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2..111 II: A ST K II: N WOOD .OU L II:V ARD . 

,..,LWAU ,U; II: II . WI SCO NSIN S TU D Y 01" 

8 }iay. 1953 

Dear Friend: 

At the forthcoming meeting of the C.C.A.R. at Estes 
Park, there \,lill be a symposium and d.1scussion on the 
subject 'The State of the Reform Movement - Its Philo­
sophy and Institutions". A whole evening will be 
devoted to this fundamentally important question. 

The Institutions 
and Eisendrath. 
be discussed. 

will be dealt >11th by Rabbis Glueck 
The merger plan of the HUC-JIR w111 

The Philosophy will be subdivided into thrse sections -
"Reoent History·, nCurrent Trends., and "Goals of the 
Reform J.iovement'. Rabbi Br1ckner has done Jr.e the honor 
of inviting me to speak on the Goals. 

I have my Ol m views on this vital theme, but would like 
to know the opinions of the members of our Conferenoe. 
Your counsel and advice would enable me to prepare my 
paper more thoroughly. I would appreciate hear1ng from 
you, briefly or at length, on all or any of the follotting 
questions, "hlch are formulated simply for the sake of 
convenience. This is not a poll, involv1ng the calou­
lation of percentages, but a simple effort to take a 
sampling of opinion on a complex ideologloal and practlcal 
question. 

1. Do you believe that there are two kinds of Reform 
Juda1em in America today - one representing the 
class1cal pattern and the other representing the 
broader ap~roach discussed at the reoent meeting 
of the UAHC? 

2. If you think the Reform ' .ovement is shcming two 
different lines of evolutionary development, do you 
think theee cleavages are bridgeable or not? 

3. Do you fe el that the Reform Movement ehould continue 
its present trends to,.,.ard. a) inoreased ceremonialism; 
b ) intensified education; cl sympathetic conCern 
with the State of Israel; d identification with the 
totality of the Jewish people? 



4-. Or do you feel that R~ror .. can best serve its own 
genius by re .. ain1ng constant to its earlier pro­
nouncements and foroulatlons? 

5. Should the goals of the Refor~ Movement be such as 
to preserve the classical pattern - or should our 
gcals be so broadened within the scope of the new 
trends as to ~rovlde place under the Reform roof 
for the myriads of JetTs. unaffiliated and drifting, 
l'lhose Jewish future may be in our hands? 

6. Do you think it ~ay be assumed that a much stronger 
school in Nelf York than has ourrently been ordered 
by the Board of Governors would help us to achieve 
the winning of the unaffiliated in the world's 
greatest center of JewiBh life and population? 

7. The question of the implementation of the merger 
plan of our schools is very relevant to ths whole 
question of goals of the Reform Movement. Are we 
satisfied with the merger plan as presented to us 
in the recently distributed mimeographed outlins? 
Will the broadest goals be served by this plan? Is 
there a better method of exploiting the value of 
possessing a school wi th two branches in two sep­
arate cities? 

I realize that these are all large and provocative 
questions. I know that everyone is busy at this season 
of the year with Confirmation, Graduation, etc. But I 
would appreciate any Bort of answer, short or lengthy, 
which you feel disposed to formulate. 

',11 th many thanks I am 

Sincerely yours, 

~~;t A - (-w~ 
Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 

HAF/ms 



Temple 1.,.".1 
of the o-nge~ and Mapla.ood 

43' Sa>tIooJ R~J 
S.oth 0.. ..... N. J. 

June 12 , 1953 

Babbl Herbert Frledcan 
Temple E!'llanu- El 
2419 E. Kenwood mvd. 
un waukee 11 , Wis. 

Dear Herb : 
• 

1Jn:for"tu.m.te1y, 1,.,111 not be able to 
! hope to be in Europe at that ti1l'l6 . 
t.!:ril'l€ as a. vote or OIIinioD b:: p r oxy. 
Opi:l1on as follows : 

attend t~ C. C. A. B. Convention. 
Eor.ever , if there is such a 

I nsh ~u roul.d register my 

I feel, as do almost all the ..:en in this area, that the J. l .z . Mould 
remain the type of rabbinical institution that Stephen '71se he.d 
intended it to be ••.• and'. t~t if. in any plan of coordination. the 
cen ter of gravl ty be sDifted a t all. that it be shf'ted to the Eas t . 
I t.ink tllat tl1i8 1s the ti1Da men every t!&D show.d stand up and 
be counted, and if' you can help me to be caanted, I 'I'IOuld appreciate 
it • 

.All good wishes to you for a succ esstul conference. 

Sincerely, 

Herbert 'i'lelner 
5'!':': hs 

• 



'i1rJr.t ~.ehJ lurk Julrfu !!rih:t:a:tJ.l 
).Dr. ~ .. ~ .iIha ;. .... atioruo 

FIFTH Avuuz & 42ND 8TuET 
Naw You: 18, N. Y. 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
Congregation BmaDu-Bl BtDe, Jeshurun 
2419 East Kenwood Boulevard 
Uilwaulcee II, Wisoonsin 

:Uy dear Rabbi Fr1a dman :. 

:J(6f() York, JUDe 10, 1953 

Fro.aure ot routine work preTeuted .y answering your letter ot 
Il&y 8th till today. I hope I lUll not too late in glYing you -:t answere 
to some of the speoific ~eetioDII which you ha •• rabed in the hope 
that they .. y contribute to your disou.aien ot the IUbjeot "The Reform 
movement __ ita phl1oaophy and institution • • - They are given in the 
order i n wh i oh your questions are lietedt--

1. I do not lenow what you haTe in llind by the ol.seloal pattern 
of Retorm Judaism in .America. I have oome aorolS that phrase again 
and again. It is uaed frequentl.y 1.lI the literature ot th8 blerlcan 
Council ot Jud.i.~ Pre.um&bly it r eters to the manit.stations of 
Reform Jud.h~ as tound in the 1itursioal expression particularly in 
tbe use at the Union Prayer Book. I think Retorm Juda1em reata on a 
stronger and muoh firmer basie than its prayer book. AA employed 1D 
this couDtry Retorm. Ju daisJl1 preseDts a JDIlch broader term than generally 
uDder stood. In an artiole ot mine whioh appeared in the Publications 
ot the American Jewish Historioal SOCiety, September 1952, pp. 91-101, 
I took oocaaion to point out that the Conservative JDOVeJJleDt is part 
of AD over- all Reform deT810pment in the religious experienoe ot 
Amerioan Jewry. Wy rea80n 1. this: Judaiem has alwa,.. auumed that 
any vital deviatio n trom it, traditionally existin£ beli.f. aDd prao­
tices compri •• s a step toward. retorm. Certainly synagogues wbich 
have abridged and modified the text at their prayer books, inati tuted 
the organ, tamily pewa, instrumental musio, mixed ohoir, eto.~ in 
W)rahip on Saturdays and holidays, have definitely departed from the 
historioal experienoe of Judaism, religiously speaking. Suoh depnrture 
is • oharaoteristio manifestation ot the trend of retora in Jewish 
religiOUS lite. In other words Retorm JUdaism in ~rica today must 
regard the Conservative lI¥)vemant as a portion ot ite own body. 

2. I know ot nO cleavagel in the Reform movement other than 
those which .seerl themselves through 'the .iDtrioan Council at JudaiUl. 
However, the Council seems eager to griJ::Id a politioal axe. Should 
ita progre meet 'With a measure at Iucoeu it will lead t o the estab­
lishment of Judaism as "the religion" ot an insignificant group in 
.orld Jewry. I doubt whether suoh • group would be regarded as truly 
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Jewish inasmuoh as it tends to separate itself trom the vital teaohings 
and praotioes of the rest of the Jewish community no matter how divergent 
they be one trom the other. I am tully convinced,however, that whatever 
cleavages there exist between the Conservative and Retorm movements they 
could ultimately be bridged. 

5. I certainly believe that the Retorm movement in Amerioan Jewry 
should, without any hesitation, oontinue to reintroduce Jewish traditional 
ceremonies which have left the temple and to intensity Jewish education 
by oreating a larger interest in the study of Jewish history, literature, 
beliets and praotioes. Ot course, a8 Jews even thoae in the Retorm 
oamp oannot well afford not to ooncern themaelves with the welfare ot 
the State of Israel. Nor can the Reform camp afford not to identity its 
objectiT8s with those of the totality of the Jewish people. 

4. I do not know what you mean by the "earlier pronounoementa 
and forlIlllatioaa." Preaumably they refer to the Pit'hburgh Platform. 
That platform, as you know, was a clear expression ot 8 philosophy ot 
Jewish existence in diaapora appropri .. te at a t1roe wben the ilIlpaot ot 
Emanoipation _s very strong upon Jews eT8rywhere. That, as you know, 
is no longer the 08se 8S tar as Retorm Judaism in Amerioa is ooncerned, 
it had lost 1 ta Dl8aning. The CeIl tral Conterenoe ot .mrioe.n Rabbia 
has ,in the courae of years, subjected that plattora to oonsiderable 
revision by adopting reeolutions expressiTe ot the ohanged attitude 
ot its membership to the new problema, those that haTe arieen in Jewish 
life as a result ot the suooess of Zionism and ot other nationalistic 
trends in Jewish lite. No one, theretore, can say that Retorm can 
beet be served by remaining ·oonstant" to its earlier pronounoement. 
and tormulations. It ~uld be unfortunate tor it to do 80. It would 
beoome stagnant and toasilized. 

5. ~atever goals Retorm Judaiem bas they must concern them­
•• lves with strengthening the bold ot Judaism as a whole upon the 
multitudes of Jews who have drifted from the synagogue. It sbould 
Dot attempt to wean any ot tbem away from either orthodox or other 
camps in the hope that thereby the Reform group would profit. Tbe 
adjeotive Relorm is least important; aign1ticant 18 the noun Juda18~ 
I am aure that Reform still olaims to be 8 missionary religion and so 
does .1.0 Orthodox Judalam. Whatever rivalry there exi.ts in an 
attempt to gain pOSitions of influenoe and affluenoe it must not be 
at the expenae ot one or the other. 

6. I do not believe that "a much stronger school in New York" 
~ll contribute to the winning of the unaffiliated in the world's 
greatest oenter of Jewish lite and populatiob tor JudaiaD4 It will, 
however, make possible the training ot rabbis in an atmosphere Where 
Jewish life and oulture flourish 88 in no other oommunity in the 
world. New York is tbe best laboratory tor the 8tudy of all aspeota 
ot Jewish life and lore and of the role Jews and Judaism play In 
the lite ot other groups. I am fully convinoed that there is no 
oity in the world 1Ibioh otters the advantagea tor the best training 
in the rabbinate than those available in the City of New York. Any 
one seeing what happened to tho Isaao Elhanan Theologioal Seminary 
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and to the Jewish Theological Seminary ot America could readily 
realize the faat that were they looated outside ot New York they 
would not be the truly great institutions they bave turned out 
to be. 

7. I am strongly in favor of maintaining a well equipped 
sobool for the training of rabbis in New York City. When I use the 
word well equipped I bave in mind tirst .. oompetent faculty made up 
of firat olass soholara, a curriculum embraoing eTery branoh of 
atudy taIling Within the aoope of the rabbi.' intereat and protelsional 
needs. An opportunity to be in touch with the various institutiona 
and organLzationa looated in New York City through whioh Jewlab lite 
in the entire CoaDtry i, direotl, or indireotly governed is oert.inly 
something that cannot be had elaewhere. MOreover. tbe pre,eaoe ot 
such a aobool in a oOJmlD.Ulity where there are so many institutions of 
learning, .'peoially tho •• at higher aoa4e~o standing, tend. to 
enrich the intellectual aooOdplisbmenta ot the maD who prepare them­
selves tor the 1ILinlltry. 

I baw endeavored to an ..... r your qu •• tionl hastily but 
oandidly and brietly_ I do hope they ~11 .erTe your purpose 
adequately. 

ely youra, 

os 
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Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman, 
2419 East Kenwood Blw. 
1t1.1waukee 11 J rase .. 

Dear Herbert: 

PH IL ADELPHIA 

14 !.!ay 1953 

RAhim 
Bl!IlTUW W . KoRN, D.H.L 

H. Hruaf Cott~, tf.,H.J.., 

W'Il.11AIIII H. PI:Nmw:an., 0.0 .. u.n . ......., 
H".lIn,. ZuaIUu'N 

Dirwf:1w _/ R,lig,., &hC116. 

You certainly set a tough f""oal for all of us in your m:1.meographed 
letter of Kay 8th.. It 18 easy to ask questions briefly, but next to impossible to 
8IlS'Ifer those questions without producing a 10 or 15 pa:,e answer. '!'hat I haven't time 
for, but I do want to jot down a £ew ideas for you. 

I think that there are IIIIDY more than t"" lines of development within 
the Reform movement.. ihere are probably at least a half" a dozen. You have failed to 
leave allmrance for the man;y d1f"terent varieties.. I think that Reform JudaiSlll thrives 
on these both varieties, just so ~ong as Retonn does not preterd that it can answer all 
the needs of Conservative and Obthodox Jews .. It is one ot my fears that some of thm e 
1IIbo support an intensilied drive .for the unaffiliated, will be 1Iill1ng to sacrifice any 
identification with the basic premises or Refom Ju:!aism in order to bring in the unaffll­
.ted. 

Our intent ought. not to be mere ll'Ilmbera but rather the development of a 
meaningful prJLiosophy and practice for those Who are presently affiliated with it - a 
development, which lrl..ll in am of itself serve to attract IKIre and more people .. 

There are dam few of US who have any loyalty to the classical Reform 
pattern ot the Pittsbu.rgh. platfom, but there are many who feel that you can't go much 
further beyoDi 'What we're doing today and still be Refer:u, rather thAn Conservative 
practice. I don't wmt Re!'onn. Judaism to be broadened so greatly that it no longer 
has an integrity of its own. 

If,y only answer to question H6 is another question, namely, what kind 
of a dent in the New York picture the New York School made when it had a full program, 
a 1'ull faculty and produced its own graduates? How lIlAllJ" of the unaffiliated were won 
for Refem . Ilerely to win t ;,em for graduates of the school means very little .. 1bere 1s 
a situation in Miami Beach, with "Which Pm sure you are familiar.. This I.s not wbat we 
want to do. 

I dont feel that the question of the merger plan warrants a major place 
in the discussion or the 'state of the Reform J/Dvement". I can imagine that yau disagree 
with me because you have strong feelings as a graduate of the New York School. I don 't 
think that ei ther school, unfort'inately, plays a major role.. It is the responsibility 
of the rabbis in the field.. lhere is the place Were we must look for an answer to the 
20 questions 'We have about the "State of the Reform Movement". 



Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman (2) 

I do have a feeling, however, that it is altogether impossible, to 
maintain t~ separate and distinct sChools ~th full and complete programs , faculties 
and student bodies under one Board of G~rnors and one President. If that was in the 
minds of those who originally conceived of the merger, then I believe that they were 
tragically mistaken. A merger can only mean integration, and integration can only mean 
the development o.f specific progralISin both places, whim are :separate aId distinct 
md non-dupllcating, but which mesb together to create a fine kind of training for 
graduates .. 

I all looking forr.ard nth great eagerness to participating in a pro-
gram of internship whereby it would be my responsibility to take a graduate in the 
sixth year and help him learn what congregational life is . New York is not the only 
great center of unaffiliated Jews ~ We have at least 150, 600 of them here in Philadelphia .. 

Kindest personal regards . 

J.i:)st cordially, 

Dr. Bertr am W. Korn 

P.S. This is dictated into a Dictaphone because I'm at home ill. I ..... ont. have an 
opportunity to read over it, but if any of it 18 awk;raro., I hope you ' ll excuse me . 
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THE CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL 
ORGANIZED , 8 4 3 

HARTFORD. CONNECTICUT 
OI"ACE OF THIr RAOBI 

ABRAHAM J, FELDMAN. O . O. 
70t "ARMINGTON AVE. 

HARTFORD 7. CONN. 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
2419 East Kenwood Boulevard 
Milwaukee 11 , Wise . 

)(y dear Herbert : 

lIay 18, 1953 
Diet . 5/15/53 

This is in reply to y.our letter of MaY 8th . I am 
giving the answers se riatim. 

1 . I do not believe that there are two kinds of 
Reform Judaism in AIIler ica today. There are only two different 
emPhas~ "Which is something els e again. 

2 . I think these aO called cleavages are bridgeable 
it' all. the proponents of the two emphases do not forget their manners . 

3. I believe that the Reform liwement 1fill continue 
its present trends . That it IIshould" is something else again. Believing 
as I do, that each generation has a right to re- interpret Judaism in 
accordance with its needs, it is difficult for me to say that my grand­
children will have to follow my present in~retatlon and Wi nking of 
What emphasis should 'be dominant in the Refam. Movement. 

4. See 11f3 answer to 113 . 

$ . I do not. believe that the goals of Reform Judaism 
should 'be so 'broadened t.hat i t.s essential character rill change beyond 
recognition or t.hat it become all things to all men. I think it shoul.d 
preserve a consistant point of view and should have the courage not to 
t r h its sails for other reasons than matters of conviction. You lmow 
that in many areas Reform is indistinguishable from the Conservati.ve 
synagogue and this, in many places, not as a matter of conviction but 
as a matter of strategy and competition for membership . That is 
unworthy of Refarm.. 

6. and 7 . I believe that the matter of the New 'lark 
School should be discussed. I believe that there should have been 
a discussion of the proposed changes before the thing was crystallized 
into a decided policy. 



-2-

I do not believe that questioqS6 and 7 are re1evant 
to the general inquii-y which yeu make about Reform Movement. !j)reover, 
I think that wi thin the purview of the paper which you are prepari.ng .... 
to introduce", this matter of the schools would d1.vert attention from 
the excellent subjec-t -which you are supposed to discuss and -which needs 
discussion, and perhaps the place to do it will be at the point 'Where 
Rabbi Glueck 'Will discuss the merger plan. Under the heading of "The 
GOw of the Reform lbvement", the schools do not belong. 

I realize, of courseJ that you may not agree with me 
in this, lrilich , of course, is satisfactory to me, but you have asked 
me for m., opinion and I am giving it to you, for what it is worth . 

I r egret that it will. not be possible for me this 
year, to attend the meetings of the Confe~nce . This will be only 
the fifth time in thirty- five years that I shall have mlssed. the 
canterene) which is not too bad as a record. 

With warm personal greetings J I am 

Sincerely yours , 

fi«-
Dr . Abr aham J. Feldman 

AOfF/sz 

J 



RABBI SAMUEL HALEVI BARON' 
llLIGIOUS DJJlECTOJ\ 

AmeJ"icaa COUtao! fOJ" Judaima 
2:01 Ea.t 57t1r. StHet. N_ Yo,..'" 22. N Y. 



RABBI'II IITUDY 
::1:19 1..1: ... 1 .. 0 .-r_il:ClET 

RABBI SIDNEY WOLF 

TE.,.PLE BETH EL 

CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS 

!lay 19, 1953 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
Congregation Emanu~l BIns Jeshurun 
2419 E. Kenwod Blvd. 
MUws.ukee 11, Wisconsin 

Dear Colleague. 

I have your letter of the 8th in which you ooUdt opinion on 
various questions con.cerniDg your paper for the CCAR. 

I 8JIl not sure that I CS!l be of much hell' to you but shall try to 
state briefly m:y 01lD ideas on tha subject. 

1. I do belleve there are tva kinds of Reform Judaism in 
America today but that the broader approach v.l.th its 
trend towards increased ceremonialism etc. will 100m. 
largest in our midst . 

2. Reform st1ll may remain constant to its emphasis on 
Frophatic Judaism. 

J. I think that the liev York School ehould be streogthened 
to win over the llIlS.:Cfiliated in that area besides the 
advantages of offering a broader educatlcma.l background 
for lts students. 

The. pemulum is now sv.I.ngiDg back to the center as in every 
movement which begins to stabll.1ze and in 1113' opinion there can 
be no confiict with our first principles by the re-introduction 
of mny colorful ceTelllOnials vh1ch do not violate the ration.eJ. 
spirit of Judaism. 

I sincerely hope that this brier statament is wIlat you wanted. 
With kindest regards, I am 

CordiaJ..ly )'QUI'S, 
, 

Rabbi Sidney 1I0lf 
vJ , 
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nvo": .... ,0.,.CI., 
.on ... ,i_I:I. CON<JIIIl", .. TI0" 
_ .... Cl",o; ",,,aNUIl 

ATLAIfTlC c,TY. Hlw ~1F:tt.n 

Rabbi Herbert A.. Friedman 
2419 E. Kenwood »aulevard 
Kilvaukae 11, Wieoonein 

Dear Herb: 

TlUlUT·!" YI. ..... n OlllYI 

MA .. OATL .... W ....... ;v 

.. lt~ .... 2." ••• 
MSJ' 19. 1953 

In r8aponae to your mimeographed inqu.lry. and. beoause of 
t he prssi!=Ure of much work prior to the cloa8 of the aeaaon, 'We shall 
t ry to Msw-er all your inqui riss . bUt with brevi ty: 

1. We believe that though there are two .treems in RafoI'll 
todey, the wider snd deeper one is the ODe tbe.t represents the 

;:::::C!:~~~:e~l:~:!S:t~rb::~f~fo::~;;:~.t:U:h:~;;1"~~ 
need of violence , etc. 

2 . We believe th2t the two different linaa of d.evelopD8nt 
are bridgeable end t hat within a metter of a decade or t wo, all 'this 
will work out without real o,Ppoait1on and In e. type of J'ev1sh e'Talu.­
e.tlol1 which 1I!.ey be e.ll together different from what even no"" se8mS 
the tendency. 

~. We balina thpt the Beform movement &bould continue 
i t a ore sent trends to...arda experlmente1 ceremoniea, toward. increased 
educat ion, to~~e increased cooperation wiih the State of Ierpsl , 
especially educs Uone.l.ly aru1 culturally. 8S .",ell e8 religiously, 
end with more, rather th¢n les8 . of identity with Jewry everywhere . 

4. We bel ieve that Reform ca.n, beet serve 1 ts T'II.l.l"Poee and 
"Orocesa by maintaining t he right of lIVery congregeti on to experiment 
with its own possibilities end for every ~ner8tion to decide its 
own interpretatione but in the best interests of the Jewish neopl. 
nrogrees1vely. T_bie re;quiree change in all pronouncemente: and in 
elar1flc~tlon for previous attitudes to be in .'8"""1'8 with 
modern life . ..e.o--·o , .. ner,. 

5. 'We bel ieve the.t Reform should do ita utmost to 
attract the unaffl1i~ted and to appeal to those, even who do not 
altogether agree with us, without reading 'Wham out of the coll1lDUJl1ty. 

6. We bel ieve that in reference to the tvo Bchoole. tbat 
perhaps it would be best to widen the story \Ii th three schools. 
including the Bebrew Un! versi ty in Jeruse.lem n We do not Decessarily 
tl'.J.nk thet having a stronger school in New York vill bring in the 
uneff1l1pted in d roves, especially when the House of LiTing Judaism 

een serve that purpose. ~erbap8 as effectively vie congregations. 
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r$lOther thBll training of rabbis for service to them juat there. 

7 . We do not think that the .erger and the diecuuion 
'Oro1:l08ed in your letter are part of the gen@ra.l inquiry for which 
you indicete the theme. I am not t<:)o sure of the deteils of the 
Xlerger. eSYlP clall:y since our knowledge 18 11111 ted as to wat bad 
reell,. h.e."DOened to the Inf;ti tnte after the demise of 1 t~. t 
Pre ddent , SteTlhen S. Wiae . JIvr feeling ia that hitchin and 
aeven on to thia inquiry Is not neceslSe.rtl,. in keep1~ the 
to~le . It should be a 8epar~te topic. inasmuch 8S ita devisive 
possibilitiea among rabbis might be dam&g1ng to the greater unitT 
e.11 will have in behal.f of the ne.., trenda in the Reform Movement 
generalI,._ 

It vaa nice haTi~ your perente ha r e vi th us for the 
Seder. Wo doubt the,. eztended our ~et1Dg •• t tha t time . 

With all good w:1ehea and looldng (or-.,Rrd to seeing you 
1n Colorado , 1 am. 

Slncereq, 

Martin N. Yet h 

I 



RABB I E M ERITUS 

TEMPLE MIZPAH 
1615 Morse Avenue 

cmCAGO 26, ILLINOIS 

Rabbi Rerllen A. !'riedman 
2419 E. Kenwood Blvd. , 
ltilwaukee il, Wis consin 

Dear Colleat,.'\l.e: 

)lay 2l, 1953 

I am pleased to learn of your -part in the forthcoming Conference 
at Estes Park, Colo . I shall look fOr\.1ard to hear and perhaps to 
participate in the dis cussions. 

'lhe theological b~ses or -deform h~ve little to do With ceremonies 
as such. nt. Ko'Hler had held .:that the lJrthodox Jew has no ceremonies 
but "U1tzvos tl (God given ~t mad made) . Jhe1;.iler a aefonn Jew uses the 
pbylacteries or not , as 'lOng as be believes in evolution instead of re­
velation (il) the sense of emenation, he is in line with the theories of 
Reform Liberal Jew or "W'.lat have you.. The lat e .Io..ilton steinberg correctly 
divides JewiSl belief into F'lmdamentaliSli and -"-Ociernism. Unfortunately 
Zionism for some has become a !;;ajor iSSle .and in some cases (secular 
Zionism) a substitute or rival tor JUdaisc. Dr. Klausner asks pertinently 
"Can Judaism survive in Israel?" .The mode:en "Canaanites II lti1l answer in 
the negative. 

Let me add a quotation of Canon Charles: 
liThe Synagogue in tha: time of Jesus was the mos..t universal church. in the 
world. In it a piotlS Pharisee, a W'ordly Sadducee and an ascetic Essem 
could worship under one roof . *!he 3ynagogue 'ti'aS not interested in doctri­
nal. differences, but only in the spiritually minded ot the nation.. SUch 
universality-was neve r at;tai.red or ~n approached in Christ'iandon. n 

~~ time has come for clarification of i\mdamentaJ.s without the 
bitterness and confusion which political issues have brought into our 
thinldng . The tolerance that I l'fCllld advocate has little to do With 
peace at any price. I think of tolerance and unity that spring from 
humility not condescension. 

In the hope that these stray- thoughts 1llaY be of some help, 

~. ~a:!y ti~.~' 
P. 3 . I would oot abandon the NEn'T" York area . ' the Ort.:10dor= on­

servatives or iteconstructionists. If. are to nave one s 001 
it would be more farsighted to give up the Cincinnati om . 



!.p_ ""tA.~!J1t.u. 
RII!:V. CR • .JUI..IUa ",,"RI( 

'I:AeT &a'" .TRcrT 
N!tW'O'O.",.' ..... 

IIabbi Herbert A. Fri_ 
2419 Ea.t 1Ia...od Bo.loYard 
.. 1 ...... 11. II..,. 

Our Herbert: 

.. ,22. 1953 

II rospollo 11 JIU lott. of .. , eu. ..y I II, tbat 
I do lOt reeog.lao .oro ta.. ... klld of lef ... "Ieb. If It b •••• , 
.... iag .t .11. i. wedded to tbe pel .. lpl. of eb..,. i. the religio •• 
IUe of tbe Jew. AI. beUo_ 11 Uil be.ie prlociple. I e .. see 00 
elea.age Ie tile lefotll Io.-at. 

Si_ ... b c.agr .... U .. "Jo,. _leto .. to_,. tbe 
q .. ltio. of .or. or f.... • ........... t be decided o. tho coagre-
g.tioa.l lovel. Ala ... the .lof.1 lorti.o. perforud b, tbo UARC i. 
th.t of beiog •• leariog ho ... lid offorlag • for .. for dl.e ••• lo • 
• ad tbe ex.b.ago of exporl •• eo.. ~ rlgbt of • COagr .... tlo. to .dopt 
- or lot to adopt - nateftr cer_al •• It .... h •• n.t be protected. 
Tbll II tho geal.1 of tho Llber.l .plrlt. 

I _ •• Ee of .. ·cuI.leal patter.- 1. tM lefon ... -
... t. except tb. rigbt to I •• tlt.t. tho ••• kaag •• -.I.b •• rve tho 
.plrtt •• 1 .eed. of oar people II •• c~ g •• eratl.l . 

I b... bee. deepl, p.I.1d oYer tbo propolld urger pl •• 
of tile mx: •• d nt, dIce t t ..... tM ... t.1I11g of tbe lefont Io .... t 
ta tbe New York ar.~~tllg t~ 1 •• t few J.ar, .. ~.y. wit ••• 1ed •• 
• otoallUag vr_b =--- .a.bor of lefono COagrag.tloll 11 Ui. part of 
tbe co •• try. Tbe .doptlo. of tho propolod pI ... ill. I foar. dry .p 
tbo 10or •• of lo.der.hip for tbe .. COagrag.tlo... le •• lag tbo fl.ld 
to ou .ore eo ... rntl .. bEatHft. 

I look foward wi .. ple .... r. to beeriag ,08 ro.d ,OU 
paper. Good l •• k! 

Jll/t 
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TEMPLE BETH EL 

'f'1H( AND tM:JN1W"., 
KNOXVIllE. TENNESSEE 

M f'rtlt H MAItX. __ 

Uy 14 , 1953 

Rabbi herbert" . Friedman 
Congo Emanu- El B' ne Jeshurun 
2419 _ .X.nwoo~ Blvd . 
1.1lwauk.e li , Wisoonsin 

Dear Herbert : 

I sympathize with you in the assignment you aocepte~ 
with tho UC"R. 1 assure you I woul~ l1ke to spend a 
mon th th1nk1ng through the questi ons you ask 1n the 
light of my own experienoe and preparing. papsr on 
same; obviously this is impossibl e , However , 1 ahall 
attempt seri atIm , 88 we say at the Conferenc e , to 
oomment on 890h one . 

I , 1 bolie.e thst thor e are two k1n~s of 
re:t;rm Judaism in "",erioa today , but I 
think the olassioal pattern represents 
the small m1oori ty . 

2. 1 think tho.o olo.vagos are bridgeable . 
In fact, in the next two decades , I bolieve 
wo will not need .ny bri~ge beoauaa tho 
pattorn of olassioal reform w111 be praoti­
oally non- existent . 

3. In general, 1 feel that the Reform Yo.ement 
shoul~ oontinue the trends you suggest und~r 
this heedieg . Ho"over , I feel we should take 
it Just a little e.sy on the oontinuing addi ­
tion of new oeremonies at very frequent in­
tervals . 1 think .s can frighten the peopl e 
Just e l1ttle, in this oonnsotion . 

4 . &.5 . lio f'urther co:nment on these. 

6 . 1 fsvor s etr:nger sohool 10 Bew York to the 
end that ;you had suggested . 

7 . In general , 1 Bgree with the merger plan as 
presented 10 the reoently distributed outl ine . 
However, 1 do not feel qualified to pass Judg­
ment on this matter . 

Looking forward to seeing you on your old stamp10g grounds 
in Colorado neat month. 1 aM 

~:sr 
c •• " •• C"l' .... 

•• ,t ... 

Fai t~,!:'urs , 

Ileyer ' H'. \i.ltrx 



DR. SA .... UEL oJ. B. WDLK 

RA118' 

EAST EN[I TEMPLE 

242 l£AaT 14,... aTRCC'T 

N~ YDR,; :II. N. Y. 

May 22. 1953 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
Congregation Enanu-El B'ne Jesburun 
2419 East Kenwood Boulevard 
Milwaukee 11, WiscollB1n 

Dear Herbert I 

Just a abort note t a answer tbe 
numerous questions propounded in your 
letter of tbe 8tb of May. 

1. T1me alone will tell. 

2. Tbey better be j>ridgeable. Here's 
boping tbat tbe Council will not do 
too much damage. 

3. Yes, to al~ four. 

Answer implied .1n 
~ 

f'orgo.1ng. .. 
5. Broaden goals. 

6. Yea. 

7. Unstatesmaolike to create power 
vaouum in New York City. V'hamevin 
Yavin. 

With every beat wish, 

Cordially, 
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Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
Congregation ~anu-El B'ne Jeshurun 
2419 East Kenwood Boulev ","d 
M11vaukeEt 11, Wisconsin 

Dear Herbert : 

Ma;y 27, 1953 

I received your fona letter a short tillle ago. 

I wish it vere possible for me 'to find the time to go into the 
various matters that ;you have listed. r _ a.f'raid I could not 
do justice to your request without writing an essay and I do 
not have the time for it . Generally spea.Jd.ng, I would say- that 
Refona Jldais1lt must never beccne static . If it does, it will 
become mother orthodoxy. It must remain flUid, elastic and 
ever-changing . 

In one generation, the trend mq be towards more radicalism, 
while in another generation it may turn toward cerePlOnialism. 
Neither should be absolutel y .fixed. 

I have alva;ys looked upon our changes in Reform as in the natlJr'e 
of the s~ or 8 pendul1Jlll which sc.etimes goes to the r ight and 
then to the left, but is never stationary. 

As to your question with regard to the merger plan or the HUC-,rrR, 
I can only say that an alternative plan must be presented and if 
that is fO\Uld aore acceptable all around, I have no doubt that such 
an altern:!ti ve plan will be adopted. 

I shall look forward to seeing you at Fates Park. 

With kindest regards , r at V "'7' "",tntyerely yours, 

LE :KK Secretary-

"" til' 41 AI. 'IIU TIt 

UAHC·NFTS·NFTY·NATS 
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lIay 22, 1953 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
Congregatlon Emanu-El B'ne Jeehurun 
2419 Eas t Kenwood Boulevard 
Milwauke. 11, Wisconsin 

Dear Herbert; 

I was very happy to receive your letter. I am quite 
eager to cooperate with you on the questions you asked. 
Here are my answers,:· 

1: I bel1eve there are two kinds of Reform Judaism in 
America today. The classical pattern of the American 
v ounc11 ot Judaism and the broader apDroacb of our pos­
ltlve minded Jewlsh Reform Congregatlons 

2: No,thes8 cleavages are not br1dgabl •• because their 
thlnklng 1& divsrse. The posltlYe IIl1nde. group wants to 
be ldentified with the Whole oC the Jewisb people, while 
the other seeks to beco~ a Sect. 

3: I agree completely With the present trend toward In­
creased ceremonialism, intensified eduoation. sympathetic 
concern with the state of Israel and identIf1cat1on with 
"Klal Israel". lIy Ceeling is that we have not gone fan 
enough 1n this direct1on. 

4: I teel taat the earlier pronouncements are re11cs ot 
the past and must be burled and reaognised as such. 

5: I bell eve our goals should be broadened to lnclude 
IILl Jew", with a posltlve and affirmative goal that wl11 
create a Liberal American Judaism. 

6~ The watering down of the New York School will be the 
greatest tragedy tbat has ever faced ReCorm Judaism. 
It ls dellbera~ly breaklng faith with the late Dr. Stephab 
S. Wlse . It is admlttlng defeat. Better th. t HUC should 
be closed down ln Clnnc1nnatl than the New York School 
should be made a Talmud Torah. C1.nclnnatl ebould not be 
a Rabbinical Training Center. As a graduat e oC HUC, I say 
the College belongs where the Union 1s, tor this 1s the 
future ot our movement. 



!1Iall.: ".4 f!JJkd.v'" 
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Ravbl Herbert A. ~8dman page two 

71 We have broken faith with t he late Dr . Stephan S . 
W1se who originally devised the Merger plan. Ws are 
terribly disappointed 1n the present merger plan. Our 
broadest goals will be l1mited by this present plan be­
cause the Board of GoVernors is composed of Assim1lated 
Jews, who have no interest 1n the broader goals of Reform 
Judaism •. We need two Bchools at the present time to do 
the necessary Job. I teel that the graduates of the JIR, 
togetber w1tb tbe graduates of HOC who feel sympatbetic 
to these ideals stated in the above , should demand that 
the New York School be kept intact, or we should refuse 
to support the present Union College campaign. 
No R~bb1 with integrity and sincerity can support the 
present merger plan which negates the positive Reform 
program. 

Thanking you for the ppportun1 ty of allowing me to ex­
press my deep feelings and deep-felt opin1ons - on this' 
matter, may I say I look forward to seeing you an tbe 
C. C.A.R. Conference and ~o hearing your paper. 

Wishing you a very happy Shevous and my very best to 
you and your family. I am 

Sincerely yours, 

Rahb~ A1ber~ Plotkin 

AP/fg 



SID II EYE. Q 0 L D S TEl N 
30 West 68 Street 
New York 23. N.Y. 

TO THE HEHEERS OF THE CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

Dear Colleagues, 

The members of the Cen"tral Conference o£ American Rabbis have received 

a number of communications in protest aga1n8t the plan of reorganization or 
the curriculum of the Hebrew Ul>1on College-Jewi8h Institute or Religion. I 

should like to be present at the meeting ot the Canterence when this matter 

1s discussed; but. 'Wl3 health does not. permit me to make the trip. However, I 

trust that as a graduate of tbe Hebrew Ul>1on College and ... one of the founders 

of the Jewish Institute of Religion and as a member of the Faculty !"rem the 

beginning, I may address you through this letter, 

After studying the plsn of reorganisation caretully and sfter a llUIIIber 

of conferences with Dr. Glueck I am com:l.nced that the basis for the sorry 

and distressing situation in which "e find ourselves is fundsmsntally a matter 

of fund.. Dr. Glueck, who •• training and travels and experience give him a 

world-wide outlook, 1s fully aware of the need for a virile and well-developed 

center ot Liberal Judaism in New York City. He mows that two and. a bal..t 

million Jews, one-half of the Jews in America, dwell on ths eastern seaboard 

and that they deserve a vi tal. and vigorous progr8111. such as Dr. Wise and his 

associates planned when they' founded the Jewi8h Institute of Religion. 

But it is simply impoesible for Dr. Glueck to maintain and to further 

this program with the funde that are now available to him. The plsn that he 

proposes is not a matter of ehoice. It 18 the result of necessity, a neeeasitT 

that bas been imposed upon him by the rabbis and the congregatiooo and the 

co_ties that have failed to give him adequate support. The basic question 
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that we all face in this controversy 1s s1mp1y this t How can we make available 

to Dr. Glueck the funds he needs to maintain adequately the two Institutions, 

both of which are needsd, one in Cincinnati and one in New York? 

one thing that we can do is to secure additional funds trcm our congrega­

tions and from our communities. This ought n.ot to be impossible. One of the 

Courses I give in the Institute is on "The Synag:>guell and it is rrrr dutT to 

keep IlI7self postad upon what is happening in the SynagoguSl in America. I knOl( 

that congr_gatioM all over the countrr, and especiall7 in the larger cities, 

have raised their dues or contributions; that the7 have expanded their programsl 

and that theT have increased the sal.ar7 ot the rabbi and other IIlSJd>ers of the 

steff. But I find, with rare exceptions, that theT have not correspondingly 

increased their contributions to the program that we are desperately trying to 

develop in the Hebrew Union College-Jew1sh Institute of Religion. In truth I 

know that sCIIle congregations that are IlOIf protesting against this plan of re­

organi.zation have made no increase whatever in their contributions to the 

Combined Campaign. This sounds incredible, but it is nevertheless true. It 

does not seem fair on our part to protest against a condition for which we our­

selves are re5p0n81ble and that we have made little or no effort to correct 

through constructive aotion. 

The second thing that we can do is to urge and to secure from. the CClllbined 

Campaign a larger share of funds for the College and the Institute. The 

Combined Campaign this rear w1ll probablT collect $1,200,000 and the plan is 

to divide this sum 1'iftT-fiftT, that is, to give one-half to the Union and 

one-half to the College and the Institute. I cannot believe that it is either 

wise or fair to give the Union S6OO,ooo and to give only the same """" that ie, 

$600,000 for the maintenance of two Seminaries, I know that the union organisa­

tion has developed a large steff and a rich program, But I am firmly of the 
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opinion that the first ~ upon the Combined Campeign ehould be edequate 

funds with which to maintain the College in Cincinnati and the InsU tute in 

New York. I, therefore, believe that we should insist upon a redistribution 

of the Combined Campaign Fund, a redistribution that will make it possible for 

Dr. Glueck to develop the program that he ~ants and that we want and that we 

need. 

I know onlY' too well that Dr. Wise t s last years were ;years of exhaustion 

as a :re8Ult of his efforts to raise funds tor the Institute; and I also know that 

Dr. Clueck is now expending himself beyond reason in en effort to meet an emer-

geney tor which we and our conp.regatlons and communities are directly responsible. 

Here in New York I live in the center of things and I am completely convinced 

that the ODB solution to our problem lies in making available to Dr. Glueck 

another $250,000 or $300,000. With this sum at his disposal he could develop 

the two Institutions and at the same time give us the service and the leader­

ship that the Faculties and the students 80 greatly deserve. Unless we are 

willing to labor and to sacrifice both the College and the Institute will 

unquestionab:q suffer and the great Jewish communit;r in and near Now York will 

be deprived of the stimulus and the inspiration that a ful:q developed Jewish 

Institute of Reli.g1on can give. This is one way in which we can wisely and 

con8tructively solve our problem, and. this we shall do if we have sufficient 

faith in our MoveMent and sufficient concern for the welfare and the advancement 

of th.e College and the Institute, both of which are dear to us. 

Fraternal:q )'Ours, 

SIDNEY E. COLDSTEIN 
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M IL WA UKI[ I[ II. W ISC ON S IN STUD Y 0 " 

B liay, 1953 

Dear Frlend: 

At the forthcomlng meetlng of the C.C.A.R. at Estes 
Park, there will be a symposium and discussion on the 
subject 'The State of the Reform Movement - Its Phl1o­
sophy and Instltutlons'. A whole evenlng wl11 be 
devoted to thls fundamentally lmportant questlon. 

The Instltutlons 
and Elsendrath. 
be dlscussed. 

wl11 be dealt with by Rabbls Glueck 
The merger plan of the HUC-JIR will 

The Phl10sophy wl11 be subdlvlded lnto three sectlons -
"Recent Hlstory', 'Current Trends', and 'Goals of the 
Reform hovement'. Rabbl Brlckner has dons n:e the honor 
of invl tlnt; me to speak on the Goals. 

I have my own viewe on thls vltal theme, but would 11ke 
to know the op1n1ons of the members of our Conference. 
Your counsel and advice would enable me to prepare my 
paper more thoroughly. I would appreclate hearlng from 
you, brlefly or at length, on all or any of the follen,lng 
questlons, whlch are formulated slmply for the sake of 
convenlence. Thls ls not a poll, lnvolvlng the calcu­
lation of percentages, but a simple effort to take a 
sampling of op1n1on on a oomplex 1deolog10al and practioal 
question. 

2. 

Do you belleve that there are two klnds of Reform 
Judalsm ln Amerloa today - one representlng the 
classlcal pattern and the other representlng the 
broader approach discussed at the reoent meet1ng 
of the UAHC? 

If you think the Reform ;.ovement 1 s shOlTlng two 
dlfferent 11nes of svolutlonary developn:ent, do you 
thlnk these cleavages are brldgeable or not? 

Do you feel that the Reform Movement should contlnue 
its present trends toward, a) inoreased oeremonialism; 
b ) lntenslfled educatlon; 0) sympathetlc ooncern 
wlth the State of Israel; d) ldentiflcatlon with the 
totallty of the Jewlsh people? 

~ 



, . . 

Or do you feel that Reform oan best serve its own 
genius by re~aining constant to its earlier pro­
nouncements and formulations? 

5. Should the goals of the Reform Movement be such as 
to preserve the classical pattern - or should our 

~ . goals be so broadened wi thin the scope of the new 
~_ ~trendB a8 to ~rovlde place under the Refor~ roof 

""---r;--, ........... for the myriads of J."s, unarflliated and drifting, 
iJ'-~ ~~:. ~h, .:uture may be in our hands? 

6. Do you think it may be assumed that a much stronger 
school in );e" York than has ourrently besn ordered 

. • by the Board of Governors would help us to achievs 
~.J~~ the winning of the unaff1liated 1n the world's 
~~ /~reat.st center of Jewish lifs and population? . , 

7· The question of ths implemsntation of the merger '~1 
C~ - plan of our schools 1e very relevant to the whole . \Y 
'\ ... question of goals of the Reform Movement . Are ws . ,r' 

.y. ~ i satisfied with the merger plan as presented to us CJ ~ ~l:t;.~in the recently distributed mimeographed outline? 'f 
.:... ~-l Will ths broadest goals be served by this plan? ISffi' 
~.. .' there a better method ot exploi t1ng the value of . ;) 
6- .y,.. possessing a school with two branches in t,1O sep- "to: 
• . : ...... ~ate citle,? J . /1..7r • .(~ 
-~ 1:l.-~. {a. t......d. .:...,;... ~ ..,....QJ. r.... ......... ."..-.. ~"-J 

I realize that these are all large and provocative 
questions. I know that everyone 1s busy at this season 
of the year with Confirmati on, Graduation, etc. But r 
would appreciate any sort of answer, short or lengthy, 
which you feel disposed to formulate. 

:11 th many thanks I am 

Sincerely yours, 

~~-rA (.w~ 
Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 

HAF/ms 



Itmplt Btth-Il 
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Cot..OAADO .PJIIINGS. COI..ORADO 

D~Br J('I114:> ~Lle: 

rttl r:3.pe!'e~:e +0 ,"'U.." i'"llli"r'1 of "'eo r 8 .... ""1,""1 4 "I~ t"e 'G~al.s of 
tl e 1. 1'"0"''''1 ""cv ~ en+': 

Ai 2) rl:e cleRV. e !:'-.. be bri1~"3,a.b r on til coniitioD tla+: 
+£B 1 ne~ic C"~~C~~~ of t~e ~~f~~' ove~ent is recognize1 
by t!- ~ r1~e1"ent5 to tr.e cl~ 33i "'1 ~at ~rn. 3uch recogni tien 
wouLl mean readiness, on prjnciple, to er it changes , or 
rncxiifications in or~er to m et tl;,> neets of tl::.ia generation . 

Ad 3) e - d: Ves, by a.ll me"ns. 

M 4) Uni er no circumatances. 

Ad 5) It 3eems to be tigr ly q'lestionable wtether ei tiler way 
Hill brin~ oeck t:i e unef"l11I't,1 end t Uting. Their ettitu:le 
1s or.tsically ne.gp_tive . eopll '.1ft t1 ut, 30me kini 0 ~ conviction 
eM hct'11v be ~srsue.1 ad. to '8ff'ilie.td ~:li th anv phi1030phy of 
Ju1ai31'J. Any f.ormulc.tinn of our go 1s \·ritl1 e. vieYl to the un­
. f.f'ili::,t8i ia, Wa~'3~o:,a, in li~,;g"'j-r of becm:lin-~ un'true to tl.e 
.3oul or "1."''fo-:-r.I. Juj • .I1i~ !licl ' i" to e:::pr~a3 fre co;-:victloD3 
- 1 ""'o:tf"ls of tl:e lovel sons 0"" OU!' "'ener""tion •• 

A;! to) I ion't 1:00-" 



RAIII AlRAHAM J. IRACHMAN 
.SQ_ WA.Na •• OAQ 

,.aRT waRTH •• TEXA. 

May 19. 1953 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
.unwaukee, Wisconsin 

Dear Rabbi Friedman: 

In response to your circular letter of May 8th with seven 
que:ations for the symposium. at the CCAR. I give the following "Zl.8wers. 

1. Yes 

z. No , 
3. Yes 

•• I believe that it. earlier pronouncement. IUId formulations 
were wrong and led .... y from. Judaism. 

5. Our goals should be broadened. But that might mean losing 
our eli stinct position. 

6. No. becauae there are other schools there. 

7. It is relevant only becau.e we assume it is caused by the 
purpose of goals. H we wanted the broader loals we could serve that 
purpose (rom either school. 

There is enclosed a longer letter on the subject of JIR. Stated 
briefly it mean. that it would have been easier to retai.n our goal. and 
purposes by continuing JIR separately. When. the faculty and the 
alumni and the trustees decided again and again to me'l'ge they cul­
minated that method of achieving a different type of Reform Judaism. 
That i. water over the dam and we have to work (or oDr purposes in 
other ways now. 

Or to reiterate again. The two-schools method is 01l1yone method 
0'1' one part of changing Reform Judaism. ... e (not I) choae to eliminate 
or diminish that method. We have to face that situation and work from 
there. 



RAIII AIRAHAM J . IRACHt.4AN 
aap. W.R"CR RDAD 

,.aRT waRTH ... TCXA. 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
May ZZ. 1953 
Page Z 

Before the merger was culminated Wise and Slonimsky had 
decided that it was inevitable and probably advantageous. That was 
the final word. 

In 1946 Granison told the alumni that he was willing to organize 
an association of synagogues served by the alumni but that this was 
the final chance to continue the Institute. They did not want it. 

I see every reason for the alumni pressing their points of view 
upon the Conference and upon the Rabbinate. But I aee no point to 
raising cries of tbe diminishment of the Institute when that is what 
the Institute faculty and trustees and alumni voted (or. 

The mechanic. of putting over the recent plan are much 
subject to criticism. But the intent was always present and I do 
not know why anyone is surprise~ All we can do is criticize the 
mechanics merely as a debating ... owards aChieving the larger and 
more important purpose of affecting Judaism toward the goals we 
want. 

Yours very truly. 

AJB:mf 

• 
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~ Herbert Friedman 
Milwaukee. Wisconsin 

Dear Herbert: 

-
• 

RABBI ABRAHA'" J. BRACH"'''N 
s s a. W ARM ~. ROAa 

..-0'"" waRTH ... . TIOtA. 

May 19. 1953 

Your letter of May 8th reference to the sumposiu.m for the 
GGAR. 

I favor the conservative or broader approach as against the 
classical pattern. of Reform Judaism. It is only the new trend that 
made Reform Judaiam acceptable to me. 

I have given the Jewish Institute of ReliBion much of the 
credit for the new trend and was afraid that the merler would tend 
to nullify it. 

But I question whether this position which was held before 
the merger . remains valid five years after it was effectuated. The 
reasons would be as follows. 

The changes in the situation. of woyid. Jewry and in the 
tbinking of American Jewry create entirely a new atmosphere of 
thought and activity. Even the atmoaphere of all reUg.ious th.i.n.king 
is much dilieyent than it was in the 19Z0's when the Institute was 
founded. The d .. sciples of Stephen Wise will soon begin to be relegated 
to the past physically and outmoded in their thinking because all the 
situations which he faced would have been Changed. Some of his 
purposes have been accomplished while others may no lonser be 
necessary or else are inevitable. 

In. view of this a constantly progressive move to the right 
on the part of Reform Judaism means only a wrion with the organised 
Conservative wing. But they already have a seminary. 

A most interesting feature is the following. At the recent 
meeting of the Board of Governors where all the Institute alumni 
spoke against the present implementation of the meyger. it waa my 
speech that raised the question whether this new plan meant a return 
to the old Cincinnati Reform Judaism.. Glueck denied it hoUy and 
Eiaendrath with tears in his eyes stated that he had not changed his 
policy and purpose and is still taking it on the chin every day because 

of his opposition to the old classical pattern. 
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Rabbi Herbert P'riedman 
Page 2 
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RAIII AlRAHAM J. lRACHt.4AN 
•• a. _A. He •• DAD 

I"OItT waltTH •• TCXA. 

The nest clay I went to Columbus, Georgia to speak OD Friday 
niaht in the interests of the Combined Campaign although not directly 
so. I was surprised to find a Reform CODaregat.ion over one hundred 
years old under the leadership of {amilies who had lived there that 
long and who were complaining that the old rabbis had not buSh! 
them enough Judaism. The:y were alao complaining that they support 
Reform seminaries who turn out rabbi. to go to newly organised 
congregations of Coaaervatiye Je .... wIUle they themae1ves cannot 
secure rabbis. 

This ga", me a otartllq1T ..... m.illat. It abo .. ed &Dother 
side. Here .a. cla •• ical Reform Judaiam cha.DaiDJ ita own pattern 
in accordance 'Wit.k lleW tre..Jlda. an.eit their pres .. Rabbi. Alfred 
Goodman. is an In.utate alumnus:. These people were not seeking 
to e:z::pand but to intensify in dlrectioJu that we favor and were claim.iItg 
that they were being hi.mlered by the attempt to ca:pture other segments 
rather than concentrate on their OWJl. 

I have tried to make this as brief a. po •• lbIe, and may 
{ollow with another letter or two. •• well aa an anawer to ape:cific 
question.. The latter however contajn the clanler of limiting one to 
an uncon.ciou.ly directed conclusion. and of letting a monolithic view 
of a complex and aelf-contradictory proble-m. I may send copiea of 
theae letters to several of the Institute alw:nni who were at the meeting. 

AJlI:mf 
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24111 EAST KENWOOD BOULEVARD . 

MILWAUKEE II. WISCO .... IN 

8 }ie.y, 195.3 

Dear Friend: 

At the forthcoming meeting of the C.C.A.R. at Estee 
Park, there ~11 be a symposium and discussion on the 
subject "The State of the Reform Movement - Its Philo­
sophy and Institutions". A whole evenlng will be 
devoted to this fundamentally 1mportant queet10n. 

The Inst1tutlone 
and E1sendrath. 
be discussed. 

\f111 be dealt w1th by Rabbis Glueck 
The merger plan of the HUC-JIR >Till 

The Philosophy will be subdivided into three sections -
nRecent HIBtory~, "Current Trends", and "Goals of the 
Reform ltovement" . Rabbi Briokner has done ree the honor 
of inviti"G me to apsak on the Goals. 

I have my own v1ews on this v1tal theme, but would 11ke 
to know the opinions of the members of our Conference. 
Your counsel and advIce ",ould enable me to prepare my 
paper more thoroughly. I would appreclate hearlng from 
you, brlefly or at length, on all or any of the folloNing 
questions, >1hich are formulated slmply for the sake of 
convenience. This is not a poll, involving the calcu­
lation of percentages, but a simple effort to take a 
sampllng of opinlon on a oomplex ideological and practical 
question. 

1. Do you believe that there are two k1nds of Reform 
Judaism in Amerioa today - one repressnt1ng the 
classlcal pattern and the other repreeentlng the 
broader ap~roach discussed at the recent meeting 
of the UAHC? yr: 

2. If you thlnk the Reform i.ovement 1s sho>1ing two 
different 11nee of evolut10nary developuent, do you 
th1nk these cleavages are brldgeable or not? Ala 

.3. Do you feel that the Reform Movement should continue 
1ts present trends toward, a) 1ncreased ceremonialism: 
b) intensifled e~ucatlon; c) sympathet1c ooncern 
>rith the State of Israel; d) ldent1flcatlon with the 
totality of the Jew1sh people? y~ 



4. 

s. 

6. 

7· 

, • 

Or do you feel that aerorm can best serve its own 
genius by re~ain1ng constant to its earlier pro­
nouncements and forculatlons? PO 
Should the goals of the Reform Movement be such as 
to preserve the classical pattern - or should our 
goals be so broadened within the scope of the new 
trends as to 9rovlde place under the Reforre roof 
for the myriade of Je"s. unaffiliated and drifting, 
whose Je":/lsh future may be 1n our hands? 

f3P.d0E'>J '1'fIF t;., ~ 
Do you think it may be aseumed that a much stronger 
school in Ne .. York than has ourrently been ordered 
by the Board of ~overnors would help us to achieve 
the winning of the unaffiliated in the world's 
greatest center of Jewish life and population? 

yl%"" 
The question of the implementat10n ot the merger 
plan of our schools is very relevant to the whole 
question of goals of the Reform Movement. Are we 
satisfied with the merger plan as presented to us 
in the recently distributed mimeographed outline? 
Will the broadest goals be served by this plan? Is 
there a be tter method of exploitIng the value of 
possess1ng a sOhaol with two branohes 1n t~m sep­
arate cities? 

I realize that thes are all large and provocative 
questions. I kno", hat everyone 1s busy at this season 
of the year with C nfirmation, ~aduation, etc. But I 
would appreciate y sort of answer, short or lengthy, 
which you feel d sposed to formulate . 

lam 

Sincerely yours, 

~,,;t A (.w~ 
Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 

HAF/ms 



2" 1 8 E ... . T K I:NWOO O 80 ULEV ... .. D . 

MILWAUKE E 11 . W 'S C ON. ',.. 
S T U DV 0 1" 

8 ~iay, 195:3 

Dear Frlend: 

At the forthcomlng meetlng of the C.C.A.R. at Estee 
Park, there ~ll be a symposium and discussion on the 
subject "The State of the Reform Movement - Its Philo­
sophy and Instltutlons". A whole evenlng will be 
devoted to thls fundamentally lmportant questlon. 

The Instltutlons 
and Elsendrath. 
be dlscussed. 

,,111 be dealt wlth by Rabbls Glueck 
The merger plan of the HUC-JIR >rl11 

The Phllosophy will be eubdlvlded lnto three sectlons -
"Recent History", "Current Trends", and "Goals of the 
Reform hovement'. Rabbl Brlckner has done me the honor 
of invlting me to spsak on the Goale. 

I have my o>m vlews on thls vl tal theme, but would 11ke 
to know the opinions of the members of our Conferenoe. 
Your counsel and advioe ,·/ould enable me to prepare my 
paper more thoroughly. I would appreclate hearlng from 
you, brlefly or at length, on all or any of the follo>llng 
queetions, >rhlch are formulated slmply for the sake of 
convenlsnce. Thls ls not a poll, lnvolvlng the oalcu­
lation of percentages, but a simple effort to take a 
samp11ng of oplnlon on a complex ideologloal and practloa1 
question. 

2. 

:3. 

Do you belleve that there are two klnds of Reform 
Judalem ln Amerlca today - one representlng the 
classical pattern and the other representing the 
broader ap~roach discussed at the recent meet1ng ~ 
of the UAHC? 0 
If you thlnk the Reform ;.ovement ls eho"ing two 
dlfferent 11nes of evolutlonary develop~ent, do y~ ~ 
think these cleavages are brldg~le or not? ~ 

Do you feel that the Reform Movement ehould contlnue 
1ts present trends to,.,ard, a) inoreased ceremonialism; 
b ) lntenslfied eduoatlon; 01 sympathetlc ooncern 
"lth the State of Israel; d identifioatlon with the 

total1~Y J! ;::.£~~~~~ 
~":-jk U. S. - :if.-.y1b-d;~/,Pf 



4. 

5· 

6. 

Or do you feel that Reform can best serve its O>Tn 
genius by reJr.ain1ng constant to its_earlier jrrr ...;flt/--. 
~'::4nceme:>~sn '};':!d t:orJJt9-at1~a.? .~~ ";.,c..P,· -

~~e-w.,4..C-~' t At. .i .... c··c.,A. • 

Should the goals of the Reform Movement be such as 
to preserve the classical pattern - or wlould our 
goals be so broadened within the soope of the new 
trends as to ~rovlde place under the Refor~ roo! 
for the myriads of Je"s, unaft1liated anddfjHtingj..;1H..,..i­
w90se Je':rts tutr may be in our hands? ~~ 
~:itj oJ...K«':r. U-e ~ . 

Do you hi nIt it «,ay be assumed' that a much stronger 
SChool in Ne" York than has currently been ordered 
by the Board ot Governors would help us to achieve 
the winning of the unafflliated ln the world's 
greatest center at Jewieh lite and population? ~ 

7. The question of the implementation ot the merger 
plan ot our schools is very relevant to the whole 
quest10n of goals at the Retorm Movement. Ars we 
sat1sf1ed with the merger plan as presented to us 
in the recently distributed mimeographed outline? 
Will the broadest goals be served by this plan? Is 
there a better method ot exploiting the value of 
possessing a school w.1 th two branches ;'n t"TO sep­
arate cities? ~A-z,.P.1 ""-",, J • .J. -' 

I realize that these are all large and provocative 
questions. I knolT that everyone 1s busy at this seaeon 
of the year with Confirmation, Graduat10n, etc. But I 
woUld appreciate any sort of an~er, short or lengthy, 
wh1ch you teel disposed to formulate. 

;/1 th many thanks I am 

Slncerely yours, 

~,-otA ' rw~ 
Rabb1 Herbert A. Fr1edman 
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DAVID B. EPIn'1:IN 

aiempit Janel 
WIL.LaW ANI:> _r>I~" 5'm£ETII 

STOCKTON. CALIF"DRNI" 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
2419 East Kenwood Blvd. 
Milwaukee ll.l Wisconsin 

Dear Rabbi FriedDan: 

May 21, 195J 

I tb1n4 there are two ldnds of reformed Judaism toda:r 
and that itl. actuall;r a heaJ.~ state of affairs. 'EIIe old 
classical pattern 1s evidenced 0Illl" vben that particolar 
group is satisfied vi tb tbis pattern. It clmlges as the 
nature Of the group cllulges and thus in botb instances it 
sstisf;r __ • of the particular COngleptlon. I don't 
think it is neoeaear;r to we "'V" eftort at bridgiDg the 
gaps as _sa cilulges should be produced wltb1n the individual 
congregation according to its own attltnde. 

I am very happy that "'the reformed movement is progress-
ing as indicated in the tbird point and hope that it continues 
in this trend. I believe that Jetorm should continue to broaden 
its goal.s so as to serve more of -t.be unaffiliated Jewish people. 
In that respect I would welcome a'tevia1011 of the reformed 
prayer book with more of tbe "amldah" included. 

I am not capable of commenting on 116 as I do not know the 
comparative stx:ength of the sobool in New York~ Along the same 
line I am not capable of evaluating point 7. 



Temple Beth .. El 
ULRICK B. STEUER, R ..... 

SB20 HOHMAN AV!tNua 

HAMMOND. INDIANA 
TIlLI:P'HONI:: SHa"F'IIE.t.D 3754 

1101 21. 1958 

Rabb1 Rarbert II. rr1_n 
2419 S. ][0.004 Bl'fd. 
IIU,,'-' 11, IIi_min 

Dear Colleague; 

n. pre"ure ot • ...,ut. whioh al.~ aooCllllpanie. t;M, 0108111& 
of the T-.ple '."011 hu pr..,.nte4 _ he. rCl.poDdiDc to ,.our taTOr 
or 1101 8 100" Faaptly. B_ toclq I _ iA no _1t1on to 40 jwot1 ... 
to _ ql»n1ou .... 1oh )''''' 110. .. ra1a~1 .... 11: _. b ,or. to deal 
... "" lIr1.rl)' with .0_ <I ~o poiDta wb.l.ah )'OU 110. ... toaah~. 
1. It 10 01lnowo th.t thO" are two 1Ilt..-pretetiom ot Ret01'll Juda-

1_ in .a.-rlo .. todIIJ; it ill juct .. obri.o_ to ... , hoftwr, that 
0_ o~ tile •• two wrhioh U,D' to oall itaeU the 'ow.ioal t ODe 

10 now on tho 4.t •• he em 10 4 •• t1m4 to .la:r an • ....-.. aller 
role ill our ao .... t. 

2. Bel.nr; aJ\I'th1n&"oat a 11111_ per.o" II)' 411_1tl ..... I o.,,)'at 
•• e DO other .olution tor 0UI" probl. than the dilappearanoe ot 
ODe ot the .., l.et1om. 

3. I do teel ~at tho Retora a_",,1II; ahCNl4 oontw.. 1t. pre.ent 
tron4e. 

4. I t •• l that tho pro •• nt tAn4. an lar",l)' inhor.nt lJl tho 001-
1lIIiIwI Plattora. 

6. 1 .. oppo.!:Dc the ola •• loa! pattern ...... "' •• in -;r O,1niOD, it 
_. tor a narrow em r1cid oooto.rlo:lo!a. 

S. 1Iithout -lJ>f; taailiar with ~. baotv0an4 ot _ "_ doo1010Jl 
ot tho aoar4 ot Gan1'llOl'O, I .. _l_d to think that a otro", 
.oboo1 iA lin York C 1t)' would bo "",at laportant tor tho toturo 
a. ... loplllat ot our •• v .. n. 

T. I .. hopeful that tho C.CoA.R. wUl tind wqo to 0_ to &Jl und.,... 
It-m1 D<< With the BOrrari ot Goft1'DDI"I 110 that the "oeDt deol.ioll 
a,. be r .... lIod. 

1Iith peroonal ",oatl.np, I .. 

Si,noerely JOur., 

~~. 
1Jlr:1olc B. Sto ... r 

UBS.dl 
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CONGREGAT 1 0N 

Beth ba-T cphila 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
2419 Eas t Kenwood Blvd . 
Milwaukee 11 , Wisc . 

My dear Herbert Friedman: 

RAbbi Sid.., Ii U'K", A . •• '" "'. S. T. D. 

V'lshmJk, N OI.TH CAtOLlNA 

May 19. 195) 

Your letter of }fay 8th to hand , in which you ask t'or inform­
ation regarding some of your questions, especially those per­
taining to 'The state of the Reform Movemen t ', etc . 

With ret'erence to 

(1) I am 1n a quandary. I t'ind 1t most dlt'ficult to list 
the kind of Reform Judais~ we have 1n America today. 

(2) It is hard to believe that there are only two approaches 
to Reform JUdaism manifesting themeelves . You list the 
'classical pattern' and the 'broader approach'. To me, 
thia BO called 'br oader approach' represents Bo~ethlng 
most displeasing to me and far from labeling it 'broader 
approach', I believe some other designatlon would be more 
appropriate . There are others who feel as I do and I do 
not believe 1t i8 possible to square one l s opinions and 
feellngs with what is going on. I should hate to say 
that the cleavages are unbr1dgeable , but what is happening 
in Reform 1s far from anyth1ng that would have been appeal­
lng to me 25 years ago . 

() I believe the Reform Movement is Justified in addlng 
oer emonialism, but here again, what 1s happening in some 
of our Congregations represents in a more or less spirit 
doing what the Joneses do 1n order to satisfy the whims 
of the Congregation . Yes, I believe a great lnteneifi­
oation of eduoation 1s neoessary . 

With reference to (C) of No . 3, I have always been one 
who has maintained a sympathetic concern for the State of 
Israel . This I represented even before the State was 

~ 
CO.ITI "Ctl"-' 

.'1'" II 
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established, although I must add that I was never either a 
rabid or fanatical Zionist . However, I cannot help but feel 
that Judaism is Buffering because of the emphas1s that has 
been plaoed upon the state of Israel, and organizat1ons l1ke 
Radassah have come to mean more 1n the lives of the people 
than the Sisterhood which s~rives to build religion, or the 
House of WorShip itself. 

With reference to (D) of No.3, I feel we should identify 
oureelves with ~he totality of the Jewish people, but here 
agaln, too many ot our rabbis in the Reform Group, as well 
ae our laiety have no idea of what this meane . 

4. l~y ansl·rer to that question is emphatically 'yes'. 

5. I do believe our l,"ovement should be for the unaffiliated and 
drifting as well as the aff1liated. 

6. I am not so sure that a stronger achaol in ~ew York 1s going 
to work the wonders conceived by the Eoard of Governors . 

7 . I believe that one school will be much better than the present 
set-up. Somehow or other we are adding difficulty to diffi­
culty and I know that the men and wemen who go to branch schools 
of a main inst1tut ion do not feel quite as loyal nor are they 
influenced in the same way as they would be were they to go to 
the main inst1tution. 

I am elad you are prepar~g auch a paper for I envisioned quite a 
d1BcllBslon at the forthcoming Conference . 

With all good greetings to you until we meet . 

Fraternally, 

ey E . Unge 

SEU: jw 
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Rabbi Herbert .l'r1.ecma.a. 
2419 ~. Ienwood BDYd., 
Milwaukee 11, Wise. 

near Herb, 

T1.8e out Cre. a beotio 8ou4a.1e to aIlS1Nr your 
i.nquu-y about t1w .ute ot tIM Rat ......... _Dt &ad alao 
tha ..J,I." 1 100/11: torwar4 to IMarbc ,.. parti.oi.pat. i.a 
the ar-P0ai. .... 4 tIM 4i.ao ... 10. •• ~ '-'Joct ·st.t • • t 
The .eCer. ",...nt, it. P.b1.1e .. pby aDd it. X.stitut1.oa.· 
at t~ oonCereDoe 1.a K.t •• Park. 

To aasver 1.. order oC your inquiry: 

1) I 40 bo1io ... tbat thoro are two kinds ot 
Ro'ora Jadob. ia .&aerioa to-da,. •• 1,. ia so tar as 
praotice. aad. casto .. are oODceraed., Ttle diftereat 
Ti.wpo1.nt., be ..... 8r. are IIOt;: reClected 1D the theoloey 
bat only 1.0 custo. and oer..,a,.. 

2) My oongregat1.on 18 a ne. 0 •• , only s1.x years 
old and I baT. been 1t. Rabbi tor the past CiTe ,.ear •• 
The .. lIberahip is by tar oae wbose baokcroun4 ~. 
~at'~1.liated tra~tl0.a1·. _ •• d. I say it take. a creat 
deal ot tl.. to eduoat. th •• 1.. the '.etora VaT' W1th 
the .eoea.ary ed.w.eatJ.oa I thillk the aleayap between tile 
two kinds of' a.tora v~11 ~~niah a. t1... coe. oa, 

)) I belie ... e the a.tora ~Te .. at .bould ooatinue 
its pre.ent tread toward (1) i.ten.lf7~RC edgeatl0. ~tb 
parti.oular .aphasla OD adolt .daoatloD, (2) a ayapath.ti.o 
aonoern tor the stat. ot Xarae1, ()) ~den'lt1oatio. with 
tho totallt,. of the Jowi.ah peoplo, (4) oar coale ehould 
be broaden.d .0 a. to prOTide a place Cor the ~ia4. et 
Jen, aatalliated. aad 4rlCt1Dc, vad.er tbe '.eCora Roof", 
without aurreaderiac. howenr. tbe baa1. tor a .L1.beral 
Ju4&1... X bel1.e.e. aot oaly a. a J.I.R. cradaat •• but 
as a Rabbi •• rTinC 010.. to ... York, that a wroDe has 
beeD 40D. to ODr ~ •••• at by the ' ••• Plan' of tbe Board 
of Go ... eraora. A. atroac acbool 1.a ... York: i. neoe.aary 
1t oar ~T ... at 1s to crow her •• 

a ~<>t ~ Co-n~'\.e9~ 
tv.~nted ..;,u, u,~ UM.o.. ..t (].e'IM:", ~~ Co-n9"O<l~~ 
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The propos.d plan 1s aar.all.~10. Take thre • 
• xa~l.s. all really one: When i was a Junior at the 
Institute, the call 0". in for thr •• Rabbi. to •• ry. 
Roslyn, 1Il •• t and Lara_at. Rabbi Scboter .ent to 
Larob.ont, Rabbi BauCard. •• at to BIW)at and. .I 0'" to 
Roslyn and :1D these positio •• w. baTe r __ 1aect ..... Dot 
the Union, broucht the.e ooncrecation. tato the aetor. 
...... ot. the pattern bas not ohanged and. wl1l Dot l'or 
the next twenty years .s Lone Island. and. Vestob.ater 
ooat1Dae to crow and n." ooacreca.tlons are 1'or..d.. The 
abam oe of' studeats 18 We .. York rill ~lr our ..o .. 8_at 
here. 

Without the _a en the spot 1n •• w York, oar 
trl8n4a at the Seuaa<7 will ha ye a tl8ld day, as they 
no doubt, are a.1ready luI:ri.... 1'Iae J. I.R. 1s be1.ac 
reduoed to a preparation 80boo1 .Moh 1e oontrary to the 
underat •• e1iae uDder wbioh the _rear was orlclaally 
entered lato, It .a111fi.. t~ oentral ,-rpo •• 1'or 
wbdch the J.I.R. was e.ta~11.he4 - .. ~ly to .tudy aad 
be ordained in We. York. 

R .. <UJoC 10he proposed plan by the Boanl of 
Goy.raor •• there are DOt _OUCh _n in the • ..., York 
50ho01. -.ny 1D the Sop __ re ola •• are already .err1.nc 
a_ oo ..... caU ••• aad the .... po.ed aiz10h year 18 ._ York 
would not re .. 4y the .itDatloa. 

I .. sure the repl1.es to pe1;at aumer ..... D 

la your letter cou14 k.ep you busy tor a year. .. DDtll 
the Coat'ereaoe 

Slaoerely your. 

~.:) 
.&LYAll RuB 

AR.dCh, 
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JULIAN • • I'llI.ELNAH. M. A •• PH. D •• 1.1.. D . 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman, 
2L19 E. Kenwood Blvd., 
ltilwaukee ll, Wisconsin. 

Dear Herbert : 

J.!ay 19, 195J 

I have your mimeographed letter of May 8th in which you ask for 
information as well as well as answers to seven questions regarding your par­
ticipation in the C. e .A.R. section on the State of the Refom Movement - Its 
Philosophy and Institutions . 

I frankly cannot see where the merger plan recently adopted by the 
Board of Governors would have aTf:f place in this discussion as a part of your paper 
on the Goals of the Reform l!ovement . 

I can understand tce :reference to your own views naturally, but since 
you are good enough to ask for counsel and advice, 1 feel that it would be out of 
order and inappropriate to bring up the question of the o.er ger as a primary part 
of your paper. The overwhelming majority of the Board of Governors approved this 
plan of the merger mowing f\J.1J. 'Well that changes might have to be made, but t.he 
principle poiilt is that ~r five years it is high time that we actually .merged 
our colleges . Details and plans can- always evolve and mistakes can always be 
corrected. 

I hardly .feel that the floor oI the Conf'erence is the place lfhere 
either corrections or evolvements ·would come out and I am strongly opposed to a 
discussion of the matter lIhidl) is primarily the concern and prerogative of the 
Board of Governors . 

NoW to your questions : 

1 . I don I t believe that there are two kinds of Reform Judaism in America today 
because we cannot delimit nor define a movement which allows every Congregation 
to be autonomd and independent . There may be more than two kinds . The trend 
does seem to be getting aw~ from the classical pattern, however, with the re­
installation of cereoonials . 

2. I donlt believe that differences in Reform are necessarily cleavages . Where 
you have freedom and independence, it is not necessRrJ to have uniformity. Since 
we have no authoritative overbcdy - as such - the spirit of independence is hig~ 
desirable . Tbere are soce ceremonials I like and others I don lt like . There are 
some Congregations which favor one thing and some favor other things, or even 
nothing. I would not want the Eastern Congregations to legislate for me, nor 
would I expect to impose my requirements on them. If we want a unif'omity or a 
code of practice that might be merely a pattern or a model , and not necessarily 
a requirement. 



Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman - 2 - May 19, 1953 

3. It seems to me that we should have as much ceremonialism as we can loc~ 
absorb .. 

b) 
0) 

Certainly" lie should have intensified education 
Concern with the state of Israel would depend entirely upon the tenor 
of the individual Congregation and certainly with the Rabbi . 

We have always had some identifica.tion with the Jewish people as a whole . 

4. I think that We ought to feel a certain constancy with earlier pronouncements 
of the Refom move:ment .- That was our 1!agna Carta and Declaration of Independence . 
I .feel,. of course, that there 1!!llst be certain changes and additions made,. but 
that the spirit of the founders cannot necessarily be changed either Qy whims or 
convictions of succeeding generations . What I re1:er to is the spirit of the 
earlier pronounceme~ts . 

5. We should alway,s hon~ the classioal pattern. It ~s our exodu.s £.rom 
Orthodoq,. our affirmation of Liberalism and our declaration of practice. We 
probably cannot allow the past to le~slate for us any more than 1I'e can legislate 
for future generations ,. but I think our attitude ought to be one of eternal 
respect . 

6 and 7. I think it is very obvious that these tivo cpJestions have been inserted 
in tbis otherwise objective Clue~ionnaire, for a purplse wbich I do not believe 
will belp your discussion,. although it may engender a floor discussion Which I 
should consider ill advis~. So far as I know, no one opposes a school in 
New York. The degree of strength which this school should have is ,. however, one 
that can be more fittingly studied by t41e BOard of Governors . I think i:f ques­
tionnaires regarding this are to be sent out , the Boa..'rCl of Governors should do so. 

';';here you say in question 1 that the mergeJ school is very relevant 
to the whole question of Goals of tbe Reform Movenent, you are assuming a sub­
jecti.ve appraisal oi' this which to :m;v way- of thi.nk::iJlg is no ...mere warranted by 
the .facts . 

Of course it might be possibl.e to find dissatisfaction with the 
merger plan, but this has fra.nkl:y nothing to do with the Goals of the Refu rm 
llovement . I think for the time being where these two questions, six and seven, 
are involved, that our pr:iJnar,r and. sole purpose should be to merge 1e College 
and Institute once and .for all and then to expand and adjust the merger to "the 
needs recognized. 

Your use of the phrasing "better t:1ethod of exploiting the value ll is 
badly chosen phrasing. It implies exploitation which I can assure you from. the 
sincerity and devotion of the ConDnittee,. as well as the Board, was completely 
absent . 

With good wishes, I am 

Faithfully yours, 

IJ~4!:~~ 
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24'. II .... T KIINWOOD 80ULI:V ... "D . 
MILWAUKIII: 11 . WISCONSIN STUDY 0,. 

d?aU< d/,.t. .. dI. ~ 

8 ~iay, 1953 

Dear Friend: 

At the forthcoming meeting of the C.C.A.R. at Estes 
Park, there \,1111 be a symposium and d1 seuaslon on the 
subject "The State of the Reform Movement - Its Pllllo­
sophy and Institutions" . A whole evening will be 
devoted to this fundamental l y important question . 

The Institutions 
and Eisendrath. 
be discussed . 

1-1111 be dealt with by Rabbis Glueck 
The merger plan of ths HUC-JIR will 

The Philosophy will be subdivided into three sections -
"Recent H1Btory~ , "Current Trends·, and "Goals of the 
Reform l.ovement" . Rabbi Brickner has done Ir.e the honor 
of inviting me to speak on the Goals. 

I have my o.m vie"s on this vital theme, but would 11ke 
to know the opinions of the members of our Conference . 
Your counsel and advice would enable me to prepare my 
paper more thoroughly . I would appreciate hearing from 
you, briefly or at length , on all or any of the follcming 
questions, which are formulated simply for the sake of 
convenience. This 1s not a poll, involving the calou­
lation of percentages, but a simple effort to take a 
sampling of opinion on a oomplex ideologioal and practioal 
question . 

1. Do you believe that there are two kinde of Reform 
JUdaism in Amerioa today - one repreeenting the 
clas81cal pattern and the other representing the 
broader approach discuss ed at the reoent meeting 
of the UAHC? 

2. If you think the Reform i.ov nt is shO>Ting two 
different lines of evolu onary development, do you 
think these cleavages e bridgeable or not? 

3 . Do you feel that the Reform Movement should continue 
its present trends toward , a) inoreased oeremonialism; 
b) intensified e~ucation; c) sympathetic concern 
with the State of Israel ; d) identification with the 
totality of the Jewish people? , 

~)~v-~~ 
bJ ~ ot-) 0tp 
c.) ~ 0 "'7 
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4. 

6. 

7· 

~~fH. _ 
~~}~ ... ~\ 

Or do you feel that Reform oan best serve its own 
genius by remaining constant to its earlier pro­
nouncements and foroulations? 9~ ,,--~.....,{ 

Should the goals of the Reform Hovement be such as ~. 
to preserve the classical pattern - or should our 
goals be so broadened within ths scope of ths nsw 
trends as to Jrovlde place under the Reform roof 

.for the myriads of Je>rs, unaffiliated and drifting, 
whose Je~:rlsh future may be in our hands? 

Do you thin!t it may be assumed that a much stronger 
SChool in New York than has ourrently been ordered 
by the Board of Governors would help us to achieve 
the winning of the unaffiliated in the world's 
greatest center of Jewish life and population? 

The question of the implementation or the merger 
plan of our schools is very relevant to the whole 
question of goals of the Reform Movement. Ars we 
satlsfled with the merger plan as presented to us 
In the recently distrlbuted mlmeographed outllne? 
Wlll the broadest goals be served by thls plan? Is 
there a better method of exploit1ng the value of 
possess1ng a school with two branches in t,lO sep­
arate c1 ties? 

I realize that these are all large and provocative 
questions. I know that everyone is busy at this season 
of the year with Confirmation, Graduation, etc. But I 
woQld appreciate any Bort of answer, short or lengthy, 
which you feel disposed to formulate. 

:/1 th many thanks I am 

Sincerely yours, 

~\:tA r-w~ 
Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
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Dear Fri_dman: 

WEST END SYNAGOGUE 
CONGREG ... TION Bt-I ...... R ... V T~FIUIo. 

ONE SIXTY WEST EIOHTVSECONO STREET 

NEW VORK 24, N. Y. 

BERNARD ...I. BAMBERGER, D.O., R ..... I 

lIay .1.8, 1653. 

This is in reply to your letter of Kay 8. Instead 
of answering your questions in order, let me malte the following 
state:ilsnt: 

I do not understa.nd the relationship you a.ssume between the 
ideologioal matters mentioned in your first five questions and 
the new plan for the HUC-JIR. !lot that the future of our seminary 
is not il!\Portant; but ths problems involved are predominantly 
praotioal. They oonoern on the one hand _tters of budget and 
a ri..,.' atration, on the other, the need for .. atrong liberal 
aefmina.ry in I .... York and for student Rabb1a to aerve the 
ne. Reform oongregations of the arM. fo OOIIIPl1O&~e this a.J.ready 
diffioult problem by introducing theoretloa.l iesuea that are 
not involv<>d 1e not, to my mind, going to help at all. 

Now as to the philosophy of Refor",. It s.""'s to De that the 
analysis ~p11ed 1n your questions is an over-simPllf10ation 
whioh oannot lead to very frultful results. I do not believe 
that ttlere are two kinde of Reform Judaism in America today. 
Our congregatlons, RabbiS, and laymen present a very great 
range of divergence. A Pr _sentatlon to Reform Rabbis--who ar e 
qui te aware of wbat you havs in mind by your twofold division-­
ought to go a little deeper. What 1s this ol&8sice.l pattern of 
Reform to which you allude? Certainly Isaao II . lise and navid 
Einhorn, Willis I. Freedmen and his classmate W1l1iam Roeena.u, 
Emil Q. Hirsoh and lIax HeUer (to menti on only sCllle who are no 
longer Hwing) did not have identioal atti tudes toward the 1t9lll8 
listed 1n your quest~on 3. 

Let me polnt out that the servloe of Tample Dnanuel, New York, .&8 
always far more traditional ln style than that of the Free Synagog 
1n the great Carnegie Hall days. Or agaln, a famous Z10nist who 
11ked nothing better than to abuse hiB opponents as aBs1m1lat1oniets 
performed marriages on Shabbos for trlv1al reaeons, whereas the 
classloal Reformers would not. Some of the old anti-ZiOnist 
oongregations had a etrong pro- Hebraio and oeremonial orientation •• 
and vioe versa. 

Your question fl ve 1s partlcularly unolear. I do not know what 
you mean by broadening goale. unlese you mean to suggest that 
the Obj ect of sarl1er Reform was to keep peoPle III" away trom the 
Reform synagogue. That such things happened 1n certain places ls 
true, but that was because of so01al snobbery, not ldeology. 
If you mean 'changing methods' whsn you say 'broadening goals', 
an anSWer beoomes poeslble. But lt must be approached far more 
oritioally tban some of our enthusiasts eeem to think. 
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WEST ENO 5YNAGCJGUE 
CONOREBATION SHAARAY TEF"ILA 

ONE SIXTY WEST EIGHTY SECOND STREET 

NEW YORK 24, N. Y. 

8£RNARD J. BAMBERGER, D. D . , R•ea1 

Before I give this answer, let me remark tha.t I am a Reform Jew 
tor several genera.tione, and tha.t I grew uP in a Reform congrega­
tion whez e ant1-z1onism was combined 1f1 th a strong t!a.di t1onal.1m:i, 
love of Jewish learning, and identification r.1 th world JfSflrY .. 
I believe in all thzee of these positive values, plus a s}'DlPathetio 
cone ern tor the S'tat e ot I ere.el. But I do not bell eve that all 
oerec.onial.181.ll is good. I am not happy a.bout the return of the 
Bar 0-ivah, because it represents not a return to tradi tiona.l 
Jertab Piety, but {in J.axge measuxe) a surrender to a. most unba.PPY 
eooial pattern. If you:r question 5 means: let•a give potential 
customers anything they wa.nt in exchange for affiliation •1th 
the UAHC., I am against 1 t. I do not believe that Reform means 
e1 tber tbe reduction of ceremony to a bare and abilly minimum, 
nor per oon:tra tha.t 1 t means meeting tb'e oompeti tion of the 
Conservatives by offe~ing whatever they offer, only a little more 
cheaply. I am all for enrioh1ng Jewish ed.Uoat1on, out I question 
whether much has been added! by :tea.obing kids a !ew Palestinian 
folk songs, to whiob 1nc1dentally I haven't the slightest objection. 

I do not find any reference in your questions to •tftu theology, 
soo1aJ. 1'.dea.lism, or personal piety--items that have played 1n 
tlle pa.et a s1gilii'i oant role in Reform JudaJ.em. My 1mprese1on is 
tha.t the Ull81'f1liated and drifting muat be reaohed by these 
~t1rwcla values, and not by a Willingness to smash crook.ary at 
weddings. 

~~ "htc f ~ ,-..J. d -~- kr-
9 rf-~ ar ~ "ll'.lr-. ~ /f'r-

_-0 -4 y(;~ ~~ ~/ ~ . 

aJ ~~I>'~ r 4.~"' 
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Dear Fr1 edman: 

WEST END SYNAGOGUE 
CDNOREOATION SI'1AARAY TE,.ILA 

ONE SIXTY WEST EIGHTY SECOND STREET 

NEW YORK 24. N. Y. 

BERNARD.,I. B .... MBERGER. D. D •• A ..... ' 

June 1, 1953. 

iihen I answered your inquiry a week or 60 baok, Uiost 
of my letter was oonoerned with theoretical quest10ns. I tried to 
suggest that a s1mple sonematization of Reform JudaiSM into two 
trends, one ·clase1cn, negative and aesim11at1onist, and the oth er 
positive, creat1ve, and Z10nist, does not do justice to the com­
plexities of the facts. Rather briefly, I expressed my opinion 
that the propos ed plan for integrating ths work of the two Rabbinioal 
schools ought to be disouesed entirely ..,art from philosophies of 
Reform Judai .... 

I take the li buty of writing again beoause this praotioal issue 
has oome so very muoh to the for e. The BY Federation of leform 
Synagogues and the Assooiation of leform Rabb1s have both adopted 
resolutions urging the Board of Governors to defer implementation 
of the ne. plan until there has bean an opportunity for those 
interested to submit suggeations for modifYing 1 t. The Association 
adopted its resolution Wi th but a single dissenting vots; that of 
the Federation W&8 adopted unanimoualy atter Dr. Glueok had defended 
the plan 1n a lengthy and V1g0r~ address. These votes, obviously, 
indioate that neither ideologie or inatitutional 10yalt1es .ere 
the only oonsideration. They m this: Reform Judaism has been 
making progress 1n this area, where the great poseib11ities for 
growth are to be found; and .e are fearful that the new plan might 
prevent the oontinuation of this Progress. Of course, individuals 
undoubtedly had other mot1vat10ns; but thie practical oons1derat10n 
alone accounts for the virtual unanimi ty. 

! p ersonally would 11ke to ses the CeAR take a eimilar stand. Ob­
viously I have no r1ght to make assumpt10n. a. to what you plan to 
say, nor to try to tell you what you should or should not include 
in your pres entation. But I hope you .111 consider my OPinion 
for >7hat it i. worth, namely: that if the Collegrlnst1-ru t e probl ... 
ie presented &8 an outburst of emot10nal 10nJ.ty by graduates of 
the New York school, or if 1t is tangled UP w1th 1deologioal 
oonsiderations which to my mind are irr elevant, we will not see at 
Estes Park the praotical nnan1m i ty we have achieved here. If 
t h e eeAR 1s sbarply div1ded, the 11kelihood of ach1eving any 
ooncrete results will certainly be reduced. 

You w1l1 of COurse be guided in the laet analysis by your own 
conecience. But I trust you will not take these comments amiss. 

S1noere1y your., 



'l'I3UPHON.E: TEANEOt &18J1 How. PHON.E: TEANECII: &7679 

BERGEN COUNTY REFORM TEMPLE 
687 LuQl AVENUE 

Rabbi Herbert Frie~man 
2419 E. KeD'lloo~ Blv~. 
1!11waw<ee 11, Wis. 

Dear Herb: 

TEANEO<, N. J. 

JACOB LAmz. RAbbi 

lIay 18, 1953 

A tew wor~s in reply to your q ..... tionnaire ot May 6th, 
..,ic h I hope will be ot help in preparing your paper tor 
the convention. 1!y anewers toll OW in chronological or~er. 

1. I do believe that .here are two Unde ot Reform Jlldaism 
in America today. The aJ e which is referred to as classical, 
I personally classity the adherenoe to this approach as 
escapist Jews, VIla Dot having the courage, or having found 
it impractical to move into Christianity, have tllrned to 
Judai.m andJPJ5k a minim\lm Jlldaism to .erve as a .alve for 
what little,~olilcience they have lett. The other kind ot 
Reform J~da1sm, namel¥, the one being promulgated by the 
YOllDger generatiaJ of Rabbi. anel by the influx of 0Ilr brethren 
with emotional attachment to some traditional Judaism, i. on 
the rise within the Reform movement. These I claesify as the 
honest Jew searching for a positive and maximum Judaism to 
blend with American cuJ.ture and environment. 

2. The.e cleavage. in the Retorm movement, I believe to be 
bridgable, if the rabbis take a more firm stand in introducing 
the higher goal. ot Ollr religion. 

3. I believe that the Reform movement should continue its 
present trend towards a, b, 0, d. 

4. To this, my answer is No. 

o. The Retorm movement shollld be broadened to inclllde any 
and all Jews, whatever their backgrollDd. 

6. I was present nn the 13th at the meeting held at Rabbi 
Klein's stlldy, and I feel strongly with those present that 
the New York SChool mllOt not be sllbmerged with Ci nCinnati, 
bllt rather everything possible shollld be done to create a 
milch stronger school in New York. (This tho I hope to move 
Ollt of the metropolitan area and go to the Uiddle West or 
SOllth) . 

7. I am not satisfied with the merger plan. I feel that 
Retorm Jlldeiem is being retarded in it. efforte to beoome 
the American Jlldalsm. I feel that the gcals of Retorm 
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Judaism shoule!. be expane!.ee!., rat her than e!.iminishee!.. I 
am sure that , he committee appo1ntee!. at the meeting on 
the 13th will come ~p with a better plan for maintaining 
two schools to f~her the goals of Judaism. 

Sorry that I won't have the plaas~e to greet yo~ 
at the Convention, b~t am confident that yo~ and others 
like yo~ will, with God's help. win a victory in negat1ng 
t he latest merger plan. 

I hope this w1ll be usefu.l in preparing yo= paper. 
which I am s~ will be an excellent one. 

With best wishes far a Happy Shav~oth, I am 

Sinoerely, 

g.~", of'~ 
U!abbi Jac ob Lantz () 



2.18 It ... ST KI:NWOOD .OULE ...... RD , 

MILW ... UKEE 11 , WISC::ONSIN 
STUDY 01" 

8 }is.y, 1953 

Dear Friend: 

At the forthcoming meeting of the C.C.A.R. at Estes 
Park, there "'ill be a symposium and di BcuBsion on the 
Subjeot "The State of the Reform Movement - Its Philo­
sophy and Institutions'. A whole evening will be 
devoted to this fundamentally important question. 

The Institutions 
and Eisendrath. 
be discussed. 

,.,ill be dealt with by Rabbis Glueok 
The merger plan of the HUC-JIR will 

The Philosophy will be subd1vided 1nto three sections -
"Recent History', uCurrent Trends", and "Goals of the 
Reform lLovement'. Rabbi Brickner haa done lIe the honor 
of lnv1ti~ me to speak on the Goals. 

I have my o.m v1ews on th1s vital theme, but would like 
to know the opinions of the members of our Conferenoe. 
Your counsel and advioe ... ,ould enable me to prepare my 
paper more thoroughly. I would appreCiate hearing from 
you, briefly or at length, on all or any of the rollo,.,ing 
quest1ons, wh1ch are formulated simply for the sake of 
convenienoe. This is not a poll, involving the calou­
lation of percentages, but a simple effort to take a 
sampling of opinion on a oomplex ideolog1cal and practical 
question. 

1. Do you believs that there are two kinds of Reform 
Judaism in America today - one representing the 
claSSical pattern and the other representing the 
broader discussed at the reoent meeting 
of the S 

2. ~~f~~~~~~~~~ two (j) 'JPJ , do y0'7', 'I . 
t'2j'0t? -& ? 

3. Do you feel that the Reform Movement should continue 
its present trends toward, a) incrsased oeremon1alism; 
b) intenSified education; 0) sympathetic ooncern 
>lith the State of Israel; d) identif1cation with the 
totality of the Jewish people? ~~(';>I,pJ 

d- ) I 
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5. 

6. 

7, 

Or do you feel that aefdt'1!! can best serve its o.rn 
genius by remaining constant to its earlier pro­
nouncements and fOrmul~;\OnS? ~ 

Slllw1 d tJ;u: lOws of th~fgl!lIl .lIO"¥¥'''t lJeJuch as I. l1t-c 
tAyreserve iliA oj assi eEl p;tif;nBbr AhOllld OlP' V 
goals be SO broadened Wi~~l~ ~~; ~~p~ ~f the new I') , 
trends ai to provide plane~r~ roof ~ \lOJ 
f9r the myriads of Jews. unartl11ated and drifting, I'~ ­
wnose Je~li Bh future mal bg,J-n onr :RaREiS"4 

Do you think it may be assumed that a much stronger 
SChool in Ne'\1 York than has currently been ordered 
by the Board of Governors would help us to aohieVe! 
the winning of the unaffiliated in the world IS 'f 5 
greatest center of JewiBh life and population? 

The question of the implementat10n of the merger 
plan or our schools 1s very relevant to the whole 
question of goals of the Reform Movement. Are we 
satisfied with the merger plan as presented to us 
in the recently distributed mimeographed outline? 
Will the broadest goals be served by this plan? Is 
there a better method of exploiting the value of 
possessing a sohool with two branches in t>ro sep­
arate cities? 

7 
, 

I realize that these are all large and provocative 
questions .. I knolT that everyone 1s busy at this seaBon 
of the year ~th Conf1rmation, Graduation, etc. But I 
would appreciate any Bort of answer, short or lengthy, 
which you feel disposed to formulate. 

',Ii th many thanks I am 

Sincerely yours, 

~\.-t A· (.w~ 
Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 

HAF/ms 
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14:5 Hillside Cirole, 
Bast a.dsden, .n.h .... 
Kay 18, 1953. 

R.bbi Herbert 4. l!'1'1odllan, 
COngreg.tion J!luD/.n B'ne YoahUl'Wl, 
2419 Bast Kenwood BouleTard, 
1I1l-.0 11, Wisconsin. 

Dear Rabbi J'riodman: 

:In reply to :roar q1I8atiou resC'4ins tb8 IIJQOd_ IIJld disOUllsion 
on -The state or tho Retoa lIo_ont- ns PIl1l0a0pll:f and 
:Institutions,- speoUioally ~ Goal.,- 1 1I18h to gin ~ 
opinions .. i", .. toll ... : 

1. Yo., but 1 he81tete to oall tho other, 41t'tor1nc trCIII tho 01 ... 1.0, 
tho broader rather than tho nano .. r 1II1tU 1 ImOIII the tall 
enent or tho ven4 to .... d oer..on1.al •• 

2. Whether thoso different lino. or cloa'hg8. are brideg.blo 
deponds-on tho enont, ato. •• e1;a1;ed U 1.· 

3. •• Yo., but DOt too tez towed coremoJli.es. 
b. Yn. 110 nead uton.sUied education. particulary or ohildrsn. 
c. n., with the realization that CIII1' pr1aey ooncern 1. • 

• d3ustment to AIler1can lUo. 
d. ns, proTidod tho totality or tb8 Jewish paopl.e aake 

re.sonable conoessions to our pouts or Ti ... and denlopmont • 

4.. Not without SCIIIO degree ot 1IOrs conorete cer-onies whi.oh 
_ ral1gion real tor chUdren oepeo1ally. 

5. 1I'e should tr:r to offer rel1.g1OW1 contant and gu1.danoe 1;0 tho 
unaffili.ted and 4rUtlDg tor reaoon.s or salt-uterest .s 11011 
ao theu 1Itol1'are, tor BUch • group is • retleotlon on all or 
Jewish lUe. 

5. 1 do not lmo1I enough .bout the rel.tionship. or B.U. C. and ;r.l oR. 
to offer an opinion on this question • 

.,. Bale .bsenoe or opinion tor •• e re.son ao u qUestion 5. 

~:c. . 
Bowed L. :fineberg, ~ 

R.bbi or Congregation Beth r .... l. 
a.dsdon, U.b .... , 



B'NAl ZION CONGREGATION 

DAVID LI:I""OWITL .JR· 
II ..... ' 

Dear Colleag ... : 

802 COTTON STREET 

SHllEVEPDRT 6. LA. 

I!q 14, 1953. 

Your lliMogra:!i>od letter of I!q 8th 10 at hand and, 1naaIo:h as I do not expect 
to attand the CCAR thlo year, I .. &Dowering ~ur lottar ae you requeet. I do 
not know what, it &nT value 11111 be placed upon tho _1'8 that I gin. All 
I eon NT is that th.y repro .. at vOr)' deop aod ab1ding conviction with _. I 
think that you lIIIould know .. I _r tbe .. quoot1oaa, I did not. attand the 
U.\I£ .eting, bUt. .. w1!. dl.d _ brought. "- a eollpleto t.ran.cript ot t.ho pr0-

ceedings lIb1.b I etucl1ed moot caretully. 

To answer your 1IQ88Uon.JI therefore, let UII begin: 

1. I do bell.n that two IdDdo ot I18to .. .Ind.' .. are devaloping 
in aerica todq or rather, that. I18to .. Jud&1_ 1& ...... loping 

r. int.o two groupe, one representing the elaesical patt.rn and 
the othsr roprooontin8 t.he lroader approach discus.sd at tho 
UAHC •• ting. 

2. I beli .... that it is st1ll possible to .... a bridge between 
tho two expre.sions ot Rotol'll JudIi_ but. that 1t will not he 
possible it pre •• at polici •• of t.be h1erarchy are aainta1ned. 

3. I beli .... that the Rofora __ should continuo its intereet 
in devaloping a better _thod of religious educat1on. I .. not 
interested in increased ceremoniali_, a.lthou.gh ot course I _ 
and always will he 1nt.rootod 1n .mat happens to t.ho stat. of 

Israel aod to the J.wish people tbllOughout. the world. 

4. I definitely f •• l that Rofol'll can best .. ,.... 1ts 0,", g.nius by 
remaining true to tho greet spirits that gan 1t h1rth. 

S. It he. long boon lIlT conviction that the Rafo ..... v .... t wae 
drifting toofer a1Ol)' from the class1cal pattam. 

6. I lUI not too wall 1ofo,.ed in th1s qu.stion to givo 1t t.he 
serious answr t.bat it deserves. 

7. See 110. 6 above. 

Of cour .. , ~u reali •• that in th1a particulor part or the countr)' we are not 
touched by lUll)' of th. tronda that arfect our brethren and colleagues in the 
la",er •• ntars. I oarneetly aod honestly f.al, however, that tbe people in 
the 8II&ll.er cODIIDunit18e and in the south are not noY and v1.ll never be i..ut.erested. 
in tho tYPOl of Roto", Judais. toword whicb our prosent leadoroh1p ..... d.ter­
.!ned to lead us. 

With Shavucs Greeting', I .. 

Rabh1 Herbort A. Fri.cIma:n 
_ Ja..L!I&'''\ree. Vilconain• 
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Rabbi .Herbert A. Friedman 
Cong. ~-El B •ne Jeshurun 
2419 E. KemTood Blvd. 
WJ.vraukee ll, Wis. 

Dear Colleague: 

June 5, 1953 

'!he following represents nzy- answers to the questions on current trends 
in Bef'orm Judaism you posed recently. T'ne responses .follow the order 
of the queries. 

1. There is one predominant, though not necessa.rl:cy superordinate, type 
o:r Reform Judajsm, another adhered to by a S?nall but pO'l'f9rtul ni.llority, 
and several subtypes. 1he firSt is showing definite reversions to 0con­
servatismn, both ritually and doctrinaJ1y, some of which are Reconstruc­
ticnist. The second pattern is being pol.arlzed bt such a group as the 
A.nerican Council for Judaism.. It maz 'be regarded as a modification of 
the so-called "classical" pattern. 1he subt.fPeS are generally "in-betweens". 

2. Yes, there are at least two mjor trend:s of devel.Opment in Re£orm 
Juda.ism toda;r. In the current; stage of development, the cleavages between 
them do not seem reconcilable. 

3. (a) Depends on tlie variety: of ceremonia.lism and whether it serves 
social and Jewish endB and does not become an end in itself. 
(b) Generally, yes, bttt also deperids on miether the education is realistic 
and rational and not sentililental and chauvinistic. 
(c) Yes, but al.so ~n criticism o! its theocracy, its political and 
international. opportunism (lrllere it exists} and its social injustices 
(whenever they occur). The state at Israe1 is not a sacrosanct entity. 
To supoort its sel.:f-<iete:mina.tion and independence is not to be equated 
w.ith an approval of the policies of its ruling and other elements. 
(d) Generally, yes, bnt this does not denote approval of the deeds and 
utterances or those who claim to represent Jewry. 

4. There is no one-to-one ansrrer. Parts of the earlier philosophy should 
be :retained, but with modifications since life does not stand still; parts 
should be completely overha.u.led; and Darts shJZ..llld be con;>letely :renounced. 
E. g., the doctrine o~ a developmental revea.tion should be retained; 
the 1'Ltission Idea" shouJ.d be renounced; the earlier, imitative ceremon:J..ali am 
should undergo modifications. £ty" the Tra.Y, l'lbat is Re.f.'o:rm•s "Ollll geniusn? 

$. Since lif'e is divnami.c, Re!on:t must inevitably undergo changes if it is 
to survive. Moreover, while the cbal:lges should not be ma.de for their own 
sake, they lIID.St be made relative to the situation in llhich Janish a'nd general 
life proceeds. And, again, while the changes I:IUBt occur within a cont:imum, 
they IIIllSt be of a nature to attract an infilIX from 11the JitVTiads o£ Jewstt 
you refer to. othernise,, since Reform JEfllB are a;>parently" not reproducing 
themselves, Reform Judaism l'd.ll die 0£ attrition. 
Note should, however, blJ taken of the apparent fact that much of the mobility 
!'rom other branches o~ Judaism or from t.he :ana.f'filiated to Refom bas assumed 
the character of social cJimhing rat.lier than than 0£ sincere rellg:iou.s or 
A ideological n conviction .. 
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6. I am neither a prophet nor the son of a prophet. But it seems evident 
that i:t Jmra in the largest Jeni.sa cent.r in the worJLd are to be attracted 
in larger numbers than heretofore to Reform Judaisa, more potent sti:rauli 
mnst be provided. A stronger se1lool alone might not accol!lplish the purpose; 
but it might be a contributing factor. 

7. I object to the irtpleoantation of t.he :oerger as recentl.,v announced. 
I ad~te the retention of both schools. intact,for the ordination of Ra.bbi.s 
and the training of scholan, et cetera. N<m York as the cantei". o£ Aceri.Can 
Jrmr;r should not be cut down tO:Less than size v.l.tli resaect to HJ3.form 
Judaism. Cineinnati as the irell-spring o£ Rei'orm Judai.Sl!l in Ju;;erlca and 
Tlith the Blllendid ~~litiea 01' the H. u. c •• as well &3 the fact that it 
is representative o.t the midiiest and :its Jewish popul.ation, shoul..d not orily 
be preserved to eJmanded, 

Ya.n¥ good 1dshea for the ~ you are uriderta}dng. 
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Rabbi Herbert A. Fri edman 
Con~gation Emanu El BINe Jeshurun 
2419 Eas t Kenwood Boulevard 
Mil .... aukee 11, Wiscons in 

Dear CoU eap: 

I have your letter 01: M~y 8th and would reply t o it briefly. 

I t was apparent at the l ast session oI th~ Union of ~rlcan 
Hebrew Cong~gations in Convent ion aSsPmbled that there are at 
least two kinds of Ref orm Judaism in Acerica today. The reforms 
which many of us are trying to effect in our Reform congregations 
is not supported but is rather ~jpcted by some, eTen though few, 
members of our congI'legat1ons tfflO remen:ber tormer days and fortle r 
practices or lack of them. Some of these "reforms" &l"P in reality 
new innovations whil<e' , frequently, they .are reint roductions of old, 
formerly ignored, cer emonies . The br idge bet ween the two 1s not 
incapable of bP;ing built but I think DIOst of us are , thought.lessl y , 
turning our eyes away trom those 'Who in former t1.mes were the only 
Reform Jews. I think we owe them an obligation, if only the obliga­
t i on of t.rying continually to influence them positively to an appre­
ciation of what we are trying to do. 

With reference to those questions that deal with the plan adopted 
by the Board of Governors of the HUC-Jm, I have the feeling that 
these questions have littl e pertinence to the subject of the goals 
of Reform Judaism. Dr. Glueck explained the present s i tuati ,on 
clear ly at the infol'l:aal luncheon held at Temple El!1allu El during the 
r ecent UAHC Conventi on. If thpre are those who would want to diseuse 
the matt-r at the CeAR Conventi on, I think full opportunity should be 
given for that purpose . But that question should be handles directly. 
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Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
Page 2 
May 13. 1953 

and not obliquely or by inference as derivat i ve from some other matter. 

Looking forward to seeing you at Estes Park, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

idney II. fkant. 
Rabbi J Co gation Ahavath Chased 

SJ.lL:prb 

• t 
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Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
Congregation Emanu-El B'ne Jeshurun 
2419 East Kenwood Blvd. 
Milwaukee 11, Wis. 

Dear Colleague: 

May 
12 
1953 

Replying to your letter of May 8th and briefly: 

1 . I believe that there are two kinds of Reform Judaism 
in America today, a. you indicate. 

2 . I believe that the first 1s static and the second 
without imagination, and I therefore question whether 

"or not you can speak of an evolutionary development . 
What, then, are you to bridge? 

3 . a. While increased ceremonialism is indicated I do 
not think that much is being done to make it relevant 
to our times and our needs . 

b . To be sure , intens~fied education is indicated, 
but if it means intensifying our present confused 
effort, I see little hope for the future (may I call 
your attention to Rabbi Hertzverg'. wholly incipid 
article and to ~. Gamoran l s theologic cuI de sac at 
the recent meeting of t~e union . 

c and d. By all means. 

4 . Answered above . 

_ 5 . Since I do not believe that the classical pattern has 
any future and since I am not certain as to the scope 
of the new trends , I am wondering whether we have any­
thing with which to interest the unaffiliated and the 
drifting. 

6. What is the School to do? 

7 . It was my understanding that the School in New York 
would be used in the final years of the rabbinic 
preparation as a laboratory, with the Institute in 
Cincinnati providing a somewhat cloistered environ­
ment for intensive study. 



-2-

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 

You will probably conclude from my brief and, I hope, 
pungent replies that I am somewhat doubtfUl of the 
will of our Reform movement to reflect the dynamic 
labors and hopes of both Doctor W~ses; that Is, to 
really think through and adequately plan an American 
Judalsm~ 

If the symposium will set in motion such a new and 
revitalized movement, I will be very happy. In the 
meal time, little by little I am trying to meet what 
I heve indicated in this litt1e baliwich of mine as 
best I can. 

Ni th kindest greetings, I am 

ALK 
bf 

\ 
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,~J e,.JI"" MILWAUK~a 11. WISCONSIN .. ~~ " 

~" ~ "- ~~~iV~.&G 
~l~~~~~~ Blu.y,195J 

~ v,)J~~~ 
::~h:r::::~oming meeti~of the C.C.A.R. at Estes 
Park, there will be a symposium and discuBsion on the 
Subject "The State of the Reform Movement - Its Philo­
sophy and Institutions'. A whole evening will be 
devoted to this fundamentally important question. 

The Institut10ns 
and E1sendrath. 
be discussed. 

wlll be dealt >11th by Rabbls Glueck 
The merger plan of the HUC-JIR >Tl11 

The Philosophy will be subdiv1ded lnto three sectlons -
"Reoent History', uCurrent Trends", and "Goals of the 
Reform hovement' . Rabbi Brlckner has done me the honor 
of lnv1tlng me to epeak on the Goale. 

I have my o.Tn vlewe on this vital theme, but would like 
to know the opinions of the members of our Conference . 
Your counsel and advice would enable me to prepare my 
paper more thoroughly. I would appreclate hearlng from 
you, brlefly or at length, on all or any of the fol101'rlng 
questions, \'lhlch are formulated simply for the sake ot 
oonvenience. This 1s not a poll, involving the calou­
lation of percentages , but a simple effort to take a 
eamp11ng of opin1on on a complex ldeologioal and pract1cal 
question. 

1. Do you belleve that there are two kinde of Reform 
Judalsm 1n Amerloa todey - one representlng the 
01ass1cal pattern and the other representing the 
broader approach discussed at the reoent meeting 
01' the UAHC? 

2. If you th1nk the Reform '.ovement is show1ng two 
d1fferent 11nes of evolutionary development, do you 
th1nk these cleavages are br1dgeable or not? 

). Do you feel that the Reform Movement ehould contlnue 
its present trends tOl'lard, a) increased ceremonialism; 
b) 1ntenslfied e~ucation; 0) sympathet1c ooncern 
>Tlth the State of Israel; d) ldent1f1catlon w1th the 
totality of the Jewish people? 



• 

4. Or do you feel that Reform can best serve its own 
genius by remaln1ng constant to its earlier pro­
nouncements and formulations? y~s ... Ii-I/"-'0"y~, . 

5 .~ llhould the goals of the Reform Movement be such~ 
~..utl/ to preserve the classical pattern - or should our 
~ ~ars be BO broadened within the scope of the new 

trends as to ~rovlde pl ace under the nefor~ roof 
for the myriads of Je>rs, unaff1liated and drHt1ng , , 
whose Je>rish future may be in o.ur hands? .. :.,.. •• :.Ai.; ~~f:4 
.. ~o-e.. <>t-t4.,'=e·, ;.;""~ ~~ . 

6. Do you thlnk t fLay be assumed that a much stronger 
school in Nelf York than has ourrently been ordered 
by the Board of Gover nors would help us to achieve 
the winning of the unaffiliated in the world's 
greatest center of Jewish life and population? _~ ~ 

7· The question of the implementation of the merger 
plan of our schools 1s very relevant to the whole 
question of goals of the Reform Movement . Are we 
satisfied with the merger plan as presented to us 
in the recently distributed mimeographed outline? 
Will the broadest goals be served by this plan? Is 
there a be tter method of exploiting the value of 
possessing a school with two branches ip two se~ 
arate cities? Jil "- .. ~ ~ ~ n..;.. I. """4:t1€-

l realize that these are all large and provocative 
questions. I kno\', that everyone 1s busy at this season 
of the year with Confirmation, Graduation, etc . But I 
would appreciate any sort of answer, short or lengthy, 
which you feel disposed to formulate. 

:11 th many thanks I am 

S1ncerely yours , 

~,-;t A. (.w~ 
Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 

HAF/ms 
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t3:,"9UfJcdion Emarw.-El !B'ru :Jz.J.U'W¥1 
2. ••• EAST KENWOOD aOULEYAItD . 

MILWAUKII[ II. WI SCONS IN 

Dear Friend: 

STUDY 0,. 

8 ~iay, 1953 

At the forthcoming meeting of the C.C.A.R. at Estes 
Park, there \,1111 be a symposium and disoussion on the 
subject 'The State of the Reform Movement - Its Philo­
sophy and Institutions'. A whole evenlng will be 
devoted to this fundamentally important question. 

The Institutions 
and E1Bendra.th . 
be discussed. 

>1ill be dealt >1i th by Rabbis Glueck 
The merger plan of the HUC-JIR >1ill 

The Philosophy will be subdivided into three sections -
"Reoent Hietory·, 'Current Trends., and "Goals of the 
Reform ~iovement". Rabbl Briokner has done "'e ths honor 
of inviting me to speak on the Goal •• 

I have my own views on this vital theme, but would like 
to know the op1nions of the members of our Conferenoe. 
Your counsel and advice 1'1ould enable me to prepare my 
paper more thoroughly. I would appreoiate hearing from 
you, briefly or at length, on all or any of the follo,tlng 
questions, "hiob are formulated simply for the sake of 
oonvenience. This 1s not a poll, involving the calou­
lation of peroentage., but a .imple effort to take a 
sampling of opinlon on a oomplex ideologioal and practloal 
questlon. 

1. Do you believe that thers are two kinds of Reform 
Judaiem in America today - one representing the 
classioal pattern and the other representing the 
broader approach discussed at the reoent meeting 
of the UAHC? YES. 

2. If you think the Reform '.ovement 1. eho>ring two 
different 11ne. of evolutionary development, do you 
thlnk these cleavages are bridgeable or not? JYO. 

3. Do you feel tha.t the Reform Movement should oontinue 
its present trends toward. a) inoreased oeremonialism; 
b) lntensified education; c) sympathetic ooncern 
with the State of Israel; d) identifioation with the 
totali ty of the Jewish people? 'IE" .s . 



~. Or do you feel that Refor~ can best serve its own 
genius by rerealn1ng constant to ita earlier pro­
nouncements and formulations? 1'10 . 

S. Should the goals of the Reform Movement be such as 
to preserve the classical pattern - or should our 
goals be so broadened within the soope of the new 
trends as to ~rovlde place under the Reform roof 
for the myriads of Je"., unaffiliated and drifting, 
whose Je-"ish future may be in our hands? L.,4I1CI?, 

6. Do you think it may be assumed that a murul stronger 
SChool in Ne,·, York than has currently been ordered 
by the Board of Governors would help us to achieve 
the winning of the unaffiliated in the world 1 s S 
greatest center of Jewish life and population? YE . 

7. The question of the implementation of the merger 
plan of our schools is very relevant to the whole 
question of goals of the Reform Movement. Are we 
satisfied with the merger plan as presented to us 
in the recently distributed mimeographed outline? 
Will the broadest goals be served by this plan? Is 
there a better method of exploiting the value of 
possessing a school with two branches in t"TO sep-
arate cities? ND ctrrrf>f4',o.f* tJ,a", ;wJWf): fa NV'r1l ~ea: 6. 

I realize that these are all large and provocat1ve 
questions. I knOll that everyone 1s busy at this season 
of the year with Conf1rmat10n, Graduat10n, etc. But I 
would appreciate any Bort of answer, ahort or lengthy, 
which you feel d1sposed to formulate. 

~Ii th many thanks I am 

Sincerely yours, 

~,-;t A· (.w~ 
Rabbi Herbert A. Fr1edman 

HAF/ms 



MILWAUK .... II. WISCONSIN 
STUDY 0,-

8 }iay, 1953 

Dear Friend: 

At the forthcoming meeting of the C.C.A.R. at Estes 
Park, there will be a symposium and discussion on the 
subJeot "The State of the Reform Movement - Its Philo­
sophy and Instl tutions" • A whole evening will be 
devoted to this fundamentally important question . 

The Institutions 
and Eipendrath . 
be discussed . 

\"ill be dealt with by Rabbis Glueok 
The merger plan of the HUC-JIR >rll1 

The Philosophy will be subdivided into three seotions -
"Recent History', 'Current Trends', and "Goa1s of the 
Reform ~.ovement' . Rabb1 Br1ckner has done rr.e the honor 
of invi till!; me to speak on the Goals . 

I have my o\orn views on this vital theme, but would like 
to know the opinions of the members of our Conferenoe . 
Your counsel and advice tlould enable me to prepare my 
paper more thoroughly. I would appreoiate hearing from 
you, briefly or at length, on all or any of the follouing 
questions, >rhich are formulated simply for the sake of 
convenience . This is not a poll, involving the calou­
lation of percentages, but a simple effort to take a 
samp11ng of opinion on a complex ideologioal and pract i oal 
question. 

1. 

2. 

Do you believe that there are two kinds of Reform 
Judaism in America today - one representing the ( 
olassical pattern and the other representing the 1{~~ 
broader approach discussed at the reoent meeting ,--v . 
of the UAHC? 4-
If you think the Reform i.ovement 1s sho>Ting ~ 'lfIf' . * 
different 11nes of evolutionary developrr.entt"Uo you ~;~ 
th1nk these cleavages are br1dgeable or not? MI4 ...... ~ 
Do you reel that the Reform Movement should oontinue ~~ 
its present trende toward, a) inoreased ceremonialism; 
b) intensified e~uoation; c) sympathetic ooncern 
>rith the State of Israel; d) identification with the 
totality of the Jewish people? 



4. 

s. 

6. 

7· 

Or do you feel that aefor~ can best serve its own 
genius by remaining constant to its sarlier ~r~ 
nouncements and forcu1atlons? 'n-tT, ~~.'fI.e. ~ 
Should the goals of the Reform Movement be suoh as ~ 
to preserve the classical pattern - or ~lould our 
goals be so broadened within the scope of the new 
trends as to ,rovlde place under the nefor~ roof 
for the myriads of 3el-IB , una:rtl11ated 8J\d$::::J...n: ' 
whose Je~'11Bh future may be in our hands? ~ 

Do you think it ~ay be a s sumed that a muml stronger 
school in Nelf York than has ourrently baen ordered 
by the Board of Gover nors would help us to actlieve 
the winning of the unaffiliated in the world's ~ 
greateet center of Jew1~ life and population? /' 

The question of the implementation of the merger 
plan of our sctlools is very relevant to the whole 
question of goals of the Reform Movement. Are we 
satisfied with the merger plan as presented to us 
in the recently distributed mimeographed outline? 
Will the broadest goals be served by this plan? Is 
there a be tter method of exploiting the valus of 
possessing a sctlool with two branchee in two sep­
arate Cities? .fk .....-r .~ 

I realize that these are all large and provocative 
questions . I know that everyone is busy at this season 
of the year with Conf1rmation , Graduation , etO . But I 
would appreoiate any Bort of answer, short or lengthy, 
which you feel disposed to formulate . 

~/i th many thanks I am 

Sincerely yours, 

~~;tA · (.w~ 
Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 

HAF/ms 







Frida,., ApriJ i4, I 

Lea T~ HaU of HUe-JIR-
1953 Fm:i.t CtJ I Reached 

NEW YORK (JP).....A dleek JDr ...... - was presented at 
'&be openlnc session of the C2Pd. G J AsRmbIy of the Unkm 
Of Amertcan D ew C a e .. aa. -. Dr. Samuel S. JIoIIs "I 
of Chlcqo. iEF tina ~ut'-- fa ~ In tile· I 
Reform. mote r. c 2' .... C:e f 'F lor .-00II thIII ...... 

"Ibe eampalp. wtddI ftnaia the WGI'k of the UAHC and 
the Hebrew UDicm ex. 1t!Wtsh. lMUtute at JteIICIon. the 
American ReIanD. 5 i. ends J_ 30. Dr. Hollander III _en-

A U ARC S' 'n. asRd. about thr fact that. with tbree-
fourths of the eamp;:L\p year over, less than balf of the eoaJ 
has been reacbm, Eltplatned that the campaip usually had ita 
best months fA April. IIIt.y aDd. JaDe. :iii! predkted the ... 

-be""""" 'I1Ie lIIiUhz doDars w:Dl be spilt equally beth ten the two 
Ref tu 
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2.<$'. EAST KIENWOOD 80ULEVAIltO . 

MILWAUKEe: 11. WISCONSIN STUDY 0,-

B }iay, 195,3 

Dear Friend: 

At the forthcoming meeting of the C.C.A.R. at Estes 
Park, there \-,111 be a symposium and discussion on the 
subject "The State of the Reform Movement - Its Philo­
sophy and Institutions" . A whole evening will be 
devoted to this fundamental ly important question. 

The Institutions 
and Eisendrath . 
be discussed. 

will be dealt with by Rabbis Glueck 
The merger plan of the HUG-JIR >Till 

The Philosophy "ill be subdivided into three sections -
"Recent History" , 'Current Trends", and "Goals of the 
Re:form Hovement ll • Rabbi Brickner haa done rr.e the honor 
of lnvitins me to speak on the Goals. 

I have my o>m v1ews on th1s v1 tal theme, but would 11ke 
to know the op1nions of the members of our Conference. 
Your counsel and advice 1rl0111d enable me to prepare my 
paper more thoroughly. I would apprec1ate hear1ng from 
you, br1efly or at length, on all or any of the follo,dng 
questions, >Th1eh are formulatsd s1mply for the sake of 
convenience . This 1s not a poll, involving ths calcu­
lation of percentages, but a simple effort to take a 
sampling of opinion on a complex ideologioal and practical 
question . 

2 . 

Do you be11eve that there are two kinds of RefOrm~ 
Juda1sm 1n Amerioa today - one represent1ng the 
classioal pattern and the other repreeenting the 
broader &99rOach discussed at the reoent meeting 
of the UAHC? 

If you think the Reform i.ovement is sh"",i08 two 
different lines of evolutionary developuent, do 
think thess cleavages are bridgeable or not? 

~ 
you~. 

J . Do you feel that the Reform Movement should continue ~ 
its present trends tOl'lard, a) increased oeremon1allsm;- -r- -, 

~~) intensified e~ucation; c) sympathstic concern 
V~>Tith the State of Israel; d} identification with the 
~ totality of ths Jewish people? 

~ I 
ffk-



4. 

s. 

6. 

~ .:). tJl..J., JA 
~ ~ +1-0.. 
~ IJfhk~ 

Or do you feel that Reform 0 beat serve its own J o -
genius by remaining constant its earlier pro- ~I 
nounCements and formulations? ~ 

Should the goals of the Reform HoveJnt be such as 
to preserve the class1cal pattsrJ"or should our 
goals be so broadened w1 thln the scope of the new 
trends as to ~rov1de place under the Refor~ roof 
for the myriads of Je\-IB. unaffiliated and drifting, 
whose Je,,1sh future may be 1n our hands? ~ 

Do you th1nk 1t ."8.7 be assumed that a much at onger 
school 1n New York than has ourrently been ordered 
by the Board of Governors would help us to ach1eve 
the w1nning of the unaff1l1ated 1n the world IS • .u . . 
greatest center of Jew1sh 11fe aDd populat10n?,4.' 'I.. o-TN-( 

7. The questlon of the 1mplementation of the merger 
plan of our schools 18 ver1 relevant to the whole 
quest10n of goals of the RefoI'll Hove~nt. Are we 
satlsf1ed with the merger plan as presented to us 

f"'f""&.oir ..... .tvf • 

1n the recentl1 d1str1buted mimeographed outl1ne? 
Wl11 the broadest goals be served by thls plan? Is 
there a b~tter method of explol t1ng the value of So .. -
possesslng a school wlth two branches 1n two sep-~_ I 
arate clt1es? ~~ 

I reallze that these are all large and provocatlve 
questions. I know that everyone 1s busy at this season 
of the year with Confirmation, Graduation, etc. But I 
would appreciate any Bort of answer, short or lengthy, 
whlch you feel dlsposed to formulate. 

·./1 th many thanks I am 

Sincere1y yours, 

~~;f A (-w:~ 
Rabbl Herbert A. Frledman 

HAP/ms 



AYEItY i GI'IO .... ID..D. A. 8.. D. H. L 
RAllal 

LI!ON '- AI'INOI.D. ~UIOIHT 
STCftN FII:INIIEIlG. VICE.PflU. 
HAIIIIT N. FltlfillOlAN. SItC""T. 
MIfl..VlH S. KUIIIN. T .. ll:Allu_1I 

~~ONIt, ST\lOT 32-230. 

P. O. Boll. !lS5 

MOUNT SINAI CONGREGATION 
lSlO WALNUT STREET 

TEXARKANA. ARK-TEX. 

lIay 10. 1953 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman, 
Congregation Emanu-la Bt ne Jeshurun, 
Milwaukee 11, Wisconsin. 

Dear Colleague, 

I am happy to respond to your request. 
could be answered in one word, I did so 
Wherever elaboration was necessary, the 
found below. I truat that I bave been 
you. Kindest personal regards. 

When a. question 
on your letter. 
answers will be 
od 80me help to 

Cordially s, 

Rabbi Grossfie1d. 

question 2 -- I believe that the "two dif~erent lines 
of evolutionary development" in Refor.. 
Judaism are bridgeable -- in fact, I am 
of the opinion that in time, perhaps 
in the next ten years or 80, they will 
have eliminated various points of present 
conflict and will have become fused into 
a single, strong Reform movement. 

question 6 No; not at the present time. There was a 
time when such a strong school was necessary 
in the New York area, inasmuch 8,s that school 
was the only potent aeform agent in that area. 
But~ now that we have the House of Living 
Judaism in New York City, I feel that any 
"winning of the unaffiliated" that might be 
done can be done by the agencies that haTe 
their offices in the House of Living Judaism, 
particu1~lY the New York Federation of Reform 
Synagogues and Rabbi Albert Baum's office on 
New Congregations . After al~. students do not 
win the unaffiliated --- their noses are in their 
bboks, and that can be done in Cincinnati better 
than in New York , what with dormitory facilities, 
etc. 

question 7 -- I do not accept your thesis that "the question 



of the implementation of the merger plan ••••• is very 
relevant to -the whole question of goals of the Reform 
Movement.- I dO ,not think it is relevant at alll111~ 

The JIR was origina!ly founded because the HUC in the 
early 20's was non-Zionist, or anti-Zionist, as per the 
olassical pa.ttern of RefolTlJ., and the iat·e Stephen Wise 
wanted a school that was both Reform in theology and 
Zionist in orientation. Now the HUC is also Zionist in 
its orientation -_ · so there is really no need for two BCboqls. 

I have often felt that the student bodies of both schools 
were too small to have separate establishments. separate 
faculties, and separate budgets --- eapecially aince, as per 
the incloeed clipping. and what is also common knowledge, the 
Combined Campaign 1953 goal has Dot been reached and so much 
monEll': is owed to the banks. Even if it were only for the 
purpose of ,e~onolIlY, there is every valid rea.son for the 
step the HUC-JIR Board of Governors has taken. 

Frankly, notwithstanding the opening sen tence of question 17. 
I do not see any relevancy at all to queetions Hi to #5 as 
ODe group. and questions 16 and I? as the~ 8econd group . 
There is rsally, to my mind. no connection between the two. 
r.he question of WHether to have ODe school or two separate 
school hranchee is one. item. and the mtter of gOBls is 
entirely another. There i8 no "sohei-chua" between the two. 
The goals of a broader Reform JUdaism van be achieved by 
the UAHC and its affiliatee operating out of the House of 
Living Judaism ~t with well-trained Rabbis produced Bt the 
merged HUC-JIR in Cincinnati. 

I can well understand the feelings and the sentiments 
of the old-time graduates of the former JIR when theY see 
th .. results of the~ .merger, but ..after all, they are Reform 
Rabhie, who preach that we musireedY to make change. and 
attune ourselves to the needs. r~nds and exigencies of 
the times. This is but anothe such instance. 

be. 



:141. IE .... T Kt:NWOOD eOUt.ItV ... RO . 

MILWAUKt:. II , WI.CONSIN STUOY 0 .. 

B }iay, 1953 

Dear Friend: 

At the forthooming meeting of the O.O.A.R. at Eetee 
Park , there will be a symposium and discussion on the 
subJeot 'The State of the Reform Movement - Ite Philo­
sophy and Institutions". A whole svening will be 
devoted to this fundamentally important question. 

The Institut10ns 
and E1sendrath. 
bs discussed. 

,-rill be dealt with by Rabb1s Glueok 
The merger plan of the HUC--JIR >lill 

The Philosophy will be subd1vided 1nto three sections -
ftReoent HistorY. J .Current Trends· J and "Goals ot the 
Reform Hovement'. RabbI Briokner has done Jr.e the honor 
of invitIng me to speak on the Goala. 

I have my 0>Tn views on this vital theme, but would like 
to know the opinions of the members ot our Conterenoe. 
Your counsel and advice would enable me to prepare my 
paper more thoroughly. I would appreCiate hearing from 
you, briefly or at length, on all or any of the following 
questions, >lhich are formulated simply for the aaks of 
oonvenience. This is not a poll, involving the calou­
lat10n or peroentages , but a s1mple effort to take a 
sampling of opinion on a oomplex ideologioal and practioal 
question. 

1. Do you believe that there are two kinds of Reform 
Judaiem in America today - one representing the ~ 
classical pattern and the other representing the 
broader approach discussed at the reoent meeting 
of the UAHO? 

If you think the Reform i.ovement is shOl-rlng two 
different lines of svolutionary developJr.ent, do 
thlnk these cleavages are brldgeable or not? 

3. Do you reel that the Reform Movement should continue lJ. 
its present trends toward, a) inoreased oeremonialism; ~ 
b) intensified eduoation; 0) sympathetic ooncern ~6Lt 
with the State of Israel; d) ldsntificatlon with the 
totality of the Jewish people? 



4. Or do you feel that Reform oan best serve its own 
genius by remaining constant to its earlier pro- ~ 
nouncements and forculatlons? 

s. 

6. 

7· 

Should the goals of the Reform lIovement be such as J.... 
to preserve the classical pattern - or should our ;t ~ C 
goals be so broadened within the scope of the new 
trends as to ~rovlde place under the Refor~ roof 
for the myriads of Je>Ts, unaff1liated and drifting,~ 
whose Je~'lsh future may be 1n our hands? ~ 1~ 

Do you think it may be assumed that a much stronger 
school in Net< York than has ourrently been ordered ~ 
by the Board of Governors would hslp us to achieve 
the winning of the unaffiliated in the world's 
greatest center of Jewish life and population? 

The question of the implementation ot the merger 
plan of our schools is very relevant to the whole 
question of goals of the Reform Movement. Are we '-,. _. 
satisfied with the merger plan as presented to us {VU 
in the recently dietributed mimeographed outli~~ 
Will the broadest goals be served by this planrv-rs 
there a b~tter method of exploiting the value of ~ 
possessing D. school with two branohes in t>1O sep-
arate cities? 

I realize that these are all large and provocativs 
questions. I kno\o, that everyone 1s busy at this season 
of the year with Confirmation, Graduation, etc. But I 
woUld appreciate any sort of answer, short or lengthy, 
which you feel disposed to formulate. 

~11 th many thanks I am 

Sincerely yours, 

/.jtJLc-t A r.w ~ 
Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 

HAF/ms 



DfI' . Lo."' __ CIE: W . Sc:_".,.,.-z . -~ 
Dear Herb . 

JEWISH COMMUNI T Y CENTER 
= SOU .. OVlCN "'''IDIUIE: 

WHITE: PLAINS . Nr;w Yo"'K 

May IS, 1953 • 

I was very much interested in your letter 
and I look forward to hearing your paper at Estes Park. 
I am enclosing a statement of our religious school 
policy which covers some of the pOints you mentioned . 
1 shall also try briefly to answer some of the questions 
you ask in your letter , as f o llows : 

I . Almost every movement has a l eft wi ng , a right wIng , 
& and a cent er. 1 see no reason why this center cannot 
Z. bridge these divergences , provided the left wing whtth 

you term the "Broader approach" does not move too fast , 
and the r ight wing whi ch you term the "ClassicaIpattern" 
does not become t oo r eac _ionary. 

3 . Yes 

4 . No 

5 . Yes 

6 . Yes 

7 . I WOuld like to see the proposed merger plan ammended 
by having a preparatory department of I or Z years 
both in UEn'l York and CIncinnati, the nest Z years of 
academic wor k in CincInnatI , and the final two years 
of practIcal orIentation i n N t H York. 

Hope this is what you waat 1 See you next month . 



D ... AI. ...... V ... JOe. G-J.m. •. R.1bi 

Temple Sin.; of Long Isl.nJ 
131 \'I_lu .. gtOll An."..o 

L._L..gw..J 

May 14th, 1953. 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
Congregation Emanu-El B'ne Jeshurun 
2419 E. Kenwood Blvd. 
Milwaukee 11, Wisconsin 

Dear Herb: 

Let me briefly answer your questionnaire. 

1. Yes. 

2. No. I say that because Cl~s8ical Re~orm is 
not und8rgoing BD7 form of development at all. 

G. 9.1267 

The last remnants of it are not self-perpetuating. 

3. Yes, to all o~ them. 

4. No. 

5. We should abandon the classical pattern and 
serve K'lat Yisroel. 

6. Most emphatlea117 yes. 

7. I tmaglne this question and the precedtng one 
were the real reasons for the questionnaire. 
I feel 80 strongly about the matter that the 
present policy regarding the 8chools i8 a 
combination of deceit and double-dealing and 
ulttmate self-destruction. Whether or not 
Nelson has the last word, those of us with a 
contrary opinion ehould 8ay or do plenty. 

Looking ~orward to hearing your paper in 
Colorado and with kindest regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

~ 
AVG:Jpg Abram Vossan Goodman. 



VINE STREET TEMPLE 
NASHVILLI!; 3, TENN£5S!:E 

May 14. 1953 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
Congregation Emanu-El Blne Jeshurun 
2419 East Kenwood Boulevard 
MilwaUkee 11, Wisconsin 

Dear Herbert: 

You are quite right that most of the rabbis will be extremely 
crowded w1 th work at this season of the year, but 11" you are 
willing to accep t briel" reactio, then here goes. 

1. I do not believe that there are two kind. of Reform Judaism 
in America today. To me Reform Is not only an organiza­
tLon with its historic grou~8 such as the College-Institute 
and the Union, but it Is an interpretation of Judaism. 
There is only one brand 01" Rerorm JUdaism in America as 
far 8S r am concerned. That Reform Judaism expresses it­
self in accordance with the need. of individuals and con­
gregatioDs. There maybe variations of practice, but the 
principle of Reform remains constant. 

2. I reel that the Reform movement should continue the present 
trend toward increased ceremonialism, intensive education, 
sympathetic concern with the State af Israel, identifica­
tion with the totality of the Jewish people. However. I 
would be cautious lest the emphasiS on ceremonialism be­
come an end in itself. I see ~t only as a means toward 
a more posit1ve IdentLficatlon with Judaism and the Jewish 
people. The prophetic aspects or Reform Judaism should 
not be t'orgotten. Al though I have tha feeling that tho.e 
who cry the most ror prophetic Judaism are the ~aymen who 
would be the first to condemn the rabbis if they should 
attempt to implement this prophetic Judaism by more than 
words, I would also be careful about the concept of CIa! 
Ylsroel. That statement always 8ee~ to be used by the 
Conservative and Orthodox groups when they want the Reform 
group to give in to something. While we identify oursel va. 
with the Clal Ylsroel. I don't think that we have to 
equate this with de-emphasizing our own Reform Movement 
and the needs of the in.titution identified with that 
movement. While I believe in identification with the 
total1ty of the Jewish people, I am fed up right now by 
those who misuse Clal Yisroel to negate Reform. 



H. A. F. -2- 5-l~-53 

4- I do not feel that Re~orm can best serve ita own genius 
by rema1n1n~ constant to ita earlier pronouncements and 
tormu.lat1Dna. If it remains too constant, then it does 
violenoe to that prinoiple of flexibllity and dynami.m 
that constitutes the Rerorm Kovement and those who insist 
upon the unchanging nature of Reform become Ort h:ldox 
Re.form Jews. 

5. I think that the soope of the ~eform Movement ohould pro­
vide a plaoe for the Jews unal""fll1&ted and drifting and 
they should be welcomed into the Reform Temple. 

6. I do not think that a much stronger school In New York wUl 
help u. to aohieve the winning of the unaffiliated. 

7. I think that the plan worked out for the merger io an 
e~oellent one. I am quite .ati.fled with the merger plan 
a8 presented, and 1 t is m,. frank opinion that if we oannot 
get together in aooepting what I regard aa a ver,. fair 
plan, then we ought to skip the whole question of merger, 
drop the hyphen, and let the two schools go on 815 separate 
institutions. 

I am ver,. pleased thet ,.ou are going to apeak on the goale of 
the Reform Movement and I am conrldent that you "Ill do a very 
oommendable job. 

At the Biennial 1n New York I discovered a atrange phenom.en~ 
Because of the pressurea brought by the American Council tor 
Judaism, there didn't seem to be room for much honest criti­
cism of the Union or the Retorm Movement. It seems that one 
either had to be lO~ for the administration, endorsing all 
techniques, methods and textbooks, or be placed In the camp 
or the American Council ror JUdaism. It Is my conviction 
that our textbooks have been written with the intent of sell ­
ing them to ConBervatl VB and Orthodox ConFTegatlons. While I 
do not want to be guilty of provincIalIsm, at the same time, 
I wc:uld think that these textbooks should be writ ten f'or 
thoae identified with the Reform Movement. I think there 
shoUld be much more emphasis on the 1nstltution, and the prin­
ciples and practices of Reform JudaisM in our Religious School 
curriculum than .e have at present. When I made this state ­
ment at the Biennial, some people asked me did I support the 
American Council tor Judaigm. This ia nonsense. I don 1 t 
support the Counoil, and I have been identified wlththe 
Zionist movement for most of my adult life. It waa just un­
fortunate that when one asks tor loyalty to Reform and a 
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clear-cut understanding of Reform, be Is immedIately 
labelled a Councll1te. This 18 dangerous nonsense, because 
any movement must be able to withstand criticism to survive 
and to pr ogress. 

W1th warmest personal regards and all good wiahes, I ~, 

WBS!l 

l!O.t_50~all" • 

~~ Rabbl '~ B. Silverman 



2"1. EA S T K E N W OO O 80 UL I:V ARO 

MILW,o\.U K EE II , WISCO NS I N STU 0'1' OF 

8 }iay, 1953 

Dear Friend: 

At the forthooming meeting of the C.C.A.R. at Estee 
Park, there will be a symposium and discussion on the 
eubJect "The State of the Reform Movement - Its Phll<>­
sophy and Inst1 tutions". A whols svsning will be 
devoted to this fundamentally important question. 

The Institutions 
and Eisendrath. 
be discussed. 

will be dealt with by Rabbis Glueok 
The merger plan of the HUC-JIR will 

The Philosophy ,<111 be subdivided into three sections -
"Reoent History., ·Current Trends", and "Goals of the 
Re form j.iovement ". Rabb1 Briokner has done ree the honor 
of invitins me to speak on the Goals . 

I have my own views on this vital theme, but would like 
to know the opinions of the members of our Conferenoe. 
Your counsel and advice would enable me to prepare my 
paper more thoroughly. I would appreCiate hearing from 
you, briefly or at length, on all or any of the follm1ing 
questions, which are formulated simply for the sake of 
convenience. This 1s not a poll, involving the calou­
lation o~ percentages, but a simple effort to take a 
samp11ng of opinion on a oomplex ideologioal and praotical 
question. 

1. 

2. 

Do you believe that there are two kinds of Reform 
Judaism in America today - one representing the 
olassical pattern and the other representing the 
~eaiePapproaoh disoussed at the reoent meet1ng 
of the UAHC? 

If you think the Reform i.ovement is shenTing t wo 
different lines of evolutionary development, do you 
think these cleavages are bridgeable or not? 

3. Do you feel that the Reform Movement should oontinue 
its present trends toward, a) ~oreased eeIeDiOlt1R:iilJRl 
b ) intenSified education; c) .ympathetic ooncern 

" (with the State of Israel; d) identifioation with the 
~totality of the Jewish people? 



. . • 

Or do you feel that Reform can best 8erve its 0l1n 
genius by rereain1ng constant to its earlier pro­
nouncements and foroulatlons? 

5. Should the goals of the Reform Movement be such as 
to preserve the classical pattern - or SllOuld our 

(

goals be BO broadened within the scope of the new 

J trends as to !Jrovlde place under the Reforrr. roof 
for the myriads of Je>rs, unaffiliated and drifting, 
whose Jewish future may be in our hands? 

6. Do you think it may be assumed that a much stronger 
school in Ne,. York than has ourrently been ordered 
by the Board of Governors .,ould help us to achieve 
the winning of the unaffiliated in the world'. 
greatest center of Jewish 11fe and populat1on? 

7. The question of the 1mplementat1on of the merger 
plan of our echools 1. very relevant to the whole 

~
uestion of goals of the Reform Movement. Are we 

satisfied with the merger plan as presented to us 
J n the recently distr1buted mimeographed outl1ne? 

ill the broadest goals be served by this plan? -;e 
~h.r .... beUep metl>o4 or .XpJ.o1Ung the .... 1 ... ef 
possel!slng a schoel w1th tw hrapchell in bm ~p- .. 
mrute eieiri? 

I realize that these are all large and provocat1ve 
questions . I kno>t that everyone is busy at this season 
of the year w~th Confirmation, Graduation, etc. But I 
would appreciate any Bort of answer, short or lengthy, 
which you fesl d1sposed to formulate. 

\/i th many thanks I am 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ot A r.w &....-..-
Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 

HAF/ms 
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1102 IOUTM 4UOUft'A AVL 

CONGREGATION BETH EL 
"" TYL£R. TEXAS 

Ifq 15. 195) 

(1) II. incl.1.Md to thirak that thlre are three kind, of 
X.fo~ Ju4ai •• in ~rlca to~ _ onl rlprl.entlng thl elasll­
eal pattern, the •• cowl U. 11ual. deleludent. and the third 
-'hi. -n-ab.1ft acco..odaUOD. to thl ex-orthodox and ex-<:ODalr­
TaU .... netteo.en. As the gandlon of a Geraan-born Retor. rabbi 
(who wrote a pamphl-t in 1876 entitled, -Can Jew, Be Patrioja'-), 
I &II a Zlonht !Ad- an .1Mrlean patriot, and of the •• coDd TarteV. 

( 
(2) Perbapl., pol1tiOD I, \he Hi4p: bloniet but 1 ... 

••• 1a11ator,r and intlcratOr,r-&a4 more aelt-rl.,.llator,y and •• 1t­
detent .. tt.,., (horrlole word., bD.t TOU set the len.,!). 

(J) a) '.t. ba.t on17 .0 lOD&: .. tbl pH •• nt r.,line tor 
clrleonlall .. perlt,tt. b). e). d) _ Y ••• 

(4) .ot the earlier pronounceuntl - but the GuldiJl« Pr1D.clpl •• , 
"peclallr •• Ju4a1 .. I, the hietorte rellgioul experience of thl 
Jewleh people.· 

(5) Therl', lo_th1UC .'bout \he cl .... ical paUern that I dill 
l1ta: lis 1![ orleta and DOD-ecclea_l •• tlcl •• , It. apiritual kiD­
ab1p with till Protl.tot ~or.a\io:a. ill thAt it .. parat •• n.elf 
fro. ortho4.0q in Jewhh..a other foral - econoaic and. loclal -
of later ii .. l, and li. madR. TiTlndi wiih ihe InTiron1n~ culture. 

(6) I doubt tit ihl new plan .eea. «ood to IDe; tno UD&f:fll1&t.d 
C&D and will be Haclwd it the Reton. MOT ... at .0 ...... in tbe right 
dir.otion - take. thl richt dir.ction. 

(7) I'm unable to ..,-. Ha .... lnc gradu&ld froa the CinCinnati 
achool and. called ... York 'eT ho •• fro. IQ" fih cr~ - Uih 7ear 
_ ollllard, I'. 1Dcl1nld to &pprc,. ... the new plan • .li.o, ha ... iDg 
11 ... ld Iff rabb1Aical 7ear. &tIIq tro_ lew York, lid lJHtlr a 
rabbinate prepared larceq outaide •• York, - wiU, ., internship 
in.id •• lew York, prala.d be to God. tan't thl O.S.~I 

I don't bow whIther thi. baa aJr¥ TalU, vr1t.tln hAaUlT. 
but acOlpt it for what. U ia _ with 'bel , fro. 

T a .1nO.Hq, 



ONE HUNDRED FIFTY·FOUR POST AVENUE 

DR. KENNETH E. STEIN, Rabbi 
104 WEST SEVENnETH STREET 

NEW YORK 21, NEW YORK 
Tt.f.lg.r 7-0"116 Saturday Evening 

May 16th 
195 3 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman, 
Cong. Emanu-El B'ne deshurun, 
2419 E.Xenwood ~lvd., 
Milwaukee 11, Viis. 

Dear Colleague, 

34 NEW YORK 

JUUAN C. LOHRE, Cantor 
5 STUYVESANT OVAL 

NEW YORK 9, NEW YORK 
SPring 7·7047 

I welcome your letter dated May the eighth and received but 
yesterday afternoon, as it affords me the opportunity through you 
of expressing a point of view which must otherwise remain silent 
since I shall be unable to attend the Conference this year at ~stes 
Park:. (Would tnat r could, since one of t he pleesaLt memories associ­
a ted in my mind I>i th Danver is the warm greeting you afforded me when 
first a rriving th ere in unitorm in J!'eb. '44.) 

r do not doubt there is a movement, nurtured by Jews of German 
extraction; cradled in Cincinnati; oriented to the 19th Century; 
founded on t h e concept of J udaism aa a universal creedal faith and 
Israal as a religious community; founded on the doctrine of the absolute 
supremacy of r ea aon, and ever faithful to t hat t ype of 19th Century 
German biblical criticism represented by its .ewish 20th Century exponen 
Dr.Julien Morgenstern.It is a movement t1nting finencial support 1n the 
main among members of the upper middle class and whose members and sym­
pathizers will be found in the ranks of the .amerioan ,Jewish Committee, 
the american Counoil for ~udaism et 81. It is 8 movement tradi tionally 
identified with the liebrew Union College. 

r do not doubt there is a movement, nurtured primarily by Jews of 
East European extra ction (but not exclusively by t hem by any means); 
cradled in New York:; oriented to t he entire sweep of forty centuries of 
Jew1sh history interpreted in tbe light of the needs of the present, 
founded on the concept of Judaism as an ethnic religion with a univer­
sal message and Israel as a cultural and national entity, a distinct 
people; founded on the understanding ot t ne limitations of reason and 
the need for amotion in the perfect balence ot human life; and attuned 
to the great values of ancient and mediaeval J eY/ish tradition and soh"l~ 
arship, especially when fused with modern scientific archaeological 
research, as expoundeQ by men of t he stamp ot Dr. Uarry ",.Orlinsky .It 
is 8 movement finding support among the grea t mass of tbe middle class, 
financially s~eek1ng,and whose members are in the main "'ionists.It 1s 
a movement that believes in k'lal yisrael,for t he furtherance of which 
dootrine, the Jewish Institute or rtellgl cn wes founded. 

I doubt that t here 1s eny common meeting ground or universe of 
discourse between these two moven:.ents. Tv/ice they shifted their leader-



O[IH AM_-iil--
The People's Temple 
ONE HUNORED FIFTY·FOUR POST AVENUE 
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ship, and it is now too late to bring than together. The t1rst time, 
both claimed to 10110w Abraham Geiger, but the latter .t the two 
groups in turning from rittsburgh to Columbus, turned trom Geiger to 
Zecheriah Frankel. In a later day, both olaimed Isaao ldayer Wise as 
patron saint, but toaay the tormer has turned trom Wise to tollow 
his arch ideological opponent, David Xlnhorn. 

As you can divine from the foregoing, lIlY 0"'" sympaahies li e With 
the second of the two groups and I should certalnly like to see its 
goals constantly broadened. This cannot be accomplished, nor can the 
movement grow 1n membershi}, by removing those who are called to prepar­
ation tor its leadership from the center ot ~er1can Jewish activity 
and popula tion to the ivory tower and ivy walls at Cincinnati, the ~re 
especially .,hen the intellectual cl1.mBte at Cincinnati is banetul to all 
for which that movement stands, From its inception, the mergsr was 111-
adalsed, nor do I believe thet the two movements of which I have spoken 
can long remain together under the root at a common house ~hether it be 
called U.A.H.C. or American deform Judaism, So long, however, as they 
must remain together in a single edltice, let them partition that edi­
tice between than, and let those whu tavor the first movement turn them­
se1ves toward Cluclnnatl, and those who ravor the second,toward ~ew York 
Let the size at the respecti e student bodies bear direct retio to the 
number ot appliosnts to the two schools (not to the number tormally ad­
mitted), and let the allocation of funds bear relationship to the size 
of the two student bodies. ~hould it then transpire that Cincinnati's 
physioal plant 1s too great and too ctstly. 1et a propriate steps be 
taken through negotiation with the U.ot Cincinnati to dispose ot same 1n 
Whole or in part. Certainly the time has come to lend ear to the needs 
of the majority ot liberal lews in America-and to turn 1n the direction 
of realistic th l nking in respect ot the College-Institute. 

with 
this 

For whetever my thought. may be worth, I pres ent them to you here­
together with my proxy to vote in general conformity therewith at 
year's Conference .. 

With warmest personal regards. 

lJ.incerely yours, 

~~ .. ~ 
D:NNE'l'll ?sTErn 

XES: jgk 
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STUDY 01" 

8 }iay, 195J 

Dear Friend: 2JJ-
At the forthcoming meeting of the G.C.A.R. at Estes 
Park, there will be a symposium and discussion on the 
subjeot "The State of the Reform Movement - Its Philo­
sophy and Institutions". A whole evening will be 
devoted to this fundamentally important question. 

The Institutions 
and Eisen<irath . 
be discussed. 

"ill be dealt with by Rabbis Glueck 
The merger plan of the HUC-JIR >lill 

The Philoeophy will be eubdivided into three sections -
"Recent History", 'Current Trends., and "Goals ot the 
Reform l.ovement" . Rabbi Brickner has done "'e the honor 
of lnviti~ me to speak on the Goals. 

I have my o.Tn views on this vital thems, but would liks 
to know the opinions of the members of our Conferenoe . 
You!" counsel and advice "Tould enable me to prepare my 
peller more thoroughly. I would appreoiate hearing from 
ycu, briefly or at length, on all or any of the folloHing 
questions, which are formulated simply for the sake of 
oonvenience. This 18 not a poll, involving the oalcu­
lation of percentages, but a Simple effort to take a 
Ba~?llng of opinion on a complex ideolog1oal and practioal 
question. 

1. 

2. 

J. 

Do you believe that there are two kinds or Reform 
Judaiem in Amerioa today - one representing the 
claSSical pattern and the other representing the 
broader ap~roach discussed at the reoent meeting 
of the UAHC? ~ 
It you think the Reform '.ovement is BhO>Ting two 
different lines of evolutionary develop~ent, do 
think these cleavages are bridgeable sa • t? you ~ 
Do you reel that the Reform Movement should continue 
its present trends toward, a) inoreased oeremonialism; 
b) intenSified e~ucation; 0) symnathstic concern r 
>lith the State of Israel; d) identification with the 
totality of the Jewish people? 



• " 

4. 

s. 

6. 

7· 

Or do you feel that Refore oan best serve its own IL. ~ 
genius by rema1n1ng constant to its earlier pro- ·,vv 
nouncementa and forculatlons? 

Should the goals of the Reform Hovement be such as '" 1"" 
to preserve the classical pattern - or Should our 
goals be so broadened wi thln the scope of the new .. cr 
trends as to provide place under the Reform roof ~ 
for the myriads of JetTs, unaffil1ated and dr1fting, 
Whose Je':llsh future may be 1n our hands? 

Do you think it may be assumed that a much stronger 
School in Ne .. York than has ourrently been ordered 
by the Board of Governors would help us to achieve 
the winning of the unaffiliated in the world's 0 
greatest center of Jewish life and population? ~ 

The question of the implementation of the merger 
plan of our schools is very relevant to the whole 
question of goals of the Reform Movement. Are we ~ 
satisfied with the merger plan as presented to us 
in the recently distributed mimeographed out11ne? A.PnJ 
Will the broadest goals be served by this plan? IS~' 
there a better method of exploit1ng the value of 
possessing a school with two branches in t.ro sep-
arate cities? 

1 realize that these are all large and provocative 
questions.. I knol" that everyone 1s busy at this seaSon 
of the year with Confirmation, Graduation, etc. But I 
would appreoiate any Bort of answer, short or lengthy, 
which you feel disposed to formulate. 

',/i th many thanks I am 

Sincerely yours, 

~~~A (.w~ 
Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
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HEBREW UNION COLLEGE ........ CINCINNATI 

JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION ... NEW YORK 

,.,. 

May 16 , 1953 R,b",u Union Co/kg' Annual 

CLIFTON AVENUE· CINCINNATI .20, OHIO 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman, 
2419 East Kenwood Boulevard, 
Milwaukee 11, Wisconsin. 

Dear Rabbi Friedmant -

.s follows, I reply to your questionnaire of May 8. 

Cordially Yours, 

a..&~<VTT\ ~c.-« 
.braham Cronbach 

1. Yes . 

2. No (.t least they ought not be bridged) . 

3. The question contradicts question 1. Question 1 allows for 

two Reform Movements . Question 3 forgets this. 

4. Same comment as for question 3 . 

5. It is not clear whether the question contemplates one Reform 

Movement or two or more than two. Different types of unaffiliated may 

respond to different types of Reform. We !iU.ght also consider leaving 

the unarriliated alone . Let them afriliate With this, that, or the other 

type or Judaism when they get "good and ready." 

6 . We must _it and see how present plans turn out . 

7 . Same answer as that for question 6. 

What we need is Rabbis of large intellectual and moral stature-­

hundreds or such Rabbis, men who can say things which are vital and 

helpful and say them With such eloquence that people Will come to hear 

them. Alongside Qr this need, the matters discussed in the questionnaire 

are negligible. 



~CDI]io 

1,,;- 15, 1953 

Rabbi fJerbert A. ::l'iedr:an 
2419 E. Kemrood Blvd . 
ltiJ.waukee il, Wisconsin 

Dear Rabbi Friednan : 

Tn resronse to ~ro letter of lia.;r 8 : 

llllKmb 

1 . J believe t-ha there al"-e t""fO ~'" ~ "Peform 
Judaisn in J...meric:a today ~'1 r doqbt ver.t 
serjcusly ~ether these cl~avages can ever be 
-"'ridged . 

2 . T bE>lieve tr.:at the ~eform Pove::ent sllould 
~"ntimt.e its o!"e\Sent trpnds toward, a) in­
creased cere:--..on1alistl; b) intemiified education; 
c) s:r.npa:thet1.c concern ....r. th th~ Stat~ of T STael; 
d) identi!'ication ..nth the totaJ.i.'b7 of the Jetrisb 
people . 

3 . 1 further l;Ielieve that our veal should broaden 
in the scope of new trends as to provide a place 
for the unaffiliated and dri.tting Jews . 

L. I, too, question the i.tJplemcntation of the nerger 
plan . Frankly, I believe that the!"e should be anl..v 
one school in Cincinnati for the p~paration of Rabbis . 
The nouse ~ Living Judaism ana our Music and Education 
Schools could "'feiU serve as tbe center in New York City. 
From this center the unaM'iJiat9d night well be served . 

Sincerely', 

¥ .... :;(../c 
P.ab~i. r-1orman Kahan 
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8 ~iay, 1953 

Dear Friend: 

At the forthcoming meeting of the C. C.A.R. at Estes 
Park, there .. ,111 be a symposium and discussion on the 
subject "The State of the Reform Movement - Its Philo­
sophy and Institutions". A whole evening will be 
devoted to this fundamentally 1mportant question. 

The Inst1tutions 
and Eisendrath . 
be discussed. 

,·r111 be dealt with by Rabbis Glueck 
The merger plan of the HUC-JIR >Till 

The Philoeophy will be subdiv1ded lnto three sectlons -
"Recent History·, "Current Trends" J and "Goals of the 
Reform J.,ovement l • Rabbi Brickner has done rr.e the honor 
of lnvitlns me to speak on the Goals. 

I heve my own views on thls vital theme, but would like 
to know the opinions of the members of our Conferenoe. 
Your counael and advioe \-,ould enable me to prepare my 
paper more thoroughly. I would appreclate hearlng from 
you, brlefly or at length, on all or any of the follo,·ring 
questlons, .,hlch are formulated slmply for the sake of 
oonvenience . This 1s not a poll, involving ths calou­
lation of percentages, but a simple effort to take a 
sampling of op~nlon on a complex ideological and pract1cal 
question. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Do you believe that there are two kinds of Reform 
Judalem in Amerlca today - one representlng the 
classical pattern and the other repressntlng the 
broader approach discussed at the reoent meeting 
of the UAHC? ~ 

If you thlnk the Reform i.ovement is sho.,lng two 
different llnes of evolutionary development, do youL. , ~ 
think these cleavages are brldgeable or not? ~Lu.~~ 

• 
Do you feel that the Reform Movement should contlnue 
its present trends tOl-lard, a) increased oeremonialism: 
b) intenslfled e~ucatlon; 0) sympathetlc concern 
>11th the State of Israel; d) ldentihcation with the 
totallty of the Jewlsh people? 



4·. Or do you feel that Refor!:! oan best servs its olfn 
genius by re~a1ning constant to its earlier pro-
nounCements and formulations? ~ 

S. Should the goals of the Reform I!ovement be such as 
to preserve the classical pattern - or should our 
goals be so broadened within the scope of the new 
trends as to ,rovlde place under the Reform roof 
for the myriads of Je\'ls, unaffil1ated and dr1fting, 
,.,.hose Je~·'lsh future may be in our hands? tl...R....~ 

6. Do you think it may be assumed that a mucll stronger 
SChool in N~f York than has ourrsntly been ordered 
by the Board of Governors would help us to achievs 
ths winning of the unaffiliated in the world's 
greatest center of Jewish lifs and population? ~ 

7· The question of the implementation ot the merger 
plan of our schools 1s very relevant to the whole 
question of goals of the Reform I!ovement. Are we 
satisfied with the merger plan as presented to us 
in the recently distrIbuted mImeographed outline? 
Will the broadest goals be served by this plan? Is 
there a better method ot exploIt1ng the value of 
possessing a school with two branches in t\-to sep-
arate c1 ties? ? 

I realize that these are all large and provocat1ve 
questions.. I knOl'T that everyone is busy at this season 
of the year ~th Confirmat1on, Graduation, etc. But I 
would appreoiate any sort of answer, short or lengthy, 
which you feel disposed to formulate. 

:11 th many thanks I am 

Sincerely yours. 

~,,;t A· r-w~ 
Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 

HAF/ms 
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Dear Friend: 

At the forthcoming meeting of the C.C .A. R. at Estes 
Park, there ,.,111 be a symposium and discussion on the 
subject "The State of the Reform Movement - Its Philo­
sophy and Institutions" . A whole evening will be 
devoted to this fundamentally important question. 

The Institutions 
and Eissndrath . 
be discussed. 

>T111 be dealt >lith by Rabbis Glueok 
The merger plan of the HUC-JIR >lill 

The Philosophy "rill be subdivided into thrse ssctions -
"Recent History", IICurrent Trends", and "Goals of the 
Reform Novement rl • Rabb1 Br1ckner has done me the honor 
of inv1tins me to speak on the Goals . 

I have my o,m views on this vi tal theme, but would like 
to know the opinions of the members of our Conference. 
Your counsel and advice tTould enable me to prepare my 
paper more thoroughly. I xould appreciate hearing from 
you, briefly or at length, on all or any of the fo1101·ring 
questions, which are formulated simply for the sake of 
convenience. This is not a poll, involving the calcu­
lation of percentages, but a simple effort to take a 
sampling of opinion on a oomplex ideological and practioal 
question. 

2. 

) . 

Do you believe that there are two kinde of Reform 
Judaiem in Amerioa today - one representing the 
classical pattern and the other representing the 
broader approach discussed at the reol~.~Teth~ _~_~._'I 
of the UAHC? J{.1 ~ ..., ~ ~~, ~ ~~ 
If you think the ~form ;.ovement is sho>Ting two 
different lines of evolutionary development, do you 
think thee~ c~agU'J. ~~.~~~r~ not? '1'" ~ 
Do you f~l that the Reform Mo~nt aho~ontinue 
its present trends t01<ard, a) inoreased oeremonialism; 
b ) intensified e~ucation; cj sympathetic conCern 
>rith the State of Israel; d identification with the 
totality of the Jewish people? ~ 



4·. Or do you feel that Reform can best serve its m<n 
genius by remaining constant to its earlier pro­
nouncements and formulations? (Yo 

5. Should the goals of the Reform Movement be such as 
to preserve the classical pattern - or should our 
goals be so broadened within the scope of the new 
trends as to ,rovlde place under the Reforrr. roof 
for the myriads of Je>rs, unaffiliated and drifting, 

'm~~ 7P'jeJ::) J:... ~t ~h~~.b 1.+..1 ~ 
6. Do you think t may be assumed that -';;C11 stronger n. -...,.. 

school in N",< York than has ourrently been ordered ~,!". 
by the Board of Governors would help us to achieve ~ ~ 
the winning of the unaffiliated in the world I s ~ 1 
gre~enter o~ ewish life and population? ~ V 

7. The question of the ~mentation of the merger 
plan of our schools 1s very relevant to the whole 
question of goals of the Reform Movement. Are we 
satisfied .dth the merger plan as presented to us 
in the recently distributed mimeographed outline? 
Will the broadest goals be served by this plan? Is 
there a better method of exploiting the value of 
possessing a school with two branches 1n tl'lO aap-

,4 /.lit-. ~~t~~?1- ,.d~ i...~, z~.:. 
I realize that thes~ ;ll-i~;l.nd provocative ,- q/~7~ 
questions . I kno,"T that everyone 1s busy e.t this season ~ 
of the year with Confirmation, Graduation, etc. But I ~ 
would appreciate any Bort of answer, short or lengthy, 
wh1ch you feel disposed to formulate. 

·,/i th many thanks I am 

Sincerely yours, 

~,,;t A· (-W~ 
Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 

HAF/ms 

• 
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2419 East Kenwood Boulevard 
M.ilwaukee-il t iisconsa 

IiYNAGOCUB: BOLTON AND WD..SON srs. 
OFl'lC6S: BAIl SINAl CENTER 

6300 1'AB1: HBlCHTS AVBNUli 
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I .. to be on tbe Sy.po.i_ with you. it' subject is ·Current Trends.' 
In answer to your letter of Hay 8th about -Goals, II I would like to 
answer brieflT and .eriatia" 

1) I do not believe the .... are two kinds of Refono Judeia in 
America. To me, "Classical. Refom." is not Reform.. Only the 
~oadern type has a future. 

2) The logic of hioto.,. will bring abo.ut ..... akening of tbe 
c1assica1 point of riley and a strengthening of the broader 
point of view. 

3) Tbe four trends of which you speak will be OIIpiluized -- or 
should be. However, there aq be trends which you have not 
melItioJled and these are the ones which I am struggling with 
in connection with ray own paper. What ehout personal religion? 

4) No! lie have drifted 'from the Columbus Platfonl, even as we 
drifted from the Pittsburgh PiaUOIS. 

5) I aa in favor of broadeDed goeJ..a. 

6) 1-£ our cause will be >served best by having everything inNew 
&: York - or everything in Cineionati -- or the Ude of.fice in 
7) Ney York and HUe-JIlt in Cincinnati, I _ in favor of doing 

tbe thing that is best. I persooally 1IIOuld like to see the 
time come when we stop talking about two scboo1. and talk 
about ODe school, even if it has two departments. It seems 
to me that these prob1ems can be solved only by experts, and 
I _ not an expert. 

I rill see you in Estes Park. 

Regards. 

u/1Ilh 

FeithfulfY yours, 

{Mv 
ABIWWI SHUSTERIIAN, IWlBI 
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May 18, 1953 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
Congregation Emanu-El B'ne Jeshurun 
2419 E. Kenwood Blvd., 
~lwBUkee 11, Wise. 

Deer Herbert: 

I an indeed happy that you will deal with the subject 
of "Goals of the Reform Movement" and that you plan to 
discuss in your paper at the CCAR Convention the effect 
of the newly announced unification plans for the Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion. I am indeed 
sorry that I shall not be able to go to Estes Park. 

There is considerable ~eel1ng here about the so-called 
"unification plan4." A special meeting of the New York 
Association of Refor.m Rabbis has been called ror this 
week to discuss them and they likewise will be discussed 
before the Assembly of Delegates of the New York Federa­
tion of Rerom Synagogues which will hold its annual 
meeting on lIay 25. 

Now. to 81 ewer your questions: 

1. There are in certain areas small groupe within 
Congregations that still cling to What they like 
to call "classical Reform Judaism", which i8 
actually not that but a non-progressive phase of 
Reform Judaism representing the spirit of the 
last quarter of the nineteenth century. 

2. The cleavages between the eo-called classical group 
and the progressive group are certainly bridge­
able; time will probably diminish the classical 
group even more that it haa already" been d1min_ 
ished. 

3. I do feel that the Reform movement should continue 
its present trend but not to the exclusion of its 
original emphasis on prophetic Judaism and the 
evolut1onary charac tar of Judaism, the right to 
change and to create rather than merely to cling 
to tradition. 

4. To adhere to original pronouncements as if they 
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a revelation from Sinal. would be to make of' Reform 
Judaism another orthodoxy. 

5. We should certainly .eek to win the unai'f1lbted to 
our movement, unarfUiated Je •• and non-J .... for that 
matter, but .e should not alter the tr .. e, liberal and 
progressive character of the Reform movement to do so. 

6. A strong and compl .. te rabbinical Ichool in Rew York is 
indispensable it the Reform move .... nt is to win the un­
arfiliated in this area of the largest concentration of 
Jewish population in the world. 

7. We are not satisfied with the merger plans. As they 
presently stand, it is al together likely that the New 
York School will be diminished to a preparatory school, 
will not be a rabbinical school in any true sense of 
the .erd. and will not Berve to win from this area 
more men for the lib .. ral rabbinate, or to prepare them 
for reaching the large numbers or men and women in this 
area that oan be 1I'OD to the L1.beral movement. 

I wish the time would permit me to deal with this subject 
at greater length, but I feel that you will gather enough from 
the above to understand my f .... lings in the matter. 

With all good wishes for a Happy ShOVU08, 

Cor~l: .y~"!} z: . }r. 
Rabbi Daniel L. Davis 
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MI L W A UI(ItIt I I , WIS'=ONS IN 
STUDY OF 

8 May, 1953 

Dear Friend : 

At the forthcoming meeting of the C.C.A. R. at Estes 
Park, there will be a symposium and discussion on the 
subject "The State of the Reform Movement - Its Philo­
sophy and Institutions". A whole evening will be 
devoted to thiS fundamentally important question. 

The Institutions 
and Eisendrath. 
be discussed . 

.. 111 be dealt >lith by Rabbis Glueck 
The merger plan of the HUC-JIR >lill 

The Philosophy will be subdivided into three sections -
"Recent History" J II Current Trends", and "Goals of the 
Reform Novement" . Rabbi Brickner has done me the honor 
of inviting me to speak on ths Goals. 

I have my o>m views on this vital theme, but "1ould like 
to know the opinions of the members of our Conferenoe. 
Your counsel and advice would enable me to prepare my 
paper more thoroughly. I would appreCiate hearing from 
you, briefly or at length, on all or any of the follo>Ting 
questions, >1h ich are formuJ.ated simply for the sake of 
convenience. This is not a poll, involving the calcu­
lation of percentages, but a simple effort to take a 
sampling of opinion cn a complex ideological and practioal 
question. 

L 

2. 

3. 

Do you believe that there are two kinds of Refcrm j 
Judaism in Amerioa today - one representing the ~I 
classical pattern and the other representing the . 
broader ap9roach discussed at the reoent meet1ng 
of the UAHC? 

If you think the Reform i.cvement is sho>l1ng twc i lu ...h 
different lines of svolutionary development, do you ~~ 
think these cleavages are bridgeable or not? '.t.41 

Do you feel that the Reform Movement should continue 
its present trends to\.,ard, a) inoreased oeremonialism; 
b ) intensif1ed eduoation; c) sympathetic ooncern 
>l1th t he State of Israel; d) 1dentification with the 
totality of the Jew1sh people? (f/ --,.t.:It~ 

( ,." W. /...v- ( /. J .AA-.....t!_ J"" (Cj :::!;;.. ~ IJ...-. ,,..,...-
q ) ............ . .4 l..l.f+..·~ . ~.i.L.... .' /, - ~ ~ l. . . r :.r;;~ ,;t.,~~: .t..do-.,." . 
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4. Or do you feel that Reform can best serve its 0,," 1 ~( 
genius by rerea1n1ng constant to its earlier pro- ~. 
nouncemente and formulations? I, . 

S. Should the goals of the Reform Movement be such as 
to preserve the classical pattern - or should our ~.~ 

. ,j, ~goals be so broadened within the scope of the new 
l=~~rends as to ~rovide place under the Reforre roof 
~ '+' for the myriads of Je>Ts, unaffiliated and g.r~f~ing, • 
~.,. w!lg,'!.:.. Jeeh f~; ma~ 4-n o~ h~~y r-:-"'! 

6. [j0 you think it may be assumed that a mucll strongjr ( 
I-., <-1"'" school in Net< York than has ourrently been ordered .... 
~ i'-! by the Board of Governore would help us to achieve fR~ 

~
~ the winning of the unaffiliated 1n the world'. M •• . 1 

~ ~ reateet center or Jewish life and population? • ~~ . ,~~~~ 
• The question of the implementation or the merger )~L.Il 

plan or our schools is very relevant to the whole ~ 
\ (qUestion of goals of the Reform Movement. Are we 

~ satisfied with the merger plan as presented to us 
in the recently distributed mimeographsd outlins? 

1" ~...t- Qj111 the broadest goals be served by this plan? Is 
~~:J. there a better reethod or exploiting the value of 

possessing a school with two branchr' lJl t.ro sep-. L I 
~ lor D.t~~ ~ f1-.;" .-;!. ...,.. . "" k ~" 
S~I realize that these are all large and provocative iJ..J questions. I kno>r that everyone is busy at this season 
~ of the year with Confirmation. Graduation, eto . But I 

would appreciate any sort of answer, short or lengthy, 
which yo el d sed to formulate. 

~.~ o ~ :/1 t h any thanks I 

,. .. J. . Sincerely yours. 

"tl:J-.· /-I0L\.'1 A· (w~ W ~ ~ $ ';bi::r:l~A' ~~ 
~ ~"'t. ~ Jc ~ .. 
~y'" Jr d(- ~~,~ 

~ tft~Jt-1. 
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C!on:J7LfJa1io .. £manu-a !B'tu ~'Wn 
2419 & .... T KENWOOD .OULIC ... ... RD . 

M.LW,.U KI:I[ 11 . WISCONSIN STUD Y 0,. 

cR."", cJ/.J.d elf. <J.uJm,." 

8 ~iay, 195) 

Dear Friend: 

At the forthcoming meeting of the C.C.A.R. at Estes 
Park, there will be a symposium and discussion on the 
subject "The State of the Reform Movement - Its Philo­
sophy and Institutions". A whole svening will be 
devoted to this fundamentally important question. 

The Institutions 
and Eisendrath. 
be discussed. 

l1ill be dealt with by Rabbis Glueck 
The merger plan of the HUC-JIR >rill 

The Philosophy w111 be subd1vided into thrse sections -
"Recent History", IICurrent Trended, and "Goals of the 
Reform hovement". Rabbi Br1ckner has done tr.e the honor 
of inviting me to speak on the Goals. 

I have my o.rn views on this vi tal theme, but would like 
to know the opinions of the members ot our Conterence . 
Your counsel and advice woUld enable me to prepare my 
paper more thoroughly. I would apprec1ate hearing from 
you, briefly or at length, on all or any of the folloHing 
questions , >rhlch are formulated Simply for the sake of 
convenience. This 1s not a poll, involving the oalou­
lation of percentages, but a simple effort to take a 
sampling of opin10n on a complex ideological and practioal 
question. 

1. 

2. 

). 

Do you believe that there are two kinds of Reform 
Judaism in Amer10a today - one representing the 
classical pattern and the other repreeenting the 
broader approach discussed at the reoent meeting 
of the UAHC? ~ 

If you thlnk the Reform '.ovement is sho>ring two 
different lines of evolutionary development, do you 
think theee cleavages are bridgeable or not? ~~ 

Do you fesl that the Reform Movement should continue 
its present trends to,,,ard. a) inoreased oeremonialism; 
b) intenSified e'ucation; c) sympathetiC ooncern 
>rith the State of Israel; d) ident1fioation w1th the 
totality of the Jewish people? ~.Ii:1 r 



· -

4. Or do you feel that Reform oan best serve its own 
genius by re~ain1ng constant to its earlier pro-
nouncements and formulations? ~ 

S. Should the goals of the Reform Movement be such as 
to preserve the classical pattern - or should our 
goals be so broadened within the scope of the new 
trends as to ~rovlde place under the Reform roof 
for the myriads of JelTs, unaffiliated and dr1ft!~ 
whose Je'!-rish future may be in our hands? .;u.., ~ 

6. Do you think it may be assumed that a much stronger 
school in Ne't." York than has ourrently been ordered 
by the Board of Governors would help us to achieve 
the winning of the unaffiliated in the world's 
greatest center of Jewish life and population? ~ 

7. The question of the implementation of the merger 
plan of our schools i8 very relevant to the whole 
quest10n of goals of the Reform Movement. Are we 
satisfied with the merger plan as presented to us 
in the recently distributed mimeographed outline? 
Will the broadest goals be served by this plan? Is 
there a better method of exploiting the value of 
possess1ng a school wl tb two branches in tl-!O sep­
arate cities? :J~ ~ t-t. """" .t.... • .., 

I realize that these are all large and provocative 
questions . I knol' that everyone 1s busy at this season 
of the year with Confirmation, Graduation, eto. But I 
would appreciate any Bort of answer, short or lengthYJ 
which you feel dieposed to formulate. 

-,11 th many thanks I am 

Sincerely yours J 

~,-;f A (.w~ 
Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 

HAP/ms 



May 21, 1953 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
Congregation Emanu-El B'ne Jeshurun 
2~19 East Kenwood Boulevard 
Milwaukee 11, Wisconsin 

Dear Herbert: 

.9"-+ kut.; .~ .. , ... 
7.100 ~ ffI...t-.J 
~. -rI.l6'. ~ .. 

9!t-3C.MMI 

I have your mimeographed letter of May 6th, and though you 
probably know my own attitude in these matters, I am going 
to give it to you in writing. 

In answer to question I. Yes, there are two Id.nds of Reform 
Judaism in America today. One is exemplified by the majority 
of congregations and RabbiS, and the other one, by the small 
minority of the American Council. Their recent Conference 
in San Francisco was extremely vicious, not only against 
Israel, but against the whole new trena within the Union. 

In answer to question 2, I believe that the two cleavages 
are bridgeable within the Union, only tor the reason that 
time and history are on our side, and the vociterous minority 
will sooner or later, acquiesce, because the historical 
development will overshadow it completely. 

To question 3, I say wholeheartedly, yes; and to question ~ 
I say equal1y wholeheartedly, no. 

To question 5, I agree with the second halt of the quest10n, 
namely that our goals should be so broadened so as to provide 
place for the myriads ot Jews unaffiliated with a Synagogue. 
I firmly believe that Reform Juda1sm will only survive aDd 
grow if it is completely identified with Klal Yisrael in all 
1ts ramifications. 

With regard to question 6, I am in favor of a much stronger 
school in New York. I believe that in recent years -- atter 
the passing of Stephen S. Wise -- the New York institute has 
been pitifully neglected. A strong Reform institute in the 
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greatest center ot Jewish lite, would be ot utmost importance 
tor the winning ot the unaftiliated. 

In reply to question 7, I haven't seen the recently distri­
buted mimeographed outline, and I am theretore not in a 
position to judge and take sides on this issue. 

I hope that these remarks will be ot some help to you. 

With every best wish, 

Cordially yours, 

~/~ 
Dr. IIai Russbaum, Rabbi 

HN/sb 
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lIay 26, 1953 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
2419 E. Kenwood Boulevard 
Mil.aukee, Wisconsin 

Dear Herbert: 

In regard to your recent circular 
inquiry, I would make the following comment: 

1. Yes, I believe there are two k1Dds. 

2. Time will bridge the cleavage. The 
broader approaoh of Reform is bound 
to crowd out the "classical". 

3. Yes, to 81.1 four. 

4. No. 

5. The broader the better. 
.e...XIS~e.cc:.. 

6. I do not believe tbat tbe di8~anee of 
certain classes held 1D New York will 
win tbe unaffiliated. 

7. I am unable to answer tbis one without 
baving beard tbe full argument on both 
sides. 

Looking forward to seeing you at the 
Conference, I am 

Plaut 

WGP/l 

TnS"_ 

HENRY D. ? KDWI1"1 ........,...-­--­
~1G; ....-



(!O"9"fJaiiDn &u:.nu-Et J3'ru. :J.Jw.wn 
24 •• I[AST KI:NWOOO .OU\..I:VARD 

NIL.WAUKI:E 11. WISCONS'N STUDY 0,. 

d?J&, d/.J .. , d/. <J.wJm",. 

8 }iay, 1953 

Dear Friend: 

At the forthcoming meeting ot the C.C.A.R. at Estee 
Park , there \,1111 be a eYD1!Joslum and discussion on the 
subject 'The State of the Retorm Movement - Its Philo­
sophy and Institutions". A whole evening will be 
devoted to this fundamentally important question. 

The Institutions 
and Eisendrath . 
be discussed. 

1f111 be dealt with by Rabbis Glueck 
The merger plan of the HUC-JIR >rill 

The Philosophy will be subdivided into thrse ssctions -
nReoent History. , .Current Trends-, and "Goals of the 
Reform j·.ovement'. Rabbi Brickner has done n:e the honor 
of inviting me to speak on the Goals. 

I have my o>m views on this vital theme, but would like 
to know the opinions of the members of our Conference . 
Your counsel and advice would enable me to prepare my 

• paper more thoroughly. I would appreoiate hearing from 
you, briefly or at length, on all or any of the follouing 
questions, >rhleb are formulated Simply tor the sake of 
convenience. This is not a poll, involving the oalcu­
lation of percentages, but a simple effort to take a 
sampling of oplnion on a complex ideologioal and practioal 
question. 

1_ Do you believe that there are two kinds of Reform 
Judaism in Amerioa todsy - one representing the :t~" 
classical pattern and the other representing the 
broader ap~roach discussed at the recent meet1ng 
of the UAHC? 

2 . If you think the Reform '.ovement is sho>'ing two ? 
different linee of evolutionary developn:ent, do you , 
think these cleavagee are bridgeable or not? 

). Do you feel that the Reform ov shoul 
its present trends toward. inoreased oeremonlal1sm·~/ 
b ) intensified education; c sympa etic concern i//t?/1 
11ith the State of Israel; d identification with e I ~-'J 
totality of the Jewieh neonle? 

/) , 



· . 

4. Or do you feel that Refor!:! oan best serve its o.Tn ;r'" 
genius by remaining constant to its earlier pro- C/ 
nouncementa and formulations? 

s. )Should t h e goals of the Reform Koveme t be uc as 
ti/o \ to preserve the classical pattern or should our 

goals be so broadened within tile sco e of the new 
trends as to ,rovlde place under the Reform roof ~ 
for t he myriads of Je"s. unaffiliated and drifting 
whose Je~118h future may be in our hands? 

6. Do you think it u.ay be assumed tIlat a mucll strongercrt! 
school in Ne'1 York than has ourrently been ordered 
by the Board of Governors would help us to aohi eve .? AAit 
the winning of the unaff1liated in the world I S ~-...r 
greatest center of Jewish life and population? 

7. The question of the implementation of the merger 
plan of our schools 1s very relevant to the whole AI 
question of goals of the Reform Movement. Are ws / V 0 
satisfied witll the merger plan as presented to us .. 
in the recently distributed mimeographed outline? ~~ 
Will the broadest goals be served by tIlis plan? Isd· . 
there a better method of exploiting the value of 
possessing a school with two branohes 1n t"l0 sel>-
arate cities? 

I realize that these are all large and provocative 
questions. I know that everyone 1s busy at this season 
of the year with Confirmat1on, Graduation, etc. But I 
would appreoiate any sort of answer, short or lengthy, 
which you feel disposed to formulate. 

:11 th many thanks I am 

S1ncerely yours, 

/-jW.L~-r A· (.w~ 
Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 

HAF/ms 



RA BBI MAX RAIS IN, LL. D ., D . D. 
385 £AliT 39TH STREET 

"' ... TERSO'" .... N . .I. 

lJay ~4, 1953 

Rabbi Eerbert A. >r "edman 
Milwaukee, Wi s. 

I)ear l-riend :-

I regret 1 have been t oo busy to reply to your 
circular letter of recent date. Even now I can only write 
to you briefly . Rere are my answers to your questions: 

1) There are still left a number of adherents of what 
yoy call the "classical" pattern, but I think they are much 
in the minority. 

2) I think the "classical" pattern will disappear with 
the passing of time. 

3) 1 do. We must never permit ourselves to remain another 
Karalsm, but must make Reform a genuine Jewish movement, ever 
closer to Klal Yisroel . 

5) 

6) 
have its 
New York 

The answer is the same as to ~uestlon 3 . 

New York, as the greatest Jewish center in U. o.A, shoule 
oi'ln Seminary . 1 would not lessen tne sta tus of the 
school as a full-fledged Seminary for Reform rabbis . 

7) A way sh')uld be found to preserve both our schools on 
the same high level. 

P. s . 
I would suggest that in your report you state the 

nature of the answers without menjioning the names of the 
writers. 
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eUII'TON L LEVINSON. ~D. 

II ..... ' 

MARCUS . H ..... I:I'I 
""K.nU:HT 

Ilabbi Herbert I.. Friedman 
21&19 East X_oed Blvd. 
Milwaukee 11, Wisconsin 

Dear Herb, 

NATHAN HOUITE1H. 1laQ. 

y lca .... IIQICI.NT 

JUUUS DIAMOHDSTONE 
TllUoaUIII'" 

MRS. OLIVER lit. LITMAN 

Helin ... ",. 

I baTe been pondering these queatiol1ll you e_t out with reference to your forth­
coming paper at the CCAR. It seeu to 111.8 t.hat yoar line ot q,uestioning 1s not 
quite objectlye. The questions se. to be directed toward proving a preconceiTed 
notion and principle of .bat Refera 18 and what should be in the fnture. I baTe 
the teeling that you .... beginning ",.,r analJ'aia on the besi. that thor. are lID­
brldgable cleavages in &elora Ju.dai_, one that you choose to call the ·claaslcal.8 

pattern and the other one representing the -broader- approach. That would see. to 
place both ot the.e tTPe. ot R.tor. into opecitic creedal l1:aits. On. believe. 
thus and the other thus. It 1s not 80 sillple. .llter ali, Reform 18 a process, 
and a mood. There 1. no 8harp line of dell&rC8t1on to indicate where one approach 
stopa and the other begins. Aa long as Refona is dynaaic, the process ot change, 
of thought and education will cont1Due. I also feel that your third question 1s 
not quite fair. It presupposes that oul7 at present does Hefol'll concern itsel! 
wi~h the totali~ or the J~h peopl •• 

I baTe cu11ed Just a tew quotations frca. I. Il. Wise at randc:a. 

..... Deed only those cereJlOD1es which in the consciousness of our age have 
meaning and signification of worship and e~evate the soul to God, or which unite us 
to a religious camnunity all. over the world. We must have ceremonies to be sure. 
We must have outward sig:r:us and tokens to unite us into one religious C~1D1t:r. 
Therefore, w. choose the best and the most use.tul.· 

WThe fiercest enem;y ot this persecuted people were at large to secure 
their services. No b~aw. could prostrate them, for knowledge is power. This love 
of learning and reaearch preservea not only ourselves, but &1so our religion. which 
b7 its aubl.l.me nature req1llre. minds dev.loped and refined b7 ~he mental process or 
study. The rekindling of the hearts of our brethren, the sacred :flame which so 
long d1stinguiabed Israel, the love of leaming and research, requires the cooper­
ation of !!! our brethren. w 
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The pbr ... , ... must btl .Americans tirst, Jwe att.enrarda,· which so 
many of our colleagues are fond. of using, 18 a mera string 01 worda without real 
Jleaning, a song witbout sense. 1 _tea of _ent prenUing in tbe United 
States, and tbe Jewish religion are both buUt upon the .... rock of the Old 
To.taRant, tbo )IoO&1c legialat1nn. The rel.1g:1oua and CiTil. duties of Jewish 
Americans, can never, b7 arq poasib1litT, conflict. lIhat JIIlkes it the highest 
interest aD the American stage 18 preciaelY what the Jewish religion teaches.-

Even these fn abort stat.ements, though taken oat of context, reflect what you 
seek to call ths "broad ... approach." I feel, !rca J01lr ",estions, that the :lot­
plementatlon of the merger plan of our schools 1s relevent to the whole question 
of the goals of the Retana JIOveent. If you want to be object1'fe about the goals 
of the Reform movement, I do not see bow you can confuse the tao. Pereonallr I 
welccme the announcement of the plan. I have mallJ" friends in this area 'Who are 
gradnates of the Institute. And ;ret, though the schools have been aorged now tor 
several years. I bave had the feel..1ng and I thiDk they did too, that we wera still 
two separate Rabbinical Bodie. though thq Mt under one roof. Until there is a 
single graduating claes com.1ng out ot the College-Inatitute and learning at the 
feet of the saae teachers, receiving., its inspiration. traa one S1.n&1, we w1l.l not 
have a united Retona aOTe:ment. I believe that the latest decision was a natural 
and inert table step, and a good.one. 

~eTe seems to be in YOur' line of quest10ning an unspoken assumption that the 
New York school dea1s with the totality of Jewish life and the Cincinnati school 
does not. I think this implication 1.8 unfair and will be resented by IIIUl1' of 
your colleagues. 

Sincerely, 

~ ~ f.r::J.w-v.,~ 
Dr. Burton E. son, 

RABBI 
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Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman, 
Congregation Emanu-El B'nti Jeshurun, 
2419 East Kenwood Boulevard, 
Milwaukee 11, Wisconsin. 

Deer Herbert: 

R~OENC., 

1845 SOlTTHERN DRIVE: 
VAl..l.&Y ST'JIIc....... N. V. 

VA 5·ea43 

May 18,1953. 

I have received your letter of May 8th with its quastions pointing 
towards the symposium in which you will participate . Following are my op­
inions: 

II - There is no question but that there are two approaches to Re­
form JUdaism today, one wbich clings to the attitude which prompted the 
Pittsburgh Platform, and the other which is governed by the real needs of 
the Jewish people today. 

#2 - I wouldn 't say that there are two different lines of develop­
ment, but that classical Reform .. a. the evolutionary developmentl'~ ~!,da!l~ (-
upon the reaction to the formal religion 01: Europe _ The '> 0$ 1)_ 

ceremoniea, was consistent with the general reaction against Id institu-
tions of Europe, religious}1, econom1c~ and pOlitical)t. In America, 
Reform was consistent in its early days with the bold aweep of radical1sm 
in America which sought to sever itself from all vestiges of the dead hand 
of the past. Indifference to Zionism was part of the hope of most Ameri-
cans that here in this land a Messianic .Itate would be built. 

The changes in the Reform movement today are consistent with the 
general ideae of our present day . Liberalism is tempered with some rever­
ence for the forms of the past although there is no complete ~render to 
these forms. The advent of Hitler and the difficulties develop!'t on the 
American poUtical scene have combined to temper the Reform attHude to­
wards Zionism . Americ8~ is no longer ~een to the the only Messi8~e state 
and there is some quest10n as to whether it will achieve tbis status . At 
the same time, Jews have realized the necessity of identifying themselves 
wit h Jewry as a continuing people ~ 

It follows t ha t I do not believe that the cleavages 1n Reform are 
unbridgeable. I believe that the new development i. destined to grow out 
of the old and in time there will be no conflict at all. 

#3 - I must agree with B, C and D. The trend towards increased 
ceremonialism is desirable only if Reform Jews maintain; (one l the right to 
choose such ceremonies as they wish to observe; ~t~J so ~ong as they 
understand th9t the observance of ceremonies is not mandatory and does not 
have divine sanctiont3~o long as they ~~t up high standards to determine 
which ceremonies shoul't be l.neluded snq; io long as they emphasize over and 
above ceremonies the ethics of Judaism . I believe all these things are 
possible and desirable . 

#4 - I do not believe it is possible for Reform to remain constant 
to the Pittsburgh Platform without committing suicide . 
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The people will leave Reform behind. I speak as the Rabbi of a new congre­
gation in the Metropolitan area where the modified Reform has achieved over­
whelming success in anticipating the needs of young married people . 

#5 - Most Jews today are drifting . The modified Reform movement can 
attract the majority of these . Jews and provide t hem with a warm approach 
to Judaism . This is evidenced in my community Where the need for a Oon­
servative congregation seems not to exist although there is a 8mBll Ortho­
dox congregation here . 

#6 - Since I feel that the vast majority of Jews are drifting, and 
since the preponderence ot6trewish population in Amer ica is in the New York 
area, it follows that if Reform wished really to attract Jews to its tents, 
it must maintain its strongest institutions in this area. The trend at the 
population 1n this area 1s towards modified Reform . The existence of t~e 
New York school has helped immeasurably in initiating and guiding t his 
trend. The placIng of New York students i n new congregations has tp"c';:JIo<.~~';;;~d-· 
the trend. The present plan of the Board of Governors is obv1ously a re-
treat ordered in the ,"-ds t of vict~ious battle . Every effort should be 
made t o strenghten the New York school as the source of Reform influence 
in this area . More students should be attracted to it. The replacement 
of such key men as Simon Halkin, Tzernow1tz, and Slonimsky by men of their 
approximate stature on a full time basis must be achieved to restore the 
status of the school to what it was When the merger took place. From this 
point the faculty should then be increased Bnd t he services of the Bchool 
broadened . This _bula be consistent with the need and the success at Re-
form Judaism in this area in which the Nell York school has played a most 
significant part. 

#7 - It is my opinion that the New York school will perish if the 
present plan is carried out . I am even opposed to the transfer of Cincin­
nati students to New York and New York students to Cincinnati on anything 
resembling an equal basis . I fal~ to see why a mature student should be 
forced to choose to attend two schools rather than one . It t...s my feeling 
that older men with families will be discouraged from atten~ Rabbinical 
Seminary which imposes the necessity of moving from Eastern to Central 
America to complete a course . One of the great values of the New York 
school is that it has been able to attract older men who are able to main­
tain side jobs while they attend school ~ New York. These men have proven 
to be among the better or our graduates. I know that few if any of them 
could have taken the trip to Cincinnati . I would say that at least one 
third of our men would come in this category. 

The mere talk of splitting the curriculum has hurt the status of 
the New York school tremendously in New Yat"k. I have spoken to several 
men who say that they will go directly to Cincinnati or nowhere at all . 
Rabb1 Jarashow who conducted a class for pre-rabbinical students at Har­
vard says that all of the JIR entrants indicated a, desire to go either to 
Cincinnati or to JTS purely because of the decdin,dI status of the New York 
scbool . () 
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This 1s the psychologies 1 moment in whioh Refo'rm Judaism 
can come to dominate the New York s.res. We need a larger and 
more influenuial school in New York to take ad~antage of a 
situation which exists. To retreat now 1s to be afraid or success. 

The N.Y. B.d of Reform Rabbis voted on Thursday past , 
May 21st , to request the Bd. of Governors to postpone the 
implementat1<m of the plan, and to consult with lay and Rabbinic 
leaders before carrying out the plan. The~e was one dissenting 
vote. The Delegates of the NY Fed. of Ref. GOngI'. voted Monday. 
~AY 24th in favor of the same motion unanimously after Gluck 
bad mSde one of pis best speeChes. Large numbers attended both 
meetings. 

Let me know if I can help in any way. 

Best wishes, 
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AT TH' UNIVERSIT Y O. PENNS YL VANIA 1!l 
Lou •• MAililSHA LL H o u sl: ==================== 

2 02 SOUTH ::IS,... .nt.lIT. P'H ILAOI[U'H IIo • 

Dear Colleague: 

R ..... ' T ... IIODOftll H . GoltDOH 
OI_"CTDe 

In responae to "our lnquu,. ot )[87 8, I ha.e the toUow1Dg ideas to sll8geat 
in r e the respect1.e questiona: 

1) I detll11 tal" do DOt belle.e that there are two !r'nd. at 
Reto ... Juda1 ... 1D America tod87. !rile so-called "two Ir1Dds" 
are "'1'.1" two aspects at the D01'IIIIl .bb and now ot 1deas 
and re.et10na. ~o call thea two Ir1Dds at Judah. would be 
to over-intellectual1se and abatract what 18 a nol'mal 
bmlen proo •••• 

') I teal d.tinltel" that we .u.t oontlDue and e.an 10tena1t;y 
the present tl'8lld. .s ;you 1JId1eat.. Othe:rw1a. ~ Retol'll 
Judal .. will b. loat bee ..... 110 will h ... departed rro. the 
bas10 psJabolog1cal toUDd~na ot buaaD lite. It ..... to 
lIle that R.to", .rudal .. hl.no!;l., •• uot1a1li) a but 
rather an to .rewish lit.. • • __ 10 guard 

:
~~~~ a tlIed pattern, but .u.t !reep a nez1ble 

i~~~~i:~~~~r.lat.d to lite, - it. sooial, and al de.elopment. Reto ... Jud.l .. ~ 
plies !bia is th. oppo.lte at • 
tlIed was t1xedl 

4) I t.el that Reto", can 'een. Its own genWu." onl" b" r ,.p'u1ns 
aeneltlYe to t he ohanglng needs at .rewr;r. Our responalbll1t" 
in _rloa in 1953 18 to be true to the needs at _rloan .rew. 
here and now, 'rIIJ.a waa our gem.us in the beg1nn1ng and _st 
contlDue to be. 

5) Should Reto ... Juda1am take tha poa1tiOD that it _st presene 
the "Cl~ • • 1cal Pattern", then 110 w111 be p.;yohologioall" and 
philoaophioall" DO dltterent tro-.Orthodoz;y. I stres8 ag~ JQ' 
teeling that 110 is Dot but approach 1Ih1ch 1a euenUal 
10 Reto..,. Judd.... . e approaCh that Judd_ h not 
tixed, not God-ordained ita det81ls nor in ita ...t .. lo.... U 
C81'e111OII1e s were pla"ed down and r1 tuala"lii ld un'RpOrtant in the 
earl" "ears ot Retom .rud81am, 110 was beoun Reto", wu .euit1.e 
to the th1pk'ng and experienoe ot that generation. It is ...... 
questlonabl" the trend in our generation to reellpbaal.e rltual 
and ce1'8lIIOD7. - and, In JQ' judgJllent, on the sound •• t ps;rohologlcal 
grounds. - and Reto", .ruda1am would be derelict it 110 clung to 
Its "orthodoz;y" In derianoe at the obYlous ne.ds at our generat10n. 

6) I have DO Judgment on the questlon at the school 10 . ew York. 

AN AQItNCY Df:VOT~D TO CULTURA~ "~LIOIOUS AND COUNSCLINO SERVICE AMONO .Jhl.H UNIVI:RBITY IITUOE:NT. 

Affiliatt:d with dlo!: B'Nd 8'rith HiUd Fowndatioru at: Amt'IiI;;dn Unn.miriu -:. Mnnber AtmC1 of w Allio£d kwUh ~ 



L~r to Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman. dtd KaT 18. 1953. oont'd 

I hope theBe reactions. unpol1shed as they may be ..... 1 be helptul to 
)'ou. I onl1 rlah that I could be 111 attendanoe at the aeetiDg at 
Eatea Park to partioipate in the diaous8ion. 

TIIG,ag 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
COIiGREGATIOIi EIIAlIU-EL B'1iE JESI!U1m1I 
2419 Bu,t Kenwood Boul.vard 
Milwauk ... ll, Wlocons1l1 

Beat r.garda • 

• II. Gordon 
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lIIay 28, 1953 

Rabbi Herbert Friedman 
2419 East Xc wood Iloulevard 
Ml1~.ukee, Wisconsin 

Illy dear colleague: 

I have your letter ot the 8th, which I can 
an.wer only by writing a long _gillah, which 
I am hoth too lazy to do and too considerate 
ot your own health to have you go through it • 

I bave 80me very definite ideas about the 
questions which you aaked and I would very 
muc~ like to talk thi. matter over wIth you 
betore you go to Eates Park,since the illness 
ot my "U'e Will prevent my coming. 

So it you happen to be in Chicago at any time, 
I will b. glad to discu •• the matter with you. 
Our pre.ent-da~ R.to~ certainly needs clarit­
ication. 

GGF:V 

GlS~erelY yours, 

p , WAA AJ1-~ 
G~ G~;g;-.pox 
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IIa.V 26, 1953 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
2419 E. Kenwood Blvd. 
1l11waukee, 11, Wise. 

Dear Herbert: 

o;,~ 0/ JI~ 
JACOB w. SALz 

Please excuse my delay In answering your letter of the 
8th of May regarding "The State of the Reform Movement." 

In thinking the matter over rather briefly, it would 
seem to me that we are in a state of transition and the lines 
of demarcation between the classical pattern ~~d the broader 
approach are not clear nor rigid. Some years ago, Elaendrath, 
at one of our conferences, asked for a synthesis between the 
Universalistic and the Particularstic. Perhaps that is tbe 
direotion in wbicb we sbould work. 

It would appear to IDS that people are rather important 
in this entire evolution. While I bave been brought up in the 
so called classical pattern, it is my belief that in attract­
ing neW adherents to our group there should be a "give and 
take." Tbey add mucb to our movement on tbe on" hand in loyal­
ty- On the other hand they should receive consideration from 
us. 

I cannot visualize our Reform movement as hard and fast 
1n an unchanging mold. 

71ith personal regardS, 

FIR/!< 

Cordially yours, 

~. 
F.I. Ryp1ns 
Rabbi 



TEIIPLE 
MARTI N J. ZION 

RABBI 

EMA NUEL 
Missis.Sippi lit Twelfth 

DAVENPORT . IOWA 

May 27, 1953. 

Raobi Herbert Friedman 
2419 E. Kenwood Blvd. 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

Dear HerD: 

I wish to acknowledge your letter or May 8 invit1ng comment on same 
~ghtr import ant questions. I have every confIdence that you wIll de~l with 
these questions in a wise, ccurageou8 and forthright manner. 

I endorse wholeheartedly the present proclIvity ot the Reform Movem~nt 
towards greater emphasis in education, ceremonialism and identification with 
the totality of our people. It seems to me that the goals of Reform can be 
best perpetuated through these avenues of Jewish living an d experience. I 
reel that Beform through~ approach and emphasis can contribube significantly 
to the t otality of Jewish life. 

The following paragraph La taken from the first p'aragraph of an interview 
with Dr. Wise, of bless ed memory, as recorded in the first annual of the In­
stitute published in 1926: 

"What does the Institute mean, why was it founded--what, in a word, 
were the needs thst moved you to undertake its founding'" 

II have felt for about ten years--ln other warda, five years before 
the founding of the Institute--that the time was ripe for the creation 
of a new schoo l for Jewish l~arn1ng. For one thing, the Jewish popu­
lation had grown enormousl~ $ince the founding of the Hebrew Union 
College in 1675, and the Jewish Theological Seminary in 1685. Jews 
did not realize that when Isaac M. ~se, the organ izing genius of 
Amer.1can Israel, founded the Hebre,w Union College, the Jewish popu­
lation of America was less than one quarte r of a M.1~llon; the Jew-
ish population of America had probably n ot grown beyond a half to 
three-quarters of a million by 1885, when t he Jewish The ological 
Seminary was established. Today there are tour boroughs in New 
York~ each of whic h comprises a larger population than did A~rica 
in 1075.' 

HOW~~O~\ so today, 

Lo~king forward to see ing you in Estes Park, 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Martin J. Zion 



HEBREW UNION COLLEGE ........ CINCINNATI 
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Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
2419 E. Kenwood Blvd. 
Milwaukee, Wis. 

My dear Herbertl 

CLIFTON AVENUE· CINCINNATI 20, OHIO 

May 25,1953 

Your circular letter of May g reacbed ae a week or so 
ago. I purposely delayed replying to it tbat I migbt give it 
tbe careful consideration which it unquestionably merits. 

In response to your first question, I must say emphati­
cally that I believe tbat not only are there ~ two kinds of 
Reform Judaism in America today, but also that, in truth, Reform 
Judaism so-called has alIIost ceased to exist. We s till use tbe 
name because of babit, but we bave alIIost completely outgrown 
tbat whicb a generation or two ago was called Reform. Actually, 
Reform Judaism was an iJlportation from GenIIany by immigrant German 
rabbis who sought to propagate, here in free and progressive 
America, tbat liberal Judaism whicb bad evolved in progressive 
and liberal Germany in the Il1ddle of tbe nineteentb century. and 
whicb proved to be a sbort-lived movement in that country. So 
long as the influence of tbese German-born rabbis and tbeir 
immediate disciples persisted, Reform Judaism flourisbed in this 
country. Its official expression was the Pittsburgh Platform. 

The fact that the CCAR found it advisable, or even necessary, to 
adopt another Platform, that approved at the Columbus Convention, 
1. the be.t evidence of the passing of tbe old Reform Judaism. 
A3 you know, the Columbus Platform altered, and even repudiated, 
mucb of what the Pittsburgh Platform bad affirmed. 

It is significant that Dr. Isaac M. Wise seldom used tbe 
term Reform Judaism. Almost from the day of his landing in 
this country, he spoke of American Judaism. He bad clear vision 
and constructive foresight. What we are doing today, largely in 
his spirit, is at last,witb a consciou.ness which is ju.t beginning 
to understand, building a positive and progressive American Judaism. 
To tbis task every group of Jews in America must eventually make 
its indispensable contribution. I am sure tbat I need not attempt 
to define for you wbat this American Judaism will become in tbe 
course of time. It will be another, and a significan~ expression 
of historic Judaism, for its evolution must be along tbe lines of 
pro5~:ss whicb Jewish history bas marked out for us. This is 
fun ental. 

The Hebrew Union College bas been, at least for the last 
thirty years, deeply sensitive of this situation and tbis need. 
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It has sought sincerely and steadfastly to proclaim this program 
and to guide and stimulate it in its realization. 

Accordingly, there is no need whatevEr to conjure up the 
bo8ie of two expressions of Reform J udaism in America and to 
label the one Clas sicel, with the i mplication that it advocates 
a program of standing still, or even of reaction to a past long 
outgrown. To do this merely beclouds the issue and creates 
division, and dissension, and internal disunion which can only 
weaken Our cause. The goals of the Reform movement may perhaps 
be clearly defined in the light of our present-day situat ion 
and its trends. But they should be defined solely in relation­
ship to the facts as they are and as they must be interpreted 
in the light of Jewish history, and in no other manner. 

This, I belieTe, covers t he first five paragraphs of your 
questionnaire. 

In answer to your sixth, let me say as emphaticelly as I 
can that it is not the ~sk of a branch of the Hebrew Union 
College in New York City to win over the unaffiliated. That 
is the task of the Union of ~rican Hebrew Congregations. 
Because of the significance of the New York Jewish community, 
the Union was impelled to transfer its headquarters to the 
metropolis. That it is doing an etfective piece of work there 
is beyond question. I might also remark in passing that I see 
lit tle evidence that the presence of the JIR In New York City , 
since its founding in 1922, has in any way attracted unaffiliated 
Jews to the cause of Reform, or ot American Judaism as I pref'er 
to call it. I say this not in critiCism, but as a historic 
f'act. The function of' a rabbinicel seminary Is, in the f'irst 
degree, to train rabbis and to impart to them a conTiction and 
a program. Just this is the task of' the HUC-JIR today. 

I feel strongly that to inject the is s ue of the merger of 
HUCandJIR into thi s discussion is an ill-advised and unfortunate 
procedure. Our seminary is, in itself, not a goal, but an 
instrument. That instrument mus t be made as effective and 
useful as possible. It is imperative that it feel its way and 
guard against missteps. This is the task and t he responsibility 
of its administration. Too much outside interference therein 
can be productive of only misfortune for our movement. What 
the branch of' the School in New York City will develop into, only 
time can tell. But of this we may all be sure, that the HUC-JIR 
cannot afford to operate in New York City, the great Jewish metropoliS 
of the world, an institution which will be inadequate or in any way 
discreditable. This it senses f'ull well. The very fact that it 
has loca'ed in its New York branch the School , of Jewish Sacred 
Music and likewise the School of Jewish Education, the i mportance 
of both ot which is growing steadily, is the best evidence of'the 
truth ot this principle. As needs and opportuniti es for enlarged 
serTice become clearer in connection with the School in New York 
City, you may be sure that the institution will be expanded. Let 
us leaTe this matter in that state. Let us guard ourselves earnestly 
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against causing trouble and making the task of the administrators 
of the institution unduly difficult, or even impossible. For 
this, there would be no excuse whatever. 

With cordial greetings, and all good wishes, I am 

Very sincerely yours, 



.... "'AMAM .... 'N.-TIPN. "' .... , 

.... D ..... e ..... "'CCA~ .... YIL 
T'CL.CO'MO .... _ .... 

Slizpa~ (gongrrgation 
1Idt.. ad _rrtlp; ffrlf. ~ a:,.,u 

arinaUtt ub •• tntnt 1\.,... 
GI!JattauDog. 3, (hun,. ..... 

~ 28. 1953 • 

Rabbi Barbert A. hiM-n. 
Congreglltlon .-m.-:Il :BIDe J.8lmr1m. 
2419 But ][.""004 Boul.en.rd. 
Milwaube 11, Ylacona1D.. 

Dear lIabbi J'r1_:-

I sa 10ok1Jlg fo_ wi til Il1cIl antlc1I'&\101l to llltenlllg to :rour part 
in the lI7lIIPOol- on __ state of the 118fOZ'll "', t - n. l'blloeopb:r &lid 
Ina'll t11tlou·. !be foUow1.Dg represent. ., oouidere4 point of Tl_ in 
reference to the quetltioJllJ TOU put. I all atWilpt to· 81 them ftl7' 
briefl:r in tho ofter ;rou pa.t th_: 

1. I beliove that thero are two _111 \:rp .. of 118fo1'ii ol'ada1_ in America 
to~. I haTe no Q1Ip&tq-, ho" .. er, with the elaalS.cal. pattern. 

2. I belleYa that thea_ clea...aps can and 'JI18t be bridged. 

3. a. 110. 
b. 18', 
c. Ye •• 
iI.. Tel. 

4. I .. opposed. to rlg1dlt:r in the W01'ii IIoTeMnt. 

5. I believe that w. ebauld "8100_ aU Jew_ who w1eh to become &:t'fll1atec1 
with our IIof01'lll moTOant. but I woul.d not ourrendor or modif)- baoie IIoto .. 
principle. &ad gonar&ll:r accopted. W01'ii pracUooa in order to 1>ocomo .. 
_Jor!t,. group in American Jw!a1 .... 

6. I ballon thot the arrangollOnt outlined by the board of gonrllor. will 
_ fer the progr ... of the !Iro-JIR. both opirituoll:r ""'" _tor!All:r. 

7. I am perfect~ eatl.ft.ed ard neD plee.sed with the merger plan presented 
to us in the mimeographed outline. I deepl¥ feel that, in tbe course o'f 
time, we wlil win the ure1til1ated ill S- York &Dd other larp CHlnte" by 
tho _r of the truth reaident in our Be:tona philoaopb:r and not by the loca­
tiOI1 of onr IIef01'll J.,1sh lnotltutlollll or their I>&rlicular program in .. 
certain locaUol1. 

Tour quest ione indicate that ;you are d8'Yotins TerT .erioua and consecrated. 
thought to all o'f these questions. I feel certain that your paper aDd the 
other papers ill the s,mpDBllDD will lead to f'ru.Utul discus.lou and resolu.­
tlone. 

With best viwbel, I am 

U:A 

Sj~:r=--~ 
(Babbi) ~7elnotein. 
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RABBI DUDLey W£INBERG 
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28 
1953 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
Congregation Emanu-El B'ne Jeshurun 
2419 East Kenwood Boulevard 
Milwaukee II, Wisconsin 

Dear Herbert: 

I wish that I could cODDDent at length on the 
various questions you ask In your letter of 
May 8. For reaSODS which I need Dot elaborate, 
1- must contine my answe'ra to the m1nl11Ul1 yes 
and no variety. I hope thia will be helpful 
to you. 

My answers to your questions are .e tollows: 

1. 
2. 
3. 

t 
6, 
7. 

Yea 
Yea 
Yes on all tour counte. 
No 
Goa18 should b. broadened but this need not 
entail any aacrifice of really baoic principles. 
Yea 
I am not satisfied with the present merger plan. 

I wiah that I could look forward to hearing your 
paper and to participating in the discus. ion of 
it. Unfortunately, however, I eha11 not be 
present at the June meetIng ot the Conference. 

All good wishes to you. 

ly, 

DlI:ro Rabbi ~d~einberg 



28 Ma,. 1953. 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
2419 E. Kenwood Boulevard 
Milwaukee II, Wioc. 

Dear Herb: 

If this letter is both tard,. and insufficient 
put tho bl ..... on the fact that we have spent 
the 1ut few weeka debating our personal futures 
and have final 1,. decided to leave Rockville 
Centre in favor of Te.ph laraal in Bo.ton. 
Having been through a siailor experience recentl,. 
,.ourself I know 70U will understand how it pla7s 
havoc with one 'a beat intention.. I shall trT 
brletlr. however, to answer TOur warlous questions 
uaing the same numbers a. appeared in 70ur letter 
of 8 Ka7. 

1. I believe thare 1. onl,. on. kind of Reform 
JUdai .. aariting an,. attention tod_7 na.e17 
that evidenced at the reoent Biennial. In m)' 
opinion the so-called ·classical pattern" 1. 
no longer even a part of Reform JUdai_ and 
merits no attention or consideration by us. 

2. The answer to this que.tion i. implicit in what 
I bave said above. 

3. I most certainly do believe that our movement 
should and must continue ita present trends 
outline4 in thh question. 

4. Thio, too, hao alread,. been anowered b7 im­
plication. 

5. Already anewered in the information given above. 

6. I believe the current merger plan for tho school 
is a grave mietake and have indicated this to 
Belson Glueck. 

7. This has alao b,. implication been answered. 

I tru.t m)' opinions in these matters will be help­
ful to ,.ou and not too late for 70ur consideration 
with reterenee to your Conference paper. 



RABBI ROLAl'll.'"D D. GrrrEL80HN' 

430 Co: MOTT AVItNU!: 

RO<OKVILL£ Cl!:NTRE. ... _ ..... !'ol.T. 

28 May 1953. 

Rabbi Herbert A. Priedman 
continued - page 2. 

Unfortunately. I shall be unable to Join 
you 1n Estes Park myself but hope the 
Conference w111 be a succ8satul and 
interesting one. 

Cordia Hr. 

Rabbi Roland B. Gittelsobn 

rb8lb 

I 



Sanford E. Rosen, RAbbi 

PENINSULA TEMl'UI BETH EL • ALAMEDA OE LAS PULGAS AND 20lb A\Il!NUB, SAN lolATEO, CALIFORNIA 

" ..... 20, 1953 

llabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
Congregation Emanu-El Dine Jesburun 
2419 East Kenwood Boulevard 
Milwaukee 11, Wisconsin 

Dear Herbert: 

The questions you ask in your form letter of Hay 6 are 
indeed, as you say, complex, but they are important. 
I shall give you my "al regel achu !! answers according 
to your l'lll.DIbering of the questions. 

1. Althougb I am not familiar with the discussions at 
the recent meeting of the UAHC, on the b8.81s of JIIY 

own experience I am convinced that the vast majority of 
our Eeform Jew today are basicall:y of one kind. It is 
lIIiY impression that they- have accepted as fundamental the 
principle of change and development and are, for the most 
part, not averse to the u,se of re-interpreted, older cere­
monial forms. In Cal.ifornia, at least, it may be said 
that onl.y- among a few isolated lq people is the classi­
cal pattern prevalent. 

2. Evident. 

3 . Yes, on all four items . 

4. Reform Judaism would not be Reform Judaism were it to 
adopt a status quo on the level of earlier pronounce­

ments and formulations. 

5. My own service to the Jewish community of America 
has been in the area of developing two new congrega­

tions within the Refonn Movement during the past six years. 
Both of these congregations consist largely of people who 
had no previous association With liberal Judaism. But 
our tGOvement has been progressi va enough to prOvide for 
the spiritual needs of folls with Conservative and ()t.hodox 
backgrounds, to the extent that as they become more 
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familiar with the principles of Heform, they testify in 
ever increasing numbers that they wre Reform Jews most 
of their lives but really did not know it. (1 believe 
this, as a matter of fact, is also the case witb our BO­

called atheist1-c brothers in tile State of Israel. Too 
many Jews have the impression that if one 1s not Ortho­
dox or Conservative, he is not Jewish in the religious 
sense. our main task is to inform them of liberalism.) 

1 cannot express any opinion on Questions 6 and 7, since 
1 am not familiar enough with New York Jewry nor with 
the details of the merger plan as presented in the mimeo­
graphed outline you mention. 1 do not recall ever receiv­
ing a copy of this plan. 

r hope that the above is .mat you had in mind. r shall 
be looking forward to hearing your presentation and to 
participati~ in the discussions at Estes Park. Mean­
wb.il.e, accept my warm personal. regards . 

Sincerely, 

SER:FL f-
• 

1 

I 



CONGREGATION BETH EL 
AIitCH AHD VINE IITAEET. 

alElIlKELEY 

1iarbert ~ . J'rledman, Babbl 
CODgr8gation lIDanu Xl. B'ne J'eahurun 
24l.9 1!oat Kellllood IIoulna1'll 
lUlwaulcBe 11, Wlacouln 

Doar Friend: 

SIDNEY AKSELRAO. IU .... ' 

ASH.II""'" 3 .... * 

I do DOt tMl tlat _ bui. problU. 1ll ...... r10&l1-
Jewish lite 1. ODe at Ortbodox, CCIDIJ • .,...:t!Te or Reform. 
Judai8lll . Our probl.ea 18 _ preaenaU .... and perpetu­
a.tion or .rudaiam 1tselt 1D a __ D1.D&tul and bBal:tb:t'ul 
torm. IJost Jews toda1 '17 0Jll.y in degree ot aba.MaDe. I 
experience and DOatalgia . In IIJ1' opinion it 18 ridicu­
lous tor Boto~ Cong~tloD8 to turn away the fruitful 
reaerToir ot interested .r ... ~ declln1.Da to JMU'D11 t tlle 
us. ot a skull cap or tails. tat us taft more MAflD1ng_ 
tul ceremonialism, tntenalt1ed education and Ident1tl­
cation with tha aap1ro.tio"'ot tile J ... 1ah people at large. 

Trwsti:as tbat th1a brie.r response to your inquil'7 
.may be ot SaM 'Tal_ to you, I am. 

S1lleerely 

~~ 
Sl:el 
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'labb:! Herbert A. Friedman 
Congregation EManu-E) Sine Jeshurun 
2419 East Kenwood Boulevard 
Milwaukee U t Wisconsin 

Dear Herb: 

I wO!lld like to answer your letter of the eighth of l'.ay 
in detail . Unfortunately-3.6.S you well know, thu iG the 
tlJce when no rabbi can find the oPIX>rtunlty for a long 
philosophical diI!!COUnJ8 . However J I would like to £.81 
that I do rot believe that there are b.-o \ru>da of 
P.ef'orm Juda18lt.. On the cmtra.ry, I ee~ that we are 
dealing rather vi th a t1J:w! laC situation. . The lnn1.:..ence 
of the German iJl!:ni.gratiC'J'!. and C'Jlture patterns upon 
Reform Ju.1nlB11l .;1P1'e !\'lost profound in 2: period which l<:.~ted 
untU \':orld Ear 1. J..iter "'orld :';ar I we began to feel 
t.he 1nfiupnce of inf'iltratioo of Jews of test European 
origin who lilted :s)'l!Ibols and ceremonies . 

Those cOllUllUDities 1n which the impact of this populatlcn 
b roost profound are those with maJdJ:nnrI ceremonies J 

intensified education, etc. Those cor;mun1ties vh1ch were 
most isolated geographically Or financially are only now 
beginning to feel that influence . I can only give my 
own congregation as an exampl.e. We are 103 years old . 
The vaet majority of my "Board are the children of Ortrodox 
parp.nts. Sevent:r pel" ~ent of my c~ngre~ation are of 
East European origins. I bave had no resistance, even 
to the introduction of a cantor, except !'rail: a few 
isolated ind1vidualG . 

In other words J I do not think that we are showing two 
defim te trends. ~e are merely in a period of overlap 
of two separate cultura1 infiuences. I cert.ai.r!ly 811 in 
favor of every technique wtdch would proVide the JI'.axiJ:au:l 
r.urnber of Je"If~ L., the liberal fold. To meJ Reform is a 
matter of philosophy rather than one 0 f practice • 

1 8 2 1 E MER SON A V E N U E • D A Y T 0 H 6, 0 H I 0 • T A Y LOR 7 4 0 9 
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On the other hand, J do not feel as JUtbbi Abram Goodmen 
does (or at least is purported to feel as reported in the 
last issue of liThe Jewisn Post") J that there were ideological 
reasons for what has happened in the present nerger plan . 

The problem is, I under.stand, essentially a matter of 
economics . Perhaps you have bad more success w1;th raising 
funds for the CoMbined Campaign or in achieving erxiowments 
.for the Hebrew- Union College-Jewisb Institute of' Religion 
than I have . But it is my experience that, even thougb 
my congregation bas a long tradition of .relationship to 
the College (we _~re one of the first nine to form The 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations), there was far less 
loyalty to it than there is to the defense agencies . I 
have a feeling that, if we could solve the economic problem, 
the details of a merger could be changed . 

Kindest personal regards . 

Sincerely, • 

.f..t.-~,. , Ii . Cf-L.. ~ kJ 
Selwyn D. RuslBnder 7I'I. J. 

SDR: ms 
I 

1 8 Z 1 E MER SON A V E N U E· • 0 A Y TON 6, 0 H I 0 • T A Y lOR 7 4 0 9 



AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE Tm.EPHONB MUnAY Hn.L 2-1160 NEW YORK 17. N. Y. 

IIa;r 15. 1953 
Cable Addreu: AMZlONlST 

Rabbi Herbert ~. 'riedman 
Concregatlon ~u.-n BI ne J eahurun 
2419 last ~envood Boulevard 
Milwaukee 11. Wiscon.ln 

Dear Rerbert: 

Enclosed. 18 a cOPT of my letter to Rabbi Morton Berman 1n Chicago and 
the letter I have Just sent to !late Perllman here in New York. 

I deep17 regret that I .hall not be at :let •• Park but I tb1nk that the 
battle wIll be in capable handa, knowing that )"OU and MlcQ.y and the othere 
will not toke this ~ing down. 

In reply to your qUfttlonnaire of Mq 8, I ahou.ld Bay the following: 

1) Reform JD.da1.811l •• a reprele.nted both by the aplrlt and the pronouncement of 
the recent blennial of the 'tWlC. 11 unque.tlonabq in 117 mind the Reform JudaJ.811 
that obtains in the United Statea todq. !here is of course a .mall segment who 
cling to the eo-called -elaas1ca1" pattern of the lat. 19th centurr. A. tar .. 
I can jn.dge by" tlq eorr.'pondence with over 700 communities in the U. S. and w1th 
rabbinicsl and l.q leaders. th10 ._ant io 011&11 and dTing ot its own inner 
lack of T1 tamins. 

2) I do not believe that the segment represented in mr 
brought Yho1~ into the fold of Refor. Judaism toda¥. 
ant group which will persist to the bitter end. 

answer to #'1 aboTe can be 
I think the1' are a reslst-

J) I believe firmly that the Reform IIOTement .hould continue it. present trend.. 
towards 

a) increased ceremonialism. where that lends beaat7 and eignificance to 
our belief. ~ our patterns ot aocial and indiv1dual endeaTor; 

b) without a:D:T dou.bts. intenalf1ed religious educat10n ItUl.t be the ob­
jectiva of our movementi 

c) s7mpathet1c concern with the State of Israe1 and aid in help1ng 1t 
to surmount its problems cannot fail to be a pillar of the American 
Jewish community and Betorm Jews; 

d) without identif1cat1on with Ilal Tiaroel, ~ group, large or small. 
within the Jewish people. i8 caught in a backwash and aut 8l1CCwab. 

4) The Tel'7 apiri t and gen1aa of Reform 1. ita syolution&r7 nature. Earlier 
pronouncement. and formulations, -.oweT", well the;r IIl!lf have eerved their own 
a.a.r" must be reeD.lllnad continllousl¥. Even. those of our own time need constant 
emmination and change. 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
u.duaab., Women', Zionist Orpniutioo 01 America • u.poel llamiUllcbi • lAbor Zioru.t OrpniQtion 01 Amezit.a.Poalo Zion 
• Milr.t.bi OrpmAtion of Amuic, ProsrcAive ZioDilt Lur;uc-Hashorotr Hal1air United ZioDilt Labor Pu1y (Adwht 
~u Avodah-Po.Jfl Zion) • Zionilt Orpoiation 01 Amuia • ZionUtJ.Rerilioniftl 01 AnMrica 
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5) I thoroogbl7 agree to 'your formulation. 

6) The attltades I expressed in the beginning of this letter indicate ~ 
position. 

7) Dr. Wise- undoubtedly believed in a merger that woald produce ODe Bchool. 
one faculty and one Itudent bod:". '!he implementation of his dream eerta1Dl:' 
18 not carried forth by the present proposal. It we wh.o oppose it could 
have in oar posseBBlon all the fiscal facts and statistics, all the material 
eTldenc8a, we would be in a bet~er position to formulate a counter-proposal. 
In the meantlne the President ot the BD'C-J'IB. and his ad:m1nlBtratloll are 
charged with the implementation of that merger. It th~ contel. failure, 
let them turn the matter oyez: to a responsible group of the a1\111Ul.1 to evolve 
s better plan. 

JU:JK 
(Ene.! 

Vi th warm good vlahes and regards, I am. 

Slncerel1 your •• 

Rabbi J 
hecllt! 
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llCQ 1\J4e 1'&n: Jo,ol ....... 
Cbleace 1S. Ill. 

Doer Ill", 

, "T 1S. 195' 

I 4MplT _ .... el .. h :ro ... lao' 1." ... ...-poeUac tb l..,lIla 
I .\1 "". of .. 11 on. • .. IIpodl\r t 1M' wU" • .f \h. al_t. to"''' ..,.,. n . 1B U n.t.'s stUi. ~ ...... Ifarlt, Baller, 
Btt4I. •• .,dah C-. J001l1. '_. IIu ." .... Ilu ... to • ..u 1Iau aM 
._ .. ,...... I. _ a '"'" boar loJ!l' at_st"... __ .f , ... - will 
.......... 1' ,. • r ccrutN6'ltl.aa1l1o ..... "... ..... 01"'1.0 ..... _ ... 
\b. _ . ,f. "U.-pl will.... • d.U .... It • 1 .. \1_ 
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f:,.1l'1I';"''''' •• pool81 _UIIg" \he ~.aoal.'I .. d Wo ... b1l1l1. 
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CONS'llTUENT ORGANIZATIONS 

• NEW YORX 17, N. Y. 

Baa.uh. Womea'1 Zio.wt Ora• lmion oJ America • Bahemer Hatsair • LUer Zio:nr.t Orpnh..U,,n of 4-erte.1'• ZIOia 
Hlsracbl Qra•niBl'tion of America • Uaked ZioDilt t.Lor Pmty (A.ehdat Aftllbh.Peale Zkm} • Zlaalll Or111 l11•loa of Awrla 

41i-8 Zfoabtl-Berilfomm o1 Ameria 
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Rabbi Herllert Friedman, 
Coq;. Emanu-El B t nat .resburun~ 
2419 E. Kenwood Blvd ., 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

Dear Herbert: 

NEW OBLEA.NS l:i 

May 20, 1953 

In regard to your letter of Maya aDd its various questions, let me answer 
as best I can. 

Let me say, in regard to question (1) that I, personally, do not like a 
division of Reform Judaism in America today 1nto the "classical pattern" 
and the "broader approach". I think the Columbus platform represents a 
compromise between the two poi~s of view ana rep~esents the basis of my 
thinking. 

(2) I do not see why there should be any dif1'1culty in bridging the two 
definite ~ines of revolutionary development. The extreme movement of the 
American Council for Judaism is, J. think, on the wane. Other differences 
would be subject to the motive which we in Judaism call "the ways of peace". 

\ 

(3) I believe in the motives and the work of the committee on ceremonies. 
I think sometimes that they do not make a distinction between the drama of 
ceremony am mere tbeatre,b.:ut tbe construc.tive refurbishing o:f old ceremomeB 
should go on. In intensified education I strongly believe. A sympathetiC 
concern with the State of Israel I have always had and have appealed tor it •• 
I never ceased to stress in my preaching the concept of tlle totality of the 
Jewish people. 

(4) I have already answered. 

(5) This is the $64 .00 question. We must not so broaden our goals that 
those we take in under the Reform roof will destroy the roof. 

(6) I can answer this by t elUng you of my teeUng about moving the Union 
to New York. I was afraid that the Union would find itself in the pOSition 
of the Oxford professor who was asked to teach a young East Side Jew Oxford 
English and enied up by greeting the young nan's father "Nu, vas macht a 
yid?" 

(7) This is a bit complex ani w111 have to be studied very carefully. I 
had a feeling wh~n I was in New York and attended the Rabbinical social 

~D!!!! 
CClfU'.IICTI'O __ 
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session during the Union meeting that two or three of the former JIR men 
were over-emotional, almost hysterical. As to a deoisive answer, I would 
have to give the matter greater study. 

I trust that these answer. have been just a little bit helpful. 

With greetings to all mutual friends and personal regards, ~ remain 

COJ<nIUCTlVI 

1.11""'" 

yours cordially, 



, 

a",. C.II.ST KENWOOD BOULEVARD. 

MILWAU KIII: 11. WISCONSIN STUDY Of" 

8 ~iay, 195J 

Dear Frlend: 

At the forthcomlng meetlng or the C.C.A.R. at Estes 
Park, there \"1111 be a symposium and discussion on the 
Subject 'The State of the Reform Movement - Its Phl1o­
sophy and Inst1tutlons". A whole evenlng Will be 
devoted to this fundamentally lmportant question. 

The Institutions 
and Elsendrath. 
bs dlscussed. 

.,111 be dealt wlth by Rabbls Glueck 
The merger plan of the HUC-JIR >Iill 

The Philosophy will be subdivided into three sections -
"Recent History" , .Current Trends', and -Goals of the 
Reform hovement'. Rabbl Brickner has dons lr.e the honor 
of invltlng me to speak on the Goals. 

I have my o>m views on this vltal theme, but would 11ke 
to know the opinions of the members ot our Conference. 
Your counsel and adv1ce would enable me to prepare my 
paper more thoroughly. I would appreclate hearlng from 
you, brlefly or at length, on all or any of the follo..,lng 
questions, >Ihloh are formulated slmply for the sake or 
convenlence. Thls ls not a poll, involvlng the calcu­
lation of percentages , but a slmple effort to take a 
ea~pllng ot op1nion on a complex ideologioal and practical 
question. 

1. 

J. 

Do you believe that there are two kinds of Reform 
Judaism ln Amerloa today - one representlng the 
classlcal pattern and the other representing the 
broader approach discussed at the recent meet1ng 
of the UAHC? ~. 

• 

If you thlnk the Reform i.ovement ls ShO>ling two 
dlfferent lines of evolutlonary development, d4~u 
thlnk these cleavages are brldgeable or not? 

Do you reel that the Reform Movement should continue 
its present trends to''lard. a) increased oeremonialism; )]0 
b) lnt.nsifled .~ucatio~) sympathetic ooncern ----
>11th the State of Is;:a.e1; d) ldenjoVlcatlon wi ~h lW!' "" } 
totali ty of the Jewlsh people? cJfJ'tlJJ3,...u. "'/,!,,!,!,~ . 

(C) ~~.,j/t;{' ~1 ~-w.to- . 'I/. \tJi. ;,;; /!W/,' 
~M ~ 5&,iH. y;.j,J f-"'t ... g&.: J!f.f,; 0-- It /J~. a.Jf i1-4 
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~" Or do you feel that Reform can best serve its own 
genius by remaining constant to its earlier pro~r~~~~ 
nouncements and formulations? ~~ ~f!i~"'",".u. "..""' ... 
Should the goals of the Reform Movement be su S 
to preserve the claseieal pattern - or should our 
goals be eo broadened within the soope of the new 
trends as to ,rovide place under the Reform roof 
for the myriads of JetTs, unaff1liated and drifting, 
Whose Jel,'rlsh future may be in our hands? 

Do you th1nk 1 t J!',ay be assumed that a much stronger 
SChool in ll",. York than has ourrently been ordered 
by the Board of Governors would help us to achieve I 
the winning of the unaffiliated in the world's l~""­
greatest center of Jewish life and population? 

7 - The queetion of the imple~entation ot the merger ~:c 
plan ot our schools is very relevant to the whole 
question of goals of the Reform Movement . Are we ~~ _ 

~~t~~;i~~o:;,tty th,,1s~~~~~e~l~m:~g~~~~:~t~~ti~n~; ~ )1'ir. 
Will the broadest goals be served by this plan? Is ..... ~ 
there a better method ot exploiting the value of lL.' l:',1fJ 
possessing a school >lith two branches in hlo sep--'L.f., It""" 
arate cities? '!:fL '-

'-ti __ ~ 
I realize that theee are all large and provocative ~~ 
questions . I knolT that everyone 1s busy at this seasofk 
of the year with Confirmat ion , Graduation, etc . But I -
would appreCiate any Bort of answer, short or 1engthy, 
which you fee:: diepoeed to formulate. , ~1."~AIki, 

,/1 th many thanks I am 011 tl ... ~8"" 
~!l.ill. Sincerely yours, - -, 

~~-t A (.w:~ 
Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 

HAF/ms 
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2"1. lEAST ICENWOOD 1II0ULI:VARD. 

MILWAUKIE:I!: 11. WISCONS IN 
STU DY OF 

B }iay, 1953 

Dear Friend: 

At the forthcoming meeting of the C.C.A.R. at Estes 
Park, there will be a symposium and discussion on the 
subject "The State of the Reform Movement - Its Philo­
sophy and Institutions". A whole evening wlll be 
devoted to thls fundamentally important question. 

The Instltutions 
and Elsendrath. 
be discussed. 

will be dealt wlth by Rabbls Glueck 
The merger plan of the HUC-JIR will 

The Philosophy wlll be subdivided into three sections -
"Recent Hlstory. , "Current Trends., and "Goals of the 
Reform }.iovement If. Rabbi Brickner has done me the honor 
of invi tint; me to speak on the Goals. 

I have my o.m views on this vital theme, but would like 
to know the opinions of the members of our Conference. 
Your counsel and advice l'Tould enable me to prepare my 
paper more thoroughly. I would appreoiate hearlng from 
you, briefly or at length, on all or any of the fonm·ring 
questions, " h lch are formulated slmply for the sake of 
convenlence. This ls not a poll, lnvolving the calcu­
lation or percentages, but a simple effort to take a 
sampling of opinion on a oomplex ideologioal and practioal 
question. 

1. Do you believe that there are two kinds of Reform 
Judaism in Amerioa today - one representlng the 
claSSical pattern and the other representing the 
broader ap9roach discussed at the reoent meeting 
of the UAHC? 

2. If you thlnk the Reform i_ovement ls sho>ring two 
different lines of evolutlonary development, do you 
thlnk these cleavages are brldgeable or not? 

Do you feel that the Reform Movement ebould continue 
its present trends to\-{ard, a) inoreased oeremonialismj 
b) intenslfled education; c) sympathetlc concern 
>11th the State of Israel; d) ident1ficatlon w1th the 
totallty of the Jewlsh people? 



• 
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~. Or do you feel that Reform can best serve its own 
genius by rereaining constant to its earlier pro­
nouncements and rorculatlons? 

5. Should the goals of the Reform Movement be such as 
to preserve the classical pattern - or should our 
goals be so broadened wi thin the scope of the new 
trends as to ,rovlde place under the Refor~ roof 
for the myriads of J."s. unaffiliated and drifting, 
.. hose Je"lsh future may be in our handa? 

6. Do you think it may be assumed that a much stronger 
school in Nel1 York than has ourrently been ordered 
by the Board of Governors '[ould help us to achieve 
the winning of the unaffiliated in the world's 
greatest center of Jelfish life and population? 

7. The question of the implementation of the merger 
plan of our schools is very relevant to the whole 

u on of goals of the Reform Movement. e we v,," ~ 
atlafie e merger p an as presented to us /L-J 

ln the recently distrlbuted mimeographed outllne? 
me Oro ea go e ve y span a )"rCc 

there a better method of exploitlng the value of 
possessing a school with two branches 1n t~lO sep-
arate citiea? 

I realize that these are all large and provocative 
questions. I know that everyone 1& busy at this season 
of the year with Confirmation. Graduation, eto. But I 
would appreciate any Bort of answer, ahort or lengthy, 
whlch you feel disposed to formulate. 

'.11 th many thanks I am 

Sincerely yours, 

/.jW.LS A. (.w: ~ 
Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 

HAF/ma 
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Rabbi Herbert A.Friedman 

Cong.Eman¥-El B'ne Jeshurun 

Milwaukee, Wisc. 

Dear Herbert: 

Please forgive the delay in my reply to your circular. 

Since I wanted to answer in detail I had to take more 

time off than I found possible during the past few weeks. 

To-day I worked practically all day on the enclosed 

reply -since you want it soon,l had no time to put it 

in molt organic form ,but rather wrote down my p<l"sonal 

thoughts as they occurred to me. 

1 shall not be at the Conference,but wish you all 

the success you deserve.As I wrote you before,! s~e 

in you the champion of a re-vltallzed Progressive JudailVM 

with positive appeal and content. 

Cordially yours 

Harris Hirschberg 

T,.plt BlIII 'llrob ""1 btnl str1ti.~ lin rtfi,;oIlS lutlh of tilt Pori.I.J.',w;sb CfnI __ it, for .,.,f, '" fll"''' of '" rrlflllT,. 
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l)There are certainly at least two kinds of Reform ~udaism in America 

today.However,I would hesitate to call the older typo "the classical 

pattern."Classical means certain styles and standards which remain 

the measuring stick for the achievements bp future generation.In this 

sens .. w .. speak of "classics" in the arts and po .. trY,or even philoso!i>y. 

Th .. "old" Reform was a long proc .. ss of "xperimenting-often promnted 

by ulterior motives,but in most cases by sincere religiousness.Since 

the Jew around l800,like another Rip Van Winkle ,found himself suddenly 

thrown into a civilisation that had made tremendous pro-ress during 

the 18th Century but with which the Jew had be .. n only in the most super­

ficial contact for five hundred years,he- had to ex .. rt haste to come to 

terms with this new situation-and this included his religion.No one 

can blame the .old" Reform for having made some colossal blunders.The 

Protestant Reform .. rs of the 16th Century mad~ at least as many errors. 

Ho .... v .. r,ther .. is a vast diff .. renc .. b .. tw .... n the Christian Reformation 

of the R .. naissance,and the Jewish Reform Movement of modern times.Unawar­

eness of this difference steered some of the early Reformers ,especi.ally 

in the Germany of the early 1880,s, in the wrong direction and has left 

its mark upon our movement to the pr .. s .. nt day.First,the Christien 

R .. formation was mad .. by some outstanding religious thinkers and th .. 

people follow .. d suit.(This do .. s not mean that the time in itself had ~ 
become ripe for the R .. formation.)In Judaism,the people started the 

Reform movement and the leaders followed and tried to bring som~ 

order and system into the people's se .. ch for a new expression of their 

inherited faith. 

SecondlY,th .. Protestant Reformation d .. clared the tradition of almost 

1500 years erroneous and attempted to go back to the original souree­

i.e.,the Bible,especially the New Testament.Misguided by snperficial 

similarities,the .. arly Jewish Reform tried to d .. ny all Post-Biblical 

tradition and "* 
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"re-juvenate " itself' as kind of an Old Teftament religion-or "Mosaism." 

Since many of the greatest Jewish values ,notabene our Prayer Book,date 

from the Post-Biblical period,and since .many of our deepest insights 

hail from Rabbinical,~ther than Biblical,Judaism,this "Biblatry" proved 

rather a cold,unsatisfactory substitute for our "old time" religion. 

The situation has been modified to some extent,but we still suffer­

at least in many of our official pronunciamentos-from an almost fundam­

entalist respect for the Bible per se.Of course,a good Jew should be 

familiar with his basic book-but Bible reading from"kiver to kiver" in 

the Protestant way does not yet make anyone a true Jew. 

I have all due respect for Protestantism,-still I consider it a 

cardinal mistake for the "old" Reform to have taken its cue from them. 

Their third error was their lollking at Hebrew in the same light in .. hich 

the Protestants looked at Latiul Latin -was the language of the Church 

of Rome-as soon as the Reformers denied~he supremacy of this Church and 

its leader,Latin had to go as a logieal consequence.But we in Judaism 

never had any quarrel with Hebrew.It is the language of our basic doc­

uments-the Torah,the Prophets,the Psalms.It's one thing to introduce 

the vernacular in order t s bring the services home to the majority of 

the worshippers-and lb is another thing to deny the necessity for Hebrew 

beca use Protestantism abolished the use of Latin. 

This -perhaps unconscious identification-with the Protestant Reform­

ation put the "old ttRef'orm on its erratic course in several ather 

respects.It was never made clear whether Judaism was to be "reformed" 

a.s a movement back to "classic" Judaism(whatever the early Reformers 

meant by thisl-or whether it was to be "reformed" as an expression 

of truly modern religious thought ani feeling. The first way allowed 

for a Judaism which,while changed in form,remained basically fundament­

alist in faith.The second would have made for a truly l1bera~.progressive 
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expression of our religion. 

I am afraid the first way was the preference of the "old"Reform-at 

least whenever the Bible came into play.I.Ml.Wise was definitely a 

fundamaatalist with regard to the origin of the Torah.Our "new" Reform 

has something in common with the Protestant Neo-Orthodoxy of Niebubh 

and other s-i.e .you are a religious lib", a1 , but you use the approach of 

the "As-im-you use the Bible as though you wer,e a fundamentalist while 

not accepting the correctness of the fundamentalist position. 

The greate'at misfortune of the Reform Movement was the fact of its 

"jelling" around 1890 or even 1900.' typical child of the 19th Century 

it tried to formulate its"'mlLOSOHlYrJudaism had to aquare with Regel 

and Kant just as 1800 years before this Philo had tried to re-discaver 

Plato in the Torah.As with the medieval scholastics life had to con­

form with philosophy rather than the other way around.Judaism had to 

be Kantian ethics with "Sh'ma Yisrcel" thrown in for good measure.Of 

course,the demands of the prophets are found again in the writings of 

ethical philosophers,but first ,the~ere reacbed by independent roads, 

and secondly, the prophets of Anc ient Israel were not just ahcient 

professors of Hebrew ethics.Thirdly-I hesitate to utter this "heresy"-

Judaism is,and must be M 0 R :s than merely prophetic religion. The 

super-human grandeur and genius of our prophets ( and they differ quite 

a bit in stature and clarityl)must never blind us to the fact that a 

religion ,based MERELY on the teachings of the prophets,would be rather 

a one-sided affair. 

Of course, there is a jlhilosophy of Judaism ,and ~la imonides 

as well as the modern great thinkers Cohen,Lazarus,Guttmann,CoboD, 

and many others have worked the tremendous material of the ages into 

presenta tions of "hat Judaism actually teaches. 
systematic 
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The trouble with our movem.nt is not that it tri.d to formulate a 

philosophy of its own,but that it did so before both R.ligion and 

Ethics ".re giv.n a n.,. (actually rather an old) master-key to self­

understanding:Dynamic Psychology. 

By this I do not mean the modern attempts at sellil1l' .... t.red-down 

religion by wrappirg it up with F,..eud and Adl.r, just as a genera tion 

ago w. tri.d to make Judaism more palatable to our indifferent Jews 

by linking it up with some fashionable -iam.EveD l.ss than 19th C.lV'tury 

Protestantism did Reform Judaism(and Judai ... per s.)pay much atteotion 

to $chl.iermacher's mom.ntous insight that "religion's dcmain is feeling.' 

Sch.was at least a c.ntury ah.ad of his t1mes-and only Dynamic Psychol<vgy 

gives us the tools to analyze and und.rstand religion in accordance with 

his pr.mis •• 

This failure to pay he.d to f •• ling as the foundation of faith 

made our Reform Judaism "cold,uninspiring"-as is stated in fr.ouent 

complaints.PhilsophicallY,th. movement r.ach.d its acme fifty years ago­

psychologically it was,and to some .xtent still is,one big ""CUUID. 

The mistake to "teach ethics from the pulpit' has prov.d a big flop. 

~ Of cours.,we are her. to teach the good life-but still we are no 

professors of philosophY.The overrating of the importance of our 

"MlS~CB"(what a pompus word, anyway)led to looking at the s.rmon as 

the only important feature of a service.Worship and music were just 

the icing on the cak.-at best leading up to our "messag.," at "orst, 

more or l.ss nec.ssary evils to kill time until w. second Isaiahs 

would mount the rostrum and give our people ne" r .... lations-often based 

on the New York Times rather than the Torah ••• 

Furth.rmor •• ". Rabbis were l.d to beli.ve that our "m.ssage" 

was the sol. factor in attracting our peopl.-or in chasing th.m away. 
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Thus we were forved to feel that we had to offer ne less than sixty 
\ ..... :oar annum ) 

"flashes in the pan"ltC;Jeep our flocks together.Our congregations fell 

silent:the~ad to listen to choirs rather than joining them-and even 

the littie bit of responsive reading becamo more and more subdued.All 

that counted in our eyes was their JresPQnsiveness to our "message,"-and 
rather than 

this responsiveness became weaker illl'" stronger because we neller saw 

the simple truth that only people loosened up and unblocked emotionally 

wererrepared for our a pproach to their intellectl 

The "new" Reform has tried to remedy this situation considerably. 

Almost all of us of the younger generation have tried to fill up this 

emotional vacuum in some way.Some of us tried to bring in more ceremonies 

and congregational singing. Others saw in Zionism a strong and vigorous 

factor in eilivening the still rather pallid and and tasteless affitr 

we present as the "new Judaism." 

The difference between the "old" and the "new" Reform is that we of 

the latter all feel that emotional vacuum.The trouble with us is that 

we still experiment without any clear plan or system.What we need is 

not merely a Philosophy of Judaism, but a Philosophy based on the modern 

insight:that religion,in the Last analysis,is a PSYCHOLOGICAL phenomenon. 

My own little bit of research has convince~,for instance,that the basic 

differen.ce between Judaism and Christianity was neither the belief or 

disbelief in some Messiah,nor is it to be summed up in the ad nauseam 

familiar,unbelievably trite saying that"Judaism is optimistic,while 

Christianity is pessimistic."This statement is superfically true,but 

the psychological roots for this "optlmism" or "pessimism" are far deeper. 

The word "optimistic" S8ems to put a price-tag on religionfsince most 

normal people prefer Opt~sm,we sound as if we offer ours as the better 

?breakfast of religious championa~ Thipgs are by no means tha t simple ••• 



- 6 -

To put 1t in modern verbiage:Judaism,especially Talmudic Judaism,devel­

oped its belief in the unlimited pessibility for man's sublimation of 

his basic instincts.I could prove my point, but this would be far bsyond 

the scope of this,rather informal,letter. 

Speaking of price-tags,thOugh,I am disgusted with another practice 

that has come into vogue in our movement,and that's labeling it as 

"American Judaism." This makes other religious expressions of Judaism 

in America automatically appear "less americanized,1t am this ,of course, 

directly appeals to the phobias of oUr average Moe,Sam,and Barry.They 

are still haunted by a terrific sense of insecurity which they try to 

cover up by waving the flag so far more vigorously. The B'nai B'rith 

have made quite a "gesheft" in adjusting their techniques to this 

phobia.I do not deny that they have also done much good on that basis­

but for any religious cQllvict10n this approach is cheap,unworthy,and 

condemnable. 

Being very well acquainted with Southern Fundamentalists ,I know 

that they consider us Jews II lost sheep, deny that Unitarians are 

Christians at all,and utter grave doubts as to >bether Episcopalians 

and Methodists are true Christians.But even to thoss hard-shellers it 

has never occured!lo cast doubt,by implication,on til! calibre of 

citizenship of' those who differ from them.I'll never forget wbat I 

was told ,back in 1933,by some young assistants of Niemoeller whom 

I taught Hebrew and CT:"A.ny relig i on worth that name must be as true 

for the Congo as for the North Pole . " 

No one will deny that every creed gains new sbades in different 

countries-this is even t~e of Roman Catholicism . The originators of 

the label "AllErican Judaism" may simply have thought of translating 

Wiae's "Minhag Amerika." But its effect on"hoi pelloi " is quite 

different . I know for sure tbat many people are induced to join our 

~, 't makes them feel they have "arrived. " congrematio~ecause • 
---------' 
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They are afraid(and often are Mllll!: afraid) of being still considered 

"old country" lest they join they only true Jewish Church of Americanism •• 

Being a citizen bf naturalization and having taught American History 

at American high schools,I think I am as thoroughly acquainted with 

the ideals of America as anyone else.Still I fail to see why the we,Bring 

or the absence of & hat,the observance or non-observance of Kashrut, 

the use of more or less Hebrew a3n make anyone more or less of an 

American. 

If our congregations keep working of the "sex appeal of social 

attractions,"-makSng people feel that by joining us they bec~ in­

stanter a better and finer type jlnd class of Yehud.im-then those Jews 

are only oonsi'!!tent who try to fDDce themselves into St.John the 

Divine on Cathedral Parkway-for then they have really achieved the 

mark of social distinction. 

Any religious movement stands or falls with its own intrinsic me'rits. 
l~cla1m~ 

Actually -whyl'are w~americanized" than the other Jewish "denom-

inations"??? Abbreviation of services is not yet Americanism.Tranikilating 

Hebrew prayers into English is anything but projection of traditlo nal 

thoughts and feelinga into the modern mind.We simply replace Hebrew 

"which is no longer" understood 'fith English sentences "composed of 

familiar word,but without anj< attempt to give them EMOTIONAL roots in 

ourselves.A few months ago,Eisendrath seemed to utter grave doubt as 

to whether the Onion Prayer Book is truly a progressive Prayer Book. 

In ",ite of its many beautiful passages I wonld like to reply with 

an emphatic" N 0 I"First ,it is tdltally unaware (most of us are, by 

the way) of the fact that what the gospel is to the Christian,the 

Siddur is to the Jew.It is ,as Heine once staeed,the "Metaphysics of 

Judaism." 

t merely' beautiful. They have tremendous Our ancient prayers are no 
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theologi'cal -and psychological- depth.Our 

literal, fail to recapture the "Taam," the 

translations ,just by being too 
~STe> . 

"tA4'te" (yes,l am not afraid of 

using th.is sensualListic metaJilorl)of the origins 1. Take for instance: 

"Ho 1yl ha-godol,hai!lbor,ve-ha-noro," translated ~great,mighty,and 

exalted."Just a heap lIpf tautologies that "won't scour," to use one of 

Lincoln's phrasea.WhBt modern approach to faith is there in a modern 

Jews mumbling outworn synonyms for the greatness of God-as if he were 

just a speaker at the well-known variety of public banquets,handing 

one bouqet after the other to the outgoing president ••• 

Now let's have another look at the original.To him who first coined 

the passage ,"godol" was the impression of God's overwhelming greatness 

in creation."Gibor" automatically gave him the picture of a "hero,"-God 

as tb,e true HERD in the drama of mankind's history."Noro" conveyed the 

feeling of "mystery"-of holy a"e-~ar and yet close,as Helevi has it. 

I don't mean that for this" "Taam" we have to stick to Hebrew in all 

instance,s.All I demand of a progressive prayeI'-book is a true projedtion 

of those sentiments into ade qua te expression in Engltish. No one ca n say 

that those truly classClal religious feelings are outdated.Actually 

they are 11 velier and more strongly appeal ing to us than the bloodless 

and colorless concoctions that are but class-room exerc~ in so-called 

correct tranblation. 

This is one of the many reasons why I am so strong in my demand for 

a psychologically oriented philosophy of Judaism ... faith that isn't 

felt is no faith.A faith that has no warmth will not have much light, 

either.Judaism,in my honest conviction,stands for that psychological 

insight which can be expressed,in a rather crude simplification:"If you 

want paople to do godd, make them feel good."That's why Judaism -or 

rather the Jewish people wit¥ their often uncanny knack for religion-
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• • made~Jewishness:the Jewish feeling, the indispensable correlate to 

Judaism as a system of thought.That's why I consider the celebrating 

of festivals as important a part of my Sunday School's currttulum as 

the knowledge of the Bible.~s 6.R.Hirsch,in one of his few lucid 

statements,saw so correctly-the"Jewish calendar is the Jew's catechism." 

The ~thical demands for freedom,enlightenment,social judtIice,and others 

are brought home far more fo rcefully this way than all a bs tract dis­

cussions about the "good life.""lf you don't feel it,you will never 

grasp it," says Goethe. 

Isn't it strange that for almost 1800 years the whole Jewish prepa.r­

ation of the overwhelming majority of our Jewish people consisted in 

their ability to follow the services of the Synagogue and to partic­

ipate in them actively?They didn' t have discuss,ions on Jewish ethics­

they did not know of high-wounding speeches abput the "high standards 

of Judaism" written by the Rabbi and stuttered off by blushing sub-debs 

at Confirmation-they did not force teen-agers to make dramatic pledges 

of everlasting fealty to the faith of their fathers,forgotten almost 

instantlyl No,those Jews of bygone days simply learned to "davven," mostly 

on the basis of rather unpedagogical methods. They had their shortccmings 

and glaring faults-but can anyone ~n his right mind maintain that their 

ethical standards were not at least as high as those professed(if not 

observed) by our modern, enlightened ,progressive Jews???I am anything 

but a "laudator temporis acti,"-but just because I am looking for a 

progressive expression of Judaism I must first analyze the powers that 
, 
made our forbears the represent~tive of a vigorous,vital Judaism. 

What we need to formulate the type of Philosophy I have in mind/ 

is a dynamiC analysis of Judaism as a whole-not an anatomy performed 

on a corpse, but an analysis of all the drives and powers which made it 

into what it finally became. 
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From this point we can ~oceed to the creation of a TRULY ~ogressive 

Judaism in Ame rica,founded upon its own appeal to ·the soul of the 

Amer:lc an Jew rather than assimilationist or perticulari .. t motives. 

This rather incomplete sketch of my own opinions determines the 

answers I have to the remaining points of your letter: 

2)1 feel that the second line of evolutionary development is 

felt,rather than clearly see'/t>y the majority of us-but I also feel it 

is bound to win as soon as it "verbalizes" what we have heen doing only 

by "intuition" up to now.It has a greater cbance of success because it 

is not just sectarianism, but a strong,loving,but at the same time crit­

ical,evaluation of Judaism as a totality.I don't see how the cleavage 

between the "old" and "new" Reform can be bridged since both set out 

from radically diff~rent ~emises. 

3)The trend toward ceremonialism is anything but,as has heen in­

sinuated,an escape from ethical responsibility into the anaesthetic of 

formalism.Relig i on being just as much ~ister to the Arts as to Phil­

osophy,the ceremony is to deepen the emotional responsiveness to the 

message of religion. 

On this basis,there should be intensified edu cation. Only let us 

beware .fr om c hewing off too much.More of the basic "food" s~s 

Biblical and Jewish History,some Hebrew-and ~frillsAas ,say 

"Jewish folk dances," ~~d without eddangering our plan with the 

little time we bave at our disposal.Our first and foremost purpose must 

he :to prepare our youngste rs for active participation in the services of 

the Synagogue.If we succeed in this field(which is quite aji0b!)the rest 

will follow.As it is now,we talk too much ABOUT Judaism,and we hardly 

talk Judaism per 5e ••• 
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As to the question of "sympethetidW concern with the State of 

Israel,I feel that the purely nationalist aspects should be left to 

orgpnisations other than the Synagpgue.Our main emphasia should be 

on the job of inner-Jewish charity of which the State of Israel takes 

care in our behalf,too.11e are bound to assist the State at least insofar 

as it grants life and livelihood to all those for whom we are morally 

as responsible as the Israelis.Had all those exiles come to our shores, 

we would be bound to help them directly. Thus the State of Israel can 

claim our aid and interest-with~ our reserving the right of dis­

agreeing on politics.Far~her-reaching ideological differences or ident­

ifications should solely depend upon tha attitude of the individnal 

congregation aud its Rabbi . 

The we lfare of the totality of the Jewish pe ople is eve r'f true 

Jew's concern-because in the last analysis,in spite of pasting new 

labels on the old rot-gut of Jew-natred,the Jew is still hated,persec­

uted,discriminated agpinst simply because of his Judaism.I know many 

Jews don't want this to be true-but aEtually they suffer from subcon­

scious self-hatred. Thus what the missionary zeal is to the Christian, 

the interest in All Israel must be to the Jew.Reinhold Niebuhr once 
• • made the approph>ate statement that "the Jewish people are the only case 

of a nation's attempt at becoming a church."To him, this experinent 

did not COIDE! off .Disregprding his Protestant verbiage ,all our Jewish 

history proves this experiment to have succeeded.There is a Jewish 

people,but no Jewish race.Modern Nationalism does not fit the Jews 

any better than thsoltgical terms borrowed from the Reformation.Of 

course,iU our case the "church" can narrow down to a "nationn a~in, 

but the reverse is also possible.Be this as it may,Judaism needs Jews 

to keep it alive-and every Jew is at least a potential bearer of our 

faith.Anything that can keep the Jewish people alive without doing 

outright violence to our history and the heritage of our faith,is 
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wotlth_wh.le and merits our ac,ive interest without forcing everyone to 

"go the whole hogger" of ideological rami£ications ••• 

4)Since Reform is still on the way to "discovering" its own genius 

its earlier pronouncements and formulations should be revised-and,if 

found wanting,discarded.We owe no special allegiance to the Pittsburg 

platform. To challenge historical Jewish tradition(to which we as 

liberals have every right)but at the same time oiake infallible popes 

of Wlse,Einhorn,at alii,is the epitome of inconSistency and inanity. 

5)Reform Judaism is either part of the main stream of Judaism, 

considering itself part of a larger totality-or it will degenerate 

into a narrow sect.If we choo.e the approach I auggeated under 1) 

it will lead to a type of Dynamic Judaism which will appeal tb far 

a greater number than it does to-day.Reform Judaism must never forget 
....4-

that it holds no monopoly on Judaism-that it is)\the only possible 

approach to Judaism.The emphasis,as 1 said almost ten years ago(in 

a frequently reprinted short article)the emphasis should be on Judaism. 

We need no new religion"but a re-newed Judaism ••• 

6)The prospect of gaining the hundreds of thousands of unaffiliated 

in New York is an illusion. 1 was active in the Metropolitan Rabbinate 

for five years and thus know what 1 am talking about. The bigger the 

place,the greater the impossibil~ty of"winning the unaffiliated."They 

are indifferent not because they don't know better,but because they 

prefer their present status and attitude.1 consider this permanent 

search for new ways to "sell" Judaism to the unaffiliated("selling" is 

already a discreditable term in itself)rether a suicidal a pproach.By 

running after those who don't care we actually fail to serve those 

who care.I think the latter would be our true "salesmen."Let's work 

on thelll to the best of our ability and at the worst we shall at least 

not lose them into the bargain,and at the best,they will bring in some 

of the unaffiliated. But at any rate ,let's not overrate the fact of 
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New York's representing the largest Jewish center in the ~orld.The Jewish 

Institute of Religion may not have been a strong school by numbers or 

finanees,but it was headed by one of the most forceful personalities 

American JUdaism has ever produced-and still it could not stir the 

Jewish masses from their indifference during the twenty-odd years before 

the merger.A larger school may offer a greater supply of student Rabbis, 

which is about the only advantage I can see at present. 

7)I have received no material on the "merger plan."Thus I am in no 

position to judge its merits and disadvantages.A.ll I can saY,I""g" 

holding a doctorate from R.U.C. and having known Stephen Wise rather 

closely during the passing years of his life,is:Cin~ti seeme~$tronger 
on Judaism while the J.l.R. had more Jewishness.l found that the training 

in the sources of Judaism was more thorough at the R.U.C.(r was ordained 

at neither school,by the way) ,but the "Taam," the "flavor"of "Jewish 

Feeli~ was far more strongly discernible at the J.r.R.,at least while 

the "Old Lion" was still alive.S~Phen Wise was an artist of Judaism in 

the best sense ,of the word-as well as occasionally in the worst.Re played: 

Judaism by ear,as it were,and thus in spite of his religious radicalism, 

which,as Kohler once said,"put him beyond the ~ pale of Judaism,nhe 

actually,as he retorted,had outgrown that pale Judaism of the 19th 

Century.l understand he was anything but a teacher in the Class-room, 

but like a musiCal maestro he taught by touch. 

Cincinnati has quite a few professors of an equally strong and 

warm Jewishness,bnt I find that the pattern established around 1900 

-with modifications, of course-is still stronger.Conversely,l fear that 

with Stephen Wise's departure the J.l.R. has 10st its one distinctive 

mark.This is a great lass to Progressive Judaism par excellence,but 

I do not know what I could suggest to remedy the situati n. 

******** ~~ 
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May 25, 1953 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
2419 East Keenwood Blvd. 
Milwaukee, .'11sconsln 

Dear Rabbi Friedman, 

I ~as very interested in your recent communication. 
I hope yo~.i11 not think 1t presumpt~ous of me when I 
suggest that you might fin,l some material in 'C!'J recent 
article "East-iest Conflict in America Reform Judaism" 
which appeared 1n American Je~lsh f~chlves. You ~1l1 flnd 
that 1. ". ise was thcrouE;hly >,ps1tive In ~is approach 
and that the vast ajo~ity oflS=hen~ry Reform Congregations 
did not fall to the ne~ative pattern~so called Classical 
Reform Judaism. Y?u will be ~nterested to learn that 
Dr . Eisendrath in his las! State of the Union address 
quoted this artic1"Beyb~al' t1mes during his talk . If I had 
more time I ~o~d to int6 a lengt~ analysis of c~rrent 
trends in Reform Juda!sm~ from 1If3' o...m perspective, but the 
"confirmation seas)on". prevents me from doing so. Upon tbe 
urging of Dr. Eis .. ndra'th J: am at the present ti"e doing 
research to bring the first article up to date, From all 
I have read in original sources I can say without any 
qualIfication that present trends in our movement are part 
of the basic concept that has guided Reform J~daism from 
its inceptlon: a constantly evolving, ever developlng--falth 
wbich intergratba Into its body of belief" "~he new truths 
of each teneratlon. We have more ceremonia11sm and ritual 
today because we live ~n an a~e of psychology which teaches 

' that intellectual disctpline Is not enough; that man needs 
emotionally- appeallng_tormS tanplbly demonstrated and 

lsymbollzed experlence~ln order to teach vital ethical 
lessons. 

Should you find that I can be of additional aervlce 
to yo~, pleaae don't hes1tate to write to me. 

,'11 th kinde. t personal regards, I remain 

Sincerely yours, 

Rabbi Martin B. Ryback 
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Rabbi Herbert A. Fri_ 
Congregation Bmanu-El BIDe Jeshurun 
2hl9 East Ken~ood Boulevard 
Milwaukee n, ids . 

Dear Herbert, 

June 1, 1953 

I have your circular letter of Kay 8. I have been unable 
to answer it until now because I was out of the city. I 
sa anSloiering your questiolls brierl,. . 

1. I do not believe that there are DOW" two kinds 01' Retona 
Juda.13!1 in Jaerica . The o'Yel"WheJ.ing aajority of Refora 
Jews today have a broader approach as reflected at tbe 
recent convention of the U.A . H.C . I wish you had been 
there and seen the effusive ovation which .as given to 
Jean Wise Kay, da~ter of Isaac Mayer itise, when she aada 
her statement. You .. auld realize that there is DO doubt 
on that point. 

2. I think that there 1s a small minority, centered chiefi3'" 
around the American Council tor Judaism . I believe they 
are hopeless and they should be left strictly alone. 

3 . I beileve the Refem aovement shouJ.d continue its present 
trends toward a, b, c, and d, as indicated in )"OUr letter. 

h. I would definitely answer in the negative; otherwise we 
cease to become Liberal, ve beCQ'Ge a new Orthodoxy. 

5. Our g0a18 should be broadened, etc. 

6. I have expressed JZy"Self freely on the subject of the 
present plan concerning the urger. I feel it 1s not a 
good plan and have written to that ef1:ect to Dr. Glueck 
and '0 informed Dr . E1.endratb. 

1. To anBl(er this at length would take too much tble, but 
I can SUII!Iarize IIY ansWer brleflT bT s.;ring this: I would 
urge <a) either the continuation of the school in New York 
and its strengthening bT adding visiting profes.ors from 
Cincinnati and other visiting professors from the New York 
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area on a part-time basis, and maintaining the two schools. I think 
New York should have a Liberal rabbinic s chool; or (b) if' this is 1m­
possible, then the College should have a five_year course, three years 
in Cincinnati and two years in New York, 'With ordination alternating, 
one year in Cincinnati and one year in New York . Such a plan should 
be combined with more intensive JeWish education on the part of our 
rel.igious high schools for specially selected s'bJ.dents who mq go in 
for Jewish work,either the rabbinate, or teaching, or allied Jewish 
occupations .. 

ilitb best wishes from house to house, I am 

Most cordially yours, 

Director of Edu atioD 

m:JM 
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Rabbi Herbert A. Friedr.lan 
Cop~egation Emanu-Sl Blne Jesbrum 
2419 East Kern·rood Blvd . 
¥.il.uaukee 11 , Wisconsin 

Dear Rabbi Friedman: 

I 2J:l happy to resfXlnd to your recent request in rcf'ereree to the 
"Goals of the Reform :Cve!:lem." It is ver;;: gratifying to know that 
one of our C.: .. LR. sessions .ti', be devoted to this al.l- irlportant 
questillll which, I believe , has been postpmed for too l.ong • 

Here are 'rr'J brief an:! humble a.ns;·'ers uhich correspotd to your nwnbered 
questions: • 

1. The tram tol:a.rl tlOro ceret1O!ly" a."":d ritual. in Reform JudaiS'J. has 
t'lade the cleavage beti·:een the tlclassical. pattern" ani the "broader 
app!'Oachti quite noticeable. At ever:';" meeti~ or :the UARC ani the CCAR 
we fini the "VoiD ki.n:ls of Refonn J'.rla.iSl"'l" at odds nth one another. 
Yes . there are two kLTlds of Refoe Judaism in America today. 

2 . These cleavages are br'...dgeable only if the chaotic corrlition 
v1hich nCl-T e:dsts in Refonn J~s:n v1i1.l be c1.arii'ied. ani the use of 
rituals ldll oot be looked. uf'On as a "return to orthodoxy" by Al'lerican 
J el.·rry. This accusation against Rafottl , it seems to me t is quite just­
ified especially after the fl.D::li.ngs of a poll are revealed. . These 
polls t ..,bich are far fro::t accurate , serve to ircrease the confusion 
l"bich DOl·; exists in our ranks . The polls have little vaJ.ue. 

3 . (a) The Refom :rbvement shotLlci continue its present tram to­
liard increased ceremonialism only on coniition that it does not become 
obsessed with it as it- is at the wesent time. The need. for nct-T cere­
oooies is greater than tbe retUl.-n" of the old cerenK>nies vlbi.ch have long 
been discarded by us .. A definite guide to Rcfom. J-m.1ish practice rust 
be formulated now so that our laity will becOtle familiar not only vdth 
those cere:nonies which are coOSiste.T1t with the spirit of Refonn Judaism 
but also ,·1ith those that are contrarY to its spirit . 

(b) Intensified Jewish education is essential for the future of 
American JudaiS!':1.. The age of co~ima.tion should becone more uniform 
l·1ithin our congregations and the nUl'lber of years of Religious School 
training should be increased . The number of days reT "tTeek is not as 
l!:lp:>rtant as the fl1.mber of -.;ears . We must continue to intensj 4"y our 
curriculuo and. be more realistic about the mny diversions which the 
A..."':!.erican J e;·1ish child has . The value of the teaching of Hebre . ." I 
believe , needs to bz given our conti..."'1U.ed consideration. 

A"ILIAT[D WITM T"[ UNION 0' AIIII!IIICAM "1IIIl" CONCOII[fiATIOIf5 
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Adult Jem..sh educatio!l I!IUSt be intens:..i'l.ed.. We have not de­
voted enough effort in this r'.ost 1.m::ortant field. 

(c) The State of Israel must continue to ,,,,,,,eive our 5J!'l'athetic 
supp:>rt to the utnost . HmI8Ver, not to the neglect of the great Anerican 
J owish Ca::Jll1lIll.ty. 

(d) Refom Judaism is an 1ntecral ~ of _..can JfWI7 and , 
therator e . l"iUSt let its voice be hea~ in identi.!"..;-:! itself with the 
totality f'f the J e: .. ish peo!ile • 

4 . aero,,"'iOiWi not be t;ru. 
to its earlier pronounc~3 am 
a"'li not It;te(onal)d.. It 

its spirit if it r£S.'lained zons+..a.."lt 
~llat5-ons . 'We are "Refo:.m J E'W'S" 

5. Ref')!1:\. rust , .... esc-'"'Ve as !'!'J.ch o!' it!" ... !.ass1~ll p!tter. as is 
possible . Its eat contribtxt.ions to the tota.:llty of Jel::ish life spe 
for themselves . It neBd rot be:1WIe the Dapolo""eticn brarch of Je!Jish 
life. It is ~dthi.n its Qilllpregram for ADerican JrNrY that.o\:.L Jet'IS 
can "finilt th«'lSelves . Let US welcome .lLL J~5 within our ranks who 
woul.d aid us 1n advan: A.."lflriCsn J 1l'hiS!ll and endeavor to strengthen 
those p-itt us nbc are in need. of better 'In;!erstaniing of our goals . An 
extensive educational. ani pI'OPJeanda ~ is essential to better 
ecquaint Arlerlcan Jews with our 'Oa.1.s . 

6 . I~ \roW..d be tc " suiek~ ,,!1 if the ' Jeti ;Cork school becomes a 
mere "preparnto17 scboo~" for Cincinnati . T.:e NIJW Yor~ school lml.S't be 
strengthened 1:or th~ salto of our movement. The Board of Governors 
would be untrue to a pledge which \Tas 1!lade when the merger plan ca"'le 
into frni tion. 

7. I a."l !l2!. satizi1e3. with the !:Ierger p' an as presented to us in 
the m1I..l.eo ::-ra~ outline. It is shanef'ul that the matter was not brout;ht 
to the attention of the CeAR be!'ore arw defini.te action -...-as taken. I 
kncrol of no better nethod of' cxpl.oi tint t..~e vaJ..ue or possessing a sclx>ol 
with h.-o branches in two s~parate cities . I pray that it is not too late 
fCir our voices to be h~ard . 

With k:i.n::lett £I'eetings and best wiS3F.!S for a fI"'.utful discussion in Estes 
Park, I a:1 

Sincerely yours , 

t~M'~:~#' 
Rabbi 
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June 1, 1953 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
Congregation Emanu-El B' ne Jes~ 
2419 East Kenwood Boulevard 
llilwaukee, il, Wisconsin 

Dear Colleague : 

I am glad to answer your poll of r ecent date: 

1. Yes . 

2. They are br idgeable. 

3. (a , b,c ,d,e , ) . Yes 

4. No . 

5. A. No. 
B. Yes 

6. Ye s 

475 WEST ' 40th STREET 
NEW YORK ]1. N. Y. 

TEL ADIRONDACK ~n17 

The be at. interests of the movement "Ifill not be: served 
by this merger p~. In fact it is of the utmost 
i.eportance to strengthen the Schoo1 in New York in 
every -way. Even the Academ1~s of Sura and Pumbeditha 
moved to Baghdad because that -was t he cultural and 
political center of the Is1.amic Caliphate . It is 
foolhardy- to waken the position lfe nOlf hold . 

Cordially, 

.. ..., 



RABBI fOWARO HRIN 

.rUDe I, 1953 

Rabbi Herbert .t. 1'r1_ 
Congregation l!Aanu-K1. BtDe Jeehurun 
2419 But 1"'"""'" Boulenrd 
Milwaukee il, WieooDllin 

Dear Herbs 

TI:MI"LE ISRAEL C,. HOLLYWODD 

7300 Hau..'l'WDClg .aU,"CV ... "D 

HDI..LVWODD •• , CAl-',.a ..... .. 

I epprocJ.ato Y8r7 _ch Tour inquirT, and I 
would like to .hare wi tb 70u a puaag. trca Jq re­
cent17 cc.wpleted doctora1 dissertation in religious 
education, entitled "Selected 'l"beological and Educa­
tional Factora in the Peraonali't7 De ... elopnent ot 
Jev1ah Youth-. 

I _ excerpting • passage trc:a the re~.nda­
tiona wi tb reterence to ,.our 1nterest in whether or 
not Reters Judd_ ehoulcl continue 1 ta present tranda 
toward intomsU'iod education. 

-'!he qualitatift enr1cb111ent !! ~ !! !h! 
quantitative enlargement 2! ~ ex1et1ng structure 
2! Je\d.ab education. 

Toda;r there 1a a atcong trend. in all c1rcle8 of 
Jeviah education to 1ntona1ly the roqu1r ... anto, both 
in tems ot hours per 'Week aDd years or atud,y aDd 
the maber ot subjects required 1D preparation ror 
Bar or Bat M1 tsvah aDd Contin ... :t1on. lhUe 0rtho­
dox JudailD haa al\l81'a supported the l'1ve-Dq-A-Week 
Talmud Torah and 1. todq torYant in 1 to support ot 
the Jewish ill-De1'-School, intena1l'ication _ph •••• 
have becaRe inoraulnglr JIlOr8 pronounced. in both 
Conservative and Retona Jewish circles. 

However, those who apeak o~ 'the tutili t7 o~ 
etfectiYe education because ot 'too little tJ:ae, t. 
nas the aark, tor, in light or the !indjnga or this 
atud¥, a question equal.l}" aa t"undsental as the in-
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ten.a1t1oation ot Jewish education il that ot the 
tn>o of Jowish education which should be intenai­
tied. 'the evidence iDd1cated, tor example, that 
thoae eubjects 'Who had the moat intensive Je\d.ah 
training vere also the IROst prejudiced, and vice 
veraa. Caution ia neaded, however, in understand­
ing that these are DOt eausat1. ve relationa but ere 
1.ndicatorl of the tact that thoae achool., in whicb 
an intensi1'ieci f011l ot edl1cationils offered, are 
deallag to a greater extent than are othar inoti tu­
tiona ld. th htaan material evidenciuc antidaaocratio 
teDdeno1e •• 

the challeage to Jewish education todq, there­
rore, 1. twofold, aDd oalll tor .. wcb attention 
to 'Ule 'adJusQumtt .. to the trauaiae1ve phale8 
of the learning proc.... In ract, DO real diaUne­
tiOD can be .&de betwen the two, tor they are In­
leparable. the equal _phaaio upon adjuataent and 
transm.8a1on, however, calls tor 'Ule tunctional 
rather than the _.ontor us. of the heritage, br 
which the b1etor1c tradi tiOD aida in etfect.1n4J 
bettor linng now. It allO call. for the _anded 
deflni tiOD ot the ber! taae to Includll the tradi tiona 
ot jaerlcan democraa,r. 

'Dle educational goal for a creative Judai_ 
in Jaerica 1e focused, therefore, upon "IJ.v1na 
Judai_,' that pha.. of lUing religion with which 
the relearcb bas been concerned. 

-Living Judai .. - Is the dJ'n,Mdc reUgioUl 
COIIIIlluniq- in which tho qualiq- of .011' and 10.ual 
actualization 1_ realized through the creaUve 
ralationship between the dsocratic heritage and 
the tradiUons of Judai_. 

-Living Judai ... il the result ot an educational 
process b.T which the insights of tharaP7 are applied 
to the aDerging eelt \Ii thin the tramevork of hcae, 
school, and -q-J b.T which groving bo1agl 
aro guided to ful1'il.laont wi thin the 11m to nf their 
_andiag social enviromentJ and b.T which the rich 
content ot the historia .erican and Jewish tradi­
tions 1_ shaped. into more erreatiYe tools for better 
personal and 8O.ual li v1ng. 
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n.e ourricu1,. of "Li"fillg Judai." conal.ta DOt 
or .eponto or logieali>' or chronologicali>' pro­
sented. traditioD, bu.t or units ot llrtng uperience 
as Aaerican Jew. 

lb. tertboob or -L1rtng Juda1 •• are DOt encyclo­
pedic in c:cap ... , but anthologio. or .electac! Joldeb 
aDd. Jaer1can uperiences and values, past aDd present, 
arranged &8 resources for enriched selt UDd..ntanding 
and sociel lno1ght into 11 nag .. & Jev in .orica. 

'Dle teachers ot "Living Judaisa are guides Wo 
concern tb ... l veo botb Id tb tb. quail tr and tbe 
quanti tr or AIIer1""" JUdd •• 

In am.&r7, "Linag Judai." 10 the learning pro-
0'" bf vh1cb 10lDIC J.ldeb poopl. _0 to Ident!1'7 
tbdr sol! roall .. tion and aoaiol hlfillaent vi tb 
tbe d;rDa1c roaoarcoa ct tho J_eb and .oriean 
bor1togoo. 

"Lin"ll Judais" 10 "tbe adjuataent or tbe cbUd 
aa a Jew in the world in vh1ch he 1.1Tes DOV.-

aLlYing Juc1a1 •• aDd oreative •• r1caa Jucla1_ 
are one aDd inseparable.· 

See you at the Conference. 

Sincerely, 

l!dvard Zarin, Rabbi 

K/::bv 
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Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
2419 E. Kenwood Boulevard 
Milwaukee 11, Wie. 

Dear colleague: 

TEMPLE EMANUEL 
KINGSTON. N. Y. 

~HaN~ "."1 
Jme 1, 1953 

In reply to your letter of May 8, I would etate tbe following: 

1. Yes. 2. I do th:lnk tbeBe cleavages are br1dgeable and are very 
largell be:lng bridged by tbe dell1Bllds of l1fe--BO ttat so-called "class1cal 
reform, becauee it 19 static, '01111 die of :lnanitia>. 

3. I believe that the answer to all parts of th1s question is yes. 

4. I disagree with many of the pronomcements of the earlier formula­
tim and feel that an adherence to such early formulatia>B v10lates tbe 
spirit, purpose and meaning ot reform. 

5. I csrta:lnly feel thet reform '01111 defeat itself mless it broadens 
its Bcope through tbe new trendB, 80 that it mey provide a roof for the 
unaffiliated. In short, I believe that Imless it does this, it ousnt not 
to survive. 

6. I believe thet ths center of Jewish life is New York City. Any effort 
to weaken tbe New York SChool is a death-blow to our movement. In fact, 
I affirm that t he School :In New York ehould be much stra>ger because ot 
the nature of New YON End because of tbe millicns of maf'f11iated there 
end because New YON is the heart of Jewish life :In America. 

7. No good purpose can be ssrved by the plan as envisaged by tbe Board. 
Two strong schools in t be ref orm movement are not even enough to meet the 
chellenge and the opportun1ty of liberal Juda1sm :In Amer1ca today. The 
plan inevitably involves the death of the New York SChool. I trust that 
~ position :In this matter '01111 be made clear any- and everywhere it may 

advisable to do so. 

BB:mr 

S1ncerely yours, 

t~Qu .1::mo.. 
Herbert I. Bloom 
Rabbi 



Samson A Shain 
Rabbi 
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RABBI LEONA"!D S. SCHOFER 

75 LARCHMC)NT AVENUE 

LARCHMON1·. NEW YORK 

DEAR RABBI FRIEDMAN: 

JUNE ,,195, 

I THINK YOUR C'UESTI)NN4IRE IS AN IM­
PCRTANT ONE.MY OPINION,SPlErLY, IS AS rOlL.OWS: 

I. 1 BEL.IEVE THERE ARE TWO "TREI\oIOS" RATHE" 
TMAN"KINOs' PI THE REFOR .. JUDA, ... MoVEME :n. 

2. I THINK THESE OE~Elo~U£HTS A~E BRIOQEABLE. 

3. THE RErON" MoVEMENT WILL CONTINUE ITS PR~S­
SENT TR[/'fDS TOWARD ,MO",£AIEO EOUOATIOt. ETC., 
~N~ If THE R[FOR~ LEapERJHIP TRIES TO FIGHT 
THC RESURGENOE OF JE.,SH FEELINQ~,THE VAST 
UI'fAFFILIATEO "E"BERS~IP _ILL FALL, BY DEFAULT, 
TO THE Y IGORDUS COHSE,RVATIVE MOVE",E"T. 

4. "REfORM TRADITION" 'S ALMOST A CONTRA­
DICTION IN ~EI"'S. 

5. THE " CLAS S I OAL PATTERN"' IS,BY :)EFINITIOH, 
OF THE PAST.REFORM THEOLOGY CONCrqNS IT J ELF 
WITH oRESENT NEEDS. 

6. EMPHATICALLY YES. My CONGREGATION OF ,00 
FAMILIES CONSISTS ALMOST ENTIRELY Of ~EMBERS 

GAINED FROM THE RAN~S OF THE UN AFFILIATED. 

7. I TH I'fK THE MER1ER PLAN A::l PctE S [NTLY OUT­
LUIED,WILL SOON BRING A. s:ffISU IN REFORM JeWRY. 
THE COUNOIL FOR JUOAIS~ APPROACH IS STILL ALIVE 
A.NO VOCAL IN TriE CINCINNATI ~qEA.THIS LOU.­
TALKINQ,SELF-HATING MI'fORITY HAS 80 MUCH I~­

FLutHCE IN THE CINCINNATI ADMINSTRATION THAT 
I AM CONVINCED THAT MY FRI£N~S AND I COULD NOT 



RABBI LEONA lOrD s. SCHOFER 

7~ LAACHMC)NT AYIlENUIE 

LARCHMON1·. NEW YORK 

- 2 -

ALLOW OUR CONGREGATIONS TO BE CONTAUI~ATED 

3Y A~FILIATION WITH A GROUP THAT ALLOWS TME 
COUNOIL SUCH A YOIOE. THE ONLY ~ONEST MERSEft 
WOULD BE AANOATORY 3TUOY IN CINCINNATI FOR A 
CERTAIN LENGTH O~ TIIE,AND ~ANDATORY STUDY 
ALSO ''1 NEW YORK FOR ~LL STUDENTS . 

TH~ OBVIOUS PLAN,AS paiNTED OUT BY SO 
MANY O~ OUR LEADEN8,IS TO PRESORIIE THE ~IRST 

TWO OR THREE tEA"S IN CIM.INNAT. -.rw THE. LAST 
TWO OR THREE YE.AfIt. INN,. YORK. 

As you CAN &'1, I FEEL 'f£RY STRo r4GLY 
ABOUT THE PFtCPOSED "EIAI,R "ND AU ONLY SORRY 
THAT I CANNOT BE IN ESTES PARK TO RAISE MY 
YOICE AG ,' I NS TIT. 

THANkS ~OR YOUR QUESTIO~HAIRE, 

SINCERELY, 

• RABB I 

RABBI HERSERT A.FRIEDMAN 
CoNGREG ATION EMANU-EL RINE JESHUqlN 
241, EAST I<E:-H'IOOD B C UIEVARD 

Mll~AUkEE 11, WISCON'.N. 

l J. 



CONGREGATION RODEPH SHALOM 
615 NORTH BROAD STREET • PHI LA . 23. PA . 

staJ, '" tA,. LUi 
DA vtD H. YICB, M. A... D. D. 

AIR MAlL 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friednlan 
Z419 East Kenwood Boulevard 
Milwaukee 11, Wisconain 

Dear Herbert: 

June 2. 1953 

In the final rush of CODfirmatioD and the wind-up of a. 
hard year. I take the fir.t opportunity to reapond to your mim.eo­
graphed letter of May 8, wh K=.h deserve. an answer. 

I CADDOt believe that the aymposium which was out-
lined at the October meeting of the Executive CoInInittee of the 
Conference. could po •• ibly have coatemplated the twist you have 
given it. The questiona you raiae aad the current controversy about 
the implementation of merger of the College-Institute, are completely 
irrelevant. I answer a categorical I'Doil to que.tiona 1 and .; 
l1ye8 " to 3:'Z.and 5 re8urrect'a dead i •• ue; 6 iairrevelant. 

) 

I fervently hope that the unity of our movement will be 
preserved. that the beat po •• ible Rabbi. will continue to be trained 
in the beat po •• ible academic atmosphere. and with practical 
application of that learning. under aupervidon. 

1 am sorry I will not be able to be at the Conference 
aa I sball be enroute to England for the World Union meeting. and 
then OD to Israel. I suppoae you know that la.orman. Rauch. Feldman. 
Luckman (Cincinnati). Kahn, .Ma.yerburg. Lieberman (Baltimore) and 
I have raised and placed in escrow a sum of $6700.00 towards the 
I.rael project. I do hope you will be with ua in the implementation of 
the mandate of the Conference. Union, College -Institute and World 
Union. 

With sincere personal greeting. , I am, 

Fraternally. 

~ 
R abbi David H . Wice 

DHW:Y 
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STIl1IIN COMMUNITY HOUSE 

A NATIONAL ORG .. NIZ .. TION DEVOTED TO CULTUR .. L 

"IlLIGIOUS "ND COUNSlll.lNG S£RVICIt .. MO"O JItWISH 

STUPI:NTS AT ..... "IC ... ,.. UNIVERSITI.S DllIl:CTott 

Tn.. NI. 

June 2, 1953 

Rabbi Herbert Friedman 
2419 East Kinwood Blvd. 
Joitlwaukee 11, Wisconsin 

Dear Herb: 

I have your rrr1meographed note of 'May 8 in 'Which you asked 118 to 
express our opinions on certain q;u.est1.one lIhich will confront the 
CCAR meetings ahor~. 

Below are 1501'18 ot Jq ideas on the questions: 

I have found in fact, that there are two kinds of Reform today, 
the classical pattern and the new broader approach. I strongl¥ feel 
that the Reform movement should continue in its present trend toward 
intensified Jewish education, mcreased cereraonialism and sympathy 
concerned with the state of Israel. !here 18 a crying need for such 
broadening within the movement if we are to attract the unar.tUiated 
and drifting. I f'1nd that people tba t are displeased with classica1 
Refona and classical traditions, too, want a tom of Judasill which 
synthesis the best or traditionalism. with the best of Reform. 

I am. wole heartedly in accord \lith thoee of our colleagues who 
have questioned strongly the merger plan as set forth. I think that 
its a mistake to change the nature of the J. I. R. originally" conceived, 
which has earned its righ.t£ul place in our movement through the tes-t of 
years and should be strengthened rather than weakened. 

Thank: you for this opportunity for expres~ing my feelings on the::e 
important subject •• 

With kindest personal regards, I am, 

Sincerel¥ yours, 

Rab~eph Rudavak;y 

S'NAI S'RITH MAINTAINS FOUNDATIONS AND COUNSELORSHIPS AT 200 COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 



VIRGINIA STREET TEMPLE 
'IUI v.._~. EuT 
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RalIbi lIor.ert J.. J'riodman 
Concreptlon J!zaBm1-Zl. lline J.8lmran 
2419 .... t r"n""od lIoulevard 
U1l.wauk:ee 11. 1fisconein 

June 3. 1953 

I am putt1nc down theee not ... tho they come to TOU lat. in the 
c1q. in the hope -;r -.;r be of _ help to 701l all ;you pnpore 
yao:r Conterace aadgn~'. 

1. _ II:1n4a of lIefora ol\oIa1_' IIoDT __ • but certo1lll;r 
it 18 fair to aq there are a.t 1 .. , twol reprea.t1.ng, U you W' • 
• tile elae.leal patten. • on the 0A8 hazI4 .... tbt broader 
approach I on the other. 

2. Ye.. I think tllq ere bridceab1.. If I did not think 00. 
I oIIould _ct tbo d1ointograUoll ot lIefora Juda1_ 

3. re. ,but ••••..••....• /)ranted there ere the trend. you ~1f'7, 
thq are in DV humble opinion DOt ao IImDA tho reaul t of e:tJ¥ 
arbi trar;r polic;r on the part ot Rotorm leadero ... _pine 
re8pOu •• to a change in tne colle4tlTe op1nJ.oll of the coJD:l'lm1ty. 
Th07 rqreeent our au.war to the tel t needll ot the time. Jut aa 
the cJ..aale pattern repre.ented. the anAlI'el' to what 1r88 telt to 
be the need of the hour 1n wh1ch 1 taro ... 

4. The pniuo of Reform J'udaiam 10 ito a4aptobll1t;r to the 
need. ot t he people. lIefo"" i. true to it. gon1ua not b;r 
being • conatlUlt to it. earlier proDOUIlcaaumta aDd tonmlatlOl18.' 
bu.t by earn •• t17 and consclentloua13 aeek1ug new ana_era to 
want""'POror;r spiritual neoobl in other ""rd •• b;r do1Dg todq 
uect17 what our 8pir1ted predee ••• or. did & generation a&O 
or two senerati~ 8fI1). eTen though the road lead, us to rad.1ca1.l7 
dUferent concluaioua. .&11 th1. doea not mean that we haTe not 
a f&1rl.J' constant bodT of doctrine to which we muat rema1.n 
103"8l; but,u I la. it, with1n the orbit of our baalc att1rmatloIll. 
there 10 plont;r of room tor heolth;r dioe&reement • .,.,h all _.to 
tociq in connection with the probl_ of cueto. and cer«mn1n. 
JaWish education. Ilrael, world J8'rIr7. atc. 

The tenoion that _ato toclq do .. IlOt haYe to be reCerded a 
completa mi..fortune. Perhaps out of it will ariae new Talue. 
wMd111111 ...rich the totslit;r ot our COllllll)ll re1iCiouo O%po1"ience. 
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5. Since, as I believe, the spir1t of the times !DUSt al.~ 
be a central consideration in Betom Jerilh tbinlr1ng and 
Reform Juda1em IlIl8t be al~ aomRh1ng in the Dature of a 
movement, I should 11ke to see it continua ita advance 
outwardlT aDd fonar4l7..... cbrac1:ag all read7 to Join us, 
preparing thaD 8S theJ" approach 111 so that tha;y mBiY Come into our 
IlX)vement on our terIU and accept our 41ac1pl1ne, not taking 
them in UDpl"epered. so that the reBUl. t 1s an tmtDI!na&eable 
pressure exerted upon us to accomodate our W93 of IUe to their 
corafuaed and attemlated s.t8Jlflard •• 

6. Tel. 

7. I don I t mow enout:h about 
to answer with '~ assurance. 

f 

the detail. of the merger 
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Rabbi Herber:!> A. Friedman 
2419 East Kenwood Boulevard 
Mil"auiee 11, '1f1sconsin 

Deer Colleague. 

Juno 6, 1953 

For reasons you iIdlcated in yoU[' letter I was unable to reply heretofore, 
and thus I trust you will have ccapleted your ll1pel" without the "benefit" 
of the following. It i8 ratbsr as a crystallization of my own thinking that 
I am writing these lines aDd. all forwarding them to you, and I am sincerely 
gratef'ul. for tbe opportunity which your ilxJuiry elid ted . 

Moreover, I regret that I shall not be able to bear your naper aM will have 
to await its publieation in tbe Yeer Book. Thougj> vocil..,.ous~ approving of the 
selection of Estes Park at our Buf'falo meeting, I !lOIIt' f'1nd the d.1starce am the 
expense (either far myself cr tb1s cO"liI"'gation) JO'ecluding rq attendance. 

First, I shall try briefly to a nswer the queries you posed. 
1. There are in Auerlcan Israel still the residues of' the so-called classical 

reform pattlU'n, as formulatedin the 1885 Pittaburgb Plat- form . Most outspoksn, 
albeit not al-f8 succiF~ .... follOlfers of this program are the f1.f'teen thousB.Il:ds 
members of the Counei1~t>Judaism, and the two cr three congregations 
founded w1tbi.n the last decade in this spirit. Rabbis and laymen, having du4 
recognized that such a plat-farm oan ultimately lead only to complete d1B ­
integration of e.IIY and all specific Jewish values ani to utter assimilation, 
have disavowed this approach. Liberal Jdda1sm, ever !!Jince adopting the Columbus 
program of 1937, bas steered away from such an interpretation of our fa! th 
which would sever tbe bond with the !B st in favor of a mystic universalism 
80 all-embracing and amiamcraus, so divorced from tba 8.Ssumntlon that a 
god, destined to be recognized as The One God, called one people, Israel, 
to be Ris messenger to the nations of the wcrld, which iLl basic Judaism, 
so hostile Ib-. all the ideals and aspirstions fer which lIIillions of Jews 
gave their lives . 
~s too will come to pass·, and u1 tlma tel,. disappear. 

2. I do not believe that the tiro interpretations are cClDpatib1e. BOIfever, I 
refuse to worry about 15. 000 .aula bating loot _e than six lIIillion. Let 
them i.ntermarry, convert or disassoeiate themselves tram the American Keb1ll ah. 

3 . I do feel, far reasons to be stated, that RBform,- and let us once fer all agree 
on the term wliberalB to offset the evil and sinister c-onnotation which seven 
decades of social and religious snobbery have brought to tlm otherwise inPcuous 
label ·refcrmlf (apart from its noble Protestant German li:oeage) in America, ­
should adopt a positive attitude toward intensified J .. iah education, express 
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ita unconditional (Le. regardless of the feasibility of establishing a liberal 
religious movement in Israel at this time) idenJ:ification with thf'apbuilding 
and the snppart of the State of Israel and .ith the totality ofJ(C) e~ PO. 
I am not altogether certain that the present trend toward increased ceremonialsim 

az:rl its concanitant clamor tor a binding Code of Ritual Practise is for the best. 
From the aforementioned, you may rest assured that I regard the Liberal Synagogue 

as totally different from a Unitarian or Universality place of worship. Practise 
cannot be divorced trom ethics, as our revered teachers bave held in every gener­
ation. Ne~theless, I am noti..Dg, with a measure of regret and slight discomfort, 
an overemphasis of ritual and ceremonail teaching in the text-books am curriculum 
ot the Union of American Hebrew Congregations. Yes, we do need emotional warmth, 

as provided b.r the praotise of ap,realing oeremonies, but .I ustill addicted to 
what is perhaps a vanishing bran3. of rationalistic conditioning and maintain that 
o~ such rituals which possess a rationale aoceptable to our generation should 
find their way into Liberal Jewish observance .. From a flimsy excuse far retaining 
Elijah's Cup and the Breald.ng of the Gless at lfeddinge it is but a shat"t step to 
tashlich and lcappore. schlsgen. 
BesiEs, it is characteristio of our Caservative brethren tlE.t ritml is comtantly 
stressed and maintained as the guardian of Jewish identity and survival .. This is 
the historic break between the two lIOV"ements (Frankel versus Geiger), am in my 

opinion the time is not ripe far a merger. Actually, inspite of reoent reactions 
against pluralism in favor of conf'ondty,-usuall.y misnaJlBd ttunity·,_ I maintain 

that there is ample space in AIrerica ani other mtions far diverse interpretations 
of out' faith. 

4 and 5. Answer iaplied above 

6 and 7. Commmications r 80emly received from impartial and emotionally seout'e 
observers indicate tba t the proposed IIBrger of the Liberal Seminary is only a 
temporary measure, until sufficient resources and competent scholars, the latter 

depending on our ability toalucate AlIerican Ll-beral Jewry to contribute more 
generously to our sacred institutions, have been }ll"ocured. We do reed two semimries 
in America eventually, if we are to send out a sufficient number of men to propound 
our interpretation of Judaism, though I admit to you that oocasiOnally I am confuse~ 
as to what interpretation of Judaism certain alumni of 0\1[" New York fHDoo1 f~OW. 
Could that late Dr. Stephen S. 1Iise have co~ such a}l vie. of /lC-,e' b wi+!,' 
a common denominator far all branches at tl)&. usion of 9rifferenoes of' approach 
toward '...J'otl ~;)IJ) J1').rN A'/»>1. <):>1') <) f(.1~ I "'·"rV. 
It would seem incredible to me, remmbering the: ki.J:rl of service witnessed at the 
Free Synagogue, while he was yet rlthus, and the sermons he delivered. No, we need 

two sOOoola actively and openly espousing Liberal Judaism within the fabric of the 
totality of Jewish learning ani historic experience , particularly since the two 
European institutions of our poiIIt of vie .. have been destroyed .. 

Permit me nO'lt' to formulate, perpaps too incoherently, the goals of our movement. 
Dr .. Freehor's address at the Cinoinnati Or~- ination in 1950, w:t.tnessed by our Con-
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ference then in session, serves as rq start~ point. He etated tl:at Liberal 
Jmaisill cannot possibly be separated from the ethico-meral emphasis gemrally 
associated with the proph.te and c.rtain .. tarial found in the pentateucl1 and 
hagiographa. Even it our emphasis on Social Action aDd Justice was larselJr the 
product o£ the ioouatrial age which witnessed tbl!!l geDls19 and growth at Liberal 
Judaism, the conditions are sufficiently permanent to make us rO-ilffirm in every 
generation that God's kingdom on earth CaJUlot be establiahed &s long as a.n;y in­
dividual, or all)'" nation, is oppressed, is denied access to _terial or spiritual 
possessions which God created. Ours 1s a global new-po1Dt r8 'lC~ into the 
sluas of out" hCJDe towns as well as into the abyBses of Ute Everest. 

However, social refllDms actmnce bat slowly. :fs have to retain our Fopbatic 
bearing in the £ace ot adve:,se eriticis::t and general retrogression social and 
political, especially in our own nation . Therefere, it behOO'V'es us to view *1tb 

ubDost al.arm. the retre!lt of the liberal rabbinate in the last rew years on social. 
probl .... Wl'lar tho impact or possihl7 ad ..... e public opinion. Yet, if we are .ilenc­
ed, we .torreit the right to call ourselves -liberal' or 'progressive', fer these 
terms c&m1ot be disassociated ~ "politics·, i.e. _tters perta1n111l to the polis, 
the state . 

Liberal JtI1laiam, then, views i te goal through the individual aDd through society 
as a whole . The tragic era o£ decision in which we live bael wrought havoc with 
untold individuals .mo are no lo~er able to wlthstaDd the pressures of the atomic 
age and veer either to hedonistic excesses and an altogether untembla am unsound 

ve""ration or .... *rlal things or to ""ntal instability acd eventual ins..,p.ty. 
Therefore , our faith haa to be steered to prevent- 1nd1viduala whose redemptlon, ­
I personally don't object to the term"salvationn eitbsr, - we aspire from falling 
into these pitfalls. This personal ministry of the rabbi toward a bewildered 

Jew, whose tate i. not made easy by his llinority status aDd persi.tent discrimin­
a.tion, i.e another goal of Uberal .rudaism, reiated to the above n:entioDBd. "hils 
I am not w:I.lling to concede the e"""tion of Judai ... nth Ps,-ch1strr or 'Human 
RelatiOns", the U!le of tested aDd valid t-eehn1ques in dealing with our fellow I18D 

IlUSt be adonted by the te"!.chers of Liberal Ju!a.isa to bring nearer the achievemnt 
ot indirldualllQ.emption ani, ultimately, the X1.ngd0ll of God. on earth. 

Our Bible Interpretation and oar use of prayer,-thB prayer of the heart, net the 
pageant., the plays and the cantatas 1Ihl.ch lIlke us IliatakenlJ' identuy art with 
religion, - should cODstantly be directed toward this purpose . But, first, we 
should be csrtain thst a liberal Jew artir ... the reality ot GOO, or p"""'r, ot 
the good lire here and beyond, ani therein, it seems to me, lies the primary 

task or tho liberal rabbinate. 

Forgive tho leogth ot thi8 se'O"~'i'.),/)-J.J: Iola,- ,-our deliberations in Estes 

Park bear rich fruit. , and with kind . t regar~':;,~o. ~ 
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Rabbi herbert A. Friedman 
2419 h . ~enood Boulevard 
lilT-aukee, 'Iisconsin 

Dear Rabbi Fried, <In : 

S 20 SOU TH S TIU: I: T 

GASTONIA. N . C . 

.Tune 5, 1953 

It was impossi !Jle for .... e to a swer yc ;x iG.quil'Y 501 rer . 
not too 1, te , • J.y .rite the follo..r~;)g r~lr ... rks for ha t 
be worth to you. . 

If 1t is 
they may 

1. chare is • "clossica~ 9"t ern" v.hic l. ~ t hink is ropidly d ind ­
ling . The other trend can not be c. s ified because it reflects 
cany points of vi ew ~nd individ~lit~es . 

2 . The first or:e ,:e, "tioned in number 1, in my opinion , "ill net 
r<lke peace vith the ler er (ve~ent . 

a. Without all four trenas \/e oilby call ourselves <lefor", ; certeir,ly 
NOT Jewish . 

4 . .a.S above . 

5. I do not regard ttefor:n JudlasJl , U A i:I C, O~ C CAR ,. as "saviors" or Israel. Tbey represent a trend ~ ich • am convinded will 
further develop the JIltens! y of J eVJish life to be handed on 
through the centuries. Whether this .ill lead to mergers or to 

6. 

a deeper :mderstand1ng 171th other groups, I do not undertake to 
predict . But 1 do pr.dict that the "classical pattern" caMot 
survive . 

..... 
Your Sbhool maybe in };eVl York City or PodJ.I!k . ....d1son, is . is 
certainly not t l.. e arId .lJ..etropolis ; fnd yet studnets and 
scholsrs flock ttere . 

lith 'the ever- increasillf c..f1d often co~fllctiLg ne d for bigger 
and better "udgets for everyth1"1; in the orld, I _m in favor 
of maintai .ing one outstanding School . 

7 · The WOI:d "ex}Jloitinr;" is rirht ! ..'e need ol'!ly one se1:001 . 

':'y war'lest r eg .. "ds and personel feod ishes . 

Cordiall ~rcrt: S, 
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8 )iay, 1953 

Dear Fr1end: 

At the forthooming meet1ng of the C.C.A.R. at Est.e 
Park, there "rill be a symposium a.nd discussion on the 
Subject "The State of the Reform Movement - Ite Philo­
sophy and Institutlons" . A whole evenlng will ba 
devoted to th1s fundamental ly important question. 

The Institutions 
and Eisendrath . 
be disoussed. 

Ifill ba dealt wlth by Rabbls Glueok 
The merger plan of the HUC-JIR >Till 

The Philosophy wl11 be subdlvided into thrse seotions -
"Recent History', 'Current Trends', and 'Goals of the 
Reform l,ovement' . Rabbl Brlckner has done me the honor 
of lnvltlns me to speak on the Goals . 

I have my own views on thls vital theme, but would like 
to know the opinions of the members of our Conference. 
Your counsel and adv1ce lrould enable me to prepare my 
paper more thoroughly. I would appreoiate hearing from 
you, brlefly or at length, on all or any of the folloHlng 
questlons, whioh are formulated simply for the sake of 
oonvenienoe . Thls is not a poll, lnvolving the oalou­
lation of percentages, but a simple effort to take a 
sampling of oplnlon on a complex ldeologloal and practlcal 
questlon. 

1. Do you balleve that there are two kinde of Reform 
Judaism in Amerlca today - one representlng the 
classical pattern and the other representing the 
broader approach discussed at the reoent meet1ng 
of the UAHC? What 10 clqaic Reto_! tho",., be too opproacho. 

tb°2 ;ad.¥f~cful !h~h~lliW'clr~~.~~m-g~ 'i."g·~o,~~ t~b' '-""'" 
dlfferent 11nes of evolutlonary development, do you 
think these cleavages are brldgeable or not? 

Re!ora }.1ke.Yrrlh.1.Da: el.ae 1. capable of d.TeloS-lIlt -1 •• • 
'3. Do you reel ~hat the Reform Movement should continue 

its present trends toward, a) 1noreased ceremonialism; 
b) lntensified education; cj sympathetlc concern 
wlth the State of Israel; d 1dentiflcation with the 
totality of the Jewlsh people? I ••. 



, . • 

Jh Or do you feel that Reform can best serve its Ol·m 
genius by remaining constant to its sarlier pro­
nouncements and formulations? This question 1s too indefinite 

to be answered by a "Y8S" or Wno". 
5. Should the goals of the Reform Movement be such as 

to preserve the classical pattern - or should our 
goals be so broadened within the scope of the new 
trends as to yrovlde place under the Refor~ roof 
for the myriads of Jel"s J unaffiliated and drifting, 
,.,.hose Je':/ish future may be in our hands? '!'he claasical. pattern 

which I don't exacU1 cOJIprehend never closed its doors to J8"8 mo desireci to enter 
6. Do you think it may be assumed that a much stronger 

SChool in Net·, York than has ourrently been ordered 
by the Board of Governors would help us to achieve 
the winning of the unaffiliated in the world's 
greatest center of Jewish life and population? Ie •• Evon to 

the extent of 1tOvi.ng the BOC to Ie .. lork. 
7. The question of the implementation of the merger 

plan of our schools 1s very relevant to the whole 
question of goals of the Reform I~ovement. Ars ws 
satisfied .r1 th the merger plan as presented to us 
in the recently distributed mimeographed outline? 
Will the broadest goals be served by this plan? Is 
there a better method of exploiting the valus of 
possessing a school 'tli th two branches in tl'TO sep­
arate cities? I ea studJing this question no". 

I realize that these are all large and provocative 
questions. I kno'tT that everyone is busy at this season 
of the year with Confirmation, Graduation, etc. But I 
would apprec1ate any sort of anawer, short or lengthy, 
which you feel disposed to formulate . 

:li th many thanks I am 

Sincerely yours, 

~,,-\.;t A· (.w~ 
Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 

Serb: I wish your questions bad been more 6etlnite. I Iioubt the legitlaacy at the 
use at ~ Wclseslcal Reform". What do you meeD b1 the-broadest goals- to be 
8erved ? Does this .ean the inclusion at the -two day" 1011 Tov; ot the Ylll"llulkah, 
the a:1ltveb, the old fashioned cloth cbupah, the shlvah, etc ? If' ;ou do, count 
ae out. I .ant 8 IIOderate Retona, based upon the Reform. which are 
unchangeable,-a '" hefom that is capable of can be attuned to the 
progressive elements in Jaerlcen life_. Can't go to the ConferenC8-H I wont see 
you. Sorry_ 

Corc:U.ally, Fox 
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hearlllok .'bou\ 'he taet the' the .ev lark .chool has Melt Yl thenac oa u.. Tln,. I .. BO\ '8T1nc ,hd ,be 1.t,v,'10a plan 1. tbe oab' ,actOI' w)dch 
hal 1" \0 'bl •• 04 ... 1111,. ..., 1 cIo fool ,hat \h. inhcraUoa pI .. b .. 
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JOSEPH EISNER 
FIVE TWENTY-ON E F IFTH AVENUE FEB 7 1956 

NE W YORK 

, , 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
United Jewish Appeal 
165 West 46th street 
New York 36, N. Y. 

Dear Herbert ~ 

February 3, 1956 

The Co~ttee of the Hebrew Union College -
J.I.R. is holding a hearing on ~bruary 20, 1956, 
beginning at 2 o'clock, at 40 West 68th Street, New 
York City, to hear any persons that wish to be heard 
in connection with its Integration Plan of the J.I.R. 

I have been aaked to arrange for the pres­
ence at that hearing of those who it i8 thought might 
contribute towards the solution of this problem and 
it 1s believed that you could assist materially 1n 
that direction. 

As Vice President of the Union, I am taking 
the liberty of inviting you to attend on that day. 

Will you please advise if you will come. 

Slncerely~ 

t 
JE:FP 



]'ebl'Wll'7 8. 1956 

Hr. J oeepb lib" ... 
1'1 __ ","One ]'1fth ........ 
lfew T_. If.T. 

_Hr. 1I1-. 

In \h •• _. at !lUll!. ]'1'1_. I wieh ,. _1e4t;e 
r.ceipt at 70V le'_ at l'e-.,. )rd.. iJrft Uq bl.lI , • 
• Uead. • _ariD« ... J'.R1uu7 20. 1956. 

I oh!tJ.1 pta. TCIIU' le'''r _ore Iiab1l1 l'r1 __ hi. 
l"etuD to .., York nat week. I woald. howe'ftl'. v111h to 
ad<do. TOIl ., \hi. U. ,_, 11»111 l'ri_ will lie ., .. ad.1II!I 
Un1_ Jewt.h Appeal ".'1II!Ie I.D 1'10rida on ]'.brwu7 20. 
whiah .,GII1ld ... '-' Wponlllle 1!or h1II to a'''ad. \he _ar1ll!l. 

5tDavelT YOIUa. 

"ore\u7 to 
11»101 IJnllart A. l'ri_ 

--



Hebrew Union C;ollege' Jewish Institute of Religion 
UNDER THE PA"l'ftONAG £ or THE UNION o r AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

CI:NCINNATI 

NEW YORK 

LOS ANCELES 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
165 West 46th Street 
New York 36, New York 

Dear Rabbi Friedman: 

CL I F T ON AVENUE· CINCINNAT I 20, OHIO 

May 8, 1958 

I suppose you have not heard that Dick Bluestein is about to 
leave the College to accept the post of Administrative Assistant 
to Abe Sachar at Brandeis University. Hence, your letter was 
turned over to me, as I am ful.1'illing many of Dick I 5 former 
duties. 

We will be delighted to arrange a tour for you of our Cincinnati 
campus . I am sure that we can arrange a tour for you sometime 
during the day of Wednesday, May 28. At your convenience, we 
will either make it early in the morning or at noon. I will find 
a student who gives a good one and talk to you about it at the 
Rauh dinner Tuesday night. 

Looking forward to seeing you. 

Cordially, 

~ ~(Iuo/!Ph~~, 
Mrs. Nathan Solinger 



Hebrew Union C;ollege' Jewish Institute of Religion 
UNDER THE PATRONACE OF THE UNION OF AlIIERICAN HEBRE1i' CONCRECAT I ONS 

C I NC I NI'>ATI 

1'1£11' YORK 

loOS ANGELES 

CL IFT ON AVENUE CINCI'iNAT I ::20, OHIO 

June 19, 1958 

Rabb~ Herbert Friedman 
United Jewish Appeal 
165 W. 46th St. 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Rabbi Fr~edman: 

formation of 
ganlzed into 
1n Council. 
the name for 

At our January meeting we approved 1n principle the 
a group of promising future leaders who would be or­
something which we then spoke of as the Associates 
At our meeting on May 28th, we tentatively adopted 
this group as Board of Associates. 

We envisage apPoint1ng to thiS consultative grouP3 
men of stature who can be or will be interested in the College­
Institute and from \'lhom we may ult1mately recruit members of the 
Board of Governors or important conunittees . \"Ie shall also want 
to have meetings of the AssocIates from time to time at one of 
our schools. 

We want you to send to the above address, for my 
attention, names of individuals whom you can recommend, along 
with a paragraph about each person. It 1s essent1al for the 
persons recommended NOT to be contacted in advance. This 1s nec­
essary so as to avo1a-posslble embarrassment in case the committee 
in charge decides not to appo1nt, as we want to l1mit the original 
number. 

convenience. 
Please send me your names and comments at your earliest 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
. Robert P. Goldman, Cha1rman 

Board of Governors 



"...., 23. 1958 

Mr. Rab it P. Goldllla. Cbal~ 
BoP'd of Goftmon 
He_ Q,I_ Col~ 
Clinton A_ 
Clnal .... tI 20, a.1o 

Tbl. I. to ' .... ,... let£er of .... 1:,'_:':':':::':':' to 
Ilabbl He:tbe:tL Fr' I P t In ........ 1 ... wlt.k I' I "'tl ... for 
a Baarcl of Aa8oolatea. 

Rabbi hi ..... I. at pft_t Sa lanel ... I. ~led to 
ret-urn to t.'hla COUIlay .. .,,1,. __ tllDftt:h. at. vhteb time your 
letter vlll ,. plooed bofoow hi .. 

Sadetay to 
Herbert A. Fr'l."n , 

f 

, I 

r\ 
/ 

,-
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Hebrew Union C;ollege' Jewish Institute of Religion 
UNDER THE P,tTBONAGE Of' THE UNION Of' AMERICAN HEIREW CONGREGAT I ON'S 

CINCINNATI 

NE1IV YOU': 

LOS ANCELES 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
165 West 46th Street 
New York 36,New York 

Dear Rabbi Friedman: 

CLIFTON AVENUE· CINCINNATI 20. OHIO 

Hay 1), 1958 

I am answering your note ~or Grace and Carl Rauh in 
regard to the time that you can be at their home on 
Tuesday, Hay 27. I am sure it will be ell right if 
you arrive about 8 p.a., as there will be a cocktail 
hour preceding the dinner. 

!'heir home is fairly" far from the airport, so I 
would imagine you von't get there much before 8:15. 
I will explain to the il.auhs that you will be slightly 
late. 

01" 
Cordislly, 

~~ . 
Janet Solinger (1'"1J?; ~) 

~ fJ-/-.. <.""d.".Q 

q. ~ JJ.. ~ :; !::::. u f.' 1:S ~ r;L-

., 

, 
M-e-.... 7r ph.... 





Dr. Nel_._ 
Ne_ IIolGl Col1e&e 
Clile. 10'" s __ 
C .... _. 10, CIa .. 

lIou"'-

20th s.pt .... ~. 19'7 

I .... ,.. 1a&telr ei _ s.,&-~ '" eM '--
of eM_",eieM_ .... 'OU ._eM, • __ ~ 
of .... DalGl lsi C __ ' f. <Ie_r D - D. 

llofoec_te1, I _11 .. ~"F ... " .." ... 8th ~,for 
• f.l~l)' OOIIpltca&e4 It......" -.ell ehe ft.nt ..... Ia 110; $ Ir. til,. vill .... a.. _ &a da78 lsi Iana1 vith _ !up_I 
StudJ " ••• 1 ... . 

You .. tel.". ..... that ., pi a .. "til, •• _ chat t _ _ n._ to .. _hal' aNn .. ..,.chI., ,.,.. v __ to olD 

psr" to .. I"""", 

With .11 aood vl_ for tbe "- Y .. ~, I _ 

IW'/fo 



HEBREW UNION COLLEGE ........ CINCINNATI 

JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION ... NEW YORK 

Rabb i Herbert FrledIlan 
United Jewish Appeal 
165 West 46th Street 
New York, New York 

Dear Herb: 

Office of the P",idmt: 

CLIFTON AVENUE CINCINNATI 20, OHIO 

September 16, 1957 

I kncN that a notice of' the meeting of the Board of Governors 
of the College-Institute ror October 15th bas been sent to you. Possibly 
you have knOW'D, too, that on the weekem. preceding our lIJ!eting, the 
Executive Board of the Union of A.,rican Hebrew Congregations 1s al.so 
meet1ng in Cinc1nIla.t1. On Saturday morning and early a:fternoon, the 
Union :Board will be the guests of the College-Institute on our Cincinnati 
campus for services, a tour of the campus, am for lunch. Pla.ns have 
been made for a joint d1nDer, urder the auspices of too Combined Campa.1gn, 
to be beld on Sunday night, October 13th. 

I would deeply appreciate it if you woul.d not only !!Bke a 
special effort to attend this Board of Governors neeting, but a l so be 
present for the dinner on October 13th. It will be in the interest of 
the College -Institute for as lIBIIy of the of':f'ieial family of the College 
to be present ani to act as hosts to our f'r1ends ani colleagues on the 
Board of the Union. Indeed, if' you can in addition arrange to be with 
us on October 12th, that would be lIDst helpfu1. But your presence for 
the dinner on October 13th, B.Dl at the Board of Governors neeting, is 
desirable, and even urgent. 

May I please bear from you that you can be with us. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

Ne1son Gluec 



THE HEBREW UNION COLLEGE ... CINCINNATI 

JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION ... NEW YORK 

O.lfia'I,ht CHAIRMAN, BOAR.D Of GOVUNOB.S 

Rabbi Herbert Friedman 
United Jewish Appeal 
165 w. 46th St. 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Rabbi Friedman: 

May 1, 1957 

It is proposed to establish a Herbert R. Bloch 
Memorial Fellowship at the Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religion. This Fellowship may be granted 
~rom time to time, as funds are available, not necessarily 
annually, in the diacretion of the President, for advanced 
study in American Jewish History and American Jewish Educa­
tion, in which Mr. Bloch was particularly interested. Prin­
cipal, as well as interest, may be used from time to time 
for the purposes of the Fellowships. It is contemplated 
that the fund will be exhausted within a period of a minimum 
of twenty-five years and a maximum of fifty years. 

The family and a few friends are making contribu­
tions to establish the fund in1tially. While no solicita­
t10n will be made, any friends of Mr. Bloch's who care to 
contr1bute to this Memorial should send their contributions 
to the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Inst1tute of Religion in 
Cincinnati for the attention of Nelson Glueck, President. 

With best personal regards, I am, 

As ever 

k~ 
L. Weil, Chairman 
of Governors 



O!. .. S£Vmn'Y FIVK EAST Sttrr FOUJlTH S'I1tE¥T 
NlnvYou: 

lIabbi Korb.,., ~ J'r1e-" 
_to 1400 
165 Y •• ' 46th !tr .. ' 
lIeY York 36. II. Y. 

])oar IIabbi J'ri.a.nl 

March 19. 1957 

I deeplT apprec1ate your hlan:a.c 'eDt ... COPT ot your 
letter aMr ... ed to •• 110D 1J1uack on March 11th. I lr::D.oV 
you. wUl 'be happy to learn. that I haft received. a raft 
of letterl. Includ1nc • nbetaztUal naaber fro. uadnatel 
ot the B.lIr_ Union Colleg., Which ••••• the __ point 
of new •• TOur awn. and which &110 frequ.ntly .troDClJr 
OP}X)I' the u. of the wor4. Belir." and the e1ia1naUol1 of 
the Yord Jevll1h fro. the II .... ot the Joint .chooll. 

MaT I add that I th1Dk tbe.t 7~ ... moat tortuDate in 
pining the '.rTic" ~ Abe IIlan 1IIloa w. w111 dooplT 
_ill and tor Who. Shad and I haTe both tbe ~e.t •• t 
adairation and affection. 

With eTery good With, 

incerelT. 0 
l\JI ~ (j ~ \ olt:.. 
u.tine Ylle Polier 

J1Il> '110 



ao •• ' ,. "'~ ""'.If Ual .. Cell.ttp 
C'wf u, au. 

n.r .... ·181 ... • 

Util-' 19S? 

Shoe .... It 7 1 1.". 1a ..... JAMr ell ......... 17 BlUe"'. 
Sa I.oe' 1_. I __ ct.s. _ t r .. , .. tbo .... 1 .. ,.... 
ral_ he the t P III _ III ,he. M , _.ole. 

I 'old. ~ u..a .... , I U " w ..... _ pi l.c, 1t a' all 
a4Y1ealile. I • __ tbo, ,.... 1ft tbo _, _Uo blll,OI'. __ 'be 
_tiler _U-.l .rim. 
Sa .. Gal' •• It' .... ~ __ u.. a ht.11' d-.a .. .IIan ..... '0 _ 
allad ""'. _"... I\r ..... ~ lIIpr_1 ...... ___ 1>T tile 
feel'_ !Ib1eh I oS ta ,_ "lip) •• o&1la. !he .. 18 T.., 
41.'~ preeeat ,_ 1M". that tat ..... H4 It "P of _ 
wo.u nAl' 18 s,'-, ...t Jdch' ...... \be pwpue rd. d .. goT'. 
the I4 ... UV fit the _ Tori< l'" * '!'he hot the, __ +'1 , ..... 
__ & t..,. 1. & A 7 1oc1eal....uv witll !Ib1a1o ,.... _ "-1. 

I _, .., ,bat I _ 1a PC I witll,.... the, there 10 ..... tOllt & *=. 1a _. Oa ... .ua. .... I _, ..,. U&' I _ la&&I' __ .' 
witll _ III the.1 I _ the ___ .... lie _ & _ &I 

wiU • 7 .. ,la~ 'he _ T __ 1. 

lIT 071,,·1. .tioa.uu .,-" I.e, ...... u.. CO .. 4 .... _!Ib1_ 
.. pH oar -.a ___ to t1a4 the k1ai of 10l'aU ... !Ib1a1o 11 .... '17 
____ e1ll 1>0 I p~1>l+ to au. 

1f1t1l 'ftfIt7 )e.' etabee. 1_ 

$I l ,elT. 

_ " • . Jlr1_ 



{7$ tff.d 6#,( .9',-, 
.A'ew IJ.!I.,i ~.,. 

Rabbi Heri>ert Fri_ 
Lockwood CIrcle 
lJostport, Ooa_ ... t 

Doar Rabbi. Frie"'" 

I know bow b...,. 10" are Witla the probl_ o! tIM 
lIa tiOllal. U.a, but felt tat _ • ...u Wi ... to .. e a ooPT 
o! a letter I ..... jut writta to Ilea... Glaeck. I 
trust tllat it 10u agree Witll -.and it 10 lOOt 
ineonn.tat Wi III ,our 're_t ... rk, 10" .. 111 help to 
prevent this .... troait7 • 

.nIP •• • tiDe Vi_ Po11er 

, 
... 



Dr. ., SOD Glueck 
IIebrev IID1cm College 
C1De1mwU, Ql10 

!'ebruar,y 25, 1957 

Your .. letter oJ: Pebnaz:y lab _ too _ Al...u or 
the Bebrw Unioa Col) •• ..JR1ah Z-t1Wte ot ""&1_, .. received 
byae. 

I t'1DIIl1t _1>0 _ ... __ ~ .... 1A goc4 cauaci"""" 
reo it! _10 _ta too tile olIU_Ucm of tile J_1Mti_ or 
1Ie1lglOD _r _ jpI1M or ! S'na a "looI!I _ tiU1aal.t _". Vitl;­
out talking aboat tbe lepJ. upect. of tJa.1e attar .. 70'1 Jmcw. u I knoll, 
tbat tbere ... a elIar ... t ____ r _ plaae, tbat both 
1IIati t\lt1QD1O ""ul4 be _iDUed .. t1fQ eo i?w' ilIaU_""" 1A the tlltuze, 
and tIlat tbe _Ucm or the retention oJ: tbe "lIeb ... IID1cm College' and 
the -el1mjrwt1on or the -Jn18h lMt1tate of ReJ'S'CMle WIder the gDi.M or a 
change or ...... 10 a nolaticm or tile 8}>1r1t it DOt the letter or that 
agz nt ... 

You _ vith _t -..em _ 1IIao cberUbed tile Jeviah 
InsUtute oJ: lIellgicm"'" Ita great _moe to the Jeviah .... m1ty 
V1tneaae4 the atM4y ettorta to d1.1n1 ah ita atature l1li4 aenice trcm 
the 101llle oJ: m:r fatber'a _th until tile SpriDs or 1956. '1'be rracluct100 
at staft, the arb1tmr,r rracluct10n at _ atuaent body, the mqu1.-nt 
that .t~1;a aIloul4 law _ Yon: ...,. ~ in C1nc1DDBtl, ...,. ~ 
other thinp wbic:h were &me, led to srov1D8 zeaen'trleDt aDd • feeling 
tlw.t. J'OU were c1etenl1nea.. Vbetber CCrl;Wirf°IM,l,. or DO, to lD1e1m1De the 
..,ry ~ rq :rather .. tJ:e 1'cmn4er of the Jev1ah Inatl tute of &e11 ghm 
ewn at tile eoot or deatro;)'1.Dg tbe Institute.. I 41cl, _r, hope tIlat 
vi 1;1> the decision, vh1cb the taeta ot hiatory requ11'ed ...,. tbe Jeviah 
c m1ty'« '1 " tbat the Jew1ab Inat1tute or pe11g1on be relnallt in 
the _teat center ot oTev1ab Ute througbout tbe lIOr14, tbet th1a k1lld 
ot OIl-going attack ¥Oul4 oeaae. 



VbIII Dr. Be atart"" & II n .eM' :l.a .., York )'aU __ to 
_ u4 "ke« ., bel.;p p' ". tbat II;Y tatblr 1M,,' 7 Ia1a ....ue _ lOU' 
."""'..... 1 ~ ~ __ I eoul4 .so ~ l8lt1l I _ .u.r1e4 
ta, ,.w wre DOt. .",1DC to ~ 'ClIII Jw1U IDaUtute of ..".,oa TOIl 
atate4 ;roa u ,. Pi I t ~ ev1' s ttat w.a , .... ~ lIUt _r 414 80. 1 t1>Il it !al'4 W _ .. __ 41aplA1,T at 81Idl __ .. ,.... ~ _t ~, . ___ -. __ JI8"~ ertorta W -"'T 
.. t. ,.. 01" $ to b _ tbe otber. \' 

I !aft _ tol4 _t _ ""' ...... ~. Q 1 (iA ct.1all 
witll ,....r .. : ' tor ·_ . • at _ ' ) .. __ ao ___ , 
)'O\l npte' I that tbe ~ Jw1ah .. m.ztst .. , , t oliIe_ CIDI 
11""' 04 ~ _. 'ZII1a _ VIle Sa 7 '0 c1rcleoI, _ at a later 1181"104 
iA __ a,.". _____ Wtwr .."..ua .. w __ at 
a .ToIW18II _teo 110 ..... _ ., toM : .... _ 6 PI ... at _ Jllftllb 
z-tJ.'t'IRe at Pel'II- .. _ ........ 7' __ • 2$ s actaool. tor tM 
tre''''''1 of 7 7 " Sa 81* ) *11 ttl , I "-1= rt ,. DOt. autl.e 
.m' 'e tz 2 _, =. $I ... ) ....... MUeta. 1a tbe 
lI1I1r1t at JwUIo ..u 1% t u. ... "'-1*' _ 111- a t1tuas place 
iA ite _. a. c' __ ... :.- ws.JI ..,.sa .. Jueat to __ 
at __ "7 • , 7 IWI¥ _ .. uuDet _ " lib' tl"GIi __ 
of ~ c.. 1.DftI 'e III ~ .. ,. ,.,.. _ t,'e1 .. to be mb1»1a 
_~ .. 1a:~ ,. stl IIda J'.DDt~at:q1e 

Nt .. , "'" .. at .... to .=_ -1'7 "¥ toM allUteJUtt. at _ at _ .1p1t1_. . . ftr __ tt. _ .... 1 5 l at tile Jev1ah lMti_ 
at "'"~. _ite .~_ iA ... _ $ 7 at __ .... .l_ 

tv_ 
I .so DOt 0»; .u a __ tar tile iaUtllU. _t 11 w __ 

""" ~ tile ....... '. iA C)'M' U __ 'fmIt, "'" ~ w1U &lao 
'nc'. aI41t1 ] .+00" 1Ja .. at ... Mat. azd IaZMl. . Her 'HZ'. & 
DIV 0 •• 1 at u nl _ +=" .. *'( 1D IPOl ta1t.b. MJecUftl¥, u4 DOt 
\IDI1er t.I:Ie s..-n or )'tel,'. W loc:IIJ. 1 ,."". 11& CSnc1".U, or to ~ 
""" trw pe........t.. ' ... _ Z 'Ou-, tor DOt haviDe _ aIIlu 
to ' ItlC; _ .1_ IDni_ at ""lSnn 

~~t I uoultl "'ill t tta. a _ ..... J'c&U _ ....... .. 
ha ualUcW& __ t _til it or to ... a1fte _r _ ~ of _ J&.-t iAuUt..u. 

.. 11 _ lIT _ ~ __ t1Uu. 

Iio_ lbt. =..i!l!J~eY!J1!! 
.1_ IMtltutu at .. ,,~ ... 

Cinc'me:U 
_ tom City 
Loll ',.'M 
Jel"'_" 



hb ...... 25, 1957 

~ ...tim> _ in • ~r1t at J..u .. &114 .... 41ll _ 
__ .., 1Mp1ro4 __ • .......,. &114 ___ 111>0 are Mrv1D& _ 
.~ _ ~ ........ _10_ With the h1&b ~1b1Ut;y 
~-. 
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1100 HYDE PARK IOULEVARD • CHICAGO IS, ILLINOIS 

STUDY OF THE UIII 

February 19, 1957. 

The more I reflect on the proposed change of name or 
the Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion, the more 
I am impressed with the umrisdom, and I would add the unf'airneaa, 
of the form which you propose which is not a change at all , but a 
dropping of the name of the J~sh Inltitute of Peligion. 

I share the view with many of the alumni 1ri th whom 
I have had a chance to discuss the pr0i2!!d change, that it dis­
torts the character of the partnership To 1IIhioh the two schools 
entered. Tbe very definite appearanoe is given that the Hebrew 
Union COllege is preserved as an entity and that the Jewish 
Institute ot Religion is not merged with it, but submerged in 
the H.U.C. This is one ot the fears many ot our men have had, 
and I know that you would not want to give these fears substance. 
The Institute en with lIbom I have spoken feel with me that tha 
change as proposed is a source of hu.ili*tion to them and does 
not fulfill the wish that Dr. Wise hadcthat the identity of 
the schools should be preserved in a wholesome union with a 
branoh in Cincinati and another in N~ York. 

I am in agreement with you that there is need for 
a change in the name. and I would like t o suggest something 
to this effeot: 

Hebrew Union College 
Cincinati 

UNION JEWISH COLLEGE 

Jewish Institute of Religion 
liew York 

This would serve as 8 heading for the orf icial stationary 
and on documents and publicatio~. For public relations purposes 
we ought to use Union Jewish College, formerly called H.U . C. _J .I.R. 
I am not so sure that the p' es8 would any more make use of the 
additional words "formerly called Hebrew Union College - J~ah 
Institute of Religion" than it would the phrase "merged with the 
Jewish Institute of Religion" which you recommended to go with H .. U.C .. 



• I T~f TfMvlf] 
1100 HYDE 'ARk BOULEVARD. CHICAGO IS, IlliNOIS 

STUDY OF THE UBII 

poge 2. 

All things being equal, in the best lnterewQ 
of harmony, of fairness, of justice to the wishes of Stephen Wise 
and the deep fee1inga of the alumn, it appears to me that the 
title Union J~8h College whioh preserve. both Union and College 
and gives us the more realistic description of' Jewhh in the title 
would provide the aD3Wer to the Deed for a ehan~e in name. 

I _arnestly hope that such action will be taken 
8.8 will add .trength to the united schools . I do not believe that 
any streng .... h rill accrue from your prapo.ad name. 

With best "dah •• , 

Sincerely, 

• 
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nit Is a faR mouacc 
unl_ Irs dcfencd ch ... -
""" ... II r~dkR."" by , he 

WE rr'ERN UN~N 
TELEGRAM '20' 

W . P . MARS H ALL. ".&OI.""'NT 
T h. '~nll om" ohown In ,h .. . ,.", lin" on domes, ic {eI"",om. i. Sf ANOARO TIME a. polnl of <>riPn. T im. of rec>elr-II STANOA!lDTIME at poin, 

, 

CT LL Y036 DL PD=Cf NCIIINATI OH 10 18 NFl= 1957 SEP 18 PM 3 5') . , 

RABBI HERBERT FRIEDMAN= UNITED JEWISH APPEAL ' 
165 WEST 46 ST NYK= 

TO PERMIT FULL ATTENDANCE AT OCTOBER 13TH DINNER 
HONORING NELsON GLUECK, COUllTTIE ~ETI.QS OF 
COLLEGE~\NSTITUTE IILL BE HE~D SONDAT, OCTOBER 13TH, 
BOARD MEETING MONDAY, OCTOBEII 14TH, INSTEAD OF TUESDAY, , . 

~ , 

OCTOBER 15TH. HOTEL 100lS AlE SCAICE BUT WE ARE HOLDI NG \ 
SEVERAL ROOIS. PLEASE IIUTE IUCIIARD BlUESfEINYS OFFICE,' 

- • I _ • 

COLLEGE-IIISTITUTE, BY OCTOBEI 1ST, FOR HOTEL , 

TH~ CO""PANY WI~ ~ AP ' k l An SU GOESTIO:>lS 'R.OM ITs PATRON CONCfII.l<ING ITS SEl VlC. 

RESERVATION. DrNNER GIVEN BY LICHTiRS AND LUCKMANS , 
MONDAY NIGHT CANCELLED BECAUSE OF THIS CHANGE= 

ROBERT P GOLDMAN VICE=CHAIRMAN= 

-'~ \' ,.~ 

--' 1.11 
~ ~ 

~CP 1 9 1957 

TH E (:O "" ' ... N\" W Ill A PPREC IAT E SVCGI!STIONS f~OM ITS PATRONS CONC£RNING ITS stavtCe 
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