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There appeared in the year 1918 in "!ar-

torn ue9~my a volume l>y a 19l.1 '0 com,{>B r a­

ti vely unko''ID. student ond teacher r.hich stands 

today as a 1.eadinp' cha:LleIll'<e in our intellectua 

life . .l.t Jis mere coinc:id.nce that this ponder­

ous end oisturbing phil.osoph" of history shoulO 

have been publishec in a year "'moh seemed to 

offer one of the stroneest evicences in support 

of the theory therein l'resenteo . OS\'lalo Spe""le 

"lecline of the \/est ll Eltands at the crisis of 

pn a~e and possibly at the conclusion of an 

epoch in history - the thesis it proposes 

strikes baldily , whethEr in 1918 or in 1941 , 

at the deepest roots 011' our most chersihea 

ideals - it fairly orielS 1'or an ensl."er. 

Abne~atinF one of th~ most ~uncamentel 

tenets of "uoaism and .~l eeli~ion, the belief 

that life has neanin~ and purpose , has that 

aim end spiritual eirection which is sun~ed up 

in the tem ~\" , - denyin" all this , 

~engler says that the~~ is no nro~ress - that 

each vu~ture lives ana dies in i.solated cir-

cumstance . fl.'elk of transmission of values 



from one civilisation to another is unsound : 

~ypt lived an~ alec , as dia the Mexican cul­

ture , as a id the Orien'tal Ine ian, as does the 

'~e stern , with no connection , no interpenetration 

no osmosis . .\~hat a va:3t end sweeping destructio 

of existin~ conceptiOD:3 of history is this ! 

hnat a breath- tBkinR aenial of all other theorie~ 

of history, which may admit of retrogressions 

and stagnancies in but "hieh ell hola 

that the airection is 'Upward and forwara . 

'l'here are two sides to the .:rpenplerian 

philosophY - one is ga'neral; the iaea of a 

"morphology of world Mstory" ; the other is 

.~e,Me speci:flc , the, ecline o:f the West . 

'l'he :former is theory ; 'the latter is prophecy. 

whet is meant by this morpholo~? Cruaely , 

the idea might be inte:rpreted es "History ever 

repeats itself" . but illstead of the r !lpetitions 
1N-. If ,... -r .... +t..~ 

ever aoding up to anyt:hing, he a.enies tt>et . ' 

Instead of viewing his'liroy as a line which runs 

along , can be d1 vided into vanous perioes 

such as ancient , medie'vel ana modern, has 

certain brakes in the :past ana certain treDes 
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in the future 'which may be speculateo upon -

instead of this linear concept , ~pengler sees 

a circular or cyclical design , a "number of 

mighty vultures , each sprineinr: ',lith primitive 

strength from the soil of B mother- re ion 

to which it remains firmly bound throughout 

its \'.'hole life-cycle; each stamping its material 

its mankind , in its ow.n image; each having its 

ovm idea , its own passions , its own life , v..rill 

and feeling ; its own death ••••• • .lech Culture 

has its 0'WIl new pos~ilities of self - expansion 

which arise , ripen , oe cey, and never return ••••• 

'i'hese (;ultures greY! wl:th the same superb aim­

lessness as the flower.s of the fiela . " 

Vii thout gainR intlJ any further minut e 

analysis of SpengleriaJ:l doctrine , ".;e c an see 

all its implications iln the above sentences . 

He displaces the conceptions of unity and con­

tinuity , substitutine; the facts of separateness 

and diversity • .tie is saying quite clearly that 

manKind as such has no meaninR except in re­

lation to a particular time anc area ; there is 

no uni versal 'i-ti.lI~'4;a truth. '.1.'here is , for 
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example, no one art of paintin~; in each 

li-Ulture art is something quite different, and 

between the art and music of one vulture there 

is far greater similarity than between the art 

of one liulture Bnd the. art of another vulture 

immediately prececinv, or following. 

There are four points on which this irnm"'!nse 

theory is besed - Reason, ~ociety, Life, and 

World. he nllhts in the sense that he 

sees it as the sign of ~turity and decay. Like 

Nie1>sche aDd J:lerllson he "uta ell his trust in 

intuition 

form, 'and :feeling, as 

ality. Heason is aeath 

talks about soul, 

einst systematic ration-

he fights Society in the sense that he 

ignores all its demands of hope, growth and 

survivel. He r~fuses to take into account the 

desires and aspirations of men but subjects them 

811 to his inmutsble laVi of "lOrld-history. "B 

not only 5~urn9 the doctrine of progress, but 
existence of 

even denies the.possibili ty • lie worships the 

free, untutored instincts of Man fer ebove the 

principles of ordered, ~e~ulated com~unal livin~. 
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He fights Life in the "ense that he llI!lkes 

ot a creative, strug~11ng world e purely help­

les9 mechanism, without reason or purpose. 

~lthough he hates the meohanical and prefers 

the deep, creative spirit, his world is exactly 

",hat he despises - fOr sillce no cultural herite 

can be tranem1tted fro m one cycle to another, " 

snd sillc8 each "ulture besAlis again at the be­

!"innino; with a "sppe:r'~ a1a1e.,slIB ... ", the whole 

process keep .. repeat 'r« itself like e blind 

machine, and not one ~8~ of his beloved 

spirit or freedCII Mlt'r: into life' sect! vities. 

Lastly, he fight r.orld or Universe in 

the sense that he ruI s out any absolutes or 

enduring truths. ~ife to him is a strean of 

discontinuous events, there is no accumulation 

or preservation of mel3nlngs - it has no profi t-

ehle past or intellig:lble future. JSverythinp; 

is relative to its pe:l"ticular moment and cir-

ctunetance. 

'l'he fallacies in .:lpe~ler ere tra.cr1c .. In 

his blunt "enial of R"ason, he implies that 

man can learn about the world by merely living, 
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feeU"", and relying 011 intui tion. '~rue , s 

men mBY unconsciously feel the relation of his 

experiences to the mrld , but in oroer to eval­

uate them he must use his intelligence Rna 

hence "is intellect. Ilere experience is a 

chaos of sensations - to be clarified and made 

useful man' s reaction~3 and. impressions must 

be subiecteo to reaaotl and refleotion. 

hgSiD, he loses oh wieght by ai.re~aroin~ 

some funaamentale of lDUoBn belief. he i. 

!.:el>histophel1an Ud d~.8bol1081 in his complete 

pe1"Version¢' of "'8D' 8 fforts BIld strup,~les to 

reach a higher al. .n his theory ~.n is 

creative ana the soul is the genesis of all 

thino:s, but each cre8~iive effort is one step 

closer, not toward fuJ.tillinp: man t s aestiny 

but tOWBrd destropn .. it . "hat is, since the 

cycle of • particular vulture is predestinea 

end automatic, each nEtW invention or each new 

work of art is merely enothe~ step toward the 

deeth of the (;ulture _. ;ince it is e step a"IBl/' 

from the primitive soul which ".ve rise to the 

"ulture in its' ttempt. to e.-coress itself out 
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of the chaos , and a ate,'" towprcl the Qp.Qadent 

intellect . Life has"lJi1'6ctlon " . but it 1s 

direction turned back1"1!Lrds - each great creat! va 

aot is a ste~ towaril a.'ath: a Culture asserts 

itself only to aestroy itself , 

This is the deepl,· tra",ic, anti-human 

oonception of Os' ala Spetl'!ler - the summation 

of the view propOUD.Q1ICi b~ "ie'bsche of 8 lSUrOpean 

nihilism (tor S)leD.@'leT .l!8l"s that ouir',iestern 

Vulture is no-,' muraerir.g itself b,. its super­

intellectual rattoD8l1t~, lIDO' thh is the 

specific part of his tory) - the theor,. vrhose 

neoessarv conclusion 1 8 reauctio ad ebsurcum, 

namely , that since eve cr aaea reaches tov:ard 

death ana every set or ~rogre8s 1s a move into 

oec~ , thon the more you do , the quicker you 

become undone - hence , uO Nothing. 

In the ,vcrld toray', this philosoph,. is 

very ajlnealinl't , "'en are only too vlilUn., to rind 

e rationale ror their ever- Ilrowin", <1isUlusion 

end aespair, It is enticinl't ana temptiDP, to be 

able to equate one's pe~sonal life with this 

broad view of history, for it obviates the 
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necessity of beint?; lae~alistic or striv1n~ or 

in any way attempting to interfere "lith the 

"'1'1<11185 of destiny . JJut this is a false 

Messiah who speaks . .oi 5 is neRsti ve ana uestruc­

tive - perverse anll bI,ina ! His is a philosophy 

of pessimism . 

"uoaism ls a re igion is funoamentally 

outimistie . One of tbe most significant siue­

lillhts -hieb illumines this conclusion is a 
piece of ~d8h told of s 
uisoussion between the .ehoo~ of aillel ann 

ohammei, the two ~e8t rh8rasslc scholars in 

the time of uer.od , on he value 01 lile , in 

vdlich it ves agreen b both that , abstractly 

speaking, it ~uld he been bette~ for ~an 

not to have been born at all, 1>~AJ'irh;J . . ,~ : -
/t.~~~~ )~/' A1~.! (~' , but since he '.';'ElS born, . 
I'f!~~ e~~~;! I'~:!~~ '!!'I!, that Is , he s~oulu 

refleot on the past, examine the possibilities 

of the fUture , end thus strive after morel 

peri aotion. TIle very essenoe of life is atr! vinl' 

yet .:>pellFler seys that strtvinp; must by definiti 

bril1~ death. ..Mob ettitude may be temeo by 

fer the nore healthy e:no inviporatin,,', 
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tiohopenhauer aocusea the d e':!s of a "damnable 

optimism' ana his irr1t·et1on 118 uncerstancable -

for to the prophet of c.oom th·ere is nothing so 

obstreporous BS the COILtinual refusal of a group 

harried. ano hounoed ao'MlD. the >r)enturies to submit 

to whet woula seem to 'be one of the naturel laws , 

the survival of the fittest· • There is no logi -

cal reason why the ~e' should have survived • 

.. hat we have to offer in the lnatter of en analy­

sis is the funaamental thesis of all reIgions 

ana the particular hpr1<ta"e of the. ewish faith -

that life has direction. , I(oal and purpose -

there is a spiritual <l1rection, and that gravity 

ana depth is what o:ive the soul its function -

in contradistinction to the anarchical out pour-

i~s of the untrrua~eled ~penelerien soul . ~eatb 

is, as the Germans sB~l "voll-endWlg", completion, 

)~~ -! f'~~ , ana hence is poeitive and sig­

nificant; while life is imbuea ~~th the elevatinp, 

eeo:er aspect of "ivinity <.tse:lf - the 

"mice enables man to fight firmly ane -uraly 

for hi 5 eventuel betterment . 
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Else wily fight at all" The honestly con­

f'use~ end perplexeCl cTl" out toea,. f"or 8 re- sf'1'ir­

mation of faith - they esk tc be shown that the 

bl oOd and sweet ana tee,rs have in sone measure 

a valiaity - that the Eltrivinl' is not unavailing. 

ouch is the iaealistic socialist .:ho I!lBY SU<1denly 

ntop end ask himself whether all his effort may 

not be even worse than vanity. sinoe Spenplerism 

lor in other terms. pes.s1man and aefeatiSl!l1 

190ul d hold that th .. 1101"8 perfectl ,. he attempts 

to shepe sooiety. that muoh more rapidly will 

the particnlar society ap~roaoh its dissolution . 

or such is the C8se of" the ordinary humen , for 

whom the matter resolv B itsel f simoly in the 

question - I s there some point to my ewistence? 

or Bl!l I to remain on the ~ eriphery of life . 

permitting the catccJysmic episooes to ~ether 

their mOI:lentum and carry me where they wil!"! 

I do not say that man is the master of his 

fate . but i refuse equally to aarlit that his 

relation tc his oestiny is one of infirm f,"""n .... 
im!,otence . ·"his brings up the weole question of 

predestination, which we can e ..,..am1ne but cur-



eori l.y , • ewish doctrine .... SUIIlI!lea up b" Rabbi 

Chanine in the 1st century - P!~~' '~';> f?i.> 

,!~~ .;.~. ?~" f.'h , ::::verything is in the 

hands of heaven, except the feer of Heaven." 

The fear of Heaven is that ethical freedom, th£t 

element of morel choice which leaves to Man, in 

.pite of the preaete~~tion of hi. meterial 

circumstanoes, the sbl~ ty to make of hi. life 

.omething 81gni~lo8nt 8 n rru1tr~ both for him­

.elf ana for the world. 

'l"here were f!'lsn.v nts of view on thi s 

subject, end aooordln~ to uosephus, the ~r1sees, 

~educees, and ~ssenes re ~ivider on the ~tter. 

~he Pharisees hele that not all thinp.s Bre 

divinely predestines, but that some are depencent 

on the will of man; the ~aducees denied any 

interference by uod in human affairs; while the 

.iSSsenes escribed evrtyhhing to oi vine predest ina­

tion, In this controversy the reel point et issue 

v~s the question of d'vine providence, In denying 

the existence of this providence, the tiaducees 

hela that all the natur.al phenomena are due to 

chance; while the ""ssen'BS in attributing every-
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thing to the \'1111 of Goa, exegerrated the 

conception of alvine providence , and denied. 

to man any intileti ve . The Phf\r1sees adopted 

a middle viev' , declaring that man is subject 

to predestinetion in his materiel life but 

is completely free in hi:;; spirituel ~ife • . p'''''. #J',* 'f/h .6 .... , 'l ';a b{) 
'''hus predestinati.on is admitted - the 

fact that the fate end. destiny of I!1all are 

beyond his finite f a I to control, that forces 

hUP'B and basic are SWEteplng him a1onp: to some 

prearra~ed ~el end .dt h some aefinite pur-

pose - ret those f orcErs are not death end that 

",oal is not decay - ""ld most importent of all , 

there is e certain frel~ \':i l l operetl Va in the 

worl d which malees it :l1!merati ve that man Va 

Something ana not £Q..lfothing . 

~o , my frlenos , in answer to ;:spengler ' s 

essential ly steri l e cc,nception of human pro­

gress and development there stanes forth the 

fertile avowal of J ewi sh optimism - the 

rim>;ing , far- sighted t'elief in the effective 
ki; 

'.10 supnlan.t IS Vrofound aistrust • 

of any uni versel trutb, ""' of' er a profound 
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trust in the unabridl<Eld totali t,. of man end 

God - to re'Plaoe e superfioial hopelessness, 

we offer a deep sense of confidenoe in man's 

ab'lities to overcome the insupereble obsta.les 

end realize his Dotent.ialities - to "eny a 

philosoph,. of nel'ati VEl pessimism, "'" offer a 

religion of positive l' timism. '£he great 

Berman poet "Oethe formulated the answer with 

all his clenr logic srd bA~utirul poetry at 

the end ot -Faust", ''1t.en R sust is reaeuec from 

rej>histopheles tt.e de~"11 and received in Heaven, 

end the chorus ot sel is ano e~B~e enpels pro­

claims: 
Alles er~~ltche 
1st nu~ ain Gleichniss ; 
USB UnzulsDPliche, 
.nler 'l;'lfrd's Erei,;z:ness; 
uas Unbeschreibliche, 
nier 1st's Reten ; 
uas El'lig-Weibliche 
Z,ieht una hinan. 
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In th~ first chapter pf Eccles1a~tes we 

find a verse which, if used properly can serve 

as an illuminatin~key to human history. The 

writer Koheleth tell. us 

"there 13 no new thin,!; under the sun". History, 

we are told, repeats :itself, and from the mis­

takes and waverings 0 f the past we Mould take 

courage and w1allOJa to:r tAe bUilding of our 

better world. 

It is befitting tOflipt tAat we should re-

examine our ancient ~ anukah story to see the 

deeper meaning waich . a to be found therein. 

Most of us knovr the !tory an it is taught to the 

children in the relig::lous schools: The Jews 

were .a small people, dwelling between the great 

powers of Syria .and Ej;ypt which dVJarfed them on 

either side. In the :1nd century BCE, there calle 

to the throne of Syri:, that denented tyrant 

Antiochus Epiphanes ~ld he agai" overran the 

lit tle land, which had never fully recovered. 

from the shock of the BabJi ~nian inv.siaL ~our 

centuries previoun. 

Conque1'ing Jerusal,~ro in a bloody war, .e 
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set up the usual machj~ery of .iii. despot, whereby 

the people became mere! politic.l sl:.ves and the 

burden of crushing ta.J~es kept them in econoctic 

serfdo~. But in order to break the mor~e of 

these stubborn Jews, to humiliate and decrade 

them to the depths of their souls, he decreed 

that the Jewish reliz:l.on was to be outlawed and 

replaced by tAe Vlorsi1.l p of the Greek ,od Zeus . 

D1s) lay1n& the most cU.abol1cal fiend1shness, 

he bUilt a statue ofZi,ua in the ~'~hi' ~I\i' , 

the Holy of Ho11es, ~ld allowed p1,s to run free 

throuthout the entire Temple. 

The ep1sode of noble Iiannlih 1s here told -

of Hannah who allowed her seven sturdy sons to 

be maimed and killed 'before her eyes , rather 

than ur,e them to acc"pt the pqan ,od. And 

finally we are told oj~ the m~f1cent deed of 

the old man loIatt",th1all in the villqe of Modin , 

where he murdered a fl!!!llow-Jew who had ~ODe 

forward to kneel at tllle alt_r of Zeus wh1ch had 

been set up 1n the maJ,ket - place. The sons of 

Mattath1as, later knovm as the ~accabee5 , then 

fled to the hills with their father , and or,om-
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ized a band of cuer111a fl"hters whose ranks 

jtradually swelled unt:ll they were finally .ble 

to beat the Greeks and recapture Jerusalem. 

Then what a wealth of celebration and joy­

ousness abounded in th.e land! Judas had the 

Temple cleaned of the ilth of the swine, tore 

down the idol and held. a ser ,ice of rededication. 

But to tlleir dismay there could only be found 

a very small vial of ("onsecrated oil for the 

~'~l'\ "), '.J, the Eternal Lipt, an amount insuffiaie! 

for more than :i. day. A miracle then occured, we 

are told, and ·this oil lasted for eij:ht days 

until the Levites co~li prepare a fresh supply. 

This is the story ,.s it is told in its 

simplest form, but th~Ls only be,,1ns to scratch 

the surface. If Judas ~accabee were able to 

look back at the events in which he participated 

50 vi,"oIDusly, he wawLd hold his breath in awe 

at the maGnitude of the 5tr~l>le, for _ we 

know now that he wu J.n the middle of a life­

and-death fi~t betweem two ~reat WeI ta.nschauungs 

b.tween two philosophtes of life, two world­

cultures, each of whic:h was desperately ea:-er 

to crush the other ancl spread its own influence . 
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The real .ignificance of the Chanukah .tory 

is 'thi:!l battle betwee:n Hellenism and Judai5m. 

What do these terms me«n, exactly?Hellenism 

is a Greek word and means - a Greek way of life . 

When people ask us what we meorn by Americomism , 

Vie immediately have 1:n our mind I s-eye a set 

of concepts - democracy, football, individual 

freedom, coca- colas, and so forth . Thus it 

i. with Hellenism that several aspect. s~ge.t 

themselves . To becin with , Hellenism was poly­

theistic - ther e was a whole mountainful of 

gods who acted like men , had human failings and 

passions, and were no't all- powerful but eve:n 

quarrelled amon, themselves . Consequently , the 

Hellenes of Gr eeks we:re very cynical about their 

cods , and this is a m,arked feature of their 

culture . They prayed to theee gods , but in a 

rather patronis1nc m~~er , as if not entirely 

sure that their Deiti"s could ever do them any 

good. There was no de',p- .eated faith in the 

relationship , but ratber .. f'eel~ of sensu,al 

enjoyment and duty. 

Naturally, where tla.ere is little awe or fear 
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of the ~Od5, "there develops a sort of abandon-

ment, .a moral laxity, and one of the manifesta-

tions of this in the j.llenj.stic eti~ civili-

zation was the philosophy of lledonism, Vihich 

taupt that it was wclrthwh;.le to seek pleasure 

purely for i'ts own sake. There was in Hellenism 

a franker and fuller ',xploHat1on of all physical 

instincts and. the abSt!:Dce of many t.boos and 

forms of ascetlci5ID. tllat existed if.Dlon~ non-Seek 

peoples. The actual norship of one of the lIeek 

iods, Dionysius, was ilccompanied by all sorts of 

or~iastic excesses, ftllly as unrestr~ined as 

some of the fertility practices of the primitive 

Canaani'tes. There wa:! also room in Hellenism 

for an elaborate development of the ""rts -

~teri particularly music, poetry, da.ncinjt, 

paintin~ and sculptur". These in their early 

form were simple expr(~SSiOn5 of Beauty - but 
? 

as time went on and l!11enism de~eriezated in the 

3rd and 2nd centuries BRE, abstract Beauty 

became personified anCl was itself worAhipped as 

the true and only God. 

Finally, Hellenism was ~lri5tocratic. Plato, 
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in his "Republic" , dencribes a state wherein 

the c1 tl .. ens must h .. v«!~ certain qualifications 

and only tho.e Clen with the hi,hest talents can 

meet the tests . In .. c:tual practice , this was 

the case in Athens ancl £p ... rta , where there were 

but a few thousand "cj.tizens" who did no work , 

simply occupyin& tnemllelves with pllilosophy . 

'tAe arts , and stat eamnnuip ; wA11e there were 

(!Scores of tnousana.e o:e hel ots or slaves at the 

bottom of the pyramid witll no richt •• t all and 

but 'the barest means nt subsistence . To be a 

citizen was ta dc! a H.~rrenmen5ch . __ member of 

the ruling caste. 

How then may we SWl~ up the cul. ture knwwn as 

Hel. enism? It was cynical , debased, and 

fai l hles5 - i.t Offered notbin:- in the way of 

a spiritual appea4. . but was coldly intellectual 

in it. philosophy and over- heatedly emotional 

in It. art. - its relJ.,iou" teachinG did not form 

a vital element in thn life of man , but was 

soulle.s - offerin, eJ.ther ar. intellectual 
1 

diversion or a way OUl, for people we;uy of the 

world. As Normom Benl~wJ.ch put it in his essay 
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on ~he subject : "Hellenism degenerated into 

an alto~ether mongrel ~rowth of sensu.lity 

and rationalism." 

And now, turning to ;udasL t or Hebraism, 

we find an altogether dif.ferent picture. The 

Hebrews felt tow;..xd t:heir one ~od what the Beeks 

were unable to ::;umr:·on up for their many ~od.s -

Yahweh was a ~od of ~ower and gf hate, but he 

' .... as also a cod of ,entieness and love. And 

when the old Jew dra •• ~ut tae word ECli0D in 

a triumphant snout, ae feels at that instant 

a spark of kinship wi th his rod Wi ich the Greek 

never felt . Thus tn. pleasures of which. man 

partook were not enjoyed for themselves alone , 

but were reliahed .nd 5&vored in conjunction 

with theSiechinab, the Divine Presence . ~ne Je~s 

were not to be .. see tile - on the contrary, they 

were to er:joy i;h ~ pleasures of life, but this 

enjoyment must be dlrected to GOd, who was the 

creator of the c-!:¥~ v:ine , for example , and w .. s 

to be moderate and restrained, not like tAo Beek . 

A cardin.! fe~ture of ;udaism ap~e&rs in the 

COl'lcept of the ~~O )JI< , the world to come, 
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wherein there ~. a to, and a 11~~h, • judgment 

and .ccauntinc , a b&lanci~, of the led~er . There 

.as been m~ch contemplation of this expression, 

the world to come - ,,_lui the sever.l theories 

were a.iscussed uy MaiDlDonides in a cOlllL.entary 

on the MishnOAh Sanhed.rin, it being variously 

suggested that the te.rm refers to Messianic days , 

or the time after the Uessianic era, or yerhap~ 

the spiritual hereafter . "at.ver its technical 

interpret~t~JL, ~he ~~portant thine f~r us is 

that there was sucll .. cULcept: o:peratin" in 

Z"udaism a 5 a ref~e o ,r i..ops and a stintl.llus t.o 

gOOd. conduct . 

And this brings us to the final and in some 

ways most important plank in the Judaic platform, 

the pure democratic spirit as expressed by the 

great prophets . Every man , no matter how crand 

or how humble , could ;ichieve the 

through the pracU.ce "f J; '~IG »'11" , Good deeis . 

The thundrous voices "f Ezekiel and Jeremiah 

roared out in tke cowrts of t~e Temple , eryine 

for social justice and equality. Every man 

could be a god, both :en !tis own sight and in the 
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Si&ht of the Lord if be but treated his fellow­

man with real democratic lovee 

These two philosop}lies, Hellenism and Judaism, 

stood face to face for many centuries, until 

finally one withered "hile 'the other became a 

wide-spread world- reljLc1on . True , the forms of 

tilese two were more d<~~raded when the issue was 

finally joined betweell them, for it was the 

voluptuous , decadent UOJN,D civilization which 

fell before tile .tr.~~th and vi&or at early 

Christianity - out th" ar=ent is still valid, 

since Roman culture took its example from the 

Hellenistic, ""d IIris1'ianity spran& from Judaism. 

Let us seek to dettlrmine what stran&e life­

force burned in ~:ae Judaic tradition to cause 

men to turn from tl:le I!~asier , more luxuriOUS 

pa&an life to this au"tere simple faith . The 

ans.er Ithink is that man is basically a cood 

animal who is strivinl: toward a better coal , 

and he found a promis" of tilli &00.1 in Judasim 

and its da~hter re11.;1on, whereas .Hellenism 

tad failed to provide for his spiritual s~lvation 

He found a promise of this ,o~l in the philo-
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sophy of Judaism whiclL offered each mlilil the 

opportunity of spiritual self-expression and 

self-development . In paganism, the emphasis 

had been on the state, OD the theatre , on the 

army , or 'l!hatever elst~t but never on the man 

in Judaism the emplaasjLs had been all on the 

individual, his relat:lon to Oad and to hi. 

fellow-man , almost Do1-11inc elae. Taere were no 

lars;e ~roup movements in J.w1sk life. Each 

person was ennobled .n,d ticn1f1ed - each indiv­

idual could feel that for him had the world been 

cre~ted. This was tan doctrine of the prophets 

which held forth the principle of brotherly 

love and e~uality. 

The world today i. seeing the same struggle 

~:-a1n between pa&::illlisro and the Judaic 'trad i ti ran, 

only this time the other side seems t a be winni 

the black Side, the s:lde that men rejected 2000 

years ago now seems to be sweepin: all relic10ns 

before it in an ors;y ()f destruction . Are , then , 

the ideals which men h .• ve cherished for thousand 

of years to be proven false? NO! because those 

innate qualities iruuell which caused them to 
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choose the rlcht Ylay c)nce Defore still dwell 

in their hearts. Men would still choose 

democracy ~d God and social justice if they 

remembered the real m~,anin, of tlleir Judai!5m. 

Hilarts have grown black with greed , life loas be­

come cluttered up with superf1cl11at"!tii J and eacll. 

man has lost sight co •• pletely of lois fellow !:!all 

this will lead us in.'~tably to the victory of 

the n~~i'iiliiai over our civilization. It i. 

necessary for us to ~ .. back to the day. of the 

prophets, to relearn the me-.nin" of words like 

justice , mercy . equalJty , and love - it i. 

vitally necessary if 'hi. second pagan philosophy 

a1! gOdle.sness and mil.itaristic na'tionalism , 

which threatens to de:stroy the democratiC priD-

ciples of JUAaism, is itself to be overCJme . 

The men whu are f~;hting the war in England 

today seem to be learllin&, this fact , .. nd 'there 

1s slowly dawning over there on that aristocratic 

Bltish Island, a soci;;ll consciousness , a break-

down of social barriers , which is remarkably en-

couragin~ for the futUre of tlle strugF'le . .Then 

men have .lwo.ys before: them a clear vision of 
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the h1"her coal they wish to achieve , ana 
use truly ethical and social n.eans to accomplish 

it, then barbarism mu:st be "feated. 

eNe,) ';'I\i' 'J t. r./,. "there i. no>, new 

thin, under the sun", the .'Deient writer tells 

us, and if tAis is gOr we may dr.w hope from 

these words , but by i:ar a better way to insure 

our victory today i .. ,to return to those principle 

and that way of life, to rtlcapture the .park of 

vitality epitomized il;> the prophets, which was 

once stron, enoU4h to outweigh the pagan. Yay 

the courage and. wisdoID. to so do, be ,ranted 

mankind once again. Amen. 
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On the morning 01~ January 15, 1630, 

it ..as dlscoTered thlat the Church of t;anta 

~acia, at Lisbon, had been broken into 

oTernip:ht, end that" sUTer pyx, a holy 

reoomtao1e in whioh l;he -afers of the Host 

were kept, had be .. ~ te,len. 3u.p1oion 

automattoally fall J ,11" lIe.rrnos of the 

oity, siJuJe 1t was .,,-..1, :rtra, that 

no ordi~ tiller WII'\~4 !la .... pBl'formed suoh 

a saori1egDus aot, a d "esond, th"t the 

New Christians ~u14 want to obtain nossess­

ion of the Host for be purpose of nerpe­

trstin,a: malioiously I ritual outrs..a noon it. 

It bepnened that; a Merrano youth of 

good famUy named 31o.eo Pires dolls had 

been obserTed passin" the church on the 

previous night. He h"d merely been on his .... y 

to visit a lady, but this flimsy circumstantial 

evidence resulted in his arrest and submission 

to terrible tortures. FinallY, his hands 

whioh were suspected to have co~ltted the 
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outre~e WRre ehop~ ed o~f, and his mutileted 

body wes dr""p:ed thrllU.m the .treets end 

burned. Some time a1~terwards, 8 common 

thief confessed et the foot of the gallows 

that he had been ~lty of the orime - but 

the dames- waa alnedy cIons. Popular passion 

had been aroused - th in Liabon and surr­

ounding t01lD8 street nota started, students 

were 'Orevente~ from mering the lecture 

halls of the univera ty, end from sll the 

'Oulpits, the praache s inoited the 'Oeople 

Slrsinst those lfho we e by now o "'enly desl~­

nsted as Jews instealt of New Christa ins. 

AS a result of t;his. fl1p:ht from the 

country increased, end 20110 persons ere said 

to have fled from Li!lbon elone. A good many 

migrated to the NethElrlands, where there 

wes a fairly large J"wish community, and re­

identified tllBll.elve" with their people. 

Amonp: these Vl8S the l,rother of the innocent 
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viotim, Henriques &)lis. He had been 

a Frenoi 'oan friar ln Lisbon after his 

conversion, noted bl)th for his learning 

and his eloquenoe 8IS a preaoher - but 

disll:l"Imtled end dim.ayed at ",hat had happ­

ened to hie brother! he made his "8Y to 

Amsterd_, obeDRed • -.. to Ileazer de 

&>118, .arr1ed, toolF up a med1ae1 oareer, 

and wes reoe1.,..d as • pUlar 01' the .ewish 

oommuni ty. His aft'ln .... burned in en 

auto-de-fe held be in Lisbon, but, as 

Ceoil Roth pute it, "the faot did not 

seriously inconveni nee him." 

This question or orypto-Judaism is 

8S old es the Jew h;lmselt. In Hellenistic 

times, some men endl!evoree to conceU 

their origin woen ""rtioipstinll: in the 

athletio games, while under Roll!ln rule, 

many Jem ureo· ioed subter1'""e to avoid 

the l>e"ment ot the :sueclal .Tamsh tax, 

the Fisous Judalous" 
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;ihat was the atU tude of the Rabbis 

on this metter? In gonersl, reluctant apos­

tates, called Anusim, "the 1:orceo. ones", 

were 1mated differenl;ly fro., deliberate 

rene~8de8. Idolatry was re~~arded 8S 8 sin, 

and since most Genti es ""ro idolaters, 

they would for tile III< st part; either be 

completeq annlhilatl/CI 'at (Ieeth or at the 

Resurrection), or 110 tlQ be !lent to Hell 

from which they \'lOul' either never eI!Ierl':e 

or e!Uarl':e only for f ~al Ilestruction. 

AUBin, there we :e tJre JlfoechleD Laws. 

so-oalled, which werE reP'8reled by the Rabbi s 

as the foundation of all morel 'Prol7l"eS3. 

They were universal1fltio anCi funaamental, 

being precepts cOl1ll!lallded by Goa to the sons 

of NOah. :>orne Rabbis 11 st sl.x and some seven, 

and the largar number ineluees the followinl':: 

to establish c<>"rts e,f justl.oe, to refrain 

rrom blasphemy, 1doleltry, ac'ultery. b Jood­

shed and robbery. and to 1'ef'rain from est in .. 
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flesh out from e 11 VilO~ bei~. But there 

was an e~Qe'!'tlon to tillese l .. s, and this 

apnlied to a men who :'ad violated one of 

them under pressure o:r duress. Three ot them, 

murder, inoest ana &d4Jletry, are listed as 

containing the oblll':a·~ion of martyrdom if 
I 1I8S 

necessary, but even tlb.1a ... -11_ ameliorated, 

annlying only to 0"'" wbera some posi ti va 

action ~··8B t;a1ten. 

Thus, e eonceelmlmt of' Judes1m, unecc­

omnanied by a~ fol'!l8J 1ty. ,",s another matter. 

Traoitional Jewish Ie make" special nro-

vision for cases of s oh nentlve trans­

gression throu~ Onesh, "oompulsion", or 

lr. time of persecutioll, tibe 'at hS-Shll5mad. 

About the year lOOO, Rabbi Gershom 

of .Ma..vence, celler a :;ynod, one of the 

questions under discu:3sion being a modification 

of the lavls 81'1' rel'8rding Anusim. Hi s own 

Bon oonverted in 1012 and died a GhriBtian; 
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~ershom nonetheless !mourned for him in 

the treeitionel manner, thus settin~ en 

example for similar cases. His tolerance 

also exteneee to the Anusim who aftel"1<'ero 

returnee to the Jewish fold. He strictly 

prohibit eo reproschin" them with infidelity, 

end even gaye tho_ 811DJ18 thea ""0 hed 

been sl8Jldered 8Jl 0 rtUDity to publicly 

pronounoe the 1:Iened1~iOD in the synagoo:ue. 

Rabbi MeLmon be ~osaph, fether of 

the 

st*l'ms to have bowed '~o necessity and lived 

under 8 lOslem P.U1se - end his son l~se s 

lVT'Ote e lon~ letta,.. 'ref'utint( 8 certain 

rabbi who hec seid that it '",s not permissible 

to assume Islem in o:roer to seve e life. 

Hembem seio that not only was it permissible 

but that to do otherwise, thus endangering 

one's life, was a sJtn; for the llosleme 

merely required a fo:rmal decle.ration of 



acceptance, without :lnsisting upon the 

nep:lect of Jewish pr,.ctices or the perfor­

mance of any idolatl'l)us act. It is only 

feir to edd that the autrorship of this 

letter as ",,11 e8 th" temporary apostesy 

of the family ere dallied by many scholsrs. 

Another lnter-l°1118. tbo1Jll:h eODmlon 

fect is that the 1" ... us earnce at +he 

Annulment 01" V()1r8 on Yea Jtl1'l'1Ir eve, the 

1.01 N1dre service. b; B been oonstrued to 

the benefit 01" these ~~«n08 , in order to 

absolve them troll. an; Christian aots or 

...,ws which they mip:h enforcedly perform 

during the following year. Accord ing to 

this view, the congro~atlon oover their 

heads with the TalUI! et this point, so 

that a ny crypto-J e1V among them should 

avoid recognition. 

According to Ro1;h , a sllecial llrsyer 

found its "'sY into the serviee, imlllortng 

the u~vine ProteetioIl for all the House 

of Israel end the nfclrcer ones" who were 
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in peril by lend eno eoe . We mlRht properly 

ofter this preyer toiley for those JeW!! 

in foreign lsnd. Who ere finding it nec­

essary to ebne~8te tlleir Judas1m f'or per­

sonal safety. 
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i 

II' the Pj<raha for this week, Lech Lecha, . . 
0 

we find the d'ecsiiptiol!l of the Covenant which 

God made wi til Abraham. In chapter 15 of Genesis 

is described the ancieJ!lt r:..ethod of making a 

covenant, which was to cut an animal in half 

and have the parties c'ontracting the covenant 

pass betwden the porti,one of the elain anims.l . 

Thereby the parties we:re thought to be united 

by the bond of a CommolO blood. 

After cutting the heiter , she-goat and r~, 

Abran.. presumably passed between the pieces and 

then fell into a deep Is1eep , following which, 

when it grew dark, £.. BJJl.oklng furnace &.nd a 

flaming torch aleo paslSIed between the pieces, 

whicb was the symbol o:r the godhead ratifying 

his agreement to the CCJvenant • 

.)-,', .. ",,>h-M ;,,'" , .A",~, "In that day th~ Lord 

made a covenant wirh A1:>raJa. · 

'Iwo chapters late]r, in ch . 17, which the 

1 

cri tical commentators 13ay is part of the Priestly 

document, the rite of eircULcision is noted -

and sos Dr . Hertz point!:;; out "the meaning is not 
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that tbe Covenant 18 to consist in the rite of 

circumcision, but that cir'cumcieion is to be t r. e 

~xternal sign of the covelllant." Unbounded has been 

the lOYELlty and devotion with which this basic 

insti tution has been obseI'ved. Even an excoIIllCUni­

cated eemi-apostate like Sipinoza says, "Such great 

importance do I attach to the sign of the covenant, 

that lam persuaded that it. is sufficient by itself 

to ~intain the separate E~ietence or the nation 

forever." 

To whatever origin aII\d purpose this ritual of 

circWIlCision may be traced. - Wbether 60S a measure 

safeguarding cleanliness s.nd hea lth, according to 

Philo , or to cour. tert.ct eJI:cessive lust, as .i..B.imonides 

believes, or as a se.crific:ial eywbol - for Abraha.m 

and hie des cendants all these conceptions are 

supplanted, and the rite 1.6 the abiding sign of the 

covenant between God and tbe Blnai Yisroel . The 

custom, \";idespread among primi ti ve peoples allover 

the world, had been practi.ced from time iInILI.emorial 

in Egypt and Canaan-Phoeni.cia. Israel's l Lwgivers , 

hOT/ever, divested it of its criginal meUling, and 
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gave it c. ne\,l ,"-no. U!'..u.ef...~,:a.-Ol historical sig-

nific&llce. They adv'--n.oed the time of perf or-
13 or so 

manee of the operation from the ~ge of ~~~8.~y 

to tha early days of infoncy, thus severing 

its intrinsic connection Nith male puberty 

and spiritualizing it into an eternal symbol 

of God's covenant . 

But aside from the rite of circumcision, 

ilhich is basic both psychologically and PhY­

sically as a constant re~inder, a sign of the 

covenant - aside from. this there is the ~hole 

inter~sting problem of the actual cutting of 

the covenant itself : the cutting of the animals 

\:hich t ... kes place at the CODBuz::;m.ation of a 

contr~ct . The ~draah, as a matter of fact , 

emphasises this aspect of the question in 
the 

ER, where it des cribes a covenant aa I'~ 

,1,).1\;:',,", "between t:he pieces . II 

~fuat elements of primitive fear and 

superstition, or ear~y concept of God, or 

sense of sociel necessity caused the develop-

ment of this particul.!U" method of cutting a 

• 
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covenant? Professor Frazer offers two theories 

as to the re&BOn for the ratifichtion of a 

covenant by killing an animal or a h~man, then 

passing between the severed pieces and sLl6&.ring 

tha blood on the persons of the covenanters . 

He calles one the retributive theory - according 

to which the cutting up of the victim is s~­

bolic of the retribution ,;hich will inevitably 

overtake the one who b e~6 the pact . 

And the other , suggested by Robertson 

Smith , is the sacr.mental or purific~tory theory, 

wherein the parties stood between the pieces as 

.. s~bol that they \fere taken within the mys­

tical lifs of the victim. The flesh and blood 

of the victim were thought somehow or other to 

present an obstacle to the powers of evil and 

BO to prevent them from pursuing and injuring 

the pere n who has paased between the pieces . 

These ceremonies may be called purificatory 

since they purify or deliver one from ~lig-

nant influences. Professor GinsVurg t tOOt fe~ls 

that the designetion of a Jew as a "son of the 

• 4 
j 
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covenant", as it Bays in the ancient ~shna 

Babba Karona , ~''\;a ~~" makes it very probable 

that this religious ceremony wes regarded by 

the people as baying ~ B~cramental character. 

This discussion of Abraham's c ovenant 

succeeded in throwing Bome light on the ex­

cavations at Gazer, where ~cali6ter discovered, 

de p in a burial cie~ern, the half skelton of 

a girl, about 14 years of age, who bad been 

hewn or ..... n through the middle at the 8th 

rib. Later at the s e site the half-skeleton 

of a boy, cut between the ribs and the pelvis , 

.. as aleo found. By an analogy of many similar 

rites among other peoples it has been suggested 

that the boy and girl ware cut in t~o and the 

people passed betw~en the pieces either by 

way of averting some present or threutened 

evil, which would cor:reBpond to the purificatory 

or sacr~ental theory; or else by way of 

cementing a solemn treaty, wherupon the cere­

mony would imDly retribution for the breaker 

of the agreement . As to tha question of the 

• 
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missing halves of t.he skeletons, Frazer 

says that we ne_d riot suppose that they \'/ere 

ei thar burnt or de'lrQured - they may bave been 

buried elsewhere, perhaps on the opposite 

side of the tOVlD, i'or thep purpose of ex­

tending the zr.agical influence of the covenant 

over all the interllledia.te spC-.ce . 

Roberstson Smj th concludes, "Thus if 

mw analysis of the Covenant 6f Abrah&lli is 

correct , the rite i.e composed of two distinct 

but correlated ,-..4rtl elements, namely, first, 

the cutting of the victim in two, and second, 

the passing of the covenanters betw~en the 

pieces . Of these tllro elements the first is 

to be e>.plained by the retri buti ve and the 

s econd by the sacre~ental theory . The two 

theories are comple!mentary to each other, 

and t ogether furnielb a complete e~ planation 

of the rite . " 

• 
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Leaving t h is det.ailed scientific dis-

eU8s1 on of t he naturEI of the c oven&.nt, t he 

f or;u , l et us ret urn 1.0 t he c ontent, t he mo od 

of t he Hebrew 
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. I 
I In a l e tter to his pupil Ibn .Aknin , in the 

year 1190 ,uai~nideB called himself -a cODscien-

tiOUB and exact man . · Ho'w very characteristic 

this wa s of the scholar and the scientist, tee 

frail ascetic religiouB counsellor to his people 

and the erudite ~ch- in-demand medical suttor and 

pr acticioner . In all his activities this gr eatest 

of medieval Jews maintained such q~alitieB of 

conscientiousness and exactness . 

The facts of his l~f~ . which ended on the 

13th of December, 1204, ~re well known to us . 

Forceu to leave Spain un~er the fierce preasure 

of the fanatical Almohade f migrating to Nathe. 

Africa, Palestine, and finally settling near Cairo; 

Buffering excruciating 10s8 at the death of his 

brother , beg inning to pra ctice medicine 66 a 

financial necessity; being appointee spiritual 

head of the Jews in Egypt; and then entering into 

that round of official duties as court physician, 

~:hich left him such a busy man that he was forced 

to dissuade S"' lID.lel Ibn Ti"bbon, the translator of 

his MGuide" , from paying him 0. visit, on the 



ground that he would scarcely have time to 

spare to see him, much less to enter into 

Bcientific discussions with him. 

2. 

Explaining this in a letter, ~i~ni gives 

the following account of hie regular d~tiee: 

"1 dwell in FOBt~t and the Sultan resides at 

Cairo and the dist~nce qetween the two p~aceB 

ie e double Sabcath-o~'8 Journey (ca . It miles). 

My duties to the sultan ~e heavy . I nuet visit 

him early every morning; if he feels week or any 

of hie children or the inmates of his harem are 

ill 1 do not leave Cairq but spend the greQter 

part of the day in the pal&ce. ~eo if one or 

two of the officiEle fall ill I bave to attend to 

them and thuB spend the whole day there . 

"In brier, I repair to Cairo every day in t~e 

early Earning, and even if nothing unusual tappens 

I do not return to Fostat till after the noon 

hour . Then I am f£titued and hungry and I find 

the courts of ~ house full of people , prominent 

and COmL.on, gentiles, theologie.ns, s.nd judges, 

waiting for the ti~e of my return. 



3 . 

"I dismount from n~ ~nimal , wash my hands , 

and go forth to them and en~at them to wbit for 

me while I take a slight refreshment, my only 

me&l in 24 hours . After that 1 &~tend to the 

patients and prescribe for them. Patients go 

.w~ in and go out until nightfall, or Bo~etimeB, 

I assare you , until two 'hours in the night . I 

talk to the .. lying on II\\' b...,k because of weakness . 

When the night falls 1 feel 80 weak , I cannot 

speak r.ny It.ore . 

"ThuB no Israelite can have a private discussion 

with n.e except on the S .1> 6th . Then they all cot.e 

to ~e ufter the services and I edvise the~ whLt 

to eo during the week; ~rterwardB they study a 

liotle till noon 6Dd de~art . Some of them come 

back and study again until the evening prayers . 

"ihis is ny regular daily routine . I have here 

relE.ted to you only part of ... ;l"~t you .. il1 see , 

'W&~@~ pletee God . " 

.ReR-.a~~ft~ This precious letter , which 

also cont&ine 8o~e illuninating re~rks on correct 

methode of tre.nslating t·ogetber wi tb .aaimonidee' 



4. 

careful judgr:..ent on the v;orks of the Greek 6.nd 

Arabic philosophers , WI!iB partly written in 

ArE"bic. 'lhere is 6. copy of this letter in tte 

J1'S Libraxy. 

',',hen the gigantic tforks of ...:e.iLlJ.ni the 

Jewish philospher could ba.ve been 'Written , or 

ldIen the mediael works of which ten £.re knoi;n, 

~ll .ritten in Ar~bic, i8 hard to l~ine Wken 

we conteIlplate this 8c1~edule . Zut as he B~id 

of himself , be lias a cl~nscientiou8 n.an. 

Of the three greahst books of bis life 

we shall not here spe~ • The penetrating 
started in his 23rd yeer end finisbed & dec~da 

Co~entary on the ~sru1~'Athe ~bitlouB later 

j,.jj,f.hna Torah or Yad Ha.cJhaz&Jca, intended to 

codify Jewish law, and finally the titanic 

n~reh", with ito aepiro.tion of reoonciling 

the Bible and the laUmld with Aristotle, of 

harmonizing Judaism wi lth 'philosophy, stand 

out in t1:e history of Sewish litereture. 

But we shall dllfell for a. mon;.ent on 
.... -rrv--

one .aflC:l'ter of o.:-.e book, the eo-called "Parek 

HeIck" , ,:hich deals with chapter ten of the 



5 . 

~shna Sanhedrin , that chapter on the Ol~ Ha- bo, 

the Horld to coce o.nd vrho is entitleo. to 6. sm..re 

therin . In this section he stutes what he 

believes to be t' e dogma or the creed of Judaism 

in tt-e form of 'thirteen. Articles of Faith . He 

was the first in Rabbin.ic period thuB to for­

culate dogma, and consoiously attaches great 

importance to it, as he 8~8 1 

II !Cnow these (worde) and r epeb t ther:.;. many 

times, and think them over in the proper ""/&.y . 

God knows that thou youldst be deceiving thyself 

if thou think est thou hast understood them 

by having read tbem once or even ten times . Be 

not, therefore, r~Bty i~ perusing the~ I have 

not composed them v;ithout deep study and earnest 

r etlection . " and again : 

"If any man rejects one of these fund~entRI 

beliefs, he severs himself from the cOffimUnity 

and denies a principle of Judaism: he is called 

a heretic and an unbeliever , and it is right 00 

hate him and to destroy him. " 



6 . 

Of the thirteen articles, the first eleven 

eleal \1ith the belief in God , his Unity, bis 

Incorpore~lity, his 3ternlty ; the belief in 

proghecy and revelation; the belief in rew~d 

and punishment, but the last t~o have excited 

Latch com::..ent . Number 12 states t:-e belief in th .. 

co~ng of the ~essiah , nd 13 the belief in the 

resurrection ot the dead. 

Achad Ha- am B~B that theBB last indic~te 

the presence in ~iB rationalist philosopher 

of a strong nr..tlonal S6' ti.Jl;.ent , a feeling strong 

enough to seduce him frpm the path of logic and 

re&son . In strict accordlnce ~ith hie sJstem 
~ong the dogmas 

UaimDnid 8 ought to huve included. only those 

Daat Ami tiot , Mtrue Opi;nions" without .... hich 

religion CQuld not have been maintained or have 

fulfilled its function . And Achad H~-~ believBs 

that all the dogmas are of this c~racter , eY.ce~t 

the last two, Which must have been included , 

therefore , against reeson, as a result of a 

strano: err.otional kinshi:p wi tb tradi tiona! Jewish 

hope for re~ emption . 



7 . 

Dr . BQron , also under the necessity of 

d~plaining uai~nideB affinity with the doctrine 

of the ~e68iah, points out first of all , that 

1(e~8ianic ideology play'ed a vital role in all 

Je,1ish philosophy. But that vari'oue men inter­

,reted this belief differently - BO~ quite 

literally h 'ping for a ~ersonul redeeLer, some 

seeing in the messianic future onlY the re~liz~­

ticn of political aBpi~atlons . 

:.:aimonide., say. llr. Baron, and Saadia 

also before ha, as ra1j,ionalistic thinkers, 

se_iouslY qualified Aga~dio folkloree ~d 
the 

minimized." eachatologic:&l cbaracter of the 

advent of the redeemer ••••• For ~imonideB, the 

messianic ap:e is nothing .... 8 but a IIlOre pro­

pitious preparation foI' the world to COI:.!.e . 

There, and there elone , the s ouls of the right-

eOUa, divested of all E!srthly needs and desires , 

will live the eternal life of pure contemplation 

and knowledge . " 

So Achad He- am arid Dr . Baron do not agree 

as to what .Airuonides ",,,,,,nt exactly by his 12th 



8 . 

article, but actuallY this is unimportant 

next to the enormpus f,act that ..vhi thin one 

hundred years the creed was deeply i~beddea 

in the pra./er- book, bo·th in its formal statement 

and in .. any poetic versions ,-nd \VE.S recited 

daily by Jews evcrJ_here. Ar.d tho belief in 

a ~e8Biah, along with the others, has become 

L religious tenet of J".daiem. 

Let U8 read the I1gda1, one of the poetic 

versions of the Creed , authorship o£ Which is 

.ttributed by S.D. Luzzatto to a Jew of Ro~e 

in the 14th C. , a certain~nlel bar Judah . 
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, 
TO, IIBRBBRT HlIEIJWI 
H\OII, III. lIISE !loy 3. 1943 

I .. delighted with th1e. 1 read it oyer' very oarefully and 
it 1_ very well done, thlnldUC I II1pt un it tor CPINIOlf but I don't 
think it quite adequate tor that. I .... t\ll"D. 1t Wlth appreoiation. 

g. 



April 29. '43 1. 

There 18 in our IlL turgy a prayer which 

1s reoited onlY twice during the entire year, 

yet Which contain. enough inner dynamic to merit 

.ericu. coneider.tion. It i. the dirge known 

ae AT Raraham1m , a pr~rer ror ~rtyr •• sa1d OD 

the Shaba. before ShTU". and lIe1'ore Tieh .. B· .. .,. 

in the Sbaharh eerYl ... right before the Torah 

i. returned to the Ark. 

According to I C: elllohD. the ..,ento of 

~dom in this prqeJ, .... connected wi th the 

,""ce88 •• of the C .... aad I •• and 1 t ..... probably 

COllpo.ed during the Filrst Crusade in 1096. 

In Abrahams' notes the information i. given 

th .. t tria elegy in ~.own to the older liturgies, 

and haa neTer found i tI! w&;l into the Spanish 

ritual. This i. naturl.l, for the dirge, Which 

h certainly not later than the 13th century, 

18 e •• entially German. It arose in the Rhine­

land on occa.sion of 80JZIe one or other of the 

terrible persec.tiona 'lihich fell on the Jew1eh 

cOlll!lWli ty durino; the c:ruaad1ng epoch. 



2. 

The first part of' the prayer calle upon 

God to ren.elliber the u.rtyrdom ot thoee who were 

faithful to Hie name • 

• May the Father of meroiee, who dwelleth on 
high in hie mighty compassion, remeJLber 
thoee loving, upright and blameless onee, 
the holy congregations, who laid down their 
livee for the eanctification of the divine 
name, Kiddush haSIIlem. ••••• • 

HoW striking 18 the ccnte~poraneousneBB 

of this panage, ev..., to the very language. 

The theme of the rea emit great l118eting oallIng 

for Jews to -Eemaaber U.-, UB, the present-day 

martyre, might have belen so eaeily taken from 

th1e old elegy. 

This sense of co.tlnuoue euffering in 

"ewioh history, this leeling for ths element of 

tragedY, great hietoric trager y, prompted Zunz 

to write an essay on 1~e medieval persecutions, 

the opening eentence c,f which hae been translated 

by George Eliot in thO! nOTel Daniel Deronda. 

Zunz said. 

·If there B%'e ranks in euffering, 
lorael takes preo:edsnce of all the nations -
11' the duration Clf Borrows £oDd the p~- t1ence 
with Which thsy .~e borne ennoble, the "ewe 
are among the arl.etocraoy of avery land _ 
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if a literature is called rich in the 
possession of e. f 'ew; classic tragedies, 
what shall we say to a National Tragedy 
laeting for 1500 years, in which the poets 
and the ~etor8 were a1eo the beroes?· 

Yoe, these are ke~n remarks, inTolving a 

whole metaphysic of Jewish history, the con­

cept of Tragedy - and the first part of this 

prayer does well to rec&ll it to us. But i. 

i. the second part which cont&1na the great 

dialectic. 

The prB7er goes on to aek for vengeance, 

vengeance in blood for blood which has been shed, 

and it brings to bear on the point several quo-

tattoDs from Soriptures in support of this 

demand. We reada 

"May our God avenge the blood of his 
servant. which. hath been shed; a. it 
is written (Dt.32.43) 'for he will 
avenge the blood ot his ~ ervante, and 
will render vengeance to his adversaries, 
and will make atonement for hi. land 
and for hi. people.' 

and again. in Psalms (79:10). where God i. 

anxiouB to aToid tbe charge of impotence 80 

far as helping his people is concerned, we read • 

• tWherefore should the nations Bay, 
Where i. their God? Let there be made 
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known BlIIOng the nation. in our .ight 
the r ..... enging at the blood of thy .er­
"fBDte which hath been shed.'· 

and the prayer concludes with 8«roral similar 

paee ag08. 

Abraham.' teeling about this part of the 

Av Earahamim, i. that it is all tor the be.t that 

this prayer i. relegated to bi-annual rscital. 

He .ay., at oour •• , that noh alesle. haTe their 

ccmplete hi.torioal J~~tirioatlon,·but the in­

.tinct or aod.rn Jewr,r i. sound when it reauces 

&s tar as possible the occaaioDs on Which these 

passages are recited, thoguh nch painful scenee 

8S the dIrges recall are not yet entirely matters 

at ancient hi8tory. Klehineft remind8 us that 

the pre8ent 18 Dot wi t :hout awesome parallels to 

the past. But the synagogue rightly insert. DO 

Dew elegiee or this type into its liturgy. It 

1. rather inclined to remoTe the old onos.-

Well, here is the old questioD - how far 

should W8 let ourselves go in hatred at the 
) 

en~. This cry tor Tengesnce, uttered out or 
",,~-.1--5 

tho 'skeat., 8e •• '88 ot Worms and ~ence and 



5. 
which were eacked 

Rat1sbon.by the ChriEltia.n nobles on their 

,,&y to fight the bat1;1e of their Lord againet 

the heathen; uttered out ot the cellar dungeoD8 

of the Inqu10i tion alld the fires of the auto-de-
the 

tesl thl. cry for Tel~eance giTes vent to.un-

epeakable angu1eh buI'1ed in the breaet of the 

tormented .rew. Ie ill inhuman for him to shout 
.;,.- ,(.~ 

thue? Ie it a eign cof Jewish Tttndiotinneee.' 

as we. Ter y reoent1;y oharged by & Ketlodiet 

echolar. who in hie \~ook on the O'f. publiehed 

in 1937. said that tbe d ...... d of Esther for 

the life of the ten eon. of Haman was an eX8~le 

of .r .... i.h TindietiTe leea at it. woret . Ie there 

something low. evil lind baee in the character 

of the .rew When he aOlks that hie martyrs be 

romombered and that t ,he reckoning be eomedq 

etraightened out~ 

It will be intElre.ting. ill eleeilil6. to 

note the &n.wer whicb JIr. Herbert Loewe, the 

very «xcell.nt scholll.r, responsible, together 

with Kontefiore, for the c o~ilation of the 

Rabbinic Anthology. @:1Te., in hie note., to thie 



Ketlodiet co~ntator, a certain Dr.W.L.Horth-

ridge. Loewe saye. 

"One would like to ask Dr. Northridge 
this question. I~t us assume that the 
Book of Esther'typifies JewiSh vindic­
tiveness at ita worst. I That 18 his thesis. 
Let us grant it. Shall we go on to eay 
that Hitler's barbarity typifies 'Christian 
vindictiveness at its worst?' I am proud 
to think that, in spita of the intense 
provocation Whi5h Jews had, in spite of 
their shameful lS.trayal by their collsague 
in buainaea, at the Univeraities, and in 
the prof .. aiona, in epite of their re­
pudiaUOIl bJ' grsat ecclesiaetics, by 
Catholios like ArohblShop 7&ulhsber and 
by Pl'ot .. tanta J,Ua Gerhard J[1 ttal, in 
spite of 811 theae strong t~tatione, 
no Jew, to rr:y kDowl8dge, baa yst sald that 
Hitleriem ls ty 1cal of Christianity." 

.IIr. Lo""e 

mente expreseed in 

~ing that the smti­

prayer Av Harllham1Jll. 

are not indicative o~ any falling in the Jewish 

character. They are bonelt sentimenta, moti-

v.ted by fearful atrocitiea. and in a spirit 

humbled and sa~dened by the present greateat 

tragedy of all Jewish history, let us return 

to the dirge, and ask God, not only to re~mber 
"' ..... 1, .. t 

those oWho died for his ideals, but aleo to 

avenge them, by bringing into actuality thoae 

things for Which they died. Je~ieh vengeanoe 
T\..Q.. ;:11"'"" 
ho.l.""4.~... b<i. 



~~. ~.,x ~~..r .. 
I"-<0Il""" ~~ .... .J. ~ ~fk-->4.,..p.~ 
~ ... ~.,J. ~ ~," •. -t:-'6-~ ~ 
I--~~~ ","«01-" ,,'t(( ... , I-"tv ~. 

.. . -

- -
• 

f. 



f. ~ 

~ 10. (;,;.j!/"-~~ ~ ~ ~,A~.".­
{J~ 4~ T ~ it.,. ~~ t!~, ,,( ,..K , 

~ ~ k- ~Lv.4" ~ ,4~r- rJJ')"_{...,L ~ 
1'4 ~>4+_ ~ #- ~~ of ,~ ¥- "'I' .... 7' ~~ 
f-t - h<{-,~ ~.., <A..:. ~ -'?~. ~ "'.'< ~ 
.#4 ,J .• ~ -.J ~.wU4..:.L e 4 ~.,A Nr" &. -n..-.. .-.T ~~-~ 

~ ~ ~....t;,.t ~..4.d.. ~,I...., tJ,.j (,r ",,' " l J 
;..:. ~"..J!'tJ.'Irf'" '-' ~ """"{('t MtJ.. ~, ,t.,.:I ~ ~ '1 



1>-... t.-w, '" 1",,-$ ~ ~ _~ A . ,...,.~. '( I-. ~-~ 
Y'''( f;., Y!''''''''" IvJ'h 1>...:, ~.( .,I;J ... I..-; -p., ... 14'f 
,..;.d «""'"= -rk h"wf...l'-'~ ~t. 1 I-1r .;. ,J..c., 4 

uiJ. j.. ~ It f~ M't '141"",oAf.( 

~ ..nr4. ~~~r _ -

'T~ "'- ~ ~'I~/" ~,.L'"" , ." .. U M~ ~ 
~ ,... f~"d .. ~ .. i",t.Bet -kt .L . • :. .. ~ti.4f ... w", 

c.... ~ .J..J4 ~ ~".JJ...~J..... __ .;1 )..,PIt pre- -I> ~-;......r 
... u1LJ..-.. " ..... .. 

-., 



I -
--.~ 

~t ~ -;t;A-- ...... -: f- <0: ~" .. ;:r ~ 0 4 

-J. ~ & 'Ik ... ~~. ,e.:U . /w -'< ~ 1"" ~'" :i'*rlS ..... ' 
V -'7 " • 't;,fI. '" l:~", ~ ~ . ;., .(,;s +- / j v;;:-", S p..J' -, .. ~ .~,- "'11-, .,..... 
10:£';;:<; I ~ ~ .... 'k .... . ".:..., c>-- -M .... , (, ,(-.1;7 f 
....,. L"'~"',l ~. . 

- - ~,m.---r ~ £.lit? f}.,.f ~..P~, ~ 
tfr ""'1 ;t;;... ,.:.. 1'\...c. .J:.;~ 1 ~,-d, U' tL. 1k. ,-. fi~ 

J.-... ...-J..J. -f- .,.;#' {.p. f'- .... ((.1 .. '. ..;.,.A" ,e~~4 

t .t.r- '{\;. f-I. ..... iarl. \ .... 1 ~n.. .. ~ 1 ....... -""'1 "-
~~\to.t __ "K, ~ ,wt I/" ~ ~ ....k ___ 10 k ""'"'i?'.., 
4-r-. ..,t. _ _ ~~ ~ ~ _Y ~.f..,. ~ n- ...,..." 

~ ~.-.. 6---,_...e... ~tj;""""Ii(, ..,.L ~ 4r- ~ ~ )t ~ 

1'1--...... ~_~,. ___ ~~~1 ~ k. ~ .", _.~ }2..~ 

-0..." p......"'-~, ~-~. .....1._ n..., ~ ..J.t"o ~- '">0, _1" 

~ ........ Nt Iu.i"'-! --
~ /..;f- -- ---A- ( M ~1'_ . .1 '7 ;.;. 

--~-1Ljy . c4 ~~ e~ .... '-7"~'l<.t.Il< -t.,' , t- - L,;., '" .;.. 

~ ~ -J ~n.r-':"" ........ ....:... f---'l-fi ..... f. /...;. " e ... 
/.1_ ~ .... ~ ••• ,~ to'" ~ 71...... / 

11\ ~';''''l -\.v w:~,,,,, ~_, ~'I '0 ".:;1 ·7 ,w,.J.#y ? 

.,.."..,r-~ -,Ilu.." . t'> ,,_..14.. +- ,JJ. ,.. I? 

LJ- -. ...... ~ P I..u, 7Jo4,,<f'):I.;,. "';'ti. • .: 

~ ( .... , ____ . -jr. I'"d, .. .ott- i i-.f--..J.: -"( 



-
.' 

-

, 
~ 

c 
-;
t-

~ 
~ 

• 
~
.
 

1:-
fa!

!> 
r-

t 
r 

l 
r
}
'
 a

.-
-

1>
 

~ 

.t 
f. 

. 
? 

f-
'1

' 
• 

..!
 

r 
. 

}
?

 

I 
,.

 
~
 t 

. ~.
 

,l
 
f 

$ 
..

;.
. 
~
 

" 

J 
~.
, 

. 
t]

;·
 r

 f
 -

1-
~ 

, 
t J

 -~ 
'1 

~o
C>
 

t
·
 ~

 
r t

 
t!

 ~ ~
 f 

, 
r~:

' 
~ 

t ~
 =

4 
I: 

~. 
" 

f.. 1
 t.

f 
:-.J

. 

r ~ 
. ~ ~ 

:I 
t 

~ 
7> 

J 
~ 

'1
 
rU

 ·
 r-

' 
. 

--\ 
rl

 
tIC

 
'q

i. 
t!

V
 t!

 r
~(
! 

f t
 1 

l 
~. 

t 
1 

~ 
~ 

r· 
r 

r "f
 

r-
~ 

r 
! 

,~ 



• n .. 

- -+--



, • 'I 



-







iJ 1!-__ 
.~~ ~/.fL ~-~ ~ 
~ ~ A'f' ;,-.:1 -"". -- . ~ ~f4' 

- , - , 

DiP. rri ~ rkX~~ ~ -r ~-¢"~ ... e- -.ft ~'1_ ?_ 
~-,--fJrJ.- j;J J _~~~ ..... -' r-- fk ~ ) 

? ~ ~ (),.:t __ 1k- 1' .... ,.1; :~ ,..iJl IJW 
I---~~~h.-~~ ~ ~1"'"f~ ~ ~. (li~ ~ 

~.,.,.L~ ,.. 



, 
• 



\ . \ 

\ \ 
• t 

j;o5ThN- j)~LI 



s~- S"a •. -~ 

• "RJ 0' Qh..d..,.a.., ..-t.-



t· a~''-- -h~ _ ~ 

TM- A .. c.~ i.<.. 

~. 

~. 

- '.':p.c-."t t'l---. 
- ... ". i) ~i_"'I.., :t ? 



s . 

,."" t- ~ r-
~1 ~ CA.;~ A;Il4... 

no..i\ .•. ;t ~ ~ IS" 

-...-.f)..., 
. .~ . 8 .. 1>... .-

.J 

f -.-'Tk-. . 






