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PRESENTS 

A Survey OF THREE 

CLASSICAL PERIODS IN 

JEWISH LITERATURE 

Three Con.uClI/ive uctureJ 
By 

RABBr HERBERT A. FRlEDMAN 

Friday Evenings. at 8 o 'Clock 

Temple Emanuel 
Deaver .. 

Mtmhm, Thti, Families and Frimth 

Art eo,dioO, inviltd .. 
Series begins Friday Eveniog 

March 17,1944. 
Seventieth Binhday of 

RABBI STEPHEN S. WISE 



Friday, March 17th: 

P~r.aCherS of Politico' and 
Economic Philosophy 

1. What Is a Prophet? 
Not a fortune leller. but ao interprrtef of 
trends, a commentator. 

2. What IPasthe Fu'Ul;on oftbePropbet? 
To pre:tch a social mes5age; to teach the 
ethics of politia aoo economics. 

3. Ma jor alld /luno,. p,.ophets: 
Thr~ Major-Isaiah. Jeremiah, udc:iel. 
Twelve Minor- Including Amos. H05e2, 
Micah. 

4. Det:elopm~t oJ Prophetic Judaism: 
Influence of Prophets on Reform. 

S. T wentieth Cmtur! Prophet: 
Sfepbell S. Wise 

Friday, March 24th: 

~oJ",u,.J.-Sourc. of I.ega' Judaism 

I. What Is the TaJmud? 
An encyclopedia covering every u pect of 
Je-wish life, consisting of t1\."O pans: 
Mishna-800k of L:t~ t =Talm d 
Gemara---CornmttllUy on La ws ~ - u 

2. What Does Jhe T almud COllloill? 
laws, opiniOl\$, court rninutn. academic dis
cussions of seve-ral generations of gteal 
Rabbis, grouped under six main categories: 
of. Seeds-(Agriculture) 
h. Festivals-( HoJidays) 
r. Womm 
d. Danuges-Civil and Crimin21 Law 
t. Holy Things 
,. Oean Things-Dietuy Laws, etc. 



3. How, Where Il1Id W het, W.u Talmud 
W,iUe1J? 

In Bu.,.lonu., during the approximate period 
of the 2nd - 'th «ntvties, C. E. 
A serond T:dmud compil~ in Palestioe dur
illS the same period. 

4. Development oj Talmud in W n 
Periods. 

Arba Turim-Four Towers 
Shulman Aruch-Ptqlartd Table 

Friday, March 31st : 

SiJJU'I--Prav.r look 

I. What Does tbe Prill" Book Contain? 
Jewish Theology- Definitiom of God 
J~ish PbilO$Opby-tovc: of Ufe 
Jewish Nationalism-Shmoneh Estch 
(Eilhlu/I. &,utli(tion~) 
Jewish P~ry-Ps&lm5 and Piyuttim 
(M.~diu"d PormJ) 

2. Is T bere Dilly One Prayer BODie? 
N~ There have been many prD)'er books 
issued by Rabbis at ditfefeflt periods :llJd 
places. 

3. Are They A ltogether Diffnelll j" Con-
tents? 

No.--5ome individual prayers miP,t vary, 
but ~ is a basic framework which is un
clanging. Analysis of tnulitiooaJ Sabbath 
morning senrice for sU:c: of comparison. 

4. How Does the Union PrllYu Book 
Compll1d 

Analy$is of Sabbath rooming serrice in 
Union Prayer Book. 



March lJ, 1'14,4. 

Fridey arch 17. i c thp evrn'1etb bl·t~ 8y of Rabhi 
Stephen S. te . All over t.~ 1 c"l"hr~tlon~ 1 1 b~ b"H 
i n hi' bonor . At Te~pl~ ~anuP1 , on tbi- Friday ev~in" . theT' 
will be inauvuTated a ncciRl '~rl,,~ o~ 'hrpP 1 cturp~ rl~ic,tpd 
to Dr . Wisp . Th f~rst of tP0 ~r1nr s tk "P~~ pt~" , ~n 
in thi:= lecture the' naturp of r nh~o'" an th ........ 0 ht"'t 1'1 bEl 
dlfcussed , ac~o~d1~ to th~ ~o ~~ in ou t ltftP : 

":b.t i. a Pr ph'lt'? 
What ~ the 1\L~ctLon nf ~hp 'Dh t ? 
~njor and 1nor _onh~ts . 
";tro'!)'hetl" tnrlnpTle~ on thp.! r""vf!l • t 0" R""or Juda1~. 
T Mltie t h- C .. ' tu!"y Prophet , ",,"om " . C1 

Th~ o~hpr two lEctur~~ 1n tbp ~er1~ 111 h~ b~r.~d on tb~ ~~l~d 
and thp F\tdd'~r , and thpy 3"111 bfIl orf"erM! on "h~ nrx t t- -0 conf'Ctcutlvl' 
Fr1~ay evenLnv.s . The 7. olp tll ~o~-rl~e a a""v~y cour~p in r.rset 
c la~s1c~ of our I1t~rature, ~nd 1~ b~ln- o~~f!r~d ~c hat ~hp 
A~ertcan Je~ m3Y beeo,e ~or~ r iller lth hi hp-lt fP. . 

on ~atu"'day o-rnin? , rf'ttrul:,.. "nbbath ~"'''v1cfl' 111 bEl 
hpld at 11 :1< A. M., bbi Frl~6m~n tl1 p-~3"h on 'hp -J~j~ct , 
"Clp.ans1nr OntsplfU e ~1s s~r on 1 b~~ed on th@ ~o~tl~n of 
the week, part of hieh is 1'1'0 U",b(,T" 19:1-22 , ~ich 0<>0.1< 
with the Red Peifer and ritual -ifl~tlon. This ~ab~ath i. 
ca11pd fha.bat ?arah. and rep1'a ants part of thp p~el1m1n2ry 
purification for th~ ob~€rvance of °a sov~-r. 

At the Sold1~-r Se-rv1ce-, ~unday mornin", ,. ~It-rch lQ ,. at 
II " ,) A.·'., the eTtIOn ill be elivernd by ""bri .. 0',e1 
La~e~~n of the Rebrp Fcuca~ona1 Aillance . Ri. u~j.ct ill 
be "Love of God and Love of Ccunt,..y" . Folltn1n .... thp "'ervicp, 
all 1t~n and Ott1(,D in '.m1fo1'"'!f anr! th"il" C"Upets r Q lnvltpd 
to part3ke of the luncheon and pnt rtainm~r.t Orf~T~d ppkly 
at the Cant fl'n sponeor'E"d bjr thp. ~1.'et"'r"1ond of Tp..,"t~ ~anut':l . 



• reh 14, 194' 

P'rl 91 , reh l? , ls the sevBntlet~ blrth ~'1 ot ~bbl Stephen • la8 . 

11 over t e lend eelebr9._~ns 111 t8 ""14 1n • honor . t Temple nuel , 

00 t 18 rld.y 8v.~ln , there 

l ectures dedlcQtad tu • • laB . 

ilebbl !ierb"rt • ria n , 1s 0Jl 

11 ba '1nA~lU'>ItBd special Barles or t roe 

" flr8t at tha 8 rlu , to be glven by 

e "~p ta" , d 1" 1& lecture tt.e 

D9ture of prophecy enu the prophet 8111 be 

lng outline: 

8CU .. . cco Glog tv t a folloa-

At 1& 8 Oplle? 
Ihat 'Wes e -;mctian or t B a t 
'jar od 'lDcr Propll .. ta . 
Prophet1c Influence 00 tho Dev )lop 
Twe"t1~th -weDtllr roph " h n 

ot .. tor .. .Tw.alsm 
1 .... . 

Tbe ot r two 1 ot ll'es 111 e 8 r ies \II U be b se on the TA J:-1lI:t end the 

Slddur, ~n t.y 8111 be orrere~ 00 B De t tao consecutlve Frlc.y avenlO E. 

The halo 8111 conprlse 4 ~urve1 co raB ln reet cLoaules ot our llter tUrB , 

end ls be og a red so t et t~e 4merte n Je\1 y become core familiar wlth hls 

heri t"..ge . 

~n ntur "1 l!I:l!"lllo , rtl JlBr b:th servlces ill be held at 11115 •• , 
3at 1 r1edcnn 111 socb on tbe subject , "CleBD log Oneeolr . · Us SermoD 

1s b6Bed on the port1on or the week , pert of 10 ls rram nwa.ers 19:1- 2e . 

etcb 0 .... 1. 1 t e led elr r ~n rltu.1 purlrlc~tlon . hls 5ebl;etb 1a 

c,lled ubebtet arah , end represents rt or the prel1 1n9ry p rttieetlcn tor 

the cbs rv~nce or I S80v~r . 

At he oHler erv1ce . • . " the er-

m"n w111 be livers b .abtl BDuel Lederm"D or the sbrew -neetion"l 

A 1118nce . a811bJect "111 be "Lovs or od nd Love ot ';ountry. " Jl'ollowlng 

the serVice , .11 1I1en ~nd women 1n unlto!'lll !IJ1d t.lelr guests Arc 1nvi te. to 
~artftke 0: t 0 Iuneh~~n 6n~ entertalnoont otrered weekI1 et the Csnteen 
spOll80reli by th isterllood of e le • 



Stephen s . rise 1s today seventy y&ars old , and rl1'ty 01' those 

years .bave been spent 88rvl.ng his people ss rabbi, pastor , orgs Dizer 

and pul>l.lc representative . Because 01' the unlqne geniu8 which Is 

his , and because 01' the completel.y unseltisb manner in which he has 

pl.eced his abilIty at the teet or hia people, Dr . Wise has beoome the 

outstanding Jew or this century. 

1118 accomplishments are known to all . His public lite 1s an 

open bO'olt, perused by the Jewry of Americe and Europe , as he haa 

moved across states and c.otllltr1ea m-glng , pleading, orating, inspir-

ing Jew snd non~ew al.lke . He is the founder 01' the American JeWish 

Congress , whose program it is to 1'.!ght t:or 1ewi&l1 rights, end in thi8 

sense he deJIBrTe8 t)le title "Ilerender 01' the f81th . " Ha is one 01' 

the rounders or the Zionlat OrganlzaUoD 01' America , sod as its many

time pres! <lent , ha .. sened well the causs cf' our laropean brethren wl!o 

have found a haven and a spIr! tual. refuge 111 Psl.esUne. Together with 

Henry Ilonsky. 01' B' na! B'rttli , he wa .. lnatrwuntal. in the eal.llng 

together 01' that hi storie concl.sve iJI Hew York l.sst snmm"r, the AAariean 

Jewish Coo1'e!'!!llce , to 'llh1 ab delegates _re sent 1'~aa every cOlllll1llDity iJI 

the land. 

In 1'act , so mul.t1pl.e have been his contrtbutlcDB to JewIsh 

organizstional lIte In thIs countr,. thst he s19nds almost 111ts lIoses, 

hIgh on a peek oyer~ooltlng his people , surYey1ng -the results 01' hia 

handiwon. And to !!osea lis bas otten been "OIlIpared. Rabb1 l 1l.llu 

Kramer 01' 1'1ttst1ela.ua8sacbusetts, qllOtes this story whIm Dr . W1&e 

tells about himeel1': . " Recently I had a lettar fiolll a SllntlemBll in 

Ph1ledelph1a who suggasted that I 'strike a death hlow to our 

enemies . ' The conel.ud1ng line 01' his l.etter w .. s - 'MoSB8 did It; 

why can ' t you? ' Dr . K18e, perfect master ot the Engllsh l.enguage 

says that he replied to th1s man: '1 csn't because I sin ' t oses . '. 

Thi8 is the typical modesty or the man who lisa repeat .. d &gaiJI and 
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and again: "The hUlllbleet Jaw in a Pollsh ghetto, it .llill be hUlllble 

1n that her01c pos1 tlon ot martyrdom, Is my brother and oo;"",snda my 

~ove.'" 

But elaborat l.on on his publl c career is lIlIll8C8saary, s1nce 

this 1s a story for all to read. 1 would tell rathe·r SClIDII of the 

more personal and human aspects of his grest persanallty, as It wea 

my prirtlege to obsena them during my ,.,ars or stndY st the 1ewlsh 

Inatltute or Religion. 

Twenty-two ,.,ara ago Dr, "188 fmmdad thls sChool, wMah will 

be an eternal trlbute to his memory. It waa .etabl1ahed In lIew York 

becauee he felt the l.ack (in thl. telJJll1ng oenter or 1ewish ute,) of 

8 seminary dedicated to the train1ng or Uberal rabbU. And It lIaa 

built up on the pr1:nolple ot K'lal Ylaroel, Un1yernal Iarael., rising 

aboTe the narrow partieanshi1"'ot blolterblg group.. Here .... n woo1.d be 

trslned to respeot and un.derst8Dd sa 1ntorpretatl.OO8 of .Tuda1sm, be 

these Retcrm, Consenat1Te or OrthodO%. Here prote8sor8 waald be 

brought together reprenll1:ing aU. opinions. able to respect the diU

erenaes ot tba students, an d able to contribute 1:0 the de ..... l.0JllllBllt ot 

this basio concept ot 1e1l1"" unity. 

l4llny were the crl tics and t1e pessimists who aaid this aoo1.d 

n ..... er be 8chl .... ed. KaDy were the skaptics - ;yet now atter uen.t;y-two 

years, tinri.ng all. ot which time Dr. lIise has been the president and 

guiding spir1 t, '!'he 1ew1sh Institute ot Rel.igloo 8tandll tim. and 

3ustif1ed. It has graduated perhap8 one hundred and titt)' rabb1s . 

:rul.ly h8.l.t ot these ere serving 1n cOllSerrat1Te congregaticna, and a 

tew eyen in orthodO% po1.p1ts. 

18 students, these ... n ot 41tf'ering convictions sat Dext to esch 

other in the l.ectu:re rooms and rubbed sbot1lC.ers, so that each abscrbed 

from his no ig)1bor something ot the other p01nt ot T18w. In Blbl.e claaa, 



haU or the students would .s1 t bareheeded wbile the othor.halt .",,1d 

not read the scripture or t ~ke part in the class without f irst covering 

their head... This occttred in eyery class, eYe>;r da:y - aDd it was amazing 

how quieti7 Refom. and Conservative studenta leemed to res:pect sach 

other. In Tft1mud class, the orthodox boys would rush to the aS8ist!Uloe 

of their reto"" coll.eaguea .ho did not bay" BUtficlent baokyound to 

handle this tit'ficul.t subject - 1IIL1l.e in the Bermon-preaching cl. ...... 

the H&n'ard..educated student .. woul.d help the pIOTOchial.-college students 

find a more pertectl.7-poUehed phrase. It was a WOJlder:tul. mutuaU ty -

praeticed in the Inat1 tute - cOlltin1l8d when Instl tute ... n went out into 

the aetL'I'e rabbinate all. o,",r the oOClltr)", end t'oUlld thelllllel.'I'811 able to 

get sloDg with their ooll.eagues 01' dltterllJg opinion. lIlIom they me~ in 

the c ...... "n1t1sa to .hich tIley ..... t. To Dr. l/18e should go theree18 at 

01' every Ie. in A .... rlca tor founding e school. besed on snell broad 

princlpl.ea, end to Dr. HenrT Sl.cnimskT. Pro1'easor of Ethics end ReUgion 

tor nineteen :years, gose the cr&d1t tor being the inspiring Deen at the 

Inatitute, .. om Dr. llise bas IIIlDY t1lBs csll.ed ~fIIT r1ght hand and 

support." 

Dr. Wise himseU teaches two clas.ses each week . One, held on 

Thursday mornlag, 1s called "Problama of thell1nlstrT," ln the otfic1al. 

oatal.ogue, but ilas baen nicknamed by the student "Shlaooa Seaelon 01' tha 

Chlet.· The class 1s beld 1n a very large room 1.<1. the lII1dst of 1Ih lell 1s 

a huge oval. tabla. All. the men in the school. about forty al.togetller, 

t'lnd plaoee around this tabla - aDd _at t tor the Chlet. Every second 

.eek he brlngs with him s spef1al. treat - a box at e1~a under his 

arm, .hieh he sl.ides ser oss the table end etters to his "boya!. He 

al.wsys p.retaces t llis distribution ot ill 18 friendly U ttle girt 111. th the 

Same remark. He says: "Boys., this 1s the best five-oent cigar I ecul.d 

buy. If I were earnlag as much aa some of you will. melte lIlIen 70U be

come famous,in later years, tllen I could afford a ten-cent brand -but 



I can'1: do it, I can't dO it." 

Dr . n se h1m$B~t does not smoke, blLt he apparentl,y d.oes not mind 

a smoke-tllled room, and atter the .. 1.ectrlc llghts ha .... b .. en turneu 

ott (baca1l8e his .. yell DaDllot stand the direct gLare), he sett1. ... down 

In hi-s high-backed ohair, the me11 re~ax c~ortab1.1 and l.1gbt their 

c1gars, and he starts talking. 

His ""rds tloor ... g1e~, entr&Delng th .. llsteners, and aa ttHt 

story WltoUs - be it an account ot' some European t~dJ sboo.t .. hleh 

he has b .... n inton.a b,. some Congress a.eeoc1ates poeted overeeaa; or 

be it a descr1p1:10n ot biB IID8t re..,.t conteren_ with the President; 

or be 1t s reeitation ot SOIll8 Internal ;r_lah org.enlzat1<nal probl.elll -

as he tsll:s, note. and cables md I!f8J11OraDda IIIIiIIrp fl'Ol!l hls capaclous 

itmer poclalt, aDd .. e are all transpleJlted to the _ .. ot wateyer 

actlon he 18 deserl bina. Aft .. r aeTer81. J8U'"" ot attend.1ng thla Thura

day cl.ass, e .. ery atuCiont e.-s to 11ave a sanse ot llOud ;rewish 

problems, brought to h1l:1 graphlc81.l,y and tlrat-hlllld b,. th1a man who 

baa COlisortad w1th It1ngs and pre-sMen ta, prime JII1n Isters Md co"1on181. 

ott'1cer3, and woo wears 1.11 his lapel. s button slgnU'y1ng that h .. ls a 

Che"sli .. r ot the French LeglolL ot HOIlor, tile bigb .. st award IOhich France 

e ... r g""nts. 

Dr. Wise condncts a seoond alas!> each week, tM. one on "Frida,. 

IIlOming. in the ~1tt1. .. ohapa1. on the tourth fionr of the InstUute. Rere , 

one ot the 8e1l10r studailt .. preaches a praotioe sa:rmon, P8:rhaps one which 

he intend8 tD USia that very same evanlllg in SQl1l8 ~ __ u'" snd call he 

is t'1nished, his eff'ort 1s ctiticized b,. the protessor of' .speech and by 

Dr. Wlse h1mselt. 

There 1s no ordeal more terrifying. Preaching betore a orowdad ' 

Temp1.e <>f two tbou8!Uld worsh1ppera on the High Holy Days Is leas 

lIerye-wracklng than preach1.Df! batore Dr. Wise end thirty or tort,. of 



one ' s tello.- students on any ordl 'Ary Friday JDOrn1.ng. Attar the 

sermon 1s over , and it i5 ususll-Y ahart. becau,,", there Is a 

ta:.orite saying at Dr. Slonimsk;y that "11' JOu can't sa ..... a I18D'S 

soul in twenq m1nutas , you won' t do it in tar ty , so TaU lII1ght as 

wall only preaoh twenty" - after his sBraoe , tha poor shivering 

student sits and watts tor the blows to tall. . 

Tha spseob professor has the first arack - an d by the time ha 

is through telling you about your prono\Ulciation and enUlloiation ""d 

asp1rat1on and posture and gr!lJWllSr and Wele8s lAagery - you are 

ready to le"ve tile rabbinate &lid beoOJDll a carpenter. 

Bnt that is jus t a tCll'lftsste . Dr . ise than takes the stand 

and hegins In a very gentle and .... resstic manne l' to p<\int out that 

there 18 only £!!!. 1IllY to speak correa ly an d that is, first of all , 

to speak correctly and that Is , f'lrst at aU , to speek &Dglish - sad 

not &0,,", queer d.aleat trom the south 0 '1' liew bgland or Brook:lyn. 

"Engl1eh" he shouts , "Engl1.sh boys , reCl.uires praller grtIQJIIer and 

clear phrases , not the usage at 10116 end learned words WIl1ch no aile 

understands, u5118lly llot e .. en yourselves . Speak so the people 11'111 

know ~at you mean - not so that you sound like a walking dlctionary. " 

lnd wUh this wam-p , the JIll!D. with one of the greatest voices 

in America , proceeds to th1lDder at the poor 11ttle student-preacher. 

·D:m ' t become so infatuated with the sound of y<>tu' own .. 01,ce, that 

YOIl become canled ..... y by your own or .. tory. Don ' t beCOlll8 hypnot12ed 

by the JIl8llowneBs at your vocal vibntions - and above all. , dOD 't 

tv to imitate me . · It the lllckless student hawsne to ha"" a Dies 

riah .. olce , Dr. Hse will be even harsher wlth him, and tell h1.a that 

a good 'l'oiae is a CII1"Iie , because it causes a mall to becolllt foppish ... d 

more conoerned with the exterior form 0:1' h1s "erllDn than with the 

1nternal content. "' good voice is a vary poor sllbsUtlle for lack 01' 

pratn power" he has h111'1e d at many an aspir1ng rebbl. 
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Then , having ~lolshed "ith the !ngl.lsh ~DQ "ith the voice , he 

proceeds to tp.ke apBr~ the content of the sermon. "KaTer , n.~~r be 

trite or cOlDl11ODpl.ace or b<mal" 1s ODe 01' the lIIDre trequent rebUkes. 

The themot the sermon , its orgAni2ation , 1t s develop!!lent and ita 

conclusion are ~ll attacked and when the hour is over , our student 

sits 11mply and alone , reoe1via,! the condolences 01' his clas_tea. 

Thls is Dr. Wise , as he 1s observed in close rel.et10nshlp 

daring the academic yeer . Warm B1Id v1.brsnt , trienlly and perronal 

with all h1s "boys·, he is e source Dr 1nsp1rat10n aod a rOUDts~ or 

st=gth to all .ho !<Do. hl", and work 1th hill. l!a;y the ;years ahead 

be good to him and brl ng hi,. rest .nd joy so that he Jll8Y continue 

hIs 11re 01' serv1ee to the paopa Dr Isreel . 
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