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The Sabibath Pulpit
Sedra Noah. October 30

RELATIVE RIGHTEOUSNESS

In this column the Temple Bul-
letin presents a series of Sabbath
sermon outlines. This sequence
of summaries, bused upon the in-
terpretation of the weekly Scrip-
tural portion, will provide our
readers with a series of Biblica!
lessons throughout the season.

The rabbis and scholars of old
debated at considerable length
concerning the verse which seeks
to evaluate the character of Noah.
The verse states: “Noah was in
his generation a righteous and
whole-hearted man.”  (Genesis
6:9) A large group of rabbis in-
terpreted this verse as a depreca-
tion of Noah’s character. Their
contention was that only when
Noah was considered on a relative
basis with the rest of his genera-
tion, so wicked as to merit com-
plete destruction, could he be
considered righteous and whole-
hearted. Had he lived in the same
generation as Abraham, said these
rabbis, he would not have been
considered worthy at all.

There is a legend related about
Noah which strengthens the be-
lief that the uncomplimentary
opinion of his character was the
prevailing one. ‘The legend states
that when Noah stepped out of
the Ark and beleld all the rav-
ages and destruction wrought by
the flood, he began to question
God’s goodness and mercy. God
thereupon rebuked him for his
lack of interest in the welfare of
his fellowmen at a time when his
intercession might have saved
them.

(Continued on Page 4)




(Continued from Page 2)

I. Are we only relatively
good? All of us know many peo-
ple who are righteous as Noah
was righteous,—only when they
are compared with others. It is
true that when we consider the
beasts that walk the earth today
in human form we are as angels
in comparison. INext to their un-

- speakable crimes, our petty sins,
wrongs, and faults appear almost
as virtues. Bul. is this praise?
Is this a compliment? We still
are not completely righteous even
in our generation, even though
our generation, to its shame,
knows men and women whose cor-
ruption and villainy far surpass
anything in the days of Noah.
After all, there were no mass
execution chambers, cattle-cars,
and firing squads in Noah's day.

But the point to be remem-
bered is this: All of Noah’s
contemporaries were vicious, while
we, thank God, have some men
and women who, admittedly be-
cause of the emergency this gen-
eration has faced, have risen to
such heights of courage, character,
and humanity as to be considered
righteous and good when judged
by the standards of any genera-
tion, present, past, or future. We
should think of such examples as
these before we consider our-
selves righteous, even among our
contemporaries,

1. Are we only relatively gen-
erous? The current United War
Fund drive and similar campaigns
furnish an interesting insight into
the Noah-like generosity of many
of us. We look down a list of
subscribers, we listen to pledges,
or by other means we learn of
people whose income is greater
than ours but who are giving less

(Continued on Page 3)
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In this column the Temple Bul-
letin presents a series of Sabbath
sermon outlines. This sequence
of summaries, based upon the in-
terpretation of the weekly Scrip-
tural portion, will provide our
readers with a Series of Biblical
lessons throughout the seasonm.

Vayeya
Saturday, November 13

canism. You cian uprm that
loyalty in part at least by regu-
lar, responsible, and responsive
attendance at divine services,

The story of the Akedah, the
binding of Isaac, teaches a les-
son that closely applies to us as
we begin this new cycle of serv-
ices for children of the religious
school. You will recall the sent-
ence “On the third day Abraham
lifted up his eyes and beheld the
place from afar.’’ Abraham had
travelled a considerable distance
and, what is more, he had to lift

(Continued on Page 3)
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(Continued from Page 3)
other hand, it teaches that the
highest form of worship to God is
to be of service to one’s fellow-
people in the universe and al-
though we cannot expect to help
them all, we can find among our
relations with our dear ones, our
friends and acquaintances, enough
opportunities to be of assistance
if only we will take the trouble to
look around us. That look will
teach us also that when we con-
sider such fundamentals as char-
acter and goodness, there is not
much difference between those in
better or poorer circumstances
then we.

IL. Giving Hope and Encour-
agement. One of the chief ad-
vantagmofanqilnngahrmder
viewpoint is that it tends to give
us a stronger feeling of optimism
and hope. Boys and girls of your
age are prone to waver between
radiant hope and black despair,
between sheer happiness and
utter despondency. Strangely
enough this in itself is a hopeful
sign. You are beginning to do
some thinking of your ewn; you
are not merely accepting life as
something made for your special
benefit.

No one today can deny to you
that there is evil in this world
and that there are many base and
- corrupt people. No one can deny
(Continued on Page 5)
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and ru itely over-
throw themn - You will also see
recount a dozen blessings and a
score of reasons to be happy,
hopeful confident,

Will you then lift up your eyes
and learn reverence, broaden your
outlook and see opportunities for
service, and raise your vision
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The Sahbath Pulpit
In this column the Temple Bul-
letin presents a series of Sabbath
sermon outlines. This sequence
of summaries, based upon the in-
terpretation of the weekly Scrip-
tural portion, will provide our
readers with a series of Biblical
lessons throughout the seasom.

h
Saturday, November 20, 1943

Today we read of the death
of Sarah, wife of Abraham and
mother of Isaac. We also read
thesecﬁonfromtheBonkome—

The portion that we read is
called “the life of Sarah,” or con-
ceivably, “the lives of Sarah.” For
the word “chayim,” meaning life,
is one of those words in Hebrew
that is plural in form but singu-
lar in meaning. There is no singu-
lar form of life. It is always
plural; it is always composite; it
is ever a mixture of many things.
Whether that mizture be a worth-
less conglomeration or a harmon-
ious blend depends upon the
character of the individual moth-
er or woman in Israel.

(Continued on Page 3)



(Continued from Page 2)

The many sided nature of the
life of the Jewish mother is out-
lined in the Proverbs passage: her
duty to her husband and home,
“She looketh well to the ways of
her household and eateth not the
bread of idleness;” her duty to
her community, ‘“She stretcheth
out her hand to the poor; yea, she
stretcheth forth her hand to the
needy;” her duty to God, “Grace
is deceitful and beauty is vain, but
nwmnmwhoiweththelaﬂ,dn

meﬁﬂsmm
mothers, for" - who ful-
filled all these ~and many

more without neglecting a single
one. They helped in the store, did
practically all the work in the
home, reared their children, and
were yet pillars of the congrega-
tion of God and doers of real
charity of the heart and hand.
And the fact that we today have
a few years more of normal ex-
pectancy of life is not due prim-
arily to the circumstances that we
are inclined to work less and play
more than our parents and grand-
parents generally did.
(Continued on Page 4)



(Continyed from Page 3)

II. Harmony, not Conflict of
Duties. Who can say that one of
these duties outweighs the others
in importance? Perhaps, however,
the old adage fthat “the home
comes first” still applies. Public
activity may become a weakness
rather than a virtue when, and
only when, the home and family
seriously suffer thereby. That
home life and public life can be
harmoniously blended is so aptly
illustrated by many we know
within our congregation, our com-
munity, and nation, that we have
mnghtmted&aticymytome

betosamfb;imrﬁfe for an-
other, buttuf@ﬁawaytohve
them all to the limit of our abili-
ty. The difficulty certainly is not
with those who conscientiously
give themselves to the communi-
ty or with those who give all of
their time and energy to their
family, but rathei: with those who
have given only a small part of
themselves to either of these and
have wasted the rest of their time
and energy on frivolities and
things of naught.

III. Modern Jewish Mother
Worthy of Predecessor. We can
truthfully say, however, that not
much time is being wasted today.



——
We are seeing fhat we can do
much more than we ever thought
we possibly could. This is one of
the incidental blessings of a great
crisis such as the present one. We
are transferring time and energy
from non-essential to essential ac-
tivities, from selfish indulgence to
unselfish service. If all the min-
utes and hours, and all the units
of human energy that were for-
merly wasted and are now being
directed to worthy enterprise
could somehow be added together
they would in themselves be the
equivalent of tens of thousands of

To paraphrase Shakespeare, the
venomous, wears yet a precious
jewel in its head. The Jewish-
American woman is becoming the
mother in Israel again. Side by
side with her fellow American, the
Christian mother, she is learning
to give, not of herself, but all her-
self to her family and her nation.
She will learn to do without her
pleasures and conveniences, her
gadgets and her servants, and will
thereby become dearer to her
family and more honored in her
community. She will prove her-
self worthy of the honored name
she bears, worthy of being like
Sarah, a mother in Israel.
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In this column the Temple Bul-
letin presents a series of Sabbath
sermon outlines. This sequence
of summaries, bused upon the in-
terpretation of the weekly Scrip-
tural portion, will provide our
readers with a series of Biblical
lessons throughowt the season.

THE GOD OF OUR FATHERS
Sedra Wayetze
Saturday., December 4, 1943

Every true sermon is a prayer,
and every true prayer is a ser-
mon. The familiar words of this
Sabbath morning ritual, known to
our eyes and ears, should speak
sermons to our souls and spirits.
But sometimes our very familiar-
ity with these traditional prayers
has its danger, We may come to
say them so smooithly and so glibly
that we lose sight of their deeper
meaning.

One such prayer that is basic
to every Jewish service is the
Prayer of the Fathers. In the
opening sentence of this well-
known benediction the original
Hebrew repeats the word “God”
before the name of each of the
three patriarchs. Herein is im-
plied a lesson of deep spiritual
import. The God of Abraham be-
comes the God of Isaac only
when Isaac himself has acknowl-
edged and revered Him, and the
God of Abraham and of Isaac can
become the Godl of Jacob also

(Continued on Page 3)




(Continued from Page 2)

only when Jacob in turn has loved
and worshipped Him as God.
Likewise for us, although we may
have received a large measure of
our religion from our parents,
from our rabbis and teachers,
their God cannot become our God
completely and fully until we in
our turn have lived, have suffered,
and have seen that God in the ex-
periences of daily living.

Let us then consider the cir-
cumstances under which God
became known to each of the
patriarchs, for in their human ex-
periences we shall surely find par-
allels to our own.

1. Found 'Tﬁrqag_b_ Love and
Sacrifice. The eﬁlmx of God’s
many revelations to Abraham
came on Mount Moriah where the
patriarch had taken his only son,
Isaac, ready to sacrifice him, if
need be, to the will of the Div-
ine. There is no more touching
story of love and devotion, and a
readiness to give of that love,
than is containec in the account
of father and son walking to-
gether to the altar of the living.
God.

In the opportunities that life
gives us to walk together, to find
the mutual love between parent
and child, husband and wife,
friend and friend, and in our

(Continued on Page 4)




(Continued from Page 3)

readiness to make sacrifices for
that love, the same God of love
and mercy that revealed His
word unto Abraham may come
into our lives and bless us with
His presence.

1. Found in Unselfisk Labor.
Only when Isaac in his turn had
matured, and after he had under-
gone the tragic experience of los-
ing both of his parents, was he
granted a vision of God. The
Lord appeared unto Isaac after
he had dug a series of wells.
the same wells in which his fath-
er Abraham had labored.

Those who find God, who find
purpose, reality, and goodness in
their daily labors; are truly bless-
ed. Constructive labors done in
love of parents or children, of
country or of humanity, have the
touch of the divine. We, as Isaac,
may find God in the dignity of
our daily labors and in the serv-
ice and help that we can give to
others.

IIl. Found in Sorrows and
Danger. How cloes the God of
Abraham and Isaac become the
God of Jacob? lLet us return to
the Scriptural story we read this
morning. Jacob was fleeing for
his life. He knew fear; he knew
anxiety; he knew utter weariness
of body and the spirit. And, we

(Continued on Page 3)




(Continued from Page 4)
are told, he took one of the stones
of the place, the final place to
which he could drag his aching
legs and feet. With that stone he
made for himself a pillow, and
laid himself down to sleep. In
that sleep he dreamed, and in that
dream God appeared unto him.
In his dangers and his trouble he
found his God, just as many to-
day in their difficulties and
dangers are finding the God of
their fathers.

There are stones of misfortune
along every life-way. Most of us
merely aturnb]e tNer the.m, curse

us are able;ta"takae ﬂfe stones of
dssappomtmenig awd SOITOWS,
pour upon _thqm_ the anointing
oil of character and spiritual
strength and from that crude
monument erect an altar to
God. Such as these can say as
did Jacob, “Surely God is in this
place and I knew it not.” Such
as these who through their love
and sacrifice, their consecrated
labor, and their dedicated sor-
row, have made the God of A-
braham, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob, their own near
and dear God, can say, with
Moses, “This is my God and I
will praise Him, the God of my
fathers, and I will exalt Him.”

C. B L«




The Sabhath Pulpit

In this column the Temple Bul-
letin presents a series of Sabbatk
sermon outlines. This sequence
of summaries, based upon the in-
terpretation of the weekly Scrip-
tural portion, will provide our
readers with a series of Biblical
lessons throughowt the seasom.

RELIGIOUS PATRIOTISM
V'R»! j;h(d (“-:I' -
Saturday. December 11, 1943
Genesis 32:11

effort. We are proud to be patri-
otic, for patmlgfm ls a grﬁ

virtue. B EB

(Continued om Page 3)




(Continued from Page 2)

break out between him and Esau,
prayed as follows: “I am un-
worthy of all the kindness which
Thou, O God, hast shown me.”

I. Not Self - superiority But
Modesty. The Japanese patriot-
ism and the Nazi patriotism are
both based upon self-superiority.
The Japanese are taught to con-
sider themselves as children of
the Sun God, therefore super-
human, while the Nazis boast
thattheyarethemostsupenor
of all races. Because of this self-
superiority, they consider all
other people inferior and there-
fore destined to be slaves. Hence
their patriotism leads to oppres-
sion. When our father ]acob

soldiers of other nations, allies
and even enemies. Because we
seek or should seek to be humble,
we do not consider other people
below us and destined to serve
us. Therefore while the Axis
armies bring slavery, we bring
liberty wherever our soldiers
tread.

II. Not Greediness But Grat-
itude. When the Nazis took
Paris they stole public treasures
mhotad private homes. The
war is a war of gigan
greedy theft. Jacob said: "IE
unworthy of all Thy many kind-

(Continued on Page 4)




(Continued from Page 3)

Americans feel. Our country,
with all its wealth and facility, is
a gift which we did not earn. We
are no better than our cousins
who remained in the poverty-
| stricken lands across the sea. God

the New World was the festival
. of Thanksgiving. Because we are
grateful for God’s goodness we
are generous with His gifts.
Wherever the Axis armies march,
there is starvation and misery.
Wherever we come, we bring food
and shelter. Let us be proud
that:tlsonr.ai
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In this column the Temple Bul-
letin presents a series of Sabbath
sermon outlines. This
of summaries, bused upon the in-
terpretation of the weekly Scrip-

lessons throughout the season.
A SOLDIER'S| QUESTIONS
Sedra Miketz
December 25, 1943

Most of us listened to Presi-
dent Roosevelt’s Christmas Eve
broadcast. Amngmmytmport
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The Sabbath Fulpit
In this column the Temple Bul-
letin presents a series of Sabbath
of summaries, based upon the in-
terpretation of the weekly Scrip-
tural portion, will provide our
readers with a yeries of Biblical
lessons throughowt the season.
THE PASSING YEARS
Jonuary 1, 1944

The ancient Jewish law book,
the Mishna, says that there are
four New Years. The first of
Nisan is the New Year for kings,

E .

the first of Sh'vat is the New
~ (for taxes om
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@hie Sabbath Pulpit
In this column the Temple Bul-
letin presents a series of Sabbath
sermon outlines. This sequence
of summaries, based upon the in-
terpretation of the weekly Scrip-
tural portion, will provide our
readers with a series of Biblical
lessons throughout the seasom.

HOW TO FACE HATRED

January 15, 1944
A /e Exodus1

The book of Genesis, just con-
cluded, dealt with the patriarchs.
The book of Exodus, now begin-
ning, deals with the people Is-
rael. Genesis was biography;
Exodus is history. The
of Israel begins with a story of
oppression and hate, typical of
much of Israel’s later experience.
Yet every historiic people has ex-
perienced hatred. The difference
lies in the fact that hundreds of
nations have succumbed to the
hateful persecution to which they
were subjected, while Israel has
survived. Our people must have
discovered a secret, the art of
facing and outliving hatred. This
art must be of importance to all
—because all of us meet hatred,
racial, religious or persomal, at
one time or another. Yet no one
teaches us how ftlo meet and en-
dure hatred. Which method did
our people follow in their success-
ful life-career?

I. Keep Your Balance. Books
on Jewish history are misleading.
The facts are correct, but the
total effect is often wrong. The
books make it seem that our his-
tory is simply a succession of

(Continued on Page 3)
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E

_ P ] : .- we
do our work and live our life. Let
us preserve a sense of proportion.
Let us keep our balance.

(Continued on Page 4)




(Continued from Page 3)
created the vision of a happy,
meet hate we mmust control our
natural response. It is, of course,
beyond human power to love our
enemies, but it is foolish to poison
our own soul by hating them.
“Thou shall not hate” is not only
a Biblical command but sound
mental hygiene.

III. Keep Your Self-Respect.
The love we have received from
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presents a series

sermon outlines. Tﬁd

of summaries, based upon the in-
terpretation of the weekly Scrig-
tural portiom, will provide owr
readers with a series of Biblical
lessons throughowt the seasom.

THE FAMILY TREE

“' Exodus 6:14 #

Saturday, January 22, 1944

The dramatic Bible narrative
of the struggle between Moses
and Pharoah is curiously inter-
rupted by a detailed genealogy of
Moses and Aaron. In fact many
of the great Biblical narratives
are interrupted by ,imﬂn_dwmp-
Mof&eﬁmﬂ?m of

. The Bible is greal

teaching of Judaism to inculcate
the right motive for tracing and
studying the family tree.

thlstobethenob!eatpmtofthe
Bible, as indeed it well may be.

(Continued om Page 3)
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It declares the blood unity of all
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pressed with the vast difference.
Let us not think: of this fact in
terms of pride and vain glory,
but let us seek to remember what
have been the sources of our light
and strength, and if we have
strayed from them, to return
without delay to their warmth
and inspiration.

1. The Light of Family Loyal-
ty. One cannot. speak of the

(Continued om Page 3)



(Continued from Page 2)
sacred lights pouring forth
the dwellings of Israel without
S for it, our parents and
our grandparents—in fact, the
entire family circle which com-
prised a traditional Jewish house-
hold. No matterr how severe the
storms of misunderstanding and

ion without, there was a



(Continued [rom Page 3)

III. Light of Spiritual Faith.
Another great source of the light
that shome forth brightly from
the houses of our ancestors was
the beacon of religious faith.While
‘we may not expect today the
same unreasoned simple belief
that gave the lives of our fathers
such a rich and beautiful lustre,
we can surely say, on the other
hand, that cynmicism, the flouting
of things sacred, and a spirit of
moral nihilism, which denies any
sincerity, any unselfishness, any
simple decency in a single human

lights
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Thye Sabbath Fulpit
In this column the Temple Bul-
letin presents a series of Sabbath
sermon outlines. This sequence
of summaries, based upon the in-
terpretation of the weekly Scrip-
tural portiom, will provide owr
readers with a series of Biblical
lessons throughout the seasom.

fq_: HOME FRONT

RESPONSIBILITIES
Exodus 17:8-14

All of us, as Americans and as
Jews, are unalterably cledicated
to the cause of peace. INo ideal
is closer to our hearts; no other
aim so accurately expresses be-
hefsandhopesthataremmmm

T Fm gt : i n i! ] w
gretting ‘tﬁe mﬁty of this war,
fully endorses th¢ fight which the
United Nanons ame - waging.

‘How shall we explain this ap-

hdmadetbediﬂiculttrnﬁh

brought to life in our day.

Let us examirie more closely
how the ancient battle was fought
and won. It should provide a few

(Continued on Page 3)



(Continued from Page 2)

helpful lessons for our present
titanic struggle.

1. Supporting a Righkteous
Cause. The picture of Moses in-
spiring the warriors by uplifting
his hands may easily be taken as
a symbol of the Home Front to-
day. Ours is the task to keep our
arms uplifted in order that our
fighting men may see that we are
with them and that we deserve to
share in full measure their defeats
and their victories. Let us bear in
mind constantly that when we
permit the handls of the Home
anttodropt'brough indiffer-

cenicy, through

II. Keeping the Spirit of Re-
ligion Alive. The Israelites who
saw the staff of God in the hand
of Moses were reminded that they
were fighting for something more
than territory and gain, some-
tbmgmorethanredressand
They were doing battle
theLord thxm'vxctorywonld

dmoimm d his wh.-rs,
an €o-
the people of the Home Front.

(Continued on Page 4)
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III. Combining Religious Faith
and Fighting Spirit. We are told
that the arms of Moses were sup-
ported by his brother, Aaron, of
the tribe of Levi, and Hur, of the
tribe of Judah. Judah was a
great, warlike tribe in Israel; the
spirit of combat was strong with-
in him. The tribe of Levi was the
tribe of priests, the ministers of
the altar and sacrifice. They were
reserved for the sanctuary, for the
service of God.

Togetberthe]&ome_Frontand
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The Sabhath Pulpit

In this column the Temple Bul-
letin presents a series of Sabbath
sermon outlines. This sequence
of summaries, based upon the in-
terpretation of the weekly Scrip-
tural portion, will provide our
readers with a series of Biblical
lessons throughout the seasom.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN
45" Children's Service
February 12. 1944
This is Lincoln’s birthday and
it is our proud privilege to pa;
da;

is

(Continued on Page 3)
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In this column the Temple Bul-

lessons throughout the season.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN
+4i*°  Children’s Service

the war progressed, he realized
that even full victory would not
be worth the cost if millions of
men still remained the property
of other men, to be bought and
sold. Slavery was irreligious and
unjust. That is why he never
rested till this injustice was reme-
died and the slaves set free. This
great sentence of his reveals his

(Continued on Page 3)
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devotion to divine justice: “If it
be God’s will that every drop of
blood drawn with the lash be
paid by another drawn with a
sword, then, as was said three
thousand years ago, the words of
the Lord are just and righteous
altogether.”

II. Mercy. All war is cruel and
involves pain and suffering. The
higher the grade of an officer the
further he is removed from his men
and the less he can take account of
their personal sorrows and bodily
pain. Lincoln was commander in
chief of the army and navy. He
had authority to send hundreds of
thousands of men into battle and
remain indifferemt to their fears
aurlpam, Bnenhaedmmshs
station, he was still close to the
average man. He interfered to
savemanyaconlfusedrecmltfrmn
punuhment. m-ﬁympathhed

with bereaved:

IT1. Modesty. In any group of
Civil War generals and admirals,

not because of the dignity and
splendor of his appearance, but
for the very reverse. He wore old,
rusty clothes. Ele hated display.
He never felt any self-importance.
He was patient and modest. Few
of the great leaders in history
were as truly humble as was
Abraham Lincoln.

These qualities of his, ]ust:ce,
mercy, and moclesty were Bibli
cal qualities. Lincoln repmts

(Continued on Page 5)









g

@he Sabbath Pulpit

In this column the Temple Bul-
letin presents a series of Sabbath
sermon outlines. This sequence
of summaries, based upon the in-
terpretation of the weekly Scrip-
tural portion, will provide our
readers with a ueries of Biblical
lessons throughowt the season.

REFOEM JUDAISM
AND THE LAW
Beginning with Genesis, Scrip-
ture has so far covemd three
phases: biography (of the patri-
archs), history (of the people Is-
rael), and now law (civil, crimi-
nal, and m%ﬁm now
on for several readings
Scripture will cletail the many
laws commanded to Israel. All
three phases of Scripture have
then- permanent influence upun

in it. Our life as Reform Jews
is hardly modified by ancient
(Continued om Page 3)




(Continued from Page 2)

legislation. What does Reform
Judaism think off the Law which
has had so great an influence on
the development of our Jewish
faith?

I. Life abolished rituals. Re-
form Jewish leaders did not abol-
ish, as some believe, Jewish ob-
servance. They may have depre-
cated food rituals, etc., but they
never declared that it is wrong to
observe them. 7The fact is that
vast numbers of Jews, coming in-
to contact with mew and modern

iti ceased to observe the
food and the Sabbath laws long
before Reform came into exist-
ence.

before in our history. When the
Romans took control of Judea,

our laws of capital punishment, our
whole criminal law ceased to exist.

WhmtheTunp!ewasdwtmyad
oursacnﬁcmlla:nmsedmex-
ist. When the Jews left Pales-
tine, our numerous agricultural
laws ceased to exist. Now, in the
last two centuries, when the Jews
came into intimate contact with
modern life, the ritual laws of food
and the Sabbath, etc., faded away.
Reform Jewish leaders
faced that fact and decided to
something about it.

II. Only the moral law is
vine. The Orthodox pra;
prays for the nebuildmg
Temple and the restoration
the sacrifices described in the Bib-

3!

4l

(Continued on Page 4)




—

(Continued from Page 3)
Reform makes a clear distinc-
tion. It declares that some of the
laws in the Bible are human and
some divine. The ritual law,
though beautiful and beloved for
many centuries, is human, but the
moral law is divine. Nothing can
abolish the laws of justice and
righteousness jusi. as nothing can
guarantee that certain rituals will
endure. What the Lord eternally
requires of us is to do justice, to
love mercy, and to be modest.
Reform Judaism iis not only realis-
tic, it is consciously selective.
III. New cermonies needed.

Theveryﬂntaetﬁkefnnnjuda-

ism at its beginning was the crea-
tion of the cereminy of Confirma-
uonupunthebuusoitheoldBar
Mitzvah. Reform recognized the
need for ceremonies as the human
expression of the eternal moral
law, but it insisted that the cere-
monies must fit the age in which
we live. Therefore Reform has the

responsibility of creating new |
modes of observance. Reform

must be always constructive.
Judaism is a clynamic religion.
It is constantly changing its forms
in order the better to preserve its
eternal spiritual and ethical ideals.
In the landscape of our faith,
beautiful and beloved ceremonies
are like fragrant {lowers and beau-
tiful fields of grass. “The flower

fadeth, the grass withereth, but
the word of the Lord endureth
forever.” _

S.B. F.
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The Sabbath Pulpit

In this column the Temple Bul-
letin presents a series of Sabbath
sermon outlines. This
of summaries, based upon the in-
terpretation of the weekly Scrip-
tural portion, uwill provide our
readers with a series of Biblical
lessons throughout the season.

THE SERVICE OF THE
SANCTUARY

Text: Exodus 25:8

“And let them make me a sanciu-
ary that I may dwell among them.”

November 10, 1938 was a day
of dark tragedy for Israel and
humanity. On that day occurred
one of the most terrible pogroms
in modern history. Beginning at
two in the morning the Nazis ran
roughshod over Germany, pillag-
ing, torturing, and burning at
will. On that one day more than
five hundred symagogues through-
out the land were ransacked and
destroyed.

This pogrom wyas not the spon-
taneous outburst of an enraged
populace, as the German Propa-
ganda Ministry wanted the world
to believe. It was carefully and
deliberately planned f or many
months. The Nazis had long
since determinedl to destroy the
synagogues of the Jews.

What were fhose things for
which the Jewish synagogues
stood that made them so hated by
the Nazis of Germany? It would
be well to consider them today
as we read of the building of the
first sanctuary to the God of
Israel.

1. Symbol of Religious Freedom.
The Jewish synagogue or temple,
wherever it stands, is a living tes-
timonial that the citizens of that
community or mation respect at

(Continued om Page 3)
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(Continued from Page 3)
Christian virtues of kindness and
charity, mercy and understanding.
The Jews had given the founder
of Christianity to the world, and
for that the avowed enemies of all

nihilate this spirit among men.
To the Fascist cry, “Burn the
synagogues! Root out the spirit
of God!”, democracy and religion
answer, “God has commanded us
‘Build for Me a sanctuary that
I may dwell in your midst!’ ”
II1. Ideal of Human Brother-
hood. Over the portals of many
of these now charred synagogues
appeared the caption: “For My
house shall be called a house of
prayer for all people” (Isai
56:7). It is the same caption that
God, this safe and secure Temple
of ours. It denotes brotherhood,
Judaism welcomes every person
as a fellow-worshipper, equal in



@he Sahhath Pulpit
In this column the Temple Bul-
letin presents a series of Sabbath
sermon outlines. This sequence
of summaries, based upon the in-
terpretation of the weekly Scrip-
tural portion, will provide owr
readers with a series of Biblical
lessons throughout the seasom.

THE SACRED (CANDELABRUM
“Tezaveh,” March 4, 1944

The skilled workmen who built
the Tabernacle in the wilderness
when Israel came out of Egypt
could not have fforeseen which of
the many sacred objects they
made would become permanent
symbols of the faith of their dis-
tant demdanls. This week’s

making of the Sa-
cred canaeﬁh‘%nm. “This object !
became a paﬂlfalamt part of Jew-~
ish worship. It {pmﬁs in the Syn-
agogue as the Perpetual Light
before the Ark. It is kindled in
the home on the Eve of the Sab-
bath. It has become an art-sym-
bol which permanently expresses
essential Judaisrn. “Light” and
“Judaism” became related ideas.

1. The Light Of Conﬂdme

. The
futuresalwaysdark,andtbere—

(Continued on Page 3)




(Continued from Page 2)
be crushed by it, but shall be able
to bear it. dei‘:smtmguam—of
tor of happiness but our source
of the Psalm verse is significant:
“The Lord is my Light, of whom
then (and of what) shall I be
afraid.”

II. The Light Of Conscience.
Human life is a series of problems
and decisions. A favorite symbol
of that fact is “the crossroads.”
We are constantly standing at the ‘
crossroads in the darkness, not
knowing which alternative to take. |
We make our choices out of con-

Jews there was light.” To which
the rabbis comment: “Light
learning” (Orah zu Torah).
To us light always meant culture,




>

(Continued from Page 3)
life gs a school, to learn its mean-

and to find it thus a perennial

ing,




The Sabhath HPulpit
In this column the Temple Bul

A CONGREGATION IN ISRAEL
Children’s Service
March 18, 1944

ing the God of

/=0

them one congregation serving the
The crown and seal of all his life’s
labor is suggested in the section we
began today: “And Moses as-
sembled as a congregation all the
Children of Israel”

1. Unified Action. What does
it mean to be part of a congre-
gation in Israel? Let us consider

(Continued on Page 3)




(Continued from Page 2)
tbeﬁrstsyﬁableofthemd.n

means essentially “acting as one,”

Allofywhmu the meaning of

“convay.” It illustrates

l&nsunasoldastlme There
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(Continued jrom Page 3)
to save their buddies. Selfishness
won't win the war on the battle-
field or here at home. Again,
because we are in war, the gov-
ernment sets a limit to our sel-
fishness. Through the income tax
we must give back to the country
as a whole a part of what we
have earned. Through the O.P.A.
our government sees that every-
thing is shared by all and that
~ there is enough to go around. Re-
ligion cannot force us to do these
things in the way that Uncle Sam

these words
Me.” In like manner, when we
‘and these classrooms, it is with the
~ that you will return often to this
Temple to worship and to serve
the living God.
C.B. L




- @he Sabhath Hulpit
In thkis column the Temple Bui-
Idhlyrcsm:amofm
sermon outlines. This
of summaries, based upon the in-
terpretation of l:;szySmp-
ion, 1 provide our
reada's”:#k a series of Biblical
lessons throughout the season.

MAEKE UP YOUR MIND
“How long will yo halt between two
opinions?”, [ Kings 18:21

'1(\ TV March 11, 1944

Popular proverbs are a summa-
ry of the experience of the race.

. portion for this week. The pro-
phetEh;ahmtheChﬂ&mo!
Israel hesitating betwen the wor-

| ship of the idol, Baal, and the
worship of the true God. He says
to them, “How long will you halt

(Continued om Page 3)
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Taigs: 1ie -~ hew Tong will o
halt between two opinions?”
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" Ghe Sabhath Pulpit

In this column the Temple Bul-
letin presents a series of Sabbath

terpretation of the weekly Scrip-
tural portion, will provide owr
readers with a series of Biblical
lessons throughout the seasom.

Israel's Witness (to World Pmce)
War shakes our faith in the div-
ine plan for a world ofpemand
justice. We see brutal nations

triumphing through miituy

the price of the sword. How then

—_—
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father, Tn

Synagogues,

II. The Eternidl God
there was always an elaborate
chair called the “IChair of Elij
Every infant inducted into the
fellowship of Israel was supposed

the old Rhineland



'Elijah is the eternal ather.
us of the part which children play
in the service. The Seder sym-
olizes the unity of children and
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I. Faith in Reform J’udaim.

h8a8eggs
mm _m.mn m

Wehmbem.far‘upw
- about Reform Judaism. It has ac-

far more than we gen-
give it credit for having
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become a classic: “It will be the
religion of the prophets of Israel,
sincerity and faithfulness will be
its spirit, justice and. righteous-
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age life s formlm purposeless,
‘and aimless. Itibllkeamddan-_
less ship which cannot follow a
~t!ourse but is shifted to and fro
I'by ‘every wave of impulse. Early
and late in life wl:Pmnsi work
against our natural chaotic aim-
lessness and achieve and re-
achieve a planned and purposeful
exishnte

ﬂﬁll'i After God lnnned
order as the first step in creatlbn.
‘the world was described as
“Bohu,” which means “void” or
“emphy" Therenpon God ﬁlled
‘the empty world mth flowers and
trees and birds and ma

Millions of lives are empty. There :
is nothing in ’tha:m — no seriom

A

© Life Dark. The third deu:rip
Cohocks tarnsss, The wara
] 'n wor! .
was dark and therefore the Cre-
‘ator’s command \as “Let there be
Tlight.” How dark: are the livaa_o{

the newspapers. Education is the
world’s most creative task. There

iuomehfqra%ﬁ '_-ﬁom
e, SShat.

_ ._-.._day of his

L it e on page 6)
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Che Sabhath Fulpit
In this column the Temple-Bul-
letin presents a series of Sabbath
sermon outlines. This sequence
of summaries based upon the in-'
terpretation of the weekly Scrip-
tural portion, will provide our
readers with a series of Biblical
lessons throughout the seasom.
Succos Service—October 2, 1944

PROGRAM NOTES
FOR SUCCOS

Religion is a philosophy. It
studies the eternal and the infi-
nite. Religion is alm a pro
1t develops and mands a code
of c];)nductd Bagies being phil-

phy an ethi m re-
ﬁon is also art. It appeals to

the Sense of the beautiful and
speaks through pageant and mu-

sic. The Stccos festival
its teachings by means of m Suc-
cah Which is an art bbject—simple

and utiful. Like all art ob-
jects, it has a direct appeal to
the emotions, but its message’ to
the mind™fs subtle and indirect.
Like most works of art, the Suc-
cah needs interpmtation. If we
consider the interpretations given
by the great Jewish teachers, we
will find that their opinions can
serve us as “‘program notes” ex-
plaining the art-message of the
festival.

1. Simplicity. Samuel ben Meir
lived in France in the twelfth cen-
tury. His home was in the Cham-
pagne country, the famous wine
district of France. He saw the
rich and beautiful harvests fill the
barns, the cellars and caves. His
comments on the Succah are char-
acteristic of his experience. He
suggests that the Succah com-
mands us to leaye the wealth of
harvest .in house and barn in: or-
der to live for a while in a mmple

' | out-door hut. The Succah means,

therefore, an escape from the os-
tentation of material possessions
back to nature, to modesty and
simplicity.

2. Happiness. Maimonides was
a physician and a communal lead-
er in Cairo. His busy practice,

his literary work and his commun-

al responsibility burdened him
with endless work. It is charac-
teristic of him that he interpreted
the Succah primarily as relaxation
ancl happiness, a fulfillment of the
commandment: “Thou shalt re-
joice on the festival.” Happiness
is not only a blessing; it is a re-
, ,M——ﬁle mandate of the

SOtk Jacob Moelin (Mah-
| amﬁnwf Mainz in the fif-

munity had known persecution and

“exile. His comments on the Suc-
~ cah bespeak his experience. He

saifl that other people wait with
rhetr lﬁzmnics and outings till

'S ime when the weather he-
gs to get better. But Israel is

conimanded to go into the frail
Succah in the autumn when win-
ter is on the way and storms are
likely. The Succah says to us that
our homes and our material pos-
sessions are no real protection; our
sole security is our faith in God.
Storms will come. They always
cgnaled God’s goodness is our only
b3 ][5

These various comments, like
all good art-interpretation, waken
inlusmechoofrmognitim. We
may not have used the words of
these ancient scholars, but what
they said seems to us to be what
we have always thought when year
after year we see the beauty of the
Succah. May this festival, an ex-
pression. of Judaism as an art,
bring us always the mood of sim-
ple happiness and trust in God.

S.B.F.
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members of the Junior Congregation
who are in the Armed Forces. In
the near future they also plan to
publish a news letter which they
will send to these members.

Anybody who has information that
they would like to have published
in this news letter, please communi-
cate with one of the co-chairmen of
this committee, Mrs. Harry Orringer,
5731 Beacon Street. HAzel 3074. or
Mrs. Milton Alexander, 3218 Shady
Avenue, HAzel 6109,

PRAYER BOOK AND HYMNAL
FUND CONTRIBUTIONS

We are grateful for ﬂu con-
tributions 1o the Prayer Bock and
Fund of the Temple which have Zbean re-
ceived during the summer:

IN KOHOE_ _.W J

The Confirmation of Betty Jean Tohicl:
Mrs. Samuel Levill; Miss Nora Levy's 50th

at the Temple: Mrs. Esther R.

anniversary
Buka, Mr. and Mrs. A. Rothschild; Mrs. H:

Mrs. A, Rothschild; birthday of Mrs. Enoch
Rauh: Mrs. L. Sisenwain and family; birth-
day of Mr. Jeseph 5. Rosenbaum: Mrs.
Joseph Berkman, Mr. and Mrs. Robert ].
Cohen; 35th anniversary of Mr, and Mrs.

J. Eouimann: Mr. and Mrs. E. B.

Mr. and Mrs. C. G. Bandman, Mr. and
Mrs. Carl M. Bachrach, Mr. and Mrs. Julius
Baer, Mrs. Morris Baer, Mr. and Mrs. Morris

‘man; Rese Amdur”

Leonard Levy. Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Silber-
stein, Mrs. A. M. Hast; Mrs. Mayer Forst;
Dr. and Mrs. Freehof: Mr. and Mrs. Maurice
Falk; Mrs. Enoch Rauh: Mr. and Mrs.

mant Mr. ond Mrs. Wm. H. Skirble.
IN MEMORY OF

‘Alice Landmam: Mr. and Mrs. M. H.
Gufdahln- Joseph Klein, Mr. and Mrs.

Joseph Gold, Stemley Friedmari, Mr. and
Mrs. Joseph Gold; Rebecca Shenkan Davis:

Mrs. Bella Singer, Mr. and Mrs. Leonard
Singer, Mr. and Mrs. Louis Lefkowitz;
SMIiIB.hvrM.rs A. C. Kramer; Ber-

&u:blr Sgt._and Mrs. Hol:ert F. Goldman;
Lt. Willard Spiegelman: Mr. and Mrs.
Oscar S. Loeb, Mrs. A. C. Kramer; Isaac C.
Eohn: Mr. and Mrs. Dayvid H. Goldman,
Mesars. Henry, Foster, and Robert Gold-
: Mrs. Jesse L
Seidman; Leuis Goldman: Mrs. Mary Jos-
selson and family; David H. lLight Mrs.
Joseph Finkelpearl; David E. Marks, Jr:
Mis. Jonas Adler, Mr. and Mrs. Beriram L
Adler; Regina Huisman: Mrns. Sidney
Greenfield, Mrs. Herman Isay; Ette K.
Frank: Mrs. Mayer Forst; Dr. |. Leonard
Levy: Mrs. Mayer Forst; her moiher, Helen
L. Riteman: Mrs. Joseph 1. DeRoy; Jeannette
Estelle White: Mr. and Mrs. Charles White;
David Wolt: Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Strass-
burger; Ida Jema: Mr. and Mrs. Harvey
Stmssburger Mr. and Mrs. Carl M. Bach-
rach, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Diampnd; Julian
Kimmelstiel: Miss Margery Kimmelstiel,
Mrs. Miriam Gelman, Mrs. |. Kimmelstiel;
A. ]. Pollatschek: Mrs. |. Kimmelstiel; Mr.
and Mrs. Jesse Bamberger: Mrs. Mayer
Forst; Mr. and Mrs. Max Wolf: Mrs. Mayer
Forst; Lt. S. Leo Ruslander, Jr.: Mr. and
Mrs. Oscar Loeb; Mrs. Harry Mosenson:
Mr. and Mrs. Jack London, Fwi Esther
Mosenson Levy; Matthew Teplits; Mr. and
Mrs. Jacob W. Simon.
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times when his statement is true, We realize as “the melancholy
and we are glad to learn something days” come that sometimes we
even from this weary old pessi- may thank God for the knowledge
mist. His words have special mean- that he has not given us. What-
ing at this time of year when the ever will come we shall endure
harvest is over and the winter ap- with God’s help. Let the future
proaches. We know that the com- retain its mystery. “Too much
ing months may bring sorrow and knowledge is a vexation to the
pain, but we are glad that we do heart.”

not know it precisely in advance. S.B.F.

The Jewish World

A member of the Temple has begn kind enough to present us with an
article which appeared in the P:ttsbmrgi Leader October 21, 1900. It de-
scribes the dedication of the second Iighth Cemple. We are repub-
hshngumfadl,mue exact text of i fident that it will be of
great interest to the readers of the Bu

Another magnificent house of _wlarshnp is to be added to Pittsburgh’s
already long list of stately edifices. The proposed new church is to be erected
by the Jewish Reiormed congregation of Rodef Sholem, which has been wor-
shipping for the past forty years in t.herqld temple in Eighth street.

It is to be erected on the site of the present edifice on Eighth street, and
in point of elegance will compare favorably with the more modern and pre-
tentious church buildings of the city. While the estimated cost of the new
building cannot be definitely ascertained as yet, owing to the incomplete data
regarding the embellishments, it is estimated the total cost will exceed
$100,000.

It is to be built of Philadelphia red pressed brick with stone trimmings
and will be ornate and modern in every particular. The contract has not
been awarded vet and will not be until some time this week, when Architect
Cbarles Bickel, who is at work on the plans, submits his designs to the

committee.

Yesterday the last public religious service was held in the old temple
and with today’s Sunday school, which will be held at 9:30 this morning, all
further use of the old building as a house of worship will be abandoned. The
work of tearing down the old church will be started on Monday week to make
ready for the new building, which will be commenced as soon as the ground
is cleared. the new church will occupy almost the entire ground space of
the present property, which comprises a lot 8o feet by 120 feet deep. The
church proper will be go feet in depth with a 20 foot annex in the rear, which



our Teacher” (Moshe Rabbenu);
never just “David,” but “David
the King” (Dovul Hamalecl:),
never “Elijah,” but “Elijah the
Prophet” (Eliahu Hanovi). Thus
the hero of this week’s Scriptural
rea.ding is never referred to just as

“Abraham,” but a.ﬁ“Ahrahm our
Father.”

A our
fa:mly pride. We can be sure

that just as Scripture brought a
new ideal into the vmrld

3

mtsfortheproperty y
sessed and gave us, wearemk
ing a pagan boast. The
ground for pride we really
lspﬂdemtmmlgrantams
'whomherewlthnothm&ﬁm
by their energy and
ar_hmvedwhatevertheyachmed.

tween' us for we are brothers.”
When he had to fight he fought;
but his life-mood was not bellig-
erence, but brotherliness. When
mchﬂdrmoflmelleamtom—

quer quarrelsomeness

peaceablecommdeswitheachoﬂ:—
er, we are influenced by the aris-
tocratic serenity of Abraham our
father.

ITI. Humane—Noi Exclusive.
The homes of the European aristo-
crats were shut off and secluded.

mrkofa.ristocmcy:sexduswe-
ness. ButAhralmms tent was

“unfo everywhere,
are tmly influenced by
tradition of our great

everywhere, then our great coun-
tl's’,builtby Biblical influence,

the prophetic behest:
“Lookba.cktothemck from
which you were hewn, look to
Abraham your father.” This is
true aristocracy, true family pride,
bo!hfwmenmdnaﬁ%m.nr













there he went to Canaan. Abra-




because he gene
decisive anme'

sight.

ous, he waa‘ '
possessed fore-

F.S.F.
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brings the picture into smaller
compass and obviates looking at
it piece-meal. It enables him to
see the complete painting without
backing away from it. In the
case of life, the best diminishing
glass is the Bible. The Bible re-
duces the broad valleys of human
experience into a snap-shot photo-
graph. It gives us a panoramic
view of life. Through the Bible
our life and the lives of other
people are brought into focus.
Nothmg is exaggerated. Wothmg
is diminished.

Standing on the mountain_top
of religion this ¢ the sep-
aration between Mdou&m!s
that the story of Iamh and ‘Esau

is today’s diminishing glass. By

reading their ctm;ﬁetés_.":.
can learn to judge their lives, |
we should the lives of othﬁtm

in their proper proportion, in their
true relationship to one

There are three events in the'iivs' :

of Jacob and Esau that can serve
as a modern diminishing glam. The
first event centers around

birth.

1. There Is No Set Pattern in
Life. The Bible tells us that Ja-

cob and Esau were twins, not

identical twins, but {raternal
twins. We are told very simply,
yet graphically, that although Ja-
cob and Esau were born within
the same hour they were not alike.
They were different. Not only
were they unalike in their physical
appearance but they were differ-
ent in occupation and tempera-
ment. If we stop and analyze
the painstaking description of Ja-
cob and Esau we realize that these
two boys are typical of all child-
ren. Our Holy Scripture is try-
ing to inform us that no two
children are alike, that not even

the children of the same parents.

are identical, In fact, even twins

are different. This is an obvious
fact. Yet to tell us that children
are unalike is not Seripture’s only
purpose in recording this story. It
has another and more profound
purpose. The Bible is a human
document and as such it is a
record of human events. The story
of Jacob and Esau is a means of
informing us that the Bible does
not speak only of super-human
men. The lives of Jacob and Esau
substantiate the fact that every
man is unique, that every man
is different. It explains to us,
and very ably, that each man is
the iin of his own soul. Life

hasnoﬂtpﬁt!em

2 i e m Is No Perfection in
Life. As children when we read

the story of Jacob’s and Esau’s
struggle

for their father’s bless-

ing, we were fascinated. Yet
when we read it as adults we rea-
lize that this episode in their lives
is filled with theological difficul-
ues. Why is one brother hon-
ored and the other cursed unto
eternity? - Did not Jacob exploit
his. brother? Did he not act de-
ce:tfu.lly and dishonorably when
himself as Esau and

,lledtahxsblmd father? Why is

Jacob honored and Esau desptsed’
We can answer these questions
only as simple human beings. Ja-
cob was a great man in spite of
the misdemeanors of his youth. -
The life of Jacob is a testimonial
to the simple fact that there is
no perfection in human life. We
all have our faults. None of us
is at our best at all times and
under all conditions. When we
are tired we are irritable. When
we are disappointed we are un-
happy. Hate, jealousy, and con-
nivance are human traits. We
can never overcome them com-
pletely. We can only hope to
make them the unusual in our life
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rather than the usual, to make
them the extraordinary rather
than the ordinary, to make our
normal mood a mood of love, of
goodness, and of generosity. Great
men are not perfect men. A Roose-
velt, a Churchill, a Jacob, and a
Moses possess human weaknesses.
In judging character then, in seek-
ing a philosophy of life, we must
never look for perfection. We
shall never find it. We should,
however, try to make our normal
mood in life one of decency, hon-
esty, and generosity.

II1. There Is No Permanent
Protection in Lije. Up until the
time Jacob fled from his home
his life was not his own. We are
told that he was his mother’s fa-
vorite. In fact, it was Rebekah
who counseled Jacob to deceive
his father Isaac. She instructed
him to dress himself in Esau’s
clothing and to put the skin of
goats upon his arms. Jacob’s life
was dominated by his mother.
Rebekah engineered his whole fu-
ture until circumstances forced
him to flee from her guidance.
Rebekah made the error that
many parents make today. Many
parents believe that after their
children reach maturity they can-
not live without their guidance.
One of the most difficult lessons
parents must learn is that after

they have prepared their children
for life they must leave them to
shift for themselves. Their child-
ren must take the wheel of the
ship of life. They must learn to
guide themselves in the storm-
tossed seas of the outer world. We
too must learn what life taught Re-
bekah. We must adjust ourselves to
the thought that although we shel-
ter our children, that although we
protect our children, that although
we drain ourselves dry to educate
them, they are destined to fly
away one day only to return for
occasional visits. Such is life and
the Bible is realistic in pointing
out this phenomenon to us. In
the case of Jacob, once he fled
from home he never returned.

A diminishing glass is a labor
saver. If used properly, it helps
us avoid much labor and pain.
Our dmimshmg glass is the Bi-
ble. By using it we can sub-
stantiate what many of us have
lurued through experience. Ex-
perience and our Holy Scriptures
combine to teach us that there
is no set pattern in life, every
man is umque, that there is no
perfection in life, we all have our
faults: that there is no permanent
protection in life, we must learn
to teach self-reliance.

F.S.F.

The Jewish World

THIRTY THOUSAND JEWS REMAIN IN LIBERATED POLAND:;
250,000 POLISH JEWS IN RUSSIA

Lubli:} .(JTA)—The first official f:gnm; on the total number of Polish

in liberated Poland and in various

of Russia were

Jews
recently published. They were issued by the Central Jewish Relief Com-

mittee in an appeal for urgent relief.
of America, England, and Palestine.

The appeal was addressed to Jews

The Central Jewish Relief Committee stated that in the whole of lib-
erated Poland there are today not more than 30,000 Jews, including 10,000
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Mrs. Edith Caniter Lazear will sing
a group of songs suitable to the
festive occasion. Following the for-
mal program an i reception
in honor of the rabbis will be held.

Che ﬁahtmﬂ; ﬁnlmt

In this column the
letin presents a serie? of Sabbaﬁ
sermon  outlines. This sequence
of summaries based upon the in-
terpretatml of the weekly Scrip-
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time. In our childhood we cling
to our parents; in our teens we
rebel against their discipline; in
their old age we shield them.
Somewhere in this process we
grow to realize what they have
meant to us. Their love for us,
their unselfish tenderness becomes
proof positive that there truly is
pure goodness in the world. We
begin to learn of God’s love
through our appreciation of par-
ental love. “Godl is in their lives,
though we knew it not.”

II. His Holiness—in the Tem-
ple. On one Sabbath a month we
bring the school children into the
Temple. Our object is to train
them in worship,aqd to in:

L
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book, though T knew it not be-
fore"

Jacob was of noble . He
g:s taught fIJy fmﬂyGt tion

We, too, ;I{ml'my fhmugh our life
seeking the presence of God. May
the time come when we, like our
great ancestor, awaken to the
sense of God’s nearness and say

“God is in my life. Iknewit
not before, but T know it now.”

S.B. F,
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which happened during the dedica-
tion of the Chanuko Temple. Only
holy oil could- be used in the gold
seven-branched Menorah in the
Temple. When the priests entered
they found only one small botile of
this oil—enough to last for only a
single day. However, they used it
and by a miracle the oil in that
little bottle lasted for the entire eight
days, until new oil could be pre-
pared. This event may be one of the
reasons that we light eight little
candles on Chanuko today.

Che Sabbath Fulpit

Iuth:coluumthi‘anﬂcﬂll—
letin presents a series of Sabbath
sermon  outlines. This sequence
of summaries based upon the in-
tcrpretatm ofthwﬁyw

tural portion, will
readers with a series of B:'bk'cd
lessons throughout the seasonm.

BIG ENOUGH TO BE BLESSED:
‘Too small for all the Kindness’
Gen. 32:11:
December 2, 1944

Our Sabbath and daily services
begin with the prayer: “Not. in
reliance upon our own merits do
we lay our supplications before
Thee.” The thought of this pray-
er is ancient. It goes back to a
prayer uttered by Jacob, record-
ed in this weeks Scripture. Jacob,
returning home after more than
twenty years’ absence, is con-
fronted with the danger of attack
by his vengeful brother, Esau.
He, therefore, prays to God for
deliverance and begins his pray-
er with the words: “I am um-
worthy of all Thy kindness.” One
would imagine that Jacob, our
father, and we too in our daily
prayers, would begin with the op-
posite thought, namely, that we
are most worthy of God’s kind-

ness and therefore ask for His
protection. The meaning of this
strange declaration of unworthi-
ness and its value to us in time
of trouble are revealed in a closer
analysis of the exact words which
Jacob used. He said: “T am too
small, not big enough, for all Thy
kmdness

I. Not Big Enough for Friend-
skip. Jacob speaks of God’s kind-
ness. This lovingkindness of God
surrounds us on every hand. It
exists in the hearts of all our
friends. The whole world is full
of human tenderness, expressing
Gods lovingkindness, and yet in
spite of all this available com-
radeship many people remain
friendless and in time of crisis
find themselves isolated. The rea-
son is that their hearts are too
small to benefit from this abund-
ant blessing. They are too sus-
picious of others. They close the -
door of their consciousness to
other human beings. If they could

only be more open-hearted they

would be big enough to find an
abundance of friendship all
through their lives.

Il. Not Big Enough for Cul-
ture. After speaking of God’s
lovingkindness, Jacob speaks of
God’s truth. Truth and I i
abound in the world. The human
mind gains immense knowledge
and makes brilliant inventions.
Yet these inventions, airplanes,
tanks, and rockets have led to
human misery only because man’s
moral nature has grown too small
to use properly God's truth. So
it is with many a learned man,—
he never attains true culture be-
cause all his knowledge makes
him more bigoted and opinionat-
ed. As we pray to be open-heart-
ed, so we should pray to be open-
minded, to be morally big enough
for God’s truth.
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III. Not Big Enough for
Wealth. Jacob then enumerates
the flocks and the herds he has
acquired and says that he is too
small for these material kindness-
es too, This is a phenomenon
which we frequently observe. Peo-
ple suddenly earn wealth and the
wealth causes them harm. Tt ex-
presses itself in wild self-indul-
gence and life-shortening pleasure
seeking. Such people are too small
to be so big. Wealth is one of

God’s bl&sngs if we are big.

enough to use it for culture, for
the support of great human. insti-
tutions, and for the reduction of
human misery. Wealt_h is a great
revelation of man's true stature.
Every man who is given the pn-
vilege of attaining
cess should pray to be open-hand
ed so as to grow big enough for
God’s material blessings.

Jacob’s prayer was uttered
humbly, in time of crises, in the

face of danger. We are constantly
confronting sudden crises in our
lives. At such times we have been
irequéntly advised to remember
our blessings and thus not be dis-
contented with sorrows. Perhaps
the advice of Jacob’s example
goes deeper. Instead of just count-
ing our blessings it would be more
significant to measure owurselves
against the blessings which we
have already received. We shall
find then that we should have
been much stronger through
fnendshxp, knowledge, and mater-

! had we been big
to measure up to the op-
portunities of God’s abundant
benedictions. It should be the aim

‘of our life to rise to the level of

the gifts we receive. We need

-.ahnys say to ourselves: If I can
s

be big to be worthy of

my happiness, I shall be strong
‘enough to endure my sorrows.
S.B. F.

|

The Jewish World
RUSSIA NO LONGER WILL CIODNSIDER ANTI-SEMITISM AN
INTERNAL AFFAIR OF EACH COUNTRY

WASHINGTON, (JTA)—The Soviet Embassy recently published an
article written by Vladimir Komarov, president of the Academy of Sciences
of the USSR, condemning anti- Senntlsm The article warned that Soviet
Russia will no longer consider anti-Semitism as a purely internal affair of
the country where it is practiced.

Citing the text of a reply given by Joseph Stalin in 1931 to the Jewish
Telegraph Agency with regard to his views on anti-Semitism, Prof. Komarov
points out that Stalin, in his statement., declared: “Anti-Semitism, as an ex-
treme form of racial chauvinism, is the. most dangerous survival of cannibal-
ism. In the USSR anti-Semitism is prosecuted most severely as a phenomenon
profoundly inimical to the Soviet system. According to the laws of the
USSR, active anti-Semites are punished by death.”

Prof. Komarov then goes on to point to the German mass-extermination
of Jews in the Maidanek and other camps and emphasizes that the basis
for these mass-executions was actually laid down through “stupid anti-
Semitic jokes in the beer halls of Munich.”

“This,” Prof. Komarov says, “is why our attitude toward racial hatred
today is different from our attitude in the days of our youth. In those days
we merely felt like turning our backs on an infamous and vile spectacle.

S
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The Sabbath Pulpit

In this column the Temple Bul-
letin presents a series of Sabbath
sermon outlines. This sequence
of summaries based upon the in-

terpretation of the weekly Scrip--

tural portion, will provide our
readers with a series of Biblical
lessons throughout the season.
FIGHTING OUR FEARS
Genesis XLIL 16
Saturday, December 16, 1944

Any modern psychiatrist could

understand and interpret Pharaoh’s

dream. Pharaoh was
for the welfare of Egvpt. The
chief problem of Egypt was the

problem of harvest or famine and

that depended upon the flooding
of the River Nile. His dream
of the cattle and the wheat was
a typical “anxiety " When
Joseph came before him, he recog-
nized by Pharaoh’s demeanor
even before he was told thedream,

that Pharaoh was in the throes of

anxiety and fear. Therefore, he
made the famous statement: “God
will give Pharach the answer of
peace,” ie, God will teach
Pharaoh how to fight back his
fears and find peace at heart. This
would be a valuable text for a
chaplain since fear is normal
among all soldiers and each soldier

must find how to achieve calm and

serenity. It is a magnificent text
for civilian congregations since
particularly in these days, we all,
like Pharaoh, live under grave
anxiety and wish that God would
give us “the answer of peace” and
confidence,

I. Face Your Fears. Pharaoh
resisted the normal tendency to
forget the terrifying dream. He
insisted upon recalling and re-
peating it until he found its
interpretation. Chaplains and
morale officers try to get the sol-

diers into a specific definition of
their fears. It is better for them
to be able to state precisely what
they may fear, (pain, capture or
death) than to be hag-ridden by
vague, undefined apprehensions
which, because they are vague,
may grow to terrifying propor-
tions. So it is with all of us. It
would be wise to observe closely
our feelings of anxiety and to
keep them from being like a vague
cloud which can cover the entire
horizon. It is better to “interpret
the dream™ and face directly what
we fear. Bring your fears out of
the vague shadow into the clear
light where they can be seen!

1I. Gather Your Streugth.
Joseph made no attempt to give
Pharaoh an easy assurance. He
did not tell l:im that the dream
and its dangers were mere imagina-
tion. The famine about which
Pharaoh had so much anxiety was
a real possibility. Joseph’s advice
was practical: Prepare in the
years of plenty, so that you will
have strength to endure the years
of famine. Soldiers are never de-
ceived by false assurances that
there will be no danger. Instead
they are trained to achieve skill
and strength so as to be ready
for danger if it comes. So with
os it would be well ta?ghaat.spcrour
strength in times o iness.
Do we fear poverty? Let us learn
discipline now. Do we fear lone-
liness? Let us begin accumulating

III. Work Without Cessation.
Scripture does not tell us specific-
ally, but we may be certain that
during all the years of plenty
Joseph kept Pharaoh in constant
touch with all the preparations
which were being made, He kept
him busy and thus overcame his
anxieties. Soldiers find that the
best cure for fear is activity. The
period of dull waiting invites the
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clouds of anxieties. So with us.
We must be grateful that we have
work to do. All the extra tasks
which come to us in wartime keep
us healthy-minded. It is still a
great truth that the cure for worry
is work.

1t is significant that Pharaoh’s
anxiety is described in the form of
a dream, a nightmare. In the dark-
ness of night, when all familiar
scenes are shut out from our eyes,
it is then that all fears grow to

in darkness these days. The future
is a black mystery. Our anxieties
become nightmares. Scripture does
not give us easy assurances that

. there is no ground for fear; it

gives us instead a clear guide as
to how to handle our fears. We
must face them frankly. We must
build up our strength while we
can and continue to work at every
useful task. Thus we shall outlive
the dark night and see the day-
light of a better time.

hideous proportions. We are living S. B. F.
"~ e Fewish World
SENATE COMMITTEE TABLESS PALESTINE RESOLUTION AT
STATE DEPARTMENT'S REQUEST

WASHINGTON. (JTA}—The Wagnu-m resolution on Palestine
which asks for unrestricted i lion of Jews to Palestine and for the
ultimate establishment of a J - Commonwealth was recently tabled by
the Senate Foreign Relations Commmea

No action will be taken on the resolution during the present session of
Congress, Senator Tom Connally, Chairman of the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, announced. He added that the State Department would issue a
statement on the subject. He also revealed that his committee had acted
pursuant to the State Department’s feeling that action on the resolution
now would be undesirable owing to the current international situation.

State Department Issues Stirtement'Defining Its Attitude

A statement issued by the Statel Department emphasized that the de-
partment considered the passage of the Palestine Resolution at the present
time “unwise.” The statement reads:

“Resolutions pertaining to Palestine have recently been before the
appropriate committees of the Congress, and the Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations has inquired as to the attitude of the Department of
State towards these resolutions.

“The Department has the utmost sympathy for the persecuted Jewish
people of Europe and has been assisting them through active support of
the work of the War Refugee Board and in every other possible way. The
Department considers, however, that the passage of the resolution at the
present time would be unwise from the standpoint of the general inter-
national situation, and has so informed the Senate Committee on Foreign
Relations.”

READ YOUR BIBLE
The Scriptural portion for this weelk ending Saturday, December 30, is
from the Pentateuch, Genesis XLVII—XLIX
from the Prophets. Job V




Biggard; Dav!dl.Wi:l:Inniaerw.ga-
tion; Sophie R. Jacobs: Mr. and Mrs. Louis
R.Iambs lebu!ﬁr and Mrs.
Louis R. Jaco her mother, Ida Sarah
Anduers.IasseI Seidman.

Che Sabbuth Pulpit

In this column the Temple Bul-
letin presents a series of Sabbath
sermon outlines. This sequence
ofmbm upon the in-
terpretation of the weekly Scrip-
tural portion, will provide our
readers with a series of Biblical
lessons throughout the seasom.

dig it out with our eyes. What
amthaehumanfaultsmjosq:h’a
adult life that can help us im-
prove our own lives?
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CHAPLAIN ROTHSCHILD TO
BROADCAST

Chaplain Jacob M. Rothschild will
age of Israel” program this Sunday
at 10 A.M. over stetion KQV. Chap-
lain Rothschild is ai the present
time on detached cluty in the Chap-
lain’s office in Washington, D. C.
He will speak fromi New York.

The Sabhath Hulpit

In this column the Temple Bul-
letin presents a series of Sabbath

Ablmngmﬂhemblatfom
:ﬁaprayu' It is an unselfish wish
' dremdtuGodbyapamin
behalf of a child. It is
that the last act of Jacob, the
last of the three patriarchs, is the
blessing which he uttered in behalf
of his children. Quite understand-
ably,mbecameacusbmnﬂlmngh
the centuries for the Jewish parent
toblushwchﬂdLAkhou@ﬂle
custom as a regular procedure is
unfortunately neglected in modern
times, nevertheless its mood re-
mains deeply ingrained in us.
There is an ancient traditional
parental blessing which wishes for
a child that Godlbﬂaglumm
“Torah, Chuppa (marriage), and
Good Deeds.” As we
this ancient blessing found in the
Talmud, we see that it still ex-
presses the sentiment of the mod-
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1. Torah—Culture, Qur an-
cestors made almost unbelievable
sacrifices to provide for the educa-
tion of their children in the tra-
ditional lore. Books and schools
were made available at a heavy
cost to improverished communi-
ties. It was an intolerable prospect
to a Jewish parent that a child
should grow up an ignoramus.
Andwcfeelthatwaaﬂtoduyﬂvm

un]ewishpamtwith.regardh
children,

that
eager that their
their
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We must remember that no man is
above us, that no man is below
us. We are all equal.

II. Reverence. When Moses
saw the bush that burned but did
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vealed to Moses the miracle of
thebur&ngh::;sh and afterheéig
then gave Moses his first orders.
He said to Moses, “I will send
theeml’hamohfm thatﬁ;amy-
est bri th my - out
of Egypt.” And then Moses uttered
his immortal answer. He re-
plied to God, “Who am I that
I should go unto Pharaoh and
that I should bring forth the
people of Israel ¢ut of Egypt?”
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The Sabhath Pulpit
In this column the Temple Bul-
letin presents a series of Sabbath
sermon outlines. This sequence
of summaries based upon the in-
:a-pmuiou of the weekly Scrip-
tural portion, will provide our
readers with o series of Biblical
lessons throughout the seasom.

A PLAGUE ON
STUBBORNNESS
Excidus 10:1
January 20, 1945

“Whom the gods would destroy
they first make mad.” This fa-
{ suyni comes from the
repeated by the Greco-Roman
Y apher, Plutarch. Tt means
that when a iman loses his calm,
his self-control, he lashes about
wildly until he achieves his own
destruction. The saying also re-
veals the Greco-Roman character
ideal, namely, that serenity is the
highest of human virtues, When
God determined that Pharaoh
must be dest;ieoyedledbezuse of ﬁ
wickedness, m to
own_ destruction by changing his
character. Scriipture tells us, “God
hardened Pharaoh’s heart.” The
highest Hebrew ideal is spiritual
sensitiveness and mental alertness,
Whenamanbeoomesnnmably
stubborn, he brings about his self-
destruction. ThHebrewpmverb
in contrast to the Greco-Roman,
might well be; “Whom God would
destroy He first makes stubborn.”
Since the Midrash says that each
plague was a punishment for a
specific sin, it is interesting to ob-
-serve which plagues were punish-
ment for which types of stubborn-
ness.




1. Stubbormness of Prejudice
—The Plague of Blood. Pharaoh
was prejudiceci against the chil-
dren of Israel. No amount of pa-
triotic service on the part of their
ancestor Joseph, no amount of
loyalty on their part could remove
that stubborr prejudice from his
heart. Prejudice, a stubbornness
of judgment, never remains a
mere mental fact. It soon trans-
lates itself into deeds of hate and
violence from which all suffer.

The punishment for the stub-
bornness of prejudice is the plague
of blood. Modern prejudices are
rarely eradicated by rehx!auons
and loglcal ar

The H&a -+ Heph;;n;,
was rich and. mmful. a
stubborn conﬁdeneehhmmm-
ial wealth and power.
Therefore when God sent the hail
of destruction, it destroyed the
agricultural wealth upon which
Pharaoh reliecl. Thoae who stub-

ward thm,gsau’ecrnshedbytha
hail of misfortune which inevita-
bly comes. The only way to out-
lastﬂ:estomlofhfennotto
put stubborn faith in material
things, but to have the humility
and the modesty of adjustment
to simpler modes of life.

IIL. Stubbornness of Opinion
—The Plague of Darkness. Phar-
aoh’s servants pleaded with him
to change his mind; but what-
inhis'opinhm. God sent him
therefore the plague of darkness
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@The Sabbath FPulpit

In this column the Temple Bui-
letin presents a series of Sabbatk
sermon outlines. This sequence
of summaries, based upon the in-
terpretation of the weekly Scrip-
tural portion, will provide owr
readers with a series of Biblical
lessons throughout the season.

SYMBOLISM IN THE
SANCTUARY

Exodus XXV #f.

February 17, 1945

Today many of those who helped
1::1:1:'1511I andhabudd om' houses of
worship have gone.
contentedly, hopeful &(ﬁmﬁ
build a super-structure of worship
on their solid fonnda‘}ﬁa"of‘faﬂh
However, those of us who are left,
their descendants, hﬁeiﬁt diéir
sense of re]ig'xous T )

Thedlsczphneofregularsymgo-
gal attendance is absent in our

lives. We are no longer attracted

by the divine and the solemn.
This absence of the divine in our
lives is certainly a trenchant cause

for our lack of regular religious
attendance; but it has a deeper

source. Rel:glnn is no longer an’

expression of the handicrafts and
the a:ts. We have reached our
peak in building. No longer can
we use construction as a means
to develop temple worship. We
must find a new source of motiva-
tion. What type of

can we substitute for the old hand-
icraft participation? In what ways
can people build the inside of the
sanctuary now that the outside is
completed?

1. Sincerity. The rabbis, in
commenting on the Biblical verse,
“And thou shalt overlay the ark
with pure gold on the inside as
well as the outside,” asked a very

profound question. 'I‘hg inquired,

Why should the made of the

¢

|

ark be overlaid with gold? After
all, nobody but high. priests has
access to the Holy of Holies. No-
body will see the inside of the
ark, but everybody can observe
its exterior.” The rabbis, however,
after careful thought, were able
to recognize the symbolic reason
for this command. They reached
the conclusion that just as the ark
was overlaid with gold on the in-
side where it was not visible, so
man should overlay his inner "life
with pure gold. A man must be
just as pure in mind and heart as

.heappearspuremhswtward

wxr]ﬁthepure gold of genuineness.

. II &fwnal Re:pombd#y A
man may be sincere and gen

but he can still be sd{lﬁlL 'll:e

Bible describes unselfishness in a

very quaint way and this explana-

tion is enhanced by a beautiful

.comment from one of the rabbis.

Ibn Ezra makes an interesting
observation. He points out that
the tabernacle was made of ten
separate curtains, but once the
tabernacle was erected for wor-
ship the ten distinctive pieces were
indistinguishable as separate units.
They were so arranged that when
they were formed t they
were a single whole. Similarly Ibn
Ezra concludes that the commun-
ity of Israel, which comprises dif-
ferent points of view, must also
be linked together. This principle
m!aursummanmdmr.hepathy
statement, * Everyjew:smspow
ble for his brother Jew.” The in-
side of the sanctuary, therefore,
can be built only through mutual
responsibility.
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III. Peace In Our Houses Of
Worskip. Mutual responsibility is
a beautiful concept, but it can
also lead to conflict—and it has
done so. Judaism today is torn
asunder because of our strong
sense of responsibility. Contro-
versy in Judaism has always been
healthy and productive until it was
carried into the synagogue. This
is particularly true today. It now
appears as if Zionism and anti-
Zionism have been substituted for
Judaism. If this war continues
within the Holy of Holies, Juda-
ism will suffer. The rabbis were
also aware of this problem. They
related that when Selomon’s Tem-
ple was built Scripture recorded
that “Neither hammer nor axe nor
any tool of iron was used in its
construction.” “If this was the
case, how thef? t\;r:re the s:o::&s of
the Tanple t together?
people asked. “Solomon in his wis-
dom,” was the answer, “had come
into possession of a wonderful
worm. This worm was one of the
miracles of creation and if it was
placed on the hardest of stones,

it would instantly and noiselessly
shape them as desired.” This, of
course, is only a legend, but it
does enshrine a moral truth, the
truth that the Temple of the Lord
cannot stand where there is dis-
cord, violence, or revolt. The sanc-
tuary is a peaceful place. It is
God’s habitation and man’s resting
place. It is our spiritual oasis.
Religion uses symbolism as a
means to teach great religious
truths. Such was the case in this
morning’s Bible reading. The rab-
_bas took dry, uneventful engineer-
ing instructions and they wove
them into a tapestry of religious

.demme. The symbolism of the

the tem curtains, and the
worm were their mstruments.
myinﬂicatemusthat sincerity,
mutual responsibility, and peace

" in our houses of worship is what

the contemporary synagogue
needs Without these qualities our

will crumble, but with
them they will rise to great relig-
ious heights. They will become
spiritual skyscrapers. Sl

@he Jenrish World

UNITED JEWISH APPEAL DISSOLVED;
J. D. C. AND U. P. A. WILL CONDUCT SEPARATE CAMPAIGNS

NEW YORK (JTA)—The Joint Distribution Committee and United
Palestine Appeal have decided to conduct independent fund raising campaigns
in 1945. Their decision marks the end of the United Jewish Appeal which
has functioned since 1938 as a joint fund raising body.

The separation came as a result of a disagreement between the U. J. A.
and the J. D. C. with regard to the proportion of funds each of the agencies
should receive from the joint campaign. A proposal to continue the U. J, A.
was. offered by a special mediation committee of the Council of the Federa-
tion for Welfare Funds but it was reported that the U. P. A, rejected this

proposal.
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The Sahbath Pulypit
In this column the Temple Bul-
letin presents a series of Sabbath
sermon outlines. This sequence
of summaries, based upon the in-
terpretation of the weekly Scrip-
tural portion, will provide our
readers with a series of Biblical
lessons throughout the season.

SACRIFICES TODAY
Leviticus I
Children’s Service, March 17,
1945
There are still millions of peo-
ple who read the Bible from be-
ginning to end regularly. Many
others wonder how they can do it,
particularly
. and measih

Bible. the Bouk "deals chiefly
mth a dull-ﬂm#iﬁdhbject of the

people
brought to Bﬁ*ﬁ ‘on the altar
in the tabernacle and later in the
temple. These detailed descrip-
tions of the sacrifices seem like
dull reading until we go beneath
the surface of the mere words.
Sacrifice means a voluntary gift
of that which is valuable to us,
brought to the noblest place for the
noblest cause which we can find,
Surely that has a special meaning
today.

I. MILITARY SACRIFICE.
It was announced yesterday that
4180 Marines lost their lives in
the battle for Iwo in three weeks
of campaign. In those same three
 weeks thousandsi of old people

died in America, tthousands of peo-
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letin presents a series of Sabbath




hwsmthaihtemlmmtpmuum
have no place ini our present so-
ciety, but for

E‘f%

dq»th he posmsaﬂ hmgmaﬁm.
In his composition “Kuzari,” the
Chazarite, he presented his own
:daasmsacnﬁcemthiomofa
dialogue between a rabbi and a
king. In one of these dialogues
Halev:tellsnst]:atﬂ:ehnghad
a series of dreams. In these

angelofthelmdtenshmwi!y
his dreams are nightmares. He
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says to him, “Your intentions are
acceptable to God, but not your
practice.” This thought transposed
into modern life impresses us with
the fact that purity of heart and
good intentions are not enough in
religion. Man cannot rely upon
his conscience alone. He cannot
do so because frequently his con-
science is not operative until after
an evil act is committed. We feel
sorry after we become angry, not
before. We repent after we sin,
not before. To Judah Halevi,
therefore, religious observance
must be a partner of knowledge.
II. MOSES MAIMONIDES—
Sacrifice As Immaturity. Moses
Maimonides, Judaism’s first phil-
osopher, was also interested in

adjustmg the sacrificial laws to a-
new religious economy. ‘Qms, ‘he
concluded that sacnﬁa} was a
sign of immaturity. .'I‘te'sbl of
a nation’s maturity, therefore, is

its ability to pray as a nation.
If we use this criterion then Ger-

many is still a child. It needs

the sacrifice of war to satisfy its

child’s mind. Once we are alerted

to this fact, then we can visualize
that the military defeat of Ger-
many is only a wedge. Neither
is the beating of Germany’s swords
into plowshares, as some people
have advocated, the solution for
world peace. It is not the solu-
tion because plowshares can
always be beaten back again to
swords, pruning hooks can be
forged into spears, and men can
learn the art of war once more.
The German people must learn
to pray as a nation. The military
uniform must be exchanged for
sackcloth and ashes. The haughty
goosestep must be replaced by
the bended knee. Mass war must
be turned into mass prayer. Total
war must become total peace.

III. ABRAHAM IBN EZRA
—Sacrifice As A Psychological Re~
lease. Abraham Ibn Ezra con-
cluded that when a man sins he
must forfeit his life to God. The
sacrificial cult, however, makes
the provision that if the guilty
person substitutes a faultless vic-
tim, like an animal, to whom the
guilt may be transferred, then
that man is absolved from his sin.
In Christianity this process is
known as vicarious atonement.
While vicarious atonement is no
longer doctrnn!. in Judaism, in its
prayer form it is still a part of our
liturgy. ‘'The atonement prayers
are suh;ﬁhlh’ds for animal offer-
ings but they are also a psycho-
logical release. They are a con-
trolled canfm!onal. Atonement
leayes an individual with a pure
ieding.

Ibn Ezva gave sacrifice a psy-

. cho]ogml interpretation.  Sacri-

fice to Ibn Ezra relieved the pres-
sure of sin. It removed the fear
of ‘eternal punishment.

Today, the Saturday preceding
Passover, is known in Jewish tra-
dition as the Great Sabbath. This
Sabbath heralds the beginning of
our Passover holiday, the holiday
which is known to us Jews as
“The Season of Our Liberation.”
Perhaps in the near future the
whole world will celebrate a sea-
son of liberation. Judah Halevi,
Moses Maimonides, and Abraham
Ibn Ezra were not concerned with
a war torn world when they pre-
sented their ideas on sacrifice, but
they too were interested in free-
dom. All three philosophies com-




. |
bined can guide the world to a the pain and guilt of sin {Brough
permanent season of liberation. atonement. Then, and only then,
The good intentions of world can God hear our prayer, “Grant
wide peace can only become a us peace, thy most precious gift,
reality when physical sacrifice be- 0 Thou eternal source of peace.”
comes prayer and man can forget F.. S, E

@he Jewish World
N. Y. UNIVERSITY ELIMINATES QUESTIONS REGARDING
RELIGION FROM APPLICATIONS FOR ADMISSSION
NEW YORK (JTA)— Supreme Court Justice Meier Steinbrink, chair-
man of the Board of Directors of the Eastern Region of the Anti-Defama-
tion League, recently made public an exchange of letters between Chancel-
lor Harry Woodburn Chase of New York University and himself. In this
correspondence Chancellor Chase ideclared that all questions regarding
religion and nationality would henceforth be eliminated from applications
for admission to«New York University.
i ",ﬂg&u&-Defamauon League

These letters grew out of a denunciation
i ‘Har _';:lkE,’Bamr secretary of the

to New 7 urging reduction
. m:sandjﬁk‘i = jers of the faculty at the

College of Denhsu;y‘ 'k Universi
In the letter made public today. m&m stated that questions

on application blanks regarding natima;ﬂy and religion “will no longer be
asked as part of the application procedure. A separate card, only for
religious data, will be provided wﬁu:b ﬂq;m*nt may fill out after he h:s
been admitted. This represents on our part no change in our policy, which
has always been one of non-discrimination in matters of race and religion,
but simply the omission of request; for data which might lead some to
wrong conclusions regarding our paln:y 2

ARAB-JEWISH QUESTION DISCUSSED WITH ARAB RULER,

ROOSEVELT REPORTS ‘IO CONGRESS

WASHINGTON (JTA)—-Pm:dent Roosevelt, reporting to a joint ses-
sion of Congress on the “Big Three” conference in the Crimea, revealed that
he has discussed the Arab-Jewish question during his talk in Egypt with
King Ibn Saud, ruler of Saudi Arabia.

The President made no specific reference to Palestine in his address,
but he deviated from the prepared text, when discussing his meeting with the
ruler of Saudi Arabia, to state: “For instance, on the problems of Arabia—
I learned more about the whole problem, the Moslems—the Jewish problem
—by talking with Ibn Saud for five minutes than I could have learned in
the exchange of two or three dozen letters.”

The president declared that his conversations with the kings of Saudi
Arabia and of Egypt “had to do with matters of common interest, They
will be of great mutual advantage because they gave us an opportunity of
meeting and talking face to face and of exchanging views in personal con-
versation instead of formal correspondence.”

The President emphasized that Nazi war criminals will be severely

5
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Che Sabbath Pulpit

In this column the Temple Bul-
letin presents a series of Sabbath
sermon outlines. This sequence
of summaries, based upon the in-
terpretation of the weekly Scrip-
tural portion, will provide our
readers with a series of Biblical
lessons throughout the season.

THE PASSOVER IN
SPRINGTIME
First Day of Passover
March 29, 1945
A great work of art, as for ex-
ample a novel, speaks to the mind
and also appeals to the heart,
that is, it not only proclaims a
message but also creates a mood.
So it is with a great festival
such as Passover. It has both a
message and a mood. Its mes-

sage is well-known, namely, that

of liberty. Its mood can be under-
stood from the fact that almest
invariably when the Bible speaks

of the laws of Passover, it men-
tions the fact that the children

of Israel were liberated in the
springtime. By analyzing our own
emotions at this time of the year,
we may be able to understand the
mood which irradiates the mes-
sage of Passover.

I. LIFE RESUMES. Nature
provides that we rest by means
of almost complete unconscious-
ness, namely sleep. It is as if we
must have a foretaste of death
before we can resume life. This
applies to a great part of growing
nature. We say that the trees are
asleep in winter. They are to
all outward appearances dead.
Then suddenly, in the springtime,
like a man awakening in the bright
morning, the trees come to re-
birth. The people Israel in Eu-
rope has really been brought to
the very verge of communal death.

It cannot believe that it will live

_ again. Yet these weeks when

spring returns to Europe and
adds its mood to the message of
liberation brought by the Allied
armies, the faith in their own liv-
ing must somehow return to the
fragments of Israel and they will
repeat the verse in their hearts:
“I shall not die but live.”

II. WOUNDS HEAL. This
has been a bitter winter. All
around us bushes have been bent
to the ground by the weight of
snow. Trees have been wounded
by the breaking of their branches.
These wounds look as if they
would never be healed. Now
spring comes, the bushes straight-
en out, the scars on the trees heal
and leaves cover the wounds. A
favorite simile of Scripture is that

man is “like a tree.” We are in-

deed broken and wounded by life
and in the winter of our sorrows
we feel that we can never find
healing. But at this time of the
vear we feel the magic of God’s

influence in nature and His word:

“I shall heal them.”

III, BEAUTY IS BORN. Art-
ists paint winter scenes, for win-
ter can be beautiful; but when-
ever we see a winter
we know that its beauty is tran-
sient: The pure white of the
snow becomes ugly in a day or
two. The beauty of springtime
is different, it is a beauty being
born and destined to grow. It is
beauty with a future. We have
seen how ugly the world is “in the
winter of our discontent.” We
have seen the ugliness of human
cruelty, of bitter and cynical pre-
judice. We could hardly believe
in human decency and comrade-
ship, but now in the springtime,
when joy fills our hearts, our faith
in the beauty of human brother-
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hood, even though it is yet far

from flowering, revives in our

heart. We begin to appreciate
the verse: “How beautiful it is
when brethren dwell in comrade-
Ship.”

The message of Passover is clear
and its mood also is not too vague.
Its message of liberty is taught
by history. Its mood is taught
by nature. This Passover, more
than any Passover in the last ten

years, we see life reborn for Israel,
we can believe that our wounds
of sorrow can be healed, and in
the world around us the beauty
of comradeship can come to blos-
som. The mood of Passover is
in the Song of Songs: “Behold
the winter is past, the trees give
forth their leaves and the song
of the birds is heard in our land.”

SNB. F.

Thye Fewish World
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JERUSALEM, (JTA)—The first transmission of te]egmms in Hebrew
between Jerusalem and Tel Aviv occured when Hebrew teleprinters devised
by the staff of the Postmaster General’s office were placed in operation.
The first telegram was sent by the Postmasber General to Mayor Israel
Rokach of Tel Aviv.

‘EmePahnneGomkphnnmgtoacqmeapomﬁxltrans-
mitter from the army to enable it to beam Hebrew broadcasts to liberated
sections of Europe, it was disclosed at a press conference by Acting Chief
Secretary Scott.

40,000 JEWISH SOLDIERS OF ALLIED ARMIES OBSERVE PASSOVER
IN ITALY: LARGE SERVICE IN ROME

ROME, (JTA)—At least 40,000 Allied Jewish troops in Italy—in-
cluding the Jewish Brigade of the British Eighth Army—celebrated Pass-
over at front-line services and at the American Army rest center in Rome.
Throughout the Mediterranean area, commanding officers were instructed
to allow Jewish soldiers time off and provide transportation to the nearest
Passover services, if they could not be spared for any length of time, or to
go to Rome if possible.

Special planes brought Jewish troops here from every sector of the
Italian front to participate in the united Allied services. Bearded infantry-
men, mud-spattered artillerymen, medical corpsmen and flyers filled the
American rest center’s largest hall. The traditional “four questions” were
asked by 18-year-old Pvt. Ray Fox, who is training for the mfant.ry at a
replacement depot. Captain Jacob Hochman, Jewish chaplain who con-
ducted the services, replied in accordance with 'the ancient ritual.
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