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SYLLoIBUS III BIB IE 

Pll'l' I - FROI! G=IS TIIROUGH IEt)'l'E.'lONOIIY. 

Text- book- tho Bible I 

ronnIE - IIn'RO!JJCTION • 

1- T~e BIble 1s not a single book. nor is it a book consiating of 24 
booles, according to the traditional Tiew. 

Actually it consists of 36 independent and separate boob ( count1.ng 
I and II Samuel as one book , 8a they "era orlgt.no.Uyj I and II 
41nga as one book; a.nd I and II Chronicles as one book J. 

This tn~ Bible Is seen to be an entire library of Hebrew books . 
The word, "Bible" 19 derived :from the Greek " ta blbl1a" . which means 

"the books"; I.E . the hoJ..y . sacred books or writings I later the 
Greek from ''blblia", which Is neu.ter .r1u.ral , may have been mis
taken Co r . feminine s lngalar noun, h~nce tna word "Bible" , 
which is feminine singl1lar gender in most modern lO~Q9 . 

II- The Hoore. BIble 18 custOC18.ril¥ diYidQd into thre~ m ... t.!n sections: 
I. To~ { instruction) , conststing of five books , i ou. Genesis 
through. Doutero~ . ( This wora. "Toreh" is incorrectly tl'21nS
lD.ted as "1&. .. " • .Ict~ll,y tne ?o.rab. cont:lins mIlCh morc the.n 
IDlw). Tbu Torah 13 call..,d :alBo the Pentateuch ( t,;redi.: for 
fiv~ books , or five volumas )and the Jive Booka of UOSJS . 
!- Nil.i ' 1m (?rophets) , consisting at 21 books , from JOShUA through 
Uttlnchi , counting et.ch of tho! 80- C"'1110d. Twelvo Linor Propb.:Jts 
os s soparctd book, not ~s one book in all. Thie t~nn of 
NOY!'ia, too , Is a slight fIlisnomor, for cctUlllly the teaks of 
JoShua , Jud.gt!9, S!!.muel , 4.ftd Kings , 1'1h11d: contnininB: NCOrds 
of the oarlier prophots , aro not Rct~lly propbotlcel books. 
Ul this count or 2I books bdlonging to this adctlon, I nnd II 
Stunuol erc countud LS ono book. o.nd. 1 nnd II Ktnss, too. erc 
counted llS a singlo book. 
3-- Ko thubim t .1ri tings ) t enll\,;d Iliso Hngiogrophn ; H'".glogrllpha 15 
tho Greek tllrm o.pf.li~d to this syction, !!oM m..::ans ''Holy'' 
(hc.gin) '"ilri tings" l eJ:rtlpha) _ il'hia section cons Is ts of 13 
or 12 books rcsp~ctivoly , d~~nding on whJtnor I ~nd II . 
Chroniclils aN counted t1S one or •. B two books. It ropre-
sonta a mlsc~llanoous colloction of books writton at 8rO£tly 
vnrying times in thu courso ot the history of Ia~el. 
Tho fiva smallor books of Sons of Songs. Ruth, Esther, 
Ecclosl~stes, ~d Lrmantotlons, Yors frequootll round cnd 
ornplo3'od to - dtty in t.ha s,Yoogoguo in tM torm. of sepR.r te 
scrolls , or aonuscripts , are C!.llod thu ":nva Scrolls" 
( _sb J.!ogillotb I. 
The Kethub1.m incla.du a~l tho boob from Psc.lma thro!.l8h 
I I Chroniclos. 

111- Tile \lntira bible is f"r~quantly known in H:JbI\JlI r.s T!.J\.~ch (1"..ln::ch). 
?biB is t\ HvONW word, or abbrevIatIon , torm.::d frot:1 tnu initial l.Jtt~rs 
of the thr~o Hebrew words which rQpr~sclnt th~ nrmes of the thr~u 
s.:lctions, or mIlin divisions, of thJ Bibla, i .o. Toroh U,) , 
If. vi ' im U l. and Kethubim ( ;) I· 
Memorize tne ~nglish ruunes of all tha Biblical books in each of thes') 
throe soctions . 
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OUTLINE 11- Internal Evidence Concerning the Composition of the Biblical 
Books 

BI1ILE .ro:::...iDINGS FOR T"'dE IJB':K: 
(I) II Kings 22 and 23 
12) Ezekiel 2:8- 10; Joshua 10: 12-14 
(3) I Kings 14 
(4) II Chronicles 16 
(5) II Chronicles 9 and 12 
(6) Isaiah I and 4C 

1. Internal EYidence Concern.ing the Composition of the Books of too Bible. 

A. t. book: attribu.ted to 110988 I Deuteronomy J was found in 6Z1 B.C.E •• 
in the reign of King Josiah of Judah' II Kings 22 ttnd 23 1. 

B. The books of the prophets are eutobiogrcphical, most of them being 
dr.ted. 
However. cartain B-ibliCl 1 scholc.rs cle1m, ::tnd with rae-son, that 

these verses .hieb date the prophet1~1 books, ganerally the 
first verse of the boot, are not au.thentic , but wer~ adde~ by 
the hl'.nd of c bt~r editor . 
Bend the opening verSBS of Amos, Hosea, Isaiah, Je~ir.h, 
Ezekiel . Licen, n.nd Zepbc.nicll. 

C. Ezekiel cnrried a book with him into Exile in 586 B.0.3 . Sec 
Ezekiel 2:8- 10. 

D. Ezrn 'brou,ght a book, tho 11' .• of ...o80a, with him from BtLbylonln 
to Joru.snlcm, in 444 B.O ...... or a 11 ttlo e3rlier . Soe lillmia h 
8:1-12 

B. C~rtaln of' tho booles 01:' the Bible aN not compla toly .. ritton by 
the one to whom th~y war~ ascribed. ior eXdffiple, tho book 
of Jsnish , .hich is usuo.Uy dividad into throo 90parl!tu pnrts, 
snch written in a difforent period of timo ~nd under differont 
conditions and. circll.llstr_ncos ( Isaln.h. 1-Z9; 40-55; 56- 66) 

II. Internc.l Evidonce that the Bible Do3S N"t Contain 0.11 th~ Books 
that were extant in the Biblionl ?ariod . 

A. &~~ Joshua 10 : 12-14 
Sov I Kings 14: 19. 29. 
Soe II Chroniclos 9.29; 12:15; 13:22; 20;~j 24:27; 26:22. 

B. Ezra and tho Scrib~s { Soror~ J are cr~dited with beginning tho 
work of' the compl1ntion of the Bible ( fran about 440 B.C.~. on) 
I . The period of composition ~pproximates 1,000 yoars t including 
tho op.rliest poetiCAl portions of too Pent~tau.ch J down to tbG 
Book of Dnniel, which WlS written about 168 B.C.S. 

2. Th..: fi.nP.l adoption of the Bibl1ce.l ce.non 'tiflS mede by the 
S:1.nhedrin at Jt!.mnio. ( .rt'.bnah ) in 90 C.3 • 



p . 3 

OIlTLIIIE III 

BIBLE llEAJ)INGS FOR THE .r.::EK: 
( I) Genes i s I and 2 
(2) Exodus 3 and 6 
(3 ) Exodus 33 
(4) :exodus 20; Deuteronom,y 5 
(S) De~teronomy 4 
(6) II Chroniclos 8; I Kings 9 

I . 3xnmplas o~ different sources in the Bible . 
A. The two Biblical stories of tho creation of the world. Genesis 

1:1 to 2: 3 and GGn~sis 2: 4- 25 . 
Indicato same of the strlklr~ and ~dnm~ntn l dirf~rencos pre

vai l ing betwean tho so t wo necounts . 

B. The three stories of God ' s revelation of Himself to ~sesi 
1 . Exodus 3: 1- 15 
2 . Exodus 6 : 2- 8 
3 . Exodus 35: '1- 2:; ( compare ospoc1.ll1l.1 VdrSGlJ II an:l 20 ) 

C. The two accounts o:f 1;he 'iieyelf'.t!on at SiMi : 

Il . 
k. 

B. 

c. 

D. 

E. 

II 1-
A. 

B. 
C. 
D. 

I . ~xodus 20: i - I4 
2. DeutlJronom.y 5:6-18 

::xampl;)s of diU'ergn't authorship in tne books o:r the Bible: 
Tha JahV'ist writer . or J {850- 750 B. C. ':: . J (Southarn kingdom); 

Genesis 18; also Ganesis 16 
s •• 

The Elohist writer . or E ( 850- 750 B . C . ~ . ) ( ~ort~rn Kingdom); sea 
Gonesis 21 . 

The Douhronomlc writar . or D ( ti2I-bOO .ii .C.Lo . , ( Southern Kingdom] 
Suo Do~taronomy 4: 1- 20 

The ?rlcatl.v writer, or 11 ( 540-452 B.c .~ . ) cr. II Chronicl as 
S: 16- I6 and I Kings 9:23- 25 

The Jnhvist-Elohist writer , or JE . Stories dorivod ~rom both J 
and E, g~ndrslly dupllcete narr~tlves . ara welded into a single 
nnrrn.tive by this ~ter .IE editor . seo I..enesis 2 : 4-25 

Biblical Criticism. 
HiYi al-Bnlkhi ( 9th cent . ) 200 arguments ~gainBt the divine 

origin of the Bible 
Yoses of Cordova ( lIth cent . ) 

kbrnham ibn Ezra lI2th ccmt'} 
Baruch Syinoza ( 17th cent.) 

wrlttc,n , by Ezra 

snd II Isaiah ( Deut~ro-lsei~h) 
and Uauto ronom.y .. 4 
too l'ornh 'lOS introdu.ced , if not 
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E. Modorn scholnrshlp, laaL1b 40 ~ nd rsalm I37 

IV. There arc p..ctually no contr:!dictions in the Bibla . 

~. Jh~t appear ns contradlctioD3 ectuAl~ roprosent the products of 
dl:ffGrent periods, loc£"litics. o.ges , loyols of history, baUets, 
practices, CQltura nnd th~ influence of axtarncl cQlturos .nd 
Mt1ons; constant c.hP...nge and flux; not static 

lL Tho~s P!!ino. Robart Ingursoll and Atheism. 

c. The u.rge toword critical study of the Bible, and the great gc.ins 
derived thorofram. 

Critica.l study not orU,y dODS not weaken one '9 faith COIl. boliaf. 
but actunlly confines· rui strongthens it, alii makes u.s 
marvel et the great contents and liter&r,y comple~ of tho Bible • 



OOTLINE IV. 

( I) 
(2 ) 
(~) 
(4) 
(5 ) 
( 6) 

• 

BIBIE READINGS FOD. 'niB Wt:t..,.EK: 
Genesis 1:1 to 2: 3; 2;4-25; 5.1-2 
Genesis 3 
Genesis 4; 6: 1-4 
Genesis 6.5 to 8.22 
Genosis 9 
Genesis 10 ond. II 

t. Introduction. The nrJIlO of the first book of the Pont;( teuch and 
Bible is Genesis; Tb.1s is the Croek nuoo, edop~d from the 
Septuagint; in Grtlllk Genesis molO.ns ''birth" or "boginni..n8" or 
"cr.:la tion" 

II. 

The Hebrew rulClO :for GIln8s19 111 BoJreehlth ( from ~ first 
Hobrow word in thd book, which accld~ntally happons to fit tha 
contdnts I 

A ThO two 
(A) 
(B) 

~ecountn of tho cra~tlon 
Gon3sis 1;1 to 2:3 
Gen.esis 2: 4-25 

of the world: 

1. Note the two Nlm13S for the Deity: Eloh1m cnd Jcb\'cb-Elohim 
t ganerally pronou.ncad t.odD.y t.B Ado.ool-Elohlm). 

2. Wbr.t do ttwsu two no:moa of tho rulty signify? 
3. How do these two different cr~ntion stories diffar? 
4. Ihlen is the 1I0ro pril:21thJ, o.nd WbJ? Which is thu loftier, 

And wh"v? 

III. A The three 3.ccounta of tho or.J:' Uon of man: 
t~l Genosis 1:2b-28; 

B 

lb) G\ln<Jsis 2 :7; 
(e) Gen •• 1. 5; 1-2 

1. How do thcstJ thrQe accounts dHfdr? 
2. Which of the! threo rapresonts th~ highar cu.ltu.r&l level of 

tho timoJ t :::nd. wh,y? 
3. Which 1s morc.i in ktlllping with the tD.od~rn theor.,y of evolu.

tion? 
4. Note ''tn:ln'' o.nd. "woman" (Genasis 2 ;23);tht; mc.triarc1leta. 
5 . In the fI'..ebrew, the words for ttm'Ul" (ish) end tt~n" 

(ishah) era clo&rly r~l~toJd. le-tncrd &n3 sRch 
conn<];::lOion or rolc. tiOD botw.lon "men" end "wan!.ntl in 
tho Wnglish? 

o. Noto tne mao.ning of "Ada.m" (GJnesis 5:1-2) c.nd ''3ve'' 
(Ge~sis ~~20J. 

E.xplo.netioDS of tha origins o£: 
I. ~'B intalligencQ, Genasis 3:1-7. 
2 . WOo:1ll'S trr.vc.U o.nd hor 1nf~rlor soci!.l pOt.ition, Gcn~si9 

3 .16 . 
3. Th,J struggloJ tor h\W."t1l cxistClQCi.t CUld tho mortality of man 

Genesis 3:17-19. 
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c . The beginnings of civilization: 
I. Tho nomad and tho ~gricultur18t , ~nQsls 4:1-15 
2 . Uusic, Gon~sis 4:21 
3. Industry, Genesis 4;22 
4. ..~ligionl Genesis 4:26 
5. A trace of polytheism, Genesis 6:1-4; 

D. Tho two versions of the Flood Story: 
(e) Genasis 6: 13-22 
(bl Gan~sls: 7:1 to r::22. 

I Hota J and E in tha9~ two accounts. 
2. The e~plo.nation of thO S.)/lSOll8 . Gone-sis 8:20- 22 

E. V~rlous other explAnp.tions of beginnings. according to t~ 
Bible: 

I . The bogi~mings of legislation, Genf,lsie !:I: 1-1: 
2 . Thd expl;o;.~tion of thoJ r.!linboW'. Q mtuxl'.l phenomenon. 

Genesis .9: 8-17 
3. The beginnings of viJ1D cuI t.u.re, Conasis 9: 20- 24 

F. The threefold division of the wor14 ~a it appeared to the 
(luthor, from the points of via., of gaogrr.ph:,y and 
ethnology, GonOls1s 9 e.nd" IO 

Tbo l~n.gunge:s of man a.nd the explc..nation of thair di.fferenc&s, 
GeMBis II: 1-9 
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OOTLINE V. 

BIBLE Rr!AD1ilCS FOR TIE JEEi(, 
(I) (;vncais 12 
(2) Gcn.;sis 13 
(3) Gotb.:sis 14 
(4) GenJsis 15 
(5) Gcno.ia 16 and 18:1-15 
(0) Gcn,.ia 21: 1-21 . 

I . A ComPAre ee .... i. 12:1 - 9 (J) with Gamai. U,2b-:;2 (P) 
B. For:ln illustrc.tion of hog di1'fcrant vorsions of thoJ same story 

nr~ told of tn~ eam~ poreon ~nd of dlffarunt p~rsons , comp~re 
Genasis 12:10- 20 (J) with vansBls 20 tEl and Genosis 26:1-11 
(J) 

C. Note how J s~~rts the ~br~ story with the Idon of n mission 
{~nJsis 12:2- 3} 

I I .A hmraphol . king of ShillAT I is aeel.:' sioMlly identified wi th 

III. 

IV. 

H~rumurabl, ~n6 ~nd lawgiv~r of Bob31onip. ISh~r is the 
H~br:l" tiJnn for Sumoria), GandlJis 14: 1. llctW!lly , however 
~arcbi is genornl~ assigned to the 18th cent . B.C .E 
or &urlicr, and Abrr.hr4D 1s b~liavod to have Ijv~d ebout 
1500 B. C .E . or a little earlier . Also, thu googrephlCl'.l 
consider. tiona which Nnd~r it t:.bsolu.tJly impossiblo for 
thu ~our ~ to traverse 60J or more miles of desort 
end territory in o rder to mn.kd II r~ld on the kit18s of 
Swoon, Gomorr.::h, Admnh. ZObo1m , and .Bel~ . 

B. Uot>J tho geographic .. ....! rof~rc.o.ccs throU6bout .... ~n,J8io 14. 
C. Note po.rticul::rly tha phr'.sQ ".t.obroMm th~ Kaorew" Gen . 14:13 
D. Noto tht! torm " God tho J.iost High" (i:1311on) r.s iln nppellntion 

for the :bity . Or 1s this tha Ilame of a d1ffar-.:mt d~it.Y? 
E. Nato that lIlClchizcdok was tlw pricst of' God tb3 lwst High ( E1 rayon) 

Gen . 14:18. Is this not rnth~r ~culiar . in view of 

A 
B 
C. 
D. 

A 
B. 

the fRcts .-t1re'\dy lC:l.rncd from l.ien . 121 Did God tbl MOst 
High have a cult dna n worship 1n C~nn~nf &side from t~t 
by Abr~il1? W.S God the i{ost High n. dlffarent God from ttw 
Cod of Abrnhom? 

Pln~ thv indicatIons of the JE ~d1tor in Gen. 10. 
Rote pnrticularly Ycn. 15:6, and its impli cations. 
H1story written nfter tn3 f~ct (post eVJntum I , Uen. 15:13 
1:he t re.ditiona 1 COVdnant .... hich J r hveh m<.kes 'With l.brahllm. ~n . If): 18 

The V'!rious accounts of tM Saroh-1sll,3c end Hngc.r-lshm..'l.cl stories 
~re aSBcmblen in ~n . L6; w~r.. 18:1-15; ~n . 21 :1-21 

Compare the Isaac stories In ~n. 18 1-15 (J) and Udn. 21:1 -7 (E) 
Compare Can. 16: 7 wIth Cen. 21 : I-7 

1. Which is J r.nd wh i ch is .t:? 
2. In tha socond helt of Gen . 21, which is not assigned racding , 

Ilota in verso 33 onothar , n dlffarc:nt combiDt1t1on of 
the tl2:J:l<J9 of Deity , i.e. J~hveh Z1 01am ( The Lord , The 
Ev~rlt.stiug tiod J. 
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OOTLlNE Vl 

BIBLE iliWllilGS F03 TID: JR';K, 
(I) Jent:!sis 17 
(2J ~nes18IB:I6-S3 
(31 "'n •• is I9d-28 
(4) ~n881s 22 
(5) ;;o"".i. 23 
(6) Goneds If> 

I. Nota in Gen. I? anothar nnmG tor the Detty: E1 Sh.'!dd!:.i, Wlually 
translr..tad to-tby .":8 "God ~i.lml~~ytl Do you. think thta t "God 
ulmighty" or "',Umighty God" Wt.S ttw mac..nirJ,g of Bl ShLlddei to 
tho onciont. Heb~'ows? 

Tlw ri to of circumcisiun mentionad in Gen. I7~ 2:;-27 't'J!:S not new with 
Abmham. It b.. .. d praviously been practisod by the Egypt.ians 
and by saveral otMr peoplaa or tho:: !Ulciont Orient . 

f~he vr.rious thoorios regard.ing the origIn of oircumcision" 

II. Gen. la : I6-3~ 11'1 It v';T"y finc and cMrming pi')ca of' :Biblical 
.mrrLo.tl"o. 

~lou.ld you saytb:.;;t it is int;(:mdod to illuBt.ro.tO l.brr:.ham's (!sraal's) 
quality of mercy to\l!lrd all mtnkind? j)o.Js it show & high 
conception of h:!lmf:ni t,r? Wh.:lt doos it show ntgc.rding God And 
man? 

In. Genesis 19, ":h;': s':ior;; of t..he destruction 01' Svdow c.lld Gomorreh • 
.!iote p~rt{c:tio;.r!y VOl"S<l 26 
';1.htlt is t!t.l onJy hi.uti as to tha natur.; of the wick5dnass for 
which tne Lnhnbi~ts of thOso t~o clti~s .~re destroyed? 
Pare.ll::}ls nmong. otnar ootions of l.:lter antiquity? 

IV. The sacrifica of Isaac. Cenosis 22:1 - 19 . 
I . Thv sF.orifice of lsf'.s.c is ueuclly c:Llled tho .r.kede.h, or 

Akad:. th Yitzhak t 11 ternlly , the bindi."1& , tbe binding of IsaAc) 
2. Tnis incid311t probn.bl,7 oi.)lt(tmi~os th.'lt opoch in Semitic civil

ization .... hich shiftoQ the concopt of "~rship of tha D.:tity 
tram hum",n se.cl'i.ric~, ospacir.l1y child sacrifica , to anin}O.l 
sacrifice . The stor~ purports the l~nding of divine authority 
to the chnnge . 

3 . lioto tho troditional connection betwean the r:\tn ceu.g.ht in tho 
bush by its horns And tha rrun ' s horn lShOfo.r) blown on 
Bosh Rasb.."'lmlh. 

4. This pl!93ag,J or the .... kedAh is r~d in the Byn£lgogue on the sec
ond morning of. 30sh Hnsht:l.nahi in Ren"orm 'I'empl.!s it is tru: 
PorashC.h for the first morning of aosh K~8hAnr h. 

5. Uark especially vorse 18. whIch ro-umptL~9iz~s the mission i~£ 
in the enll of ~br~~ ( cf. Gen. 12.3 ) 

V. AbraJ:ulm's ?u.rcbase of tho ~ve 01' .Iolnchpelah, Cdn.tsis 25. 
This c~nming t~le is told in the unhurried, luisurely m~?r of 

the Orient . 
Note the author's insist03nca that .Abrnllnm bu.,y the cava, not racaj.ve 

it or le3se i~ for a s~~te4 term. What 15 the significance 
of this insi9t~nco? Rns 1t any np.tional significance 
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OU1' LllI!: VII 

BIBU:': R::.U>DiGS ?Orl T£ -GEK 
(I) Gcne:sls 2~ 
(2) G.>ne"i_ 25 
(~) GaneUs 26 
(4) Gane_i. 27 
(5) Genesis 2d 
(6) Genesis 29 

1. The W'Ooil18 and winning of 3ebP.kah, anattler of those beautiful, Oriental 
short s tori.!!". cr..e.r·l :_~:::'.1 tCIld. 

I . Note that ";he ... .;' ms M c:',:6;:tion to carriAges bat'Nsn cou..sills in 
those dQ.yu; in fac~, qlo>:.l;. m.'lrrill.~8 waN lookoa. \1.1-'0n with revor, 
since th03y kOf't th, K ... Cltll. run p03sesslons of thll f-:.mil,. intact , 
1 r no t tacrlle soli. 

2. Uot;j tnr.t Sar&h ur.:d J.~.(!l.hD.m. waN half- slstar e.nd brothar 

II. In Genesis ?5: (:1-1 i -c:-st(.: ~,' t l&llmaol a..nd b:').'lc WuTo) roconc:ll..ld in the 
burial of tLulr !"et:h.!r J,l)tt;.fU~ . 

Note also tuat pr_eticu!~ noth1n8 Is tol o~ th~ rel tions betw~~n 
Is~c ~nd 18ho~al , E~ t t almost nothing 1& ~~rratod ~bont the 
s~bjoct1v", :3v.::nts of th.:! Ufo o-f Isro.c . 

"hat do you t. ink .c.s tl'la pu.rpose bahind the onrrc..t1on of \.idn. 25: 1-41 

III. Genasis 26 N~Jil4~$ ~ha ;'h:'t.h-..mic storids with ltm.t.c r.S tJw c~ntre.l 
ct\t'.rt'ctor. 

Not-a YtJrS,.)8 34-35 i"l;J .. "'..:.~l nota of those deys. Is the sama 
probl:n still .l. SOI.!:C9 or ''bittorness of setrit " unto mrmy Jews 
and J.JWd9SIJS tocby. or h' YI! the Jen oU~lirOtm thi:1 "h.'".bit"? 

Tile storias told in ~ne5is 2b o.bou.t 1941'C ware! mar.:: c,l-,proprlatG when 
orlg1.nr.lly n"!.rr.:tej nbou.t ibrrht.m i ls::~c 'inS Rabe;cc.)}'s cousin 
( 9\lcond cousin ), w)}il~ .Abr!.nem 101'.9 a ctil:a.lly :s.o.rnh ' s ht.lf- brotbar; 
too OriootGls betted lies . 'Yet thu Biblicc:.l writer unhcsitl:.tingly 
p~rmlttQd !~~c 10 Jia. Wby? 

IV. Jr.cob PurchC'.8QS the birtnright of Esuu ( C".:Jn . 25 : 20-34) 
Why do you think it ~s ne~ss~ry for the chronic lor of these 
stories to includo this t~lo? 
Cf . I.ion. 25 : 5 for a similAr tllruicncy on the part of the cutbor . 

V. Rlbelrr h daco1v3!; ho.lr c.usoond. r~c IlD r.Jprds thll bleasins. tha flight 
of Jr.cob ( ~onasis 27~I-45 ) 

Wns thia ch-:.pt:Jr wri tta!l by t!-..:l srun;) &uthor as ttu:!. t of \1811 . 25: 29- 34 , 
or by 0. difC..,ra:lt cne? cr. wn. 27:3b 
Wnat cpn you say with reg~rd to tne Dolief in tho parontr.l blessing 
in thosoJ dllys? 
Nota Yor8~ 22, n favorite phresQ oven today . Its ma~~ing? 

VI. Jacob's Fl1f3ht: C~u 27:~b ~o 28:~; 28: IO- 2?; 2~. 

Com~r~ V~n· 2?'4b to 26.9, ona T~rslon of the flight of J~cob 
;r1th 'thl:t in ~n. 27, first pc:,rt of ch!.pt ... r • 

.ldc.rt eS!NcialJ..y ~nJ3sis 27: 43 r.nd 28 . ~. C!l.O these two YerSBS possibly 
be bnrmon1~3d7 Whr. t is tho logical conclusion? 
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vtl . J~COb'S Eream, ~an . 28: 10- 22 
Is this, in 'OUX opinion, tbe act~. l origin of the giving of 
the tithe? 

Note pnrtic111c. rl,y Gan. 28: 16 i how could Jacob tv. va doubt<3d th... ... t God YillS 

in tHat pInes? Or did th-3 people not beliovu than tht.t God WF..S 

ubiquitous . unjv~rsal , accesslblo in "~ and ovary pnrt of the 
world a.nd Wliverse? Whut did J ncob rdl'.l1.v m~an ( ct. the Hebrew 
achen yash Jahveh bnmakom b.!lzoh ) 

VIII. The story of ttla lova of J f cob c.nd "iiDchal ( Gan..,sis 2~ I 
Mnrk espacic.l1y be,n . 29 : 20 ; does modern Jewish prz..ctlce in 
E.~8tcrn Ew.'ope differ from this ? 
llote tba aocinl custom in ver8~S 25-26; is this sCl'U,pulOl1.S 
desiro to sea the elde r girl mr.rriad off be:foro the ,Y0ungor still 
prnctlcod todny? 



OUTLIllE VIn 
3IBli: REaDINGS FOR THE 1/SEK: 
(I) Genesis 30 
121 Gene.is iI, 1-24 
(3) Canes1a 3I~ I to 32:3 
14) Genesis 32:4- 35 
(5) Genesis.-iS 
(b) Genasis 34 and 35 

P. II 
--999-----------

I . Primitive family making, Genesis 30: 1-24 
I. Note the frankness of the Biblical narrator in describing the birth 

of Jacob's children, and his marriage to Zilpah nnd Bilheh . Can you 
imagine s itnilar cirCIl!I1Stllnc8s today? 

2 . Of what cUd marriage consist in those days? 'ad. there &1'Q' marrio.ge 
ceremony? Did priests ever Bolemnize marrie~9 in those days? 
"ho did? 

3. Jacob pro~ide9 ~or his own house I Gen. 30 : 25-43) 
4 . 1ilou.ld you expect Jr.cob to JUlve aatwitted laban? Why ? 

II. "'!.cob ·s esCllpe from the house of wben, aM llloo.n '8 pursu.it 
1 "n. 31,1 to 32,3) 

I. Whs did Jacob have to flee cl~ndeBtinely? In view of Gen. 31:2, 
would not ~b!::n have been glad to have Jucob leave ~t en,y time? 

2. Note the Teraphlm in ""Bn . 31: 19 and 30. ilhc.t were these Teraph1ln? 
3 . How do ,you account for the fc.ct th&.t Laban worshipped these 

Tere.ph1m. , and yet AbrD.ham made it :l point to get I saac his 
90n II wlte from the Snm8 femil.,y, f'rom the f=il,y of Betbuel. 
who was the fA thar of lr..bnn r.nd a nephew of Abrchca? 

4. What do you suppose BAchel eventually did with the undiscovered 
gods? ~e ~n. 35: 2- 4 after you ~Te formed your theory . 

5. Note the fact tht,t J u cob i8 ~l~ys fleeing secretly, and in 
h ' ste . He fled from ':'S8U, and he fled from .Ie ban 

III . The reborn J_cob who oecomes Israel ( "en. 32: 4 to 33:201 
L 'liM struggle of J~cob \vith the ansal ( Gen. S2 : 25-::;':;j. 
2. The m.enning of the new Uome Isr III ( Hebrew, l!-~ll. 
:; . auk especia.lly Gen . 32: 2'1, 33 
4 . The ex-traction of the thigh-vein is p:;:rt of tho) .Il1dthod of 

Knshering tha meat prnctisod by Jaws to this dey. 
5. Criticel vidW' of the strugglo of Jf.cob with th~ angel , ond of 

the chang~ of nt'.tno from Jecob to hn.el. 
b. Note thAt despite verso 29, Jv.cob is lIIost o:tten c"Uclf Jrcob, 

and not Isn:.el, in the 9ubsoquant oorlT.tivos ( S<:lO "en. Z?:I;35 : I; 
3.x. I; I, • .haN the two nr..mes a.re f"ound in the S!lme verse : 
~n. 49:1. ate . ) 

IV. Tho meeting of Eseu. fIJ'd Jacob ( '-'en. 33 : I-I?) 
I. Brothdrlincss prevails, a truly hum~n story. 
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2 . ?i'hieh of too tt;() brothors demonatrated thO :finer chnmet~r in 
this story? 

V. 1'b:l story of D1ne.h !lnd the vana:eance of Simdon nnd lav! l """Jl'"!~sls Z4) 

J. ! atrD~ int~rlude. a Itory of ~r~itlYo vangennee cu~ntlc~t~d 
by the humrn raaction of thO concluding versa. 

2. :ioto uspeci&lly vcrs,) I: .heLt 18 the meani.n6 of "to sed tbe 
~ughtera of the lnnd"? Did D1nab go out to vlalt or to P47 a 

few sobial calla? 

3. WbD.t can .you sey about tha V'Ongecr1CO of Simoon and Levi? ettn 
this v~ng~anco hevc b~en purely personal, indIvidual, or w.ns it 
tribo.l? Uoto v.m. 49:5-7 . Docs the curse of Jacob htlre apply 
to the tribos of Simeon and lDvi or to tho two individuels 
Simoon and lOv! ': 

VI. ThQ death of Bebeknh'a nurS;). tho tragic dal.t.h of .3achal, and tho 
pe!lcdful death of laaa.c ( G..moa18 35) 
1. Note pArticularly Gan. :5:2-4. Is It not surprising to find 
such thIngs in the poaaossion of J:.cob and hi. family? 
2. Too 1D<3!lLiD8 of Bet.h~l? This is one ot tho r~'lOrit~ .Q!tm8S 

ror temples today. Look 1n thO lorgtJ ";na:lish cHctior..ary for the 
IXhlnn1ns or the EIlglish 1JII)rd "b.) tha 1" . 
3. Hote partleul&rly Gon . 35:7; or. n. 33:20. How do ,OU 
aeeoWlt tor 'dle two d.1flar<lnt ncaec? 
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OOTLlIiS IX 

BIBIE lEAD1NGS FOil TIlE YIB3K: 
(Il Genesis 37 and 38 
(2 J G .. :meais 39 
(3) GaMaia 40 
(4) Gonosis 41 
( 5) Cunosts 42 
( .; J GenoJsis 43 

t· Tho boginnings of th3 story of Josoph, Gon~sis 57 nod 59. 
r . Th~ Joseph story Is d~cm3d by literary crItics to be tha best 
btllovad and most widely Nr~d in all Htelratu.ro. 
2. Note particularl y Gen. 37 ~ 3 , IS. 20, 25 , 28, 36 . 
3. Evidently there rore t wo traditions regarding the ~rter of Joseph 
4-. Also, thor.3 "lro severc.l t rr.d~tions ragarding tho brother who triad 
to harrland J oseph . 
5. Joseph and \ t.& wife of PotlphD r l ~n. 59); Q stock incident bl 
todP..y, but quite o r igiMl in thll d,t\ys thrJ s t ory Vl9 composed . 
b. Nota the contradiction b~twean Gen. 59 : 1 and 37 : 28 , 36 . 

II. The story of Judah and TlUI'lDr t Gdnes1s 38) 
1. lloto th!:.t this stars 1ntorrupts tho sGqu.uncc of tho J09~pb story 
in Cun . 37 and 39 , and thareforo clecr13 docs not belong here. 
2. 1'his s:ory is purely an Orianwl tl".le. bl:.s~d on Oriontlll custo:ns. 
practised there, nn d also by tho J~ws of old; tbb l.Ii::virote mnrri=:gu 
3 . Hate ~~1n ( !.ien. 38:2) the absGncll of courting end of t.h~ 
mnrringe ceremorlJ' in those d"ys. 
4 . Noto Orum and the mod.am taM onnnisn. HowcNr , on.~ism is 
quite different from. tru erial...: which On:n Clommitted . 
5 · Note cspeci~l~ varsas 15- 16 tor the o l dest profession I the 
tiebrews , too , had a word for i t J end for one of the CurSdS of all 
nncient nations . I s it , by an; chenoa , still e curse to modurn 
nations rnd peoplos? 
b. Pny careful n ttention to vorse 21. Tho word is kedosh&h in the 
Hab.row toxt , which is qu.itu difforent from zOMh. Wh:". t was tho 
kcdesMh of a.nciJnt C[:~n? Gr . tho blvrodul~l of tho ancient 
Gr~cks . What was thJ axnct diffoJr,;,nce bet':i.ln thO zonah o.nd kedeahah? 

III. Tha 8tor3 of Joseph , continuod. 
It 1s euggasted tlmt you r...l.r:d tho entira .fosaph atory fran this 
point on ( .... cn.asla 40 through 45) nt one Sitting, as a storl , for 
tho plo~sura of it . rban r~rc~d it w1th tho co~ents. 
Note in Cen. 40 the fI.noiunts ' firm belief in the interpretction 
of dra~3 , c.s vouchse.fed only to n s~lect fow . as her') to Jos~ph . 

Whr.t are soma of' the mock)rn explll.rult10ns of dreams? 
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IV . Joseph's rise to power in Egypt ( Genesis 41) 
I . Note the word nbr~eh in verse 43 . It seems to be ~ Semitic 

word in the sense of "bend the mae" It is also translatod 
(19 "attention", 

2. Note AS<3:nath, Jos<lph's wife; 'II!lS she an Bgyptlon or a.n Israelite? 
Did Josaph hava any choice in the seldction of this wife? 

3. Note the nnme "roti-phoro" in varso 45. 
4 . Note the ch&.nge of Joseph's llf~me by the king of Egypt. J.le~n1ng 

of tho now nruna? cr ..... hiI chc.ngo of ne.me of the sons of Josiah, 

king of Judah, by Uobuchadrez~r ~~ by Phnraoh-necoh in II 
lr"lllgS 23- 24. 

5. "On" in vorSQ 45 is Haliopolis, in Egypt, th4 sec.t of the 
worship of the sun-god . 

6 . Note the blogrnphicp.l toot- note in verso 46 . 

V. The brothers' first trip to £gypt ( Genasis 42) 
I. Verses 21-22; n vary h~n action; still proctiscd todey. 
2. Verso 24; J"oaaph understood both dr·"JIIE. and psychology. 

VI . Genasis 43; pict~rv tho contr~sting scenos in Jncob's tent end in 
the pclsco of Joseph . 

!lote versoa 25-34; tho Simplicity of thll euthor'a narrr.tive is 
genuina liter~ry art . 

Verse 32; K: .... ehrllth and tr:ble prt::cticse among the 3gyptians. 
MAny Jaws of today still practlss this, as did many other 

ancient ~tlons . 
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OOTLJro;: lC 

BIBlE READINGS FOa TilE .I'EEK, 
( r) Genesis 44 
(2) Gene.is 45 
(:!i) Genesis 4ti t nd 47 
(4) Gen •• i. 48 
(5J Genesis 49 
(6) Genesis 50 

1. Thi3 Rac.l Test of t~ Brothers l~nesi9 441 
I. This time the brothara stand the test well. Li.lre n11 human beifl8S 

they MV~ learned by experience. 
2. Compare ~nesi8 44:18-34, ,!'fl.ora Judah is ttw hero, with Uencsis 

42:~b-38, wherd ~uben offers himself and his sons to Jacob . 

II . Joseph rwvcals himsolf to his brothers ( I.ienss1s 45) 
1. HotJ tnet it 1s practically impossible to ra~d. this stor,v without 

tecra comill6 L"lto your eyes , or at lar.st a ho1skinOS9 and. II 
strainod faeling entering your throat . This is the te_t of 
true drama and henrtfalt hwrAD interest . 

2 . &&ark JOS8Zlh's magn"lnimity in varstJs 8-10; but he could also dig 
hnrd r.t his brothers ' wallkncases ( verse 24) 

:3. lib.>' do you supposo th.'1t Josoph did not cOIIJIlu.nice.te with his 
c~d f6.tfu: r Jacob many yes.rs bafora this? Su.ral,y he .knew 
wnur~ Jncob liT~d, and he could or.sily neve sQnt a messongor 
to his home wher3 Jacob was. 

4 . The climnx of th~ entire Josoph story is in Can. 45:28. Here 
tho P writer interrupts i~. 

III. Joseph pri..l!l.OS his brothers for the interview with PhAr8,oh 
I ~nes1s 46,31-34) 

1. Nota wtlll tne l!J.st verse of Can . 46 
2. Nottl Jr.eob's spaach bofore ?.bnrooh . ~uerulous? 

ro{. Joseph's St~Wlrdship over the InIld of Egypt, nnd his Economic 
Policy ( "enasi. 47 , 13- 27) 
t. Would such procedure, or its absolute opposite, bo the me&sure 

of a wise statosman todey? Thtl historians stnte that these 
conditions ~ctunlly existod during the ye~r8 proceding th~ 
roign of IkhnAton I !383-1565 B.C .E.) 

2. Do you not think that this episode of his economic policy in 
Egypt rether mors the cbllmcter of th~ story end. of JosOph? 
Does the nuthor cite it to prove Joseph ' s nstutondss rnd. 
loyalty to Pharcoh? 

v. Jrcob Blesses ~OSOph'S Two Sons ( Ue~sis 48) 
I. folote the frequ~ncy of blessings in the cncient d!:.,ys, /lm the 

strict credence accorded to such blessings. 
2. Why .. s it necassll.ry for the author of our story to h.:"_ve J:lcob 

guide his h .. ..nds "wittingly" to Ephrnim's hoad, Le. his 
right he.od.. the Sign of the gr<3ct<3r bldsSing? 
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3. By whom .o~ld you ~y tnr.t this p~~90gc ~tts wrltt~D, thu J or 
tho ~ wr1 tar? 

4 . Campara this episode with ~ 38&u-~ -cob story t ~n. 25:27-341 
and with th~ ~pisode of th~ stol~n blessing I ~n. 27:Z4-40) 

5 . WAy d14 Josephitt~ wansssch, his ol~r aon, in his right 
hr..rui? By WIle.' right could J.,cob, according to the bolief of 
those dr . .)"s , h:lv~ refused to give Ynm:.s9o,1h the blessing of 
tbe first-bo"/'? 

Thd 
j, 

lilessing ot Jfcob. Geneais 4g . 
This chaptor ~s on~ of the oldast pnrts of tna BIble, much 
before J end E . liotl:! tho archO.lc diction , noticua.ble es~ci~ll..Y 
in the Heorew text. liota 'llao thi:: rof .l'rence to many events 
0.8 triool Gv,mts , not p.JrBonrl or individual uV\Jnts . 

2. This chrptar 1s genJrc.lly tr·kcn to bo a p10lea of literatu.re 
written long after the tribes were alrotdy Bottlod in the 
l.'\..nd of C"nr~!"'n ; cf. V.lrses 10 , ll, 13, J5, and. 20 for tribal 
ev~nt3 . A p3rsoanl ov~nt, is , or m~¥ b~. rlludad to in V2rs~ 
4 . aoto Sl1eh obscu.ro ovents nlluded. to ~B those in varses 
JO, 2:: , c.nd 24 . 

VII. 'i'ha cWQth and burial of tI~cob, Ckndsie 50. 
1. Koto ~ho) fact thr.t the :::gypt1~.n pn,ysicH.r.s f,.;ob:!mod Jccob . 

!.he ::gyptl"UlS wer.J famous tor thoJ.ir ' .rt of embr.lm1.ng, HOW a 
lost art; cf. t~ mumoics of Egypt . 

2. Hote that. both J!:cob 1':n1 Joseph i.naiot. ~on baing blll"iod in 
thu lr.nd of Ct'..nn~ , .. md not in. E~pt. \VhJ? 

3. Nota with r~&:-rd to the .toq of" Jos..:ph toot Olmstead , 
"B1ator¥ of .Pal~stin~ r.md Syria" , p . lOb st:lt.Js th~: 
"The buptians list r. p!nc,J nr·1D:J J03eph- ;)l, "Joseph is God" 
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oun1NZ XI 

BIBLE .s..J)1HGS ?O3 TI!5 jffiZJ(: 

II) Exodo.. I 
(2) ;;xodo.s 2 
(3) Exodus 3 
(41 ExodQ.S 4 and 5 
(5) ","odo.o 6 IUId 7 
(bl Zxodua 8 and 9 

I . Tho n.:J.a:O Sxodu.a is derived from ths SeptUAgint ( usually "ri tton 
LXXI tha Gra~k trnnslctlon of the Jewish Scriptures , ~~da at 
:'loxanciria., ~gypt, a.bout 200 B. C.£. 3xodus is the ll'Unlzod 
( from the Vulga t" of Jllroma) form ;,f tho Graek word exodos, 
meantng "going out", "the going forth" Too VulGlte of J.:troma 
~8 made cbout the yenr 400 =.E. The Hebrew title of tho 
book of' Exod.\ls is Sb>lmoth("nr.mIl8 of "} M.ving no connection 
with the actunl contents of the book o£ Exodus, bat n~~od 
cfter tno first d.istinctive word (herd the S8~Ond .. ord) of 
thO HabrJW text. in ~cco~nco witb tha old. J uwlsh custom. Cf. 
Geru:.iB J.nd :Bero8h1th . 

n . ThO V' rious Intas .assigned. for /the Exodus; Three Vorsions: 
(~J T~u.ore Ill, about 1450 B.C.S. 
(b) ...... !lhotep III, aboo.t I~70 I!.~ . g . 
(31 ~~~s II. nboat 1250 . C.!. 

twra is also the trt".ditional and. gen rally taUSht d!;.ta of 
1280.!i.C • ..) . 

In vluw of una ganarnl lac~ of o.i nc! , aDO guess Is as good as 
tha othor . for theN will w chroJlOlogl~l d1fficu.lties no 
matter shieh date 15 acceptad. Hance th~ date 1290 B.C .E. 
w111 servo as woll ~I fn,y ot.her date . It is to be rem.wbered. 
bOw..3v::r . that the vt:iry l~te.t acbol:lrshlp on the subJoct , 
Joh.'1 Garswng's ""ho S'ound:ltiona ot Jibl~ Hhtory" . placas 
Josnu."l ' s invasion of Canun nt 'pproxilDo""toly 14.()0 1l . C . .cl . 

III. The beginnings of tho opprossion by --&ypt t Exodus I . ) 
Exodus 1:8, "0. ndW king" , not yot identified. 

IV. 

2 . Note tb..'\t ""ht'.r&oh" _9 not 0. proper MUle, bu.t the titlo of 
all Egyptian kings . 

3. Nota Ex . I: 15 - Tnera were only two midwho.::8 for all lar'-cl . 
ind1cating thst thd Isrto11tee ward atill vary fow in numb4r . 
lwn wh,y did tbo PM: moh te:lr t.ho Ho brews? 

4,. "J:.Jt. t is your opinion of too psychology of rhC.n:.oh in Ter!K.t a 

bu 
I. 
2. 

~ . 

4. 

5. 

story of the birth or HoSolS 11nd. hiB upbrin6ing ( ExodQ8 2) 
Notc ~ses' ~inn 101'8 for his people. 
In versa IS not.: !leacl , til!! ,priest ot kidiL.n , ttw fa.ther- ln-u. 
of Mos.es j, he is mentioned t" &Lin 1n humbors 10:29 

In Exodus ;,; end. 18) ~8es I fr tbJr- in-l":w is gil'an as Jethro; 
t.lso llS Hobab e!sowhON. 

Bote tba~ Jethro (reuel, Robab) ~s prIest of ~dllnJ and n~tc 
also Exodus 18: 10-11. 

llhD.t can you 58)' about If.osoa ' marr'yi.n8 tnto a la.idlanlt.e f8J!1jlf? 
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v . lho story of tho burning bush end tha C~11 of Moses to dalivdr tho 
PGople from Egypt t Hxodus :3) i JI hVQh sends 110805 to Phcrnoh 

I. This chaptor is r.n excollent exr~ple of J Fnd E and JE; noto 
especinlly verses 2, 6 ct soq., ~nd 18 (;t seq. 

2 . The mountr.lin of :.;ad, bodus ~: I. 'i'ho.l encred mountnin is cilll~d 
Horeb by B ( LX. 3:lj 17:6) r~ D ( Do~t . 4;10: 5: 2) By J it Is 
c~lled Sinni ( hx. 19;20; Daut. 33:2) Origlnr.lly it ~s 
bQliBved thnt God dwolt on the top of this mOWlto.ln; of. I 
Kings 19 for the boUef toot God dwelt on the lIlOUOtc>1n) . 

3. Nota .clx. 3:Ioi- I4 (E); tho pollple must know the nLJD8 of God . Is 
this not a peculirr thing from our univ~rSRl point of Yi~w? 
'i/ere these people not tb8 descC'mdnnts o£ Abrnham, Iw.:lc nnd 
J~cob, who wer~ supposed to have practised monotheism? 

4 . Nota verse 14; I.:.K THAT I All ( in Hebrew eb3eh c.shor eh,yeh) 
qould it not hrve been simpler ~or ~ses to beve told the 
peopl~ tb!lt his nDJll8 was BLOKDl or JAHVZH? 

Unless liosoa could coma to tho Israol1tos in find with tha nnme of 
the God of treir fathers, he cOllld hEvc no influence with them. 

VI . '!be J vurslon of Exodus 3 is in Exodus 4, the introduction of the 
mirccloB of the laprous Mnd of tha rod that was cbaltged into 
n soOirpant. 

Note ~x . 4 : 22: the first-born. 'lhe d~dicntlon of tho first-born of 
man, beasts, fruits of the field to the deity. Here it 1s 
met~t in the spiritur.l sansa , for isnel is b3re conceivE.od or as 
tho first -born of J~hveh £~ng the nations of the world Gnd 
thorefore ~s peculirrly dedicated to H~. cr . Ex. 13 : 11- 13 

VII d ~mcrkebl~ nnd diff1c~lt glOBS : 51 4; 24- 2b. ~tter left 
unC:xplPined nore. It is somotimea tP.kcn to ~an thnt cirCIl::!
eision is e preliminary to ~rrir.gp, but it is haro cle~rly the 
son of ~oses whom Zippornh circumcisos , end thus the expl~na
tion is not clenr. 

VIl! . The oppression of the people , ::tnd n touch or bI.unl:.n or.turo (Ex' 5) 
I. The ~ accJunt of thO comalssion or ~08as ( Ex. 6;2-11, 28- 30) 
2 . ThlJ remarkable stlltemant of' Ex. 6:2 ttV"t God wr.s not known to 

the patriarchs by tho Mm~ Jnbvch. lloto th!.!t too J?S Bible 
translation prInts this ~ bore in H .. brc ... cbt.I1'_cters, Jahveh 
is the TotragrtlmlUton (Yod HI) Vav Ho). In rtobrcw it is called 
tha Sham Htl.mof"rllsh", tho nama set €l.p::l.rt", "tho invff':lblo nr.me" 

3. The Orthodox Jews tod!ty nt;;v.)r pronounco the ruu:lO Adonoi. (. 1 \1:138 

saying ItAdcshem lt (OXCC3pt in pn:,Yors, ~f course , and frequently 
not even then I , although the ancient Hebrews undoubt...:dly pro
nouncod it as J. hveh. Hot..::. too, th:!t the 'letr!':g.rtUDl'Jlt!ton con

,slsting of the Hebrew l~ttGr8 Yod. Ro VI".v He is nho.ys sp.Jllod 
in tho Bible wi1;h the vo~1s of the word Adonoi. Bectuse th.l 
name ~.S c~lled Sham Hrumefornsh, in 1~t4r Hebrew literature tho 
word Heshem ("the ncme") Is frequently used es s term for "God It 
(Jab.oh) • 

IX. The stubbornnoss of Pharnoh (Exodus 71 
Pha~ob is here p~rtrayed as a stubborn, s~lr-willed obBtinnt~ 

dospot who, from this point on to tho actual ExoduB, is sl~.ly 
worn down oy the miracles perfomed by AWsss enG. tho mighty 
hand of Jebveh; tho ~urp08e is emphesized in 3x 7:b. 
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OUTLINE XII 

BIBLE a::.;";'DINGS lOrl. 'rH:!:: "'~: 
(I) Exodus IO 
{2 J Exodus II 
(:3 J Exodus 12 
(4) Exodus I~ 
(5) Exodus 14 
(6) Exodus 15 

1. The Ten i'lo.guos· Ex. 7: 19 through Exodus 10 cvnteins the story of 
the first nine plagues. 

Th~ plngues were probably a s~ries of cnlemitios which. though yeers 
apart, created the circumstances favorable for Isrllel's depart 
ure ~nd escspa fr':>r:! Egypt. Our chr"nic!er condensos them in 
ti£De for the dromatic offect e.nd for the purposo he res in viaw 

II. The tenth pl~gue , the killing of the Egyptian first -born, is 
predicted to MOses by God (ax. II). 

Note the first ref .J rence to Isrroel '8 baing thrust out of Egypt in 
l:lx . II: 1. 

III. Two versions of the P~ssover festival (~xouus 12) 
A. Ex. 12:1-20 (P): Blood sacrifice of the first-born ~~~ the 
Matzoth (unleavened bread) of thO Exodus moulded into the 
celdbr~tion of one fes-thel. 
~ . ~x. 12:21- 28, the J version of the sace story , much briefer. 

IV. The nctucl Exodus of tn= Israelites from Egypt lExodus ~2). 
1. ;l'he Exodus IEx.12:37-42}. cr. Ex . 12:39 with b:x. 14:8. 
2. ,that cen you se.y reg~rding the numbers .Jf the childNn of 

Israel at the Exodas from Egypt? From 70 to 2 , 000 , 000 i n 
430 years? 

3 . Exodus 12:43- 50 , post-Exilic account of the Exodus. 
(a) Note tho prophetic influence in verse 49 . Stranger means 
alien, nnci is so transln ted in tne JPS Bible. 
(b) Note that circumcision is definite~ esteblished as the 
symbol or the covenont between God and Israel (Ex . I2;48) 

V. ExodWl 13 
1. Ex 13:1-16, the institution of the Seder 
2 . Ex . 13:4: llbib, tic Hebrew name for the first month: literal"'" 

ly, "of the green ears of corn". ~lhg present name of' the 
first month o~ tho Hebrew calendar, Nis~n f is a Babylonian 
wor~; cf. the fourth Hebrew month, Tammuz, and the Babylon
i&n deity Tammuz 

3. Note Ex. 13:22: "pillar of cloud" and "pilkr of fire", prob
ably derived rr~ the pillars that supported hangings of the 
tabernacle behind which rose the fira and the smoke of the 
sacrificos. 

VI. The cross~ of the Red Sea and the Drowning of the Egypti~ns 
( Exodus 14 and I5) 
I. The crossing of the Red Sea {Ex.I4} Note especially verses 

13, 15, ~nd the last p~rt of verse 25. 



p. 20 

2. The p~posa oX toe miracl~ ( verse 3) 
3. :.Iodarn r::.tiom;.l eXpl'lllt.t1011 of this miracle? 
4. Tho Song o~ Woses , or tha Song of the SeA t Ex . 15) 
5 . Bote cerefully verses 2, 3, II, 11 J "",no. IR 
6 . V,arse 17 indicates tt\t;.t thn song w::lS wri tton when Jarusnlam 

br.d bO..:n set asidiJ a.s the uno aru1 onlJ' sc..nctuery_ 
7 . Noto tb.t!t ltirisza 'illS belioYold to ba 3. prophetess , although 

the Bible contains no evidooc& of hilr prophaci€:s, or nrlY 
dotails ( verse 20) 



(lJTLINll lU II 

BIBLE R£:ADINGS roli THE 'F.2K: 
(I) Exodus 16 and 17; Numbers 20 
(2J Exodus 18 and 19 
(3) =Xodus 20; Deuteronomy 5:6- 18 
(4) i:!xodus 21, 22 and 23 
IsJ Exodus 24 , ~2 , and 33:7- 23 
{til Sxodua 34; 35:1- 2; 36:2- 7 

I . ~uails and Men.'1.a ( ..... xJdus IbJ 
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r. Cf. versea 14 and 31 ; two descriptions of the manna. £anna of 
both types has been discovered in the Sinai Peninsula; 

tal verse I4; exudation froID the leaves of the tamarisk-tree. 
(b) verse 3ri secretion of coccidai ins Qcts which hardens like white 

sugar grains. 
2. ~hat do you think of the task which ~oses had of feeding about two 

million people daily in the wil.ierlless with either la} or (b)? 

II . \Vater gotten from D. rock t .1;ixodus 17) 
I. Compare ':;X . 17:I-7 IE) with Numbers 20:1-13 (J); compare particu

larly l!:x . I7: b witL Numbers 2.) : 8 . flote also that Aaron 1s 
mentioned on13 in the J account. 

2. Exodus 17: 8- 16 , etarru:l w.rfnre llnd enmity with At:l.!::lek . Cf . 
Deuteronomy 25: 17-I~ 

III. The visit of Jethro to l.Joses i..:.xodu.s I8J; 1ioses !!s lagislc.tor 
Rnd Judge. 

r. ..:ark verse II. 
2. Note the estn.blishment of courts of justice in Ex . 18: 13- 27 
3· In l:.xodus 19 note t~t God proposes to meke Israel His people, 

e.nd mark .3x. 19:5-6 
4 . Does modern lnw follow the procedu.re laid down for !toses ~nd Isre-e l 

by lOthro in E~odus 18? How? 

IV. The Ten Commr.ndmants, .t.xodus 20 nnd. Deuteronom,y 5 : 6-18 
A. AX. 20:1- 14, the E version of the 'ren C~ndments. 
B. Deuteronomy 5: b-I8. the J version of the ?en Comm'-.ncLnents. 

Study the diffarences, mostly ctinor . batwedn the two versions. 
Arc theN a.n.,y differe.ncos Cot I:!.ll in the lest fiVe com:np.ndmonts? 

V. The Book of the Covannnt I~xodus 21 through 23) 
A. 2xodus 21 through 23 constitutes the Dook of the Cove~nt ( 9~~ Ex . 

24:7) To this ~ook of th8 Cov~nant rlx. 20 : 1- 14 is an intro
duction, [md £x . 23:20- 53 is a hortatory climax. 

I. The Book of the Cov~npnt is said to be the oldast code of Hebrew 
law, end consists of a series of Toroth, judiciol decisions, 
which undoubtedly rClquiNd a long timo for their making a.nd 
GnActment . Th3 r~dnctor inserted this code right nfter t~ 
Ten Comm~ndments as a.n exp~ tiation of the staccnto,penalty-less 
c~Ands of the Ten Comm~ndments. 

2. 2hd state or society as presonted in thesd decisions of the Code 
of the Covenant would indicote that this is the co~e of laws 
of Q prtmitive people. 

B. Not", the hum'3.ne lc.ws in Exodus 23 . and mD.rk PPorticu.lnrly varses 
8,9 and 19 
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VI. iha ~tiricntion of thD Covon=nt b~t.~en God end I8r~ol (Zxodus 24) 
This eMptor ori~lly :f'ollowod directly aft..)r Exodus 20. 
It h chrptar 20 which ia heru raUtiJd. 

B. 'i'M boJ.llding of the 8.:lDctw.r,r, tha annoint1ng of Aaron and his 
sons ll.9 priests, and po rts or the s.:.cr1fic1c.l coda l ";~OdUB 25 
through 31). All thea;) chc.ptors ere P. Tholse !ire not 
ossignnd r~zding f but it 1s suggdstod thAt th~ class roed soma 
of thcs~ cb.=.ptars , or parts of th~ , in ord.Jr to gc-t t:.n ide: 
of t~lr styld and content!. Noto LX. 31:18 . 

VII.?bJ ~oldcn Calf episode l~xodus 32) Not~ voreo 16 . 
Th~ nifficult pcss~go ~x? 33: 7- 23 . cr . varSGS 7 and 23 . 

Iloto tho.t it was b..::lievl)d in thoso da.,y8 tho.t G:>d fa bc.ck could 
be soen . How do we re~l r.bou.t tlw Deity todc.y in ~Nspact? 
Would YOIl s.."t.y thnt this , pr.8Sl'.SO raprll80nts 11 prl.nlti\fQ end 
non-~tional or universel conc~ptlon of God? 

VIII. Thil "",1 tton tcblcts of the ll'.w (DxodQe M) 
A. cnrpt .. r 34 is possibly r..notM r v.:lrslon of th.:l T .. m Ccmu-nd!n,:,;nts . 

Compare Sx . 34 : 26b with .... x . 23:I9b 
B. Ex. 35 : 1- 2, ?ost-~111c . 
C. Ex . ~D : 2-? ; How tunas worJ r.r.iaod for thO building of th~ 

hbcrru:telc . How dId tb.G iJcopltt possess all these tbings in the 
wl1durnass? 

D. Ttl.: rcmdmcr of the Book of Exodus tells of' th3 balding of tho 
Tr.bcrD.."!cle , f:nd. is not assigDrJd r,,"d1ng. It Is the product 
of P lik~.ise . for the P writor9 d~llgntQd in repetItions of 
tho details of the 1ebornacle . aecrlrlci~l sgrvlce , vestcants 
of tho pries ts J etc . 



OUTLII!E XIV 

B IBIE READINGS FOR TH3 iP.....EK: 
III Leviticus 8 and 9, also 10: 1- 7 
(2) ..i..eviticus 10:8- 20; II; 16 
(3) Leviticus 17 !Uld 19 
( 4) leviticus 2..:) Md 23 
(5) Leviticus 24 end 25 
(6) Lsviticus 26 and 27 . 
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I . Introduction: Thu book of Leviticus t~s its nama from the Septua_ 
gint (LXX) title "thO Levitical book", The Talmud calls it 
.. .i..-twof tha Pri;sts" (Torath J".!akorumimJ. The Habra. title, 
Vayilra. Is dorived from the first word of the book . 

Leviticus is Q collection of legislation , mostly priestly (p) It 
is a late compl1p.tion , settIng forth the sacrificial l~ws and 
ceremonials as practised in the Temple. 

Interastingl,y anoU8h . in the book of lDviticus are ea,bildcicd soma of 
tne loftiest moral , othical , Bocial and humanit~rinn ideals in 
the Bible . 

Noto Leviticus 1 and 2, .nich definitvly exclud~s t~ possibilities 
of humR.n Incrifice . 

lev. 17 through 26 form a n.!mnant of wne. t su.rv 1 vad from c. Code wnich 
must h:lve bO.3n complota in itself "fonDdrl,y . It is call.Jd the 
Holiness Codol. 

II . Thd recording of the beginnings or t~ !aronic priesthood I tiev. 
a, 9 ond 10:I-7i 

A", Lev. a, thd Orial!Uld ThUmmim. nota that no attempt 1s al!l.da in 
the Am~ricsn Jewish version lJr~ Bible) to trenslctu the wordS 
ttUrim and ThwntDim" Christian vorsions translate ~s "lignt and 
perfdctlon"; others, "guilt and innooanca"; th~se, of cou.ra~, are 
m~re gu.~8S~S, and u.tterly incorrect. 'I'hd Urim 4lld Thummim W'dre 
th~ se.crea lots res t by the priests in order to Gso.Jrtc.in God 'a 
w111. Kothing alse is ddflnitdly kno~n about thBm. 

E. .wvl tiolls 9. NotlJ vorsa 22 , tho form and mothod of tho pri.Jstly 
b13ssing (Blrknth Hl:.koht.n1mJ. 

C. Ulviticus 10: 1- 7: "streng;:) fir"," aN probebly twe.tMn . How could 
NaCbb and. Ablhu. ht', v~ ofl~ercd up str.-.nga fire beforo the wrd? 
'rtw entira opisode is atr::.ng\J, and W:1S sdcmlngly written to 
strungth~n further the authority of the priesthood . 

III. A. Lev. 10:8-20 . Bagulrtions t~ndin8 to kee P the priesthood ab
solu.taly clo~n. 
Verse 10, in modern po.rl.r:nce, the noly nnd the corru.lon, wou.ld be 
tho sacrad r.nd thd profane . Th3 Greeks ~ nd. Romons hod simil:.lr 
concepts of sacrad and profana . 

B . Lav. II deals with kosher and teNfah anim:lls. 'fh&t \!Sa tha 
originPl ma~ning of tarafeh? cr. Lev. II with ~ut. 14. 
The besis of priastly .holiness is givan in lav. 11:44-45 

C. leviticus 16 follows dir.Jctl,y Llv . 10 : 7 . 
Varsds 1- 23 : the sc!\pegoatj "!tonamollt by meanS of Po. .Ilcdi:: tor 
{verse 22). azazol. Th.: origin of this prop~r nr~tl h.-"!.s not 
yet been datermirbld. It is probebl..v the name of n demon tM t 
Inht.tbited the wlldern-Jss . 

A~zel is m.ontioned in the llpocalypsa of Enoch ::.s the prince of 
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the fallon c..ngcls, thO offspring of the Nephilim (Ge.::. . 6: 1-4) 

IV. .J. loviticus 17: prohibition cgelnst coting blood; this is th~ b~sis 

of mGdcrn krsh~ring with w~tiJr £.nd salt. 
Note verses 1- 7 thIJ introdu.ctory p.f SSll.ge to the Holiness Code, 
;vhich definitoly dosigru-,tos th,,; sanctucry as tho sale pl"ce 
for the offering of secrificsi. Note perticulrr19"verse 7. 
Its meaning? 

D. leviticus 19. Underline varsas 2b , 3, 13, 15. 10, 17, IB, 27, 
31 . 32, 34, 35 , 30 . Then rere&d the entire chepter . 

v . loviticu.s 20: verse 2: Melsch or )Joloch, n deity to whom children 
wer~ s:lcrificed . Note that BanI ,Jqu.. .... ls Hebrew lord; Molech or 
Moloch has tha coneonants of the Hebrew word ma!ech . otking". 

HotJ versos 22- 27: sep£.rateness , exclusivi)ness , h".~.9 to be marked 
by pries tl,v hol~ss. The original mCfJ.ning of the Hebrew word 
kndosh. 

13 . Lev. 21:7 ; the Catholic end ~po3co~linn authority against 
divorce. 'uotu. ho\O'avvr. th£.t their intarpret..'l.tion is a mis 
Interpratr.tion. r~d their authority is poor, for in the Bible it 
clcr.rly refers only to tha priests , not to tho g~ncral run of 
the Hebrew popul ation. 'l'he Dibla in mr.n.,y passa.g<:s c lludcs cl~e.rly 
to the grnnting of divorces , or to divorce as l.=:ge.L 

C. Leviticus 23 : The P v~rsion of th~ Holy Days. In verse 24 note 
that Rosh H~shBnch is not mentioned by name . and t~t it r.ctually 
lc.sts onl.Y on03 da.y . 

VI. JI I£viticus 24: Versds 1-4; the perpctut.l lamp (ner tf.:nid) Is this 
perpetual l!:.mp still kopt in too synagogues Pond t'~Clplas? 

Versa II: the Tetr'lgrt:ltMlD.ton. 
Verses 19- 20: "Qll ayt) fo r an ey:.J" tLo .x Talionis); cf . Ex . 21 : 23 - 24 
Verse 22; tho rights of tha alion. 

lL leviticus 25: Verse IO , the b.: sic credo of the Amt:::rican constitu
tion , tlnd the legend on th~ Liberty Bell ("a.nd yo ah'tll proclaim 
lib<::rty throughout the lend unto 0.11 thOJ inhabitnnts thONOf)" 

leviticus 25:23. soci.:-.lism. single tax , commWlism. Note p<>.rticulc.rly 
verse 17. 
Usur3 is forbiddon in varsas 35- 38 

VII . Leviticus 26 forms a concluding exhortation to the Holiness Code. 
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OUTLINE x:; 

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE 1rIEEK: 
( I) Numbers 5 and 6 
t21 Numbers 8 . 9 end II 
t ~, Numbers 12 

, f 4 J Number5 12 f~nc.. 14 
(51 Number. 15 and 16 
(6) Numbers 17 Lnd 18 

I. Introduction . Th,J book of Nollllbers is MIned after the S~PtU!!.gint :md 
Vul~t~ title (~umariJ . The HGorew title 1s Bemidber ( In the 
WildernoJss) . aft;)r the .fifth word (the first distinctive word) 
of the book . 

Chapters I-4 are a census of tho poople , hence the Latin title 
Nwmeri. Cf. N~bers 2;32 

II . Numb~ r9 5: qunrantina and i solation . 
Numbers 5: 10: -the ethical step of compensation over "an aye for an eye" 

Note carefully verses 11- 31 . ·' the Ordasl of the Bitter Waters" 
WhP..t ms the :psychology oock of this ord.cm.1.? 

IlL. Th~ Law of tha Nazirites and the PriGstly BIassing (Numbers 6) 
j . The law of the NQ.w.rirltes ( Numbers 6 : I - 21). 
B. The .?ri.::st15 Blessing tBirkath Rakoh.e.nim , Uumbers 6: 22-27) Note 

that throughout tha entire ancient period . up to comparatively 
very recQnt times , only the priests could pronounce this 
benediction. 

IV. A. Numbers 8 : 1-4; the Mcnorr...h... 
llumbers 8:I6- 19 . wl\v the unites WGr..;- set Q.side from among tha 
rest of the tribes ; cf . Numbers 3: 11- 12 . Cf. also Can . 49; 5- 7 
V/ould you say that the sO-tting esida of the tribas of I:evi for 
sanctuary and Pcmple service ~s comper~tively late? 

B. ThD supplom~ntary Passover (Numbers 9: 1-14) 
'.rho eZPQAS10n of too iiery cloud {i'lum.ocrs 9 : 15-23; cf. Ex . 40; 

36- 381 
C. Numboxa 10 : 29-32 ; ReuGl as .f\fusas ' fathGr-in-lr.;.w instead. of Jethro 

Numbers 10:35-36; Jahvoh ~s th~ God of War; cr. Bx. I5 
D. Numbers II: the JS version of par~llcl ~~les 1nExodus. 

(I) vers~s 4-15; lloses is disillusioned by the miXed multitude 
(2) v~rs~s 10-23; tha J version o~ the 31ders; cf . E in Ex . 18 
(3) verses 28- 29i meet Joshua 

V. Tha rebellion of .A~ron p.nd l.ti riam c,gainst .:.!oses {Numbers 12J. 
Not>a v~rse I: Cushite is EthiopiJln, tha an.cicnt tam :for thv 
mod~rn Abyssinia. 
How do you account for Moses? rnc.rrying an Et.b.iopicn wom:-.n? 
Is this nlluded . to anywh0re elSe in thd P~ntc teuch? 

Verse 3: succi~nt cbarnctcr1zction of MOses, quoted hundreds of 
times in past and pres~nt. 
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VI. The story,of the Twelve Spioa (Nll::Ihors 13 nnd 14) 
This story oC the ~welve Spies r~presents JE ~s re-edited by P 
Hoto tho injection of .Iaron into tho stor.)'; cf . Numbors 13:1 !llld 14;II 

with Hum. 14:2 aod 14:26 

VII. Numbers 15. 52-36: 8.llthority for ttw Sabbath blue lr,ws of the c.ncient 
Hebrows. 

!lumbors 15:37-41: the Tzitzith. or frin8es, atill worn unde-rn;;!sth 
tim ovorshirt by Orthoa.ox Jews OYl3r tb.lrt.)c:n ye:::.rs of ~g~ tod.c.,y. 
This Biblic£.! pe.ssagc hr.lS b.J~n incorporat.Jd bodily into the 
Shclll"!. of ttw urthodox morning e.nd evening s~rvicaa . 

VIII. Tho Roh.;,llions of Korah and Dathnn ond kbirom Wwnoors 16) • 
• \. Not.) how those two origindly saparnto reboJllions have been waried 

into ond fob311ion. 
B. Ko~.h's rcb~llion is an eccle8i~st1cr.l roboll1on (v~rse S) i that 

of Dathnn nnd kblram ~.s c political robollion (verses 12- 13) 
C. DD.tMn and Abirr.m ,,:re s'Clllowed I.U> (versos 31-34); Korah nnd his 

followers er~ burned by firo (vQrs~ 35) 
Now in vcrse "32 thiJ principlQ of tribel or colloctivo respon
sibility tnen provciling . ~~t systam of responsibility pre
v:-:.ils noW? 

IX. Numbers 11 and 18:1-7. 
Numbers I7 1.3 the sequel to thd ICorah story . Verses 5 nnd I6- 24 

dcfinitoly est&blish the ~Qronic priesthood and the superiority 
of' tllil Levites over th~ rost of I9r"el. 3ho would you. say .'\9 

the author of tbasa pas~gcs? Ar~ t~3 history or tandency? 



OOTLIllE XVI 

B IBIB R!::!iillINGS FOE. THE t;E3K: 
I I) Uumbars 20 and 21 
(2) liUClbors 22 
(S) 5umbcrs 23 and 24 
(4) Numbers 25 and 26 
(5J Ifumbers 27, SO nnd 36 
(6) Numbers 31, 32, 33 and 35 
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I. ~ses' tt.c tion with reg:- rd tJ the Edoci tea t NumbGrs 20: 1",-21 J nr.d the 
.'ulloritos lNllIabers 21 : 21- 25) . Justification? l!odGrn percUals? 

\/hllt d1ffarence was thera bet'WOen the Morites here lUld Josiah of 
Jud.~h in II Kings 231 

II. llOOlbers 20 : This ch:'ptor follows directly eft.]r uumbers 14. 
A. Doath of Mlri~~ ( v~rs~ II 
B. Thd repotition by P of the story of the striking of the r~ck 

(Numbars 20 :7-13) , prob:-.bly in ord..;r to c%~lein the death of 
Anron (v~rsd8 22- 29) 

III. A. i'hc fiory serpent (NUIilbors 21 :1-9) 
rho fiar3 8~rpent wna probably e rc~~t of damon worship , repr~sented 

in benst-likc fonn ler. II Aings 18:1-4) 
In ttl; vospel of John lJ.)hn 3: 14J the lifting up of the 92rpcnt is 

mr.do to typify the crucifixion . 

B. Tha .Eo ok of the Jars of Jehvoh 'trumbers 21;]4-15). I'his ~s 
probably to cJll<Jction of patriotic t...J.ll .. "'.ds which is now l ost. 

Cf. Joshue. 10:12-14 and II S:-.m . 1:17-27, where thoro Qre quotr.ti.:>ns 
from the lost Book of Jashnr. 

IV. Tha story of Bnleam and Bolak lNumbers 22); two traditions WQvcn into 
one tele. 

In verse 5 the River is Euphrc.tcB. In dozens of other vars~s the 
River moens the Nile. 

Uoto tho contradictors versos, Numbers 22.20 ~d Numbers 22:22 
Verse 28: with tho o~ception of this ass , end o~ the sorp~nt , that 

spoke to Eve (Gon. 5:1- 5). no nnimcl talks in tha Old Tostwnent. 
Verse 32: adversary (Seton) Not Satan in th;) Clodern ser.se . Nover 

so used in tho ~ible. 

V. The prophecies of Ralnam (Iiu:nbers 2:.> a nd 24) 
These t~ c~~pters cont~in history written in retrospect; they prob

Qbly d'1te back t o th::l glorious dr:.ys of ttJa reign of Dr..vid . 
Note how the story is built up by menns of the insdrtion of poems. 
Note "son o:f man" in Numbers 23 : 19; Did the "fl)undar of Christiani ty 

plagiarize the Old Tes~ent he r~ too? 
Note the ref,Jrence to Asshur (l;um . 24 : 24) 
The object of the stQry is to deoonstrata the Jewish conviction: 

"If God is fJr us, who cc.n be agp ins t us?" 



p . 28 

VI. Numbers 25: 26 : 52- 50 . 63- b4 . 
A. NUI'ilbers 25 

I . verses 1- 9 are an echo of tho J~hveh-BAel conflicts. 
2 . varses 10-15: thO ~.ard of loyelty t~ JGhvch j Phfnenas, the 

grandsm ot" .Asron; tho is.eronic prl\lSthood is establish3d by 
descent -- p~st-Bibllcnl . 

:5. Nota verses I b-I8; tho memory of this conflict collld MNr die 
Ollt . 

B . Numbers 26 
1. verses 52- 56 ; .equity 
2 . :.t.<>rk the int~resting biogrr phlcal n1to in verse 59. 
3. varses 63- 64, the edit~riAl cottcluaion of the census. 

VII. N~nbcrs 27, also Numbers 36 j nncient fominism . 
t. N1.Woars 27 :1 2- 23; J oshun is to succeed i.loses. 

Numbers 27 : 18 nnd 23 . tho l~ying on of the honds . 
B. Nt~bers 36;8: nn intere~ting stctute in l~ ownership; cf . Lev . 25 : 23 
C. JJumbe rs 3Q; w<Jmt':n I s vows. 

VIII .h liumbe rs 31:1-27 ; bol,y wnr against llidil\n 
Numbers 31 :S: th~ d~!!.th of Ba.larun . 
Note VGrse 27: too division of th~ booty; probably thUtfll:rmy back 

home" he l pod to vdn tna Wlr j; Dnvid .... s of the some m.ind 
(~ Sam. 30:24-251 

B. ltumbers 32: I - 52; erplt:i.:ting how it hrppans that Israell.tes 
dwelt in l'rans-Jc rd£.nie . 

c. .N1Ill,bera 3S 
Hote verse 2 . 

bumbars 33:50-5&; .... s on na.tivo Oamu n1tish daft.ids. 

D. Nucbers 35: 9- 34; citi~s of refus~ ; the law of asylum versus the 
t;.venger 01'" ttE o .. o.:>d . 
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Outline XVII 

BIB IE READIN(O'; FOR THE /lEEK 
(I) II Kings 22:1 to 23:25 as an introduction, and then ~uteronomy I. 
(2) lleuteronomy 2 and :; 
(:;) Deuteronomy 4 aDd 5 
(4) Deuteron""l\' 6 and 7 
(5) Deuteron~ 8 and 8 
(6) Deuteronomy 10 ani II 

!. Introduction. The name o~ the book of Deuteronomy is derived from the 
Septuagint, and means tI'::'econd Law" (or Second law-giving). a 
mistranslation of the phrase "f\. cop.}" of this law" in Deut . 17:18 

The Hebrew name of the bOllk, ''Debarim" (Devarim), 19 derived from the 
second Hebre. word ot the Hebrew text of the book. 

Note that of the five books of the Pentateuch, only two, Ge!.Lesis and 
Numbers, have Hebrew names which are tralY descrJptlve of their 
contents, I.e. Bereshlth (in the bdginning. i.e . ~nasis) 
6.nd. Bemidbar \In the ';Uderness , i . e . ;Iumbers) 

II . rbe date of Deuteronomy: (I) Hezakiah's reign, approximately 72b-715 
B.C.E.; discovered during Josiah's reform, b2I ~.C.i •. 

ThO 

(21 Tho! work was written and. "diacoNred! for the first timd in 
too r,Jign of Jos ish. b21 B.C • .E., fOl" the purpose of IlffoetiIl8 the 

reformation of Josiah 
second. bJ'POthU81s is tilo 
tenabl~ , by far. 

g.:n.:rally- accepwd one I and tbo mor") 

III . Deuteronomy I, 2 and. 3 constitute a gen.;ral introduction to the Law 
Book,gh1ng tho history of the wanderings from Horeb. 

1. T~ nnrrative in principally E tnote Deut. U:6. wherd Horeb is the 
mountain of God's rovole-tion; wnoreas J 9.fld P state tbat this 
mountain is Sinai. 

2. Not~ tne style of the book. and how dirr~ront it is from the previous 
books I Iltld. how unlike J, E or Ji!. 

IV. Tho oontin\llltion of the narrctivo ~1ltIut.;ronClfU3 2 and. 31 
I. Note the fridnd~ f~clings toward Esltu (Edom, Deut. 2:4-6; cf 

Numbers 20;2)-211. Hc.tred towerds Edom daM-s from tb.1 Exile. 
2. Tho raviaw of th.l wn.nderings is concluded in Deut. 3 
3. Note the proycr of lAoses in !Sut. 3 ; 23- 25; therd is no pa.ra llel 

to this in thd other sour~e8. 

v . The important contants of Daut. 4 r.nd 5 
~. 4:1-40: the exhort&tion to obey the Low end an appeal to p~st 

experience; ty.pical~ D. 
B. 4:9-28: a strong plea ag&inst idol~ tr3; note especielly tha 

insistence in vorsed 12 ani 15 tNt no form of God ~s s een, 
bot only a voice ~s h~nrd. Would you ~think that this 
InsistGnc~ was repented for t~ sake of contra~icting and supdr
sading n previous belief to tno u:ffect t oo t the form of God 'C!S 
llnd could btl soon? --

C. Deut. 4: 13: thO first use of the t<Jrm "Tlln Coamc.ndment8" or, in 
Hcbruw, "Ton \fords" {C18orath hadobarim} 
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D. te~t . 4:41-43 ; brief repetition of tho idea of tho Three Citios 
of 3efugp (cf . NQmbors 35:9-14 and ~out. 19: 1- 10) 

:::. Tha Deutoronomlc version of tlh: Ten Coau:a:.ndUlents , Deut. 5: Ib- 18. 
Note tho high dominnting rQligious spirit in ~ut . 5- 11 . 

Compara DeutlJronomy 5 with tho other vorsions of the individunl 
ccmnr.nd.':lcnts. in ';;X. 20 : 2- 17 . 

VI. Tho SOOs:lw., Deat. 6:4- 9. Vallse 5 Indicfi tes thll.t tho lova of God is c. 
re liglous duty . 

Why Is this pn88~ge only in D, and in no other pert of tho rontctouch? 
Cf. Hosoa 11:1, 4; 14: 5 - - the influence of Hoso~ on D Som~ 
Rib~ical critics believe thr-t th~ frr~o-work of D on which the 
D wIitors added w:!s orlginc.lly an E dooument imported from th3 
llorthern Kingdom , r.nd greatly influenced by Hoser . 

VII. Deut . 7:6- 11: t~ idea of tho Chosen People; this idea weB dOVJlopod 
efter D; cf . Isniob 41: 8 ; 44: 1- 2 . 

Note in verse S tha t not only is Ier!l.lJ l to love God, but Cod loves 
Is~el . This Ideu is tully daT~lopcd in Bosee 1- 3 . 

VIII . Dout. a, th~ recalling of God ' s ol ossinga in thr prst, rJnd Q 

warning for the future. 
Nota th:..o rCm.:lrkGblo 1d.)£\ in vorso 4 , r.3per.tJd in Zechn r 1eb 4: 6 . 
In V<.irscs 7-8 mt.rk the dascrlption of" tbJ lllJld nnd its products; 

\c.s this litorally truo. or Co poet1cr..l ax.c.ggerc.t1on? 
Deut . 8:11-18: concoption of Cod's powers; note varse 17. 

IX. Tna warning .:lgtoinst self- righteou5.n\:Jss , Leut . 9, Noto pflrtlcul' rly 
verses 4- 6 . 

In V;3rso 8 ct. SJ'q.; tho lioldcn Ctll f episode rcpeeted in retrospect. 
The JE version of this opisode is 1n ~~odus ~z to 34. 

X. Tho new tablets of tt'aIJ In ... And the Ark , n..tutoronom,y 10 . 
c:r . Dout. 10:1-4-l.7ithEx. 34:1-4. 
Thero 1e Q CMI"".ctcristic D exhort: tion in verses 12-21; cf. 

verse 16 with Jaromlnh 4 : 4 . 

Xl. The second proragraPh of tho Shema, Deut. 11:15- 21 . 
Dout. II ends the s3riaa of historical rnd horte_tory introductions 

to tho Book of' L~."s. 
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B IBli:! iCADWGS FOR THE \/EEl;. 
(I) DGuteronom.,v 12 
(2) ~uteronomy IZ 
(3) l.Ieute ronoca.y 14 
(4) Dcutaronomy 15 
(5) ~~uterono~ 16 
16) DJutl3ronomy 17 . 

p • . II 

I . A. The importZlnt lrw of tM single sllInctUl\ry (contrcl so.nctu."ryl, 
Deut. 12: 2·28; this Inw is found on13 in D. E expressly 
sanctions {l pluralit,Y of dtars lEx . 20 : 24) 

B. Deut . 12 : 13- 19: the reatetcmont of this 11 w. How would you 
cxplein this chr.ngo from the plur-:! to thG singulr:r? 

C. Dcut. 12:20- 29: peruitting tho s!c.ughter1n8 r.nd er.ting of animals 
ct places other thr.n at altars ; this law follows inevitcbly 
upon th3 lew of thJ one alt..'lr . Wh,y? 

D. J.to.rk Dcut . 12:2~ i cf. this 1;"Iith lev. 17 : II- 12 nnd Gen . 9:4; both 
th'Js e b .ttc:r pnssngcs (:Il'C P 

E. Nota verse 31 : against hwnttn sc.crific3 ; cf . Jerami!'h 8:31. i'/h:1.t 
would you soy us to the fRet thnt human sccrifice is prohibit~d 
so oftQn in the Bible . ~nd in SQcb late SOQxces os D? 

II. Three S tn tutcs c.gsins t the worship of' 0 thor gous, Deut . 13: 
A. Deut . 13 ' 1- 7; F- 190 pro,hOts; note versos 3-4; mirnclc.3 eN no 

proof of tru.th . 
B . Deut . 13: 7- 12 : advic~ agninst being enticod to follow aft~r other 

gods; how wou.ld b...: regord sllch advice today? what does it sr;y 
about Abrchamic monotheism? 

C. Dcut . 13: 11- 12 ; capital punishment prescribed for religious 
npostnsy . why? Did any other church neve the sa~e penalty 
for this ch.. ... rge, end. ..nan Ilnd ..me re? 

D. Daut . 13 : 13-19: Herem {excoQCunlcation. or pdrheps ev~n ~ more 
serious, ('. capi tel pWlishtnant( (Herem is ,.lso frequently 
tr~ .. nslu ted. LS ban , raligious bnn) prescribed for an npost . .,te city. 

III. Dauteronomy 14 . cont.~ ining st3ver{.1 important id.;tls . 
J. . Deut.I4 : 1: the Isrr.elites as tha S-O.n9 of God; cf . M3ll.t. I : ~l, 

wher~ the nation is the son of God. Th .... :t is , of course, purely 
nn Isr.:..clitc-or,dc notion. This idoe is foum so often 
in tha Old res trunont th:.. tit was el~sy fa r the \1ri tcrs of the 
!lOVi Tostament to find it ther~. 

B. Deut. 14: 1-2: the prohibition of certain rites for the de~d , end 
why; cf. Lav. I~-29. 

C. Deut . 14: 3- 20: Koshdr fond Terufnh aniow.ls rnd "fishes; cf . love 
II : 2 - 23 with this pr.ssagil. why the ropeti tion? 

D. ~ut. 14: 22- 29; Laws concerning the tithes ; cf. Lev . 27;30-33 
and Numbers 18 : 21- 3.::: . 

IV . Laws concerning the seventh ye6r, the yacr of rele~so . ~br~w 

"Shami ttah" (Dau-toronomy 15) . 
A. Verses 1- 4: remission of debts ; only in D, and npplicablo onll' 

.' 



p . 32 

to Israelites . This law was later abrogated oy Hillel , for 
the reason sta&ed in verse 9 . 

B. Verses 12-IA: remission or sayes; cr ..... :1 21 : 2-6; Lev . 25; 
3~-40 . D has no law reqllirin6 that the land 11e fallow in the 
,year of release, as has the Holiness Code '-un. 25;2- 7 ; 
cf. Ex. 23 : IO}. ihy? 

V. The three important pilgrimage fesUva.ls , Deut. 16: 1- 17. 
I . T.heae three pilgrimage festhn!s were Passover (Hebrew 

Pesach), the Feast of Weeka (HeDrew, Shabuoth), and the 
Feast of Tabdrmcles (Hebrew, Su.kkotb) 

2. !iota particularly Deut . 16 : 20 . 
3. Mark well the pro.llbltlons of the Asberah and the pillar in 

Deut. 16: 21- 22. The Asbe~ WCB « pole or artificlel tree 
set up ~longslde the sanctuaries · It eympolizes the fe~nla 
del t,Y; it is identified with tho Babylonian "!shtr..r" 
.t(A8t~rte)I' In tllli pl u.r!ll the word. occurs both o.s mD.9culine , 
Ashurim , and feminine , Asharoth. 

4. Tne .illllar lHebrew, ltatzabah) , 1s an obeUsk or st"Ulding stone . 
erected in the 9.:tJne WI'-Y aa the ASMroth; it w&.s the embodiment 
of the mascu.line deity . Originall,y both j,ahera.h and Mr .. tzabah 
wer~ connected with phellic worshiP. with rites ~d~ling with 
the fertility o~ the lMd.. E'un to@y tombstone9 ere called 
Untzeboth in Hebrew. 
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--------------
OUT LI HE XIX 

BIBLE READll'CS FOR 'i'Hli: 'lE!:K: 
I I) DeuteronDm¥ 18 
12 ) Uau te ronomy 19 
(3) liouteronom,y 20 
14 ) Deut.Jronomy 21 
(5) Dou taronomy 22 
16 ) Dellteronoruy 23 .,00. 24 

I. Deut. 17. various laws and religious prohibitions. 
A. VareGe 2- 5: no'W tho strict It-'ll' :..gainst idolatry. e.nd the driltld 

pdnnlty ctt=.che<1 to it . WMt dOO9 this ;l!l.Ssllgo prove rcgurding 
monotheism 03Villl in the comparntlvel,y late days of the composition 
ot the book: of Douteronomy'? 

B. V,Jra\ls 6- 7; more tl'r.n one witn3ss is required in cases involving 
the death P3Mlty . Vers;) 7b gives tne motive for tha d;;seth 
pdD.'llty. "#h:".t would our raL'ction to<1ny. &von 89 Judnlem ns 11 
religion. b::t to C!.9 ... S of !do!tl.tr,y? 

C. Noto in particular versos e, 9 nnd II: tho Court of APPJE.le 
aeel'!l9 to consist of priests , UJvttvs , nnd a l~y jlldgcJ; cf . 
II Chroniclel3 19:8- II. 

D. Nato verses I4:20, d~aling with tha cholcJ o£ r. king; this is a 
retror.ctlvc moral'RJ.rning j there hc.d b~en kings in Isr"'~l 
Qnd Ju.dnh for mnny dec: da9 bofore this pr:.ssr.ga w::lS composed. 

E. it'trk Tarss 16: nota tn:. associ<::tion bot1liOon horses !Uld. ::gypt. 
Hor~es seem to ~ve b~~n introducad into Palcsti~ by the 
I:gyptians , who racoived tham f"irst from the Hyksos . \'inr.t .: 
was the cottman mount of the Hebrews thon, or mounts, I'm for 
~ yaara th~r~cfter , too? 

? Versa 17: is this a l"Oference to Solomon? cr. I Kin8S II:I. 

II. DGutoronomy 18: 
A. Varsos 1- 5: priests and Lovitos live by manns of the off:rings 

mAd~ to God . They gut parts of cartain secrifices for their food 
B. Varees 9-15; ~gainst divination. You can seo how mcny of thu 

l::.ws am prohibitions of tba .?cntateuch cc.nnot possibly be 
kept todc.y , beca.uso of thoJir thoroll8h obeololterwss. But this 
is only quite- naturr.l. 

C. Verses 15-22; the old theology gots its idoa of propbacy from 
this pc.ssage (cf. Acts 3:23). 

III. The Blood Aveng.Jr and the Cities of Refuge, :n..:ut..!ronom,y IIJ (m.:lotionod 
.:lrendy for the third time in the .?ontatou.ch) 

A. Verses 1- 13: laws d~nling with unpramuditated murddr , the nVungpr 
of th..; blood, end tho citi ... s of refuge, !.s woll ~8 tho punisLawnt 
of ~!.th tor pramoai~tcd murd~r . 

Note t~t t~ citiQS or r3fUgu wor~ only for mQDsl~y~rs , those who 
killod 90rsons r.ccidantQlly or unpromeditatadly. 

B. Versos 15-21: nota again tha le.w chout false witnesses. Coilld 
modorn justica usc 8omot .. ing like this l~. toda,y? tfb¥? 

IV. Judaism C'.nd Jnr R<3gulations, Dautaronomy 20 . Dop.ling with tho 
cond.l1ct of war by tho Isrr.oli tos. 

A. Dcut . 20 : 1- 9: examptlons from s~rvl~s in wnr . ana or thasG 
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OXOIIlpt i ons wns recognized in the World ilQr. '.'Ihlen? 
B. J.brk verses 10- 11; offers of pa~_ ca to pro cede !lctusl bc.ttlc!. 

W~8 this law observed? What is here meant by pe~oe? Surrender? 
Note that beret tho right of thO Isrc.olitaa to make wnr is 
takon for granted. Are c.ny possible causes for -tba making 
of war mentioned hare? 

C. Verses IY and 20 prohibit the destruction of fruit - tress . 

Vcrlo119 lAws dealing with women Cf_ptured in Wlr , collective rcsponsi 
billt-~~ for Wlsolved murde r s, punishment of chl1dNn, etc . 
Deuteronomy 21 . 

A. Deut. 21 : 1- 9: Cormn~.l responsibility for an untraced end unsolved 
mu.rder, and the me thad by shieh it is to be expia tad; in rlebrew 
called tba Eglr.h l..rufUh coranoll3' ( th9 C9rJmony of tbS breaking 
of the haifar ' s nockl 

B. Verses 10- 14; the treatment of women cr.ptiVtlS in wer ; and yet 
I! gre'lt adv.:mco OV:lr the customs prevailing in those dC'.,Ys, 
or oven in t~~ ~ddlo agas . 

C. Verses 15- 17 j tho i~iher!tn.nco rights of' too first - born. 'Jhat 
SUrTi7eS of the first -born rignts today? 

D .• Verses 19- 21 . runislu'lijnt of disobadient chlldrOn. How do our 
methods differ? Jhich mQthode arc tha more enl ightened? 

VI . Vnrious ln~ dealing .ith clothing , charlt¥ , divorce , mix~ sowing. 
mixed plowing , cbArg~s or unch&atlty, etc. Daut. 22, 23 and 24 

A. Dout. 2!!: 4, 5, 6, 7, !O and 12 . II1l'!.rk th=S9 verses ; not':! L1 
vel'S') 5 tho prohibition ng~"\inst t;oQc.rin8 too clothes of t.he 
ot~r sex; found only in D. Woaring the clothes of tho oth~~ 
sex &ppenrs to hGve bean ana of the ~!rime cu.stoms prZLctlco:d 
in tha SOXUAl rites of san~ of tho other religions of tho 
times . cr. De~t . 22 : 9- 11 with Lov . 19:19 

B. The le.w of i'zitzlth, or fring3B , .iJlJut . 22: 12 ; cf . with 
Numbers 15: 37-41; not~ how uncloar t~ lew 1s in Deuteronomy. 

C. Dcut. 23 : 16- 17 ; only in D. This law is e gr3C t advereB ovor th9 
m~ra11ty of the day . Hnmmurnbi decreos exactly tho opposite. 
\",:hnt ['.bout during the Un:!. ted States Civil \lnr? 

D. M~rk particularly ~ut . 23:8-9 , 18- 19 . 20- 21. 
Z. Laws ~~liD6 with divorce (Deut . 24: 1-4) 
F. !J;.ws doaling with tbo taking CUld r08toring of' pledges, Dou.t~ 

24: 10- 13. 
G. The impor~~nt lewa of char1ty and ph1lanthropy scattarod 

thro1l8hout this entire chapter. Nota especially D3ut . 
24: 19- 22 ; l'.n entire IUshnDoic end Talmudic 11 tcrature was 
bu.ilt up around and on these few yerses alone . 
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OOTLINE .xx 

BIBLE ~IBGS FOR THE WEEK 
I II Deuteron_ 25 
12) .Ileuteron_ 26 and 27 
13) .lJeuteron_ 28 and 29 
(4) JJeuteronom,y 3,0 and 31 
15) DeuteronO<l\l' 32 
(6) Deuteron~ 33 and 34 

1. Deuteronomy 25. vsrloue laws; 
A. Deat . 25: 1-3: according to rabbinic law, the DU!I1ber of stripes 1s 

never to exceed 39. The stripes were called Malkoth. 
B. Deat. 25: 4.: An emmple of kindness to animals . But why necessary? 
C. The levirate marriage , Deut. 25:5-10; from tbd l.e.tin "levirll. 

meaning brother- In- law ( husband's brother J. In Hebrew the 
husband's brother is called y!bam, hence the ceremony in Hebrew 
is called the Yibbum marriage and the Yibbum ceremon.,y. For an 
ecrly example of this In .. 1n too breach se~ Genesis 38. 

Deut. 25: 7- 10: the Hnlitzah ceremony . in cese the yabD,m refused. 
~e pulling orf of thd sandal . Undoubtedly this l~w represents 
0. refin8mdnt or rnodltietltion of the origimlJ..y inviol:;.te ls.wi 
orlg1nRlly the law requir1ng the YI'bD\ID marrie.ge "9 absolu.tel,y 
stringent , and could not be d1Bragard>ld . 

D. Deut . 25: 13-16; honaat weights I'.nd me~8u.re8. One of tl'a fu.nila -
r:ldntal defocts of mankind evan today_ Are tblre inspt..ctors 
or weIghts endmansurea in ev~~.1 city end county tOdaY1 

E. Deut . 25:17- 19: the rene_l of th\! l'iIcOOII:Ilendation of &ternl!l 
m..tred And enmity 8gzlinst Amalek (the. 1m11eltites) cr. Ex . 
17:14-16 • • e may rast assured that most of the Jews of toda!-' 
have forgottan. i'hare could we find amalekites today , avon if 
~ntod to obsorva this law? Th.::se verses &.ro road in all 
OrthodoJ[ synagogues on the Sr.btmtb. before Purim , which is cslled 
ShO.bbas Zachor (St:bbCth Remem.bar), e.ftor the first Hebrew w'Jrd 
in vorso 17. Hamen the .6~i te, of the 'book of Esther, wtlS 

supposed to b~ a descendant of tho kc:llaki tes through Ag',g (cf. 
I Samuel I5:4 - 32) . 

II. Tho famnus paesoge about tho first- fruits ~nd the tithes of tba 
poor, Deutoronomy 26 . 

A. Deut . 20:1- 11 : the off~ring of tho f1rst-r~its. The prpyar 
accompanying this offering 1s in versos 5- 10. Note in vorse 
5 the phrose "4 wr>.nd.ering hromoen 1mS my fa.ther"; it indic~tes 
beyond a doubt that even the Hebrews were conscious c..nd perru:.;>s 
Qvon proud of their ArClDaan origin. 

B. Tithes for the poor, Deut. 26:12-15 
C. Concluding exhortation, Dcut . 26:16-19 , t,yplc~lly D. Deut . 26;I~, 

" as He hath spoken", 1s probably an editorial refdreDCe to 
Ex . I9: 6 

III. The ),iQunt Coriz.im end !tount Eb~l ceremony, Ia\lt~ronomy 27 . 
• \. Deut. 27 : 1-8: t.he engraviD8 of the In:r. on stones AAd the p19cing 

of these atones on Mt . Ebcl, ond the building or the alta.r 
therv. This pcssaga is elcar~ ~ old passage from the E book 
\lsad by D. The ~ruDllritcn teJ[t rot::.ds Corizim , tha sr.end mount 
of tru Samnritcns . Of course this cb-'.nge WllS mnda by the 
S~. ritans dosignedly. Cf. Dout . 11:29 and 21:11- 14 Note that 
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accordin8 to varse 12, Colr1aim is tho mountain of bleBBing, 
end Ebal toot of the curse, hence the chP.D88 of the &.mo.rl Ulna. 

3. Versos 15-26 are probably by a later hand. Note their 8imilarity 
to the Holiness Code • Lev. 17-26. 

IV. The Blessings e.nd the Cu.raos tor thO Obeervance and Non-obsarvance 
of the "'w, DauteronOlD.Y 29. 

Note the prepondl3rc.nce of the curses over the blessings. Ct. Ley. 
26:3-45: Ex. 23:20-33. Rote perticularlT verses 47-54. Exilic? 

V. The religious discourso in DeuteronO!ll,)" 29. 
A. Deut. 29:9-27, one of the .oat beautiful discourses in the whole 

of Deuteronoaur. Nota: 'ferse 28. 1b.1s mole section Is read in 
thO synagogue on tho lDorninB of Yom KIppur, and is the subject 
of fraqu.ent sannena even to~. 

B. Verse 27 points to the date of this ptLSBaga, and bence probably 
to that of the entira cJlAptor, as Exilic. 

VI. DeuteronOlD1' 50, tho 8.D.ticiDte to tbe terrible curses in .Delltoronom,y 
28. 

A. Jlcut. 30.1-10. eyideDtI1 ,;nlic. 
B. l./eut. 30: n-20; ~be torceOO and. toll1n8 conclusion of the 

discourses. 
c. Verse 14: tba em_sis ot tne idea that God'. word is vcry near; 

cf. oUeut. 417, where God R1aaolt 1. d..scribed as being very near 
to Israel. 

VII. The hat deys of Kose.' llfe and the Appointment of Joshua as his 
Su.ccessor. Deu.to ronomy 31. 

A. These fino.l chtlptars, J)oQ,t~rolloms 31 and. 34, wore originally 
probably not a part of DGuteronClClJ, but of BOale otber work or 
source-book, and were: only rppenda4 latdr by tbe fintll rodactors 
(pcrhops pi in order -to connect the Pontcteuch with the Book or 
Joshua. Othors tate different views. 

B. Deut. 31:2: tha age of MOses; cf. Deut. 34:1 (P) and Ex. 1:1 
C. Deut. 31:9: Moses as the author of tho book; cf. vorse 24 
D. Deut. 31:14-23, JoshutL 18 ch:1rged with bringing the people of 

lsmel into Pa!esttaD. 

VIII. The Song of Mesas. DouteroD~ 32. It i8 a didactic ode, distin
guished by a very fino and rier7 sweep o~ superb poetry and 
rhetoric. 

A. Verses 10-14: the sottlement or thu land is long past. 
B. Deut. 32:15-18: the demoralization of the people because of wealth 

and luxury; this process was repeated in GreecJ, Rome I France 
end dozens of other nations. Both these pessc.ges indict!te that 
tho poem is post~os~ic; definite signs of Exilic authorship. 

C. 'ftle poem ends in Deu t. :32 ~ 43. 
D. Deut· 32:48-52 : MOses is summoned to death; cf. Numbers 2?:12-1~ • 

IX. The Blessing of MOSBS. Deutaronomy 3:3. 
I. Compare this poem with Genesis 49. 
2. This po~ probably dates back to the earlier period of the kingdOGl; 

it is clearly post~seic. Mnny of tbe passages arc obscure 
and corrupted. 

X. The Death and Burial of ~osa9f Deu~ronons 34. 
I. Note .011 verses 10-12 
2. Verss 6: lest tho people worship hie as divine, and make pilgrim

tlgOs to his tanb as to tbc.t of a d.altjr? 
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(1) 
us 

I - Introductory 

A) - Why Study 
1) Earliest H1story of Jewish Peopl 

Ible? - 2) Greate~ook of all time - its 
influences _ 

.. 

3) Ethics, Poetry, Legends, Drama. 

B) - Lenguage - Hebrew 

CDl - Author ond ~ime 
- Structure ;":r 

r) -

- Torah - 5 
Prophets - 21 
ritings -

- First Assignment _ "'emorhe Structure C O(E-------:;)HUnow ho weeks) -
-li0ii.. ~ .. . "! .. 

- Adam I!r. Iy. 
Cain I!r. Abel 
Noah's Ark 
Tower of nllbel 

.--------------

LESSO. II - Coc~let u or Iutrodnctor 
No las gDMut 

- - - - - - --- - -- - - - -- -- -- - - - - - - -- ---

LESSO III - Olass discussion to cover hiatory, ch. 12-50 
~ A ssl"nment - Ch. 22 (sacdfice ot Isaao) .s" •• ~ 

Ch. 3?,S8-&' Joseph ~toryl rltten ~s-

------- -----.----------

LES"O IV - Exodus 

Cl"SS dlscussion:(over '\ chps. 1,2,3 - early life of oses and 
burning bueh.~d nga in class • 

.. Assignment - UW:ii!,~la ues - 7-11 -"lrrosSlng of ed ~ea .. ,., 

-----.--------------------------
L~S~O· V - !xodus (vont.l 

Cl"ss discussion continues - .story of flight {.possible reaalng 
of c-.c. of ed "ea ~ls1 _ 
lIo1nV out necessity or l8W~ .... u.u 
Read in clos8 lQ:l&-20 
(Ten Commandments). J4ent 10n 
reJll!li ingtlntents of Exodus 
(Tabernaole I 



v - EXOdUS (Cant) . 

Assignment - ~::~Ten Comoenaments~ Passa.,;e._ 
, --~ .~ Colden Calt - 32,34:1- 6 

~,"'rl) 7 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

LESSON VI - Le itlC1JS pnd NU!:Ibers 

Class discasslon - nature of Leviticus and Nucbers as books 
of 19ws, '3.na furtt-er account of 40 years ' 
wandering . llead in class d1etary section 

( 2) 

Lev . 11 end diSCUS5t>8 88'S!t.wn1! (pl cc i &) . ~ \ 
numbers 13 - aenort of Spies - 1£ i CIr""f'S'l/ 

d ater out or {eel?» :a.,.~ 

LESSO VIr - Leviticus ond umbers (Cant . ) 

Class discussion _ reaa g of great moral chapter Lev . 19 _4 
, conte,ul'orary application - (...!~U '.\'111.7,118) 
Read priestly benediction. Nuwhers 6:22- 27 in class • 

.,.. A ss1gnment .J1 rlepeti tion resdin s - 1) Ten Comm 'J Deut . 5 :1 - 22 
C ................. 1-4. 2) Social. L~ws - 2.:14-22; .( 0.---- .. ~.. ) 25:15- 16 "'''W ~ rut .,.,-.1 '""":;"" ) 3) ietary Laws - 14 

- ( BOd back ~eQ\s in pre~ . for test) 
,y ....... 

(Test to i~cl~de 5 memory passages) ....... (( ~ ,.., .. " . ~= 1. -•• i • • ;!5"" Y iii ~ o..,hema 6: 0 
L~SSON VIII - Deuteronomy and rest 

~eB.a. in class the 
Tl!8T on TORAH 

--r'ssignment - Joshu!i 

hema; els6 ~8tG Of ~05e5tDeut . 34 
h ... 1"· 

- Battle of Jerich' - 6:2 - 16;20- 21 (~s) 
- Death of Joshua - 24 



hB 1 

L1!S.jQ IX - PRO IIE'l'S - Earlier 

Class dlscussio~ of Detore 0_ ~e~l~er prophets - i . e . six 
hi story books. 

n II _ Wnet is B Judge? .. 
Read in elass the "l'heCle" f! uuges 2 : 11-2311!~f;W/ - l. 

". Assignment - DeborBh Story - Ch . 4 P rec"1s~.,,._ ..... I 
Samson Story - 15:1- 7 , 24 ; 15 : 4- 3 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- -

U:SSO-' x: - Ssmue1 I , II 

Cless discuss ion - origins Q~ k1 gsnip , reaso ns against - reed 
in c lass Samuel ' s O~po6t~ion to monarchy 

'$ &''': 4-22 
uppo s i tio n ve t oe d - 8 u ";aul anointed first 
king - 9 :15-17 ; 10 :1 , 24 
Tell ~bout ~~ l 's r e gn and introduce 
!>avid - 16 :13 

Assignment - ilayld'. fight ith oliath - ~ 17 :4- 11 , 38- o1 {~ 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --

LE<iSON n - Kings I , 

Cless disc~ssion - Tell that II S is continustlon of Dsvid ' s 
expl oit s, leediD ~ un to Solomon . 
Re ad in cl sss Solo on t 5 'remple sermon 
t'he 1)edicBtion"1 K 8 : 1 - 63 and ci1scuss 
function of Jewla~ Synagogue, etc . 

Assignment - ctesd example o~ ~olomon ' s wisdom - 3:1- ~J 16- 28 
,ead ~lijah ' s experience w~t4 God - lA:.~12 

(keg 6 ) 
J , ... • I • 

LESSO. nr - KI -OS 11 

Class discussion - "hat is 'od? - bosed on ~l1jah's "Still sm.ell 
voi ce" . 
{ead ... r.. class the two passsges R'-'Out tbe 
destruction of toe 1. j Rdel 8J1!et north - -2 K 1? : 7- 23 

" (eompS l e ~lth hilosophy of history in Jluges) 
.... "',,~ south - 21': 25 :1- 22\ 
~ .... .n-

~ ___________________________ ~~~~ _____ ;::: ~ ______________________ ~,J~~ 



,,.:,, j LS I , (4 ) 

",--,,--,,n=..I=. - K- S I : ( .; 0 n t. ) 

Assignment - Isai.b's call - Is . 6:1- P 

Iseie.h's iuesl ot Deace - Is . 2:1- 4 {'T .... en 



H- ___ _ 
(1 ) 

,~"'__",,""III - Iseie . 

Class d~scusslon - het is a Pr~het? 
but a morali~er 

Tot a fortune-teller, 

,ead in C less -.. .. " 

" " " 
Assienment 

Mission of Israel - 42:1-8, 49:3,4,6-9 
- Prophetic Concept of True heli~ion - 58:3-9A 

(Et .cs) 
- Reward for ighteouG Livin - 65:17-25 

- Jeremiah's ce~ - J. 1:4-10 
- Jeremiah's vers ion of True religion 
- J. 7:1-28 (write essay on social justice of 

prophets) • 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

LEJ6.N XIV - Jeremiah 

Class dlSCllsston - ~s Pro_ etia aaoept of ~ncia1 Justice 

eed ... n ele5~ 

I.~eed 1n C ass 

Ass! "J1lIlent 

o}e-rate in o-rl toda;y? ·'at beppans to 
refor e~S? 1.e. - .at happened to allaoe 
at Democrotie 0 venUoll? .,~me thing 
be~ ened to eremjsh. 

I_nrlsonment and rescue b7 egllo - 33:0-16 
_ow ceo .. e C $-n- e Q. 8 

ew Covenant - 31:31-34 - C~ of Jeremiah 

Read, .. Ezekiel's 
Velleyof 
( .j:j te 

call 
~ 

31 5) 

- Cb. 1 
OD'25 - E. 37:1-14 (.I1"" ;) 

---------------------------------------

LE.JvO 'r XV ... Ezekiel, ~ose8 

Class discussion - Tell e40ut ~ze lel - mystic) lived at time of 
collapse of SOCiety, we .. t into exile - hed 
vision of hope - Dry Bones coming to life 1t- Palest ne tod~y; modern ~ionlsm. 

Intro(.'loe 'croses - Expl'31n that "Cllnor O

, prophets DO l.ess 
~rteDt than "mejor~. Give theme of" ou 
of Love." Tell story of unfeitbfnl wife end 
unfaithful Isr.el. 

1e.d .n elss. - God's love of Israel - I. 11:1-9 

Assignment - ae.d - .het a Desires - 6:4-6 ( f" ftli4f .6) 
Restoration of Lend - 14:2-9 



(3) 

L'>SSc" XIX - ITRITIllCS - Psums 

Class discussIon - Indicate that we are enterlnl!'S on Tilird greet 
section , ~nTL GS ; Psalms one of most 
imnortant Dooks - 5 sections to mgtch 
Pentateuch , etc . - ry.vid as Harpist and Autnor . 
ALl types of salms - whet type was Psalm 121? 

lead in Cless 

ASSlghJnent 

- Psalm I - R ghteous .cd 1cked 
6? - hanksgiving 

13? - Zlon 
119 - Llter ary type - style acros tic 

- Proverbs - ch . 22 - pick out five pr overbs thet 
appeal to you ~nd indlcete why (in writing) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --
. w·sc'pae;:lboiJi?lI! 

L"'.: . . r LX - Proverbs , :ecles ieste s 

Class discus on - On Ch . 22 , ret} in _ so e o:f home ark pepers . 

Class Reeding - - Pro Ch . 4, on i sdom 

Assignment 

L1':S::lON XXI - JOB 

- Pr o 31:10- 31 on Women of Ve l or 
Int roduce "" ccle s iest es an dread. E . 5 : 1- 8 
"Everyt i ~ He s its Ti e. " 
1+9 - n~ro tbi.ng New nder SUn 

Class Discussion - TeLl story of Job - greet drama 

Cless 'leading 

Ass1gnment 

- Sese ss psslgned homework , plus epilogue, 
ch . 42 

- Discuss 'l'1.eme of ,FF ~ ... G 

- Bead and ~~ Whole book of Suth 
• ( !8Jo~1:16-18) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -



( 4) 

L~S~O~ XXII - Ruth 

Tell Story in class -

ssignment - Read and »F! ~S book of Esther Sr;-:-

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

L~S30N XXIII - Esther 

Class Discussion - Tell Story 

Assignment 

- Di scuss Anti -~emitism (especially impmicstions 
of ~ : 8) 

- uanie-l in Lions ' Den - D. I,,;h . 6 {J.lt'C~j 
- Test in to 4eeks ••• reao t roueh notes a d jot 

down uest10 s to e sske te~cher in next 
week t s review . 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - -

LESSON XXIV - Deniel 

Class Reading - Hondwritinf0n all - Ch . 5 
Review - ~ questions 00 all things unclear . 

fi ..... ...,.Return ,,11 1IlioJ. s which have been collected 
duri~ yesr in individual folders - and let 
these be used as preparation for ri~al 
Exam. 

L~SSON XXV - l!' IN L EX:A M 



( 5) 

LES-CfT ~ - ~-::'ISe'.ll A-'lOS 

Class r~scllssion - Introd.I.Ce .Amos - aescrlbe him 8S greetest 
prophet of socisl justice - "God is Justiee" . 

'lead in Oless 

" 
" .. .. 

.. 

Assignment 

L!LGON XVII - Jonsb 

.. .. .. 

- Call Jf A~oa - 7 :14- 15 (Reiterate fact that 
Prophet speaks through morel compulsion , not 
ss 8 p!Or~ss.onel) . 

- Transgressions of Israel - ! . 2 : 6- 8 
- True Re1ilion - 5 :10-15; 21- 24 
- Final Optimislm - 9 : 14 , 15 (compere with Hosea ' s 

final optimism which wes assignment for 
todsy) 

- ,,'" .aa" ~rue "e11.,;10n (Amos - 21- 24) 
- Reed Book of Jonah (write ~ 

Class d .... SCu5sion - Tell story of J"oneh .. IU pe s 8 eof'h! pIcci s .. 
Empbasi7e Theae Of ij Iversel and Compassionate 
God - e9Y,<!oia ~7 lest tr.o verses . 

AS3icnment - ~~14r :.cah - 6: 6- 8. Greatest definition 
of aelig1 On 

- Prepare all memor y passages and ell s tories 
of' pr ophets , tor TEST .. 

-------- - - - - - --------------------------

L1!:SSON XVIII - Mioah end TEST 

C~BSB discussion - On Micah 5nd his definition of Jewish rlelibion 

Cle 55 Re..ding 

~EST 

A ss1gnrne nt 

- Social Justice - 3~1-4 __ 
- Peace Thel"le - 4: 1- 5 (repet. t iO n of l$aiab) 

- ~uestions - ihat 1s Meant by Soc~el Justice ? 
- WhRt would you do to practi ce 
~ 30ciol Justice if you were PreSident ? -~!!r: .lpe1:zh",:"Iosey j msk :.ucsb 

_ " _ - _, ~ Jg.!.21 -2~ Ij. &-~ 

- Reed end 1'='1 Pa . 121 (FRith ir God) 
!"JIbe!. 23t'd P5.lm. 
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!E!,!PLE 
CONTIRMATION CLASS - LESSON 

EI~ANUEL ----_. __ .. 
SCHEDULE FOR BIBLE SURVEY COUrt-?E 

LESSON: - Introductory 
1) 

A) Why Study Bible? 2) 
Earliest History of Jewish People 
Greatest Book of all time - its 

1nfluences on Books, Paintings, Musio. 
3) Ethics, Poetry, Legends, Drama 

Contents -
B) Language - Hebrew 

C) Author and Time 

DJ Structure of Bible - Torah 
Prophets 
Writings 

5 
-21 
- 13 

!9 Books 

E) Explain Citation System; chapter and verse 

Assignment 
.............. 

- MEMORI~E Structure - Read Gen. Ch. 1-11 
and write synopses of the following four 
stories: - Adam and Eve - Cain and 4be1 

NOah's ;.rk - Tower of Babel 

------------------------------------
LESSON II - Complet10n of Introductory Material 

•••••••••••• 
No Assignment 

------------------------------------
LESSON III - Class Discussion - Cover History: Genesis, Ch. 12-50 

t " • , •••••• '" " 

AsSignment Ch. 22 (Sacrtfice of Isaac) 
Ch. 37; 39-46 (Joseph Story) liritten Synopsis 

-------------~-----.----------------LESSON IV - !Xodus 

Class Disoussion - Cover Chps. 1,2,3, - Early life of Moses and 
burning bush. Readings in Class • 

. . .. . . . . . . . . .. 
Assignment - Stary of Plagues - 7-11 

CrOSSing of Red Sea, 14 (Synopsis) 

------------------------------------
LESSON V - Exodus (Cont.) 

Class Discussion Continues - Story of f11ght (Possible reading 
of one of Red Sea synopses). 

Point out aeoessity of La~ for 
tribes tn desert. 

Read in Class - Chapter 19 - G1ving of Ten 
Mention rema1ning contents 

Comma.ndments. 
ot Exodus 
(Tabernacle) 

'.ssignmen t 
....• , ..... . 

- MEMORIZE - Ten Commandments - Ex. 20:1-14 
Synopsis of Golden Calt ' Story -

32,34:1-0, 17-35 

------------------------------------
LESSON Y1 - Levitious e.ndJ[~~ 

Class Disoussion - Nature ot Leviticus and Numbers us books 
of laws, an d further account of 40 years I 
mlDdering. Read in olass dietary scctton 
Lev. 11 and disouss. 

.;.. siglllllell t - l;umb~rs 13 - Report of Spi~s - (Synopsis} 
20 :2-1. - Ile.ter <'ut of F~o!: 



• 

• 
LESSeN VII - Ley1t1quB and NWffi~e~~ ~Gcnt~) 

Glass Discussion - Reading of great moral chapter Lev" 19 ano 
oontemporary app1ioation. (MEMORIZE 19:17,18) 

Read in Class - Friestly Benediction - Numbers 6:22-27 
•••••••••••• 

.\ssignment - 1) Repetition Readings - 1) 
(to illustrate nature 2) 
of Deuteronomy as a ) 

n second tellingu :3) 
2) MEMORIZE - Shema 6:1-9 .. ............ . , 

Ten Oomm. Deut 5:1-2' 
Soc J.al Law ... -24" 14-2L 

25:13- 16 
Dletary Laws - 14 

Warning of TEST - Hand back synopses in preparation for TEST. 

(Test to include 3 memory passages und all of Torah). 

- - ------ ----- -- - -- - --- - - - --- -- --- -- -
LESSON VIII - Deuteronomy und TEST 

Read in Glass - The Shelll!l; also Deuth of Moses, Deut I 34 ....... ........ 
;.ssignment • - Joshua - Battle of Jericho - 6:2-16;20- 21 

(Synopsis) 
- Deuth of Joshua 

- ------ - -- -~ - - -- -- --- --- - - ---- - -----LESSON PI - 1IfI0PlnTS ~ Earlier 

Class Discussion - Nature of Earlier Prophets - 1.e., six history 
books 

- Uhat is a Judge? 

Read in Class - "Theme of History<' - Judges 2:11-23 
• •••• ••••• • • 

Assignment - Deborah Story - Oh. 4 (Synopsis) 
- Samson Story - 13:1-7, 24; 16:4-31 

-- ------- -- ---- - ------ ----- --- - --- - -
LESSON X - Swnuel hll 

Cl~ss Discussion - Origins of Kingship , reasons agalnst. 

Rend in Class 

Assignment 

- Samuel ' s opposition to monarchy I S 8:4-22 
- Opposition vetoed - and Saal appointed first 

King - I 5 9:1~-1?; 10:1 , 24 
- Tell about Suul' s reign and introduce David -

16:13 
••• •••••• • • • 

- David's fight "'lth GoUath - 1 S 1?:4- 11; S9-51 
(Synopsis) 

---- - ------- - -- - --------------------
LESSON XI - Kinas 1 

Class Discussion 

Read 1n Class 

bssignment 

- Tell that II 5 is continuation of David ' s 
exploits, Teading up to Solomon. 

- Solomon's Tez::.plc sermon - "The Dedication" 
1 K 8:1-63 und discuss function of Jenish 
synagogue , etc • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • 
- Read example of Solomon ' s msdom - 3:1-3 , 16- 28 

Read Elijah ' s experienoe uith God - 1 K 19:9- 12 
(Synopsis) 

-- ------------------- - ---------- - -- -



• 

• 

• 

(3) 

LESSON m - Kings II 

blass D1 soussion - l1ha1: is God? Based on Eli jah' s "Still Small 
Voice" 

Read in Class - Two "assages about 
North - 2K 1?:?-23 

South 2 K 25:1-22 
•••••••••••• 

the destruction of tile lcingdo· 
(Compare with philosophy of 
history in "udges) 

Assignment - Isaiah's Call - Is. 5:1-6 
Isaiah's Ideal of Peace - Is. 211-4 (MEMORIZE) 

LJ!S§pN XIII - Iaalah 

Class Discussion - What is a Prophet? Not a fort~e teller, but 
a moralizer 

Read in Class 

Assignment 

- Mission of Israel - 42:1-6- 49:3, 4,5-9 
Prophetic Concept of True Religion - 56:3-9a 

(Ethios) 
Reward for Righteous Living - 55:l?-25 

.............. 
- "eremah's .Illl - J. 1:4-10 

"eremiuh's version of True Religion - " 9:1-26 
(Write essay on sociol justice ot prophets). 

--------------------------~---------
LeSSON XIV - Jeremiah 

Clos5 Dis9ussion - Does prophetio Conoept of Social Justice 
Qperate in World today? What happens to 
reformers? i.e. - What happened to Wallace 
at Democratic Convention 19441 Same-thing 
happened to Jeremiah. 

Reod in Closs 

Assignment 

- Imprisonment and rescue ot Negro - 36:6~16 
NEW COVENANT - 31131-34 - Core ot Jeremiah 
Row can we change human nature? .............. 

- Read - Ezekiel's eall Ch. 1 
Valley of Dry Bones - E.~7:1.l4 (Synopsis ; 

------------------------------------
L§SSON XV - Ezeki~l • Hosea 

Clas. Discussion _ Tell about 3zekie1 ~ mystio, lived at time of 
collapse of sOQiety, went into exile - had 
vision Of hope • Dry Bones ooming to life; 
Palestine today; modern Zionism. 

Introduoe Hoseo - Explain thqt "minor" prophets no 1e S5 important 
thllIl "major", G1 ve them.e of "God of Love." Tel 
story of unfaithful wife and unfaithful Israel. 

Read in Class - God's Love of Israel - H. 11:1-9 

AssiglUllent 
••••••••••••• 

- Read - Uhot God Desires - 0:4-6 l¥E¥ORlZ8 
Verse 6). 

Restoration of Land - 14:2-9 

------------------------------------



• 

g§§ON XVI - !!gsea, ~2..~ 

Class Discussion - Introduce Amos - Vescribe him as greatest 
prophet of social Justice - "God is Justice', 

Read in Class - Call of Amos - 7:14-15 (Reiterate fact that 

Assignment 

Prophet speaks throu~ moral compulsion, but 
as a profession). 
Transgression of Israel - A. 2:&-6 
TRUE RELIG ION - 5: 10-15: 21-24 
Final Optimism - 9:14,15 (Compare with Hosea's 

finlll opt imism which WIlS ass ignment for today 
•••••••••••• 

- MEMORIZE - True Relision (Amos 5:21-24) 
- Read Book of JOnah (Write Synopsis) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - --
LESSON XVII - Jonah 

,::lass Discussion - Tell Story 01: Jonah 

Assignment 

Emphasize thame of Universal and Compassionllte 
God - Espeoially last two verses • 

•••••••••••• 
- MEMORIZE Micah 6:6-6 Greatest definition of 

Rellgion 
Prepare EUl memory pasSllges Illld all stories of 
prophets, for TEST. 

------------------------------------
LESSON XVIII - !.!lcah and ~ 

Class Discussion - On Mioah and his definition of Jewish Religion. 

Class Reading 

TEST 

Assignment 

- Social Justice - 3:1-4 
- Pellce Th~me - 4:1-5 (re~tlt10n of Isaiah) 

- Q.uestions - What 1s Meant by Social Justice? 
What would you do to practioe 
Sooial Justice if you were Preside 

- ~uotc these passages: 
Isaiah - Hosea - Amos - MiOah 
2:1-4 6:6 5:21-24 6:6-6 

•••••••••••• 
- Read and Synopsis Ps. 121 (Faith 1n God) 
- MEMORIZE 23rd Psalm 

------------------------------------
LESSON XIX - Writings - Psalms 

Class Discussion - Indicate that we are entering on Third great 
seotion, WRITINGS: Psalnla onc of most 1mporta.n~ 
books - 5 seotions to match Pentnteuch, eto. 
David as Harpist IUld Author. 

Read in Class 

Assignment 

All types of psalms - l/hat type was Psalm lU? 

- Psalm I - R1ghteous and Wicked 
67 - Thanksgiving 

137 .. Zion 
119 - Literary type - aorostic style 

•••••••••••••• 
- Proverbs - ch. 22 - piok out 1:ive proverbs 

that appeal to you and indicate ~hy 
(in wri ting) 

.. - ---- -- ---- -- ----- ---- - --- --- - - -- ..... 



( '- ) 
,LE=SS=O",N. xx - Pr()v~rbs ....;C(· i.e: _, Ill .. t~ - - _ .. -*,"",--"~,,,-,--, 

C:ass D18cussl~n 

Class Reading 

Msignment 

Ou :!L. ~~ .lt:h.'!.i g scme of homework papers. 

- PI' .. 3} . j..(\··31 on Woman of Valor 
Intrcduce Ecclesiastes and read E. 3:1- 8 
"Everything Has it s Time . " 
1: 9 - "Nothing New Under Sun" 

.... .. ...... . ...... ..... 
- Job - Chapters 1,2,3:1- 7 

------------------------ - -----------
LESSON XXI - L2.a 

Class Discus.ion - Tell story of Job - Great Drama 

Cl ass Reading 

Assignment 

- Same as a ssigned homework, plus epi l ogue , ch .t2 
- Discuss Th~me of SUFFERING .. . .... ..... .. .. .... .. .. 
- Read and Synopsis ~ho1e book of Ruth 

(MEMORIZE 1:16-18 

- --- - ---- - - - - - - - '- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --
LESSON XXII - Ruth -

Tell Story 1n Class - Compare rhes1s of Ruth to Jonah 
(Friendliness to non - Jeg) 

' ... .... .. .... .. ........ .. 
Assignment - Reed and synopsis book of Esther 

--------------- - -------- -- - - - - - - ----
LESSON =n - Esther . 

Class Discussion - Tell Story 

Assignment 

Discuss .lnti - Semi tism (Especiclly implicati:ms 
of 3:8) 

- Daniel in Lions' Den - ~. Ch. 6 (Synopsis) 
- TEST in tuo ueeks - read through notes and 

jot dorm questions to be asked teacher in 
next \leek' s review . 

-------------- - ---------------------
LESSON XXIV - Dan1el 

Closs R~ading 

Ravieli 

Assignment 

- Handuriting on Wall - Ch. 5 

- ~ucStiODS on all things unclear 
Teacher to return all synopses nhicb have 
been collectca during year in individual 
folders - Wld l~t these be used as prepa.ration 
for final Exam . 

•••••••• ••••• 

- FIN.riL EXliM, including all memory passages 

------------------------------------
LESSON XXV - FIN ,\L EXAM 



• 
I I , 

Lesson 

EXPERllIENTAL OUTLlliE FOR BIIlLE 

, 
1. General appreciation of Bible - importanoe, influence on man, literature, 

art, etc. Signi~icance ~or tod~ - why do we study it? 

2. Composition of Bible - Torah, Neviim, Ketublm; discussion of contente 
of each. Introduction to Higher Biblical Criticism - d,E,P.D. 

3. Gsnesis 1.1-2:4a compared with 2:4b-25 givee idea of HBC. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

Also ch. 3 - Garden of Eden 
7.13 - 8; 9:8-11 - Noah 
11:1-9 Tower of Babel 

Genesis 15:12-18 
18:20-33 . 19.14-28 , 
22.1-19 

Genesis 37.3-36 ; cha.42-45 

Exodus 2.1-22 
3:1-20 

Exodus 12.21-36 
14: 19-:a 
2Q.1-23 

Levi ticns 19: 18 
Deut. 6 :4-9 

14:1-21 
19:21 

* 

5,11-12 
4,12 ; 
5.14-15 
7,10-17 

bin Ideas 
9:7 
5114-15 
5.21-24 

; 2.6-8 
3.15 

Abraham's Covenant 
Sodom and Gomorrah 
Sacrifice of Isaac 

.Joseph story 

Birth of )!oaes 
Burning llUsh 

Passover & Last Plague 
Red Sea 
Ten Comwandments 

Golden Rule 
Shema 
Dietary laws 
lex talionis 

eVils which w111 destroy Is:"ae1 
warning and destruction 
HoW Israel aan save herself 
cont:lict of Amos wi th prid1~a 

Universality of God 
Social Reform 
Proper Worship 

10. Hosoa 4.1-3 
8.13 
8:4 
2:1lJ'1' 
9.7 
6.1-3 

social injustice } 

* 

idolatry - God's Controversy with Israel, 
reliance on kings over these issues. 

famine 1 
deportation _ God' B punisbmen t. 

- Israel Repentant 
6:6 - What God Desires 
2.21-22,25b 
14:2-10 (eap.v.5) 

- Reconcilation 
- Brave New World 



Lesson g. 
11. Conoept of True Worship. as expressed by pr~et81 

Isaiah 1.10-17, esp. TV. 11 and 17 
1 SBmIlel 15.22 
Amos 5.21-24 
Hosea 616 
Kicah 6.6-8 
Jeremiah 7.21-23, answers ~estion in Amos 5:25 
Deutsrono~ 10112 

12. liar and Peac e in the :Bible 

War - 1. 
2. 

a. 
4. 
5. 
6. 

Peace 
1. 

2. 
3. 

War offensivs to God, 1 Chronicles 22.8 
But, war used in punishing, Ezekiel 23124 

a) Summary of all of Jewish history proves thie, Judges 2111-1 
God on side of Israel in War when ehe is 

faithful, Deut. 2012~4 
God is on .ide of right in general, Job 6119-20 ' 
God will dee troy the wicked by war, Psalm 37117,28 
War permitted, evsn enjoined vs. the wicksd, 

Iumbers 31:3ff ; 32:20ff. 

Universal peace the messianio obJective, PSallll 46.10 
a) Peace and gcod syno~us, Psalm 34.15 

God's method of teaching peace is by war, Isai.ah 66.16 
Peace in priestly benediction, BUmbers 6:24-26 

Kilitary ohaplains, Deut. 20.2-4 
Draft exemptions, Deut. 20.5-9 

(Read Y. Joseph, pp. 452-455.) 

13. Isaiah 

1. Life of prophet 
2. Historical Background 740-701 BeE 
3. Main Ideas. 

b Saving Remnant - 6,10 , 7.3 
al Isaiah's Call - ahap. 6 

c Glorious future, Kessiah, - 211-4 ; 11:6ff 
4 Foreshadowing of Christ, acc.to Xian commentators, 7.14, ch.53 

14. Jeremiah 

1. Prophetio call, 1.4ff 
Solitude in life's work, 16.1ff 
Discouraged, 16.10 

2. Argusd against idolatry, 7.18 
child-sacrifice, 7.31 
ethical decay, 5:1 
lack of repentano~, 8.6 

Predicted destruction, 7.14-15 ; 6:6 
3. Prophet ineulted and injured. 

struck in face, 19,14-20.2 
almost condemned to death, 26,11-16 
writings condemned to fire, chap. 36 
thrown into pit, saved by negro, 5814-13 

4. Forced to go to Egypt after 586 BCE, 43.5-7 



~. 

Jeremiah1s source of strength: personal relion, 16:19; 15:16 
Hie belief and optimism in restoration, 51.:17-20 

* New Covenant 31,31-34 
a Inward change, v. 3:3 
b Fellowehip with God, v.S3 
c Intimacy with God, v.34 

15. Ezekiel 

d Universality (aU ahan knOW God), v.34 
e Pardon, v.:34 

1. Visions: prophetic call, chap. 1 
dry bones, 37,1-14 
Joined sticks, 37:15-17 

2. lIain Ideas: . , 

a) Every man responsible 
God hae no favorites 

for own fate 
l8:2lrf 

18:1-4 (cf. Deut. 24~16l 

b) Prophet is a watchman of righteousness, 33,1-20 

LimitationsL gave centr&l place to temple cul~u., herein differed 
from ~B, Hosea, ~eremi&h. 186iahf thought God was 
tr~endouslY concerned ~ith maintainence of physical 
holiness, 42:13-14 1 chapters 40-43. 

Contribationsl 1. refused to accept defeat of Tsrael in 586 as 

16. Poverty and Wealth 

perm6nent death, life would come to dry bones, 37:1-14 
2. restored nation 39:25-29 
3. Inward regeneration, similar to new covenant 

of Jeremiah, 36126. 

1. Poverty a curse, Proverbs 14120; 15:15; 1914 
Povert,y is cobsequence of thriftlessness and ~azinese, 

Proverbs 10~4; 6:9-11; 23121 Eccles. "10118 
Poverty leads to delinquency, moral and criminal, Proverbs 5018-9 

2. Wealth & blessing, Ps.l44:13-l5; lChron.29,12 
Wealth is result of uprightness, Ps.ll211-3; Prov.22,4 
Wealth is result of diligence, Prov.21:5; 14.23; 28:19 
Wealth is result of wisdom, Prov.24.41 21120; 3.13-18 

Thus, logically, poverty would be a sign of moral 
deficiency, and wealth a " sign of mora l excellence. But the 
Bible departs from logiC, Which is crowded out by compassion. 

3. ·Poor" and "righteous· are synonymous. Ps.140:13-14; AmOs 2:6 ~~ ; 
Po or are on eide of right, opposite the wicked, PB.57.14; 82:4; Job1S,6 
Poor are called God's own people, Isaiah 1,15 
Poor looked upon tenderly by God, Job 36.71 Isaiah 66 :2 
God hearkens to them, Ps. 9:19 

ansWBBB them, Isaiah 41,17 
has pity on them, Ps. 72:13 

4. Rich are criticized, Is.5:8; Amos 3.15; 
for boastfulness, Dent. 8:17-18 
for rudeness, Prov. 18125 
for godlessness, Deut. 52:15 



Several attitudes toward poverty. 
1) poverty ie fault of man hi~el~ - arises from 

ignorance, incompetenc e, ineffici8~~Y, ehlftlecsneas, 
insobrelty, bad habita, bad morals, etc. 

2) poverty is fa~t of eyeteni - all wealth in hande 
of few, low wages, indu.Ui~ exploitation, capitalistic 
profit system, discrimination raoia,l or religious, etc. 

True anewer: probably co~ination of b oth, with second 
ress on predominant in most cases 

Toda,y we feel that poverty ie te,rrible - agree with BIble 
• that it is a curae on individuals and society. Our intBBest 

centered on fact tbat poverty prodtl.ces delinquency, ProT.30,S-9. ' 
Hence, we must dedicate efforts to ramove both causes at poverty. 

Benevolence 

1. Distinction between relief (giving D~neYl and service (case
work, whole modern sooia1 service sY'stem. In Bible - no 
service, all relief. But with great. sensitiveness, Bible 
uses word -lend- and svoide word -give.-

Deut.15,7-8; Prov. 19.19; Ps.~.7.26; 112.5. 

2. ~tive6 - ulterior - diTine rewards for charitableness, 
divine punishment for indifference to poverty, 

Pe.4l.2-3; Prov.22,9; 28.27; 11..25 
Thb I!iOtive might be cri ticized, but. if it promotee gning, 
then it is certainly better th&n no motive at ~ll. 

3. What to give? To Whom? How much? 
Answer always depends on local t'acte,rs - general policy 
should be Deut. 15.7-8. 

17. Bible and Social Justice 

Charity as means of relieving poverty is often 
attacked. Charity doe.n't etrU,e at the roots of 
poverty: it demoralizes the reci.pients. People 
demand, -not chari ty, but social. justice.· 

Social justice zeeans child la'bor laws, hours 
and wages laws, housing, unemplc,yment ane. health 
insu:rance, old-age pesnions. Selina go beyond this, 
and mean, by 80ci&.1. justice, cOlllplete abolition 
of profit system, and creation err cooperative 
econoJICY, with production tor USEI not for prof! t. 

Social betterment bas three siiageSt agitation, 
legislation, education. 

1. Agi tatioD 
a) Exhortation-indefinite, 1e.l:17a; Jer.22:3; Pe.82.3-4 

-definite, 18.1.1'7'1:>; Prov.3l.9 
b) Denunciations, Ezek.22.29; 34 •• 4; Is.3.14-l5; Amos 4,1 

for specific evils. 
depositing of pledgee, Jrob 22.5-6; 24.3-4 
foreclosurs., le.5.8; j[j.cah 2.2 
enslavement of debtors, Amos 2.6 
injustices in law COurt!l, Amos 5:12; Jer.5:28 

• 



2. Legislation 
against taking interest, Ex.22,24; Deut. 23.20 
against taking pledges, Ex.22.25-26; Deut.24.l0-13 
against orooked oourts, Dent.24.l7 
againet false weignts, Deut.25.15 
sabbatical year law for poor debtor, Deut.15:1-3 

3. Education 
Prov.22.22; Zeoh.7:l0 

ideal types, exemplary modsls to be aspired to, 
Ps.15.S; 15.61,1; 11.4 

Tolerance,as part of sooial Justice - Lev.19.17-18 ; Mal. 2.10 
~emocracl, anti-dictatorial, I S&a4 Sllot!. 

18. Labor in the Bible 

Three distinot tyPes of labor. 
1. Proprietor who worke on, or with, his own property. 
2. Wage worker. 
3. Slave. 

1. Proprietor - Gen.l.12-l31 Ruth 3.2; 1 Chron.4.21,23. 
2. Wage workers - prophets oppoeed exploitation and 

non-payment of wages, Jer.22.13; Mal.3.S 
The Law protected workers, Deut.24.l4-15; Lev.19.13 

3. Slave-statuE was as chattel, Lev.27.3-8; Ex.20.14 ~ 
Chief oause of salvery was debt, 2Kings4.l1 Amas2.6 
Bible sougnt to mitigate slave's lot, Dent.5.14-l5 
Slaves allowed to partake of Passover ~eal, Exod.12.45-44 
Lev.25.39-55 - slaves not to be put to death by master 

- slavery to be abolished 

.§. 

- atatuB of elave to be changed 'to wage worker 
Slave to be provided for when let free, Deut.15.13-14 

19. The stranger, "Widow, and Fatherless 

1. Strangere- .. 
to be loved and not oppressed, Ex.22s20, 
guaranteed legal proteotion, Dent.l.16 
given. hospitality, Job 31.32 

23:29; Lev.19.33-34 

2. Widow-
to receive Justioe, Deut.24.l7 
to reoeive gleanings, Deut.24.19; Ruth2.3 

3. or~- . 
to be proteoted, Deut.2?19; Jer.22.3 

20. Health 

Health is God's reward for good behavior and eickness punishl!lent 
for misbehavior - Cronbach. 

Ex.15.26; 23.25; Lev.26.25; Deut.7.15 
No actual health or hygienio laws in Bible, but oertain ohapters 

indicate an attitude toward health - i.e. that it is desirable and 
abould be striven for. 

Lev.ll and Dent.ll forbidden foods 
Lev.13 and 14 boile, leprosy, etc. 

Housing regulation (connected with health) _ Deut.22:8 



21. Recreation and Care of Med 

Recreation 
1. Dancing - by children Job 21.11 

in praise of God. Ps.149.3; 150.4 
at festivals. Jud.21.19-23 
to greet returning warriors. Jud.ll.34 

2. Singing- at weddings. Jer.16.9 
royal wedding, Ps.45.9 
public triumph. Ex.15.20 
victory party, I Sam.1B.6 
anointing of king. I Xingsl:40 

3. Pl~ing - by children, Zech.8.5 

~ 
1. specific commandment of respect for aged, ' Lev.19:32 
2. disrespect is a national calamity. Is.3.5; Lam.5:l2 
3. &e.1de from respeot, care for aged is commanded, Ps.71:9 
4. well-being of aged is feature of ideal world, Zech.8.4 

22. Education and Rehabilitation 

Education - 1. by parents, Proy.l:B, 4.1; 6.20; 13.1; Deut.6.9 
by professional teachers, PrOV.5113; Ps.119:99; 
Ezra 8.16; Neh.B:7, Is.B.16. 

Rehabili tation 
If man is bad he is eXecuted, Deut.2l.1B-21, - yet in 

Mishna this law is cancelled. . . 
Liberation ot prisoners, 18.42:7; 49:9; 61:1, because 

they realized tb.at people could be driven to stealing by 
poverty. Prov.30:9. -

Closest case to modern rehab. is Caiil, who wae warned, 
t h en helped to live a good lifo, Gon.4.1-17. 

23. Psalms 

~. 

Uee Lesson Plan offered in A.L.Eisen·berg, 'Wi tb Singer and Sage', 
Teachers' Guide, Lesson I, pp.50-53. Excellent for one hour • . 
If there is another hour available, use Leeson VIII, pp.80-83. 

24. Job 
Use mfitb Singer and Sage', pp.84-B6. 

Theme - V1liY do the righteous suffer? 
Drama - story of "ob's life and trials; 
Answere - 1. Suffering caused by guilt. 

2. • inflicted to prevent guilt. " 
3.· " • test integrity_ 
4. • leads to understanding of life aDd trut~, 

to improvement in world. 
5. The world 1s a ~stery - we don't know the enswer. 

211. Proverbs 

Use 'With Singer and Sage", pp.1l5-l2l, combining both 
lessons 13 and 14 into one hour, condensing lesson 13. 



7. 

26. Esther 

1. Book of Esther is a historical novel - tell the story. 
(Name of God not used in whole book.) 

2. Book of Esther contains philosophy of the Diaspora: 

NOTE ---

a) D1aspora seems to be permanent thing. Jew can be good 
citizen in land of his adoption. 

b) Jews are united in diaepora by their religion and by 
their reminie·cences of a comment glorious past. 

e) As a minority, they are bound to carryon an eternal. 
struggle against the JeW-haters. 

The limitations of this outllne are quite obvious. Many 
books of the Bible were left altogether unmentioned. Even 
those which were summoned up for discussion received per
functory attention. 

The reasons for this are equally obvious. The maxi.milm 
time available Was 30 hours. And one of the obJectives · of 
the course was to teach the Bible as a Bocial- document, -ss 
well as a literary and historical work. Perhaps that shOUld 
have been reserved for a separate course, after a tundamental 
knotledge of the contents had been acquired. 

In place of the middle section, lessons 16-22 and 12, -~
perhaps the rest of the Hagiographa, some of Samuel and Ki .. , 
and the minor prophets might be included. This Would also . 
allow for an expansion of Psalms and certain other portions. 
Then the Bocial theme could be treated separatelY, in an 
additional half-year coirse of 15 weeks. 
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TEhl'LE I3!{AZL <lZLI3IOUS SCHOOL 

PRCG.B!)S 3:.u:.'::T 

:"iIG H SCLOCL D ... :; 1t.1T: ~'r 

Teacher ........................ 'C1&38 .........• Date .......... .•. ....... 

HISTOa:Y 
UlaT ErG"GZD n, 

Subject latter, Approach and l'roject Activ1ty . 

Subject 1 tter- Approach 

SPECIAL CLASSES 

Communi ty Organiza t1on, Club Period, rake-up Classes 

~_Ri~-Dlsc1pline Ca ••• (Spec1fy 1f ,ant to ofr1ce)s~.c1al problema 
etc. 



•• 
ISA:O::.h 

Meet the statesman P~o~het, wbo was an arlstocrat trained for pollt1cs 
He was a tbrlceb1essed man because hie e~fort8 were rewarded with 
r$sults, which he lived to see hauuen. Ho had resnoct and 1098 of Jews 
He 1s the Prlnce of the ?Fo~hets who brou3ht the f1re of hoaven to 
eartb. Most fortunate of all tbo Prophets. 
Some facts about his .11i'e 
1.A c1tlzen of Jerusalem 
2.Two ohildren to whom bo gavo the n~~QS ~f sermons, as Amos dld. 

'Swlft bboty, sp,edy proy'. 
3.Preacbed during tbo relgns of fou" or five k1n~s. 
4.Story of the angol wll0 touched hh lips with burnlng stone" to 

make 111 .. pUre, and then bocamo " moutflpLcco of God. 
S.Exl,tcnco of a Second Isaiah, 
6.Nothing ls known about hi" death. 
What he proachod 
1.One God watchos OVer all people., (Btl •• b?d thls bellof, but 

Isalah etrossOd lt ovon more empbat~oal~y.) 
2.·:Asayrlal. tbo stran!; co untry in the Nor,b, bo lIel1 .. vod to be an 

instrumont of God. (The AssJr1,/lJ1--.alc~ino seesaw) 
What moan yo bJ cru.sb1n5 111 1>oopli -0 (Vineyard story) 
And 1!J'1n\t1n!; the face of the poor -~ 

Tb1. exprossed bie opoo~1tloB to ~Sl war Wlth ASSYria wben 
tho Jew1sh P O'>plo needed to practico 1i\lo w""a of God in doing 
right. Only than would Goa aid tho Jo1a a gsin"t Aasyria. 
Noth1~g would be gained by war itself. Assyria w~a too powerfUL. 
Thus For tllou bast 1'l;)rgotten tho God 01 ttlJ salvat.1on, 

And hast not been ",lndfuL of tho roak of ·th, strength." 
:5 .·He oPJ)osod entan~l1n5 alUances. 

(Ton Lost T rlbes) (laying of trlbate) 
4.He bolleved 1n tho (God m1ght destroy Judqa, 

but the G?od Jows ret.rn to robuiLd Palestlne. 
In the end of days thero no mol'e wars. A 11 ttle chl1d 
would load tho wildost anlaals wlthout danger. 

S·The plae;uo on the .\ssyrlans-- a a1'!1l rro~ Go<!. 
6.·51ml1ar to I(oso" ln his ldaa Ilbout blr11dlng and educating a new 

to boliof ln tho .~ys Go~. 

.\n<l ~ 11 t tlo 
2.00"80 to do 

~oecthc:r; 

8c~k justice; o~~essod; 
v1ndlcatoothe orphan; ol .. ad for the wl~ow." 

3. "By r01>ontlng and roma1ning qulot you shall bo do11vored, 
In resting and 1n trustlng shall your strength consist. 

4. "And thoy sball beat tbolr s"ords lnto plowshares, 
And thelr 8poers into =ln3 hooks; 
Natlon shall n9t 11ft up sword a3a1nst nation, 
Noltner shall they learn war any moro." 

5. "Holy, holy, noly ls the bord of hosts.i 
Tbe wbold oart~ ls full of hls ~lory. 

6. "For tb.o vlneYllrd of the Lord of-b.'sta.1S tC:le IUfus .. of brae"l, 
And the mon of Judab His ~lea8ant plant: 
A ndhe looked for JustIce, but bohold o~~esslon; 
Fa" rl:hte?uSncs., but be:Mld a cry." 

7." They sl1all not hurt nor destroy on all My boly mountaln; 
For the earth sflall bo full of the knowl~~.c ?f the Lord 
As tho water covers the sc~ •. tI -
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Lv 1'1 II?' 
B~bl:caJ Pr.~eage8 for Memorization 

/ 

lk.l.1.t'9rol1om;r - vi:4-9 

IIHear, 0 Israel , the l,ord our God, the Lord 1s One. And thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God Vlith all thy heart, and with all thy soul, nnd 
with nIL thy might, Acd these wordS' which I command thee this day, 
shall be upon thy heart; and thou shalt teach them dil1gently unto 
thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou slttest in thy house 
al'!.d when thou walkest by the way, and when thou l1est dovm, and wl~en 
thou risest uP. And thou shalt b1nd them forrA s1gn upon thy hano, 
and they shall be for frontlets between thine eyes. And thou shalt 
\'n~lte them upon the doorposts of thy house, and upon thy gates'·. 

100iah - 11: 2-4 

"And it shall come to pass 1n the end of days, that the mountain of 
the Lord's house shall be established as the top of the mountains, 
and shall be exalted above the h111s; and all nations sha.11 flow unt, 
it. And many peoples shall go and say: .Come ye, let Us go up to th~ 
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; and He will 
toach us of Hi s WHYS, and we will walk 1n His paths'. For out of Zlc 
shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. And 
He shall judge between the nat1ons, and shall decide for many peop1oc 
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spear. 
into pruning hooks; nation shall not l~ft up sword against nation, 
ne i thor shall they learn war any: more II • 

FOal",S - cxxxvii: 5-6 

IIIf I forg~t thee, 0 Jerusalem .. let my right hand forget her cunnlnge. 
Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my month if 1 remember thee not; 
if I sot not Jerusalem above my ohlefest JOY!. 

Uuth - i:16-l7 

/lAnd Ruth said: IEntreat me not to leave thee, and to return from 
following thee; for whither thou goest , I will go ;: and where thou 
lodgest , I will lodge; t ,hy people shall be my people, and thy God 
my God; where thou d1est , will I die , and there w1ll I be buried; 
the Lord do so to me and more also, if aught but death part thee 
nnd me l 

Micah - vi ,8 

"It hath been told thee, 0 man, what is good, and what the Lord doth 
require of thee: Only to do justly, and to love merer, and to walk 
humbly with thy God" . 
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GVIDING PRINCIPLES 

OF 

REFORM JUDAISM 

(Adopted by The Central Q()ruerenee of Ameriean Rabbll. 
at Columbu., 00., May 27, 1-937) 



In view of the changes that have taken place In tbe modem 
world and the consequent need o.t lltatin, anew the teachings 
of Reform Judaism, the Central Conference of Ameriun Rabbu. 
make. the following declaration of principles. It preaenLil them 
not a8 a fixed creed but &.II a III Ide for the procrel.ive e)emente 
of Jewry. 

1. Judaism and Ita FoandaUolUI 
1. Natare of Jad.lllm. Judaism ia the historical rellgioWl 

experience of the Jewi.h people. Thou&'h growing out of Jewish 
Ufe, ita menage I. unlvereal. ah:oing at the umon and perfection 
of mankind under the aoverelfrnty of God. Reform. Judaism 
neopizee the principle of proa:reaaive deve10pment in religion 
and consciously applies this p . Ilcipie to spiritual .. well .a to 
cultural and social life. 

Judaism 'ftkomM aU trDth, whI't.ber written in the pages of 
aeripture or deciphered from tI. reeorda of nature. The new 
discoveries of lIclenee. while replatdrur the older .elentifle vieWl 
underlying our aaerecl Iiterawnr-dOi'ot ecm:fUet with the .. en~ 
tlal Iplrit of religion .. manlfq~ iD the eouecratlon of man'l 
will, heart and mind to the ... rtce of God ud of humanity. 

2. God. The bean of Judai~m and ibl cldef contribution to 
religion Is the doctrine of the One. Uvine God. who rulel the 
world through law ad love. In Him all existence hal Ita crea
tive lource and manldnd Ita ideal of conduet. Though transcend
Ing time and apace. Be ia the irldweWng Presence of the world. 
We wonhlp Him as the Lord 01; the univene and aa our merci_ 
ful FathcI·. 

S. Man. JudailQ1 affirml 1at man is ereated in the Divine 
Image. Hla Iplrit II immortal. IHe 18 an active co-worker wltb 
God. AI a child of God, He la ettdowed with moral freedom an ... 
Is charged with the reaponalbDlty of o'fercomine evil and atriv_ 
Ing after ideal ends. 

4. Torab. God reveala Himself not onlf, In the majesty 
beauty and orderllne&a of nattlre, out also n the villon and 
moral striving of the human I,plrlt. Revelation ia a continuous 
proce .. , confined to no one "roup and to no one. Yet the 
people of Israe1, thrnugh ita propheb and sagea, achieved 
unique insight in the realm of lreligioul truth. The Torah, both 
written and oral, eDl hrinel larnel's ever-growing conaelouaneaa 
of God and of the moral law. It preservel the historical prece
dents, sanctlona and norma of .Jewish life, and leeka to mould 
It in the patterns of goodnesl nnd of holinel S. Being products 
of hlatorical prOCel8el, certain of Its lawl have loat their bind
ing force with the palling of the conditions that called them 
forth. But al a depo!Jitory ot permanent .apirtiual ideala, the. 
Torah l'1!.maina the. dynamic aource. ot the lile of Israel. Each 
age. haa the obligation to adapt: the teaehlnga of the Torah to 
its bale nCi!da in conlonance with the genlul of Judaism. 



6. Israel. Judaism is the IDul of which Israe) il the body. 
Living in all parte of the world, Israel has been held together by 
the tiel of • common history, and above all, by the heritage of 
faith. Though we recol'l1iu In the group-loyalty of lews who 
have become eatnnged from our religioua tradition, a bond 
which .un unites them with UI., we maintain that It Is by Ita 
relillion and for ita religion th •. t the Jewish people have lived. 
The non-Jew who accept! our faith 18 welcome as a (ull memo 
bel' of the Jewish community. 

In a\l landa where DUl' people live, they Illume and leek 
to ahare loyally the full dutlea and responsibilities of citizenahlp 
and to create aeats of Jewiah !knowledge and religion. In the 
rehabilitation of Paleatlne, the land hallowed by memories and 
hope., wa behold the prom laB df renewed life far many of our 
brethren. We aUinu the obJlgiltton of all JcWI'J to aid In Ita 
upbuildlng a •• JewlIh bOlllllant:l b7 .... YOriac to make it not 
ontT a haven of refup f-W the oppreued bat abo a center of 
Jewieh cultu" and .pirHual ~re. 

Throughou' tJw a .. It .... Ibea Jarael'. mlaion to witne88 
to the Divine III the lUI of .vel.,. form of ,.l&DiIm and mater
Ialism. Wa renrd It .. OQI' ldatorla tuk to ~rate with all 
men In the eaiabllahment of the Idncdotn of God, of universal 
brotherhood, justice, truth and peace on earth. Tbis II our 
Messianic roal. 

.. ~;thl .. 
6. Bthici nd R.B,Ion_ b'1 Judol_ HIIg:lon and morality 

blend into an indissoluble un1tJr, SMIdn&' God meana to .trlve 
Il1'ter holine .. , righteousne .. al1C1 goodneu. The love of God '
ineomplete without the love of one', fellowmen. Judalem em
phasizes the kiDllhlp of the h1lDjIo!l n.ee, the .. bctlty and worth 
of human life and penonallty a!nd the riabt of tbe Individual to 
freedom and to the punult of his ehosen voeatlon_ Juatlc. to 
all, imlpedive of raee, eeet or dau ta the Inalienable risht and 
the Inaaeapable obUption of aiL The atate and organized gov
ernment ulat in order to furlb,er these end-. 

7. Sodol JUIUee.. Judolltn aockl tho attainment of • just 
loelety by the application of ita teachlnlfll to the eenoomlc order. 
to industry and commerce, and to national and lntematlonal 
affairs. It alms at the ellminution ot man-made mlaery and 
luffering, of poverty and degra.dation, of tyranny and elave~. 
of social Inequality and prejudice, ot ill·will and IItrife. Jt ad· 
vocatea the promotion ot harmonious relationll between warring 
clauea on tbe bula of equity nnd justice, and the creation of 
eondiUons under which human personality may flourleh. It 
pleads for the lIafeguarding of childhood ageinst uploitation_ 
It champions the cauao ot an who work and of their right to an 
adequate etandard of llving, aa prior to the rights of property_ 
Judaiam emph .. lzoll the duty ot charity, and IItrives tor a social 



order which will protect mea lagainat the matM:r:Ial diubUitiu 
of old Bi'e, Ilebel' and unf!Dlployment. 

8. PMoe. Judaiam, from the cia78 of the prophet. baa 
proclaimed to mankind the ideal ot unl'lVaal peaee. The spiritual 
and pbyaical diurmament of 1111 nations baa been one of ttl! 
.lllantia) teachings. It abbol'll all violence aDd reU .. upon moral 
education, Jove and lf1Dpathy to aecut'e hlUlUlD progt'eI.I. It 
reprda jUltice as tbe foundation of the well-being of natioM 
and the condition of enduring l~ee. It UJ'I'es organized inter. 
natloft&!. action for diaannam81'It, eoUective aeewity and world 
peactl. 

a. Rellllo;... Pradlce 

9. The IWIctou Llf .. ,J.,irlU life la muIIIcl by conaecra-
tion to theae ideM IIIf l...am It.u. fOr fattbtuf participa
tion in the lile of the I .... eb.U..1tIdt¥ .. t\ flnda upreuion 
in home, 8yn...,. aDd ecbool _ill ill aD Ub. apnete. that en. 
rich Jewi.h Uta ... )JIIDIDO&iI tit.. wHIM. 

The Home II .. been and mq,t CCIIItbnae to_ . ~hold of 
Jewish life. ballowed trr the aPJrft of Jov. IIDd reverence, ~ 
moral dlaeiplhle alld TellIioUa ObMrnnee and worship. 

The 8ynagor I. the oldest and mo.t democratic inaUtution 
in Jewish life. It is the prime ej)mDlunal -.eney by wblcb Juda
Ism Is fostered and prenrved. l lt Hnka &lie Jewa of each com
mUDity and unU_ tham with ~~ ImIeI. 

The perpetuation of Jwlaltd ... living force depends upoa 
nlia'louB Imowledae and upoa 1 Bd-.U. of each 1law .en
eration in our rich cultural uil spiritual bmta,a. 

Prayer t. the volca of 1'IIIIIiPoD. the lanauap of faith and 
aspiration. It directs aum,;};1eart and mind Godward, voice. 
tha need. and hopei of the eollnmunitJ, and reachea out after 
goal. which Inveat life with aup:reme value. To deepen the apido 
tual lifa of our people, we muat 'cultivate the traditional habit of 
communion with God through pl~,er in both home aud synagog. 

Judalam •• a"'" .r ur. l'E!qUirell in addition to Ita moral 
and IIplrltual demandll, the pres(~rv.Uon of the Sabbath, festivals 
and Holy Days, the retention and development of such customs, 
symbols and ceremonies as P08Be!l8 inspirational value, the cul
tivation of distinctive forms (,f religious art and mUBlc and 
the use of Hebrew, together with the vernacular, in our wonhlp 
and instruction. 

Theae tlmelesa alma and id~:als of our faith we present anew 
to a confused and troubled worM. We call upon our fellow Jewa 
to rededicate themselves to thero, and, in harmony with all men, 
bopefully and courageously to continue Israel'. eternal queat 
after God and H1a kingdom. 
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_bat l,U ~eform ,Jubai'um1 
By SOLOMON B. FREEHOF. o.D. 

RELIGION in its organized (orm tends to become can· 
servativt. Among its molAY functions is the: vit31 task 

of keeping alive: the spiritual traditions of the past. The 
memory of noble pcraonalilics, the great words they spoke, 
the doctrines they de\'dopetl, nrc preserved by organized 
religion in sacred writings and revered obKrvances. It is 
the (unction of religion to store up the living waters of Ihe 
ages of inspir'llion in order to quench tbe thirst. DC Inter 
eras of spiritual drought. Organized religion, being justi· 
liedly conservative, is naturally suspicious of innovation 
and reform. It rarely happens, therefore, that religious 
re£orm:llions originate with those who are hurdened with 
the responsibility of preserving religious trnditions. Buddh3, 
who rdormed the religion of India, was not 3 priest but a 
seculnr prince. It is hardly conceivable tholt n Br .. hman 
priest would have conceived or nd,'ocated the reformation 
which Buddha achieved. Confucius was a government 
official. Mohammed was a camel driver. The grcatest 
fonvard step in ancient Judaism came not from the priests 
at Jerusalem whose indination and whose duty it was to 
m3intain the tradition o{ the p3st and its observances, but 
from "outsiders"-the prophets who generally had no con· 
nection with tbe official maintCflance of the faith. 



Thus it is not surprising that the reform movement in 
Judaism, which began at the end of the eighteenth and the 
beginning of the nineteenth centuries, was primarily " 
movcment of the laity. The rabbis, erudite scholars, were 
imme~d in the vast maze of Hebrew learning :lnd de
voted their sel(,s;Jcrificing energies to the m;Jintenance of 
Jewish tr:lditions agninst all the forces of a changing and 
unpredict;Jble age. BUl Jewish laymen, being men of 
affairs, were not confined to the ench:lI1ted garden of Tal
mudic lore but were in constant conl:l.ct with the new age. 
They realized more than the rabbit could possibly realize 
the vast auJ( Mlween Jewish tradition and the actualities 
of life in the changing era_ To the ment tbm the r.lbbis 
appn:ci:ltc:d the contradiction between the environment and 
tradition. they would naturally insist that the life of the 
Jew in the modern world must be made. to lit the require
menu of tradition. The laymen naturally concluded that 
the Jewish tradition must be modified to fit into a chang
ing world. Thus it came about that the laymen were lhe 
pioneers of the Reform Movement. 

Israel J"robson, a business man, founded a modern re· 
Iigious school in SeCJen, Westphalia. He built the lim tem
ple containing an org,lIl. He :Irranged a service ritual in 
which German hymm (Ind German prayers were added to 
the tradition .. l Hebrew. He conduCled the fim confirma
tion class. Later, when he moved to Ikrlin, he came in con
tact with the other pioneer layman of Reform, David 
Friedlaellder. Friedlaender) just as Jacobson did, founded 
a school in Berlin, ill InS. His father-in-law provided the 
building. He wrote modern textbooks Cor children. So 
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popular did his school become th:!t similar schools soon 
arose in other cities in Germany. J:!cohsoll :!nd Friedbendcr 
together founded a Reform Temple in Berlin. They col
labor:tted in writing a prayerbook. Jacobson delivered ser
mons in Genn.lIl. In 1817 the Temple was dosed by the 
Prussian government because of the complaillls of lhe 
Orthodox group. Another sYl1:lgogue. founded in Ikrlin 
by Jacob Hen Beer (the father o( the l11usician, Meyer
beer), lasted until 1823 when tne government dosed if. As 
:1 result of the consumL opposit ion of the Prussi:1O govern
merll the hlymeR turned thew ellort$ to Hamburg :!nd 
Ihere the new temple waS dcdicJtcd in 18tH and 3 Reform 
prayerbook used. There, tOO, it was necess.1Ty 10 defend 
before the Senate o~ the City of Hamburg the right to re
form Judaism. The influence of the: Hamburg Temple 
spread and similar temples were built in other cities. In 
other lands, too, the beginning of Reform was clue to lay
mell. In CIUlrleston, South Carolina, in 1814, a group of 
members of lhe congregation petitioned th:!t the Hebrew 
prayers be re-read in English. When the pelition was re
jected they founded 0. Reform Congregation. Many of the 
historic American congn::gations (e.g., Emanu-EI of New 
York, Har Sinai of B:lhimore, Sinai of Chicago) began as 
lay societies. 

These pioneers exerted a permanent influence upon Re
fonn Judaism. Many of the innovations which they intro
duced became p:m of the standard practice in Reform 
Congregations. The laymen were responsible for the first 
modernized religious schools and for the development of 
the ceremony of Confirmation. They were the first to mod-

s 



ernize the prayerbook, to deliver stnnons in the vernacul3r, 
:lIld to establish Reform temples as indeJXndent institu
tions. It is evident that Reform Judaism did not begin as :1 
theoretic.'\1 system but as a practical procedur~ It was not 
impose!d from above by 3uthority, but arose! spontaneously 
as u popular movement. From the very begi nning it had Iu 

.struggle agains •. autocratic governmcntal authority and 
10 meet the opposition of a cOIl.serv:ttive rabbimne. 

It was not until the eightccMhirties that rabbinical help 
came to tbis w)'man'. tnO\'emcnt for refonn. That rabbis 
could come 10 tbe: aid of such a non~l, non·rabhinical 
movement w;U due to the bet that in Judaism there is no 
sharp disuOClion between layman and rabbi. The rabbi has 
no sacerdotal lIalllS. He is merely .. layman learned in the 
Law. When, Ihem:o~ a gener.llion of rabbis arost, who, 
besides their traditional learning llttained modern secular 
culture, many Qf these new rablllS looked favorably on the 
Reform movement. As 500n as the rabhis began to partici. 
pate in Reform Judaism the progrClS oC the movement took 
on a new direct ~on. 

Under their guidance Reform achieved ill philosophy. 
While the laymen had in mind cert:lin theoretical prim:: i
plcs and philosophic nttiLUtks, they were primarily con· 
cerned with such matters as the use of lhe vernacular in 
the service and new curriculn (or the schools. They were 
practical men and thought pnmarily of practle:,1 methods 
whereby Judaism could be brought into harmony with the 
life of their linnes. The rabbis, however, were primarily 
scholars, the products of a greal tradition. They could not 
lightly sanction (:hanges simply lxc:lusc. $ueh changes .sc:cmed 
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desirable. How eould they permit changes in traditional 
Jewish cuslOm unless they could find in the tradition itself 
Justification for such changes? They could not hrush the 
past aside :.s cavalierly as laymen might have done. There
(are, the great aim of the rabbill:lte in the second phase of 
the Reform Movemelll was to evolve a Reform practice 
rooted in Jewish tT:ldition . Thus beg'lIl the gre:ll period of 
scholarship in the realm of Jewish studies. The "Science of 
Judaism" (Juedische Wisscns!;.haft). the :lttempt to develop 
:l complete restudy of the Jewi~h past by the methodologies 
of modern. scientific. critic.ll study was participJted in pri
marily by men imcr(ned in Reform. ZUIlZ was a preacher 
in the lker Rc:form Temple in Berlin. Geiger was a paladin 
of Reform. Frankel. while di5J.greeing with other reform
ers, favored many reforms. Thus, the scientif.c study of 
Jewish tradition and of the origin of Jewish practice was, 
to a large extent. motivated by the desire to discover which 
dcmenLS of the tradition were permanent and which were 
t"lnsient and changeahle. 

They opposed such changes which could find no justi
fication in a scientific understanding of the past tradition. 
Thus. when certain Iny grolll)! like the Reform societies in 
J3erlih and Frankfurt proposed certain outright ch.mges. 
Geiger and other Rcfonn rabbis opposed them as not being 
justified by tradition. While various laymen in different 
cities made. on their own authority. whatever changes they 
desired. the rabbis solemnly gathered ill confercnce (Bruns. 
wick 1844. Frankfurt 1845. and Bresbu 1846) to debate 
what changes in Judaism were necessary and justified. As 
a result of research and debate they arrived at certain prin. 
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ciplcs fundamental to Rdorm, namdy. that cerl!monies 
wcre not neccss,lriiy ullchangeable, that prayers in lan
guages mher th:lIl lIebrew were demonstrated to he per
missible, thal i!l!itrumcnul music such ;IS the organ was 
permissible on the S,lbb:lth, ;and so forth. 

thd Reform Judaism remained merely a 1.lf movement 
and the process of change a·ruinllcd to be motivated chieAy 
I>y pr'lclical or .. Iesthetic considerations, Reform Judaism 
might easily have hecome " separate sect broken oft by a 
complete change of observ;.nce from the rcst o£ Judaism. 
Hut the Rabbis, heiDg ICholan. kept Reform Judaism paft 
of a religion "hvJys diitinlo'Uillhnl by ICJrning. While most 
of thcir innoVAtioN were cpposed by their Orthodox col
leagues, no one could justly accuIC them of being itte
sp()Ilsihlc and wilful. Beaid<::t, thtouJh rhcir Itudies in the 
science of Jud;usl1l, they justi.lled many of the changes and 
thus gradually dimini3hed cppo.ilion. But above all, loving 
the tradition of Ju(i.till11, they fought hard to k«:p Reform 
Judilism from hreaking away from the cOl1lnlllllity of 
Israd. Geiger insisted thaI: "Every Jewish community is a 
branch of the tOiality of Jud'lism and in all its regulations 
IIlUSt represem tl,e totality •••• Every era in the history of 
Judaism is ;l IMII of its his:ory. The present cannot break 
with the past any more thall any sep:uiue limb can separate 
itself from the hooy." (N.lchgelassene Schriften, I, 205.) It 
IV.IS ilt the close o( a cardu;, scientific study of the .sermon 
in Judaism (G()lt('sdienstiit:hc Vortraege) that Zunz made 
an doquent plCH for the modern sermon in the vernacu· 
lar. The practical Iolymen made Judaism modern. The 
i('arned Rabbis kept it Jewish. 
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, Because of these tWO influences (lay and rabbinical) in 
the early history of Reform Judaism, alllhe chang~s which 
it introduces into Jewish practice must be Judg~d by two 
separate criteria: first, did they help adjust Jewish life to 
the needs of modern times (which was the chief concern 
of the lay pioneers); and second, are these changes justified 
as :1 development of historic Jewish tradLtion (which WllS 

the chid concern of the Rdorm Rabbinate)? Naturally, 
both thac: aiteria will not be found applicable in equal 
degree in every change proposed and adopted. HUI thO$C 
changes which met both criteria most completely were the 
ones which became permanent. 

Both these standards were applicable to the changes in 
the methods of worship. Prom the point of view of modern 
taste it was desirable to short~n the over.Jong services, to 
omit many of the difficult poclll$ (piutim) which wcrc 
written in the Middle Ages, to introduce many prayers in 
the language of the ptoplcJ and to embellish the services 
with a more modern type o£ musK:al accompaniment, vocal 
and instrumental. The 100ymen simply made these conveni
ent changes. The rabbi" howevc:r, beg'lll an historical study 
of the Jewish liturgy, distinguishing its basic elements from 
its later accretions, demonstr:i.ting on traditional grounds 
the right to pray in the vernacular. The Re£orm cmtoms of 
observing seven days of Passover instead of the traditional 
eight, one day of Shabuolh insu:ad of the traditional two, 
and other c"lendar changes were amply justified as the 
original Biblical and the Palestinian practice. 

The custom of wearing a hat at services was changed in 
most Rdorm Synagogucs to prayer with uncovered head. 
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The laymen would have made that change without much 
ado, simply to conform to modern practice. The rabbinical 
scholars took pains to prove lhal this custom was merely 
a custom, that in none of the earlier sources was it looked 
upon as a law and therefore thaI the change which mod· 
ern custom would makc dC3irablc was actually juslifiable 
on the basis of tradition. 

Other changa in the liturgy were based upon social 
principles whose beginnings at least were to be found in 
Jewish tradition. It was easily dcmonsuable, for example, 
th"t the geniUl of lhc Jewilh religion WDI democratic. 
Judaism raised t.be atatUJ of women above that pre· 
valent in the lurrounding l:lJldi in the Orient; it diminished 
the authority of priatsi its rabbis were really bymc:n who 
were scholars, whole talk. were not saardotal but juris-
prudential. Judailm wal the first religious tradition to en· 
courage and provide for universal democratic education. It 
transferred ritual from the Temple on Mount Zion into 
the home, making ill elTect every Cather :'Ind mother priest 
nnd priestess and every table 311 altar at which the temple 
wine libations. shew bread, and inceluc were all used. This 
many.sided tendency towards democracy was carried OYer 

nnd accelerated in Reform practice. Thus, the status of men 
;Ind women was made completely equal. No longer were 
women releg.lIed to a balcony but the family pew was es· 
tablished wherein fathrr, mother, ancl children sat together. 
The runnions of the priest (the Coh.mim, dC$CCndants of 
Anron) which nlready had b«ome merely residu:11 in 
Orthodox Judaism (such a, being C3l1ed up nrst to the 
reading of the Scroll or the Law, being called upon on the 
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holidays to bless the people with the priestly benediction)
all these special functions :lnd privileges were nbolished. 
The priestly benediction was recited by the rabbi whether 
he be of priestly, Levitic3.I, or of simple Isr3.e1itish descent. 
The Messi3.nic doctrint>, which in Orthodoxy involved the 
prayer fur the rcslor:uion uf the dyn:,sty of David, was 
modified, omiuing the belief in 3. personnl MC$Si3.h of royal 
descent :\Od democratized to its essential principle, thc be
lief in the coming of a Messianic age. All thesc. changes 
were justifiable as further e.xtclllions of tendencies 3.lready 
ascmi:,1 in Judailm. 

I n the rabbinical assemblies there w;u considerable dis
pute over many of these changes. The basis of dispute was 
whether or not it would be dangc:roUi to make too many 
changes even dKJUgh t~ might be thmretically justified. 
Too many variations might set aside Re£orm congregations 
so sharply from other ctmgrcsations in Judnism as in effect 
to make them a separ.ue 1CC1.. Upon Utis justifiable ground 
there was great controversy aad ccrt.,in rabbis left the con
ference. But in all Cl5eS the principle which aU the Reform 
rabbis consciously foUowed-whether it would be said that 
they changed too many ceremonies or, as others said, they 
chnnged too few-was that no changes should be made 
that were not justifiable on the: basis of the spirit of Jewish 
tradition. 

Fortunately for Jewish unity the Reform Movement cor
rectly iPuged the tendency of modern Jewish life with re
g.lrd to liturgical and ritual changes. As time: went on 
more and more Jewish congreiPlions, even those which 
were not led by the founders of Reform or their pupils, 
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m,my congregations which would nOt consider Ihemsel ... e~ 
Reform cC.IIlgregations, actually followed many of the Re~ 
form practices. The right to change the liturgy, to shorten 
the service, to beautify It, t'O establish the family pew instead 
of the separate woman's gallery-these new observances 
virtually became st . .mwrd practice 3mong a vast number oC 
congregations, particularly in Americ:!. Thus Ihe aim which 
the rabbinical pioneera in Reform always kept before them, 
n.lmdy, to keep the Refon. Congregations sleadfastly ;a 

part of Jewish life, was aided by the spirit of hislory which 
led other congregations, not described as Reform, to follow 
their practice. Ref oml congregations were not isolated as 
permanemly different (roln the other eongrt-'l:ations in 
Judaism but bcctme pioneer congregatK>nllcading the way 
(or or.hcrs to follow. ThUl, aided by hi.lOry. the Reform In 
Judaism spread until it has become to a considerable extent 
a reform oJ Judaism . 

• The building of a scholarly foundation for the rdorm of 
worship was a great aehie"emenl, but it was far from 
sufficient. It was not only tht old ritual which seemed out· 
worn to thousands of modern Jews, but Judaism itself and 
its fundamental institutions wen: being seriously (lUes
lioned. Much more \Vas needed than merely to beautify the 
5crvice. Jewish thought il$d£ had to be adjusted to lhe 
ntals of the day. The grandeur of its ideals nnd the pcrm3~ 
nent value of its le3chings had 10 be revealed anew 10 

rewin the allegiance of the people. The great task o{ dis
tinguishing th:ll which was permanent in Jewish doctrine 
from that which was deemed tr3nsient and outworn, and 



rc-demonstrating Jewish truth in its essential grandeur was 
likewise undertaken by the rabbiniClI pioneers. 

In the field oC Jewish doctrine the subject which received 
the greatcst attention of the r.tbbis was that of the status 
of the Jew in the world. The doctrine as to the status oC 
the Jew in the world which was carried through the Middle 
Ages by Jewish orthodoxy and which confronted the mod· 
ern Jew was substantially as Collows :-that the Jew was 
exiled {rom his native land because of his sins and he now 
lives under divine punishment; that some day God in His 
mercy will forgive His IXOple and will send His Messiah 
who will lead them 1xIc:k to the holy land, restore them as 
a nation and r~tablish tbe Temple on Mount Zion with 
its sacrificial cult and its officiating pricsts. Thi. doctrine 
of the present Itatul of exile and the future .tatus or rcs· 
toration with sacrifice and priesthood DO klnger had mean· 
ing for large numbers of modern Jews. They lived under 
the aura of the period of enlightenment when nation .. lism 
was not yet a dominant idea. when ~rsonal status, indivi. 
dual rights, individual culture wert: the ideals of cultured 
people. The ideals of the Enlightenment were democracy. 
emancip:ltion, culture, and world unity. It was considered 
certain th:n in a short lime pre1udices and ignorance, which 
divide men, would dis.1ppear. poiitic.'11 di$.Jbilities would 
vanish and the people of Israel, citizens of the various lands 
in whic.h they live, would share ill the advandng c:uillire 
o{ a united humanity. In the light of these exalted hopts 
the old traditional Jewish doctrine of the separotion of 
Israel from the nations, its reconcentration in a far-off land, 
the reestablishment of a sacrificial cuh, seemed meaning-



less and outworn. Hence in the rabbinical assemblies 
speaker after spcilkcr insisttd that Jews had ceased to hope 
for :1 return to Palestine or to look upon themselves 3S a 
permanently scparnlc nation but that they looked forward 
to full citizenship as part of the various nations in whose 
midst they lived. 

Therefore, the old doctrine of the status and destiny of 
Israel in the world underwent changes. These changes con
stitulcd a consistent doctrine although it was difficult to 
root it in the older tradition. There was no doubt that the 
dream of rctW"Oing to Pakstine under Messianic guidance 
and the hope. lot' tbe n:ItOration oilhe sacrificial cult to be 
conducted again by (he ton. of kiron ran II a consistclll 
theme through aU the post; nevenhclees the reformers se
lectcd and emphasized Ihe element in Jewish tradition 
which best suited the spirit of the day. They lmed their 
doctrine upon the vwion of the prophets with its univer5al
inic ideal of a united hum~nity ~nd brael as a servant of 
God "to open the blind eyes and to bring freedom to the 
enslaved." In the prophetic idealism the reformers found 
the traditional rn:lIuial for their reconstruction of the old 
ideas which no longer seemed meaningful to so many of 
the Jews. Hence, the reforme.rs changed and adapted the 
traditional idea of the st:ltlH o£ Israel in the world and 
they arrived at this doctrine:-th:n Israel no longer looks 
upon il3Clf os n 3Cparate oUlion and therefore no longer 
hopes (or a return under Messianic leadenhip to Palatine; 
that it no longer prays for the restoration of the J;lcriflci .. 1 
cult; that it now looks UpOI1 iI. prescnce among the nations 
not 3.5 an exile due to the Divine displc.uure but as an ex· 



pression of God's Will voiced through the prophet to be 
the servants of God's Word, the exemplars of rightcousncss 
:Imong the nations. 

This doctrine, noble in concept, pcrfecuy suited the spirit 
of the age in which early reformers arose; but through the 
changes of the historic atmosphere it became the chief 
basis of opposition to Reform and the chief ground for 
division between Reform congregations and others. 

The periocl of enlightenment, with its hope in incre:ts~ 
ing human brotherhood, its magnificent faith in progrcss, 
had been supcncdcd by another world mood. Intense na~ 
tionalism look ils place. As a concomit3nt of this national . 

. ism bitter 3nti-Semitism arose. No longer was it possible 
to say (as Kaufmann Kohler said in the preliminary clraft 
to the Piltsburgh Platform, 1885):-

"We hail in the modern era of universal cuhure of heart 
ancl mind the approaching reniir,ntton of Israel'$ great 
Messi:lIlic hope for tbe kingdOll'l of peace, truth, justice and 
love among all men .••. We Jladly rec:ognize in the spirit 
of broad humanity and coamopolitan philanthropy per~ 
meating our age ... our best ally and help in the fulfill~ 
ment of our mission." 

The new anti-Semitism was no longer religious but secu· 
lar and to meet it there developed among the Jews a secu
Inr answer. Zionism ancl secular nationalism were the 
answcr of many Jews to anti-Semitism and world national
ism. The early reformers objected to nntionalism as a re
ligious idea which involved priesthood, animal sacrifice, 
and a personal Messiah who would restore all Israel to 
Palestine. The new opposition to the Rdorm point of view 
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was not concerned with the repudiation of the Aaronilil.: 
priesthood. or sacrificial CUll, Or the coming of :I Davidie 
Messiah. The objection was to the denial of Israel's SHltus 
;IS 3 nation, 3 seatus which the growing nlovement of Zion· 
ism considered to be the only valid :mswer to the new anli· 
Semitlsm. On thc b.tsis of the doctrine of nationalism 
bitterness afO$C and intensified. Reform rabbis protested 
against Zionism from the religious pOilll-o(.view just as, 
(or that maUer, did many Orthodox rabbis. Zionism an
swcred both from the pr~cal poiUl-of.view, claiming a 
sounder rcaIian with regard to the actual auitucle of the 
world toward. brad. 

The difference was inevitable .. nee Reform and Zionism 
were ehildren of two differeDt ages. It was a struggle be
tween two ctaI:-thc older era of enlightenment IlgJ.in~t 
the newer era of natIOnalism, But this controversy over the 
(Iuestion of Jewish destiny has diminished in bitterness 
because o( a characterislic Jewish altitude, namely, that 
practice in Jewish li(e i. always more important than 
theory. Thus while on a purely theoretical ground the 
argument between univerulism .. nd nationalism can be 
continued bittttly :md is ()(casionaUy revived, the urgent 
problems of the posH ... ar period Imd lhe value of Palestine 
as a home for persecuted Jews towered above all thtoreti
cal controversies, WhatevC!.r their dirTerences might have 
bcc.n as to thtorics. Jews have cooperated in practical work 
(or Palcstint:. And in the meantime; bec..usc of the historic 
Jewish emphasis upon practical work rather than theory, 
Ihis dispute which history has created is fortunately dim
inishing in its intensity. 
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,The greatest source of strength in RC£orm Judaism, that 
which gives it gr~atesL promise of permanence in Jewish 
liC~, is the principle oC the right to change. Ihal it is Jusli. 
fied and ind~t1 imp~rative thai Judaism should coR5lantly 
adjust itself 10 the nttds of life. Thus Dr. Kaufmann 
Kohler, President oC Ihe Hebrew Union College (1903· 
1911), himself n disciple oC Ihe great rabbinical pioneers of 
Reform Judaism, said in his Essay on Samuel Hirsch 
(Hebrew Union College and Olher Addresses, page 75);
"In order to form a jusl e5tim:l(e of such Reform.Pioneers 
as were Geiger, Holdh~im, Einhorn, Hirsch ilnd olhers in 
Germany, we must guard againn eonfcrrir)g upon them 
lhe c1'lim of infallibility which they themselves have 
wresled for UI from the authoritiCi of old. We would ,in 
against the very Ipirit of progrcss which m.1de them leaders 
and prophets of their age. should we attempt to canonize 
their C'\'cry word. We would, therefore. do them injustice, 
were we to weigh all their uttcranCCl and opinions iu the 
$Calc of modcrn reseaKh and by Ihe ltand3rd of recent 
invcslig.uions. Truth grows, .nd many a thing which 
seemed (rue fifty years ago is no longer considered so 
today." 

Reform congregluonl continue the procas of reforming: 
They do not hesitale 10 change not only the practices o( 
Onhodoxy but even the earlier practices of Reform itSelf. 
Thus (or example, while it Willi the telldency u( the c"rli~( 
Reform, in the spirit of the rationalistie mood of their age, 
to emphasize ideas nnd rather to deprecate ceremonial, al· 
ready a change in that r.llionalistic mood is to be: noted in 
an cuny written in I'PJ by Dr. Kohler. After 513ting that 
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many of the older ceremonies are no longer meoaningful. 
he insists that ;t religion without ceremony lacks beauty 
and ap~al. He said (page 315. ibid.) :-"Now there can 
be no question as to the ncod of ceremonial practices in our 
age. Doclrine a'lom; however lofty. does not Slir the 50ul 
and bring it in touch with the gre.lt Fountain.Head for 
Holiness and Love. Religious practices do. They develop 
our spiritu,,1 faculties because they :tppe;ll 10 our emotional 
nature. They impress us with lhe holint's of lire much 
more than abstract uutb cm." In the light of this mood 
there has been • growing tendency in Rdann Judaism to 
create new «mnoDies upon tbe ba,. of old proctices. As a 
p.1rallel to the Confirmation many Reform congreg.ttions 
now have a coosecration service of cbiIdten enteri ng the 
religious tebool. This new obacrvanee, hued upon the old 
custom of cdebrnting a child's first day of religious instruc· 
tion, bids bir to he a, beautiful :tnd dfoctive a ceremnny 
as the Confirm:ltion, now widdy adopted, has become. 
Reform congreg;ltions arc making an increasing elfort to 
reestablish the hume service on Friday evening (Kir/t/tuh: 
Sanctification) and the PastOver Seder service in the home. 
There is, also, a greater interest in the study o( the Hebrew 
language than there h:1S httn for a gener.!lIion. The 
strength of Reform is preci~y io the fact thal it is not one 
set of changes determined upon and ordained. but the spirit 
or living growth. Therefore it mUSl not be referred to 3S 

"Reformed" Jud.;lism, but ns "Reform" Judaism. Some 
r.lhhi~ prefer lilt:: l(rlll "Progressive" Judaism. In all illl 
changes in the difJc:relll lands of its growth, certain prin< 
ciples common to the entire Reform movement are 
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plainly marked. The essential principles of Reform arc:-
a) Each generation has the right to ch:mge the outward 

observances of Judaism whcne\·er such change is necessary 
in order to preserve its inner spirit. It is not so much a 
question as to how many observances arc held to or which 
observances arc abandoned. A man may observe all the 
dietary laws and other ceremonials and still be Reform, 
and another neglect them all and still be Orlhtxlox. The 
man who believes that the ceremonies ate helpful and use
ful, and if no longer helpful may be changed, it a Reform 
Jew even if he observt'l them all. The man who believes 
that the ceremonials of Judaism arc Idw, a mandate which 
may not be changed) is in principle an Orthodox Jew even 
if he neglects them all. The prophcu of Israel wert opposed 
[0 [he opinion of their contcmpornries th:tt the ceremon
ials of Judaism were God's command. I'll did not command 
your fathers" says Jeremiah (Jer. vii. 22 fl.) "concerning 
burnt offerings or aacri6ccs but this I commanded: 
'Hearken to my voice. Walk in all the ways that I com
mand you.''' It does not follow that the prophets were 
opposed to the sacrificial ritual but they deemed it sec
ondary to the ethical message of Judaism. It is with this 
point of view that Reform Judaism essentially agrees. 

b) Ritual of worship must be modified whenever such 
modification will make prayer more meaningful. Prayer is 
not a mystic, magical rite, :m incantation. It is a supplica. 
tion to God (Abot tI) 18). It must ~ sincere and therefore 
must be in the language which the worshipper under. 
stands. That docs not mean that Reform, which re· 
emphasized the vernacular, is opposed to the Hebrew lan-



guage. Vernacular prayers (Aramaic) were inserted in 
ancient prayerbooks beside: the Hebrew. Some Reform 
prayerbooks have more Hebrew, some have less. There are 
many vital reasons why the knowledge of Hebrew should 
be maintained, but the essence is that prayer should be 
understood and sincerely utlered. "Recite the Shma," liays 
the Talmud, "in whatever language thou cann under
stand." (M. Sota VII, I; B. Sota 3'2 a.) 

c) Israel 'has a mission in the world. Its pre:sence among 
the nations is not a mere punislunem for past iniquities, 
nor a temporary abiding place awaiting a removal at the 
coming of me Messiah. brael it part of the world process, 
contributing to the enlightenment of mankind. The older 
Reform rabbis held that thd doarinc involved a denial of 
the return to Zion and of the reestablishment of the entire 
Messianic dream involving s.1crifices, the Temple, and 
pricsthood. Since the rise of Zionism they atended this 
principle into an opposition to the Zionist movement. 
Many Reform rabbis, staunch Zionists, bdieve that that is 
an unwarranted extension of the old idea. At all events. 
there is no Reform rabbi, whatever he may believe about 
Palestine and Israel's achievements there, who will deny 
the po$ilivt! dement in the doctrine of the earlier Reform
ers taken from the Prophets that Israel in the world mUSI 
be a light untO the nations. "I the Lord have called thee in 
righteoumess, and have taken hold of thy hand. and kept 
thee. and set thee for a covenant of the people. Cor a light 
of the nations; to open the blind eyes, to bring out the 
prisoners from the dungeon. and them that sit in darkness 
out of the prison.house." (Isaiah XLII. 6, 7') 
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Reform Judaism must be judged not only by ilS pre
vailing ideas bUl by the mood and the motivations which 
brought it jnto being. Reform began full of hope. It was 
carried along by a vast enthusiasm. The laymen believed 
that they were finding a w:ly in which Judaism would fit 
into the modern world. The rabbis who followed them 
felt that they had discovered the line of the evolution of 
Jewish life and belief and were able now to distinguish 
hetween the ephemeral :md the permanent. Both felt lh:lt 
they were saving Judaism and the Jew. To what extent 
these gre:lt aima have been accomplished it is still difficult 
to say. Hut this at least is ccnain, the motivations of Re
(orm were of a high order. Reform Judajjm has been 
IOYll!' There was no escapi$t impulse in its [liychology. The 
J~ws who wamed to avoid Jud'li5m 'imply abandon~d il. 
Reform was built up by those who wamed to save Judaism 
:md to give it new vitality. 

It was also heroic. It was not motiv:ned by a desire simply 
to make Judaism easy. The e:l9icst thing would have been 
to let things alone. The whole process of Reform involved 
struggle, nO[ only against the old rabbinical authorities 
who fought every possible change but a.l.so against the gov
ernmellls of Europe, which, being conservative themselves, 
forbade any change in Judaism and lime and time again 
dosed Rdorm Templelll and opposed the whole process. 

Besides being loyal and courageous it was impelled by an 
eX:llted idealism. Its leaders fel: that Jud:tism was potential
ly a gre:lt force in the world, that the world needed the in
Ruence of Judaism, that theldore the inner strength of 
Judaism must be released for human service. Even had 
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Re£onn Judaism died out, the Reform movemenl would 
have me.rited the honor and the reverence of the hi~tori.l11 
:IS a noble ideal and a high.minded dream. 

But Re.form Judaism did not die out. Occasionally it 
would come to a standstill and then would discover new 
strength. It grew to a Rre:l[ power in America where all the 
world was new, where there was no conservath'e state with 
a state church 10 force conformilY. All America W,IS in 3 
sense. non-con(orrnist. Such an 3lm05phere was ideal for 
Rd'orm. Here Reform has grown strong. The graduates of 
its seminaries, the: congregations of its Union of American 
Hebrew Congreg,.'1lions are incre..lsing in number and main· 
tain a powerful influence in Jewish life and in the general 
community. One «ntury in the history of Judaism iJ a 
brief lime and this past century h3$ been one of tremenelous 
change and unpredictable influences. AU of Jewish life is 
still in flux and i[ is impouible to estimate precisely what 
OilY one movement has permanently occomplished. Yel 
cer13in achievemc:nu can be clearly discovered. 

f Reform halted a flight from Judaism. Within the last 
century and a half all religiousloyaltics have weakened, Or. 
ganizro religions have lost power and influence. It is in· 
evitable that Judaism too, like every branch of Christianity 
and Islam, should have lost some of its hold on the people 
born to its communion, Yet lhe losses of Judaism were per. 
haps greater than any other religion, particularly in Eurnpc:. 
Jews not only shared the difficulty which :'Ill people felt in 
adhering to their ancestral religion but, being Jews, suffered 
(rom additional disabilities, There were many motives (or 
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abandoning Judaism, particularly in Germany a century 
ago where a new era of friendship seemed to have dawned 
and the strictness of Jewish observances kept Jews apart 
from the rest of the community. It was natural, for exam~ 
pie, for the friends and descendants of Moses Mendelssohn 
to leave Judaism. I Ie taught that while Jewish doctrine was 
not the important dement in Judaism, the Jewish sys-
lC:m of observances was divinely ordained and thereFore 
unchangeable:. The conclusion which his descendants drew 
was that since Jewish ohser.ances kept them from the 
world to which their culture entitled them and since these 
Jewish customs were immutable, their only escape was to 
abandon Judaism entirely and become a parr of the world. 

Reform Judaism reversed the teaching of Mendelssohn. 
It said lhal jewish custums and ceremunies were mutable 
and transient and jewish ideals and doctrines contained 
much that is permanent and vital to the modern world. 
Hence it was possible for a man to live with his fellowmen 
in accordance with prevalent manners and customs while 
maintaining staunchly the ethical and spiritual ideals of his 
ancestral faith. Martin Philippson, in his Neueste Gescliichte 
,Ier ,wle". suggeSlS that the reason for the opposition to 
Reform Judaism by the PrU5':ian Government was its de. 
sire to keep Judaism at such a medieval status that cul
tured Je\ys might be tempted to abandon it (and embrace 
Christianity). So, too, 5:1mter in his book ,lIdenlall/en 
(page 39) says that the period of the most numerous bap
tisms in Prussia coincided with the reign of Wilhelm 
Friedrich III when the Prussian Government systematically 
dcnied political equality 3nd hindered Jewish rc:1igious rc' 
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form, thus 3iding the work of the mission3ries.ln Americ3, 
the Reform congregations founded almost a century 3g0 

still continue in strength and in influence and still are sup ... 
ported by a large proportion of the descendants of their 
origin<ll founders. Nothing could h:lve prevented the weak ... 
cning of :111 rdiginns in modern times, hut Reform Judaism 
had given new strength 10 JudaisfV, which was especially 
we<lkened by the forces of the modern world. 

Reform kept the modernut mOVl::mem Jewish. It would 
not h.lve been surprising if those groups which varied their 
customs and ritual. had gradually drawn Away further 
from the main body of the Jewish pcople. Such processes 
h;ld occurred before in Jewish history. Gmup5 diverged and 
then broke away. However, owing to the learning of the 
lirsl groups of rahhil whn, ,hrnugh n study o{ ,he Jewish 
past, revet.led the customs of Jewish life <IS undergoing a 
process of constant evolution, these changes were integr:Hed 
into a picture or historic Judaism. They were organic, not 
revolutionary. The leaders of Reform did nOt merely m3ke 
changes because such changes were convenient. They 
struggled to keep to such cbanges as were justified by his· 
tory and indeed opposed many r.,dical changes which they 
could not justify. Thus Reform Judaism remained part of 
Jewish life without 3 break. 

Reform gave leadership to Jewish adjustmcm. Thc ad· 
justment of Jewish observances and life to fit modern reo 
quirements was incvitable and spread (rom those congre· 
g;ltions which were avowedly Reform to olhers who used 
other titles to describe themselves. Congregations, for ex· 
ample; now called Conservative in America have adopted 



many of the RC£orm mClhods o[ ritual and liturgy. These 
changes have come about nlturally and almost without 
dispute. The rcason Ihal Jl!wish worship in ConscrvUlive 
congreg:uions has adapted itself so easily is due to the fact 
Ih;lt thc brunt of the battle h~d hecn borne a generation or 
two earlier by the pioneers o( Reform, For example. simple 
changes such as shortening lhc liturgy, abolishing the 
woman's gallery and establishing the family pew, which 
IMve been made in hundreds of American cohgrcgOiliolls 
in recent years without struggle or excitement, had to be 
fought for step by Itep seventy-five yean aao by Ihe pion
eers of Rdonn.lf modern western Judllism is moclcrni7.ing 
itself in order 10 keep its young generation luyal it is doing 
SO successfully bcc.aUJC the. bIlule had already been fought 
and won two gc:lleralion~ earlier. 

Rd'orm has served to c.uabli$h the Jew as a spiritual in· 
Auenee ill the we»tcrn world. Reform a~ in an I!poch of 
glorious ideillism. an epoch wlUc:Ii, .1.15, has Iragically 
p:ISSed. But the fact that it :arose .1t such a time has left 3n 
ineradicable mark upon Reform Judaism and upon Jewish 
life in the world. Contrary m the mood of the 53ddl!ned 
gcnl!r.llions which pKCedcd it, Reform Judaism looked 
upon world Jewry not as an exiled group temporarily abid. 
ing among strangers but as a great force in the world, a 
powerful ally 10 all the forces oC liberalism and human 
brOlherhood. Such a faith in human progress is difficult to 
maintain in day. as tragic as these. But it would be: all the 
more tr.ilgic if such a faith were entirely losl. No modern 
rabbi, whatever his attitude may be to the older anli· 
nationaJism, would abandon the positive side of the Re. 
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form doctrine of Israel which in itself is based upon 
prophetic idealism, that Judaism has n permanent and 
noble task to perform in the lives of men and nations. 
Every modern rabbi works in the name of Judaism for 
social justice and for peace and for democr3tic liberalism 
in the modern world. The denial of Jewish nationhood is 
now a subject of dispute, but the Reform assertion of 
Israel', function in the world is n permanent avowal of all 
progreuivc, religious Jews. 

NOthing in Reform Judaism u entirely new. The schol
ars, confrODlcd with the innovatiolll of the laymen, were 
cager to keep them intc.gr"lcd in Jewish tr:ldilion. Certain 
ide2S in the pall wen: cmpbuized at the expense of others, 
but Judaism wu newt" a systematic doctrine; and such se
lective empIwU Will alwllY' poasible. The evolution of 
certain tendencies was pcrhnps hastened consciously, but 
such accelerated change seemed essential because judaism 
hud come to a crucial point in ils history. L.1tcr gencr:ltions 
may debate whether certain .pecif1c changes were justified 
or certain concepLS sound. Reform Judaism itself, being 
Reform, does not hesitate to ch:mge many of its former 
ideas. But the clc;ar cnuncialion of. the right to adjust Juda
ism and the proud avowal ollsrael's living function in the 
world have left 11 permanent imprcss upon the history of 
Judaism and must exert a growing influence upon the 
future. 
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WHAT DO JEWS BELl EVE? 
II. G. ENELOW, n. D., D. II . L. 

WHAT do Jewil bclic\'c? Both Jews and nOll

Jews arc often heard (0 put this question: 
the former to make sure where Ihey stand. to render 
to themselves what lhe old rabbi. called an "aCCOunt 
of the 8Oul;" the latter bec.lUIM! they are eager to 
know just why we remain Jews in the religiou" sense 
and at all COIit keep (mill merging wilh any other 
religious body. Arc there any beliefs at all that 
Jews are agreed upon and that may be said to form 
the groundwork of ulliver!;..1.1 flnd perennial Judaism? 
Such beliefs 1 think there arc, and the pll'lJOSC of 
this paper is to dcacribc them briefly. 
Jh~ first _belief of Judni!l"- rfiliucs tQ c.Qd. It is 
as clear as daYlight that no matter how broad or 
liberal or advanced one may be, one can not consider 
oneself a true Jew if olle docs not ~Iic\'c in Cod. 
Religion without Cod is a aclf-conlradiclion. and 
altogether out of quCtilion. In fact. belief in God 
with us has not only been a matter of reason, but 
also of intuition, of that side of our soul which the 
old rabbis regarded as n phaiIC of reatIQn, and which 
aher nil plays a very important pnrt in the lire of all. 
Thi8 is nOl to 8.'ly thal Juduism has undervalued 
reason. Quite the contrary is true. Reason is 
invoked by both the Bible and the Jewish thinke~ 

T 
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of later lillleR II!I confirming the truth of God'" exist
ence. BUl primarily the Jew hilt! al ..... ays fell the 
existence or God as a ba~ic truth in life. Not ex
perience. bUl his OWI1 soul first tilught him to exclaim: 
"Henr.O Israel. the Lo.-d our God, the Lord is one," 
tho:.c litirring wordil which from time immelllorial 
have cornpriilCd the foremost molto and epitome of 
the Jewish fnith. 

Thi" then, I, our fit&t belief. Without it Judaism 
is imlJOllible. Witbou" it ono may be dClSCcnded of 
Jews. PIOd.te with Je1n'. belona to a Jewish club 
or lodp, marry a JewWa hUlband or wife-one may 
he Jewilh In r.u:io:ll or lO('ial reLatione- but one i. 
not a Jew in the true historic &eIlSC of the term. 

But, in relation to God. J udailll11 has always held 
another characteristic bclif!f, nllmely, as to I-\is 
atlributcfI. or qualities. Judnlsm 13)'8 strc!08 on the 
Oncn~ of God. and, if I maY!);IY 1iW), the Uniqucn~ 
of God. Oneness. in the sense lhat true Judaism 
has nevcr admitted the po~ .. ibilitY or more than one 
God, or or the divitlion of the Deity into different 
parts, powers, or (orm&. Bul God also is Unique. 
"One, and there is no unity like unto lIis Unity," 
as the old Hebrew hymn has it. The meaning of 
this tlSloerlion is that JudaiRII1 has invariably con
sidered th:ll God is Perfect. and in this t'C1Jpe<:t 
different (rom all othr:r gods. To pllt it in other 
word!>. the Jews believe that God is not only One, 
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but also (rcc from those infirn,iliCII lind limitations 
whkh have been as'iOCiiltcd with the gods of other 
peoples. Such nccounts of the contests, ambitions. 
nWllrics, <lnd moral imperfections of the deities liS 
may be found, for example, in the mythology of the 
Uabyloninns, of the Greeks, or of the Teulons, are 
unthinkable in connC('lion with the Jcwil'h God idea. 
From earliest limes we have been taught that God 
is Holy, Allwiae, AUpowerfut, and that Hit M;)lc plan 
in the Univene i. 10 canee within it the triumph of 
Holiness and RilChlfOUMCII&. "Holy, Holy, Holy," 
as we read in laaiah, "is the Lord of Hosts: the. whole 
earth is full of Hi. glory." (vi, 3.) 

This leadlf U8 to another Jewish belief. and that 
is with regard to lffi! World . ::Ihi \YJrole earth is ;.(. 
(u ll of His glory." It ia well known that some 
people bChc\'c tl;-at the worlcl ill such is tainted wilh 
sin, that, being mutler. it is Inherently corrlll}t, that 
it is in reality but a place in ""hith one is to prcp.1.rc 
for another lifc, nnd that u&.;e are the most piOIlK 
men and women who withdmw (rom it as much as 
possible. This belicf hal gil'en rilOC to morbid views 
of the world, as well liS to the various ordenl of 
monks and nUlls. Whal do Jews brlieve on this 
point? It may be said that the common belie( of 
the Je .... l1 of all IIgcfI has been the contrary of the. / 
idea just alluded 10. We do nol belit.'\·c in a devil, V 
in the corruption of the world nor lhat to be in the 



(6( WHAT DO 

centre of the world'. activities and enjoyments 
means necessarily to llubjt.'C1 oneself to the taint of 
sin. We belic\'c in God as the Creator of the world. 
which, of course, need not mean a liteml belief in the 
old nceouill tlml He cn::ah:d the world in six days. 
Whatever process He may have used for bringing 
it into being. we ascribe its origin to lIim. Without 
God chaos. Having crenloo the world. however, 
He hns not &Cnt it forth to run its course in hap
hazard fashion. He i, not an ab8enlee God, con
templating Creation from a distance and caring not 
how the world wags. On the contrary, He is every
where and in everylhinl. No other power interCeres 
with J lis preeen(:e. "Whither shall t go from Thy 
spirit?" says the PSt"llmist, "or whither shall I flee 
from 'l'hy presence? Jr 1 ascend up into heaven. 
ThOll art there; if , make my bed in the netherworld 
behold, Thou art there. H J take the wings of the 
morning, and dwell in the utlermost parts of the 
sea; even Ihere would Thy hand lead mc, and Thy 
right hand would hold me. And if I So'ly: Surely 
the darkness shall envelop me; and the light about 
me shall be night; Even the darkness is not too dark 
for Thee: but the night shinetll as the day; the 
darkness is even as the light." (Ps. cxxxix, 7·l2.) 

Moreover, God gm'crna the world nccording to 
His law or righteousnc8!l and goodm.'6S. "He lovelh 
righteousness and justice," saya the Psalmist, "the 
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ea rth is full of the loving kindness of the Lord." 
(xxxiii. 6.) And as to its inhabitants, their chief 
duty is not to turn their backs upon the world in 
(car of pollu tion, but ralher to cling to it and work in 
such manner as to help fulfil the Divine plan of 
beauty, order, and goodness, and thus become what 
the rabbis have calle<1 "fellow~lab()rcrs with the 
Holy One." "For thus saith the Lord thdt created 
the heavens," sa)'S Jsaiah. "He i.God; that formed the 
earth and made it; He e~t<lhlished it, He created it 
nOl a waste, He rormed it to be inhabited: I am the 
Lord; and there is none el'«!." (xlv, 18.) 

'ndeed, this is what gives man his place in the 
world. But thatlcads us to another of our im portant 
beliefs. namely. with respect to Man and human life. 
What do we believe about Man? To put it nega
tively first, we do not believe in a great many of theV 
doctrines that arc current among other people, AS 

the doctrine of origina l sin, the fa ll of man, the need 
of vicarious atonement, and such like. On the con
trary, it has been tightly pointed out. that the idea 
of Original Virtue, or the Virtue of the Fathers, has 
played a more important part in Judaism than that 
of Origina l Sin. As a matter of facl, we believe that 
man, as ~h~Bible tells us, was created by God in His ]1L 
own image, and -ami<:rarl "anetles 01 trend, desire, 
and power preserves the stamp of divinity. Hence 
the Jewish idea of the brotherhood of all men, of the 
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sanctity of even the humblcst life. and of the em
bracement of all in the Divine plan, howsoever they 
may differ ill outward things. All bear the impress 
of the Divine image in their soul. 

Furthermore, to realize this divine nature and enact 
it in his life. is In"n's paramount dUly and pUl'pose. 
I nsofM as he does this, his life is whnl it is meanl 
to be: otherwise, it fallt. short. Nothing, according 
to lhe great teachers of [srael. can take the place of 
this individual reeponaibility, of this personal duty, 
of this conliOCratiol1 of lire: neither ritualism, nor 
s.. .... criCices. nor (allts, nor feaats. nor ... aterial charity; 
neither the merit of the Fathera, nor the mediation 
of nncther person. HolinC3S, rightcousnets, morality 
-not morality in the narrow con\"entional sense, but 
in the widest sense-this is the fundamenl<ll dUly. 
Other things may follow, and add grace and glory to 
life; but first there mUf.l be the true striving after 
holiness, nOl with an eye on reward of any kind, but 
rather 1x-cauHC holiness ought to be the chid pursuit 
of man. Said AlltigOntJ8 of Soko. a Jewish tcacher 
of the third century B. C. E.: "Be not as slaves who 
serve their master with n view to receive recompense; 
but as servants that serve their master without a 
view to receive recompense." Or. as once for all 
this principle is summed lip in Leviticus xix, 2: 
"Ye shall be holy; for I the Lord your Cod am holy." 

But, it is asked, has God rea.lly said so? Do we 
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know anything about lIis w,ll ? In other words. do 
we believe in Revelation? Religion, it has been said 
vcry t~ly, 15 not merely the belief in the existence 
of God, but rather in the possibility of man's approach 
to, and communion with, Cod. That God has 
communicated, revealed, Ilis nature and laws to mell, 
has a lways been onc of OUf ba!iic beliefs. "For lhe 
Lord God will do nothing. but lIe rcycalcth His 
cotmsel unto His !lCfVUnt8 the prophets. "(Amos iii, 7,) 

This ;8 not to Bay that a ll Jewish thinkers have 
been at one in their idea of the method or the process 
of Revelation. DibCu$IIion of the lalter, however, . 
belongs to the realm of metaphysics. Suffice it to y 
say, that we belieye that the Bible furnishes a faith-
ful record of the great Inw£' of life, of the laws of 
morality and religion, which God revealed to Israel, 
and morc cllpecially to the Prophefs of brae!. Tech· 
nical disputes as to how the revelation occurred do 
not afft.'Ct the general be1ief; nor is it affected by 
whether or no we hold that every letter of the Bible 
wos inspired. Though we may 8UPPO~ that the 
actual writing and editing of lhe Bible took place in 
the usual human fashion, we do not waver in our 
conviction that it contains the highest revelation of 
God possessed by mankind. 

Moreover, our belief in thc'choice of Israel for the 
Divinc.....Rcyclation, docs not preclUde Tne VLCW that 
God has spoken to olher peoples as well. On the 
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contrary. we believe in the universality of Revela
tion. "The whole Tora was spoken in evcT)' longuc," 
we read in the Talmud. "Every word that went 
(orth Crom the mouth of the Holy One was divided 
into seventy tongues," Other utterances or similar 
nature might be cited from Jewish teachers of all 
agcs, tCtili£ying to the Jewish belief that, though 
God may hnve revealed Himscl( p.1.rticularly to 
Israel, He did not withhold His light and His truth 
from the other peopiea. "For from the rising of 
the 8un even unto the goinr down of the same My 
name i. great among the nationl; and in every place 
offerings art! preaetlted unto My name, even pure 
oblationll: lor My name i. great among the nat.ion., 
saith the Lord of Hosts." (Malnchi i , 11.) 

As to what becomes of man after he has "shuffled 
off this mortal coil," Judaism has never speculated 
very much. Yet we must admit that this is one of 
the main questions that men are apt to ask Religion 
to answer. What becomes of our soul? ",,-Do we 
believe in a htreafter? Briefly sf>C.,king, we ce.r~ 
tainly believe that the soul survives the dissolution 
of the body, but just what occurs aller death, and 
what the state of the soul is, the purest teaching of 
Judaism has never attempted to define. Our atti
tude has found expression in the Biblical verse forlll
ing the opening wordll of the traditional Burial 
Service: "The Rock, His work is perfect, (or aJl 
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His WiI)' S are justice: a Cod of faitMulness and with. 
Ollt iniquity, just IIlId right is li e." (Dellt. xxxii, 4.) 
We are sure that the 60ul of man, which, in Biblical 
phrase. is a light of Cod, is not pul out altogether, 
and that our lire. Wilh its struggles and 8uffering1l 
and failures, will be rightly de."lt wilh by the l.ord 
of righlcollsness. More tha n this we cannot say. 
In this respect, the good Jew. rather than engage in 
idle fancies and llu.'Oric8, is content 10 walk in faith, 
and, in the words of the beautiful old hymn, he 8,'\)'8: • 

Into Hilt hund I commend my spirit 
When I !!IICCl) and when I w~ke; 
And .'jth my Popirit, my bOOy aliso: 
The Lord i. with me, and 1 will not lear. 

But what do we believe about the Messiah? It 
is well known thai The "M.esslaJiTclea hasbeen closely 
CQIIIIC(:loo wilh J ewish lhouaht and c.xpcricm . .'c. 
Christianity, which i. built on this Idea, sprang from 
J udaism. jet'iU~, the MeMiah, or the Christ. or the 
Christian world, \\'U8 a j ew, and it was the question 
or his Mestsiahship that created the cleft between 
the two rcligionll. No wonder it iB ofttimes asked 
what belief we hold on the subject. Now, on this 
point there is now, a8 there a lways hal been. dif
ference o f opinion. Doubtless some J ews still enter
tain the hope of n personal Messiah. Reform j ews, 
however, do not. They do 1I0t believe in the mirac
ulous Messiah. All J ews. howeve.r, agree in the 
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hope for the advent of a Mc~ .. iaTlic age-an age when 
humanity will enjoy the reign of riglncoukllc:.!!. unity, 
and peace, and nil hearts sha ll be united in pure 
worship of the Olle and Only God. "And the Lord 
.hall be King over all the earth: in that d.1Y .hall 
the Lord be one, and I-lis nllme one." CZech. xiv, 
9.) This MC!>''Iinnic ideal, toward which it is the 
duty or a ll men to work and aspire. we regard as onc 
of the most beneficent gifts Israel has made to the 

• spiri tual richea or thfl ract!. 
Moreover, brael "'8 a pec'lplt. 81 a religious COI11-

munity, .. a IJ)jritual brotherhood. i. in duty bound 
to work unremittingly for the rcali.tion of this 
lahy idt-al. To hinl Ihi, idul "'a. revealed of yore; 
to him the laws of its fulfilment "ere communicated 
by the mouth of Ihe ProphetH, and UpOll him was 
the ilwlolablc tusk laid of .pn'ading and furthering 
it with all hiM hearl aud all hi" lOul and all his mit{lu, 
at the price of no matter how much trial Dnd fO uffer
ing. This, the co'lll, the election, the mi" .. ion of 
Israel. This makc" Israel what the Prophets have 
c.,lIcd him, the Servant of God. This is why Israel 
has oc-cn "the man of sorrows" among the nalion!!. 
despised and rejccted of mcn, strickcn and afflictcd 
and acquaintccl with grief, wounded and bruised. 
persecUted and out lawed, humbled and maimed. in 
order that he might witncss to the supreme Idcal, to 
God and Righteousness. and cure mankind or lIuper-
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81ilioll and iniquity, and bring nigh the age of jll~tit:C, 
of kno\\'!edge, and of pence. \\'elll1luy humanity say: 
"The chastisement of our welfare wns upon him and 
with his stripes wc ~crc healed." (Isaiah liii, 5.) 

We believc that the Jews will havc to continue to 
sland together, and toil, and suffer until the final (ul
filmClll of their lIoble ideal. That is our failh al 
to our future. Nor has our work thus far been in 
vnin. "The ri,hteous nourish like the palm-tree!" 
we are told by tf1e f'salmist, to which tf1e old mbbill 
add by way of comment: "Wben yotL plant allY 
other tree, it gfOl'."S for itself; but pl.ant a palm and it 
will put forth roots 011 all aides: I!O the righteous." 
May \\'e not apply this figure to Israel? Judaism 
has not only flourished for itself, but has put forth 
rOOts for other crced!;. Israel's influence is Cclt in 
the rcligiml9 life of the whole clviliat.'<I world. It is 
felt not only in the old ConD~ of Caich, but al~ in the 
new liberal spirit which is abroad in the land, and 
which insofar as it is a departure front certain old 
dogmas, marks a return to the )lure (.Iith of Jlldaillm. 

But even where we have as yet failed of tangible 
proofs of success, has Ollr work been in vain, though 
fl(!ClIl &0 it may? Such work is never done in vain. 
It slceps in the very bosol11 o( thing~, of the universe, 
and only bides its lime. Come forth it shall. It ia 
there. 'Tis such faith the great Prophet pllts into 
the mouth of Israel: "Listen,O islcs, unto me; and 
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hearken, ye JlCOples, (rom far; the Lord hath cililed 
me from the womb; (rom the bowel. of my mOlher 
hath He made mention of my name. And I-Ie hath 
made my mouth like a .. harp sword: in the shadow 
of His hand hath He hid me; and He hath made me 
a polished shaft; in His quiver hath IIcconcealt:d me; 
and He said unto me, Thou art my servant, Israel, 
in whom I will be glorified. But I said. I have 
labored In vain. I have spent my strength for naught 
and vanity: yet surely my right is with the Lord and 
my reoompenae with my God." (I .. iah xlLx. 1.4.) 

Such, in brief. are the Jcwh beliefs. The Unity 
and the Holineaa 01 God, the goodne. of the World. 
the divine nantre and the Immortality of the Human 
Soul, and the possibility of its Communion with 
God. and the consecration of Burna,. Life; these ideas 
are the foundation on .... hich JudaIsm has buildcd. 
Moreover. we believe in the EII.'Ction of Israel as a 
means to an end, the end being the diffusion of those 
ideas among all men and the ultimate rcrorm of 
human life in accord with them. Whenever this 
has come true, it sh811 mean the Kingdom of God 
on earth, the Messianic age, the fulfilment of Israel's 
highest Ideal. 

BIBLI()(;RAPHV 
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OF the scholastic philosopber Alanus it is reported that 
after having mastered the seven liberal arts, he re

solved to reve!l1 the mysteries oC the Godhead in a public 
lecture. On the day prccedimg ita delivery, as he was 
wa1king along the bank of a r~ve:r and reflecting upon his 
theme, he chanced upon a chi~d, who had made a hole in 
the ground and was conveying water from the river into 
'he hole with. tittle opoon. nle puzzled pbiIooopher nsked 
the mysterious looking Chnd~'hat he was doing. "I intend 
to carry aU the water from t a river into this hole," he re
plied. "But lhat is impossihl ~ .. Aianul said. "Not morc 
impossible," the child rlnIWCtIW, "than the tm you have 
set for yourself." The lecture \val not delivered. 

This essay, too, would beJfft unwriuen if its purpose 
were to reveal the nature of te Source of aU being. What 
God is in His infinity and majesty beggans the mental ca
pacities of mortal man. It has, been well said that to com· 
prehend Him fully, the human mind would have to excel 
Him, We have to content OURselves with feeble guesses re· 
garding Him. In this essny we set for ourselves the still 
humbler ta!ik of Sketching, in brief outline, the answer to 
the question: What meaning has Judaism attached to the 
idea of Cod? 
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Religion, while assuming an t:lldless variety 01 forms, is 
at bottom man's consciouSlness of the sacred or his re
sponse to the Divine as appt'lchended in the external world 
and within his own mind, heart and conscience. Religion, 
in its truest and most vital sense, begins when the human 
spirit turns toward the myst.erious source of its being and 
seeks to commune with it as with an all-encompassing 
Presence and all-comprehending Intelligence. It reacha. 
its noblest forms in man's self-consccration to the Hoi} 
One and His purposes and ~~ his dedication of heart, mind 
and will to Hiasc.rvicc and to the service oJ his fellow-men. 
In Judaism the COnacioUlllC. of the sacred crystallized it
self into the doctrine of EtljlicaJ Monotheism, the noblest 
conception of God known tCl' humanity. 

, 
I. EVOLUTION OF THE IDEA OF GOD 

Though the belid in the ev:r living God always ha., been 
central in Judaism, it was not alwaY' conceived in the 
same way. Like every other ~rodUCl of human experience, 
so the idea of God haa bee~ ubject to continuous deve1op
men!. In response to the wing needs of men and with 
the advancement of knowl 'dgc and of moral refinement, 
certain notions once held regarding the Divine were later 
found unworthy of Him who represents the highest per
fection, and were replaced lby marc suitable ideas. 

The Bible. edited from tht: standpoint of advanced mon
otheistic faith, docs not readily yield the story of the cyo
lution of its idea of God. A surf ace reading of its contents 
suggests that Judaism began with a fully revealed doc~ 
trine of God as the creator elf the world and guide of man. 
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A more cardul analysis shows that this doctrine reprCiCnts 
the climax of long striving after truth on the part of the 
foremost spirits in brael. 

Through the obscurity which bcc.louds the origins of 
early religious ideas and ins1titutions, we dimly discem 
some of the morc important steps in the growth of the 
Jewish idea of God. Joshua lUUV:2 addresses the people 
of Israel: "Your fathers dw,elt of old time beyond the 
River (Euphrates ) , even Terah, the father of Abraham, 
and the father of Nahor; arid they served other gods," 
Little is (old about the way in whidl Abraham broke 
away (rom the "other goda." ,~U8 VI:2 infonns us that 
the patrian:ha knew tboir r.,iDlly gvd .. El Shadda; (. 
name of uncertain meaning, often rendered: "God AI
mightyU) and that It was rmc'rved to Moses to know Him 
by His dilltinclive four-JeucF name, VJnVH, prob
ably pronounced fahweh (t~1C transliteration uJehovah" 
rests on a misreading of the vClwcl pointl of Adonai, Lord, 
that were early applied to ~'HWH). The revelation of 
God to Moses under a new IUlj~e represents the birth-hour 
of the religion or r"rael. M~ identified Yahweh. whom 
he learned to know (more lul y or, aA some think. for the 
fim time) during his sojourn with the Kenites in the des
ertof Sinai, with the family geld of the fathers; and, under 
His inspiration, undertook the liberation of his bn::thren 
from Egyptian bondage. 

The meaning of Yahweh already puzzled the oldest au
tho~ of the Bible. The story or lfu revelation to Moses out 
of the burning bush attempts an explanation of the name. 
When commissioned by God to go to his people with the 
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message or liberation, M~1eS asks how he shall answer 
their question: "What L, His name?" He is instructed to 
speak of God as Ehye ash.r Ehye-UI Aid. THAT J AM," (or 
"I will become what 1 wiD become"). "Thus shall thou 
say unto the children of brad: 1 AM (Ell,.) hath scnt me 
unto you" (Exodus m: 13-14). The name is derived from 
the root <IHaya"-"lo be" or "to become," The cryptic 
statement has suggested a diversity of meanings. Thert 
were those who saw in it the idea of absolute OOng, of 
immutability and eternity lmd of progrtssi\'c revelation. 
While thelll )Ib.iJc»opbica l~tI were qociated with 
God in later times, they were bardly bnpHcd in the orig
inal meanIDJ of the word. 'Wbatew:r ill etymological ex
planation, It c:xprt!!9led 1m the people the Hleaatated in the 
prtteding vene: d,- ;matA-"1 wiD be with thee," an 
ever prescnt guardian, pro~~ctor and ruler, a God who is 
with the people in their vi~~itudcs. ready to deliver them 
from trouble. This m)'lterio,b name grew in meaning with 
the advaoce of Jewish th~ight and came to possess the 
highest significance that Go',:! can have for man. 

From the days of Sinai, ~racl and Y&hweh belonged to
gether. Their union was sYlllbolized by a covenant which 
hound them to mutual devotion. Yahweh was believed to 
have promised continuous help to Israel on condition that 
Israel would steadfastly foHow His leadership and obey 
His will. His will expressed iudf not merely in a body of 
taboos, which the people wl~re to keep, but concerned it
self with their relations toward one another. Their mor,s, 
whcther affecting the cult or their social affairs, were 
brought under His jurisdiction. This fusion of the sacred 

6 



with the moral represents the greatest contribution of 
Moses to the history of religion. He placed the relation of 
Yahweh and Jsrae! on.a moral basis and thus laid the 
foundation for the remarkablt. development of the ethical 
character of God. The tenns of the covenant arc set forth 
in the Decalogue (Exodus xx:~·t7 I1Deu teronomy v:6· 
18). Yahweh alone is to be acknowledged as Israel's de· 
Iiverer. No other gods were to be worshipped by Israel 1» 
side Him. His name must not be taken in vain (Le., not 
for perjury, blasphemy or magica1 purposes). He com· 
mands the haIIowiDg of the Sabbath, reverence for par· 
enlll, ar)d regard fqr the life, home and property of the 
neighbor. Tbialimple code which baa found ita way to the 
hearts of hall the world as the voice of God, was to serve 
as the b:\Sis of brael's life. 

Israel began with a conception of God that has been 
characterized as ndlionai huotheism. While Israel was 
dedicated to Yahweb alone as the national Cod, the gods 
of the neighbors were not yet denied i but they were ex· 
cluded from the sphere of laael's recognition. Upon 
entering Canaan with its ricb cult of nature gods. the 
Baalim, the people of Israd found in Yahweh the source 
of their strength and of their union. Adoption of the gods 
of the soil tended to loosen their national bonds. Fidelity to 
Yahweh drew them together as a united ptople. As their 
ruler, Yahweh wa., conceived Il3 "a man of war," fighting 
their battles and giving them victory over their foes. He 
was their god as Kemosh was the god of the Monbites and 
Milcom the god of the Ammorutcs. Only, He was believed 
to be greater and more powerful. The myth·making im· 
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agination pictured Him in human llkentsS, possessing 
hands and feet, eyes and mouth, and conversing with 
chosen individuals as one man with another. He was 8U~ 
jed to such human emotions as wrath, jealousy, and 
vengeance. At the same lime His distinguishing qualities 
were recognu.ed. The poet exclaims: "Who is like unto 
Thee, 0 Yahweh, among the gods! Who is like unto 
Tbee, glorious in holiness, fi~arruJ in praises, working won
ders!" (Exodus XV:II . ) Unlike most tribal gods, who 
protected their own under all circumstances, and unlike 
nature dc:itice, who beatowe,d their bounties irrespective of 
moral conaideratiOJU, Yah~1feh extended help to His peo
ple only it they kept the cov~t. Their defeat and adver
sity did not betoken Yahweh's weaknc. but rather their 
failure to obey His wiD. IJlmpective of their disasters or 
triumphs His kingdom oyer them will be established. 
"Yahweh shall reigtl fQrevcif and ever." (Exodus xv: 18.) 

If, while absorbing matilY elements from the superior 
civilization of Canaan, th~ lataelitcs retained their iden. 
thy, it was largely due to 1the idea of the covenant with 
Yahweh which formed the basis of their religion. Instead 
oC being added to the BIUlIlim, Yahweh emerged as the 
only God of the land. (Tl~e struggle against Baalism is 
dramatized in the storics of Elijah: I Kings XVII-XlX iXX1. ) 

Ancient festivals, rituals, sanctuaries and altars were 
transCerred to Yahweh. Functions of nature, fonnerly 
identified with the Baalim, wcre attributed to Him (Hosea 
II). However, He was notl'cduced to a personification of 
natural phenomena. Israe1':s national God was recognized 
as nature's God as well, yet d~tinct from nature, tran-
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scendcnt in glory and strength. The angel chorus in 
Isaiah's vision sings: 

"Holy, holy, holy ill the Lord of Hosls; 
The whole earth i~ full of His glory" (Isaiah VI: 3)' 

I'ROPIII1;TIC INSIQIIT 

While the Jewish idea of God grew from simple tribaJ 
beginnings, its full character cannot be accounted for 
solely by its origin. In the procC5S of its development it 
acquired new elements that wen:. not present in the seed. 
These were secured, not merely through the historic ex
perience of the Jcwbh people, but chlc8y through the in
tuitive insight of the propbetl amd the declive thought 
of the saga. 

We nOled the indm ... rcJittiomhip _ Yahweh 
and wae!. The thought of .Hbn entered deeply into 
all their relationships. The 1\ rd experiences of history 
opened the eyes of the prophtll.'S to His working in the life 
of Israel and of the other nati~)1l! as a moral will, making 
lor righteousness. J n righU!oS1jnea they recognized not a 
mere human conventionality ~ut a law of moral gravita
tion whicb sustains the w • Through these luminous 
souls, Israel learned to see the pasWlg events oC history as 
portentous with meaning. 

The consciousness of the holly, which disclosc:s new lev
els of truth and of value to man, assumed its riehest fortru! 
in the visions of the prophets. As nature yields her secrets 
to scientific minds and its bc.auty to poetic and artistic 
genius, Divine truth communicates itself with special fuO
ness to propbetic spirits, atlum:d to perceive its overtones. 

9 



The process of reve1ation h! progressive and universal, con
fined to no one age and to no one people. Men of religious 
genius of all times and of all Taces have been vouchsafed 
glimpses of His truth. In ancient Israel it may be said to 
have reached its highest II!vel. The prophets were irradi
ated by the Divine and became the clearest seers of His 
truth. The voice of God resounded within thcir conscience, 
calling man to loyalty and to obedience as conditions of 
truc living. 

The genius of prophec1f transmuted the popular con
ception of national henotti_dam-which was not far apart 
from the views held by th~· neighboring peoples of the old 
world-into the world redtfCming idea of ethical monothe
ism. Throughout the ages 'mankind baa been in search of 
the r ull viRoo of God. With MOICI it has been asking: 
"Show me Thy glory!" While the mythologies of the na
tions have sought to satisfy this etemal quest with fantastic 
pictures or God's essence, prophetic Judaism declared: 
"Thou canst not sec My face." The sight or God's Bring 
is not ror the physical eY'l or mortal man. Sufficient ror 
his gaze is the passing traiJr or Divine glory; His holine;s, 
goodne;s, justice, and mctj-y. What distinguishes the pro
phetic Jewish doctrine of t~od is not only its monotheism, 
but also and above all its insistence upon the ethical char
acter or God as the sover,~ign Will, the unerring Right
cousne;s and the unrailing Love, the supremc and perfect 
pattern and standard of behavior ror Israel and for all 
mankind. 

The ethical charaetLr of God is in a measure the prod
uct of the covenant idea. This thought worked like a )cav-
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en in the religious life of brae!. The prophets ever held it 
out as an incentive to advandng ethical goals. In God's 
name they sounded, for the fil:'St time in history, the mes· 
sage of social morality. Oppr~:sing and wronging the poor 
and the helpless is an affront to God, His eye is not only 
upon Isracl, but upon all na.tions, demanding of them 
righteous conduct. He puni.~hcs them because of their 
greed, cruelty and inhumanity (Amos I-II). The nations 
that Oout justice destroy the fe,undations of their own life, 
God's will is ultimately done dClipite the raginss of the 
heathen. "The wrath of man :maU praise: Thee," declares 
the Psalmist (LXXVI: 1 I). Tli e very fury of the nations 
turm into an instrument of thtdr retribution. The rise and 
crash of ihe mighty empiro of antiquity led them to the 
belief that the nations are but His instruments (Isaiah 
rx :5ff.). They arc in His hanqF as day in the hands of the 
potter. He shapes and molds them in accordance with His 
plans. He is both the author and leading actor in the drama 
of history. To those who have lin eye for the true meaning 
of passing e"ents, He reveals t.limsclf not only as the Cod 
of might, who shatters the arrh of the tyrant, but abo as 
the God of right, who balances the scales of justice. 
Though His judgments bcdela'Yed, they are sure to appear. 

''Righteousness and justice are the foundation of 
Thy throne, 

Mercvand truth go before Thee 
( Ps.1.lm LXXXPC 15)' 

In the vision of Moses God sh.ows Himself as "the Lord, 
the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and 
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abundant in goodness and truth; keeping mercy unto the 
thousandth generation, .forgiving iniquity and transgres-
sian and sin; and that will by 110 means clear the guilty; 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and 
upon the children's children, unto the third and unto the 
fourth generation." Amos' emphasis upon God's inexor
able ju.nice and Hosea's message of His untailing love are 
united in this remarkable statement. 

With the deepening of Ithe conviction of the prophets 
of God's moral nature and. holiness, the thought dawned 
in their minds that material Ukcocssca misrepresent Him. 
The second commandmC1\t, forbidding the worship of 
oilier gods, waa enlarged 1;0 prohibit all visual presenta
tions of God~ "Thou ahalt Ilave 110 other gods before Me. 
Thou shalt not make unto thee a graven image, nor any 
manner oC likencs;, of arlything that is in the heaven 
above, or that is in the c~pth beneath, or that is in the 
watcr under the carth. :r1~U shalt not bow down unto 
them nor strve them." Goi it ~irit and not flesh (Isaiah 
xxX! : 3). Hidden f rom ~ human eye, He reveals Him
self to the inner yj.'lion of ili prophets as the supreme ruler 
of nature and oC humanityl He is the moving agent behind 
all phenomena, thc powcr behind the marvels of earth and 
sky, the detenniner of the destinies of individuals and of 
nations, and the source of the moral law whereby they 
attain their happiness. 

To prophetic thought God could not remain one among 
others and appeared as the one and only Cod. The crises 
in the inner life of the na.tion and the struggles agairult 
hostile forces revealed Him as the God of Israel's history. 
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The widening of the international horizon, in the eighth 
century B.C.£., led the prophets to the further conviction 
that He who rules tJle destinies of Israel is the sovereign of 
all the nations. The dark-skinned Ethiopians and Israel's 
foa, the Phi.listines and the Aramean.s, are the objects of 
His solicitude (Amos oc 7). Egypt, tOO, is His people, 
and Assyria His handiwork (Isaiah xOC:2S). He is the 
Father of all men (Malachi D : 10). All gods beside Him 
are things oC naught. The v~y adm~bilily of their ex· 
istence was ruled out. The gada of the nationa are mere 
idols, the creations of bumlUl! labor, whereas the living 
God ~ the Creator 01 aU thirlgs (Jeremiah :0: ... 6 ) . In 
contrast to both polytheism al1d Perman dualian (oC the 
belief in two oppoei.ng principia oC good and evil») Deu
tero-lsaiah exclaims in God's name: '" am the Lord (Yah
weh), and there is none else, beside Me there is no God 
. . . I form the light and C1'eI te darkne.; ( make peace, 
and create evil; I am the ~ that doeth all these things" 
(Isaiah XL"5"7) 

Through prophetic tea • " the name Yahweh ceased 
to be a personal designation r deity as worshipped in J. 
rael and became the ineffable name of th. "niuersal God, 
the fountain of all existence and the ruler of all mankind. 
Connected at first with Mt. Sinai or Horeb and subsc
quentJy with Mt. Zion and the land of Israel, He w:t.'!. rec
ognized as the creator of the universe. Beginning as the 
only God of brad, He came to be proCessed as the sole 
God oC all humanity. 

Having .attained to the conception of ethical monothe· 
ism, the masters of Judnism made it their basic doctrine. 
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They incorporated it into the entire Bible, from Genesis 
to Chronicles. The henolh'cistie expressions were so care
fully subordinated to the monotheistic viewpoint that they 
virtually passed unnoticed luntillhe rise of modem critical 
scholarship. 

RABBINIQ BELIEPS 

The Rabbis, accepting th<: Tornh as the literal word of 
God, interpreted it in the light of its highest conception. 
Despite occasional homilet!lcal extravagance, growing out 
of the free play of fancy they praavt"d and even ad
\'anced lbe Biblical ideas d~;: In their cacntial purity. 
Withgreatcarcthcyeadea to interpret away all rcr
erences to anthropomorp'!UImI and anthropopathisms. 
"The Torah spoke in the I~gtlagc of menlO_ is thcir ex
planation of such rcfcrtllcG~ in Scripture. Emphasizing the 
IIpiritll:l.1 and ethical natun; of God, they cominually dif
fercntiated between man';!1 ways and Cod's ways. The 
King of the univerac and t"e FaLber of all mankind does 
not aCllikc an earthly kin~'~or a human father. While Hc 
rules the world in justice (J iddal haJdin ). He inclines to 
mercy. His object is not t( punish but to save and to re
deem. His attribute of justiu is tempered l>y the attribute 
of mercy (MiddaJ harahamim). Hence He is evcr ready 
to receive the erring who return to Him in rC~lanCc. 
This favorite belief of thc Rabbis is in the spirit or'l>So"l.lm 
0111 : 13: "Like as a fatht:r hath compassion upon His 
children, so hath the Lo..,d compnssion upon them lhat 
fear Him." A prayer' basod upon the words of Jeremiah 
XXXI:!:I: reads: "With abounding love hast Thou loved us, 



o Lord our God, and with gn:at and exceeding pity hast 
thou pitied us," 

God is referred to not only as the "Holy One, praised be 
He," "Master of the world," and "the All-present," but 
also "Our Father, our King," "merciful Father," "our 
Father who art in Heaven," and "the Merciful One." 
The rabbinic view of God is clearly expressed in the 
opening paragraphs of the central prayer of the liturgy 
(the Amidah) . Cod is invokGd as the God of the patri
archs. "the great, mighty and lrevcrcd God, the most high 
God, who bcstowcat lovingkindne., and pOllesscst aU 
things; who rememberest the i~ness of the fathers, and 
in love wilt bring a redeemer to their children's children 
for Thy name's sake. 0 King, Helper, Savior and Shield 
. . . Thou sustalncat the living with lovingkindness, 
quickcncst the dead with great mercy, supportcst the fall
ing, hcalest the sick,looscst t~~ bound, and keepcst faith 
to them that sleep in the dust' (Singer's translation.) 

The rabbinic doctrine of th Kingdom of God is strik
ingly stated in the Adoration (~~l,"b) with which all three 
daily services close. It is no 1 rnger limited to Israel but 
embraces aU men of all races B:nd of aU lands. "We there
fore hope in Thee, 0 Lord our God, that we may speedily 
behold the glory of Thy might, when Thou wilt remove 
the abominations from the e2lrlh, and the idols will be 
utterly cuI off, when the world will be perfected under the 
kingdom of the Abnighty, and nil the children of flesh will 
call upon Thy name, when Thou wilt turn unto Thyself 
all the wicked of the earth. Le;t all the inhabitants of the 
world perceive and know that unto Thee every knee must 

15 



bend, every tongue must swear. Before 11u:(, 0 Lord our 
God, let them bow and fall; and unto Thy glorious name 
let tbem give honor; let them all accept the yoke of Tby 
kingdom, and do Thou reilgIl over them speedily, and for 
ever and ever. For the kingdom ill Thine, and to all eter
nity Thou wilt reign in gIOI:)'; as it ill written in Thy Law, 
(Ex. xv:IB). 'The Lord Ilhall reign for ever and ever.' 
And it is said, (Zeehariah :KlV :9) 'And the Lord shall be 
King over aU the earth; in that day shan the Lord be One, 
and His Dame One' ... (SiIlger's translation.) 

PlIJI.08c;tPBIQ IDUJI 

The rabbinic idcu or Opel arc baled upon re\'ealed 
Scripture and tradition rather thaD upon independent re
flection. The cballenp or aUe:a doctrines and critical phil
osophies impened the mastlm or JudaIsm to examine and 
defend the data of reVe1at~~n and to prescnt its teachings 
in systematic form. They also camc to usc their own rea
son as an independent ~'CC or knowledge, relying upon 
observable phenomena COlI their version of reality. They 
interrogated nature for cvii:!ence regarding nalure's Cod. 
While the beginnings of philosophic reflection appear in 
the Bible, it is in post-bibli~~ times that philosophy flow
ered forth in Judaism. Eminent Jewish thinkers utilized 
all the resources or reason .and caUed upon all systems of 
knowledge to interpret and to deepen the Jewish ideas of 
God. 

Coming in contact with Greek philosophy, Jewish 
thinkers, in Alexandria in pre-Christian times, and in 
Medieval Spain and other lands. took over many useful 
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clements from Plato, Aristotle, and the Stoics, in the light 
of which they rcJormuialed their own basic convictions. 
Following the Stoics, the author of the Wisdom of Solomon 
conceived of God as the aU-pervasive Divine principle 
which manifests itself as the rational order of the universe. 
With the aid of Platonic teaching, Philo advanced proofs 
for the existence of God from mal'ure and from the intui
tions of the soul. Under Aristotelian influence, Maimo
Ilides presented God as the Firsf Cause and Prime Mover. 
The endeavor was made to HIU: the impersonal God of 
Greek mctaphysica with the living God of the prophets, 
and to bllttr~ revealed religion with natural theology. 
The Arabic Kalam, too, helped the Jewish masters to pur
ify the attributes of God and to free them from all physical 
impiicatioIl8. In turn, the Jew:1ab pbiJOIOphic refonnula
lions of the Cod idea affected 1C thought of both Moslem 
and Christian schoohnen. 

Almost every significant Pb:~OSOphy in modem times 
has been brought into vita! tact wJ!h the Jewish idea 
of God: Pantheism through Spinoza, Deism through 
Mendelssohn, Kantian Morali~ through Moritz Lazarus 
and Hcnnann Cohen, Hegeliai'~ Idealism through Samuel 
Hirsch, and Vitalism through Bergson. Practically cvery 
modern conception of theism has struggled for a place in 
Judaism as in Christianity. Ho'Wever, while significant re· 
visions have been made in response to advancing thought, 
ethical monotheism remains th(: heart of Judaism. We still 
worship Him as the God of oUlr falhers, as God revealed 
through history and through plrophetic genius. 
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II. THE REALITY OF GOD 

From our brief historical survey of the God idea in Juda
ism let us turn to its penn anent clements. The Alpha and 
the Omega of Judaism is the reality of God. Like all 
truths, so this one has not gone unchallenged by the op
ponents of religion. As in the past, so loday, the challenge 
comes principally from the realm of natural science. In the 
thousands of years that ha"'c passed since Judaism arrived 
at the monotheistic worId·,,'icw, science has made remark
able progn:a. It bali unveiled a limitlCSll universe, of vast 
spaces and unending time, bf myriads of alan and of plan
ets of gigantic dimenAiona. 'We are baID.ed by the immensi
ties. the marvell, and the potentialities or the bewildering 
pageant of the skies. ExtenCling the reign of law to all de
partments of existence, scic=nce clashed with the belief in 
miracles, i.e., of the occasiCtnal intervention of God in the 
processes of nature for the I~nefit of man. Under the spcll 
of triumphant reason, whiclh has established the intercon
nection of the natural order and the unbroken continuity 
of the evolutionary proc9s, the whole idea of God ap
peared to some thinkers as a useless hypothesis. The uni
verse, they maintain, can be accounted for without Him. 
To unify and to organize -our multifarious experience of 
the outside world and to ulnderstand the scene of our life, 
they revived the ancient philosophy of materialism, which 
rests on the assumption that the universe constitutes a sort 
of vast machine. It is an aggregate of physical forces 
which operate with undeviating regularity. However com
ple.'( it may appear, nature in all its parts reduces itself to 
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mere matter and force. Even such things as consciousness 
and conscience, mind, will and personality are but prod
ucts of matter. 

Picturing the world as a colossal automatic engine 
seems congenial to the thinking of men in an age that has 
witnessed the greatest triumphs of the machine. To nu
merous minds it recommends itselC as a common sense 
view which does away with much of the fog that has en
veloped reality. The difficulty with this picture is its over
simplicity. While there is a mlkhanistic aspect to nature, 
mechanism fails to account for its inmOlt character. The 
symbol of the mac-hine does n. t rcprocnt adequately the 
tiniest living organism, let alar. e the wondrous universe in 
which we live. The mysteries of generation and of growth, 
of consciousness, of intelligenc(: and of distinction between 
right and wrong, ctc., hardly l~c1ong to a machine. Those 
who think of the universe in t~m\l of mechanism overlook 
the further fact that no ma9~ine is self-made. Our en
gines, even if they be autom~tic, arc the products of the 
human mind that designed ~em. They ctid not originate 
themselves. The locomotive, t lc automobile, the watch
they are all manifestations of ;be mind that invented and 
designed them. Consequently 1,he measure of the machine 
for the universe fails to carry ()ut the real intention of the 
materialists. It docs not wholly do away with creative 
thought. Though wc may re(;ognize Ihe mechanistic as
pect of nature, we are not compelled to abandon its spir
itual aspect. An adequate picture, under which we may 
view the world, must reflect not only the material or quan
titative side of reality but also its spiritual or qua1itative 
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side, its order and beauty as well as ita size and power. It 
must include not only inorganic matter, but also ill capa
city to produce organisms, I:on.sciousnea, and intelligence. 

Rccent developments in the field of science itsclf have 
led some of its leading relprcsc.ntativCll to repudiate the 
purely mechanistic conception of the universe. That the 
world of law and harmuny cuuld have rvolved as a result 
of blind chance is too much of a strain upon the mind. 
The old Jewish philosophcr"Bnhya,argued : "lC one should 
bring an ordered manuscript and claim that the writing 
was produced by \he accidental spilling of ink upon the 
paper, wouM be be beliewdrr' Tbemodem British thinker. 
A. Seth PrID&I&-PanIaon, .Iora Ibc ...... argument more 
fully, The world ls "chanced in its pteICIDt intelligible 
structure as the result of l.ufiDite cud .. of the cosmic 
dice, much as the Iliad ortlne tragedy or Hamiel might be 
supposed to be a couocatioh of lettc"rs accidentally arrived 
at in the course of infinite ~lumings of the alphabetic sym
bols. Rationality ia not a lucky accident of this descrip
tion; it is the fundamental feature of the world. Intelligi
bility, as we actually discdrcr it, meaN that the world is 
the expression or embo~tcnt of thought, ]n this sense 
m,'tS agitat mot,m; reason is prc;ent at every stage as the 
shaping spirit of the whole.." 

"Today," Sir James JC!ans writes, uthere is a wide 
measure of agreement. whieh on the physical side '0£ sci
ence approaehC!l almost to unanimity, that the stream of 
knowledge is heading toward a non-mechanical reality i 
the universe begim to look more like a great thought than 
like a great machine. M.inc~ no longer appears as an aeci-
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dental intruder into the realm ()f matter; we are beginning 
to Slls~ct that we ought rather to hail it as the creator and 
governor of the realm of matteJ"--not, of course, our indi· 
vidual minds, but the mind i.n which the atoms out of 
which our individual minds have grown exist as 
thoughts •.. 

"We discover that the univ~:rse shows evidence of a de
signing or controlling power that has something in com
mon with our own individuall minds-not, so far as we 
have discovered, emotion, morality, or aesthetic apprecia
tion, but the tendcnW to think in the way which, for want 
of a better word, we ~be ~~ mathemadcal. And while 
much of it may be hostile to Ihe material appendages of 
life, much abo is akin to the fundamental activities of 
life; we are not eo much atranl~ or intruders in the uni
verse as we at first thought. 

"Those inert atoms in the Pjimevaillime which first be
gan to foreshadow the attribu~F of life were putting them
selves more, and not lela. in ftC with the fundamental 
nature of the universe." 

The mechanistic view of th universe, which in the not 
far distant past threatened ujl destroy religion, is being 
abandoned by high priests of science. "Today," Professor 
Milikan writes, "physics is much more open-minded, 
much less dogmatic. much less disposed to make all-inclus
ive generalizations, and to imagine that it is dealing with 
ultimate realitics, than it was twenty-five years ago ... 
Modern science of the real sort is learning to walk humbly 
with its God. And in learning that lesson it is contributing 
something to religion." The reality of mind and the prob-
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ability that it works upon matter, directing its develop
ment and setting up its goals arc gaining ground with 
leading scientists as they have with philosophers and the
ologians. "The principles, ]laws, and in general, the order 
of naturc," E. C. Conklin concludes, Hare evidences of the 
immanence of some plan in this universal mechanism 
which we call 'nature'." Bellid in Gud, which is a po:sluialc 
of reason as well as an intuition of faith, is still the best an
swer to the riddle of existelllcc and to the meaning of lire. 
With renewed confidence 'fYc may continue to proclaim: 
"The Lord rcigncth." 

Dn'l~ B UNITY 

The central troth of Judalll1l is the unity of God. In a 
world of paganism, Judainm proclaimed: "Hear, 0 Is
rael, the Lord our God, the Lord is one." This declaration 
has served as the watchwo'1i of our faith and has grown in 
depth and in meaning with the progres.<; of the centuries. 
It carried the denw of the' reality of the gods of the an
cient pantheoJUJ, of Can ~ Egypt, Assyra-Babylonia, 
Persia, Greece, and Rome. tv .,?compromising monotheism 
differentiated Judaism f r Christianity with its doctrine 
of the Trinity of Father, ~lOn and Holy Ghost. The em
phasis upon unity excluded the idea of intermediaries in 
Judaism. Though the Bible knows of Cherubim, Sera
phim and angels, and though rabbinic thought luxuriates 
in "angelic m)1hology," Judaism consistently denied them 
independcnt personality. As the Hebrew name (malach
im) indicatcs, angels were mere mCllSCngers of God, who 
have no will other than His and are not the objects of ado-
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ration and worship. Neither did Judaism allow the "Word 
of God" (the M emra of the Ar:amaie versions of the Bible) 
to figure-like the Logos in Philo's philosophy and .in 
Christian theology-as a perscmal intemlediary. It repre
sents a mere device of the translators to overcome some of 
the anthropomorphisms of the Biblical text. Of similar 
nature is the usc of the word Shechinah ("Presence") by 
the Rabbis. It is but a reverent manner of referring to God 
as immanent. His unity is imIl'licit in the very conception 
of His spiritual nature, His absoluteness and His perfec
tion, Religions which admitted the existence of many gods 
did not consider anyone of thFm equal to the cosmic role 
expected of an all-sovereign God. To the philosophers, 
unity as applied to God suggt;~tcd uniqueness, Bahya re
fers to Ood as "the true Unity' (dad ha6met) as distin
guished (rom "seeming unity.'1 As the ultimate cause and 
ground of aU existence, Cod~' . one, Maimonides teaches: 
"not one of a genus nor of as -des, and not as one human 
being who is a compound di 'p"ble into many unities; not 
a unity like the ordinary rna 'a1 body which is one in 
number but takes on endless 'visions and parts. But He, 
the exruted One, is a unity in the sense that there is no 
unity like His in any way." H,t is also One in the sense of 
being the only true Reality. "He alone is reality. and none 
else has a reality like His," 

TilE COSUIC GOD 

One of the grounds for the belief in the unity of God, ac
cording to Maimonidcs, is the organic unity and intercon
nectedness of the universe. He integrates and sustains the 
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cosmos. That God is the Master of the world-Ribbofttl 
sh,1 olam-is a fundamcnltal conviction of Judaism. His 
cosmic nature which is expressed in His attribute of Cre
ator, inheres in the idea of monotheism. Divorced from 
creation, He would not be God. In the words of Philo: 
"as it is the property of firt: to burn. and of snow to chlll, 
so it is the property of God 1:0 be creating. And much more 
so, as He Himself is to aU olther beings the author of their 
working." God is not astatic Idea, but living and active in 
the drama of nature and oj' history. Whether creating the 
universe out D/ ,",'Ma, or shapina it ou.t of eternal matter, 
God was conceived, at 6tlJl, as working from without, 
fashioning the world in the JIl8IIPeI' in whic.h the potter 
moulds hia _ out of <:h,y. Prol!ft"llvo Jewish thought. 
go;ng beyond the Uteral ..Jlianoo, of the lint chapter of 
Genesis, refused to regard ~rc:ation as an event which took 
place once for all in the far diAtant put, and viewed it as 
a cease1ess procCSl. Thoughl it had a beginning, it is with
out end. The morning prayer tcada:: "In His goodness He 
continues to renew daily tJ;le works of creation." Operat
ing.uninterruptedly in nall • the transcendent creator is 
also immanent. 

God's relation to the u,niverse is viewed in Judaism 
from the double aspect of transcendence and immanenc8. 
His transcendence is part of His holiness. He is mysterious, 
incomparable, and unapproachable. The prophets, I8ge!i 

and poets glory in His greatness, power and wisdom. The 
heaven is His throne and the earth His footstool (Isaiah 
LXVI: I). He made the Plci.adcs and Orion; He brings on 
the shadow of death in the morning. and darkens day into 



night; He calls the waters of the sea and pours them upon 
the face of the earth (Amos v : 8). He is enthroned above 
the circle of the earth, and its .inhabitants are as grasshop
pers; He stretched forth the heavens as a curtain, and 
spread them out as a tent to dwell in. Though they shall 
be worn-out like a gannent, He shall remain the selfsame. 
(Isaiah XL :22; u :6ff.) His throne is established of old; 
He is from everlasting (Psalm xern). ''Dominion and fear 
are with Him; Hemaketh pe~ce in His high places" (Job 
XXV:2). The pride of man is humbled by the reminder of 
the author 01 Job (XI :7-8) : 

"Canst thou find the decn things of God? 
Canst thou attain the purpose of the Almighty? 
]t is aJ high as heaven; \vhat canst thou do? 
Deeper than the nether-world; what canst thou 

know?" 

Yet. though He is far, He' also near. Jeremiah an
nounces : 

"Can anyone hide h~lf in secret places 
That I shall not see hiui1 saith the Lord. 
Do not I fill heaven 8n'\-earth?" (xxm :24.) 

His mysterious presence haunts the universe. In the words 
of the Psalmist: 

"Whither shall I go from Thy spirit? 
Or whither shall I floe fn'Om Thy presence? 
If) ascend up into heav,en, Thou are there; 
If ] make my bed in the nether-world, behold, 

Thou art there. (Ps. CXXXIX :6«.) 
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He is not on1y beyond the world, but also everywhere 
within it, His immanence s'upplements His transcendence. 
Jf the refinement of the mind tended to render Him re
mote, the spiritual cravin~: of the heart kept Him near. 

Rabbinic literature, as we noted above, expressed the 
Divine aspect of immanence by the tenn Shechinah (Pres
ence). "No place is devoid of God'>' At the ~lIe time the 
Rabbis teach that "the Holy One is the place of the world, 
but the world is not His place." The heavens declare the 
glory of God, the eternal apd infinite power upon whom 
we all depend. They rcveaJ. a wisdom which the human 
mind can aearch out but aID neither fathom nor exhaust. 
Bahya writes: "He ia near~1E' than aU things Dear from the 
standpoint of His acts, but .ruther than all things far from 
the standpoint of His e.ehtiaJ glory and likeness." And 
the poet philoeopher Jehudah Halevi sang: 

"Lord, where s1i~1 I flOd Thee? 
Exalted and secret is Thy place; 

And where shan I not find Thee? 
The world is full of Thy glory." 

Combining God's transc,endence with His immanence, 
the masters of Judaism gu~U'ded agawt two dangers that 
result from the exclusive l!mphasis of one or the other. 
Transcendence, taken by itself, removes God from the 
affairs of the world and re:duces Him to a mere abstrac
tion. Immanence by itself tc:nds to lose God in the universe 
and leads to pantheism or to materialism. Taken together, 
the two conceptions vitaUy supplement each other and 
furnish a sound basis for Ithr: spiritual life. God may be 
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said to transcend the cosmic process as the sun transcends 
the earth; yet, He is immanent within it as the sun ~r
vades the carth by its energy a.nd light. 

Though above the world of space and time, He is its all
encompassing presence, penm:aling the whole texture of 
nalure and directing it from within. He is the creative 
source and condition of universal existence. the Life that 
animates and the Mind that directs all. Ibn Gabirol ex
claims: "Thou art soul of the soul!' The universe is His 
"living garment." All cxistlmce is but His transient 
shadow, ever changing and assuming new fonns. He is 
from eternity to eterruty. AmiC:J: the sea of dissolution, He 
alone is constant, unifying the waning phenomena and 
bringing harmony out of chaos. 

This idea gives ground to the beUef that Cod rules 
through law and love. The ancient view of nature per
mitted a conception of God pperating il) occasional dis
regard of f1aturallaw. At H~ rJllJ He sets aside the order 
of nature to hring hdp to H1~ people. This belief, a., we 
observed, haa beeD rendered ~lfficuIt for moderns. But the 
doctrine of Divine immanencCj carries within itself the cor· 
reerion of this view. He to whlj* transcendence the starry 
skies testify is immanent as phlysical Jaw in nature and as 
moral imperative in the human heart. He works within 
the creative process. He subdues chaos-dark, confused 
and fonnlemj He organizes and fashions it into an ordered 
whole: a universe. The ordering Power, deeply imbedded 
in the structure of the univcrst:, is evcr at work also in hu· 
man life. Here, too, we discern patterns of hannony, the 
sequence of cause and effect and the dominance of aims 
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and goals. This orderliness of human life (orms the basis 
of morality. Right and truth, justice and Jove, goodness 
and beauty seem to be "part of the web and woof" of our 
mysterious universe. The moral values which give distinc
tion to man, arc not whoUy of his own invention. In in
cipient form some of them may be observed in the rest of 
creation. Mutu,J aid, :.clf-~ivillg:, 5ympathy, tenderness, 
group consciousness and cOI:>peration arc exhibited also by 
animals. They have come 1.0 birth in a universe which is 
congenial to them. Moral '\alues have been partly created 
by man and partly forced upon him by "an ideal-forming 
activity resident in the W<lrld," which we take to be a 
manifestation of deity. 

The destructive foreta of nature, which we designate as 
evil, are balanced by CQns1.ruc1ive onc:a. Death itself ap
pears as part of the rhythlm of unending life. The evils 
within his nature are offset J>y his moral sense. Though he 
often exhibits the ferocity ~,f the tiger and the python, he 
can rise to divine heightao~ mercy and love for his fellow
men. Endowed. with reaso~ and with the ability to direct 
his life course, man emerge~ from the fierce combat with 
the. forces of natur~ and witp the passions that bum within 
himself transfigured and r.adiant. History reveals his in
cessant struggle to ascend ever higher to moral and spir
itual peaks, to a h~rmony, loighteousness and mercy which 
~I"('m to be at the heart of the universe. Judaism, therefore, 
looks for God not only in law but also in love and in good
ness. Though they seem to dash at timcs, the attributes of 
justiee and of mercy combine to sustain the moral order 
and attest His awesome majesty . 
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Under the reign of law, we expect to find actions which 
fit into the cosmic scheme more SUCCCS.1Cul than those 
which conflict with it. Compensation indeed forms part 
of the natural order of things. The soil and the dements 
unite to reward the earnest worker and to punish the shifl
less one. Wickednas carries along its own penalty, and 
virtue its reward, Though-as the author of Job has 
shown-the detailed application of the law of retribution 
of all human conditions leads to moraJ perplexity, it works 
in a general way and may not be ignored by &hose who 
would not permit their Iiva to end in failure. 

THE J>KIUK)NA1: OOP 

''The Power manifested throughout the UDivene, distin
guished as material," Herbert Spencer writes, "II the same 
Power which in ourselves wells up in the form of consci
ousness." Viewed from the cosmic end, this Power appears 
impersonal as Sovereign of the universe, transcendent and 
immanent, Contemplated from the human end, as the 
source of our being, He laICal • personal, The whole 
trend of modem thought compels us to regard man as part 
and parcel of the univene. HiI relationihip to it cannot be 
purely physical, )f his body is of the dust of the earth, and 
if his eyes tmiry to the light or the sun, can hia conscious
ness, his conscience and his intdligence be unrelated to 
anything outside himsdC? A universe in which man de
veloped must have at its heart something akin to the men
tal and spiritual as to the physical &ides of his nature. 

Judaism, accordingly, acclaims the living God not only 
as the Lord of creation, but also as the loving Father of all 



men. The fountain of our being cannot be unrelated to us. 
No more than the properties of a drop of water are absent 
from the vast ocean arc the qualities which we dLscem in 
finite man alien to the J nfinite One. Our endowments of 
consciousness, intelligence, will, and freedom mirror the 
Divine. We may think of them as modes of the infinite 
spirit. Personality thus serves as a key to ultimate reality. 
]15 existence argues that thc80urceof ourbeingispcrsonal. 

Pusonality is characteristic of the Jewish idea of Cod. 
He was conceived as peraonal before He was recognized as 
cosmic. However, an important change hal taken place in 
the conception of Hill ~ty. To the ancients person
ality sua-! bodily farm. The p.p"lar myth-making 
mind ,tiU bnaglnco God aa a hum .... 1ilre bdDg or enlvged 
proporti .... AgaImt oueh 411lAroporrwrpilk vi.", or God, 
Judaism-as we noted above-bas registered its protest 
since the days of tbe propheta. For thinking pmple per
sonality refers not to the pbysical aspt:ct of man, but to his 
inner essence-psychical, rational and moral. While as 
human beings we can think only in human tenns and can
not rid ourselves entirely of a taint of anthropomorphism, 
we must guard ourseIvC8 against the lower or corporeal 
anthropomorphism, and train ourselves to think of God in 
tenns of our highest conceptions of spiritual personality. 
Of the aeence of human personality are not only unity of 
hring or s.llhnnd and sell-consciousness, but abo i"'tlli
gtne", which consist3 of the capacity to know and of free
dom to choose between alternatives, will or the power of 
independent initiative, and purporiveness, i.e., devising 
means toward securing certain ends or of acting with a 



goa! in view. In finite man these elements of personality 
are partial, conditional and limited. or God we may think 
as the supreme, abeolute, uncOllditionai and perfcct Per
sonality, since He alone pos CII the unlimited creative 
power and wisdom to execute His designs. 

Even as the human personality expresses il8C1f through 
an organism and is dependent upon a physical environ
ment so the Divine Personality mllllif~ts il&C:lf in the ma
teria! world through the unending process of creation. His 
purposive will realizes itself in cOIInic ends, in the order of 
nature and in the 6YC1ofmen. The bcIief Ibal tbcuniversc: 
represents God'. creation eliminates the ralle dualism be
tween earth and heaYCn and betwu .. body and spirit. The 
JewiM prayerltat'el: "The lOul 11 Thine and the body too 
is Thy handiwork." The conviction that He works not 
only In nalure but Wso in buman life gives us the idea of 
Providence. Our livt:3 are wiwn His power. The tinieet 
atom does not ext"t outside or Ills domaio. His sovereign
ty is over all creatures. The eye of faith beholds Him 81 a 
watchful shepherd. 0peraIIDa lo. the li'ICI of oatiOni and 
races, He appean II the God of history. With Him as its 
conscious goal and guide, hiaaory U!lume& a dynamic cha .... 
acter, moving toward the far-off event of the realization 
of His purposes, of the fulfillment of the Messianic bope 
of the establishment of the Kingdom of God on earth, 
when God shall be worshipped ruI One and humanity ahaU 
Conn one brotherhood. God thus manifCltl Himself in 
"the growth of meaning and valuc," in increased order, 
truth and goodness, as the embodiment and pattern of 
ethical idealiJrn. 
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Though we think of Him in tenns of our highcst nature, 
we arc aware that bctwttn our concepta of Him and His 
real nature gapes a wide disparity. His tratl!lCendence im
plies that He is other than we, qualitath'ely dlffctent Crom 
our human nature. Inacc~ble to our tea.'IOn, He ever re
mains incomprehcnsible, unnamable, m)'sterious. Even 
the atlribul.C:ll that ~ppcar best suited to Him are mere in
dications of His nature. Hence we employ the predicate 
"pcnonaJ" as a mere symbol and not as an actual trans
cripl oC reality. More properly we may llpeak of Him as 
supn-pnltlA4J. Any other analogy of Him, which the hu
man miad may -. II 1xI. putiol aDd provWonal. 
What we waine lha.t weww ot Him II infinitesimally 
... alI by tho oide 01 what"" do DOt ....... We, _0", 
charaeterile Him u ,.,,,. .. ,tnl, not in the sense of 
anti-natural or of tuIlalnlng no relation to natuI'C, but of 
transcending any natural analogy that we form oC Him. 
Only superlative!! can suggest Hil inexprc&'lible character. 
Contrnsta and negatiON of predicates derived from hu
man experience come ncartr awl. He U! not material nor 
subject to the accidents which befall matter. He is above 
time and space. Mil is infinite power, infinite Jove, and in
finite wisdom. 

By the side o( r«ogni2iog His otherness, Judaism a(· 
fil11ll that God is not alien to human natun: at ita highest 
and that His spirit encomplLsscs and upholds us. uThe In
finite," W. Morgan obsavcs, "is not apart from, but in the 
finite; the Eternal is not apart from, but in the temporal; 
the Supernatural is not apart from. but in the natural." 
Thus the Bible expresses a dl".ep truth by teaching that the 
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image of God is stamped upon man, and that the Divine 
spirit makes him a living 5OUI. By virtue of the Divine in 
him, man may regard himseJr an heir of immortalit,. 
Conscious questing after Him nnd communion with Him 
appear native to the human spirit. It yearns for the foun
tain whence it came. While the thoughts, words, and acts 
which we employ in our worship fail utterly to express the 
inm~ nature of God, they art: the best that we have at 
our disposal. The broken syllables which ..... e wunmcr forth 
regarding Him in our songs and prayern may not accord 
entirely with the aceaaional findings 0{ science and philos
ophy, but they do not aim at )~('aI precision. They are 
rather poetic expraaionl of tb(~ inner ltirrinp which His 
being evokes within UI. '1be symbols of our inner experi
ence, embodied in prayer lind 8.doration,lICtYc \II as rungs 
of the ladder whereon we ascend from earth to the throne 
of God. We may not worship Gpd aright III we should love 
to, but our feeble efforts cann~1 be without some worth at 
least for oUf'!IC'lves. Thought l~a bridge whereon spirit 
meets with spirit. ThouRh hi en (rom us, God draws 
nigh to those who call Him i truth. "Though God es
cape:$ our knowledge," aays PId us, "He does not t::8Cape 
U!!!' Worship. in the Jewish view. ~ not the mere offering 
of word!! of praise nnd lIupplica.tion; it is also cooperation 
with Him in the increase of tJ:'Uth, goodness, and right
eousn~. True wor::hip is rend.ered whenever ~en dedi
cate their lives to godly end.!!. The whole realm of personal 
and social morality fonna part of man's wOnlhip of God. 
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SUMMARY 
Ethical monotheism is not merely one of the numerous ar
ticles of Jewish belief, but the very heart of the Jewish re
ligion, It gives character to all of its doctrines, its ethics 
and worship. Through historic experience, as interpreted 
by the genius oC the prophets and through the reRection 
of the sages, the Jewish people grew aware of the reality 
of God and that underneath all existence are His everlast
ing anns. The Lord of th(: universe is also the God of the 
spirits of all flesh. He reveals Himself in the majestic 
sweep of the evo)utional)'j process, in the history of races 
and nations and in the minds and consciences of the pure 
in heart who IICek. to comn;,une with Him, in humility and 
in faith, II with a Fatl:r:r and KiD,. Redeemer and 
Friend. We look for lib revdatlon and purpose not only 
in cosmic Jaw but aJaoin human love and justice, in good
ness and in truth, in beauty and in holine!l8. Through these 
He speaks to tbe bearts o~ all who would hear and shows 
them the way of life. To cherish them and to live supreme· 
Iy and self. .. sacrificingly by them is to have an experience 
of God and to know what He means to the soul.. Thc idea 
of God has diStinguished - ~Fel as a people of destiny and 
of re1igious mission to the rest of the families of the earth .. 
It transforrru and irradiat'le! the lives of all men. 1t brings 
sanctity ~and mora1 content and meaning into human ex
istence .. Belief in God ever has served as a dynamic of per
sonal and social well-being and regeneration. It has in
spired men with patience and with courage to face ob
stacles seemingly insurmountable .. ..r n the darkest night of 
sorrow and of raging tempest, it has shone forth as the star 
of hope and pointed to a brighter and better tomorrow. 
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1!I:be 6 0tial c9utlook 0'( jMobtrn :Jubai'm 
By ABRAHAM CRONBACH 

SOCIAL VISION is the des(iny of every religion. Even 
the religions that seem to ccmsist only of rituals and of 

belicb about the supernatural carry the seeds of human 
$Crvice donnant within them. :F'or behind all rituals and 
beliefs and prompting all ritual!. and beliefs lurk the press
ing needs of life. Rituals and bc:lliefs taWry the worshiper's 
emotional needs and-for that very reason pemap!-3re 
deemed to move lOme Higher Power to sathfy all types 
of needs. In the list DC human npeds, the social needs loom 
large. "Naught unto man is nlore useful than man," It 
is from man that man some of his greatest ad-
vantages and man suffers some of hi! 
grea.",. . ~ ~:"~ 

acquires way the 
obligation attains a 
dominant prophets 
of Israel comtitutc history's instance of this. 
Yet, again and again, since the days of the prophets, the 
same trend has recurred. Rclil~on is forever finding it! 
way, amidst ceremonials and creeds, into the domain of 
social purpose. During our own genemtion, such has tran· 
spired with various of the world:'! religions, Judaism among 
them. 
~any Jewish people, while ~:treme in their social ardor, 

are averse or indifferent to religion, at least to religion 
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THE SOCIAL OUTLOOK 

in its usunl acceptation. Judaism influences them un
consciously perhaps, thou@:h consciously it has ceased to 
sway them. In all events, lIimiLs of space obUge us to con
fine the present survey to groups which are Jewish in the 
sense of bcing devoted to some form of religion that is 
Jewish. We refer to such bodies as The Central Confer
ence of American Rabbis, The Rabbinical Assembly of 
America, The Union of A:merican Hebrew Congregations, 
The National Council of Jewish Women, and TIle Na~ 
tional Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, and to Jewish 
leaden who, even when ~'lCf act oubide of these organ
izations, do so with the cc:r,sent and the prestige of some 
religiow coapegatlon. FOIl the lake of darity and brevity 
we shall Ipeak of 'The CM,raJ Conference of American 
Rabbis as l'the keform Rabbis," 01 "The Rabbinical A~
sembly of America ns .. th(~ Conservative Rabbis," of The 
Union of American Ilebre,,, Congregations as "!.he Reform 
laity," of The National Cciuncil of Jewish Women as "the 
Council of Jewish Women! and of The National Federa
tion of Temple Sisterhood1. as "the Sisterhoods." 

How docs the social ou~ook of any religious association 
cxprcs.~ itself? The ways ~;rc numerous. These arc some: 

I. Committee reports ador,lted :tt conventions. 
2. Resolutions officially pa~d. 
3. Social justice platfomls or "creeds" $ummanzmg a 

consensus reached over a period of yean. The Cen
tral Conference of American Rabbis formulated a 
platform of social justice in 1918 and a new plat
form in 1928. A pfClnounccment of similar purport 
by the Conservative Rabbi! bears the date of 1934. 
A statement, GuidinA~ Principles 0/ Reform Judaism. 
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approved by the Rdorm Rabbis in 1937 devotes to 
the subject of 50Ciai jl..utic,~ an entire parngrnph. 

4. Message, of social jwtice 5ud1 3S the Central Confer
ence of American Rabbi! has been issuing annually 
on the eve of the Jcwi~h New Year. Thus far, these 
have dealt chiefly with the subject of unemployment. 

5. Oevotibns of social aspir"..1tion such as one nnds in the 
afternoon IIC.rvice for the l?ay of Atonement, Union 
Prayer Book, Volume U, )ages 314 to 317. 

6. Appeals to the public in behalt or underptivUeaed per_ 
lIOns or groups. ~ m~y he appea .. ror moral 
lI,upporl or for financial auRport. 

7. Messages of Ilmpatby to thf: victims of' !OClal injustice. 
8. Public mcetinp for furtheripg IOtDe obje(t of 5()Ciai 

righteousncu. 
9. fnvestigatiol15 of ;ndu~trin1~ nflku and of impmon-

ment.'I. 
10. IntercC'-!iom with employe 
II. InteKt'uioni with gowmmetlj 
Activities 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 ant I 
Jewith groups alone but by Jew: 
jointly with Catholic and Pro~ 

oftieialL 
uaUy carried out not by 

groups concurrently or 
, groupo. 

FRiENDSIfIP POIt LAftOR 

Qut of these channels of ex-preuion, what are the attitudes 
that become manifest? First, ..... ith regard to Jabor. The 
living wage (sometimes called "a minimwn wage"L the ./ 
eight-hour day, the one day (If ~t in seven and the wi'" 
freedom or workers to bargain collectively are urged in ,,/ 
one of the earliest Jewish prollouncemC'nu, the platform 
affirmed by the Rerorm Rabbis in 1918. With these, the -
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Reform laity, in the coune of the yean, concurred. The 
Con$UVauvc Rabbis, devdoping their program independ
ently, abo espoused those ideas. In their platfonn of 
1928, the Reform Rabbis define a living wage as one 
which is adequate not l....:rely for the workerl current 
needs but al50 for provU:ion against sickness and old age. 
"Such n wage," says tlus platform, "must be con.idered the 
first chllrge on any industry," That platform also proposes 
that, where possible, the working week be reduced to five 
days. In 1933, the Conservative Rabbi! wm t bcr,gnd this 

V as they endonecl the 1DO\'j,ement then afoot (or a reduction 
of the weekly houn of wc,rk to thirty. 10 1939, the Rdorm 
Rabbit esprased c:onc:crrl 0'Iet the threatened emascula
tion of the Pair Labor ~'Itandarda Act, c:anmonly known 
as the Wapi and Houn 1!.&W. 

C 
Th, Twdv.-Hour Do] ira Stetz. This brings to mind 

onc of the mOllt notable aChievements of organhted religion 
in America, namely, J.h~fclJoJiWU6P( 'be 'wch. bp'1t dar 
and the leven.day week or workers in the steel indwtry. 
President H:trding bad appealrd to the heads of the ateel 
indUKtry without result. 1lhe experts of the Iron and Steel 
Institute had announccdd after due investigation, that a 
shorter working period in the manufacture of steel was 
unfeasible.. Against this conclwion the late Rabbi Horace 

Wolf, Chairman of the 

of the N.;ltional Council 
and the corresponding Protestant body, The Federal 
Council of ChurchC5. On June 6, 1923, the three bodies 
publi.!!hed a joint appeal to the con5cience of America. 
And where liocrnl fol'Cl!!, unaidoo by religion, had failed, 
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religion added the influence that finally brought succe&t. 
On July 6, 1923, the steel industry, deferring to public 
opinion, announced the inauguration or plans for di5C01l· 
dnuing the inhuOl.ll.nly long periods or toil. 

Th. Particularly zealow hnve 
em.",,,,,. in defending the right 

of worlten to join unions of th~r own chOOliing. "Yellow 
dog" contracts and company unions ha.ve been denounced 
by both Rabbinic groups. The R.eronn Rabbit have refcrrW. 
censoriously to industrial espionage, while le~tion like 
that of the Wagner-Connery Bill or like dauIe 7A of the 
National IndUltrial R.ecovery Jt.et, IeCwing to labor com· 
plete f~orn iD thoee mattm't b,. been latuIed. Injunc. 
tions against worken OQ IIriIIe haYe _ proYOIcal Rabbinic 
censure. The Reform RabII ~bmmeDdecl the steps taken 
in 1928 to unlonlze the $Ieepi~~ car pqrten, and in 1936 
to unionize the socb&l workersj white the joint investiga. 
tlons conducted by the Reform Rabbis, the Federal Council 
or Churches. and the National Catholic Welfare Council 
in 1926, into the lockout on tJif Western Maryland Rail· 
road and, in 1927 and 1928. ~pto the disafi'Ktioru of the 
Real Silk Hosiery worken in~~ unionit.ation more than 
any other issue. More. recent1Y~ the Refonn Rabbis have 
voiced the hope for a reconciliation between the C. I. O. 
and the A. F. of L. and have favored certain changes in 
the National Labor Relations Act on the bMis of experi. 
ence with the act and or objectiolls offered both by labor 
and by management. The Conservative Rabbis are equally 
solicitoWi that the brea.ch in oruanized labor be. healed. 
J tri1ctJ Sl.mp!!!hies. Rabbinic participation with 

&ruuin gmup; iH me efl'oru to mitigate the textile con· 
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Riets in Tenncs.scc and in North Carolina as well as the 
help accorded by the Ref(,"" Rabbis in 1927 to the strik· 
ing bituminous miners alSl) centered around unionization. 
At the funeral of the workers killed during the disturbance 
at Marion, N. C., in 1929:. a. representative of the Federal 
Council of Churches dclivcred the eulogy. On the aame 
occasion, a I11ClS3ge of !)'Il1lpathy was read which had been 
&ent by the Chainnan of the Social Justice Commission of 
the Reform Rabbis. Tha~ these attitudes are not limited 
10 the 8.abbis of America II evidenced by a dispatch of 
the Jewllh Te1epaphic: A~cncy dated Wiln.1, October 9, 
1934, recounting how a a:rike of Jewbh tailors for better 
wages aDd workina CODdiljion1 had been proclaimed in a 
synagogue and how the "liken had m:eived the Rabbi's 
blcning. The Reform 1.abbJ. have abo urged labor 

on boatds or indwtriaJ managemenL 
Among the industrial prin. 

Rabbit have subKribcd is that 
mediation, cOllciUaLion, and arbitration. In at least a 

score or yegg'" '.::::1;. Rabbi, in the THiIl@ '!hftes 
1iave ICrved as arbitrators and mediators and have often 
acquitted tht:rnselvcs with ~ucceu nnd distinction, On two 
occasions the Social Justi'f:t Commi~,ion of the Refonn 
Rabbis wu itself askt:d by' striking workcrs to mediate in 
their conffiet. For their rd'us..l to arbitmte, the Centml 
Conference of American llabbis, in 1916, assigned equal 
rebukr to MIme employe" in N("w York ;tnd to Anmc !llrik
ers on the Pacific coast. 

Coping with UnemploJJ'7UJnl, Among the proposals 
of the Rabbinic plalfonn of 1918 stands 
for indmtrial aecid!~ow the accepted 
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out most of America. That platfonn further specifies 
workmen's health insurance and compensation for occu
pational dise:ues, measures which, while not yet universally 
adopted, arc nevertheless making headway. The national 
system of exchanges, suggested by the Reo. 
fonn Rabbis has become actualized in recent 
yean. Is em-

ments the Rabbi. and of the ' of Women 
since the onset of the depreuio:n. outlaY.' (or 
public works as • meana or ~.udng unemploymezlt are 
likewise mentioned in the platt~irm or 1928 as well as In 
later Rabbinic atatemenb both lR.eCorm and C'.anRrvative. 
Both Rabbinic auoclationt have iru.isted upon governmen· 
tal relief for the job1e'Q. Among the pubUc gatherings 
sponsored by the Social Ju.stice Commission of the Refonn 
Rabbis have been the Conference on Permanent Preven
tive. of Unemployment h~ld in conjunction with the 
Catholic and Proteatant 0 .tion. at Washington in 
January, 1931, and the Soda1 J ftice Seminar conducted in 
conjunction with the Refonn t • i'I May 7. 1931, in Cincin
nati, at which unemployment JW8I foremost among the 
topics considered. When & comr.rnttee of Jewish, cathoun 
and Protestant clergy from the Unemployment Conference 
of January, 1931, waited upon President Hoover in the in
terests of the unemployed, it was a Jewish representative 
who had suggested the step. About the same time, a 
Rabbinic and a Catholic representative joined John Dewey 
in an appeal to the President ror an appropriation of a 
hundred million dollan .for the relief of the children 
whose health had been menaced by the economic crisis. A 
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Jomt public manifesto on unemployment was issued by 
Ihe three denominational bodies in 1932. Moves to econ
omize at the expense of the unemployed were deprecated 
both by the Reform" Rnbbis and by the Conservative 
Rabbis apropos the discUS!tion, about balancing the federal 
budgcL The Reform Rabbis clwiMgt:, as a permanent 
function of government, that of conducting 5uch public 
enterprises as will provide with a normal income, pos.~ibly 
at a wage adapted to the ,aize of the family, every compe
tent '\'IOrbr whom private· indwtry c:mnot absorb. Rabbi!! 
have alto eYhIced an in~!J'eIt In the problem of tenancy 
among lumen and in the efl'ortI or the government 10 
mitigate that woe. 

Chi/dra .l1li ,It. A.pdot 
appeared omong .he Jewi1h 
190& Both Rabbinic grau ~. the Council of Jcwi~h Women 
~c Sisterhood. have, in Inter years, alincd thcmsel~ 
with the forces ~cking the ratification of the FederaJ Child 
Labor Amendment. C101d'¥ allied to lhi! is the early Jewish 
endorsement of mothers' lpenaions or mothers' assistance 
which has s.incc become ap accepted feature of American 
public welfare. OC kindr~d be.'\ring is the Jcwi~h advocacy 
of old age pcruiofUl. assl:Stance or insurance. Especially 
.ince 1935 has social security acquired, in the thinking of 
American Rabbis, a l>O$itiion of commanding importance. 
That unemployment is appreciably diminished when chil
dren and the aged arc wilthdrawn from the labor market 
is expressly noted in om: oC the Rabbinic reports. The 
interest! of the unemployed are thus comidered along with 
those of children and of the aged. In 1939, the Central 
Conference of American :Rabbis commended the proposal 
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to extend the social serurity provisions to persons employed 
by institutions of religion and in5titulions of social weUare 
and to makc such coverage mandatory. Among the most 
recent social proposals to win Ralbbinic e.ndorsement is that 
of governmental initiative in beh,iLlf of vocational retraining. 

Women Who Work, Both of the social justice. plat-
forms 61 me keionn 'Rabbis ask special me;u:ures, legis
lative and otherwise, in behalf of the health and the safety 
of wage-t'arning women. The Fllat(orm of 1928 insists in 
addition that, fill' equal work, women and men shall re-
ceive equal pay. Putic:u.Iarly copceaned here the Coun· 
cil of jewi!!h Women. The WomclI 
desires the enactmtml of 
health. The "Equal JU.1'b" all_dment-whicb seelu to 
deprive women of ieKil!1ative protection-accord
ingly elicits their disapproval. 111 April, 1933, the Council 
of jewish Wome.n participated In • conference on idcnti
Heat;on label. fo, women4't,;n,o By moan. of .ud! 
labels, clothing produced ~tweatshoP condition! can 
be recognized and rejected. 

Th« C,;ppl~d, TIt~ Immigra, . The Rabbinic plat-
(onn of 1928 calls tor the 1'1 bilitation of industrial 
cripples. The government's can!' for those injured on the 
hattie· field probably auggeHcd similar consideration (or 
those injured pe.rfonning the mltion's work. And until re
striction became the 5Cttled policy of America, Jewish 
groups favored a lib<!ral attitud,c toward immigration and 
a constructive program (or thl: adaptation of the new
comers to American life. More recent jewish pronounce
ments, particularly of the Coun.cil of jewish Women and 
of tile Refonn laity, aim to mitigate the hardships im-
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posed by the immigration and deportation laws at present 
in force. ]t hardly necds ltelling that, in 1939, the Reform 
Rabbis figured among th~1C urging the admission of 20,000 
refugee children outs.ide of the quOta. 

Housing. Housing is mentioned in the very earliest 
(1918) and in the very latest (1939) ReConn Rabbinic 
utterances. The later ref.erences Slreu not only howing 
as one of the needs of the poor but hlso the possibilities 
of house-building, publicl'r subvention cd, ru a neutralizer 
of unemployment. Early in 1936, RnbbiJ figured, with 
priests and puton, ~!8' the fifty clergymen of New 
York City who issued an ~nt;u.f.aith manHesto calling for 
the elimination of the .Mm. In 1939, the Social Jwticc 
Coll'lmi!llon 01 the aelonu Rabbis n:portecI having taken 
action in behal( of the bill lor a bond blue o£ $800,000,000 
and an annual subsidy of $4.5,000,000 to enlarge the fed
eral provision for low cosl: housing for families of meager 
income. 

RI!.VU£NC& POR hRSOHALlTY 

It may be well to pause at this point and to notice the 
uniquely re1igiOUl aspects Of these proposal!. Non-religious 
groups such as the American Federation of Labor or the 
NationaJ Grange or the American A55OCiation or Social 
Workers may have voiced similar demands. But when the 
Central Conference of American Rabbis or the Rab· 
binical Aucmbly of Amorica or the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations or the National Council of Jewish 
Women or the National Federation or Temple Sisterhoocb 
or, for that matter, the Federal Council of Churches or 
the National Catholic Welfare Council spew, there comes 
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into view a peculiarly religious seHing. In various of the 
pronouncemcnts we have Cjuotcrl, reverently worded allu
sions to the prophets "nd the tC2Lchcrs of Israel and to the 
tenen of Judaism occur. Appar(:ntly it is felt that the in
cidence of an ideal in the Jewish past enhances the valid
ity of that ideal. At the same ,time, the deeper grasp of 
religious implications is not Jacking, such as comes to ex
preuion when the Jewish grolUps aRion the worth of 
human personality. "The dignity of the individual $Oul 
before God cannot be lost sighlt of before men," declare 
the Reform Rabbis. The Conservative Rabbit announce: 
"Each human being contains wil~ himself au element ot 
the divine and COIWquently is poaulcd or • inherent, 
infinite moraJ worth. .. Convenc)CI at CIeveImd in 1927, 
the Refonn laity raolved that tabor i'llmbuecl with dignity 
and that human righu "",ould Ev~rtY right._ 

Civil Liberties. Revere e other words, 
cntails rcvercncs fQt.... ns;e Tor m 

- .,bd"The "Mle ;mp~'d t e m:t;funjl, 0 ..... 1 
1115. 'I hu wdl account /oTihe ~~low insistf'nce upOn rair 
-wages., humane worklng conditipm and arrangements tor /' 
social security. This wUl also ad,:ount for the extension ot V 
these pronouncements Into !be lield gf clyjl mrwa It is 
true that restraints upOn' treedLlm of speech are barrier!! 
to sociAl change. It is also tnJe that Rabbis personally 
have much at stake ill freedom of speech. And yet, as the 
Comcr ... ative Rabbis expressly indicate, the ultimate argu-
ment for freedom of any kind" is "the sacredness ot the 
human soul." Muzzling 1L person is one of the most flagrant 
ways of degrading a person. Hence the prominent role 
played by the struggle for civil Uberties in all ot the Rab-



~14,-_______ ____ ~THE SOCIAL OUTLOOK 

billie platforms. Early in the ~t-wnr period, the Reform 
Rabbis begun to urge the relCIUC: of political prisoners, 
while as recently M April, 1935, an array of rt'ligiou~ 
leaders of the three denominations warned in a joint dec
laration against the (oroes by which civil liberties were 

qlgaill being impcril~d. Rabbis, both Rdorm and Con
servative, have pleaded for Mooney and Billings, for Sacco 
and Vanzeui, and (or the Scottsboro unfortunates. One of 

e Rabbinic bodies wenf
f 

all record against the dill11issal 
of Prof. Hrrbcrt A. Mil: er from Ohio Stale University, 
branding that dlanl.! ~ an _ule 011 academic freedom. 
In 1929, the Social JuJt~c:e Commiaion of the Reform 
Rabb;" ......... will> the FedonI CouncIl of Chureh .. and 
the Natkmal Catholic: W,~~~ Council, accepted the invi
tation of the OangregadO tt, the Methodists. and lead
ers of olber faiths in the CLtate of Washington to investigate 
the CMe of the Centralia priJont;t'5 incarcerated since their 
affray with lOme ex.soldil~n on Arminice Day, 1919. The 
release of the last rcmairuJlg prisonCMI is "'lid to have been 
hastened by the joint repbrt. In 1935, 1936, and 1937, the 
Reform Rabbill, the Fede.ral Council of Churches and the 
National Catholic WelfaJ:e Council cooperated to secure 
the appointment of the La Follette Committee on Civil 
Liberties and to aid thai committee in it! investigations. 
Both Rabbinic bodies dl~plorcd the repressive measures 
adopted by Mayor Hague of Jersey City and acclaimed 
the decision of the United States Supreme Court over
ruling the mayor's cont(:ntion!. The Council of Jewish 
Womcn and the Reform laity have, in like spirit, opposed 
the registration of alicns. Also prompted by reverence for 
personality, nil or the Jewish groups have taken a stand 
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against lynching. The Reform Rabbis have, in addition, 
recommended constructive and :c:orrective rather than pun
itive and vindictive treatment of' criminalll and delinquents. 
More recently, the recommendation hall been welcomed 
that, for the neglected children of Illrge cities, the syna
gogues provide such cluhs and classes as might counteract 
the influences by which criminality is produced. I 
• A N"w Social Order. BLlt the Rabbinic interpreta-
tion of reverence tor . I beyond this. Rabbis, 

Rdorm and deprecated the profit 
The ConJervative Rabbis 
drnial of hwnan brother-

while the Reform regard "a fundamental 
reconstruction of our economic organization" as absolutely 
indispensable. The Rabbis snd !hem!IeJve. unable to recon
cile the regard for human pe"11nality enjoined by religiOn , 
with the rivalries, the exploitau,ons, and the oppressions of 
a competitive economy. 

INTERNAL CoPtfTROV&RSV 

At this point, dissenting voices accuse the Rabbis of de
parting from the religiow piane. Religion, it may be 
argued, envisages life's goals. 'Vben pronouncements .seek 
fair wages, humane working col'lditioos, social security and 
civil liberties, goals are being pc;mdered. Even when Rabbis 
urge that-a! the Central Conference of American Rabbi! 
claims to have done with it~ ~Jwn investments-investors 
exercise scruple over the enterprises to which they commit 
their funds and that, regardless of dividcnd~, they finance 
industries which follow an enliglhtened labor policy in pref
erence to those in which the workers receive scant con-
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sidcration, even then, it may be allowed, that goals and 
methods so nearly coincide all to keep within the bounds 
of religious concern. But what if pronouncements penetrate 

[

further into the question of methods? Rabbis have en
dorsed the socialization of banking, transportation, com
munication and power plants. They have contended Cor a 
steeply progressive taxatioln of "the higher brackets." Ex-
coriating the sales tax, the Refonn Rabbis observe: "State 
income taxeJI, increased st,ate inheritance taxes or, if ulti
mately necessary, gradualed levies on capital constitute 
fat more ethical means o~' meeting the problem of caring 
for our unemployed!' Dhjetging not by a haiT's breadth, 
the Conlel'Y&tive Rabbis ",ant: "'fuel on land values, in
comes, gift&, Inheritance, c~tion IUrplUleS and capital 
JCVles." A statement ador;lted by the ¥onn Rabbis in 
1934 advocates, along witH a minimum wage for laborers, 
a maximum income for die economically favored. 

DiuerGeg' 0.· ;.... It hardly needs reporting that, 
on these matters, difTerenCje of opinion is marked not only 
between the Rabbinale lid the laity but also among the 
Rabbis themselves. The !Reform laity ha! ratified the 
Rabbinic position on die luty of the synagogue to discuss 
social questions, on "a more equitable distribution of the 
profits of industry," on a minimum wage supporting a de
cent standard of living, on one day of rest in seven, the 
eight-hour day, sanitary working conditions with special 
regard for the needs of women who work, abolition of 
child labor, mothers' pensions, compensation for industrial 
accidents and dUeascs. imurance against sickness, unem
ployment and old age, piliblic employment bureaus, col
lective bargaining, mediati.on, conciliation and arbitration 
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of industrial disputes, conJttructive care of dcpende.nts, de
fectives and law violators, frecdc)m of spcec:.h. fcderallegis-. 
larion against lynching, a liberal immigration and Amer
icanization policy-many of which demands are also se~ 
onded by the Council of Jewis.h Womcn. But, as for the 
socialization of banking, tramrportntion, communication 
and plants, capital levil~, mnximum income and 

the rich," not only hnve the bodies avoided 
th~ m 

~=:';: been with 
question: ean who ate not experts in 7 

economics decide upon which expeI'tII the.mselves 
find debatable?" 

Rapprot:httmtt .. ,. ~e ~aIr Wl f' whole, is 
more _"left wloi' ~ ltYI althoug rndividual 
aymen are. farther to the eft 1;han is the official body to 

which they belong. A strikin~ phenomenon here. is the 
readine.u of Jewish lay audieo~i' to applaud able speakers 
even when thotC speaken au§~ vlrwS far more radical 
than any which a Jewish lay anwtion would officially 
tolerate. Meanwhile, Rabbinic vcnture«»neness itself ex
hibit!! moderating reatures. ,15 have deplored class con
flict and have disapproved 01' sabotage, soldiering and 
racketeering on the part of workers and, as we have 
noticed, have censured workcn. (or rtrudng to arbitrate. 
Rabbis distinctly object to the trlse of violence. Particularly 
are the Rabbinic groups committed to the idcals of democ
racy and against all kinds of dictatorships, whether Com~ 
muniatic or Fascistic. One of the Rabbinic platforms CQn~ 
cedes, to employcn and to workers cquaJly. the right to 
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organi:t.C. Socially minded employers arc appreciated and 
praised. During 1936 and 1937, a committee reprcM'..nting 
the Reform Rabbi~ and a committl"C repn'5("ntillg th(' 
Rcfonn laity mct a number of limes (or the purpose of 
composing their differcnct'S and devising a modus vivendi 
for their divergence of social outloolc. 

Educating the Public, The imporlanc(' of educating 
die pu6iicfor social duty is recognized by the Rabbis, 
especially by the Conll(!:rvtltiVC5 who have adopted ;l num· 
ber of extenuve rcsoludol1l on that lubjecL The R('£orm 
Rabbis, tor their part, aI"I~ ItrMna: not only to create fl'

gional lay conrarenc:~ on mdal questiont but abo to have 

:= =::::t;;~~t:t~Oi&~:ro: 
Rabbu in 1937 ~ bow lrapaathe h is ''that our 
XQ'Ub brnntt ends")' ~~"-a thought broached 

already two yeaN carlier ;n certain proposals for acquaint
ing Jewish young peoplfj with current Rabbinic delib-
erations on socini themes. The recommendation that lead-
en oJ ~!1!!&9&Ual ,..aatherings 
diiplays n . num1M!r or yean, a series 
of protractNt di~u~iom _ the kdonn Rabbis bore 
upon the matter of Rdonn laity to establi~h 
or to revil'c n laymcn's Commi~ion on Social Justice and 
to allocate fund8 (or a Jewish bureau and periodical of 
50cial infonnation. The SIJCcess o( these efforu is attested 
not only by the p~sent cl<i~tcnce of a Social Justice Com
mission of the Refonn Lality but also by the fact that the 
Commi .. "ion on Synagogue Acti"ities of the Reform Laity 
sponsors the study of sodal qucstions as part of the oon
gregation's program of Jewim rducation. 
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While a mbbi here and tht:re occasionally gt'ts into dim

c:ultia with his cnngregation became of his social h('u::r~ 
odoxie5, and while the Rabbinic: bodies have evc,n found 
it necessary to establi~h cQmmittCt's for the aid of Rabbis, 
thus imperiled, the Rabbinate hM, nonethelesS, exertedl 
upon the laity a steady pre!\!lure toward a wider soci~ 
outlook. 

The ShQdow o~A"ti-S9mili.!.m. Tht: supposition is 
not wdhout hags at one of tht~ cau5t:. of Jewi!>h hesitancy 
about too Car" resides in nhe <irf'ad of Anti.Semitism. 

~ 
cowardly and of thew who pro;eM :; V 

prophet!. In the tendency hal 
developed to link the non-liberal pol-
icies commonly branded as Nevertheless, caution 
plays it!1 part. The peril of hOitllity was openly 
cited at a &eWon of the Conference of American 
Rabbis when forty pet \bole voting opposed a 
resolution calling Cor recognition of Rw.sia, al_ 
though it was June, 1933, OUt gortrnment was 
already taking lIe))!, lOOn to con.sununated, toward the 
recognition of that much ab}wm-ro land. Similar anxiety 
may al$O explain the refusal of official Jewish bodies to 
proceed at far 85 various Chriltian groups have ventured 
in the direction of pacifism; :although Jewish apprchen
~ions on this &Core have been .trikingly invalidated by sub· 
sequent developmcnts according to which the Jew!, far 
from being Itigmatized as pacifists, havc on the contrary, 
been accused of fomenting war. Even the boldCll"t among 

• 
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the Jews usually Rvoid Qu1:stri))ping the non-Jews. One of 
the reasons why the Rabbis are more daring in lOcial 
questions thnn the l:aity may conceivably lie in the greater 
familiarity of the Rabbis with the lOCial convictions of the 
Chrutian . 

I 
",me 

extent a replica of that fOI'lJlulated by Federal Council 
of Churchr.s somr ten year. earlier, while the awakening 
interest of Rabbis in the subject of cooperatives is plainly 
traceable to ~ enthuaiaan for thOle endeavon. 

J-_o 
We have already aOled r.1II!IDCI'abIe ~ of joint or 
concummt: actIGIl by R.i!1bit. Catholb, aDd Protestants. 
But these by no mean, exhawt the list. In 1921, Rabbinic 
together with Catholic and ProtesL'lnt representatives 
approached President Ha;i'dlng in behalf of the striking 
minen of bituminow coal. r,rom 1922 to 1926 there existed, 
among the three I"Pligiou ~. a Joint Conference on 
the F..conomic Facton in International RelatiOn! Dnd on 
the seven-day working ~ek. In November, 1928, Rabbis 
allied themselves Vtilh Clilristlan I~aders in a seminar on 
religion and New Englallld industry. In 1929. the three 
religiow bodies jointly appealed to the Federal Govern
ment to undc.rtake a study o£ the troubl~ in the Southern 
textile Indusuy. The Ralbbis abo 3SJOCiated themselves 
with the Christians in rai.sing £nnds for the rclie£ o£ the 
textile strikers in Marion. N. C •• and o£ the striking minen 
in Kentucky and West Vilrginia. Rabbis as well as Catholic 
and Protestant clergymen. were among those who signed a 
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call to observe April 27, 1930, as "Unemployment Sunday." 
In 1931, the three groups acting together attempted to 
avert a hosiery strike at Reading, Pennsylvania. That same 
year, Protestant and Jewish representatives participated in 
a session on "Religious Issues anc.Lcbc Economic Crisis" 
provided by the National Religiou\ Education Association 
at Atlanta, Georgia; while, sh()rtly after its organiz;l.tion 
in 1932, the Committee on Social Justice of the Con
servative Rabbis was invited by the Federal Council of 
Churches to participate, with :10 Orthodox. Rabbi and .... 
Refonn Rabbi, in an attempt ~ avert a .trike of the Inter
national Ladies' Carment Woori[ers. After the Supreme 
Court's ruling in the Macintosh and the Bland cases, the 
names of four Rabbis appeared among those of the forty
eight religious leaders who addressed the President in 
behalf of the Griffin Bill whidf sought to dclete from the 
requirements for citizenship th, immigrantts willingness to 
bear arms. In 1933. representa,jves of the Refonn Rabbis, 
the National Catholic Welrar~l Council and the Federal 
Council of Churches issued a l.pint appeal for consecrated 
support of the President of thlt United States in hi. pro
gram of indpstrial recovery. 'l:nat statement particularly 
emphasizes the provisions of the National Industrial Recov
ery Act relating to the righ~ o,f labor. In 1937, the three 
bodies jointly offered mediation in the automobile strike 
then raging. Shortly thereafter" the three bodies joined in 
congratulating both managemtmt and workers upon the 

settlement of the steel strike in Pittsburgh. 

~,!~:;:;;..~l.~¥~~rlheless been J ~Gi writ;"I~&Ii. ~;,oSiO ~e 
Jews have bcf'n the pathfinders in some -
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cases. It WaJ a Jewish group that produced one of the 
earliest if not the very e~Lrliesl of the social jwtice pro
nouncements. In November, 1685, a number of Rabbi!! 
holding advllllccd theological views assembled at Pittsburgh 
to formulate their conceptions of a modernized Judaism. 
The outcome was the cc.!cbratcd Pittsburgh Platform whO$C 
Relden anniYCrsary in 1935 received con~idemble attention. 
The eighth and la.-~t paraglraph of the Pittsburgh Platform 
speaks of "our duty to f!&rticipate in the great ta~k of 
modem timrs, 10 solve. 0111 the bllsi~ of jwtice and right-
coumtss, the by the and evils 
of the statement 

specific tcnm. 

~ 
iH!,h C gplrel The ~;nO!lt notable Jnstance of Jewish 

pioneering ocrurred in 192'~ when the Central ConrerenC(' 
of American Rabbi); becam,e the first of the religious bodies 
to as,sume a libeml stand 'With reference to birth control. 
A cautious and qualified 'statement was accepted urging 
"the recognition of the impprtance of intelligent birth regu· 
lalion a! one of the methods of coping with social pl'Qb.. 
lems." The following year this pAragraph was appended 
as Article XVIII in the sodal justice platform of 1928. A" 
early as 1926, the Refoml Rabbis had debated whether 
or not to accept the invitation of the National Catholic 
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Welfare Council to reinrorce the Catholics in their att.'tck 
on a bill which would facilitate birth control by removing 
certain rederal prohibitiom on sending contraceptive infor_ 
mation and devices through the mails. The question 
remained undecided despite the friendly relations between 
the Rabbis and the Catholic body and their frequent 
occasions of united action. In 1927, a paper before the 
Reform Rabbis by Dr. Jacob Z. Lauterbach on the ''Tal. 
mudic-Rabbinic View on Birth Control" demonstrated the 
prevalence in the Talmud and its aphere of inHuence of a 
surprisingly iatitudinarlan attitu·de. WhIle conaiderations of 
matemal health are the only ones operative in the Jcwi~h 
l:mt, the Rabbis of today are ac:tua1rd not only by the 
hygienic but abo by economic and eugenic c:onaidentions 
-the Conservative Rabbu, no l.ese than their Reform col· 
leagues, have recorded their i~lief in the eugenic, the 
economic, not to mention the hygienic vnlue of voluntary 
parenthood. On January 31, 1933, tho Federation of 
Jewish Women's Organiza pat&Cd resolutions asking 
for such changes in the T~ Act and in lhe Criminal 
Code as would be needed to p'enrot the disImlination of 
birth control information; such ~ing. in their opinwn, dt:
urable "from many and varied vtewpoinb." The previous 
March, the National Council of Jewish Women had formu
lated a similar set of demands

t 
profTering however only 

the argument of maternal health; but the physical and 
mental wellbeing of the entire population is mentioned. 
in 1935, as the rell.5On why a Iibcualization of the laws affect
ing the transmiuion or birth control literature is desired 
by the Sisterhoods. Even the A~;embly of Orthodox Rabbis 
or the United States and Canada, arter n heated discussion 



THE SOC IAL OUTLOOK 

forbore to condemn birth (:ontrol. The matter WlU referred 
to a committee for further· study. The tint.of the modem 
family welfare agencies to incorporate birth control clinics 
in their prograrm of fannily service have been agencies 
under Jewish auspices. 

Afothttrl PensionJ. Jewish pioneering may also be 
discerned in connection with mothen' pensions. The move
ment for mothent pension.s appean to have received en
couragement from the a,llltral Conference of American 
Rabbis IIOOner than from uny other religious organization. 

CoNTACT. WJ K F&r.LOw JIIW. 
We have noticed the "'Ht of amity toward non-Jews. 
This haa si*a ample point to. remark published in 1919 
by the Federal Council Olr Churches: UHeft: is one field 
in which theological and historical dtfl'erenccs need not 
figure, in which religion m~y become a uniting and not, as 
too often at present, a divl~lve force." Socially minded 
Jews have (ound not tbeir ~worken but also, and 
to a greater extent, the of their concern outside 

,. of the . fold. 

t ..... ~~~~ ,. - ~I deplored in 
Rabbinic pronouncemenu combated by individual 
Rabbis often at personal jeopardy. When some Negro 
lahoren in Louisiana were maltreated and routed from a 
c;onstruction project at w:hich they wc;re employed, two 
R.'1bbis, braving furious o]pposition, pleaded !he Negroes' 
cause. The Reform Rabbit took effective action with the 
studio engaged in filming the story of Gone with the Wind 
to delete such scenes as might arouse racial antipa!hy. In 
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1938, these lame Rabbis reaffirr.ned their good will toward 
the Ncgt'OCI e.ven while regretting and while considering 
measures agaiwt the reputed appearance of anti-Semitism 
among them. We have alread y dwelt upon the Jewish 
condemnation of lynching. TIle Reform Rabbis would also 
like to !ICC removed the barrien against granting American 
citizenship to the HindulI, the Chinese, and the Japanese. 
Yet the charity that begins at hl)mc hall not been wanting. 
With the Reform Rabbis, social viMon literally began at 
home. Their entire social oudo;)k took its impews, about 
the yrar 1901, in Rabbinic unl~ over the relation. 
betwc.en the JY1l&AUe and tIW workingman. Why wen:: 
the Jewi1h working people ipKiring' the synagogue? Wu 
the synagogue. extending them n suitable welcome? These 
iqueB continued to importune the Relorm laity and the 
Conservative. Rnbbi! long arter The Central Conference 
of American Rabbis had p~ecded to other problel1lll. 
Among the Reform Rabbis, d~r.lon about the working 
people, in those early days, ge~~ ated an awareness of the 
C"onflkh bctw«:n worken and plo)'fT$. The desire of 
thl' Reform Rabbis to assist &.I adjudicating these con
nict,. particularly those involvi~ Jewa,-a desire which, 
two decades later, reappean ...,ng the Coruervativc 
Rnbbis.-marked, about the yetlr 1912, the next step in 
this development. About the Sllime time, proposals were 
hroached for research in thi~ field. This led to the pem:p
lion that tile troubles or the Jc.yillh underprivileged were 
identical with those. of all the underprivileged. The Re
form Rabbis had meanwhile grc)wn I'Cspomivc to the ex
ample set by broad-"isioned ns,q:mblica of Christians. From 
this stage onward, Jewish objectives are limited 10 Jewbh 
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persons in exceptional insumces only. One of these occurred 
'0 connection with the d:iscriminatioOl committed, either 
by Jews or non-Jews, agailMt Jews seeking employment. In 
June, 1933, the Central Conference of American Rabbis 
singled out for special rebuke the Jews among the em
ployers who, under stress of the dcprcs.sion, had revived 
the conditioru of the sweatshop. A special solicitude (or 
their own will also aCCOuI1t for the liberalism of Jews in 
the matter of imrnigratio as well as for their ;uscrtion 
of a Jewish stake in the possibilities of vocational train
ing and I'I_nee. 

Ruiprontll. o'j.wJ .~et.C'I. N lOOn as it was 
foundCd m 1932. 9 diI\ Ill.,.. Social Jwtice of the 
ConM'rvatlW' Rabbi, recclved the cordial (clicitalion5 of 
their Reform colIequesi while on YIlI'iouI ~ionll the 
Refonn Rabbia, foUowift!!: an idea bruached already in 
1913, have sought the coqpcration of non-religious Jewish 

~
UPS such as labor orgal~ization. and social service aMO

ciations. A widely distrib'ftcd Yiddish translation of the 
social justice platform of 1928 has aimcd to :lcquaint with 
the soci:ll idettb or th~ Refonn Rabbis the myriads or jeW! 
who do not belong to the I~eform contingent. On July 22, 
1929, the World Union f.or Progt'M~ivc Judaism meeting 
in London passed a resolultion calling ror an imem:ltional 
oommittee to cncourage afld to coordinate th~ Jewish social 
endeavors of the various ('Ountries. In connection with the 
demnnd ror one day of rest in &even nnd with the later pro
pos.,1 of the fivc.day work.ing week, occ<uional refc'rence to 
Jewish Sabb:lth observance emerges. An association or 
Orthodox Rabbu is reported to have cndorsed the five..day 
week in the hopes that the growing neglect of the Jewish 
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Sabbath might thereby be curtailed. On the whole, how· 
C\l!!r, humanitarian rather than Sabbatanan motives under· 
lie the Jewish advocacy of th.e shortened period of toil. 

TUE RE1.A.Tm AND "118 UNR,BLATBO 

Jewish toeiaI jwtice pronoum:ements frequently include 
such topics u the bane of prolitcering, the purification of 
the moving pictures, problems ·of m.1..rriage and the family 
and of international peace. A list of seventeen legislative 
demands of the Council of Jewilh Women eDumerates, 
among other thlnp, a federal departme:Dt of education, 
federal .uffrage for the District of Oolwnbla, unifonn mar
riage and diV'Ol'Ce lawa, a monl adequate .pure food and 
drug .C~ and tho ...- 01 ,tho -. .,... ... '" federa1 
jobL The list abo ......... tho .. ..-1 '" tIUdy tho possi
biliti~ of banishing mon~ e contro1 from the ~ 

industry. 'ft._ ~ 
DivllrSIl Problllm!. The query a.riaes whether, in a 

program of social justice, the.; items are relevant. Comid· 
ering the dominant preoccu".,~tion of JOCial justice pro
nouncementJ with the inte"9b of the underprivileged, 
clau.ses compassing the inte t!I of all classes, whether 
privileged or underprivilegtd, would appear to be some· 
what heterogeneoul. The Centl:aJ Confermce of American 
Rabbis hu, since 1924, delegatc-d questioru of international 
peace to a separate committcc!~ and has, since 1936, been 
served by a separate committee on problems of marriage, 
the family, and the home. Jt i. of intcmt that, while the 
first report of the Coluervllt ive Rabbis' Conunittce on 
Social Justice mentions family relations among the matten 
within its purview, subsequent reports contain no further 



" THE SOCIAL OUTLOOK 

reference to that topic. Alithough anti-Semitism and eco
nomic maladjwunenu are commonly associated, the Re
(ann Rabbis declined nonethcles.s, on one occasion, to 
adopt a rdc~nce to anti-Semitism in the report on social 
jwtice because of doubts concerning the mutual relevancy 
of the two mattcn. In recent yean, the schedule of the 
Reronn Rabbis' Social JUHtice Commission ha~ embraced 
plans for assisting neccssitow colleagues. That this task 
also, owing to its divergence from the prevailing level of 
social jusaicc discussion, Willi lOOn be shouldered by a sepa
rate committee, is prababll::. 

So (; AI pronounc:emeatJ on intcmn

~~::: DOl. u .... te program! but em
bodied in d of lQCial justice, the following are 
the positions taken by tbJ, 1eYU81 Jewbb groups: Com
mendation or the Kellogg Pact, of the World Court, of 
steps toward di.w'mament and of the l~ylton findings in 
the Sino-Japanese embl'Of1iio, The Conservative Rabbis 
(like the Reform Rabbill ~n a separntc peace program) 
counsel that, under certaul conditions, Arn~rita enter the 
League of Nation~. Oth~ Jewish demands, incorporated 
in social justice declaratio~~. favor the abolition of the pri
vak traffic in munltioru, aDba.rgoes on arms to belligerents, 
,trict neutrality of the ll,[\iltd States in case of another 
European wnr, withdrawal of protection from Americam 
who, conducting business in roreign lands, violate the laWll 
or thO\ge lands and, in th~: event or war, conscription 01 
profits as well as of men. The eligibility of conscientious 
objectors for citi~llship and the legal exemption of oon
sc.ientious objectors from military sen'ice. is abo among 
these aim,. The Con~rvative Rabbis would expre.uly IUP-
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port the conscientious objector in such a dctennination. To 
combating the theory that prcpoaredness obviates war, the 
Conservative Rabbis devote an entire paragraph. Jewidl 
pronouncements further oppose military training in schools 
and ~olleges. Allusions to traditi,:mal jewish ideals of world 
peace arc, of course, conspicuous in these presentations. 
Th~ Quakers Also. "The world has ri!kcd so much 

for war. Let it risk as much for peace." With these wonb, 
the Rabbinical Assembly of America tenninates its resolu
tions on international relations, May 3, 1933. In language 
almost identical-lOWe take ~: in war--we can take risks 
for pcace"- the Brlti.ih Quakcrf proffer their magnificent 
"Call to Complete Diaannameilt" fourteen months later, 
"2nd day of the &eVCuth month 193+." Two widely sepa
rated groups! Yet how they alre roused to the L1.me reo 
sponse as they face the immin,ence of international con· 
flict! Modern Judaism and W,?r1d Peace is a subject so 
vast that it would require a s~:ate treatment. 

Social7wtJ'c8 and Worrd~~~1fce, In the 1928 plat-
form of the Refonn Rabbis. the paragraph on international 
relations is captioned "Social Jtljlrice in ]ntcmational Rela
tions," thus C$S3ying to warran/t its inchuion in a social 
justice platfonn, despite the e:xI.stence of a separate com· 
mittee on international peace. Further linking the two, 
one of the social justice reflections dilates upon the bearing 
of war and peace on the fortunes of the working people. 
All of this concedes that the dominant theme or Jewish 
as of non.Jcwish social proposals is the deliverance of the 
underprivileged. As in any human enterprise, the distinction 
between what is related and what is not rclated, hazy at 
the outsct, grows clearer only 1I,S the work proceeds. The 
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essence of the social outlook remains compassion Cor thOle 
toward whom life has been niggard. 

Abiding Hopes. Thus does the urge of humanity to 
reverence humanity burgeon in the Jewish soul today as it 
did among the idealistic lthroughout Jewish history. The 
sufferings of the underprivileged still invade the hearts of 
the privileged. Sleeping nolt and slumbering not, the Power 
that makes for righteousness possesses the minds of those 
clustered around the syna~ogue M it does of those c1us~ 
tere<! around the churches and of many who are strangers 
both to tynIIOpti and clflurcha. That humanity should 
be forever "betrayed, plw1dered, profaned and diUnher
ited" is iotolcnble even ~ many upon whom life has 
smiled. The Jewi. struggle apinlt thoee evils will, under 
Uic spur or religious upi,ration, continue until the lut 
vestige of aocla1Iy call1ed misery will have vanished from 
the earth. 
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:1,. J .... , :1_111/ ... • , 
JI.", •• 1:, •• /1/, 

IN THe Talmud. I bmiliar 1101Y it Inlfrprmd .. 
follow.: 

Wh, did God bqia ,Ix ,«",ioe of .un with V oal, 011. (CMlpkf Wh, 00( wilh ...... ul coaplaf 

11M: .... tr ii, To Incb lIS that .11 bamall brle,'.lrf 
dtallckd (tOIl ON ~(. "calOf, 10 dill 110 lUll 

au, .ftr bt .bI. to D, "M, bed, tr\ruff ~II 
t'hili..... 0'''''''', 1m. .. "'Iter than thin.... TIM: 
..... r .. bI. InAlht of lbe'f.lmlldk i"l.rpm'llon bat 
all« bttll "indklttd bJ 1* Alldinl' of JeNnet .nd 
ofhllla.a .......... 

The IdIMt 01 iIIIIItNi peIap bit ... • •• bIt 10 

ditarm • ., ... ' a • ., I ......... If .Id., In:-
'an of hair • ..,. of t. .. or ....... OIl bod,. OD 

the _ blad, .... latdJ~.1 capKilJ or .onl 
cbltxltr. 011 11M odMr. MmuJ .!WI .01.1 di',fftlc" 
hrtWtflt h •••• brI .... "1""" wdl'.ldll.ll di'frttKn. 

H ...... rllpcritncr ~' ckmOflAuttd dUll Indi. 
"idall. of .11 ,010" aad ntu.k oriai!!. art uINblt 
of m,klnl IlK mOIl _potU", coalribatlon. 10 "tr, 
fA(t1. of cI,jllution. to ,lICi.n"" liI,uluft, ." .nd 
"lI,ioo. It hat allO beta ikmoatllnlrd In (Klorin. 
oactl .,,6 hlrracu lhal mufti. bnop of ,.,rloUJ .an, 
eatn.. ua work I.tbrr hannoaiosll,. Tbt foundin. 
f.atben of A.me. .rou the Biblk.al donri ... of tbe 
_Ibl brothrtboocl of lIIaa ilIlO Ibt Dtc:l.aracMMr. of 
I~. ull lbI PIliacipk of b •• .aa tqulil}, 
ta. o.l}' ""lid, bfn _kld_ ia the Unlttd Naciou 
Dtcllwloo of Hum.aa Ri.hu. 

Indetd. tbe priaciplt of the equ.llity of all hum," 
btla ... Illd their nabl to ~aal Irt"mtllt alld tqll.1 
oppor1l1nlty. un dtfinitd, bt uid 10 ha ... btfn 1M 
PAUS9'85 ~. of the :i«oa4 WQd4 Wu. Oar 
.... y U. 11 ;;'l1. ·imr"8-\Or'ribl, fmh III ()lI r 
IIIlfJDon., ... oar t'Hm}' btu ... he I ..... td 00 tbe 
racial .ptriorilJ 0( a tptcilic .rotIp of homlll wiop. 
.. od dnO'Q.ctd otbet blilun win.. .It ud.al III' 



fUJofl .. bjtcl 10 tuI"Eatnll Of" olfrmi.,lioIi, T1w 
Amniaa peopa. w.. CilmP'lW to dM co.damoa 
that d. NUit, Facia lad Japilira miJltarila hid 
10 Iw dtf,.!ed 10 luDtr the '11,.1.," 01 "'ocrac:, 
lad ciyillultoG. AI I PI;odi,io •• 1I(ri6ct of ... calth 
Ind blood ...... OD • ""tory' for liM CIIlIIt of bum." 
tqltllh,. 

TbrolllhoGr 11M war, Intlllo, .,entl toUlht 10 
dtmortliu our raab b, .\irrial liP bllred .mOftll tbr 
.,niota. lro .. ,. wbo mike up Ollf cit\un,.,. Thm 
propapada IOOPI 10 pro" that ill bo.RIII. i4 rd,,
calioa .nd ill taapl",_III,. A-null .,. ,"d "'OlDen 
.e,. aonratd bJ the doctri.aG _bkb NuiMa pro
d.iafd. Tbil nI.. Lalcnckd 10 di.,Mk Ibt nation. 
biltd .nd Aattriu muia!fd ... Iced for .,kIOfJ. 

VII .. aow bow thai tbt lor ..... probinl 
• d.'altt ... bIa ill '-1' moral .rato... It iI lrur 
thai oar ...., II aOf -..... k it Ina. Ibil 
11M,. .,. _ ... ,. .. AIPIdca r. ... b7 I .... or 
by C08Imoa ,..ab • (............ It It INf 

that tbt,. II ....... nl,iP- =Ig 'co. dYcnmina-
liIIl! IDd ........... t"', .... 01 the •• ,joa·, 
liff. 

To un,. d. ar$a1 P' ..... ..,. ........ 110_ V 
ptomd CO CODqMr ~.jf. of ....., hi OIIr 
..... W. ... _~ I CO die ,..... "'"" 
lbe dImoc:hlk doccria. tbI DIdaratIoI of la· 
dtptDdulce .ad tbe CoIIII'u.tio.. IIIIf 011". few IhI 
ab 0' O1If eounl,.,. but fOf dw uke of world PIle •. 
00. of tht Irfllttt: PO"'HjI l1li tanb 1041,. w. ('Ould 
Iud lhe nullln. of lhe ·"orId IOW.rd lbc 1011 of 
PIle •• pl'O.,idcd Wf I'Yf tbna brilbtaltd conld'nu 
ia ft, prousulion. of I_II _ill. 

Mutt of 11M pcop&a ell tbt worW Itr "colo~" 
ptOpIa. W, CIa rxtrriet DO Il£IR!. Icrh+i, 10 WI 
ca ... of r.1~..a~ .... oar .: 
cinr,. W. (.Iuot adnaol rbr trip of t.w a .. onl 
r.- Ltluu .. loa, .. o'llf ow. law. a,. tDfof(td 
.11b btjuckt butd on racijal Il'01Indt. Dilenmlaalion 
hi Amnia" mOIl tball I domatk lauf. YO'll un
nOI opp,.. Of cnatb, In,bu'llUn btlal 011 tbll ulth 
wllbu.1 bt.,ldal .11(.,.rul trprocu.lona. p.,tlntl~rly ,.tII 10 0., prlltOlioM as challplou 01 , ....... 11 tlw 
""tte,. of , ' wbich PR!
•• u. 
O.c. 



The Fcdu.al C'O'U" .. IC ... proceed al o.u 
'0 1",1i,. Oil' __ f.J !. lea _,.. fONI .". 

ca.ti", i.to "w It. pn:I~ of tbt 
COIIuain .. Oft 'h'ij RiabU~ II ... 14 
fonn. of Mlrq.don tl'l Oi1t anate! Ion" led Ihoald 
lin no .Id or ","-kl, '0 uJ tt"t .tint _h f ... eb 
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[ A brief summary of 

THE REPORT 
OF THE PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE 

ON CIVIL RIGHTS 



'" NEW BIRTH OF FREEDIOM IN THE UNITED ST '" TES 
On December 5, 19·16, Prcl!Iidcnl Truman ca lled OD fifteen 

pI'ominent citizen. to serve a. his 'peeitll Conulliucc on Civil 
Rigbla.· For almOlt a year, th,r: Prceideol'. Committee ptbered 
evidence on the coudition of ciivil rights throughout the nation, 
holding bearing. and prepuriu@: the Report which wall submitted 
to Preaidcnt Truman on October 29, 1947. 

Tbltt .Report, with ill hard·hilling account of /lIJU&e8 81iU 
Wiling and iI. thoughtful l>rop0801. to protect our civil righn, 
i. un epoch·making document. 

In approaching ita lurvey, lho Committee took •• a basic 
premise tho importance or tho individual in our Amorican her
itage. Since all mon are cre.tted equal •• well a. rree, it is our 
obligation to build M)Ci.1 instit_10om tha, wiD iDIUre equ ali ty of 
opportuoit,.. 

With thU io mind, the Committee poted thCllc qUCfJ tiona : 
1) Wb •• it tho civil ri~b IHI of tho American people? 
2) In .h.t W.,.a dOCl OUI' roeord r.ll mort or· tho goal? 
3) What is the government'. rcapoosibility ror tho acbiov~ 

ment or the goal? 
4) Wbat llep' dOCl the Dlltion now need to reach the goa1? 

'MEMBERS OF THE PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE 
CHAJll.Q E. W'nsotl, Pruidrn' oj General Eleclrk. 
MISS SoUIll T. Aa.n4f11DD, Aui,j~ Cuy Solicitor oj Pltilodelphia. 
hila B. CAUY, Secrewy rNlQUl'll' 0/ 1M CIO. 
JON" S. D,cu:y, PresUlam o/IDIIIT,mou,h ColM", 
M0Ul5 l.. E'.afIIST, N..., York .. llOrn., and IWlluJr. 
Rual Rou-J'l1) B. GnTii.soHft', (rmn,r Meain" ChaDioin. 
F'l.\ft'& P. GU,U4/111, President 0/' .h, U'lhIU.i.y o/Nor.1a CfU'Olina. 
TUIl MOST n "lllllf'l li FU,f'lCI8 J. 1Iu8, ObMp o/'he Grand Rapid. 

Diocese. 
CH4llLU LUCK""''', PresidClll I~1 LIIWr Bro'hu. and Chairman, 

P,.,ld.,.,·, CiIi~ni Food .comml"". 
f'l4ft'ClS 1). M4tTHIlWS, lorm" Sup""", Kni,hl, Kni,h" 0/ 

CoIwnbUi. 
"UMIlLIM D. ROO5l:fllLT, JIl .. Nmo York Altorney. 
Tua RIOHT RCYaI"O llllKllY II:MOX SHIUIu., Praidin, 8Illtop, 

PrOl'''''n' BpUcopoJ ChUTI~h . 
BOllS StuUIM, Economi" 0/ t'lt American Federal/on of Lobor. 
DOIlOTIlY TU.LY, Secretary 0/ th e Deportment of Sodol Rel/IJi(),... 

Woman', Socletr oj Chrbt/,m Senile ... tM Method", Church. 
CHANMI"e To.l.u. Q~eclOr 0/ rI .. Ph.lpNroku Fund. 
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A REPORT THAT TAKES ITS PLACE IN HISTORY 
Twice before in American hll10ry, the nation haa reviewed 

the alatus of ils civil rights. The first scrutiny, when the new COD
stitution was ratified in 1791, resulted in the fint ten Qmendmentl 
-tJIC Bill of Righll. Again, during the Civil War, when it became 
clear that we could nollurvive "half-line, baU.Cree," civil right. 
moved forward wilh the EDl8Uciil)IlUOn Proclamation and three 
new Amendmenta to the COllstitution. 

Today there are compellilll: realloos (or n third re-cXftmina
lion of our civi l righu-to eliminate abules arising from dilcrim
ination on the grounda oJ race, creed, national origin or lOCial 
and economic atalul: 

1) A mor.l realOu-the United Statea can DO longer (!Oun
lenance these burdeDi on our eGnnmon conecience. theae inroad. 
on ita moral fihrll. 

2) An economio renlOn-tlile United SUlCi can no longer 
IlfFc;mlthil hcavy drAin upon it. human wealth. ita national com· 
petenee. 

3) An international rea.on- the United Slatea is not 10 

Ilrong, the final triumph of tb(t democratic ide. il not 10 in· 
evitable that we can ignore what lhe world thinb of ua or our 
record. 

FOUR ESSENTIAL RIGHTS 
The Prelident', Commitlee hela forth four balie righta euen· 

tial to the well·being of the ind.lvldual: 
II The Rigllt to Salety and S~nrity of Peraon 
2) The Righi to Citizenllhi rand itll Privilegel 
3) The Right to Freedom c,f Conacienee and Ea:preNion 
4) The Right to Equality of Opportunity 

I. The right to safdl) lind securitl) of person 
Freedom e:silll only where ,everyone il secure asainlt bond· 

a@;e,lawleuviolence.and arbitrary arreat and puniehmenl. Where 
individuall or mobl take the l llw in their own handl, where 
jUlIliee ill unequal, no man il la1'e. 

The Commitlee found that 
fear u£ 11101, violcllcu amI L"".::I"!I': 
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OccasionaUy involuntary servitude crops up in 80me parll of 
our country. 

The Committe"e Recommends 

1) Strengthening of the Civil Right. Seetion8 of the Uniled 
States Code to define liability for vio lation8 or civil righ18 and 
to impose additional penalties providing specific punishment for 
I)oliee brutality nlld relnted erime8. 

2) Enactment of legislatioll to define nud outJaw lynching 
and to impo~ severe penalties upon guilty l)rivate perSOllS IIlId 
police offieiaU. 

3) Enactment of It Dew c:riminnl statute brondly defining 
"involuntary servitude" under Ihe 13th Amendment 10 include 
any 80rt of bondage by privatc persons. 

4) Cre.lliQn of special saf(:guards 10 protecl racial or ethnic 
groups of people who may be " Ilbject to evacuatioD or detentioD 
in timea of national emersency. 

II. The right to cftlze,~.hlp and it. prlulleges 
In a dC:D\PCr8cy, every eitlizen must have lUI equal voice iu 

government. Citizenship 0111111 1I0t be withheld hCC811 BC of color, 
creed or nalional origin. All nble-bodied cilir.cne IIIl1 at enjoy the 
right to serve their country in time8 of war. 

The Report {jude tbat the lRi ght to Citizenahip and il8 Privi · 
lege8 ia often vio1ated ill 80me loealitiea. Particularly glaring i8 
the denial o( yotiOI priyileges to Negroce throu gh intimid lHioll, 
"white primariee," variable ~i7I'hhlanft'« 1fi1tmtl'rift,,ro'n tOX!'8 
and other method8 of ili8enrra'lchiscment. Other ULUBC8 iuc1mlc 
tbe denial or 8uffrage to resident ll or Wa8hin gton , D. C., aDd to 
Indians in New Mexico and Arizona; dcninl of citi zenship to 
Japanc8C and Korcan immigrant8; and withllOldi ng or eitizen8hip 
from nationale in Guam and Sa'moa. Racial diacriminntion ill th e 
armed roree8 is alao round to 'violate the Righte to Citizenship 
and 1t8 Privileges. 

The Commlltt~e Re:commend. 

I) State and Federal aotii.poU tax legieJation. 
2) Federal legielation protecting the right to vote in Federal 

and atate primarie8 and eleetiona. 
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3) LegislllLioll IJroviding 1C'l(.governlllem and the right to 
vote to reaidellia of \V06hiugton., D. C. 

4) MOtlifieation of FCllerul uaturulization law6 to permit 
the cranting of citizcnahip wil.hlout regard to race, color or na· 
tional origin, 

5) Repeal or 6tat e law. d ilcriminaling ngaiuu aliens now 
ineligibJe ror citizenshi,) bccatulC or race or national origin. 

6) Fedcrnl legi81nlioo gramling ci tizcnship to uationl,la of 
Guam and Amcrican SOl11oo. 

7) Fcdernllegillation 10 elliminote diacrimination and segre· 
gation in lhe flrllled Icrvicel, 

III. The right to freedom 01' conscience and expression 
A fl'Cc fOC.'iety is h .. ed on the ability of the peoplc to n!llke 

.ound judgmrntll. But anch judsm,.nlll aN" pOlllihle only where 
there il nccea to all viewfJoin .... Fr~doUl of Nipreaeion may be 
curbcd ouly where Ihere i. cleal' and pr~nt dOIl~er 10 Ihe well· 
being of aceie..,.. 

Our forefathers fougllt ror the right 10 worship God accord· 
ing to the varied dictate. or cou~~cnce. Complete rcli giolls liberty 
hal been accepted al an ~&aenti.l (reedoDI eyer since Ollr Bill or 
Righi. wna adopted. 

The Presidcnt', CODlInitt~ report. that Ollr Risht to [,r~e. 

dom or Conacicnce and EXp~rD ia relatively ICCUre. It believes, 
.... however, thHi '"EPi!1I'1tti mm !!HtifC!iit t";mtm~( opinion 

in our trentment or diaeidenl poup.!! lIuch a. American com· 
munislll and American ( • .!Ieiala. The Report, while condemning 
the nctivitic. or communist. nnd raSCillla, warn. tlUIt in our pres
ent "Iertneu Asainat the dange ... or communiam ftnd fudsm alike, 
we mu. l not lollC our good jud,1Jlcnt and tespect for rreedom or 
cxprcaaion, Grcftt cnution i. url;ed with rcgnrd to the " Ioynlt y 
program" in c ivil servi ce. The Committee recogni:r;el Ule need 
ror invC8ti ~nting Fedcral pereolRnel hUI rcela thol the Federal 
govcrnmcnt 0111. 1 adequately protect the civil righll or ita 
em ployee •. 

The Committee Recommend. 

1) Action hy Congrcu and Ihe Executivc clarirying loyalty 
obli gationlJ or FCllcrnl employees and c.tabli lhing Itandardl amI 
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procedure. whereby civil right. of public worken may be IOru· 
Imlouuy maintained. 

2) Federal and .tate lcgidntion requiring the registration 
of group. which influcnce puhlic opinion and the di&el08ure of 
pertinent information to make it more difficult for lubversive 
organizatioliB 10 hide their rca I identities. 

IV. The right to equality of opportunltl/ 
Full citizenlbip cntitles alll Americans. regardle&e of race, 

creed or national origin, 10 equnlily of opportunity-in aecuring 
uleful employment, in enjoying equal nccesa to eduetllioll, houa
ing, health and recreation acrvicet., trantlportatioD and otber pub· 
lie and semi.public facilities. 

The Committee found cOJpaider_ble ""ide"D~ce~~t1~'.~,~~:~ 
tunitiel in thCfC field. too ~ 

hut policy, in certain It_tel. It findl 
Ihat levcpted ext.t they are rar from ec{Ual 
and lervc to perpetuate dlacMn1ination and promote IOcial an· 
tagollilml. The Report d£ll)torclI condilionH in Wnshington, D. C., 
where racial segresatioa aDd ~lilC:rimiDatioD diseredit the Na
lion', Capital in the eyel of thl~ world. 

Th~ Commltte~ RlIComm~nd. 

1) Eliminatiou of segregation, baled on race, creed or na
tional origin, Irom Anlcrican Ii,e. 

2) Legialation by Con6rcJ, making all Federal gnnta-in·aid 
and other forml of Federal 'Illilitance contingent on tile abaencc 
of dilcriDlinatioll Rnd segregatic",. 

S) Federal and Itate Failr Employment PractiCCI legilln. 
tion and Preaidcntjal mandate IIgainsl discrimination in govern· 
ment employment. 

4) Slate Fair Educational PracticCl legillatiou I)rohibiting 
discrimination in achoola and c(lllegel. 

5) Siole lawl olitlAwing ngrccmcnt! tllal reltriCl sale or 
rental of bou.ing aecommodatic)n. to memben of certain raci.1 
and religious group •. 

6) Intervention by the Delt>artmenl or JUllice in court eaaca 
involving relltriclive covenantl. 
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7) Slate Fair Ilealth PraClticel Icgillation forbidding di.
crimination und segregation in oOpcratioll of public ond private 
health facililica. 

8) Federal legislation prohiltitiug discrimination Bnd segre
gation in interstate IraUIII,ortatiou aud correallonding alate lowl 
covering iutra8tate tranallortatiou. 

9) Slate lawl! guarlllllceillg cquul accon to plncos of public 
accommodation. 

10) Legislation cnding segregation and dilcrimination in 
Washington. D. C. ami in the Panama Canal Zone. 

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS 
In addition 10 legislntive IInealures with regard 10 euch or 

the "~our Euenli.) Hi"hls. th,e Commiuee rt"Commcud. lhe 
.lrengthening of Fcdc(aland .Iat,~ civil rilbte machmery through: 

1) Rcorgalliaatiuu of tlle eiyH Right. Section of the Dc· 
partment or JUltice, giving it Ih'l) IIlatull of II full dirilion, estab
lishing resional office" and increasing appropriations 10 cover 
rCllearch anil morc thorough hl\'Cldgalion. 

2) ESlabliahlllcnt, within the Federal Bureau or JnvClliga
liou, of R special uuit or illveeligrllor. lrained in civil rishtll work. 

3) ESlahlillluneul U[ /I JKlrmnnent Colllmilllion on Civil 
Righta in the Executive Office 1?{ the PreeiiJenl nnd o£ a Joint 
Standing Commiuee on Civil n,ght. in Congreu. The Corumil
.ion would IIICrve al a clearing bOUie, coordinating research anll 
planning l>fo(j;rams; carry out lI"rveyll and isaoc reporta dealing 
widl civil rights; and he charged with the continuous apprailol 
of the civil rightll IIlntus or the nation. It IIhou1<1 be authorized 
to caU 011 any agency of the Executive Branch for allilltance and 
should work clolICly with the Conle;reaaional Standing: Committee. 

4) Eltablis.hmcnt of state lagencies paralleling Federal ma
chinery, including law emorCCU:leot agcnciel and Itate Commi .. 
lionl on Civil Right •. 

CLIMATE O'F OPINION 
Finally, the Preeidcnt'l Coumnittce urgel a long-range cam

paign of publie education to infornl the lIeople of tile righll to 
which they arc entitled and whic.h they owe to olle another, 
"lUI rOlledng a climate of opinion favorable to tbe full protection 
of civil rigbtl. 



fROM PRESIDENT TRUMIAN'S SPECIAL MESSAGE 
TO CONGRESS, f'EBRUARY I, 1948 

The Federal government bill a clear dUly 10 ICC that conlli· 
(Dtional g1larautic. of individual liberties aud (:Ie equal I)rolection 
uDder the lawl arc nol denied or ahridged 8uywherc in Otlr union. 

I recommend, Lhererore, Ib at the Congrc .. COBct Icgillatioll 
at thil tellion directed toward the following specific objective.: 

1. Establishing It permanc'nl cODlIuiaaion on civil right&, a 
joint Congreuional conmHttcc on civil righls., aud 8 Civil Righll 
Oh-ilion in the Department of J usticc. 

2. Strengllicning exi8tins dvil righta Ilatulca. 

3. Providing Federal protHCljOD againll lynching. 

4. Pcot&ting more adcqulIIcly the right to vote. 
5. E,tabliehillla Fair Employment Practice ColllIllisaion to 

preveDt unfair diacriluiaatioD i11 employment. 

6. ProhlbhiDg ditcritoination in intentatc tramportalion 
r.ciliti~ 

7. Providing bome.rule und suffrage in Presidential e1ee· 
lions for tbe reaideote of tbe Di.mel of Colunlbia. 

8. Providing statehood for Hawaii lind Alaaka Ilud a greater 
meaaure of aeJr·governmcDl lor our island pouetaionl. 

9. Equ.liJ:inS the opportUlllitica lor reeidenta of tbe United 
Statea to become naturali&ed citilena. 

10. Settling the o .... eu.tioD claim. of Jallanowe·Americana. 

We know the w.y. We need only the will. 

HARRY S. TRUMAN 

7'he fulllcxt of TO SECUltE TIlESE RIGHTS may be 'wd 
(II 11.00 from "ie Government P'rinli"8 Office or your IIi!;ghbor. 
'load book Ihop. 

FOR ADDITIONAL COPIES OIF THIS SUMMARY, WRITE TO 

eommun.ify Je..falion~ SCl'Vico 
386 FOURTH AYiNUI .. NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 

PRINTJI,D IN U. S. A. 
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LES~ONS 

1 and 2 

J 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

OUTLINE OF LES~ON~ 

Review from beginning to 70 C.E. (See accompanying sheet) 

Babylonia 

Spain 

Turkey - Soland - England - Palestine 

Poland 

Russia 

~rmany 

Palestine 

tJn:l.ted States 



!l!'!ft.:I!f or T.pw. 

US .. 8 
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HISTORY SURVEY 

70 C.~. - 1000 C.~. BABYLONI.'s 

Talmudic period: Acadamics ISura and ?umbeditha and Gaonim; 

po~itioa1 autonomy under Exl1arch; development of ~drash, 

prayer-book. Decline of Babylonia. 

1000 - 1492 SP!IN 

Je~s penetrated :urope via aoman-Jenish oommunity; already 

present long before 1000. 

Rise of ~cB1em power 17th-8th Centuries) - Uoslem conquest 

of Spein. 

Under ~slem rule - le.ish Golden AS" I lOth-14th Centurie s) • 

Christian reoonquest, forcing ~oslems bsck, br1ng Inquis1t1on 

and foroed convers1ons of Je\7s ILlarranos). 

Lasthundred yeers of persecut10n 11391-1492). 

~~th-12th-13th-14th 
• CRlmJilIES 

FOua BLOODY CI1!TUl!IES 

Crusades ~096-11B7 - turn1ng point tn Jew1sh history. 

Innooent UI and 7"110. Badga-1215. - Blaok Jeath 14th Century. 

1505-1520 PFEFFEllKOIlN - IlEUCHLI N DIS:E'U'E: 

Pfefferkornts attacks on Talmud. Defense by humanist and 

Hebraist Reuch11n. ?ub11c controversy ooncern1ng Talmud. 

V1ctory of aeuch11n's efforts. 

JqFECT: Sheking of fbundations of Catholic Church. 

Reuch11n joined by newly arisen Lutherans. 

Uartin Luther SD d the Jeus. 



15th Century CABALA 2 

City. of :Ja1'ed in Palestine - mysticism. "The Zohar" 

and Qagic formulas. Secret uoy or learning to knou 

God. etc. The !tAri" - Ashkenazic Rabbi Isaac Luria. 

15th-17th Centuries 

1555 

Renaissance end Humanism of 15th-15th centuries favornble 

to re1'ugees. 

Turkey - good reception 

JOEpI> Xaro - "Shulchen lruch" 

Joseph Basi - Duke 01' l1axos. 

Holland - ~nasseh ben Isreel (and Cromwell) 

Spinoza. 

SABBATH ZEVI 

Palse ~SS18h - aroused hopes ot ent1re :uropeeD Jewry -

tinally oonverted to ~hammedenism. 

Created tremendous exoitement. 

1700-1800 CHASIDlSU 

Frustration of disappointment a1'ter 1'ailure or Sabbpti uevi; and 

great hevoc wrought by Chmelnitski riots of 1548; - Geve rise 

to neu movement designed to revi. spirits or despsiring people . 

Israel Beal Shem Tov and Chasldlsm, in south of Poland, Ukraine. 

Opposed by northern Talmudists; Elijah, eeon of V~lna end 

:':i thnagdlm. 

Po1end dissected three ti~s, 1772, 1792, 1795; snd Folish 

Jewry becomes 3ussian Jeury. 
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OUUlne 

I.. freraoe , 
A. ~ Je.1ah Llte, Can nDL be 11,ed 1n a Vaouu.- . 
, I 

I Aj ~h. l.rweet cODt.rtb..atlon of " ••• \0 all bi.too y 
! , 
11.. J~b .. ' ot(ReUelon And '-bU080.,by) IlIOn ~an ~b .. ~ at 

eeonoalea and poll~lc8. 

C. fbe bl.~or.r ot ~be J.w. 8US\ be r.la ~.d wl~b ~b. 

bll'pry oC all D.ber people ••• one wboa ~b.y 11.e. 

DeflniUon. 

~ll.niqa.lOOO year. 

Yab •• b-tII, Lord 

la~rl ~rDb. C'OwDC1ne r.~~.r.) 
Cbaptar I . 

I . Pal.,\1no 1. kno~n •• ~. n~r.er.r of w •• '~rn oi.1l1-

zatlon • 

A AI,o a. ~b. bolJ sbrine of tbr •• pow.rfUl r.11~1ona. 

I . /Ildlli •• 

I. .ohauadant am 

3. Cbr1a~len1tJ . 

B. tbe bia~oric.l B.mi~ •• •••• 1n~ ~al •• tine troe 

ago . 

I. ~. are their descendant. • • 

II . Nat.ure plaoed ral •• tln.a a\ t. .. e cro •• roads ot t.he 

anci.n~ . orld, 80 it .aB allOTo cIa •• ~o tbe blart 

ot civilized lIfe. 

A. On ~be aain bl b b •• y bet ••• en Bebylon and Ky&p~. 

I . It •• tr.~egic p08tl~n made It ~ •• 1. ot 

oonqueror •• 



III . "bolL 12~- g . v . a "11 rUe. lo ... LbenUo b1sLory 

or Lha next 5)0 yebre. 

Cba~t.r XI. ( .rl na or t •.• It.br ... ) 

I . 81ble .a bl,' r, 
I. . .. ~Ile HOlla ar ... oo.;nl&:1 lit,. 81bl a. a 

r cord ot an 6Ca:lng peo~!ee spirit 1 pro~reeae 

r .. t., r Lhan a book of dl91"e orl 1 .• 

1. • be 81bl .. is ..... n' 8 acoo Dt or tbe en .1ne reLber 

Lb n a divine .COOln~ or meo M• 

(!:twa, Cool() 

U . Saobar call. t,e arlod tro L. onaUon to :0 ••• , 

L.I. or reble . 

III . "he aa a ell.1 ely lDa. I red 1. oer o. t. ebren. 

o. ber 18 not .. allr cI ot r ot \b t ha ' ",no) 

actJel11 ll.ed, ,.\ h6 1 t~. eo t lnrl~ ~tlBl •• n 

In Jed. blatO., . 

B. " ... 1«r ot na I?n and aD orlle-.1".r ot Habr •• 

ReUclon. 

I . Gre te9t lM'luonee or t!aOra.e or all • ee . 

I V • • ale r .. UIl 

• 'r •• ent bellet. and O .... l.O •• t"lr"led b.o'lI:

roonJ troll obion e .. r11 lIeore •• e •• rll~. 

I . La. ot FebUaUolI) ( tooth tor a \ooLII) 

2. ~nl'al tabooa(Dla'.r, La •• ) 

B. "F ltll ot our r~tb.r." 

, 1~ or '0 ••• be •• d on n •• ide. ·ot unl~1. 

t . Br01:bt abou~ rell 10 a ra'.lou~lon. 

2. toUSb\ ~eopl. to .t ncI ln ••• or no. God . 

clean, ole r , and .~ ad D.~8 



A. I . 3. 
4 . To break law Wae ~ot only a crt •• against 

.. ole~y b~~ aaaln.~ Yahweb. 
~ 

Cbap~er ,S ~.\ and Conq~ •• ' . 

I . Conq~.8\ of Pale.tlne by Hebr •••• a. long, .10. 

roc ... .,y d1e~hd grolli' on o\her gro~p. lacl<lng 

~ty. 

A. 9.c~rlty atter conq~ •• t ••• dlttlcult \0 achla.e 

becaUSE ot oon.~ant .art~re . 

B. Common struggle dld not ~t. acatterad trlbes tl11 

later. 

I . EYen a • Clyll .ar· took pLac. In ~h •••••• 

II . Entlre way or Ilt. or nomadl0 Hebra ••• a8 

Cbllnge by antran •• lnto Canaan. 

A. Beoame tlxed settl.r. on flxed 8011 acqulred 

ho .... and land. 

B. a~cbed and loltll\ed Canaanltle. artected by 

oontact .l~b • Baael" - ( nbture God ) engll,b ".fnlng. 

A. Baa 1 ••• mad olo.er and more real than 

desert God-Yahweb was made ~ relemble 8aal. 

b • Sacrltloe. and Ima~e. b.c ... popular. 

c. So ... t •• tlYal. were adopted. 

91d. re.ark»( Yahweb- Flr.~ na.e a ebr ••• gey. to 

tbelr God . 

Terrlrln* Small Idola uaed In ho ••• ) 

o. contlnued . AlaO 108. dietary la., 

.er. adopted trom Caanlnlt1 ••• 

Sl4Jl. rellarJs( ..fa •• ourand 1'!!lot or Booth .. added 



Cbap~er ,. Grow\b ot Ha~lonel Con.clouaa ••• 

I. Tbe pbllistines forced ~be ilebre •• ~o unU. In ~t' 

united .truggle agalnet ~b.a. 

A. Brouab~ about ri •• of Saul a. King. 

I . Courageous , sl.ple .arrlor , wbo al.a,. 

lIO.ed bl. oourt troa ceep to c •• p. 

e • Ballt up .tron ar.T and ga •• to people man, 

.latorys. 

II. On the dea\b of Saul , Da.ld ••• aro.ned Xing in aebron. 

,and at Ind ot 1- bloodT T.ars beaa.e X1ng ot lara.l . 

A. Tbe Capture ot Jeru.al •• ae a .ap1tal. 

B. Wa. T1c\orlo~. agalnst tb. PbI11.tlne. and bullt 

'tbe Hebre •• Into an hportant. people. IIni ted People. 

Anto one 1nh ral un! t. 

C. TbrouSb own Peraonollt,. 

[II. So 101lOn. 

A. Solomon 8aa a sroat deal better tban otber 

~rlgUr .. or b1a dey . 

a . Opened the oo~tr1 ~o OQ~sld. lDfl~8no ••• 

b. 8ro~ht aboat b.tter so.'~ . organization. 

I . T •• l.e dIstrla~ dl.l.lon. tor taaoa 

o. Bail' t.rtr ••••• for daranaI •• purpos.e , 

Ta~le, roed. , commeralal trade and t roatle • • 

d. He trIed to de.troT anelent trIbal 10ToltT 

and bUild a natlonal 10TaltT. 

a . H. oreated instItution. betore be created 

10TaHle • • 

t. Le.ied .arT bigb tax ••• 

I . Too 8anT • ent.ngllnb aillance.-



II 

III. A. a. 
b. ore.\aa ola •• dle~nc\loDa. 

1. cr. ~ed "Q.8rdo~al tal ~b 

,) . 08.e u"Y 12 01 U.. W t'Jre . 

Chap ter ~r6. 

A 1I0u .. D1Ylded "1I81ns\ lh.lt. 

I . The r.101~ ot tbe Nortb .nd th. latabllshment ot 

e •• ~er t. ldido") ( Iare.l and Jadab ( ~.re.l llInder 

Oerobo and Judob a~.r Rb.obo ••• 

para"l.. ace • 

• The 1I1ae or t ", .... rlm lnado8 ... 8' 

import n\ eyen ot tb.' p riod- r8YOlutlonte.d b1aterJ 

ot anolent arld . 

I . A.~rla.. rei oa,lnle tor t.ll ot I.rael 

.,SI B. C. • 
e . JuaJ> boand oloeely W ".qr1& unUl " ... yrle 

ls oon~uer.d by .. ~t¥ N.b~ob8.ne ••• r( Cbalde.na ) 

•• Juab tell ~ Cb.ld.an. 1n 597 B. C. E. 

Ill . J •• lab ~lnc. atter 1o10llOn •• r. not r.at l.ed .... 

A. otten •• ltleb 88ft who bad eurder.d in ore.r 

to becoes Kl~- bae, k ••• pla tbron. 

B. Pald little It &n¥ a\tent1on to r.llglon. 

C. Carr l.d on con8\an\ .artare. 

Chapter II. Pro het. 

I. D.tlaltlon ot ropbet( SOmeone eho pr •• che •• ba' b. 

bell., •• ~ be rl ht and 1. t~,eelng 

farth. aood at hl. p.o~l • • 
il1aeb-1l1eba • 'iret ~pb.t.) 



B 

Pro"berL - 1. a 'eacher and • preo.cbe .... God And reUa10n. 

llaJor ro,>beh 

2. ~ ... -SOc1.1 Juett •• 

3 . Ilo ..... -Lo .. 

• • Iao.1ab - eae. 

5 :.leah -F..labteoulne .. 

6. Jaredab -Xho. 

Cbapter 7 · t. 

r. COn .. q"eno. ot tlr9t h1110ni.n laU. 7·0 ,earll 1n &XU ... 

• Blrtb aDd ara t.b ot yna 0 II ... 

B. L •• klal bullt U} 10~e tor Judah. 

I . Ine;>lred 4 .. 1r. \0 rH • 

C. boOl<JI ot ~Ull •• re erUhn. 

II • • roll 516 B. C. '1'9 • J •• l.b t te came unaer 

~b. lntlu.no •• ot warlou8 wI''' I •• ter ro •• r . 

" . Intreduc,uon ot HeU,nlea and II.U.MaUo 

,Ldea. and ldeah. 

B. e4 B. C. J •• ieb etete ••• oruahed b, POII,>e, of 

!bm • • 

Cb .. phr I -

I . ~nd ot J •• l.b St~teO( Judab .... rul.4 uneuoo •• wtu111 

" • '.1'1,. or king • • abo oaQr'ed t.~r. tro. Boean 

lOy·more. 

~. rlna111 1n 6 A. D. Bo .. a p01nted •• procurator · 

,UncUT r .. ponaible for and \0 the Ro ... n iIIperor. 

I . The Sanbedrln.-J •• l,h Go •• rlna Bod,- ••• 

j~ ..... l "ad to ke ... p control at only F.eU lou. and loc .. l 

I~fo.lr • • 
~---------- ................................................................................ ~ 



., 
I . A. I. 

I . Tb.r. W •• &1W078 .trlt. and rebelllon ~n'll 

t1no117 J. ·u. le ..... 00..,1.h11 oO!lqusre4 D7 TUtllI 

0l1li V .. " •• 1an. 

II . Tb. T •• Jle aaa burned • anj all o~'.ar4 87.bo1a ot 

Jud1... d •• 'to7l4. 

A. rII •• e~ neae at JlIISab wae dhoarded- and \be 

ooantry ... nailed 97rh .Pal •• U"". 
B. ( .... e1shbor 1nc .'a \aa , \eacber . and ..,. •• kept 

.ru4u III eU n . 

• 
t . Te~le- DI.'to7.d In 7J A. ~. 

II . J 1 .. 11 kept U ,. b7 Joea .. ben lakkal 1n 

loboolln J Bn1 • 

III . Tben tobe ceQ'er. at l •• lab le.rDlng In Babllon. 

B. 'U.bedltba 

I • • In 200 A. u . Jada ba laal .1th \.e aid at tbe /IaOrla. 

or •• h4 and put to .. atohera the 'Ihhna. 

orde .... I"l1. 

A. Tannin· Teaofter 

8 . Geon- Gaom. - He~1 at e~.1Uee 

C. Tbl •••• the &r •• te. 1earnlna and 

.r1'1na ;.rl04 ln lealab blltor7. 



I~ 

e Ta lll" • 

I. Babylonian TellllUd:OllOl\ ll1pOrta .. t 

II . Jeruss1ea. Ta1.u4 

y ... ra in wr l '1,,&) 

Jr. Tb~ TalmUd S'"'' ~. J".1ab "ple .o .. etbhl4O '0 11 .. 

lIP \0 . 

A • There eara I.,. ,hlch ic'amed .,ary pba •• ar>o1 

i,1H'n or 11 ta. 

Cb.pt.rll 

~. tba D •• lre ot a leal1er a ••••• 1ah ... 101' 1, \ba 

Ur •• h" bope ot ~e J., •• ~ 'bla UM l1 .. a t.o ~alr 

'anb • . ,jpln •••• 

I~. fbar a la .ery 11\\la b1at.orloal rataranoa t.o J,ns 

~11 J,slab or o~.r his\orioal refer.lIo". 

A. Raasob ~o •• lbl. \ba\ 'bar. 1. nor rat'f anoa 

I,n J.wl.b 11 probaOly to \lIe t.orturee .uttarel1 by Jew. 

1111 lIalIIe ot J.ai.lS . 

ll. Tb8 maln ao",roa. tor ~. 11te and ha bin 
ti..cu 



• 
a. 

A • .r • .,.. dUno~ .rU. Go.j>.1e. "' Ken. 

Lako .nd .r.II". 
\b •• , 

II. Dca, kill., far ..... ".nard. Itncl1ID •• Palll ..,,..MI 

~. ".;01& and \eecbi",. ot .r •• 11& ... ,...U7 .\ar\e4 

~b. Cbri.\lan ~li&ion. 

, ilMI7 .t .r .. ". 
llem ot IlaI7 ... Jo.o;>l1- 2 .r... • 117 oor • 

•• r.,.n'.,. • \acob.r. ,rea.llor ... .tnt.'or .. poo;>l.-

p.r'lolllar1l UIe peer ... Il ••• ""' .... _ Md ..... ' 

oontla.QeI ill -'· .. 11. Me .... 'ell· ..... 'earr4 
"I 1>0'" UIa f.11 ~ .... ~.t UIa , .... "._ ... a 

.r ••• U al. Ute. Alter al .... \11 ....... &al lib dholpl .. 

aid a to ... 1M. _ \0 lila \01111 apd to<lnd U -p\7. Bo

llet In bla r • ...,...\l .1r .... 

Prlno1pl •• 1n a.rt.'i&Dl~. 

I. frlnt ~7 i •• ,."' .... Bon •• nd 11 Obo.' 

I. Bollet in orlglnal 11n. 

• e.ll.t In VI •• rlo". A'on ... n\( oJ .... De.'" .1p.d 0'" 

TOur .1n it TOil llaUn.' in 111 .. 
•• Cllrl.\lan. boll.t ill 110'" r."'or "'.n lit •• 

Cbap\or III 

.. 11 • ....s 

A. In \II 6 end • '''' OIn'ari... or.l. end 'bo ~ •• , 

Rollan orld b.d bo.n loaked in IIU'l. end Mr. nil.".Md. 

fII07 Mr. road1 tor a •• po •• r. 

II. 1.1 .. end be. d 

II. Ha .1"'or loomoa \0 naG or or1\o. "' 00 col .... r 

.nd l .. rned .un tl'D • .r ••• end CIIr1.'1.na( He ball o;>UO]l'1. 



I.~ 

B. 2. ~ba.aa4 •••• comol drl.or by pret •••• loft. nen 

b •••• oldor b. earr1.d Ka 1Jab, ••• althy.. n. L~ 

lb •••• b1. tlro' con.er\ \0 'b. no. ral1g1on, 

b.~ad a\\ •• pt.4 \0 con.art \bl J ••• bat talllft6. 

bated \b •• , 8ft4 to~l>t ap1ne' \1> ••• II. bll.<l 0 a'ren!! 

reonall'y and won tbe ~r.b orld He on bl. conyert. 

by \ba .. ord. 

Ba.lc Ideale ot IObamaedlan R.ll lone 

I. »0 004 bat Aillb. 

2 • . b~aed Ie llab ' . 'r~. Pro ba'. 

3. k'r \y&r .111 car.,. \be bold wer 0 hal.t oay \0 God. 

4 . r •• \ln& .111 o.rr,y b1. \0 \ba .. , •• ot 004'. palao • • 

5. "l.a 111 S8' blo In \1>. al oa \0 Ood. 

s\ b ...... DId. 

I . He unl\ed a l.ud rlddon coantry 1 \0 a rellglo~. 

anUali naUon. 

2. Aboll.hed Idola'r,y. 

3. Aboll.hed IntoXicatIon 

4 . '1aoll.<l loyamy on 8 rupondbh boa1& and In\rodlloed ' 

blbllk-Koran( ~.tI7 .\Olen trom 'ba J ••• ) 1l.1na 

J •• lab Kosber 1.0 • • 

1. I •• l.b r.wol' ag.in,' Talmud at \lm. 8ft4 It' •• trlct 

la • • 

2 . I. aan ... ed _ be. Da.yld to ""cS.r of Karlde •• ct .alf1ne; 

lbl •• ~r. authority on J •• lab lIke. Th18 .0 .... rlll \0 

ott •• t \00 ollob " 181.,wI18." aDil 1I&lt8 ;>80,'U at.udy Blbl • 



II. 

3 saadla" ben Jose.,Il, another Important aoan and 'be 

laet or tbe Great Goans 11,1ng 1n Eygpt in tbe 9th and 

lotb c.nt~rl •• translated tbe ~lble Into Arable. "e 

tought asal ost Aarlesl. and r •• tored pbllo.opby. Sala ' . 

teacblnge Intl~enced Kal .. nid.e, wob In t~n Intl~ence 

St. 1bo ... o Aquln1es wbo w .. tbe .. st Im) ortant Catbol1c 

m,dle,e1 pblloso~ber . W1tb Seala ' s deatll Babylon ceased 

to be tobo center ot Jewlob Lire . 

Spun 

tbe Je •• 0'" ioto E~ope by w.y ot )b8 RoG4n Jewlsb 

community whlch exl.ted .'en betore tbe Cbristian era. 

b. nex' ma •• mo" wae trom Italy to Spain and Protusal . 

In tbe 7tb and 6tb cent~le. we see tbe rl.e ot the Moale • 

rowere and we tlnd tbe • 1 ell oonquea t ot Spain. fro m ttbe 

Ioto tbe It tbe c.nt~l.. under ale. rule the Jews 

exper lenced tbelr Golden Ase . Tbl, perlod a-w Pbllosopby 

tlourisb. Malmonldes o~ greateat pblloepber wbo was 

more l1beral than Hechmonld.s. 

Solomon 1bn Gablrrol-- & great poet • 

..... ..Ialmonid •• born in Cordon II35 -

a doctor b1 profession. He .ro~8 a commentary on Kishma . 

tbe 13 article. ot talth , t be Greate.t book be wort. 

s.s a"Quld. to tbe Per~lex.d . · 

Judab Halevl- born ln Toledo Spain 1086-

a dootor by proteeelon but a poet - a rellg10~a man. 

Phl10s; her , and belslver ln falth . 

Abr aham ibn Ezra born 1n T~l'dO 
(J / ", ... ,. --L L --th J I ~ <_ 1 

8pa1n .... I () '1lJ 
f l...L'J . 



o,..n1cl .. 110m 1n 1195 1n rl~ 0 dn. 

rrl 01 1 •• "r 3 r •• ' .U 10n • • 

Ju 1 ... 

11D1\7 .nd IInHu"alU7 or Go~ 

I I18DcU \7 an<.! boUDe .. 0 t Cod and ot H .... an 11 t • • 

3. I_rklU 1 

CIIrHlanl" • 

I . Trln1\1 

E. Cbrl.\lan1\1 .lr..... . 
3 Crl&lul 11\ 

.1_rhU\7. 

:on ... odha 

1. tII.r. 1a hi) God W\ illlell .nd 

b • ...ul na Dalo1 .. d "oalb 11'1 

lhe d.. \0 lh. ?\h He ••• n. 

3. r.l.U •• 
• 1..,rklU7. 

1n \bla .orL4. 

lla_4 h Ilb ro,-b.". 

"ll. tor 1.1 .. bro~btb 



I. 58& ". e-
a.7Jo.J;) 

.rQJaII •• •• ~rol""'. 
•• ~racUon or 

b. ~h.'.ra1on 11l~ _1 •• .,..ro - dh •• .,.,r, 
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