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N&l YEAR'S MEASSAGI 
b7 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman, T~le Eunufl 

Rosh Haehanah - 5710 - is one or the happiest which the J evisb people baa 

raced in maDY, 118117 centuries, tor we can look back over the last J'e&r and refiect 

upon the miracle or the re-eetablishlllent of Israel and the even greater miracle ot 

the saving ot 285, 000 J evisb ll vee. Recent decadee ha Te been glOOlllQ" • vi t.h reports 

onlJ" or Jewish llUrd•rs. The past few 7eare ban altered hist.017, and ve witneesed 

rescue and resettlement instead. As a result of this, we look fonard to 5710 with 

great j07 and antici~tion, in 'Nhich even further gains can be aade, and plat 

accomplishments consolidated. 

I would not consider tor a moment ~easj,ng ~ thoughts which might dilute 

the first breath of pleasure w have felt since Hitler' a etll aacendanc7. But I 

think it is tTPical.lT Jewish that even in the midst of acclaim and rejoicing, we 

should tum our thoughts to serious matters, as we appraise the problams of the 

year ahead. 

In the apace of this article, I can merely outline the nature of these 

problems, f» .~t up the agenda as it were - and leave the elaboration, the exposition, 

the suggestions ot remedies to tiiture sermons .from the JM,lpit or editorials trca the 

press. As the year unfolds, perhaps t.bere ld.ll be opportunities to deal with these 

problems in plblic toruDl8 and discussion groups. 

I would suggest, first, that it is not too earJ.7 t.o begin to consider the \mole 

problem or strengthening American Jews in their religious faith. Host of our good 

leaders have worked hard and dillgentlT in Jewish causes ot a secular nature - The 

Zionist movElllent, the UJ!, the B1nai B'rith - all o! lihicb was and ie proper 

and necee8&17. But sole preoccupation vi.th these endeaTOrs can result in the 

growth ot a generation of leaders not concemed with relig1on and the S111&80gue. 

Ina without religious faith are a paradox hit.herto unkncnm in our histol"1. It 
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would indeed be ironic it Aaerlcan· Jf1Wr7, the largest and wealthiest Jeviab 

comunitJ' ever to exist abould turn out to be the weakest iD rellgioue belief. 

Seoondl.7, it seems to me that in the :years ahead we must work ae nner betore 

to overcome the ignorance ot American Jews. This ignorance is not due to apathT 

on the part of the ma1111es. I think Jewa are v.lll1ng to leani. I would place th• 

blame rather on the leaders, educators, rabble and their techniques. Smehow we 

have not 7et discovered the means and methods of bringing the gorgeous heritqe 

ot our histo17 to the 20tt.: centur.r Amen.can Jf!ltl. When we do so, I am cert.a.in the 

people will come in great nUllbere and will be able to enrich the 11 ... ea ot our folk 

b7 addiIJ8 the weal.th of Jetdsh culture to Aaerican culture. 

Last:cy-, we 111Ust. begin to concentrate on what I consider to be the most 

important problem ot ill - the conscious and deliberate creatico ot a •JHnba.g America•, 

an American pa.ttem ot Judaism which can ~ttract all Jf!ltl'8 to its standard, and 

which, ultimatel.T, is the only' wa7 we will be able to rescue Jwa tor Judaism in this 

count.r;r. I ua convinced it. ld.ll have to be a liberal and modem patt.em, but it. 

vUl a.amehow have to retain all the wanllth ai1d fervor o! ritual and cerem0ll7 • 

• Some teeble eteps have bean Ede in this direction. The Aeaociatian of Jewish 

chaplaina bas stated the thesis that since Orthodox, Consern.tiTe and Reform 

rabbis were able to resolve their ditterencee 11 in r1 tua.l and .even to some extent 

in aellet while in unitmrm, that gre<lt benefit. abOUld abm.lbow be carried aver into 

civillan lite. Or an individual rabbi here and there resigns trca a aectarilm 
(Put 
under- rabbinical bod_y and atte:?!pts to work tor k'lal Yieroel - !or catholic Israel. 
lined 

rcls in 'l'hie ia the greatest problm of all !acing ua nut. 7ea.r and tor eve17 future 
ital.1ce) 

78'J.r here in America. Just as the Mediteranean Jews fashioned lor themsel ... ea a 

Hinhag Sepb&rdic, and north European Jen developed a JHnhag Aehkenaz - a aet 

ot habit•, cust.aaa, lava, traditions which tbe respective groups clung to, so 

11W1t we on this continent develop a Minhag America - a common denominator ot Jewish 

living, which will tranacend old labels ot Conservative, Orthodox, Reform and will 

repJ.ace our cleavages with a harmonious union. On1T in this fashion will Judaism 
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tlouriL.b and expand ~ the u.s. Only under t.he bennolent canow ot such a 

liberal, but all..-bracing Judaisa, vill Jen ramain deeply loyal to their tait.ti. 

This was the viaion1and drear! or ~epbm s. Wise. With thia were we, hie 

students, imbued.. I! ve succeed 1n ,iapl•enting in the second halt o~ the 20th 

centur,y, what he· formulated in vieion durlDg the first halt, ve will have gone 

tar to preserve Israel and Torah tor the vorahip ot God. 

Jfa1" these be our consecrated. tasks as ve face the 7ea.r 5710. 




