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Rabb I Herbe r t F ri edman 
COl'\9re94tlon Emanu EI Jeshu r un 
2419 E. Kenwood Bou levard 
Milwoul:ee II, Wi scons in 

Ou r Pabb l: 

As pe r you r reques t: 

Jan ua ry 20, 1953 

" I hove just re-r~od my manuscript of "The ~cc ab ~ es 
of the Warsaw Ghetto" . It contai ns all the freshness of 
'h e heroic tragedy, since It WIl$ produced at New York ' s 
Carneg ie Hall In 1943, two mon ths to the day af t er the 
g r eat Up risin g . The orIginal was done In YIdd i sh, bu t 
I cou ld have It 'n English If necessary . You do not state 
In your letter in what lan g ua ge you Intend to prest'nt It . 
I regret thot I cannot send you the only sc ri pt that I 
possess , but am Intereste-d in the proposition . As you 
might know I wa~ bo rn and lived to ~y twentieth year tn 
Wo r saw . 

If yo' should want me to prepare a sc ript, It would 
greatly he l p the productlon If I kn ew a number of your 
preferences In the: matter. AsIde fro,." the lan guage, I 
should like to know the preferred running time: and t he 
poss i b l e number of partiCipants ." 

JM: I 

Mark Schuld 
340 E .. t IS s tr .. t 
New Yo rk 3, N. Y. 

Very Sin c erely, 



Rabbi: Remember, 0 Lord , the de c imation of Thy people , be mindful of our 
\.Ioeful bereavement . 

Cong : No generation in I s r spl's l ong and s orrowful chronicle has known e 
destructi on a s immense as VB havp witnessed in t his a~ . 

RabbI : We have seen the design of the ancient tyrant well ni gh a ccomplished 
i n our d~y : lito destroy, t o slay, and exterminate all Jews , both young 
and ol d, littl e chi ldren and \lomen ." 

Cong : The ~ousahold of Israel was devastated , i t s sanctuari es ve re desecrated, 
its houses of l~arn1ng razed , it~ treasures l ooted; its elders end sages 
and gua.rdians and pe~ple were shin . 

Rabbi: With '.fenton crue l ty and consum:natp craft, strange l ethal devices \lere 
wielded against us t o destroy us utterly . 

Cong: We \le~ accounted as sheep f or slaughter . W~ \.Iere crushed i nto the dus t 
sud c over ed with the s~dow of death . 

Rabbi: Smitten , 1.1lpaled and :mf'foce t ed, burned, poisoned and rur ied alive , the 
hosts of Israel , peri shed in daylight p.nd in darkne ss , in camps , in 
s Aal ed box C!lrs , 1n open fie l ds , in I:lU:~'ky forests , in foul tunnels . 

Cong: T!iken .from the pursui t of their labors , from the study of Thy la\l, 
f~om the i r homes , from their hiding places end while fle eing from the 
r ·, l e-ntless s\o'or d . 

Rahbi : Rc~m~&r , 0 Lor d, the de c i nation of Thy ~ople , be ninrtfUl of nur vas t 
berf>.B.";"8ment . 

Cantor: 

nl';~~i~ ')~ ~n~'l li~ J~E! ""~,I ., ~ :y~ O'lP 

n ·l 'j~!! ;~ ~~ i1 T:~' il;nr) T' "~ '' ~i''' 

O " ~ n~il n " ~ "Bl ' » 1 ~ " l lt: li ;Yl O ~~t li ;~ l 
. ~ :- - ... - - : 'T-:" _ , ." .... _ : 
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Rabbi : ~rise and go t o t he city of slaughtEr; yalk through its streets and its 
courtya rds. And behol d wit h thine own eyes and touch with thine own 
hands the spattered blood and dried bra ins of th~ murder ed. 

Rabbi Not f or one "City of Sl aughter" do we weep t oday, 
but f or entire communities of I srael that wer p er nsed from the face of 
the earth. Not "Teil Martyrs of Caesar" do we mourn t oday, but the 
countless hosts of I s r ael who were ccnsumed dsy aft~r day and month 
aft~r month in an incessant carnage . We l ament the great mother con­
greg~tions of Israe l , that had borne our guard i ans end gui des, our 
poets and thinkers and fight ers and dreamer s , wb~ch ar e no more . 

R~bbi : From the depth of our anguish we call unto Thee , 0 Lord . 

Cong : Hear our cry. 

Rabbi : The voice of our br others' blood cries unto Thee from our hearts . 

Cong: See our anguish . 

Rabbi: We r e live the agony of our t ortured br others, the shame of our Sister s, 
the scorn of our aged , t he t error of our children . 

Cong: To Thee , 0 Lord, we lift our voices in our sorrOw end bereavement . 

Rabbi: Answer us , 0 God , in the day we ca1l unto Thee . 

Cong: V1ndi cl3.te our f aith . 

Rabbi : Tekel, Tekpl --like words unseen 
The handwriting inscribed upon the wall l 
Not only we , the wa1ls of every house , 
The stone of e v~ry str ee t knew our f ate . 
The birds anc fishe s knew , s ll of us knew, 
The people ell ar ound us- - they knew t oo : 
We would 1:::e murdered, e.9.ch of us wes doomed ; 
No r eason gi vpn ; nothing t o r~ done . 
The order has bP~n issued stark and plain: 
Sl aughter the J ewish people , child and men! 

Rabbi: The voice of the Torah was stilled in the h~uses of l earning end the 
chant of prayp- r in t he houses of wor ship_ 

Con~ : The lamp was extinguished . 

Rabbi .! Gone we r e the t eachers and scholars, prudent of yeart a nd gi ants of 
i ntellect. 

Cong: How we r e t he mighty f allenl 

Rabbi: Desol et e were the theat ers and houses of f Allowship which had delighted 
and comfor ted the he~rts of mult i tudes . 

Cong: The hamlets wer e emptied i n Israel, were empti ed . 

Rabbi : Israel's singer s vanished , vanished his poets and IJ.rtists, who had 
hrought j oy &.00 cOOlfoTt t o the people . 
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Cong: Israel was orphaned. 

Rabbi: Physicians ceased in Israel, ane toilers, and tradesmen and merchants, 
and fight ers who battled f or the righte of maD. 

Cong: The paths of Israel were deserted. 

Rabbi: It came to pass on the day vren all the symegogues in Ule land vere set 
on fire. And guards vere ordered t o protect adjo1n1ng buildings only. 
And merry crowds assembled before the nurning sanctuaries to rertle the 
Jews. Behold a Je\l emerged from the midst of the crow aOO ran. through 
the guard. The mocking sentries shouted after him: "Wh1the r runnest 
thou, 0 Jew?" And he cried: "I desire t o pray." A.ro they laughed at 
him: "Seest thou not that thy shrine is aflame?" But the Je\l plunged 
on, saying: "/\ burning synagogue is also a house of God." And he 
vanished into the smoke. 

Cantor: 
n·'~nn·' • T,l Dl?f~ t(~ 'HI !J~1t D~~~ "i:1~~ ';I . . 

!Ill "!I~~ t<~ i1:1i1~' in~n Ii~ ri!! ., os 1J~~ ';' 
T~ -:: -:T' 

Rahbl and Cong. in Unison: When thou pessest through the wters, I will be with, 
and through the rivers, they sh~ll not engulf theej when thou ~~lkest 
through the fire, thou shalt not ~ burned, neither shall the flame 
kindle upon thee. 

Rahbi: Rettember, 0 Lord of Mercy, thE': .s~uls of Thy martyred children, shelter 
them unde r the caver of Thy vings. 

Cong: Remember, 0 Lord of JustiCf', the souls of the martyrs and heroes in 
Israel who rose up t o dE"fend their human bonor end t o sanct1ty Thine 
image imprinted upon the scul of men. 

Rabbi: Grant Thine everlasting peace unto the heroes of Warsaw, of Bemin, of 
Tamo\l, Qf Vilna, of Bialystok, of Treblinka, of the many l onely 
fie:bters in ghettos and .!!lUr"qr-cal!lps, "W'ho died 1Ji th the last cry of 
ike !!arlyra OI'l.1-\beb _lips: "Hear, en Isral3l., :· t.h& liord our God., the Lord 
is One." 

Cong : Tbere is a mystic tie that j oins, The children of the martyr race, 
Iil bonds of sympathy and love Tl,at time and change cannot efface. 

For still in rev'rent tones is h@ard The sacred cry, always the same, 
"0, Israel, bear, Our God is one , Blest be for aye His holy name!" 

Rabbi and Congo in Unison: f4ay the Father of Mercies who dwelleth on high, in 
His abounding crympassinn, reoemher the pious and upright and nlameless 
s ouls, the holy congre~ations th~t laid down their lives for the sancti­
fication of His name. Eplov~d and faithful in life , they were not 
perted in death. May our Q;od remember them f or good with the other 
righteous souls of the world; as it is written: "For He that avengeth 
blood rememhereth them; He beth nnt forgott~n the cry of the humble." 
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-Gantor: 

D"}"?~W D",?~J~ 'i p ~~ NHI C"'?"'Y!!:~ , " ~~"!7 ,C"!?',,? t~hi c"l?~l~ :l~ 

D"~i'~~!T ,C,~ n~l? "11 Q¥,~! " 'I?!;Y! Vj'p~ n"'~~p. ,O"'?'I?~~' C'!!~~~ 
" "'." " . " " " 

'I?'~! 011 n:l"H," '\l' ii '>N O'Dl' " "£)1 tt '> on"'0:1 "1 on .. · .. ":1 O"O'11Jn) , T: "" ",": "" : : ' • T' : • T: ": " - : ' . : - " 

.c'~~~ : ne~~ n~t N" ,';! O~"N O'f?;' I:i"l'" "? :"!?~.~~' ,D~;!1 

Rabbi and Cong: 0 Heavenly Father, r emember the souls of all our brothers of 
the House of Israel, who sacrificed their lives f or the sanctificati on of 
Thy Holy Name . May their .~. be bound up in the bond of life , a living 
bl essing in our midst f orever. 

Silent Prayer 

o God , our anguish is l ocked up vithin us and we are silent. In our 
he~rts va sanctify the memory of the multitudes who were silenced f or ever. 
May our silence be heard t o the end of tbe earth. May it stir the souls of 
men and reach up t o Thee , 0 Merc1.tul Father. May Thy compassion descend and 
Thy light shine upon us. 

Mey the memory of all the dear and bel oved , the helpless Victims, the 
holy martyrs and the valiant fighters, be ever enshrined in our hearts, and 
never vanish fram our thoughts, our viII, our actions . 

May our deTotlon t o Thy servioe be rekindled as a lamp of memorial unto 
them, a light that shall never be extinguished . Amen. 

Cong: May the words of ~ mouth and the medItation of ~ heett be acceptable 
in Thy sight J 0 Lord, my Rock and I1!1 Redeemer . Amen . 

Cautor: 

, i11"~~ ':'?~~ ,~p~ n~'l;'~ i'f~'11p "~?i} ,O"ril'~~ '?; ~ c "~~,! "~~ .,~ 

C"~~f~nJ o' ti;'rpl1 "iD~~~ c":"::r19 ~'l?J~ '~117 o"!" n~,' c" Vi,p' n"1"~'?7 

C~;l.n i1~~,i1~f!¥ J~7~ ""'!)~~~ D~ '~"!~ C .. .,t '~~ 'sr i1,~ ~~ O',?:! 

. C" .l r·' nl:l~ "~1 "'!1~~~ o:~~ O~? '1:J7~ ,:1'} l~~ '~1~~ i1~~!?r "'l7~~ '0Pr ~t 

""' ,n7~~ o~: N"~~~ ,~~~ O~'J~ ., ~+'~~ -r'~¥ ~~~ r'~~ r.~ '2~~ ~~ i1~1 
C~T~~. ! 1~·'i1 itr1T~ ,C' .'_"M_ ~"i:t3 ,;j.... L -. • . f~ T'''?~ O"~~~}. [ll O' ~\'p;n 11lOf~ 

: l~jl ~!?"'ll , o n 'l:1~ !'itl ~~ O ·l~1'i.:I 'In'll'l 
T ::' r : T ~ 
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.ebb! 0 God full of compassion, Thou \lhn dr,.rellest on high, 
gr ant perfect r es t beneath th@ shclt~ring wings of Thy presence , among 
thp ho~ and the purP who shine as the brightness of the firm~nt, unto 
the SQuIs of the martyred, the t orturpd, thp slain of Israel in the 
dominion of arro~nc~ and cruelty . The w~cked tyrnnt crushed free nations 
and appointed wanton and ruthless masters over them t~ enslave and despoil 
and murder innocent people . They shed like .... <ite r the bl ood of our brethren , 
until the blood of parents mingled .... ith the t l oad ~f their childrPn. The 
sword di d bereave, the terror did crush, the f~~ine di d destr oy the hosts 
of Israel. 0 Father of mercy, have compassi0n upon Thy childr en, the 
household of Israel; hast en Thy salveti0n unto the remnant of Thy peopl e . 
Bind the s::,uls of the martyrs in the bond ~f eternal life . Be Thou their 
possession, and may their repose be peace , till the coming of Thy king­
dom. Ame n. 

Cantor: 
1 

n!t'~~ i11?~~' i11'10~!:~ "9t~;'? 'H~: t"OND 'l !~ . - ;- . - : 

2 
, J "9~~ "'~~: l"'DUD "'IK , .~- '-: 

O~ 12~~!?t:I~ ~ "~ ,,~ t]~l ,,!' ~i~!J 

i1??n~. i1!. "; Dy' .1'~~~ '~ ~: iI~. ,,~ 

. Kl:L't Ilj'· cl" ;:;)3."" 

"n"N;p , M~'t A=!~ il';l Ie, i1~~~~" M ~., D~.~ 

,~f?~~J:1~ o/ "'~ ':IS! ~l!1 1'J~!~i?~ 

• J "~~.~ "H: O ~'?~ tH:l~!?~ 

Cong; 

T ': ..... ~ 

Ani-M.!!.- 11'l1n 

Ani Ma- a-min, I do be li~v€ , Ani- rna- a-min 

With all my heart ~nc soul 

In the God and in the Torah 

llnd in the penplE'hood of Yis-M-el 

We shall do ~nd we shall understand, 

Until the moral la~ bPcomes the l~v of all! 

Responsive Reading 

In r:ry distress, when I am OVf!rc t).t;le by mispry and sfl izpd by anguish 
.... ithin tbe straits, 111ft up mine eyes unto Thee, and Thou turnest 
my pain into hope and mine agony i nto cc~ort. 

Cong: And Thy light shines up~n me as thA sun from ami dst thp clouds . 

Rabri : And Thou openest ~~foTP. me t~p. ~ate of m9 rcy ~nd makest Thy presence 
a healing end a recovery t o mine ailing soul. 

Cong; Turn Thou, 0 God , ~ur sorroy into sol ace end thp VT.le of t ears into 
a fountain of sal vation . 
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Rllbbi: I called upon Thee, 0 Lord , out of the lowest c.Wlf,'oon. Thou drewest 
nelT in the dg,y that I celled unto Thee . Thou saldest: IIFear D')t ." 

Cong : Thou, 0 Lord, '~st plaaded the c~use of ~ soulj Th~u hast redeemed 
my llfe . 

Rabbi : Thou hast opened the graves of the de ... d; Th'JU h'lst restoreri unto life 
the dry bones; Thou hast r evived a doomed ppople . 

Cong : Thou hast wr~ght 8 great dalivcr~ce unto t he remn~nts of Isreel; 
Thou hl!s t gathered them fran their oo''!.ptivlty Jllld returned them t o the 
Lan~ of Promise . 

P'-1bbi: Thou 'last br ought them f orth from l'>onda~ unto freedom, from darkness 
unto light, from f ear unto safaty. 

Cong : Q never say that you have reached the vety end 
Th~' le3den skies a bitt~r futUre may portend 
Because tbe hOUD for which we yearnc~ will yet arrive 
And our IM.rching stpp5 llill thunder-'.o1E SURVIVE. 

Rabbi and Cong: Let us ar!ore the f!v"--llrlng COli , god l?'ndpr praise unto Rim 
who sprel!d out the heavens no est~bllshed the f!srtb, whose gl ory is 
r evealed in the hoaven s areve flnd whose j:':rAetnoss is mo.nifest through­
out the world. H~ is ~ G~l ; th~re is none else. 

We t~ the h~8d in rcverPDCE', and w~rship the King of kings, 
the Holy One , praised be He . 

D"?~r:~ ' .~~ ~ ~~'? '.~r~ 0";0-' O'Jn.~~l o"i!l .ll']~~l 

: t; ·'Ht EJ"'~ ri1 'p,i! 
Ra1'-hi: May t'he time not be> dlst.'1nt, 0 God, when Thy name shall be vor shiped 

in ell the earth, when unhelief shell diseppear and error be no more. 
We fervently pray that tho day may come when a ll men shall invoke 

Cong ' 

Thy 1lfUllE>, ""hen corruption and evil shall gi ve vay t o purity end good­
ne ss, when superstition shall DO l onger ensh.ve th.E' mod, nor i dolatry 
hlind tbe eye , when all who dwell on parth shall know that t o TheE' 
alone evpry knee must bend and every tonpue givE' !,cmap,e . 0 may all, 
cr<"'ated in Thine 1ma~, rE'cofffiizE' that they ar e bnthrAD, so that, 
one in spirit gnd one in f ellowship, they mey he f orever united hef ore 
Thee . Then shall Thy kingdom toE' estat-lishad on earth nnd the word 
of Thine Mcient seer be fulfilled : T}-Ie Lord will reign forever snd 
ever. 

On th~t d~y the Lord shall hE" Ono "00 t.;is n'Ulle sha ll rp Ono . 

EENEDICTlctI 
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