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Arthur Koestler

Suddenly, to her own surprise, she heard hergelf talking

in an even, almost bored volce:

--During the war one wing of the school was transformed
into a hospit&a,. Some of us worked as mnazg; ' . We
had some plastic surgery cases iy &
noses and looked Im obs
Jaw; one hream tm
hole in his thro So.

or lege sewn to their chi,ns to make a gra.:t taka - n]urlod

up like overgrown m&yo&. Mana hqﬁ hwda ﬁrlvelled up
like birds' claws, otﬂﬂ-s slept 'ltlth qp!n e?ba like fish
because they had no eye!:m One 'ld:\o hai iiardly any face left,
only bandages like ﬁlla' Inﬂ;nﬂs“ﬁn in the*ﬂilm wrote on
a slate before he diéd" Ao Hell with ch;, Youz's gincerely.'

I should have been hom-i‘ﬁ.qa. 'Bu’E o i’ouﬁa that I agreed with
him, so I knew that I was 108'!’.« Qgrhap_s I would have got over
it nevertheless, but one day a girl in the school developed
cerebral meningitis. 5She was only eight, but precoclous, pretty
and gay. She was very attached to me, so I insisted that I
should be allowed to nurse her . . . . Cerebral meningitis,
as you perhaps know, produces a headache which is considered
the severest pain caused by any natural disease. This child,
who had the silly name Toutou, lay for eighteen hours on her
back before she went into the final coma, and during those
eighteen hours she kept turning her head without respite, and
uttered every thirty seconds a certain cry - a high-pitched



bird-ery which is characteristic of cerebral meningitis. Just
before she went into the coma she had a short moment of relief,
and her eyes, which had already shown only their white, focused
on me. I bent over her and sald something silly about God's
great love, and she whispered into my ear: 'Hydle, Hydle, I

am afrald - because I think He's gone crazy and I am in His

power.'! Then, as I sald, she went into the coma and died three

days later. But this idea of a'dhild of elght got a 1trong
hold on me, for at that time I hellav:d that ndbady qlae before
had hit on it. It seemed to explain a lot of ththhi% the
sheer malign swuuty of the rimr moh had put. w child

chambers and the death-trains with the em.orrﬁ‘e You see, I
could not imagine the world without God juet as I couldn't
imagine myself as just tissue without heart and a mind, and
maybe I can't even today. lng:ngppggﬁﬁg”oouldﬁhgppen without
His will, and as those things kept hapfenina,ﬁfhb only explana-

tion was that God suffered from some malignant form of insanity . . ."

8he stopped, pulled herself tdgethﬁr and began to make up

er face: "There you are.
QFEE!!IIIF"? |

A complete conresslqn....'
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I MESSAGE TO THE CONGREGATION

Dear Friends:
I had the honor and pleasure of meeting many of you at the festivities

held recently in connection with my Installation as your Rabbi. These |

festivities were quite stirring and exciting and we all shared in the sense of
something greater than ourselves.

There were many of you, however. whom I did not come to meet, and
certainly there were multitudes whom I met only briefly, May I, therefore,
through the columns of the Bulletin extend to every member of this con-
gregation my heartfelt greetings and most cordial word of thanks for the
magnificent reception you have tendered my family and myself,

You have welcomed us with friendship and with warmth, and we re-
ciprocate these feelings most sincerely. [ hope thatas time goes-on we shall
come to know each other as individuals and members of one large family.

1 shall do my best to be a pastor and minister, but will need your friend-
ly hvlp and cooperation in this regard. In a congregation as Lugc as ours,
it is almost impossible to make the number of personal pastoral calls I
would like to make. If there are occasions of serious illness, I would ap-
preciate being informed so that I might help.

Primarily, a Rabbi is a teacher, and it is my hope that T shall be able
to bring to our congregation some of the lore of our people, couched in
attractive form, so that it may be understandable and palatable to the gen-
erations ahead. No teacher can transmit the bedy of his doctrine unless the
student is willing and eager to learn.

Nothing you can do will gladden the heart of the Rabbi more than for
you to attend the services religiously Sabbath after Sabbath, partaking in
the age old ceremonies and sharing in the wisdom of the centuries.

Besides being your pastor and teacher, I should like to be your friend.
This I hope to be able to accomplish at least with the youngsters of our
congregation. It is my wish to expose nwee[f to them in the various grades
of our religious school, and to <|(-wlup an abiding friendship which will
carry us into the years ahead.

There is much more I would like to say, but there will be time in the
future. Believe me, that I come to you in the spirit of humility and with a
most sincere desire to serve the members of this great and historic congre-
gation. The causes in which I labor, the goals toward which I strive, the
ideals which I seck to preserve and transmit, will all be more realizable if
you understand them and if we work together for them.

Thank you for all you have done to make our coming blessed. Thank
you for all T know you will do to make this congregation ever more noble
in the decades ahead.

Sincerely yours.
Herbert A. Friedman

RESERVATIONS OPEN
FOR PASSOVER SEDER
AT ELKS APRIL 9

For the fourth successive year
the Sisterhood and the Men's Club
will co-sponsor a Congregational
Seder at the Milwaukee Elks Club,
April 9th, the first night of the
Passover. Mrs, Milton Margoles
and Mr., David Meltzer have heen
appointed by their respective
groups to head the committees in
charge of the affair.

Rabbi Herbert A, Friedman will
conduct this traditional ceremonial
observance of the first night Seder.
Music, community singing and
games will be a part of the festive
evening. Reservations will be limi-
ted to the capacity of the Marine
Dining room, and tables will be
assigned in the order in which res-
ervations are received. A delec-

(Continued on page 2)

WANTED!!

Over one hundred men, wo-
men and children of the Congre-
gation to take part in the Men’s
Club Revue-Minstrel to be held
on Saturday and Sunday, May
10th and 11th. Anyone who can
sing, either solo or in a large
chorus, dance or play a musical
instrument, is urged to contact
any of the following members of
the Casting Committee: Joe E.
Smith, Lawrence S. Katz, Ed-
wurd Sadek, Herman Scholl, Ben

G. Slater, Charles Kahn, Eman-
uel T, Kroog, Milton Aaron, Wil-
liam Goldberger or Mrs. Ron-
ald Padway.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Friday, March 21
8:00 p.m. Temp
Social Hour
Saturday, March 22
9:45 a.m. Confirthation Class
10:30 a.m. Primally Division of
Religious School
Sunday, March 23
10:00 a.m. Elemergary Division
of Religious School
12:00 Noon. Sanhedrin Luncheon
and Meeting
7:30 p.m. Junior Con
Tuesday, March 25
4:00 p.m. Confirmation C
7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts
Wednesday, March 26
7:30 p.m. Religious School Com-
mittee
Friday, March 28
8:00 p.m. Men’s Club Sabbath
Service and Social Hour.
Saturday, March 29
9:45 a,m. Confirmation Class
10:30 a.m. Primary Division of
Religious School
Sunday, March 30
10:00 a.m. Elementary Division
of Religious School
12:00 Noon. Orchestra Luncheon
and Rehearsal
7:30 p.m. Junior Congregation

Service and

pegation

Tuesday, April 1
4:00 p.m. Confirmation Class
7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts

RABB

Friday Evening, March 21, 8

“What 1 Belicve About God”

A belief in God is central to any
religious system. Judaism’s belief
in God was the first monotheistic
system on earth. Our people, at the
very beginning of its history, dis-
covered the concept that there is
one God who created the Universe,
controls its programs, and is re-
sponsible for its direction. This dis-
covery came at a time when the hu-
wan mind was ahmost unable to
conceive the magnitude of this no-
tion,

Since that early moment of in-
sight, the Jewish people has spent
four millenia refining and definin
its God-concept. Belief in God is
difficult for moedern intellectuals to
accept. Somewhere in our modern
education the netion has crept in
that God is outdated and irrelevant.

I shall attempt to explain the
basie Jewish concept of God. and
its relationship with our concept of
Man and the Universe. Wherein

are God and Man partners? Where-

in are they antagonists? Is theres
valid God-idea which mode
people can find meaningf_ '

SERMON TOPICS

Friday Evening, March 28, 8 P.M.

“What 1 Believe About
the Jewish People

We Jews are a difficult phenom-
enonto understand, Outsiders of-
il to understand us. but we
must 1t be impatient with them,
ave often fail to understand
owselvest We seek to define our-

selves — fo determine exactly what
we aré 8 to delineate our form.
These priicedures are filled with
difficultyl and often frustration.

e§ we seem to catch an

aists so that we can draw some sort
f a figure of our own outline. Who

"are we? Where do we come from?

What are we doing on the stage of
history? Why are we so perduring
that nt)thing can cause us to dis-
appear?

The Congregation acknowledges
with thanks the receipt of:

A sterling silver Kiddush Cup,
beautifully chased in design, a cer-
emonial object produced by the
Union of American Hebrew Con-
gregations, from Mrs. Samuel L.
Schefrin in loving tribute to the
memory of her dear husband. This
cup was formally dedicated at the
Sabbath Service, Friday evening,
March 7.

A sterling silver taper for the
lighting of the Sabbath candles,
presented by Mr. and Murs, Richard
H. Teweles in loving tribute to the
memory of Mrs. Hugo Teweles,
former President of the Sisterhood.

PASSOVER SEDER
(Continued from page 1)

able dinner will be served at $4.00
per plate for adults, and $3.25 per
plate for children (under twelve),
including gratuities.

Reservations, accompanied by
checks payable to Temple Seder,
should be mailed promptly to Mrs,
Marvin L. Kohner, 4759 N. Cum-
berland Blvd.

A SILVER ANNIVERSARY
We wish to note that Congrega-
tion Bne Jeshurun voted to amal-
gamate with Congregation Emanu-
El at a meeting twenty-five years
ago, on Thursday, March 24th.
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SLATE OF OFFICERS
FOR ‘52-54 PRESENTED
TO SISTERHOOD

The Nominating Committee of
the Temple Sisterhood presents the
following slate of officers and Di-
rectors for the term 1952-1954:

President—Mrs. George |. Laikin
Ist Vice-Pres.—Mrs, B. P. Selig
2nd V.P.—Mrs, S. L. Bornstein
3rd V.P.—Mrs. Fred Goodman

Recording Secretary—Mrs. George
Lowe

Corresponding Secy.—Mrs. Robert
Grossman

Local Secretary—Dr, Ruth Stern

Financial Secretary—Mrs, Marvin
M. Kohner

Treasurer—Mrs. Irwin Waldman

Auditors:

Mrs. Mervin Marks

Mys, Emil Hersh
Directors 1952-56

Mrs, James Buchbinder

Mrs. Maurice Rosenzweig

Mrs, Clarence Veit

Mrs, Claire Krom

Mrs. Muriel Fredman

Mrs, Kenneth Flagg

Respectively submitted,
Mrs. Norman S. Abrahams,

Chairman Nominating Committee
Mrs. Herman A. Mosher

Mrs. James Buchbinder
Mrs. Ronald A, Padway
Mrs. Samuel L, Bornstein
Mrs. LeRoy Gordon

Mrs. A. |. Levin

IN MEMORIAM
We moun the loss of;
SOLOMON ]J. EISEN
SAM FREDMAN
ROSE FRIEND
EVA KIMMEL,
ARTHUR M. SHUTKIN

and extend heartfelt sympathy
to their bereaved families.

MAKE MINSTREL PLANS

MEN'’S CLUB SABBATH

On Friday evening March 28th
at 8:00 o'clock the Annual Men's
Club Sabbath will be held. Messrs.
Bernard Hankin and Henry Tax-
man of the Synagogue Activities
Comumittee of the Men's Club are
in charge.

Rabbi Friedman will speak on
“What 1 Believe About the Jewish
People.” Members of the Men's
Club will participate in the ritual.
A Social hour will follow the Sery-
ice when the Congregation will be
guests of the Men’s Club,

A BIT OF SISTERHOOD
HOSPITALITY

Members of the Sisterhood, act-
ing as the homemakers for the
Temple family, had an wnusnally
busy month preparing for the arri-
val of Rabbi Friedman and his
charming family,

A group of women helped re-
decorate and furnish Rabbi Fried-
man’s study and many hours were
spent in the selection of carpeting,
draperies. chairs, lamps, tables and
ash trays, so that everything would
be in readiness upon his arrival.
Other members helped prepare his
home for occupaney, Arrangements
were made for cleaning and paint-
ing, and household help was en-
gaged, so that Mrs. Friedman
would find her transition to Mil-
waukee an easy one. A committee
met our Rabbi and his family at
the depot and sent flowers to their
hotel as a special token of welcome.

Sisterhood members served as
hostesses at all of the installation
ceremonies and entertained women
guests from out-of-the-city at a
luncheon on Saturday noon.

It was a great plf-asurﬁ for mem-
bers of the Sisterhood to be able to
extend this hospitality to our new
Rabbi and his family, while at the
same time all of the usual Sister-
hood activities were carried on by
various :1ssign(’(| committees,

COMMITTEES BUSY
SETTING STAGE FOR
MEN’S CLUB REVUE

Nearly one-hundred members of
the Temple Men’s Club have ac-
cepted committee appointments,
and are now busily engaged in
planning the First Annual Revue-
Minstrel Show to be held at the
Shorewood High School Auditor-
ium on May 10-11, Mrs. Ronald A,
Padway and Mrs. Muriel Fredman
have been appointed by the Sister-
hood to form committees and to
extend cooperation to help assure
the suecess of the affair.

According to Dr. Samuel Granof,
General Chairman, a huge chorus
of mixed voices will be needed for
the minstrel portion of the show,
and it is hoped that at least one
hundred of the Temple family will
participate. Robert Mann has been
appointed Vice-Chairman, Other
committee heads include Nathan
Berkowitz and Herman Mosher,
Patrons; Bernard Hankin, Sherburn
Adashek and Frank K. Levin, Gen-
eral Ticket Sales; Lawrence Katz
and Joe E. Smith, Casting; Harold
Pentler, Ushers and Concessions:
Jerry Berman and Charles Rubin-
stein, Program Book Compilation;
Erwin Abramson, Stage, Lighting
and Properties; Joe Smith, Music;
George ]. Laikin, Budget; Arthur
Krass, Rehearsals and Chaperones;
Burton Zucker, Costumes and
Mukc-up.

Talent is now being sought to
participate in the Show; and all
members of the Congregation, its
affiliates and their families are
urged to volunteer. Please call any
member of the Casting Committee,
whose names will be found else-
where in this issue,
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DR. HERMAN WEIL
D.iector of Religious Education

Ee&o;cm Sctoaol

MRS, ARTHUR KOVACS
Administrative Assistant

PLAN MODEL SEDER
ON APRIL 5 AND 6

Plans are being made for Model
Seders to be observed in the Re-
ligious School on April 5th and 6th.

Mrs. James Buchbinder, who is
in charge of Religious School ac-
tivities for the Sisterhood has in-
vited many mothers to assist her in
serving the symbols of the seder to
the children of the school.

Children enrolled in the school
will participate in the service, Cer-
tain parts are ussigncd to gr’ndes
and groups, including the Saturday
Hebrew classes.

SPRING RECESS

The entire Religions School, —
Saturday Division, Sunday Division
and Junior Congregation, will have
a two-week vacation April 12-13,
April 19-20. Classes will resume
sessions the weekend of April 26-27.

KENOSHA STUDENTS
TO VISIT JR. CON.

On Sunday evening, March 30th,
the High School students of Keno-
sha’s Temple, Beth Hillel, will be
the guests of our Junior Congrega-
tion. They will attend classes and
the social hour following,

THE UNION INSTITUTE AT
OCONOMOWOC, WIS.

Plans for a summer camp at
Oconomowoc for the young pcoph!
of our congregation are being an-
nounced. All people of confirma-
tion age and over are invited to at-
tend. There will be two sessions of
thirteen days each, beginning June
30th and July 14th. The cost is
$75.00 for the two weeks. We urge
our Junior Congregation members
and confirmands to go to the camp
in order to have fun, meet young
people from all over the country
and learn about Judaism at this
camp during the summer of 1952.

THE SISTERHOOD

ADULTS — $4.00 per plate

MEMBERS OF THE CONGREGATION

AND THEIR FAMILIES

ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO ATTEND
the FOURTH ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL SEDER

to be conducted by

RABBI HERBERT A. FRIEDMAN

at the Milwaukee Elks Club
Wednesday evening, April 9, 1952 promptly at 6:30 o'clock
CHILDREN (under 12) $3.25 per plate
Send reservations and checks, payable to the TEMPLE SEDER, to Mrs. Marvin L. Kohner, 4759 N,

Cumberland Blvd., Milwaukee 11

THE MEN’S CLUB

THE TEMPLE BULLETIN

2419 E. Kenwood Boulevard
Milwauvkee 11, Wis.,

Sec. 34.66, P. L. & R.
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THE ECSTASY OF PRAYER
1. PFiery Vords

The Lubliner asked the "Yud"; "ihy do you pray so fast?"

The "Yud" replied: "I love the words of the prayers;
hence I swallow them gquickly."

"But," retorted the Lubliner. "I too enjoy the prayers,

and yet I enunciate the words slowly."
WYounr words," exclaimed the "Yud," "are like flaming
fire, hence you must allow them to cool.“

e "Father, 0 Father"

eat enthusiasm, and
lamation: "Father, O

A Hasid was praying vith g

otherwl
certain

as his
The K saids:
"If one s, at

of
whereas other Zadiie ] :
of enthusiasm and'ﬂa- ! ; ng oice.

The Koretzeﬁ? nswgrea. hen a Zadd%;fbrays, he
cleaves in trdfH, to God, and loses all sense of corpo-
reality, as if his very sgulihad deairted from his body.
The Talmud tells s’ et in Seme DEOD
the body only aftar aat agoniuﬁxz Gl convulsions,
whereas in others it d;p rtswas Qquietly as one draws a
hair out of milk or of éys a kigsa"

6. The Unheeded Knife

Said the "Yud": "Do you wish to know what is proper prayer?

When you are so engrossed that you do not feel z knife

thrust into your body, then you are offering prayer aright."

by~ 9 e






DOROTHY NORMAN

MARTIN BUBER

The following interview with Martin Buber is one of a
geries of three interviews done by Dorothy Norman during
her trip to Israel last swmmer, The first interview on the
Israel actress, Hanna Rovina, was published in the November
issue of “Israel—Life and Letters” and the third, on Leonard
Bernstein, will be published in the February issue of “Israel—
Life and Letters.”

HE penetrating writings of Martin Buber have won
Thim a deservedly high place among contemporary philoso-

phers, His “I and Thou" theory, in particular, has
contributed profoundly to the most advanced humanistic
philosophical tradition of our time, stressing, as it does,
the interdependence of both man with man and man with
the universe.

As 1 visit Professor Buber in Jerusalem, and glance at
the many volumes in German on the crowded shelves of his
library, 1 cannot help but be struck by the ironic fact
that it was this gentle and learned man who, because of
his extraordinary scholarship and sensitivity as a writer,
was singled out to make a mew German translation of the
Bible, in Germany, before the Nazi onslaught.

I ask Buber what he thinks is the essential meaning of
the Jewish tradition, how it differs from other traditions,
and why, for him, he feels it to be preferable to other
traditions.

He states that essential communication of man with
man, and between man and God, has been decisively deter-
mined by the development of Jewish thought.

“If you read the Old Testament,” he suggests, “you will
find that everything in it, in reality, is based on a living
dialogue, The whole life of man is revealed in that dialegue.
Life itself — the entire world, and the whole of existence —
is revealed to us in the signs and the words that are as
though spoken to us in the complete reality of life.

“It was a preeminently Jewish ‘idea that God speaks
directly to us and that we answer in the language of what
we do and what we live, This idea, expressed in philosophica
terms, forms the basis of the subject matter of my book

“A Budapest professor recently wrote to me that
what T mean by my I and Thou* philosophy is simply tha
a solidarity of responsibility must be created between men
then there is a danger that the limits of good and evil
will be effaced because everyone will simply be considered
as being responsible for everyone else. This is, of course,
not at all what I mean to imply, I do not mean in any
way to abbreviate the personal responsibility of the indi-
vidual by making everyone responsible for someone else,
What I bhelieve is that T am responsible in the last instance
for everything that comes into relationship with me, but,
of course, everyone is responsible directly for himself.”

I ask Buber whether he believes that the way in which
he has developed his philosophy is specifically Jewish and
whether he thinks that his system of thought is both different
from all other existing philosophies and superior to them.

He replies, “I do not compare, I simply mean to try to
attain the truth to the preatest possible extent. I do not
think in terms of better or less great. 1 must see and

ON ISRAEL AND TRADITION

Dorothy Norman

accept the truth wherever I find it;, in any place, in any
culture. But we cannot strive for the truth in any way
except our own.

“I have learned from other cultures for my knowledge,
but not for my life-substance. I have learned from other
cultures that which has helped with my thinking about
truth, But as for realizing the truth itself that is a different
matter. For the Jews the truth is the main value in life.

“I am not speaking of truth for its own sake. What pre-
occupies me is whether truth can be actualized in human
life,

“Let us also consider the concept of justice, You ean
conceive of the idea of justice in a philosophical, a social,
o1 even a moral sense, I have been working on what might
be called a well-founded idea of justice for the Jew. But
I have been working on what might be called only the first
chapter. This is not interesting unless one has realized
the next chapter. The great question is how to realize it.
I am not speaking of chapters in a book, but in life itself.

“One must show how justice can be realized, not simply
for an individual, or as between individuals, but in the com-
munity as a whole. And here we come to a specifically
Judaic point of view.

“The Jew aims to realize what he believes in, in the
entire life of the community. Justice, according to the
Jewish prophets, must be realized in every part of the life
of the community, in every relationship involving the
community.

“The great question involved is how to do justice to my
neighbor. It is not a guestion of loving. Love is an individual
question. It is not a question involving the life of the
community.

“I a
cal

- o iversal low
a reality only as between individuals.
The basic question of the community has to do with ©

7 justiee. Justice can be demanded. Love cannot be a matter

of a request.
“If you knew Hebrew you would find a eurions thing. The
commandment does not say to love my neighbor, but to behave
lovingly to my neighbor. [Dative]. It is a question not of Fs
feelings, but of deeds of love, in which of ecourse the whole 4
personality must be involved. But there is no commandment’
to love what I do not love. -
“Love is greater than justice, But justice can be
mankind.

1eved

: Al @ to a person, or to
an association of persons, what is due them. One can give
to a person or to a community what is due them in certain
situations. The thinking at which T am aiming is situational
thinking.

“One’s general direction may be clear but what is im-
portant is to be absolutely specific about a specific situation.
In a given situation one must be able to see what it means
to render justice. If there is justice in a relationship then
there is no need of violence. No question of intermational
law need arise if there is justice.

“There can be a real relationship between people. If there
is, then there is no need for violence. I do not say that we

* Professor Buber has written an important volume entitled I' and Thou
{translated by Ronald Gregor Smith, T. & T. Clark, Edinburgh, 1937). In
the book he has stated:

“It. is simply mot the case that the child first perceives an object, then,
a8 it were, puts himself in relation with it. But the effort to establish
relation eomes first —the hand of the child arched out so that what is
over against him may nestle under it; second is the actusl relation, a
saying of Thow without words, in the state preeeding the word-form; the
thing, like the I, is produced late, arising after the original experiences
have been split asunder and the connected partners separated. In the
beginning i& reluation — ns category of being, readiness, grasping form,
motild for the soul; it is the a priori of relation, the inborn Thow."” {p.27)

“The communal life of man can no more than man himself dispense
with the world of [t, over which the presence of the Thouw moves like the
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spirit upon the face of the waters, Man's will to profit and to be powerful
have their natural and proper effect so lone as they are linked with, and
upheld by, his will to enter into relation. There is no evil impulse il the
impulse has been separated from the being; the impulse which is bound up
with, and defined by, the being is the living stuff of communal life, that
which is detached i3 its disintegration.” (p.48)

“If & eulture eesses to ba ecentred in the lving and continually re-
newed relational event, then it hardens into the world of It, whieh the
glowing deeds of solitary spirits only spasmodically break thraugh.' (p.6d)

“The more s man, humanity, is mastered by individuality, the deeper
does the I gink into unreality, Inm such times the person in man and in
humanity leads a hidden subterranean and as it were cancelled existence
— till it fs recalled.” (p.65)




can get rid of violence, but ag long as there are not_real
relationships between national societies, as long as national
societies are not so constituted as to be able to overcome
their own inner conflicts, there must be states.

4] do not say that there can be justice between states,
for this very reason. The state is only an apparatus, a
powerful engine, necessary insofar as real relationships
between peoples are lacking, States cannot come to a real
understanding between one another, Peoples can. Represen-
tatives of peoples can. But the latter must be the true rep-
regentatives of their peoples. To be a mere political rep-
resentative is not enough for such a task.

“The conflicts between Arab and Jew over Palestine
could not be overcome by political action. It was possible to
come to a better understanding in private than officially.
Politieal representatives could not come to an understanding
over what should be done. They found that there were
obstacles hetween the two peoples involved. What it was
possible to achieve by way of personal agreements, through
personal contacts, it was not possible to achieve at the
political level.”

I ask if there are not certain situations that arise between
and among individuals that ave as difficult to resolve as
those that arise between states.

“If people mean to communicate,” Buber replies, “they
can do so, Even when there is a conflict of interest with
respect to individual lives, real communication can help
us to distinguish between real and fictitious opposition of
interests and in such a way as to vestrict a problem fo be
resolved, As a result, it will be easier to resolve the problem,
again by way of immediate and true communication,

“What I am attempting to teach is not altruism,” Buber,
explains, “but simple humanity. This means not aiming at*
what is of use at the moment, but at greater ends. The
interest of my entire life is greater than the interest of
any moment. The latter interest is mof my true interest.
If it is one’s entire life, one's very soul, one's whole being
and existence that concern one,, rather than merely the
moment, then ome's point of view as to interest will differ
from that of a person concerned only with the moment.

“If there are moments when one reaches what might be
called a unity of being, or of soul — I prefer to use the
word being, since I do not distinguish substantially between
soul and body — then one can say that the whole person is
unified. In moments when one decides something with all
of one’s power and intensity — decides not with just part
of oneself, but with all of oneself, to act in a manner that
is beyond the smaller interest of the moment — then one
may say that one is unified.

“Conflicts can be overcome to the extent that true inter-
ests prevail and true communication is established.

“I do not mean to abolish argument or discussion, But I do
believe it possible to overcome those conflicts that are not
ultimate.

“One cannot abolish human tragedy, the tragedy of two
human beings existentially opposed to one another, as ome
cannot abolish such simple facts as illness and death. But
one must aim at wiping out conflicts rooted in differences
between man and man to the greatest possible degree.

“Naturally there aré bound to be differences between one
man and another. Sometimes one can even get at the root
of the differences between people and still not overcome

them because of ultimate differences or oppositions. I, as a
man, do not know how to overcome all oppositions between
people. But I mean to try to overcome conilicts wherever
possible, Not ultimate conflicts. But at least those that are
only momentary and not real oppositions, and therefore
c¢an be overcome,

“Tp live as a man means fto live in sone medsure trag-
ically. There is sense in everything, Everything, even death,
everything has a real meaning. I do not wish to avoid
anything. Everything is part of human existence. Suffering
and profound conflict are part of existence too, But what I
wish to do is to attempt to restrict conflicts to the real
existential ones.”

I ask Professor Buber why what he is attempting to do
is different from what courts, psychiatrists, mediation and
arbitration boards, associations of all kinds working to
resolve conflicts, throughout the world, are doing.

He replies: “I am afraid that courts, psychiatrists, arbitra-
tion boards and the rest do not get at the real problems that
arise between men, but only at the superficial ones. Problems
always exist between man and man, but only by changing
the relationships between human beings can one resolve the
truly important conflicts.

“We must learn what relationship between people means.
There is no such happiness as that which results from real
communication between man and man and between man
and God. One cannot avoid the real conflicts of the world,
But it is possible to change, by the influence of the spirit,
the relationship between man and man. When a man learns

about the nature of the relationship between his wvery

existence and the existence of another, he comes to know
what is the most important thing in his life — true
communication.

“The Jewish spirit is best exemplified in the talking with
God®, in revelation given and answered.

“When the Bible says, God said thus and so to me, that is
mythological expression of a fact, It does not mean that some
thousands of years ago God said something and that he is not
saying it now. It means that everything that occurs at all

{Continued on Page 17)

Phote by
Dorothy
Norman

'MARTIN BUBER

* “Many men wish to reject the word God as a legitimate usage,” Buber
has written, b it is so mi d. It is indeed the most heavily laden
of all the words used by men. For that very reason it is the most imperish-
able and most indispensable. What does all mistaken talk about God's
being and words (though there has been, and can be, no other talk about
these) matter in comparison with the one truth that all men who have
addressed God had God Himself in mind? For lie who speaks the word God and
really has Thew in mind (whatever the illusion by which he is held),
addresses the true Thow of his life, which cannot be limited by another
?;-;lwt:hnnd to which he stands in a relation that gathers up and includes
all others,

“But when he, tpo, who abhors the name, and believes himself to be
godless, gives his whole being to addressing the Thow of his life; as a
Th?é #i;n)t. ecannot be limited by another, he addresses God.” (I and Thow,
pp.ih-1h.

“Men do not find God if they stay in the world, They do not find Him

if they leave the world. He who goes out with his whole bheing to meet his
Thon and earries to it all being that is in the world, finds Him who
cannot be sought.

“Of course God is the ‘wholly Other'; but He is also the wholly Same, the
wholly Present. Of course He is the Muyaterium Tremendum that appears
and overthrows; but He is also the mystery of the self-evident, nearer to
me than my [I.

“If you explore the life of things and of conditioned being yon come to
the unfathomable, if you deny the life of things and of eonditioned bheing
vou sgtand before nothingness, if you hallow this life you meet the living
God." (I and Thou, p.78.)

“God cannot be inferred in anything — in nature, say as its author, or
in history as its master, or in the subject as the self that is thought in ft:
Something else is not 'given' and God then elicited from it: hut God is
the Being that is diveetly, most nearly, and lastingly, over against us,
that may properly only be addressed, not expressed.' (I and Thou, pp.80-81.)

Poge &
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poetry

AIN BE'AIN (Facing It). Poems by Meir Mohar. Ed.
Hebrew Writers' Association and Duvir, Tel Aviv.

Naturally inclined to elegy, the author has a very real cause
for grief in this volume of verse which is dedicated to the
memory of his two sons who fell in the War of Libeération.
“Your world, O Almighty, lacks harmony without our sons
whom your savages have killed",

But not all the poems are litanies: by far the greatést part
are lyrical confessions of a highly sensitive poet with an
almost Wordsworthian love for nature’'s beauty. “Nations I
hate! T only like children and scholars, and ingenuousness
like that of a cow that grazes In silence when the sun is low."

S.S.

philosophy

TEVA, MUSAR U-MEDINUIT (Nature, Morals and
Politiecs) By B. F. Weltsch, Mosad Bialik, Jerusalem.

This book deserves serious study, It re-examines the old
question whether moral politics is possible at all, or whether
the fate of nations is determined by egoism and force alone.

In his search for the motive forees behind polities, Dr.
Weltsch discusses, in the first place, what' he calls the
“"Symptoms'”. Here, the fact emerges that the programs
of all political parties are based on moral values, such as
freedom, peace or justice, In reality, however, polities leads
to & cruel struggle for survival in which the natural instincts
of self-preservation and power dominate,

There is an element of tragedy in the conflict between
Spirit and Nature: the very birth and existence of the spirit
depend upon nature; in nations as in individuals, degeneration
of the body caugses degeneration of the spirit, Is it then inev-
itable, in view of the superior power of nature that in this
conflict nature, that is force, will always be victorious!

An answer to this question is attempted in the second part
of the book, entitled "Diagnosis'". For its existence, spirit
requires only a minimum of Nature, a standard of living,
Increase in territory or natural resources, for example, is not
necessarily accompanied by a similar growth of the spiritual
standard of Btate. The author develops this theme in an anal-
yvsis of the struggle between force and spirit In various politi-
cal gystems, from fascism to democracy and communism.

In the third part, "“Therapy,” Dr. Weltsch proceeds from
the elementary truth that natlons and states are morally
bound to fight for their standard of life, The determination
of this standard depends upon the realization of a "Minlmum"
and upon a courageous resolve to keep to the middle path,
to unmask the treacherous forces inherent in Nature,

F. Thieberger

ON ISRAEL and TRADITION

{Continted from Page §) Dorothy Norman

times is a kind of language between God and man, It means
that God is speaking always. It is simply that sometimes there
are ears to hear and at other times there are not. Generally
there are not.

“I know that ears to hear are scarce; that now one might
say they are too scarce.

“We live in a time of darkness, to be compared to an eclipse
of the sun, This does not mean that the seer now emits less
light than at other times. It is simply that we do not now see
what is to be seen, or hear what is to be heard.”

I ask Buber whether he believes that the ages in which
the great prophets have spoken have, in truth, been the
darkest of all ages — since what has been said has, in
general, not been heard — or whether the ages in which
the great prophets have spoken are rather the great ages,
becanse at least some voices have spoken out, even though
what has been said has not necessarily been followed.

Buber: “When I think about the great prophets of Israel
I see that although the people did not obey them they were
supported by the people who recognized their moral au-
thority. I see that even though people did not have the
courage to do what the prophets said needed to be done, at
least they really heard what the prophets said. Perhaps
the multitude did not hear, but an anonymous group, a cer-
tain group, must have heard and supported them. Such a
group may have been dispersed, but it existed.

“The people, of course, undoubtedly did not have the
courage to go to the court of the king and to ingist that what
the prophets said should be done must be done, But at least
there was undoubtedly a direct relationship between the
people and those solitary men we have come to call the
prophets,

“There are certain epochs when there is a linking up
between a man of the spirit and a people, and then there
are epochs of greater isolation for both the people and the
men of the spirit. Today we are living in an epoch of
isolation of the spirit. There is a tragedy of the spirit.
We do not know how to change the situation. But we must
hope for a better period.

“Dr. Brock Chisholm, the well-known mental health expert,
has said that the mental sickness of the atomic age iz that
men are going toward suicide. I believe in the reeducation
of youth, as opposed to the suicide idea.

“Tt is even possible to educate adults, even if they do not
want to be reeducated. The child, at least, does not think
about the question. He does not fight against being educated
as do adults,

“Adults feel themselves helpless and they want help,
consolation, direction — in spite of everything. Perhaps a
way can be found to give them what they need,

“I have founded a school for adult teachers here in
Jerusalem. There are all kinds of different people who come
to the school, Some want to be helped and guided, to receive
direction, to be told about the various problems that exist
in the world. Some want only knowledge, but not guidance,
The second type influences the first. The influence is negative.

“But I feel that slowly there is going to be a change, that
there will be a reawakening, The real way of real history
is slow; real history moves only slowly. Perhaps the slow
tempo according to which we may be changing for the better
may be called the tempo of God. It is not what we call
history in the ordinary sense, but an inner, hidden history
that is the real one, Its tempo is slower than that of outer
history., Only after many years perhaps will there be a grasp-
ing of the fact that something has changed. Even when
something that iz said is not a deciding influence on what
happens at a given moment, a hidden influence may he at
work that may develop only after generations. We can see
decay, we can even think that nothing is resulting from
what is being said, but often our lot may be affected after
a long period by what has been said long ago.”

Page 1T
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SABBATH SERVICES
Fridaa' Evening, January 1llth, 8:15 P.M.

RABBI HERBERT A. FRIEDMAN
will speak on

"THE HIDDEN GOD OF PROFESSOR BUBER"

This past week we had the privilege in Den-
ver of hearing one of the greatest religious
thinkers of this centiiry -~ Professor Hart.in
Buber, He feapge;l.m of man and God as

e relationship. But t.here
mtmsﬁmﬂa‘mmu broken
and God rs to be hidden, This seems
to be one of those tines in history. Vhere
was God when His people were being butchered
at Aushuitz? I was privileged to hear Dr,
Buber lecture and I shall attempt to ex-
plain some of his thiriing'on this subject,

'KADDISH LIST
(Teken from Memorial Tablet)

Louis E, Schwartz Julius Wallbrunn
Augusta F, Veinberg D, C, Schoenberg
Bessie Rodman Max L, Kahn
Tillie Friedman Carrie S, Friedman
Samuel Lehmann Morris Cohn
Regina W. Levy Margaret Isaacson

JOINT MEETING OF MEN'S CLUBS of
TEMPLE, BM{ AND EDUCATIONAL ALLIANCE
Host Club - EDUCATIONAL ALLIANCE
Time: Jamuary 23rd 8:00 P.M,

More details later |
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consecutive Sabbath evenings at 8 o'clock
beginining
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Friday, February 6, 1953:

e dltacnable God
of Baal Shem Jov

Israel Baal Shem Tov (1700-1760) was the great
ecstatic who rediscovered the joyous worship of a
God close to all men. Not only the learned and
tutored could come to God with the study and sophis-
tication of intellecs, but the simple and the humble
could also raste the exquisite joy of feeling His im-
manent presence. A movement grew which unlocked
the secrec of God for many an aching heart. He
became accessible through' love and piety — and the
practice of the Chasidic way brought a warm friend-
ly God to a thirsting people.

——F—

Friday, February 13, 1953

Fthe Heddern God a/
Ml

Martin Buber (1878- ) conceives of all life
as communication betweernt man and God. In hallow-
ing life, one meets the living God. He is the "wholly
Other.” He is also the "wholly Same.” Everything
that occurs at all times is a kind of language between




God and man. God is speaking always. Sometimes
there are ears to hear and at other times there are not.
It is not God who breaks the dialogic relationship,
but it is man who hides himself from God. God
does not remain hidden from those who earnestly
yearn for him.

Friday, Febpiiary 20, 1953:
The Growing God of

Henry Slonimsky (1884 ) is one of the great
living Jewish philosophers' and theologians. His is
the genius of the spoken wvord, and a generation of
American rabbis has passecl under his spell. He has
inspired and opened vistas to those twentieth-century
minds truly seeking a credible God. His formulation
of a God requiring the courageous aid of man to
overcome evil finds a sympathetic response. All who
are caught in the dilemma of wanting to believe, yet
not being able to do so, can turn to Slonimsky for a
fresh and vigorous faith.




THE HEART YEARNS

Thehemyenmmtmheleftnbu. The soul of
man forces him to think of the cosmos, for lone-
someness is harder to bear than the most difficule

riddle. We must integrare with a larger pattern or

perish. Hence the need for God.

Some can run freely to. God and embrace Him in
an uninhibited display of love. Others draw near, as
if to touch the hem of the cloak, but hesitate, either
in fear of what thcy_wi_l![mmﬂh:ﬁfmo&un-
m.bm&mhm‘ﬁmﬁﬁ&pﬁmddds
not the age of the myseic:. Mlﬁcm&ddﬁ
hunger nevertheless.

thmmimﬁnmmfu
help. Man lives both. yichin dnd without. From
within we can draw upon the intuitive feeling of a
mysterium tremendwm which gives each a glimpse
of infinity. From without, we can draw upon the
heritage of books and the men who have wrestled
with the riddle before.
If, in the course of these sermons, some souls are
shall be

elevated or others made more peaceful, I
well repaid.
HAF.
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