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NEW YEAR'S MESSAGE OF IJN (492}
The year ahead will be a fateful one for our
people. The Jewish situation all over bhe world is
replete with difficulty, tension, and a sense of
uncertainty. Great decisions are hanging in the
balance and the year 5708 will see their resolution.
Jews everywhere will have their future fate decided
within the next twelfth-month.
Specifically, these are the world problems
facing us: the homelessness of the DP's in the camps
of Germany, Austria and Italy; the political fate of
Palestine, now in the hands of the UN; the factors of
terror and Arabd rioting in the Holy Land; the increa-
singly difficult position of British Jewry, as anti-
Semitism assumes ugly forms in England; the restlessness
of all Jews on the continent of Europe to leave that
blood=-soaked soll; and the relative weakness of the
Jewish communities left extant in Scandinavia, Czecho-
slovekia, Belgium and other smaller European countries.
At home, too, we have the feeling that great
efforts on our part will be needed. It is true, perhaps,
that organized and open anti-Semitism may have declined
somewhat; yet our Jewish loyalties must be even stronger
than before. We are béing called upon for ever greater
sums of moné} for Europe's survivors; we are forced to
learn more of Jewish affairs in order to keep abreast
of the swiftly moving complex of current events; we are

expected to exert ourselves more politically on a score



of fronts which interest us.

No one can predict what history will give us
during the coming year., We hope and pray that the DP
situation may be ligquidated through resettlement here
and in Palestine. The Stratton bill, calling for the
admission of 400,000 DP's (about 60,000 Jewish) into
' America, which failed during the last session of Congress,
will be re-introduced at the next session in January.

We will have to mobilize all our force to convinee our
national legislators in Washington to take this humani-
tarian step and provide a home for the displaced.

We hope and pray that the Palestine problem
will meet a just and equitable fate ia the General
Assembly of the UN - and that unrestricted immigration
will be obtained, so that 100,000 and more Jews can go
to the lend which they want and which is ready to receive
them.

We hope and pray that the surviving Jewish
communities of Europe, so badly decimated and weakened,
will have the strength to rebuild their life.

We hope and pray for so many things that it
seems almost impossible to expect their total realization.
And yet many of the things we pray for can come to
fruition through our own efforts. If we but marshal
our political, soclal and economic resources, we may
be able to effectuate solutions. .

We Jews will have to be more loyal, devoted,
alert and self-sacrificing during the coming fateful
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Friends, this morning's lecture is entitled ™The
Ten Days of Remembrance.™ The title comes in a letter from
Mr. Henry Morgenthau, former Secretary of the Treasurer to
community leaders all thouugh America. In writing this
letter, he says, "I am suggesting _that throughout the nation
the period from September 15 to S_ptember 24 be designated
as The Ten Days of Remembrance. =

This period comes from Rosh Hashonah to Yom Kippur,
the High Holiday period and these are the most s
in the Jewish calendar. They invoke 1Es%1l’JSWa a heightened
sense of brotherhood with our people. ~80, pursuant to his
request to community leaders to designate these ten days,
we have done so, and the Mayor of the City of Denver has
issued a proclamation, naming this period "The Ten Days of
Bnmemgianco." The beautifully worded proclamation reads
as follows:

"After sundown of September 1lith, the Jewish people
of the world will gather in holy services to mark the coming
of their New Year 5708.

"It is my pleasure as Mayor of Denver and as
spokesman for its many citizens to offer them my best
wishes for the coming year.

"The Jewish people of Europe have known long
years of Deep suffering. I know all Americans will join
with me in the sincere hope that this New Year will mark
the end of such suffering and the beginning of a new era
of peace and plenty.

"Here is Denver and throughout all America we
have learned the bounties of peace and victory. Never
before has the spirit of democracy been more manifest in
the progress of our nation. Never before have we demon-
strated so vividly that our nation exists as a vast power
motivated by compassion and mercy.

"We have demonstrated such compassion to nations
and to people who needed the support of our strength. Today
in Europe, there are many peoples and many nations that
still suffer the impact of the war. Chief among those who
have known the brutal touch of Hitler and his madmen, are
the Jewish people. Six million of their people were merci-
lessly annihilated. A little over one and one half million
Jews remain. Broken in body, harassed by the horrible
memories that follow them, they look for assistance. A
chance to resume life an oppbrtunity to make that life
simple, and proud with self-sustenance.

"America has heard their appeal and has answered,
The United Jewish Appeal has been the voice through which
many Americans have spoken.
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"Through the vast humanitarian campaign of the
United Jewish Appeal many of us have conveyed our active
support and sympathy. Today, on the eve of the New Year,
the United Jewish Appeal calls again to our hearts and our
conscience. There will be a ten day period period between
the New Year and the Day of Atonement. It has been suggested
that these ten days be observed as the Ten Days of Remembrance.

"Therefore, as your Mayor, I issue the following
proclamation:

"I, Quigg Newton, Mayor of Denver, do hereby endorse
the campaign of the United Jewish Appeal and do hereby set
aside the period from September l4th to September 24th, to be
known as the Ten Days of Remembrance.

"By offering our promise and support to a suffering
people; by sharing the strength of wictory that they helped
achieve through a terrible price, we reassert the belief that
we are the true cornerstone of democracy.

"Given under my hand and the Executive Seal,"
this was signed Friday afternoon.

¢tSigned) Quigg Newton, Mayor"

What are we being asked to remember in this ten
day period? I think we are being asked to remember three
things:and they are quite simple. They need no great
elaboration.a.We are being asked to remember six million
Jews who ware slaughtered like sheep. We'll never understand
it. I never will. I don't imagine anyone can, S0 all we
can remember is a kind of a vague abstract notio . Most
of the Jews of Europe were killed without any consideration,
without even too much fuss or outcry from them, themselves.

They went as sheep to the slaughter to the
slaughter pen.

We are being asked to remember secondly those
who refused to be slaughtered but died fighting. We have
several groups of those. 40,000 heroes of the Warsaw
ghetto, who in the last ten or fifteen days, when they
saw that the Germans were intent upon blowing up systema-
tically every house in the ghetto and were intent upon

blowing up every human being in E%;ﬁg&;;;g,,_mhe

40,000 decided to die fighting. die. Only a
handful came out. One of them a woman, Syvia Lubetkan,
andother one a man, Antov Zukermen; you can name them

on your fingers. I met Zukerman standing one the stones
of the Warsaw ghetto, and it's a sight which is not %o

be seen anywhere in the world. It's more horrible than
what Hiroshimo or Nagasaki must have looked like. 4nd
I'll tell you why. Because those two places were blasted
in a kind of a searing flame which removed every vestige
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of living things from off the face of that area. It was
like a cold knife or a hot electric welding apparatus that
seared.

The Warsaw ghetto is something different. The
Warsaw ghetto if a square mile of brick which is about ten
feet high and absolutely level. You clamber up onto this
pile of brick, and look for a square mile, and on all four
horizons you see buildings standing at their normal height.
They're not destroyed except as part of the destruction
of the city of Warsaw in gemeral. And here in this tight
area, one square mile 500,000--one half a million Jews were
packed into apartment houses, courtyards, cellars, air reaid
fences, any sort of habitation and were slowly, carefully,
deliberately exterminated as you squash peepiebedtles and
kill rats. It is just a tremendous ghostly area $kes which
frightens everyone who comes there, leaves you with a
sickening smell of powder and dust and human decaybecause
there are still some 50,000 Jews whose bodies have never
been recovered and are rotting under the stones. Bones
are still to be seen among the heaps of the brick. And
in this Warsaw ghetto you get concretized as nowhere else
on the face of this earth what happens to the Jewish people.

40,000 fought. As the ghetto narrowed down and
buildings were blown up so that the area became confined,
this group was pushed back into a central cord; and in
Passover, the night of Passover, 1943, the last 40,000
decided to put up a stand, they took with them to their
death some seven or eight thousand German soldiers. And
I think we are being asked to remember them, too--kkm
EErmamxsakdkexsxxxIxuean I don't mean the German soldiers.
I mean we are being asked to remember not only the six
million Jews who went to their death like sheep, but the
40,000 Jews who refused to go like sheep but died fighting.

300 Jews were parachuted into Roumania and Eungary
in 44 from Palestine; the first people wkm before our
invasion of D-Day June, 1944, they were the first people to
land in the festoon Europa behind German lines. They were
all killed--three hundred young men and women. 1 think we
are being asked to remember them too.

Thirdly, and lastly, we are being asked to remember
in these ten days the people who were not killed, but the
people who live in a half death.
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