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o Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman, Temple Emanudl

-

Rosh Hashanah - 5710 - is one of the happiest which the Jewlsh people has
faced in many, many centuries, for we can look back over the last year and reflect
upon the miracle of the re-establishment of Israel and the even greater miracle of
the saving of 285,000 Jewlsh lives. Recent decades have been gloomy, with reports
only of Jewish murders, The past few years have altered history, and we witnessed
rescue and resettlement instead, As a result of this, we look forward to 5710 with
great joy and anticipation, in which even further gains can be made, and past
accompdishments consolidated,

I would not consider for a moment expressing any thoughts which might dilute
the first breath of pleasure we have felt since Hitler's evil ascendancy., But I
think it is typically Jewish that even in the midst of acclaim and rejoicing, we
should turn our thoughts to serious matters, as we appraise the problems of the
year ahead,

In the space of this article, I can merely outline the nature of these
problems, st up the agenda as it were - and leave the elaboration, the exposition,
the suggestions of remedies to future sermons from the pulpit or editorials froz the
press, As the year unfolds, perhaps there will be opportunities to deal with these
problems in public forums and discussion groups,

I would suggest, first, that it is not too early to begin to consider the whole
problem of strengthening American Jews in their religious faith, Most of our good
leaders have worked hard and diligently in Jewish causes of a secular nature - The
Zionist movement, the UJA, the B'nai B'rith - all of which was and is proper
and necessary, But sole preoccupation with these endeavors can result in the
growth of a generation of leaders not concerned with religion- and the synagogue.
Jews without religious faith are a paradox hitherto unknown in our history. It
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would indeed be ironic if American Jewry, the largest and wealthiest Jewish
commnity ever to exist should turn out to be the weakest in religious belief,

Secondly, it seems to me that in the years ahead we must work as never before
to overcome the ignorance of American Jews, This ignorance is not due to apathy
on the part of the masses, I think Jews are willing to learmm, I would place the
blame rather on the leaders, educators, rabbis and their techniques., Somehow we
have not yet discovered the means and methods of bringing the gorgeous heritage
of our history to the 20tk century American Jew. When we do so, I am certain the
people will come in great numbers and will be able to enrich the lives of our folk
by adding the wealth of Jewish culture to American culture,

Lastly, we must begin to concentrate on what I consider to be the most
important problem of all - the conseious and deliberate creation of a "Minhag America®,
an American pattern of Judaksm which can attract all Jews to its standard, and
which, ultimately, is the only way we will be able to rescue Jews for Judaism in this
country. I am convinced it will have to be a liberal and modern pattern, but it
will somehow have to retain all the warmth and fervor of ritual and ceremony,

. Some feeble steps have been made in this direction, The Association of Jewish
chaplains has stated the thesis that since Orthodox, Conservative and Reform
rabbis werc able to resolve their differences, in rd.t.ua.l‘ and even to some extent
in welief while in unifirm, that great benefit should sbmehow be carried over into
civilian life, Or an individual rebbl here and there resigns from a sectarian
rabbinical body and attempts to work for k'lal Yisroel - for catholic Israel,

This is the greatest problem of all facing us next year and for every future
year here in America, Just as the Mediteranean Jews fashioned for themselves a
Minhag Sephardic, and north European Jews developed a Minhag Ashkenaz - a set
of habits, customs, laws, traditions which the respective groups clung to, so
must we on this continent develop a Minhag America - a common denominator of Jewish
living, which will transcend old labels of Conservative, Orthodox, Reform and will
replace our cleavages with a harmonious union. Only in this fashion will Judaism
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flourich and expand in the U,S, Only under the benevolent canopy of such a
liberal, but all-embracing Judaism, will Jews remain deeply loyal to their faith,
N5 b tha vistentand drou: of Seephen S. Wise. With this were we, his
students, imbued, If we succeed in implementing in the second half of the 20th
century, what he formulated in vision during the first half, we will have gone
far to preserve Israel and Torah for the worship of God.
May these be our consecrated tasks as we face the year 5710,





