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Report For Annual A!eeting , A!a,y 2nd, 1948 

This report is intended to cover, in perfunctory and 

outline fashion, the highlights of the year ' s work since my return 

to the Congregation late last summer . It cannot possibly be all

inclusive, due to the lack of time , but will concentrate rather on 

those highlights of the year ' s work which seem to me to be :note-
, 

worthy and significant . 

May I say , in preface , that the work of the pas't year 

has been extremely rich and productive . The program of the Temple 

has been in high gear throughout the entire year and a treml~ndous 

variety of activities has been made available to the membership 

of the Congregation. Also in passing , let it be said that an 

unusually high percentage of the members of the Congregatioll have 

seen fit to take advantage of the various programs Offered . This 

is always a satisfying condition to the Rabbi and professional 

leadership of the organization . Pro~rams , no matter how carefully 

designed, are worthless unless they are shared by large and 

responsive audiences . I am quite happy with the interest shown 

by the majority of the members in the act ivities which the Temple 

offered this past year . 

This report shall be divided into tour sections covering 

my activities in four various spheres . Firstly, I shall deal with 

internal Temple duties and activities . Secondly, I shall deal with 

intra- faith activities, which concern the other syna~ogues B.nd 

Jewish groups in our community . Thirdly , I shall deal with inter

faith or eneral community activities, in Christian churches , in 

civic responsibilities, and in the broader phases of our life as 

members of the larger community of Denver . Fourth, and lastly, 

I shall deal with those functions Which I have been able to perform 

on the national scene of Jewish interest . 
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I. Temple Duties . 

1. Religious School . 

The Religious School this year comprised the largest 

number of students ever to be enrolled in the history 

of Temple Emanuel . IVe had approximatel y 365 pu.pils, 

divided into ten classes. We had approximately 

35 weeks of school , in an excellent season whic:h 

was uninterrupted by bad weather or any other e:xternal 

factor . The mood and morale of the school were as 

high as I have ever known . I think it is within 

limi ts and within reaSon to say that the vast m .• jority 

of the children came to our school t not under d!u.ress 

from their parents, but really because they enj ,oyed 

coming here. I do not think it is blindly enthusiastic 

to make that evaluation . I am quite pleased wi"th the 

amount of material covered in the curriculum by the 
.... 11-

teachers ; b¥ the various carnivals and holiday :programs 

arranged with the help and sponsorship of the P,.rent 
..;lA--. 

Teachers organization: ~ the attitude of the children 

toward all features of the school program which we were 
...L ~-11.. II.<.. .... ,'-"'>ot\-._ ., "" :; .. ,,,-- t..~ . 

attempting to projec~~ The Confirmation Class, 

particul arl y , enjoyed a wholesome and healthy yl3ar , 

and I am certain that Confirmat i on of 1948 will be 

an outstanding program due to the caliber of th" 

children in the class . 

It will be necessary, without any question, to 

continue our two- day sessions for the coming 

academic year . i le now have approximately 250 

children coming on Sunday and 100 children cOming 

on Saturday . Seven grades meet on Sunday and they 
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occupy ten classrooms. This includes two rooms which 

are used in the choir lott o Three grades come on 

Saturday , and they occupy four classrooms . 

I have two recommendations to make, involving ch.anges 

in the Sunday School organization for the coming year . 

Both recommendations are motivated by the fact that we 

know we shall have an even lar er attendance ne:xt year, 

possi bly approaching the 400 mark , which would Illake our 

school one of the largest in the entire United ,States. 

The recommendations are as follows: 

Recommend~tion 11 . That we est~blish next ve.r a 

n kindergarten to accomod~te children vo~~er 
.:r.....r--

than a&':6 6 . -this recor:1Lendation i,a a \:l8 tQ~ --<-~! ct thzt He have nud many requests from parents 

iho h!lve children of 5 years Of a!76. who h.3.ve 

asked us whether ,;6 CQuid not possibly inc lude 

these you Rsters in our school . SOfTle of these 

youngsters have older brothers and sisters in 

upper Ilrades, and the younp'er children wish to 

come with their older brothers and sisters . 

Another reason is tb~t Christian Sundav Schools 

take children as earl,V" as a~e J, and in se'veral 

inst~nces we have found Jewish children. livi~ 

in nei!!hborhoods where there ~ .. ere no other J"e'.vi sh 

nei~hbors, bein~ influenced by their little 

Christign friends and ~ctually bein~ taken to 

Christian Sunda.v Schools . Therefore , I think 

that we must meet this problem b.V making a.,ailable 

a trained kinderp~rten teacher ~ith normal kinder-

Rarten facilities . To this end we shall have to 

take one of the rooms on Snndav morniDJi!: . 
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R'!::Cc! _-J.\rrnl 112 . Tll1.t 'fie .r:.ove ';rade 7 .froD/. 

dl ndav over to Saturday & rhis is prompted by 

the f"~ct tJ at if we establish our kinder~flrten 

and m.F ke one of the rooI!lS !veil_ ble for its use. 

we Nill not ~e able to accomodate all of t~he ,,=rades 

heretof'''re 'leld on Sund:lV "lrniwt . In line ~lth 

our principle of havin~ ~he older ~rades meet on 

laturday orn1ng. 1 t would then l)e 10,,1c 1. to move 
1- 1 .... h .... 1",1, f~ 

f1.rade 7 over to ~·;tllrd v orni~J I.l the tnrd&y 

i~ Sc~ool Ie ara re$entl~ \ aiil~ only four 

of "he 'v~iL lile rc ons. s t!I t Ie could ,'asily 

~i~~ a ~ltth room to Gra e 7 . 
~ {(...J..t.d . 

2. Worshi p Serv i ce s • ,~:::=-.-::::::::.::~::o.-__ 
a~Attendance at Friday evening services during the year 

has been extremely gratifying. On the whole attendance 

has increased consistently over previous years . On the 

average, even including several evenings when the 

weather was severe during the winter t we have Etnjoyed 
..... d ." 

an attendance of approximately 250 persons every single 

Friday evening. During speoial events, that attendance 

has risen as high as 1,000 persons. At the various 

times when we have had guest speakers during the year, 

we have had as many as four or five or six hundred 

persons . For any Rabbi to say that he is pleased with 

the attendance of his Congregation is an unusual con

clusion. I am happy at the interest shown , but we are 

never fully satisfied. I would like to urge an increased 

attendance during the cOming year. To this end I wish 

to recommend: 
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RECOJ~iENDAT:rQN #3 . That {fe make every erfort as 

a. Con~rat:':ation to continue to eliminate sc·eial 

events on Friday evenin~s and concentrate on 

Temple attendance that particular night . The 

Board or Trustees has passed a resolution askin~ 

the members to refrain from parties on Friday 

ni~ht and :r recommend that the Conere~atic~ take 

cognizunce of that ~ction of the Board . 

b ~ Sermon Topics. The sermon topios for the yetsr have 

been as varied as I have been able to make them. 

Appended to this report is a complete list of the 

Sermon Topics for every Friday evening during t ,he 

past season. The subjects ranged all the way from 

Inter-Faith Services, to discuslJions of the MaY'shall 

Plan and the Eur~pean situation, to holiday programs 

such as Ohanukah, Succos, Purim, etc., to spiritual 

sermons/ to a series on "Qreat Living Religions" which 

was excellently received. There was no single sermon 

during the year on what might be considered 

versial issue. Palestine was dealt with in 

a c.ontro-
-t

only ...... 

lecture~.6n the 5uh of December, following the decision 

of the United Nations, ..if ft·d'!;~ ~~ ~s subject 

"Partition of Palestine - V~at Does It Mean TO An 

American Jew?" I made a deliberate and conscientious 
'"'1"""- ""'1 .;...,.. <f ':' i 

effort not to QpjRgLOCB~~Q;81al ma~e~8 iB~e the 

pulpit. We hed the pleasure of several guest Rabbis 

and speakers during the year and these too added to 

the high level of the pulpit presentations. 
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c. Special Servjces. \'fe had several special se'rVices 

during the year which merit particular notice. On 

October 3rd, 1947, we introduced a Consecratio~ Service 

ror the new children coming to the Religious Sohool for 

the first time. This waS an impressive event and one 

which I think we shall repeat annually. On December 12th, 

we had an outstanding Chanukah Service in which the 

Oratorio "Judas Maccabeus" was sung and a narrati0n 

wri tten by myself was presented Between the vaL ious 

-D p ="ee1'8 9: tbe Oratorio. Almost 1,QOO people attended 

that service. There waS a 1~en ' s Club InterFaith 

Service, in Which various prominent laymen of the 

ei ty ~poke and there was a Council of Jewish 'Nomen 

Sabbath in which they explained their program of service 

to the foreign born . 

There are two recommendations I should like to make 

concerning services for ~he coming year. 

RECCUl~TDATION #4 . That we move the hour 0 the 

servic~ from 8 otclock to a;15 o'clock, i order 

to make easier the Auestion of finishing dinner 

and arriVing at the service in time. I am told 

th<:it services ori?inally Vlere held at 7:45~ under 

Dr. ifilliam S. Friedman, and that when they- were 

moved up to 8 0 I clock: I a marked improvemen't in 

attendance was noticeable. I think it is lo~ical 

to asstl!:t.e that more people would come if they did 

not feel so rushed at the conclusion of th,eir 

dinner hour. Therefore it might be equall'rr lOR-ieal 

to assume that moving the serviceS to 8:15 would 

provide ~ opportunity for an even greater number 
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of cODP:reg;ants to attend. I therefore 'r"ecoL.JIi.end 

tUit this 'he adopted be~lnninR: with our D€lxt 

sedson in the fall. 

REGe' ~ iN '''TIel 55. l.~at one of the women Clf 

the Con~reRation open the s~rvice eacp Yr~ddy 

evenin", bv li«htinF the candles on the pul.pit 

and pronnuncinR the !..Fpropriate benedlcticln. 

,5 vall know our 5erv' c e now 'las 1;Jle candlers 
/ 

~ihicl b;.v ~lre d v bu ~·n l~ .... ~ted rlor to t.he 

ap~nin~ Of tbe rltu 1 b~ t! e exto~. It has 

beer: fOUfld in ott !' :.- tJ:rr .... ~at· ne to at thel 

10 '~u..::.l .l1"bt':','1 r tb,:t:; Ii J:.s b rC-l"'e the 

con!2:r~~'ints is ,J.oh Dore O'rw atic and .. \lob. more 

indioative of t e ctuel Sd~blth spirit. 

Ther ore eaeD week ODe of the women is notified 

in advance that she has been accorded the honor 

of comi~ to the pulpit to li~ht the candles and 

say t e blessinp. It is Very beautiful, very 

si!'nificant to t e .• o.~ perforfJiM tbe act, end 

aener II", er:-:iqy.&lble to tpe entire Ll9rr.bersbip. 

I therefore recot ..... end th:-;t VIe adopt t~ ... is CllSr,,, ...... 

.. ..J '~el"-'-T 'l)eg:innil1R: ,lit tile services in the tall.) :1- ...A~ i"N. 'r-..e.\r 

• Jr:- l'\...a. 5· ~s ~ ... ff.cL . 
3 . Sacerdotal Services . 

This year we bave had the usual number of services 

involving religious ministretions . There have been 

24 Wedding~';~unerals; 7 circumcisions ; 5 ceremonies 

of naming children in the Temple; 8 Bar Mitzvahs; 
.... "fI" G...~ -4-/ 

Kost of these are happy and 5 conversions to JUdaism . 
'" 

events and occasions , and I personall y am deli~hted to 
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be of service on these occasions or family importance. 

~s legards funerals, it Is a saa huL neceSSaLj fUllction 

.9.1 my offiCA 

Each of these personal services involves an amount of 

attention and time not generally understood by the 

members of the Congregation. Each wedding, for example, 

involves at least four separate occasions of interview 

and conference with the couple to be married an.d their 

family. Similarly, the other ministrations also involve 

a great expenditure of time. 

4. Pastoral work. ."",.g.A-
~riN-- jW-

a. There has been during the past year a rather heavy 

load of pastoral wore whicb has come to my attention 

in the Temple office. More than ever before, I bave 

noticed tbat people are bringing personal problems 

involving dilemma, doubt, confusion, or outright 

psychological complexes, to my desk. ~8' GdiL and 

~~p81Bt~eB~S ale made ~g~ them. Eaoh person is given 

all the time necessary for him to dhest bimsel.f of 

whatever is bothering him. On tbe basis of my last 
--t .... -wJr _ "t .,.vl ~ J .. 8-

year's experience, II ·gh!aifi:At'les that the Rabbi 

is coming to be used more and more heavily as an 

outlet for domestic problems, internal personal grief, 

and otber private intimate problems. Never bef'ore have 

I had sucb an overwhelming number of all types of 

family problems brought to my attention. In many 

cases I have bad to use the services of psychologists ~ 

psychiatrists in our City, for I realized that the 

particular problem which was brought to me was too 

technical for my intervention. May I remark, 
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parenthetically , at this point , that I have had to ~ 
a great deal of reading in psychiatry and psychology 

during this past year in order to familiarize myself 

with some of the more common types of problems. I 

now know enougn to recognize a state of paranOia or 

schizophrenia .. when this occurs I immediately withdraw 

from the matter and refer the particuler perED III to 

a psychiatrist. Very often the fact that the person 

has come to me with his problem, helps him to ~,lac e 

enough confidence in my j~dgment, so that he will be 

willin8 to accept my referring him to a psychie.trist. 

where previa~sly he would have rebelled at the idea 

of accepting that sort of medical attention. My files 

in such cases are kept extremely coDridential, and not 

even the Board of Trustees or the Ritual Committee is 

informed of the partioulars of such oases . 

b. ,Hospital Pastoral !rork. I have attempted to keep 

abreast of those members of our Congregation who were 

ill and hospitalized . I have not yet worked out a 

satisfactory arrangement with the various hospitals 

in the city so that I am informed by them when Jewish 

patients are admitted. It is a diffioult pro,blem 

involving much detailed organization, but I hope to 

have it worked out so that I shall be notified when 

Jewish patients are admitted, and will then be able 

to visit them as rapidly as possible . 

c. Home ViSiting. In regard to this point I must say -
that I am sure that I have not covered all of t .he 

pastoral visits in homes of members of the Congregation 
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which I should have made. I am frank to confess that 

many occasions which call quite properly for a visit 

by the Rabbi were never brought to my attention; and 

that others which were brought to my attention I WaS 

Simply unable to cover due to the lack or time . This 

latter is not an excuse. It is simply a statement of 

ract . Our Congregation is so tremendous and there are 

so lJlany act1v:ities percolating constantly, that it is 

impossible ror one Rabbi to cover all aspects of his 

ministry . It is for this reason that I asked the Board 

to provide the services of an assistant Rabbi and the 

Board acquiesced. 4s you all know we now have engaged 

Rabbi Joel Zion whose help and assistance in the 

congre~atlonal program will enable me to devote more 

time to pastoral visiting at home . There is one 

recommendation I would make in this regard. 

REC01:l.::.ENDATION .:r6 . That some technique be 

devised, whether it be a committee of the 

Sisterhood or the Brotherhood or a jOint 

committee of responsible people williD~_ to 

undertake this task, to keep me informed of 

what pastoral visits would be appreciated . If 

there CQuid be a constant s.'{stem in opeXs.tioD 

whereby matters of joy or sorrow in the lives 

of members of our Congregation CQuld be brought 

to m.v attention systematically, I \vould then 

know that vie would be ha.ving complete coverage 

of the members of the Con~re~ation . I therefore 

recommend that some sort of operative technique 
~<~ ~ 

be designed to. keep me constantly inrormed . ~ ~ 
_~io.l<. 'I\w ~ . 
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I ill the1 be han~~ to make all c3113 necess~ry. 

5 . Birth of Temple Supper Club . 

I am very delighted to bring to your attention the birth 

of another organization in the Temple family . This 

year, under the auspices of ~,: r . Henry Frankel and 

Mr. Sam Rose, a large group of younger married couples 

was attracted to join the Temple as members . ,]~hls 

group was then organi zed h¥ 3 if into a discussion 

club which met the first Sunday evening of every month , 

for supper and a program afterwards . You woulCiI be 

delighted to see the enthusiasm and eagerness ~dth 

which this Supper Club has run its programs during 

the past year. They have reached out into the 

communi ty for speakers to inform them of many c,urrent 

problems. They have worked with zeal and ener@:y to 

make their suppers interesting and attractive. Their 

average attendance month after month has been somewhere 

in the vicinity of 75 persons. They have discu.ssed 

the internal Temple problems and have been extremely 

interested in the running of our synagogue . I feel 

quite strongly that from this group will come the 

future leadership of Temple Emanuel. I am happy to 

be able to report to you that the Board of Trustees 

has decided to invite the Supper Club to send one 

of its members to sit on the Board as an associate 

Trustee without voting privileges . Thereby one of 

the younger members of the Congregation can be present 

at the Board to present to it at every meeting the 

viewpoint of this large and important group in the 

Congregation. It is not beyond the realm of possibility 
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that after several years. when the Supper Club shall 

have established itself permanently as one or t ,he 

strong auxiliary organizations of the Temple, t ,hat 

its member of the Board shall have a vote as we,ll as 

a voice. M:embership in the SUpper Club is open to 

all members of the Temple between the ages of" 2:1 and 

35. Any members of the Congregation who are not 

already members of the Supper Club, and fall within 

those approximate age limits, are cordia~ly invited 

to join the club. 

6. Revival of ;11111am S. Friedman Club. 

The WIn. S. Friedman Club, which is the young pe,ople's 

group of our Temple, comprising post-confirman.d.s 

between the ages of approximately 16 and 18, had 

gone out of active existence during the years t ,hat 

I was in service. During the season of 1946-47, 

there were some efforts made to hold afternoon tea 

dances for this young age group, but apparently they 

wexe not tremendously successful. At the beginning 

of this current season, I Was unable to give tb,e 

necessary 

Club, due 

time and attention to reviving the Fr'iedman 
.. 1 

to the fact that a great deal of Aeffo,rt 

was being put into the organization of the Supper Club. 

By about January, however, we were a.ble to give' 

attention to the rebirth of the Friedman Club. I am 

now happy to report that we have had a rather successfUl 

series of programs during the past four or five' months, 

attended by an average group of about 20 young people. 

It is my feeling that the Club is now back on 8 , healthy 

basis, and that with the inclusion of this year 's 
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Confirmation Class of 28 young people, we shall start 

the season next fall with a devoted and interested 
~ "Jl'. 'IS ..A.{q ........ 

group. ,. feel that this is a very important organi-

zation, since it fills the gap during which tne young 

people might tend to stray away from affiliation with 

the Temple if there were no program provided for them . 

Both the Men 's Club and the Sisterhood offered sponsors 

in the persons of Mrs . David Musman and Mr. Mandell Winter. 

These two adult sponsors helped with the program and 

the refreshments ana I would like very much to see 

that method continued for next season . 

7. Men 's Club . Sisterhood. P. T. A. 

I must say frankly that very little of my time or 

thought was given to these three organizations. That 

does not indicate at all any lack of interest, but was 

due to the fact that I had to pick and choose between 

the things I could do . I had the feeling that these 

three well established, well organized affiliates could. 

really run an their own momentum with a minimum of 

attention from myself. And that proved to be tjb.e case t 

since all three had highly successful seasons. I would 

like very much to give more of myself to the tk~ee 

groups, and it will perhaps be possible during "the 

coming season . 

II. Intrafaith Activities . 

1 . Other Jewish groups. 

During the past season I have been asked to ap~.ar 

before the various Jewish groups of our city. I have 

bee.n unable to accept all invitations, but have 
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adapted a policy of appearing at least once , if 

possible, before each grou~. In this connection I 

have spoken for the ADL, B'nai B'rith , Hadassah, 
Council of Jewish ',Iomen 

Nizrachi,/and other groups which have invited me. 

It is obvious, of course , that our own Temple 

organizations have first call on my time and services, 

but it is part of my theory of inter- Jewish har:mony 

in~community which has caused me to accept 

invitations from Jewish groups outside of the Temple 

family . ..s 31''40· 
2 . Cooperation With Other Rabbis . 

I have had an extremely happy yea~ or association 

with the other Rabbi s and other synagogues in D~nver . 

I have done this delibe~ately and consciously, in an 

effort to improve relations between all groups ,and 

neighborhoods of Jewish people in the city . This 

phase o~ work 1s extremely important to me and figures 

largely in what I conceive to be the functions of my 

ministry . I have worked haTd and diligently at it, 

and am prepared to report that I think there is a 

constantly growing improvement in east side- wes't 'side 

relations . I see this to be true among the young 

people's groups , a.nd I am working on adult grou:ps 

toward the same objective .• If 1 may put into words 

what all of us know to be true, there is a certi!iin 

amount of intolerance on both sides. I have gone 

to meetings in synagogues on the west side and have 

heard the remark that ftB.ef'orm Jews are goyim. 'rhey 

would rather associate with the Christians than with 

us. It Nhenever I have heard any such remarks I have 
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attempted to explain with tact and restraint th,at 

they have no right to impune our loyalty to Judaism . 

Usually I can make my point and better realtions ensue . 

I have become personally very friendly with Rabbi Lader-

man . That ract seems to have impressed same of the 
{-

members on our side~town that perhaps orthodox ITews 

are not necessarily fanatics or foreigners . 

I shall continue to devote myself to this type of 

intra~aith harmony . 

III . Community Activities. 

1 . Appearances in churches . 

I have been invited to appear in ~he pulpits of many 
\4Jw.. ... 111 

.of the churches of the city . and have -ahiaj'1l accepted 

such invitations . I feel that much good can be done 

by having Christian groUps see what a Rabbi looks like 

physically and listen to his expositions of some of 

the elements of JUdaism. I want you all to know that 

I have never used a Christian pulpit as a vehicle to 

discuss controversial Jewish subjects . I have always 

selected themes of Jewish religious matters or ethical 

content of our heritage . I have also appeared "berore 

many Christian youth groups and seminars . I shall 

continue to pursue this phase of activity since I 

think some slight value may come of it . 

2. Civic Duties . 

I have been happy to cooperate with other indiv:i.duals 

and ~!;::fi8 in various civic responsibilities willich 

I am called upon to fulfill . There was, for eXI9.mple , 

the · large civic Thanksgiving Service at the Auditorium 

last fall . That Civic Service had been running downhill 
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L ,<J«~Q 7.' . 
Ir:QQR .. t;Hl;i , "';d Mayor Newton asked if I would not help 

revive it . Several ministers worked together con

scientiously and diligently with the result thelt we 

had the finest Civi c Thanksgiving Service whicl, had 

been held in Denver for the past five years . I have 

recently been asked to serve on the Mayor ' s Commdttee 

for the Freedom Train, Which will be in Denver 

May 22nd and 23rd , carrying the priceless documents 

of our heritage of American freedom . I waS happy to 

accept that invi tati on and was delighted that t ohe 

Jewish groups had been honor ed with a representative 

on the Commit tee . These civic duties are time con-

suming , but I f eel they must be done . 

3 . Service Clubs . 

The various service clubs of the city have invited me 

upon different occasions to speak berore their luncheon 

meetings . It was impossible to accept all the invitations , 

so there Was a process of selection and rejection . I 

used the theme of the Disp l aced Persons when speaking 

before most of the city service groups . They were 

interested in this theme and agein it was a non-

controversial subject, but one of humanitarian content 

wherein I explained what problems we were faced with 

and enlisted their sympathy and help . It is worthy 

of comment that after my address before the Rot.ory Club , 

several members of that club wrote to the Colorado 

Senators in regard to the stratton Bill. They sent 

me copies of their letters with the remark that they 

wished to do everything possibl e to help . I re:plied 

that I was o;rateful for this display of underst jmding 
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on the part of Christians. Unfortunately the Stratton 

Bill is now dead, but we are continuing to worR on 

substitute measures. The one most ~ikely to succeed 

in passage through the ~ is the Wiley Bill and I 

am currently engaged in explaining the provisions of 

that to the ~arious Christian groups before which I 

have occasion to appear . 

As I have said , tbese various community activities 
~ 

among Christian and civic groups are time consuming . 
A 

I would be happy to be guided by your mandate and 

wish in this matter . If it is your feeUng ths't I 

should cut down on the amount of time I devote to 

these projects, I shall be happy to be guided 

accordingly. If the nembers of the eongregation 

would care to express themselves one way or aJlo"ther 

on this point, I would really appreciate an indication 

of your sentiments. As it is, I try to devote 19-

minimum of time to these matters, but even this 

minimum is costly . 

IV . National Duties . 

1 . Chautauqua Society. 

I am on the list of speakers of the Jewish Chalitauqua 

Society t which is located at Cincinnati. I hav,e been 
a &ood 

forced to refuse/many of their requests to speak at 

various colleges around this Rocky Mountain region, 

due to the fact that I could not be away from home 

so much . But I have accepted several engagemen1;s. 

including one down at Colorado College at the Springs, 

and one this summer at a h'ethodist Ministers' C"llege 
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in Ketchum, Idaho. Appearances for the Chautauqua 

Society involve lecturing on Judaism before Christian 

student groups at colleges and universities . I have 

also done some of this work at Denver Un! versi t.y, not 

necessarily under the auspices of Chautauqua, but as 

a result of purel y local invitations . 

2 . United Jewish Appeal . 

AS you all know, I have been extremely concerned with 

the various campaigns which contribute funds teo the 

United Jewish Appeal for overseas relier and rEICOD 

structlon . During this past season I served as co

chairman of our own local campaign and am very proud 

of the results of the work of our own people he~re . 

I have been constantl y called upon by Mr . 1l:.orgenthau 

and others in the New York office to travel to various 

cities to help in their oampaigns. I have.refu,sed 

five requests for ever~one which I have accept, on 

the average. During these most recent days, for 

example , I have received calls 00 go to Omaha, Des }'oines, 

South Bend, Indiana; and Salt Lake City. I refused the 

the first three and accepted only the latter, begging 

off with the excuse that I simply did not have the time . 

This interest in the United Jewish Appeal comes , as you 

are well aware, from my deep concern on the basis of 

personal experience with the surviving Jews overseas . 

I have tried to walk a tight- rope between my du,ties 

here in the Temple and wb $ T feel to bs 7 !ge~ respon-

sibilities on a national level. If I have err'ed, 

it is a sin of overzealousness and I beg you to 

understand it . I feel that every dollar in every 
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city is so terribly urgent, that if I can possibly 

help to show people why they should contribute, 

~ I must do so . Please believe me when I sa:y 

that I have tried constantly to be away from home 

~s little as possible . Most communities have their 

campaigns in the spring , right during the month of 

April and ~ay . I shall continue to resist as much 

as I can , and shall accept invitations to go only 

when I can be away from. Denver a minimum number of 

hours . 

3. eeAR Committee On Ceremonies . 

AS you know I have been appointed to the Committee on 

Ceremonies of the CCAR and the UAHC . This is considered 

to be one of the most important committees in the 

Conference , since it has much to do with the shaping 

of the future of Reform Judaism in America , in terms 

of cermonies and cont ent . I was honored to receive 

the apPOintment to this committee and have attended 

two of 1 ts meetings during the past year, one 1:0 

Cincinnati and one in New Yorl< . The Committee ,consi sts 

of some of the finest Rabbis of America , and I was 

further honored when they accepted our Children's 

Consecration Servicejwh1Ch I referred to above ~s 

having taken place last tall for the new childr~n in 

the Religious School . This service will probably be 

published shortly as a pattern for all of the Reform 

Congregations of America to follow . I have attl,mpted 

to give as little time as possible to the work I)f this 

Committee , and aside from the two trips out of 1Ghe city 

to attend its meetings , it has not interfered wllth our 
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normal routine . I shall serve on this Committee for 

an additional period or, I think , three years . I shall 

attempt all during that time to see that the wClrk or 

the Committee interferes as little as possible with 

local obligations . ***********·** 

This is my total report for the summation of the activities 

or the past "eason . There is but one more thing I should. like to 

say. Our Temple has grown const antly in membership . We have become 

larger, G"'r""r .... t ...... _ .. I .. i&_s~·tltil>l!CCeGi&1IIII6~lall'P£!!.' ''!P, and our program and~ acti vi ty 

has ~rown more comprehensi va . I truly feel that we can 'become 

one of the most important Temples of America . I t ruly reel t h, e 

tl!at those Of us~ who are serving the Temple are here to Serve t .he 

members in all ways possible. 

To grow as an institution and to benefit from the Temple in 

personal terms, just one thing more is necessary in addi t ,ion to 

what we already have . That extra ingredient is harmony and peace 

and mutual respect among ourselves . Issues and principles may 

divide us into separate ideological camps . That has always been 

the case in Jewish lif~ . No one has ever attempted to force 

unanimity of opinion . But division on the basis of issues and 

principles need not mean and s~uld not mean separation between 

members of the Congregation who hold different pOints of view. 

This is one family . ife should aot in our religious and in our 

social and in our psrsonal and in our business lives as one family . 

We pray for peace . Let us pray also tor peace among ourselves . 

Let there be no further reasons for suspicion and douht and mistrust . 

I make this plea out of all of the sincerity of my heart . I shall 

not give up my ideas. I do not expect anyone of you to give up 

his ideas. I ask merely that harmony, conciliation/ yes and even 

love
l 

prevail among us . This is a House of God . This is a House 
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embodying the deepest finest ideals of the .ewish people . Let 

not this H~i_ven by fight and antagonism . I hold out 

the hand of F r t~every member of this Congregation and hope 

that every member will clasp his neighbor ' s hand so that together 

we may go forward to even more glorious future. 

Respectfully submitted 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
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26 Sept . '47 

3 Oct . 47 

10 Oct . 47 

17 Oct . 47 

24 Oct . 47 

31 Oot . 47 

7 Nov . 47 

14 Nov . 47 

21 Nov . 47 

28 Nov . 47 

5 Dec. 47 

12 Dec . 47 

19 Dec. 47 

26 Dec .. 47 

2 Jan . 48 

9 Jan . 48 

16 Jan. 48 

2) Jan . 48 

)0 Jan. 48 

6 Feb . 48 

13 Feb . 48 

20 Feb . 48 

27 Feb . 48 

5 Mar . 48 

12 Mar 48 

19 Mar . 48 

1947-48 
SEH!.!ON SUBJECTS 

SUCCOTH SERMObf (on details of festival) 

CONSECRATION SERVICE (new children) 

"I/HO .'lROTE GENESIS?" 

PROF. RAI.PE !.:ARCUS -- "JE71ISH NATIONALISM and 
UNIVERSALISM. " 

LOUIS SIllJAN --"ARE ,IE SOLVING AJ.:ERICA' S HATE PROBLEMS1" 

"FOOD AND PEACE IN EUROPE" 

"MARSHALL PLAN AND RUSSIAN OPPOSITION" 

"IS OUR PKACE SOUND?" (Armistice Day Sermon) 

"HO," DOES IT FEEL TO BE A NEGRO?" (Reference to 
"Kingsblood. Roya11 

A:r.~'UAL INTER- FAITII T"'...ANES~.IVIN'l SERVICE 

"PJ.RTITIC~I OF PALESTIKE" - ,frlAT DOES IT !..'EAN TO AN 
Al.:ERI CAN ;fE,V? 

"JUDAS lLACCABEUS" ORATORIO AIID NARRATION 

"NEEDS OF ,10llLD JEWRY FOR 1948" (Report on UJ'A Conference) 

"JESUS - CHRIST or TEACHER" 

"INVENTORY TIME" (stock-taking at beginning of year) 

"MAN OF ETERNI.TY" (Moses) 

"DISRAELI and ENGLISH JEWRY" (100th anniversary) 

"IS THERE A CHANGE IN THE ATTITUDE OF HEFORM JUDUS!,; 
TO'NARD CERErJONIES?" 

"WAY OF CONFUCIUS" 

rlWAY OF THE BUDDHA" 

"SHJJ.'TO - JAPANESE .fAY" 

MEN 'S CLUB Th'TERl"AITII SERVICE (Brotherhood Week) 

liTHE EINDU :'IAYIt 

nl,'!AY OF ISLAM" 

RABBI MORRIS LAZ.lROl; - Al"ERIC,\N COUNCIL FOR JUDAISM 
"PALESTINE ilND THE JEW" 

''P1JRll.: - NRO ARE THE ':ODERll HA1'.ANS?" (Record or Arab 
leaders) ---_ .... 
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26 Mar . 48 COUNCIL OF JEilISH ,~OMEN SABBATH 

2 Apr . 48 "THE CHRISTlM: MAY" 

9 Apr . 48 BERNARD BASKIN - "THE ~SA~E OY EISTORY" 

16 Apr. 48 "THE WAY OF ron",uS1!" 

23 Apr . 48 RITUAL SEHVICE - PASSOVER SEDER 

)0 Apr. 48 EUROPEAN PICTURE SLIDES 



l<EW YORK HERALD TRTBUNE. WEDNESDAY. AUGUST 17. 1949 

Israel to Compensate Christians For War's Damage to Churches 

Joint Commission Assessing Cost; Sects Agree 
Full Religious Liberty Is Prevailing 

By Kenneth Bilby Chr18tianl own large sections of 
COll1f~II\.. lU •• fI .. • Yor~ Honld T,lbant !1\e_.Jerusalem, Haifa Bnd Jaffa: Rua-

TEL AVIV. Ilan Orthodox Church holdings 
or all the Issues confrontln, alone, In .Jerusalem. are worth 

Israel t018Y none Is more delicate more than $60,000,000. There are 
than that concernln&, the status of between thlrty·nva and forty 
Christianity In the new naUon. thousand Arab Christians In Israel 
Tlle lubject of much murky dls- and from '00 to 1,000 priests, nuns 
cusslon, both here and abroad, It and rellgloua workers. 
has strained relations between two On the Question 01 damate to 
Cl'.llhs which have 8 vital stake in church property In Iarael alnce 
the Holy Land. May, 1943, Christiana are now 

With co-operation from the pressing for reparations and the 
Cat.hollo Church and the lArael Israeli government hili proml5ed 
Ministry of Religious Affalra "special consideration" when the 
this correspondent has examined Parliament brings uv a bill for t.he 
Christian holy places and church aettlement of all war ('Jamaiea. 
properties throuihout Is a I Th Both sides apee, unequlvoeably, 
C Ire. e, that much of this damage WIl.3 the 

alhollc h erarchy and the Iuael r suit of vandalism tlnd looUng by 
Mhinlstl'Y' upon request, compiled i:responslble elemer.t.l and cannot 
t elr own statistlca on the ext&!, be classed as battle damage. Arch
or damage on Chlistlan church bishop Hakim also ('('needed that 
buildings occupied by the mUltar)' DC per cent of thc desecration and 
and on the condltlon at holy destruction of Christian churches 
places. occurred in the first two months of 

Israel 's rankIng Cathollc-Arch_ battle, when the Israeli Army had 
bIshop Oeorge Hnklm, Bishop of not developed normal officer dls
Acre, HaUa, Nazareth and all ot cip!!ne. 
Oaillee for the Greek Catholic Approximately forty-nve Chrls
Church-and a hlah Israeli gov- tlan convents, churches, schools 
ernment omclal, met at the Min- and monasteries were occupied by 
Istry at Religion headquart.ers Md the Israeli Army during the war. 
for two hours answered questIons The majority have bllen returned, 
put by this reporter. but eight rhurch properties in 

(The Greek Catholic Church, Jerusalem, seven In Halfa and il 

under the dlre('.t spiritual and few in Nazareth, Galilee and the 
&dmlnlstratlve control of the Vatl- south are retained 0)' the militia. 
can, has certain Orlent.al rites The government \1Bs ¥uaranteed 
... ·hlch differentiate It from the to return them when !.he milltary 
Latin (Roman) Catholic. The IltuaUon permits. 
Church 13 called Latin rather than Joint Effort Berun 
Roman in Israel to dUrerentiate n The joint Catholic-Israeli Com
ritUally from the Greek Catholic. mIssIon has begun inspection of 
There 15 no connection between damages to the Church ot tho 
the Oreek Catholic and t.h.e Greek Dormitlon, on Mount Zion. Thl! 
Orthodox: Churches.) is the first joint effort to reach 

Dozen Sec" Function agreement on reparatJona and It 
More than a dozen sects func- :Is no exaggeratlon to say that 

t lon within Israel, The Jarged future rell\:lons between the 
are the Oreek Catholics, wlLh Catholic Church and Israel wUl 
1$.000 members, the Oreek Ortho- re~t on tho outcome. It would be 
d OlC, with 15,000, and tl1e Latin a ml.stake to Imply that the 
Catholics, with 11,000 to 10.000. Catholics are now satisfled with 
They have over ;.tOO church uulld
lnis and own about 50,GOG dunama 
of land. (The dunam Is .22 at an 
acre.) Their total inveat,ment ia 
nea.rJy 1250,000,000, 

conditions. Their estimate at 
da.mll.ges Is steadily Increasing as 
churches ar!' released from army 
control. The tlgure Is now close 
to two million dolltll'S, 

Meanwhile the RUSSian Ortho· 

dox Church Is becomina Increas
ingly Important In church strug-
81e for religious control of Jerus
alem. Its head, the Archimandrite 
Leonid, works hand in glove with 
the SOVIet Ministry hel·e. It Is re
ported that Russia. Is now pres.sur
Ing Israel to grant It tJtle to White 
Russian property In Jerusalem 
and other church properties long 
owned by lhe RussIan OrUlodox 
hierarchy, 

In exchaIlie for support on 
these requeats, the SOviets al'e re
portedly ready to approve the la
raell wish for partlUoll of Jerus
alem inatead of Internationaliza
tion. The sttuule for ChrilUan 
dominance In Jerusalem 11 thw 
liable to prOduce a conflict be
tween the RussIan Orthodox and 
the Cathollca-tbe two larieat 
property holders. 

Offers Retum of Chureh 
Israel has oftered to return the 

famed Church of the Dormltlon. 
But at HaUa, Monsignor Antonio 
Verganl, Vicar General at the 
Latin Patriarch In Galilee and the 
l'epresent.atlve of the Apostolic 
Delegate for all Israll, has said 
that the Catholics woUld not ac
cept the return before the joint 
commission haa finally aneased 
damages, He asserted-and Israeli 
otflclals agreed-that tho church 
had bem stripped of Its crucillxes, 
bronze candelabra, st.atuaries, 
priests' vesLrnents. atock of holy 
dressings and part of Its IIbrlt:'y of 
ancient church manuscripts. All 
movable fixtures had disappeared. 

ThI'fll other prominent Jerusa lem 
churchu which have been dsm
agea lnclude the HOSPice Nol re 
Dame, the F'ranciSClln Chs pel of 
the Cenacle and Snlnt. "am~s 
Chapel, In lower BRQD. Similal 
conditions prevail In the Churr.h 
of Saint. JacQucs of Maim \1'1 
Galilee, In Ihe Oreele Catholic 
Church of Saint Peter In Tlberills, 
and in a few othcr churches in 
Haifa and Galilee, 

Of tifty-flve Greek Catholic 
churches In Israeli JUI'!sdlctlon, 
Archbishop HakIm says five have 
suffered from "vandalism." Serv
Ices are belnl{ held now In all but 

nlncteen of these churches. Thou- Testimonial, Received 
closed no longer have eongrega·· In support 01 their contention 
tlons <they lett In the Arab ex- that Israel respects ChrlsUan 
odus) or are In vacated and ft- property, religious omclals have
strict· areas. A few have be!n Impressive tiles 01 Catholic and 
occupied by homeless Jewish 1m· Protestant testimonials, There Is a 
migrants In Haifa and the Israelis copy at a letter from Monsignor 
are now trying to nnd homes for Thomss J. McMahon, national ~c
them elsewhere, retary of the CathOlic NeSI' East 

Before detalnng their dltftcultles. Welfare Association to the United 
Archbl.,hop Hakim, Mon~lgnor Nations' Secret.ary General, Trygve 
Ve' .anJ and Monsignor Basil Sam- Lie, which testifies to "the genuine 
man, Vicar of Nazareth and the desire of the government of Israe! 
('allle dlstrlct,strellled one point : to repair damage done and to 
the friendly attitude of the Israeli maintain proper relations wlth re
government toward Christians IIglous Institutions wlthln Its 
here and the effectiveness of the boundaries. 
liaIson which has been establIShed Statemen'.s are on file at the 
between the two groups, minlstry fr om Greek Orthodox, 

Itraelll Admit Dama,e Marontte and Anglican officials at-
Responsible Israell omclals testing to the efforts ot Israel to 

frankly admit that desecra.tlon maintain cordial relations with 
and theft of Christian property Christians. Letters have been reo 
has occurred, Ii. high government celved Irom nuns of the communl
omclal gave this explanation: ties of Saint Claire of Jerusalem 
"There were some much-regretted and Saint Claire of Nar.areth ex
Incidents In the tirst two months pressing gratitude for the frlendll
of the war. These occurred before ness 01 the government toward 
our army had been properly or- them. 
ganlU!d and when we were totally Similarly, ChrIstians agree wIth 
occupied with flghtlng for our lire. one fundamental Israeli conien
It shoved (uns Into Immigrant tlon: 
hands and sent them to the front. Full rella:lous liberty Is enjoyed 

"Until we were able to establish by Christian sects In Israel. 
normal control of omcers over Churches, religious schools and ec
men, all abandoned property suf _ eleslastlcal courts operate unmo
lered. Looting was not confined lested. Pries"" are permitted to 
to churches. Scores of vacant move freely, except In and out of 
Jewish homea In the Talpiot !Iond restrIcted military zones wherc 
Sanhedrla quarters of Jerusalem they require the same permits as 
were broken into and itrlpped of secular perl!!onnel. 
all their belonslnss, (A mass of No priest has been killed or 
claims for wa,r reparations hu wounded Inside Israel terrItory. In 
been submitted to the government one or two rare Instances, accord
by Jewish rcsldents of Jerusalem,) ing to church reporta, priests have 

"At that time, army !IouthoriLies been detained, In one case, several 
were too occupIed to investigate nuns were reportedly threatened 
many ollenses and punish offend- by guns for brlel periods, by unau
ers, Since this nrst undisciplined thorlzed military personnel. Yet 
period the army has taken drastic rellslous leaders were accorded the 
steps to enforc:e the security of unusual privilege of paMlng back 

And forth AcrOSS bAttle line In Je-church property. The chief of 
staff hILS warned all commanders 
that he holds them penon ally re
sponsible for protedlng churches. 
In Jaffa, a soldier has been court
martlaJed And 6entenced to :sIx 
months' Imprisonment lor steaUng 
church Property." 

ruGalem, _____ _ 
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