full chance to m:uc the magter aatmnn its mandate.. ir 1t 1s the
clear out and over _' ) >
ve oonstantly and mhnp-frm ﬁ- iaﬁ ﬁm m Movexent nlnng
certain lines, m&'x think we should do- numa renewed 1
Eisendrath m #&q tae m&n’* oring
mm oonn-mn mummmz Mr to be
important for the spread of m Wd. 'ptmmt hide-bound by sny
claasieal refors trnutiau. m 15 he ﬂlnt.-an \‘lh. other hand, to sell out
the essence of the reform Mtin 1’* ‘the n.hp ‘of surface good relation-
ship with other branghes. He lrmﬂmnMu thinking and
erotions, yet he nmnﬁl the kind br reform -pmm vhich makes 1t
pogsible for our movement to embraoce ﬂ,ﬁ,.qr the best in Judaien co that
ve may legitimately inherit the m.mﬁu of Aserioan bern Jews.
There is a morsl aspeet to this Ibluh disturbs me hnn'nil_.r. N ¢ <
there 1s a sooiological process within owr Jewish gomsunity wherein
people come to the Reform Temples as they inecrease in wealth and soeial
position, then I think there is a moral obligation upon us to mm.
the fullest kind of Main for the people who are ocoming to us by choloe
orhwa-r-nltmo:-mn In other words, s.rnmubo the
inheritor of the future, unoohllr the Ammn-bom marat!.onn of Jaws,
then I think it is inoumbent upon us to offer a highest-common denominator
kind of Judalem rather than a lowest-common-denominator kind. This moral










sopething like this:
A. WHAT I8 THE FUTURE OF THE REFORM MOVEMENT?
or
B. WHAT SHOULD BE THE FUTURE OF THE REFORN MOVEMENT?
or
C. WHAT IS THE TREND OF THE REFORM novmg*i
b2

2.- There should bs a brief historical desoription of the swing
in the movement from the timo of the Pittsburgh platform of 1885 to
the Colusbus platform of 1937.

3.~ The need for some new statepent now.
A. The events of the past fifteen ysars have bsen epochal.
These years encorpassed the destruction of European Jewry -
and the establishment of Iarael.

L]

4.- The Reform Movement during these fifteen years has been pro-
pelled into a leading position in America. If this is true, then the
Reform Movement should re-evaluate itself, Where i1s it going? Where
should it aim to go? Is it on the right path?

S.= In ny Judgment we have made our startling nuoauu'l in recent
years by reabsorbding the emotional warsmth of ritual and ceremony (as
4yvitness the details expounded in Berman's report), by re-identifying
with the total Jewish people, by supporting Israel, by retaining m
prophetic orientation towards socisl justice, by continuing our intel-
lectual emancipation from the dead hand of the pasgt. I, think these
fTive factors are responsible for ths phenomenil growth of the movement.



6.~ Do we want to be the mass movement of American Judaism? If
80, we continue along the present path. If not, we revert or retreat
or withdraw. Many people think that we should remain a small select
group in Aperican Jewry. Is that what most of us want?

7.-= Is there an irreconcilable cleavage within the Reform Movement -
with one wing wanting 1't to take on those attitudes of maximal Jewishness
which will keep it in touch with the masses and thur the future; and
the other wing wanting to revert to the tilll. elassical position?

8.~ These questions are really not academic, because I have a
feeling that there 1s developing & tendency within oertain circles to
alm toward withdrawal or retreat or reveraion.  Now, perhaps, this is
only & subjective feeling on my pars. ¥Xet, I think there is a certaln
apount of objeotive evidence whioh can be adduced to indicate that there
are people who would like tc take the Movement backward. I think thers
are some specifioc items which somehow should be incorporated in the
whole discussion. I suggest the following: '

A. Why has there been oppesition te changing the name of the
Union? "hy was there opposition several yesars ago, toward
moving the Union to New York?

B. Why is there a reluctance to make a strong ippect in New York?
This reluctance seems to be manifested in the way in whioh
the JIR 18 being handled. It would appear, from puch evi-
dence, that there is no intention of building the JIR into
a very strong springboard for the d*lopunt of reform in
the New York area. Instead the JIR seems to be constantly
being whittled down. It is this retreat from New York which



bothers me. HMaybe the fact that Finkelstein makes
LIFE and TIMZ so frequently i1s significant, and maybde
it 1sn't. (Bee attached olippings)

As one keen observor put it:

“Maybe it 1s a secret dlispensation of Providence to take
away what little sense the reactionary Qinunmti outrig has left,
and to leave the immense resources of New York Jewry to the more b
legitinate and le@s moribund bearers of Judalisn. 'I mean in plain
English: let tha oldtime Refors orovd (who 1ike the Bourbons have
learned mothing and fergotien nothing) comsit sulelde, or sink into
an cbsoure minority - conventicla with headguarters sorevhere in the
southwestern part of Ohio.* ' : |

C. Vhy hac there bsen no diligent effort tc effectuate the
Tallest terss of the marger batwean the College and the
Institute? Ae it stande now, the uhboh are entirely
dupnuuﬁ 4n thelir q:;’tort; The original notion of the
merger oontemplated & dovetadling of effort so that the
schools would complement each other, not duplicate each

othar.

D. Has Glueck a far-sighted progras and philoscphy for the
Reforn Movement for the next 25 years?

E. ¥hat 1s the meaning dehind the incident in the Commission
on Education which took place before the last meeting of
the CCOAR in Buffalo? Ie Dr. Marcus's position one which is

g |

1



perscnal or does it refleot a larger sphere of thinking?

It seems to me that nothing is more important than that we should
attempt to iron out this guestion. I would like to have the OCAR have
a full chance to debate the matter and express its mandate. If 1t is
the oclear cut and overwhelming wish of the majority of the Conference
that we constantly and deliberately proceed to take the Reform Novement
along certain lines, then I think we should do 8o with renewed vigor.

Eisendrath has taken the Union in a ﬂm“ and effective
panner toward the oconsumation of some of the ideals wihich I conslder
to be important for the spread of heforsm Judalss. He is not hide-bound
by any olassical reform t::mut!.on, nor is he willing on the other hand,
to sell out the essence of the reform positiofl for the sske of surface
good relationship with other branches. He 48 completely ’rm in his
thinking and emotions, yet he Prepresents the kind of reform approach
which makes it possible for our movement to embrace all of the best in
Judaism so that we may leglticagtely imhierit the next generation of
Ameriocan born Jews.

There 1s & moral aspsct to this which disturds me immensely. If
there is a socliological process within our Jewish comzunity wherein
people come to the Reform Temples as they increase in wealth and social
position, then I think there is a moral obligation upon us to provide
the fullest kind of Judaism for the people who are coming to us by
cholce or by default from Orfhodoxy. In other words, if we are to be
the inheritor of the future, especially the American-born generations
of Jews, then I think 1t is inocumbent upon us to offer a highest-common

..









l.~ The general title for a digoussion at the CCAR gould run
 something like thig:
A. NWHAT IS THE FUTURE OF THE REFORM ROVEMENT?
or
B. WHAT SEQULD BE THE FUTURE OF THE REFORM MOVEMENT?
or
G wzammmormwmmm

Columbug platfors 0#‘ lm. -y ;
3= The no-am n-v new an-m m _
W mmurmmuhmmmm-m
These years mo& tho u:ﬁuﬂu of European Jewry
and the utﬂiudlnnt of Imd-
4.~ The Reform Hovement du-u.m nﬂnn years has been propelled
into & leading position in Ameriea If SHis is trué, then the Refors
Novesent should re-svaluate itsslf. Where is it going? ‘here should it
als to go? Ig it on the right path? v v
S-In-rjﬂnmtuhlnﬁdom nhﬂlhl sucocesses in recent
years by reabsorbing the emotional warmth of ritual and ceremony (as
witness the detalls expounded in Bersan's report), by re-identifying
. with the total Jewlsh people, by supporting Israel, by retaining owr
prophetic orientation towards social jJustice, by continuing an'intdheml
emancipation from the dead hand of the past. I think these five fastors
mnnnbﬂbhmmmlmarth-mmt,
Gam Do we want to be the mass movement crmn-u:mm If so,
we continue along the present path. If not, we revert or retreat or
withdraw., Many people think that we should rerain a -n select group



An Aperican Jewry. Ig that what most of ug went?

7.= Is there an irreconcilable cleavage within the Reform Movement -
with one wing wanting it to take on those attitudes of maximal Jewighness
vhioh will keep it in touch with the passes and thus the future; and the
other wing wanting to revert to the old olauionl position?

B~ Thesge qmﬁm are really not Luduh. mam I_ un a feeling
that there is developing a tanmutﬂhmmu aln toward
withdrawal or mms-aﬁ-‘ s ven tgwmw;p only a subjec-
tive fesling on oy part. ¥st, I think ﬂhn u & gertain amount of
objective nidomm mh ﬂdnﬂ*ﬁ Mm ﬁi!\ilhm are people who
would 1like :otmmiamw Iua.ni" ore are some gpecific
itemg which somehow should be mox-pauua in the m:to dissussion. I
suggest the following:

A, mmmmwpﬂutmu changing the name of the
Uniont mmtmdﬁo-immmrmm. tovard
woving the Union to lw'!’ork?

B wnmnmmnMn-mmulumk?
This reluctance spexs to. b4 panifested in the way in which

_’-

" the JIA is being nandled. T would appear, from much
= ,d#t' " evidence, that there 1s no intention of building the JIR into
[L{t Um\ & very strong springboard for the development of reform in
"(H ‘. the New York area. Ingtead the JIR seems to be constantly |
3 &4':,,; O being whittled down. - is This refreat  Fom New Yorkic
s SRR T e )

"Maybe 1t 15 a secret dispensation of Providence to take away
what 1ittle sense the reactionary Cincinnati outfit has left, and to leave
the immense resources of New York Jewry to the more legitimate and loss



moridbund bearers of Judalgm. I mean in plain Engligh: let the oldtime
Reform crowd (who like the Bourbona have learned nothing and forgotten
nothing) commit suicide, or sink into an obscure minority - conventicle
with headquarters somewhere in the southwestern part of Ohio."*

W P _ Maybe m rgi_un mmn pakes
LIFE and TIME 80 mxy h m.ﬂ.mt. m m 13.*‘ lm't. (See
attached olippings) :

c. mmm haudmmm ioa'rocmum

munumormmﬁh-unﬁnmmmm

Institute? Aa it th nmrg the sehools are entirely

duplicating in their eff 4he original notion of the
6&4‘3"7 mm@ﬂs&nmormnmm
"/ ﬁ?k schools would complemernt mmm-. not duplicate each

‘ =
¢ : | Dl “’l-s 6"‘“(“ a 'F‘-I"'lt!khj fl’""‘bn- k"‘ ﬁﬂ- I?t‘&“ mMNJ hf‘/:::':
;‘6‘7@} gmzz-mmmmhgmmumtmmmm

er:\( ., on Edueation whigh toox plan! ‘before the last meeting of
Bf™a.. . J the COAR in Buffalo? 'Is Dr. Marcus's position one which

'(" e hesly ig pergonal or does it reflect & larger gphere of thinking?




It geems to me that nothing is more important than that we should
atterpt to iron out this question. I would like to have the CCAR have a
full chance to debate the patter and, iqron 1t sandate. ir 1% 1s the
olmonMovmﬂﬂﬁtm ".f, '

| e sonstantly and W ate to t
[Iou-mn lines, m}Wm m&

important for the gpread vrqrm Jn{nulr ‘!liq‘?ut nm-mm by any
elagsiecal reform tradition, nor 1a he pﬁ’h"n}o other hand, to sell out
the essence of the reform position. :@’k salp of surface good relation-
ship with other branehes. He is my,n;;nm in his thinking and
amotions, yet he represents thc kind of reform npm which makes it
possible for our movement to umﬁ4r ﬂ:prbut in Judaige g0 that
we may legitimately inherit the next sem:m of Amerigan born Jews.
) mmnammup.onommionunmnmu. 1r
~ there is a soclological process within owr Jewish compunity wherein
 people come to the Reform Temples as they increase in wsalth and social
pogition, then I think there is a moral obligation upon us to provide
the fullest kind of Judaism for the people ¥ho are coming to us by cholce
or by default from Orthodoxy. In other words, if we are to be the
Anheritor of the future, especially the American-born generations of Jews,
then I think 1t 1 incumbent upon us to pffer a highest-conson demominator
kind of Judalsm rather than a lowest-corpon-denominator kind. This moral






Femle Bty Fpdesh

117 GIBBES STREET

Rochester 5, N. Y.

THE RABBI'S STUDY
Syptember 9, 1952

Rabbi Herbert Friedman
2419 East Kenwood Blvd,.
Midwaukee 11, Wisconsin

Dear Herb

There really isn't much to add to what I have already said
in person, Don't let my reaction keep you from doing what you
think ought to bLe done. Perhaps you ought to make a.lowances
for my own reluctance to get involved in a long drawnout messy
fight, and assume perhaps that I may evenbe rationalizing this
reluctance.

Anyway, you ask for my reaction,so here it is. I doubt very
much that this approach will accomplish much if anything, In the
first place you will be putting the matter in the hands of two
men who are definitely not on your sides The one, as you yomrself
told me is clearly under obligations to those against whom you are
directing the attack, The other lacks the guts and the will (unlike
the British, he won't forget Balfour) for a real fight, If you succeed
in getting this into the program it will probably be handled by
them in such a w:y as not to accomplish what youwant, but perhaps the
opposite,

Also, we must bot be unrealistic about what thess sym posia achieve,
Tha Steresults more often than not are mebulous, In this case, it is
likely simply to prevent or at best defer positive action.

#ewevar, I have said before,I don't think much canmally get
accomplished short of a knock down and drageut fight., This will
require organization, leadership and dofinite committment of
support from the man whom you praise in your memorandum, I think
the fight is worth making but I personally don't want to gpesid the
next few years doing what leadership in it would involve for me,

I amready to get intp it but at fiis point, not assume responsibility.

The above is just about what I've said to you before, From where
you sit certainlyfdel free to disregard it, and count on my standing
by you if you go ahead.

I haven't heard from Fink since Ike's death but assume the
Executive Board will meet in New York on the 28th as formelly
planned, When will you be coming to New York and for how long?

Love to the family and everything good for aw Iear,
As r



Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath, eresioenr
838 FIFTH AVENUE - NEW YORK 21 N.Y. - Regent 7-8200  September 19, 1952

Rabbi Herbert A, Friedman
Temple Emenu-El B'ne Jesimrun
m.hm 11' 'iaco

Dear Herb!

I have now read very carefully your memorandum to Brickmer,
Idobelimt.ha.t %t contained the essence of what really does
requiremfrankthinkingandmmlamchingofhmta.ln
yourp&rsgraph"ﬁ"onpagez in listing the gains we have re-
cently made you say twmﬁiﬂngmpr@oticwimtatim

towards soeial justice." Ianboginning to question this par-
ticular statement which most of us take for granted, and I

would prefer seeing this placed as one ﬁfth- to be

Imdnrsmdmnelmhasqpomtedamumtogoinmthe
matter of the J,I,R, ,and thai tnere are at lsast five representa-
tives of the J.I,R. on it. I do hope that this includes your-
self; although he has not as yet indicated to me the precise
position of the Committee.

I am most eager to learn of Brickmer's response., Do keep me in-
formed,

With fondest New Year'g greetings to you,Elaine and the children
from Rosa and myself, I am as ever,

Most faithfully,

OZ( auntrcl

Maurice N, Eisendrath
N/

MNE :NW
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