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Friday Evening,April 29,.t 8:15 o'Oock 

RABBI HERBERT A. FRIEDMAN 

will speak on 

1874 ~rpi)ru j;Ultturi mtar 1949 
THE ETER:NAL JEW 

41 the Nationl Mounu for 
RABBI STEPHEN S. WISE 

ooe of its greatest champions: of democracy. a heavy sease: 

of loss pervades puOculady our Jewish household. Por, 

precious as he was to .11 mt~ he was especially beloved 
to Israel, wbom he SC:tTed as a twentieth cetlNLy prophet. 

This Friday eJ.'m;ng, there 'Alill he solemnly o/nenJed, 'With 

grMl saJn=, a .qxaal renia of 

MOURNING AND EULOGY I 
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STEP!IEB oSAJIUEL IUS! - III TRIBUTE 
By _Rabbi Herbert A. FrieclE!an 

This is a personal tribute . It i. written for a man who 

inspired and guided .e, who belped crystallize ~ ideals, ho .haped 

the cour$~ of ~ th1nk1nE and ~ career. In that sen,o, his death has 

baen for sa a personal loss, and with 11. passing those of u. who looked 

to his as our spiritual tather feel quite desolate andlQn •• ome. 

I re.l h •• as the greatest ~ew of the first balf ot t~e 20th 

century. B1s &rut capacity ror organizational leaderahip put hi_ in 

tbe very for.front ot ~ew1.h ca.aunity 11fe, both in America and all 

over the world. His role as the first speaker in America against 

Bitl~r 1. well kno~ . Ri. stentorian vole. was card in 1933, tb. 

year of the .vU OIl.'. aacendancy, 10111 berore others realized tr.e 

_onstrosity o( tbe Ba&i devU. For this he was public~ labeled by 

Hltler a. his 10. 1 Aaerloan 80"1' 

Tbe part Dr. Wi •• played in orsaniainll the Amerlcan and lat~r 

tbe World ~ewi.h Congress will be roreyer recorded in the annals or 

~e.l.b bistory of tbis era. Througn tbe ~erican ~e.l.b Congress be 

battled ceaslessly to establish tbe principle tbat _inority ri,bts 

au.t be protected by legislation. Sa thus led the ~ight ror laws 

prohibiting d1.c~1a1nl~ution in bau.ing, education, employment and 

otber rields. This pub11c atrugglo brought him many enemies amonl other 

~ •• 1sh loaders, whose approach wa b the silent one, who cring*d whenever 

the "Jewish problem" wa. brougnt into the headlines by Dr. Wlse'. bold, 

straightror.ard attacks . Later, the American Jewi.h C~~ittee and tbe 

Anti-Iler_tion League came to underdand what be, in his .i.dom, had 

p.rcei~ earlier, and tbe.e two derense groups also adopted the 

le&Lslatlv. approach. 

Through tbe World ~ewi.b Congre9s, Bepben Wi.e attempted tbe .... 
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thing OIl an internaUona1 sca1e. lIany were the Jewish cr1 tics who 

asse1~ed him for convening this lIor1d body in 1936, c1aiming that it 

would give substance to the bigot-. aharge that Jews w~re an internet1ona1 

fraternity. W1th 110n's courage, he overrode the objections of the timid 

and therearf'ul.. ca11ing into being a powerf\U wor1d-wide body of 

Jewisb 1eaders, whieb he charged with the responsib111ty of protecting 

Jewish rights in avery 1and. The World Jewish Congress has continued 

to full'111 the ·.ndate of its creator, and served as a nhicle, dur,1ng 

the .ad years, through JIIlieb soa. J .. s JlU. enabled to e"cape tbe 

bolocaust. 

The cromin, gl.ory of a long lite-t.ille of pllbl.1c service was, 

of course, his Zionist work. As a younger colleagll. of Theodore Herz!, 

Wise was fired by the same dream and 1a ... l. Be came home from meeting. 

with Herzl in Switzerland and founoled the Federat10n of klerican Zi,onists, 

which later bec .. e the creat and powertul Zionist Organization or 

AQeriea. Be wao the first secretary of the Federation and was president 

of the WA. 

While Justiee BrandeiS, JUlian Mack and many others worked with 

h1lll in the American Z10nist movement in the ear1;y days, he it was who 

represented the movement to the teeming masses of EUrope's Jew.. Even 

thougb they d1dn' t know b1lll, be was not remote and a1ool. Tbey had the 

tee11ng that his heart beat in unison with theirs, and everywhere he 

travelled 1b EUrope, the magtc or hi. n""", drew croeds of curious 

thousands who c~ustered around the taJ.1 figure. At tbe last Wor1d 

Zionist Congress in Baale in December 1946, I watched with joy the 

tuaultuous ovation he would receive every time he appeared, from Jews 

to whOll be bed been only. II;Tth. In the meetinl bUls and the hotels, 

on the street. and in the corridor., they would s top him, to have the 



banal' of sbakJng hi. band, and to ask him whetber Pales ti.ne would aGme

day be our., as if be held tbe destiny of world ~ewrr in bis portfolio. 

This wa. hero-worsh1p at its finest and most deserVed. 

But tbese aspects of his career are well-known. I wauld rather 

speak of the aspects of his work which were perhaps le8s publicized and 

les. well Understood by all. It was in the more int1mete personal 

phl10sophr of the man that he made bis greatest contribution and most 

lasting impact. For be translated his philosophy into a code of action ' 

whic.b 11 ves for all to see and to 8IU1late. lie lIuggested an approach to 

life and then directed bi. o~ worl< by it which bas influenced the think

ing and acting ot a whole generation of rabbis and communal leaders. 

Thus, both by precept and example, Dr. Wise may truly be said to have 

shaped our day. 

First of all, be made the pulpit a free in.trument. cutting it 

loose ~rom the restrict10ns and censorships of Boards and Trustees. 

Every rabbi in the Land mus t be eternally grateful to him who f1rst 

cast off the sbackles .. ith iihich !IOnied and vested interests alwaYII 

seek to IDUzzl.e tbe pulpi t~ 

Be was offe.red the pulpit of Temple Fmanuel in /lew York, the so

called ranking Reform Temple in the country. But the offer was 

accompanied by tbe condition that the pulpit -sball always be SUbJect t9 

and under the control of tbe Board of Trustees." Be roered his defiance 

of this curbing of tbe freedom of thought and expression, refused even 

to consider the offer, altbough old Jacob Schiff begged him to take it 

"and tell the board to go to hell afterwards.. Instead, be came to 
~ 1 "Iii 7 

lIew York fram Portland, a year later{" lind founded the Free Synagogue, 

which was dedicated to Oa free and unm~zzled pulpit." From this 
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tribune, Which was under the control only of his powerfully liberal 

consclence, Dr. Wise blasted a.ay for years at the evl1s in soclety 

. hibb so aroused his 1re. He smashed Tammany Ba11; tought the I.S. 

Steel Corporation to obtain shorter hours for the .orking-man; stumped 

for woman's suffrage; and bec8IIle thus the ldol of the poor and 

oPPDessed. lie was .Amos re-incarnated, speaking 1n CAr",.,sle 1Iall, 

instead of in Tekoab. 

The import.ant etfect of thiS cl'llaade 11&. tha t in freein, his 

COm' pulplt, he alao 

recall his Vislt to 

liberated eTery 
~\q"'3 

Denver. when- he 

otlier rabb1 ,J.n .erlca. We all. 

did a. the greatest honor of ay 

11fe b;r installing ae in ay Cona;regatiOD. Thousands of people were 

in the Temple that night. I sball DeTer forget the strensth of 

conViction with which he aherled them. I was 25 at the time, and 

frightened at the magnitude of the work before me. His amas1ng voice 

ro1led !'orth with thee • ..,rclSI "TIlis boy lIIlat speak the tI'Ilth as be 

see. itl Don't you dare attempt to int1a1date h1a or subvert him. 

He speaks for 3ustlce, for Judaism, in the name 0' God. Speak freely 

he sha1l. or you w111 account to ael" fbI! ;reple .... busbed and my 

treedoa born that nlght, to speal!: as I w11l, has never b.een t8lllpered 

wlth. 

SecondJ.y, he brought the pulp1 t into the aarltet-plaee, and revlved 

the ancient prophetic practlce of having the sp1rltaal leader take a 

stand on all soclal lssues of labor, industry, health, polit1cs - in 

tact, on a1l 1 •• ues which directly atfect tbe lives of people. Tbere 

.ere many .ho sald tbat the rabbl sbould 'st1ck to religion", but Dr. 

Wlse believed witb the prophets that God desired soclal justlce more 

than He did external re11gious forms and practices. So.e younger 

rabb1s . • hom he troJ.ned in hi. Jewlsh In.titute of Re11g1on (now 
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merged with the I!ebrew Union College), weilt torth into the minis try and 

threw ourselves into the front-lines of toe march toward sociel 

l1beralism If religion means anything, we learned fram our beloved 

teacher it means that moral and ethical principles .. u~t be brought to 

bear upon the economic and 1>011 tical proble"", of our day. "Sticl<ing 

to religion,' in 1 t. narrowest sense, will m.ean the death of any 

broadly religious influence in the community. 

And lastly he taught us the sdf-pride of Juda1sm. By Ilis 0IfD 

living example he proved that the lIlore JI1l1tantly and proudly Jewisb 

one was , the more one earned the respect of decent and intelligent 

Christians. He himself .. as undoubtedly the best-kn01lJ\ Jew in Amer ica, 

as far as non-Jus were coneeru.ed. pull.a-n porters and army officers, 

union l eaders and college professors aLl knew h1. name. He had 

probably spoken to hundreds of thousands of Cllristians across tile land, 

and always in the s"",.e proud" awareness of hIs raith. The les50n or 

Wise" 11fe g1ves the fallacy to the ass1m1latlon1st. Be who cringes, 

rawns, seeks desperately to be accepted in Christian c1rcle. b Dever 

a .. welcQJI\e as he wllo 1-5 hfl1ncb1ngly and pos1tively oTewIS'h. So we 

d1sclples have learned, as we make our way through the Chris tlan world, 

and so I know from lilY personel experience with non-.Tews Ilere in Denver. 

!he grea t voice 1s stilled - the grea t heartbeats DO 1II0r&. 

Rabbl Stephen S •. Wise 1s deed - and ;'at from the fabric of Jewisb l ife 

he shall never be eradicated. It will be impossible to work *lt1lout 

hill in the future - for h.e shall be present always in tile heads and 

in tile hands of everyone of the hundreds of leaders be has influenced. 



-~ 

I .. partly Stephen Wise, as 1s every other rabbi he ~a~e4, 

and as student, disc1ple, personal friend, I -ehall always be partly his. 

I loved him - and he 1s gone. Eternal ram. he shall hava - God 

,rant him the eternal rest he has e&rnee • 

A 
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