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REPORT ON THE JEWS IN FRENCH MCROCCO
Sermon Delivered on 13 November 1953

Tucked away in the northwest corner of Africa 1ie
the neediest Jewleh community in the world today. In a
strange and far-off place called French Morocco, remote from
the travelled highways of the world, there existe a community
of 2 million Jews living among 8 million Moslems, Arabs and
Berbers. They are spread across & territory from the Atlantic
Ocean to the Sahara Desert. They live in crowded filthy quarters
in the large cities as well as in distant villages in the Atlas
Mountains. They are mainly the descendants of those Sephardic
Jews who were expelled from Spain in 1492 and who found their
troubled way across Gibraltar into North Africa. In the city
of Marrakech, far to the south, an exotlc place of strange
flowers and huge walls, where Winston Churchill often goes
to paint, we calculated the Hebrew dates on the stonee in
the graveyard and found the oldest to be of 1559, although

local legend has it that there ars others still older.

Travelling, telking, looking, learning -- making
our way through this fascinating and troubled part of the
Jewlsgh world -- was like exploring a different planet. It
hardly seemed real -- hardly seesmed related to the areazs of
Jewlsh 1life with which we of the West are familiar,

The basis of the problem in Morocco stems from a
triangular situation -- French, Arab and Jewish. Casablanca
is today a bustling, modern port city of almost a million
people, well-known because of the meeting held there sarly



in 1943 between Churchill, Rocsevelt, De Gaulle and others at
the Anfa Hotel. But 40 years ago, Casablanca was a primitive
walled town of 50,000 ragged inhabitants. The transformation
occurred in the four decades since France assumed the protectorate.
The French arrived in 1912 and started to develop and exploit.
Let ue not here go into the general problexm of colonialism.

The western liberal stereotype that all forms of colonlalism

are evlil per se does not always hold up in the face of realities.
The French brought much to Morooco, and while it 1s true that
the area hasg served as a source of great wealth for France,

8ti1ll the local population has benefitted greatly through the

introduction of schools, hospltals, roads and factories.

At any rate, colonial empires are being broken up
all over the world today, and Morocco is no exception. The
Arabs want their independence from the French and are pressing
hard for it in the United Nations. It is inevitable, with the
precedents of India, Indonesla, kEgypt and other areas in the
past few years, that they will achleve it, at least in some
measure. But the struggle 1ls bitter and difficult.

The Arab nationalist party is called Istiglal,
and 1ts members fight the French wlth terror as well as by
political pressure. There are shootings and incidents daily.
While we were there, on a Monday, the French arrested 20
members of the Istiglsl on charges of being terrorists in
poesession of arms and munitione. On Tuesday, the Istiglal

struck back by murdering, on a busy downtown street, an Arab



who had spéken favorably of the new pro-French sultan. This
type of thing occurse every day. There is a constgnt sense of
tension in the Arab struggle against the French.

The Jewe are caught, as the third party of the triangle,
right in the middle. There is a little questicn that the fate
of the Jews is tied tc the fate of the French. While the
French are in power, the Jews feel more or less sSecure. If
the power and prestige of the French declines,the security of
the Jews will grow more doubtful., Hatred between Jew and Arab
is a matiter of anclent tradition, long antedating the estab-
lishment of Israel. It is a mistake to assume that the sting
of defeat in the Arab-Israel war of 1948 touched off new
animosities. The antagonisms are old and deep. Let me give

you an example.

In the o0ld bazaar of Marrakech, there is a quarter
of Jewlsh artisans who make copper traye by hand, hammering
out really beautiful patterns. They bend over the anvils
in 1little cubby-holes for 15 hours daily, sitting on mud floors,
the youngest chlldren already learning the craft. We wit-
neseed 2 scene in which an Arab was bargaining with a Jew over
the purchase of a platter. The conversation went something
like this —--
Arab: I love thie beautiful tee tray, made by your
unworthy Jewish hands. How much must I pay
to free this lovely thing from your dirty
grasp?
Jew: It saddens me to let this object of my labor



pass into your lecherous fingers for any price.
Arab: Don't be so moral. You would sell your mother
for money.
Jew: Give me your filthy money - and may the beautiful
tray be sclled by your filthy use.

This was not merely Oriental bargaining -- although
it was undoubtedly partly that —- but a symbolic representa-
tion of underlying tension and bad blecod.

In all quarters and circles, we were made to feel
that the Jewish future in Morocco under an independent Arab
rule, without the restraining hand of the French, would be
disastrous. We heard this from responsible leaders of the
Jewish community; from ordinary people on the etreets; from
officlals of the JPC; from Jewlsh business people whose roots
go back several generatione. One merchant, who was economically
stable, whose children nhad received European educations, whose
status was relatively very high, started to perspire visibly
when, at tea in his home, we put this question about the Jewish
future. He admitted without hesitation that Jews would simply
find 1t untenable if the French witndrew, and that actual
physical safety would lie only in emigration. Emigration from
Moroccco, incidentally, means only to Israel, since the masses

would be inadmiseible to America.

How do these masses of Jews live? Of 80,000 in
Casablanca, 50,000 reside in what 1s called the Mellah. This
is a ghetto worse than anything I have ever seen in my life,

The DP camps of Germany and Auetria after the war are very



familiar to me. The tent encampmente in Israel of 3 and 4 years
ago are equally familiar. I have seen slums of the meanest
quality in American and Eurppean cities. Absolutely nothing
can be compared to a mellah -~ hence it is indescribable by
our concepts. There are crooked little alleys, often no more
than a yard or two wide, containing low doors through which
one crouches to emerge into 2 court around which are dozens
of little openings that are literally holes in the wall. In
each hole or room, which has no lights, water, or air, there
are living unbelievably large numbere of people. Families are
huge - birth control is unknown. Usually there 1s one bed,
on, under and around which, sleep 6 to 10 people. There

are often mo table or chairs. Oooking is done on the floor,
as is eating. There 18 no question of sanitation. Water in
the mellah is sold by water—carriers. The average earnings
of the head of a family, with 7 or 8 children, amount to

§350- 400 per year,

It 1s fantastic to realize that people pass through
the mellah walls each day, see life outeide, work outside,
and then return to this festering, stinking place to slecpe.
We saw pretty young girls, dressed 1ln presentable western
clothing, going out to work in shops and offices, and coming
back at the end of the day. We saw others, who, having made
the break, swore they would never return, and took rooms
outside, altnough that meant separation from family. There
ie a soclal ferment going on at the moment, which will eventually
lead to the dissclution of the mellah, unless there 1s a forced

emigration first.



The soclal ferment is partly due to the expanding
horizons of the younger generation, and partly due to the
extensive program of health, welfare and education which is
being supported by outside agencies such as our own AJDC.
When you bring health, welfare and modern education to people,
you make them unhappy and dissatiefied with the cubby-hole.
Let us not go into the question whether we do them any favor
or not. There are thosewho would say, "Leave them in the
cubby-hole, they know no better®. Yet, I think few would
subscribe to that. Progrees means irritation, agitation, ex-
citement, advancement in the face of all kinds of difficulties.
And, I for one feel it is right and proper to teach them to
be dissatisfied with what they have, so that they may strive

for better.

Let me give you a few examples of the kind of programs
and preojects that are going on to increase the rate of disolu-
tion of the old pattern. We saw a large polyclinic of four
storiés. The place was a beehive of mothere and children.

OCne of the nasty dlseases of Moroceco is PARCH, or Favus
(teigne, tinia). It invades the sealp of children and causes
running pusey sores. At the clinic a mass attack is being
made on this scrofulous thing. A battery of X-ray machines
has been brought in. The child's head is placed under X-ray
and after several exposurese, the hair falls out. In the next
room there are about 25 nurses, locally trained (which was no
emall task), plucking individusl subcutaneous hairs with

tweezers, to get every single follicle. The skulls are swabbed

in may successive treatments with various medlcaments. Bandaged



heads or egg-bald heade of children are both a most common
sight in the Jewlsh parts of the city. Gradually the hair
grows back, free of the disease, and the clean curly locks
are matched only by tne smile on the face of the emancipated

boy or girl.

In this same cliniec, there are departments for many
other things - such as care of new-born bables, how to wrap,
feed, take temperature - all matters of routine which secm so
commonplace to us, but which constitute a very real revolution
to people bereft of these benefits until 4 years ago.

Down in the basement of the clinic there is a modern
sanitary milk plant, under the control of a young Dutch boy.
Machinery has been brought in to sterilize the bottles, fill
them automatically, QEal them hermetically, and thep, of all
miracles, pasteurize them. Every mother, bringing a baby or
cnild to the clinic for any kind of treatment, gets 4 pint bottles
at each visit. Medical care and milk are both fBee. As an
aside, let me say that 1t was quite a thrill to see, in the
mixing room large containers of powdered milk, with the
gstencilled emblem — Donation of the Btate Dept. from the depot

at Eau Claire, Wisconsain.

You have all heard of the dread eye disease called
Trachoma., In Africa and Asia millions are blinded by it. It
is most common to see blind beggars sitting in the hot sun,
thelr eye sockets crawling with flies, crying for a pittance.
An experimental clinic has been set up by the JDC, right inside



the Mellah, for the cure of trachoma. In one area which we
would call 2 square blocks, 2200 people were tested. Of these
1600 had some form of trachoma. The resulte of treatment wére
startling. More than 400 were completely cured; another 400
were improved, and the last third showed no change.

The clinic was located in a sort of cellar. Children
were brought there 4 times daily. The dose each time was
aureomycin, 1% in solution. We looked at the cards of two
children who happensd to be there &% the moment. The dcctor
was a woman - 50ish- & refugee herself from Slberia, of all
places. ©She e:plu1n0i'that one child had been in 167 times
and the other 205 times. This indicated a period of treat-
ment from 40 to 50 days. Both children, screaming vigorously,
held in tow by a barefooted grandmother, were practically
finished with their eure. /Four precious baby eyes were saved
from the scourges The doctor told us that shortly they were
moving the clinic two blocks farther into the Mellah, to taékle
another 2000 people. The fight Tor 1life and health goes on
steadlly and encouragingly.

There are many schools all subsidized in one way or
another by the JDC. There are the schools of the Alliance
Israelite, where thousands of children receive secular and
religious education in both French and Hebrew. An organiza-
tion called Ozar-ha-Torah operates a school for 800 boyse.
There is even a normal school, under the direction of a

French Rabbi, an army chaplain, where teachers are praspared



to staff the expanding school syetem 211l over Morocco. There
are many kindergartens where the c¢hildren are taught to drink
milk ( which they disliked intensely at first, never having
had any) and to play constructively. One such kindergarten
was being operated by a girl who had been sent to Switzerland

to get her own educasion and training.

At all the schools, & free lunch is given the children,
the only hot meal many receive in the day. At Marrakech, we
stumbled across quite a scene. A young wom&an, who turned out
to be 22, was literally fighting at the entrance to the school
with the prineipal. She was the mother of 5 children. She
was trying to register her boy, 4 years old. The principal
was explaining that the boy was too young for the school.

The mother was shrieking that she wanted him enrolled, so that
he could eat. It was pitiful ~ and at the sz=m2 time indicative
of the very real nelp being given by the school and lunch

program.

In addition to health and education, the third
aspect of the JDC program is eccnomic rehabilitation. If
people can be tralned or sncouraged or alded to lmprove
themselves economically, they can hope to make a break from
the Mellzh. For there is no law exocept the law of poverty
which keeps them inside. Once he has a specific trade at
his command, the young man or woman has a fixed place in
the labor market and can always find work. This is the key

to freedon.
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ORT has a large and wonderful vocational training
school in Casablanca. 400 boys are accomodated on a boarding
school basis. A large workshop provides for metal working,
welding, woodworking, motor mechanics, and other special skills
which the boys are learning. There are dormitories for sleeping,
class-rooms Tor study, kitchen and dining hall for meals.
The noon meal we saw consisted of vegetables, fish, beans and

zucchini, and dates for dessert.

Just a few months ago, the first cooperative loan
society was opened. Here small loans are available, up to
$150.00, to enable a oraftsman or an artigan to purchase
tools which will enable him to earn more. These loans are
given without interest, are repayable in 12 months, and must
be approved by a beard which determines the merit of the
application. The original capital fund was $10,000, and out
of thousands of applicants l47 have been approved so far.
Most of the origlinal money is therefore out in eirculation,
and the rate of repayment is so succeesful that the JDC plans
to put an additional sum at the disposal of the soclety.

We read through one typleal historx A printer's
apprentice requested the maximum loan of $150.00 to buy some
type to set himeelf up as a printer. He made so much more than
he expected the very first month, that he volunteered to repay
his loan in # year instead of taking the full time. In the
long run, this kind of assistance is better %than all the
charity in the world.
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What 1s the ultimate solution of these quarter million
Jews in French Morocco (a2nd inecidentally, theilr --Brethren in
French Tunisia, whose situation is identical)? What can and
should be done? What conelusions did we reach?

It seems to me that the pleture is clear. It might be
very clear, I admit, because our visit was so short. Perhaps,
if we had stayed longer, the answers would have grown more
complex. But, we talked to a lot of people and got very clear
answers. And, therefore, the answers seem to fall into neat
categories., There are three major conclusions which emerged.
First, the future of Jewe in Morocco will be difficult, if
not impossible, as the Arabs continue to win more and more
independence from the French. BSecond, their immediate
emigration is &lso difficult, if not impossible, for Israel
cannot take them now, unlese there should actually be pogroms.
I shall explain this more in detall when I report on Israel
in two weeks. Third, 1t 18 therefore obvious that we must
use this interim period, however long it should be - 5 or 10
years - to continue to improve health, educztion and economie
condition, with an eye toward ultimate emigration. Life itself
thus will become more bearable, for the meanwhile, and Israel
will ultimately receilve a population whose general standards
will be conslderably higher.

One last matter. At the JDC international conference
in Paris, which it was our good fortune to attend, someone
asked the question why we should be concerned about these
Moroccan Jews. Haven't they always lived in squalor and

poverty? How far can we go to rescue every remote remnant
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of Jewlsh population? The uestioner went on in this vein -

expreseing the mood, apparently, of many American Jews who
wonder why thelr UJA money should be used in this fashion.

My answer to thls comes from the heart. I am convinced
that these pecple are good human materiel. They Rave been
ground down under brutal poverty and ruthless Arab oppression
for centuries. We have found them now in this condition.
Miracles have been wrought in the &4 short yeare that organized
help has been brought to them. They constitute a small re-
placement for the § million of Europe. If we have found this
reserviour, let us be not dismayed at the temporary burden
it represents, but let us rejoice rather that there are
those who can again be gathered in to enlarge the fold. Why
be concerned about them? Simply becamse they are ours.

In one of the villagee near the Atlas and the Bahare,
far from Warsaw and Berlin and New York and Jerusalem, a car
with American visitors stopred. The visitors talked to two
young boys, and with love and kindneas, asked "What do you
need, what can we send yout" Out of the poverty and the
want and the fear came the strong and simple answer ¥please

send us few Hebrew books."

Across many centuries and wide, wide spaces, Jew was

speaking to Jew.



{LO
TDpe7-
fi1f“7¥77alr*-af:. JELS
szﬂ-h-n\ Deds on 13 N awdoer e W l”ﬁﬁﬁlg‘:

Tucked away in the northwest corner of Africa is
the needlest Jewish community in the world today. In a
strange and far-off place called French Morocco, remote
from the travelled highways of the worlq,there exists
a community of ¢ million Jews living among 8 million Moslems,
Arabs and Berbers. They are spread across a territory ee

from

the A¥lantic Ocean to the Sshara Desert. They live in
crowded filthy quarters in the large cities &s well as in
distant vi;lageé in the Allas Mountains. They are mainly
the descendants of these Sephardic Jews who were expelled
from Spain in 1492 and who found their troubled way
across Gibraltar into North Africa. In the city of
Haﬂikech, far to the south, an exctic place of strange
flowers and huge walls, where Winston Churchill often goes
to paint, we calculated the Hebrew dates on the stones in
the graveyard and found the oldest to be of 1559, although
local legend has it that there are others still older.

Travelling, talking, looking, learning--making
our way through tnis fascinating and troubled part of
the Jewlsh world--was like exploring a different planet.
It hardly seemed real--hardly seemed related to the areas
of Jewish life with which we of the West are familiar.

The basg of the problem in Moroecco m;mangular
situation--French, Arab and Jewish. Casablanca is today a
bustling, modern port city of almost a million people,

well-known begause of the meeting held there early in 1943



between Churchill, Roosevelt, De Gaulle and others at the
Anfa Hotel. But 40 years ago, Casablanca was a primitive
walled town of 50,000 ragged inhabitants. The transformation
occurred in the four decades since France assumed the
protectorate. The French arrived in 1912 and started to
develop and expleoit. Let us not here go into the general
problem of colonialism. The western liberal stereotype
that all forms of colonialism are evil per ege does not
always hold up in the face of realities. The French brought
much te Morocco, a&and while it 1s true that the area has
served as a source of great wealth for France, still the
local population has benefitted greatly through the intro-
duction of schools, hospitals, roads and factories.

At any rate, colonial empires are being broken
up all over the world today, and Moroeco is no exception.
The Arabs want their independence from the French and are
pressing hard for it in the United Nations. It is inevitable,
with the precedents of India, Indonesia, Egypt and other
areas in the past Tew years, that they will achieve 1it, at
least in some measure. But the struggle is bitter and
difficult.

The Arab nationalist party is called Iat;glal,
and its members fight the French with terror as well as by
political pressure. There are shootings and incidents
dally. While we were there, on a Monday, the French
arrested 20 members of the Iatiﬁlal on charges of being
terroriste 1n possession of arms and munitions. On

Tuesday, tne Istiglal struck back by murdering, on a
{

buey downtown street, an Arab who had spoken favorably of



the new pro-French sultan. This type of thing occurs
every day. There is a constant sense of tension in the

Arab struggle against the French.

The Jews are caught, as the third party of the
triangle, right in the middle. There 1ls little question
that the fate of the Jewe istled to the fate of the French.

tred between Jew and Arab is a matter of ancient tradi-

less seewce. 34 & Y¥ion, long antedating the establishment of Israel. It is
shie
f?h:: ?i-:: : a mistake to assume that the sting of defeat in the Arab-

Israel war of 1948 touched off new animoeities. The anta-

: gonisme are old and deep. M A J-i}-'- mu*-—’)&é
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In the old bazaar of Hanakech,giewish rtiaana-Jhc

make copper trays by hand, hammering out really beautiful
patterns. They bend over the an¥ilg in little cubby-holes
for 15 hours daily, sitting on mud floors, the youngest
children already learning the craft. We witnessed a scene
in which an Arab was bargaining with a Jew over the purchase
of a platter. The conversation went something like thie--

Arab: I love this beautiful tea tray, made
by your unworthy Jewish hands. How
much must I pay to free this lovely
thing from your dirty grasp?

Jew: It saddens me to let this object of my
labor pass into your lecherous fingers
for any price

Arab: Don't be so moral. You would sell your

mother for money.



Jew: @ive me your filthy money-and may the
beautirful tray be solled by your filthy
use.

This wae not merely Oriental bargalining--
although 1t was undoubtedly partly that--but a symbolic
representation of underlying tenelon and bad blood.

In all quarters and circles, we were made to
feel that the Jewish future in Morocco under an independent
Arab rule, without the restraining hasd of the French, would
be disastrous. We heard this from responsible leaders of
the Jewish community; from ordinary people on the streets;
from officials of the JDC; from Jewish business people
whose roots go back several generations. One merchant,
who was economically stable, whose children had received
Eurcpean educations, whose status was relatively very high,
started to perspire visibly when, at tea in his home, we
put this question about the Jewish future. He admitted
without hesiftation that Jews would simply find it untenable
Af the French withdrew, and that actual physical safety
would lie only in emigration. Emigration from Moroccco,
incidentally, means only to Israel, since the masses would
be inadmissible to America.

waS§ RS o
How do these Jews live? Of 80,000 in Casablanca,

50,000 reside in what 1s called the Mellah. This is a
ghetto worse than anything I have gver scen in my life. The
DP camps of Germany and Austria after the war are very

familia to me. The tent encampments in Israel of 3 and 4

years ago are equally familiar. I have seen slums of the



meanest quality in American and European cities. Absolutely
nothing can be compared to a mellah - hence it is indescribable
by our concepts. There are crooked little alleys, often

no more than a yard or two wide, containing low doors
through which one crouches to emerge into a court around
which are dozens of little openings that are literally

holee in the wall. In each hole or room, which has no
}1ghta, water, or air, there are living unbelievably large
numbers of people. Families are hu@e - birth control is
unknown. Usually there is one bed, on, under and around
which, sleep € to 10 people. There are often no table

or chairs. Cooking is done on the floor, as is eating.
There 1s no guestion of sanitation. Water in the mellah

is sold by water-carriers. The average earnings of the

head of a family, with 7 or 8 children, amount to

$350-400 per year.

It 1s fantastic to realize that people pass
through the mellah walls each day, See life outside,
work outside, and then return to this festering, stinking
place to sleep. We saw pretty young girls, dressed in
presentable western clothing, geoing out to work in shops
and offices, and coming back at the end of the day. We
saw others, who, having made the break, iﬁ# they would
never return, and toock roome outside, although that meant
separation from family. There is a social ferment going
on at the mement, which will eventually lead to the die-
solution of the mellah, unless there 1s a forced emigra-

tion firsst.



The social ferment 18 partly due te the expanding
horizons of the younger generation, and partly due to the
extensive program of health, welfare and education which
is being supported by outside agencles such as our own AJDC.

Q""V.?:g’a
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V f'bﬂ We saw a large polyclinic of four stories. The
]
place was a beehive of mothers and children. One of the
nasty diseasee of Morocco ie PARCH, or Favus ( Teigne, tinia).

It 332:2;! the scalp of children and causes running pussy
sores. At the c¢linic a mass attack is being made on this

scrofulous thing. A battery of X-ray machines has been
brought in.. The child's head 1s placed under x-ray and
after several exposures, the halr falls out. 1In the next
room there are about 25 nurees, locally trained ( which
was no small task), plucking individual subertaneous hairs
with tweezers, to get every single follicle. The skulls
are swabbed in many successlive treatments with various
medicaments. Bandaged heads or egg-bald heads of children
are both a2 most common sight.in the Jewlsh parts of the
eity. Gradually the hair grows back, free of the disease,
and the clean curly locks are matched only by the smile

on the face of the emancipated boy or girl.

In thie same cliniec, there are departments for
many other things - such as care of new-born babies, how
to wrap, feed, take temperature - all matters of routine

which seem so commonplace to us, but which constitute a

very real revolution to people bereft of these benefits

until 4 years ago.



Down in the basement of the clinic there is a
modern sanitary milk plant, under the control of a young
Dutch boy. Machinery has been brought in to sterilize the
bottles, fill them automatically, seal them hermetically,
and then, of all miracles, pasteurize them. Every mother,
bringing a baby or child to the clinic for any kind of
treatment, gete ¥ pint bottles at each visit. Medical care
and milk are both free. As an aside, let me Bay that it
was quite a thrill to see, in the mixing room, large
containers of pewdered milk, with the stencilled emblem -
Donation of the State Dept. from the depot at Eau Claire,

Wisconsin.

You have all heard of the dread eye disease
called Trachoma. In Africa and Asia millions are blinded
by it. It is most common to see blind beggars sitting in
the hot sun, thelr eye sockets erawling with flies, crying
for a pittance. An experimental clinic has been set up
by the JDC, right inside the mellah, for the cure of
trachoma. In one area which we would call 2 square blocks,
2200 people were tested, Of these 1600 had some form of
trachoma. The results of treatment were st&rtling. More
than 400 were completely cured; another 400 were improved,

and the last third showed no change.

The clinic was located in a sort of cellar.
Children were brought there 4 times daily. The dose each
time wae aureomycin, 1% in solution. We looked at the
cards of two children who happened to be there at the

moment. The doctor was & woman - 50ish - a refugee



herself from Biberia, of all places. Bhe explained that
one child had been in 167 times and the other 205 times.
This indicated a period of treatment from 40 to 50 days.
Both children, screaming vigorously held in tow by a
barefooted grandmother, were practically finiched with
their cure. Four precious baby eyes were saved from the
scourge. The @octor told us that shortly they were moving
the clinic two blocks farther into the mellah, tc tackle
another 2000 people. The fight for life and health goes
on steadily and encouragingly.

};'ﬁAL;“” ,;ﬁg%f%yrhare are many schools all subsidized in one way

or another by the JDC. There are the schools of the

Alliance Israelite, where thousands of children receive
secular and religlous education in both French and Hebrew.

An organization called Ozar ha-Torah operates a school for
800 boys. There is even a normal school, under the direction
of a French rabbi, an army chaplain, where teachers are
prepared to staff the expanding school system all over
Morocco. There are many kindergartens where the children

are taught to drink milk ( which they disliked intensely

a2t first, never having had any) and to play constructively.
One such kipdergarten was being operated by a girl who had
been sent to Switzerland to get her own educatpm and training.

At all the schocls, & free lunch is given the
children, the only hot meal.;=;} receive in the day.
At Marrakech, we stumbled across quite a scene. A young
él??f'who turned out to be 22, was literally fighting at

the entrance to the school with the principal. She was



the mother of 5 children. She was trying to register her
boy , 4 years old. The prineipal was explaining that the
boy was too young for the school. The mother was shrieking
that she wanted him enrolled, so that he could eat. It

was pitiful - and at the same time indicative of the very
real help being given by the schecol and lunch program.

In addition to health and education, the third
aspect of the JDC program is economic rehabilitation. If
people can be trained or encouraged or aided to improve
themselves economically, they can hope to make a2 break
from the mellah. For there 1s no law except the law of
poverty which keeps thsm-insi&q; ~

ORT has a large and wonderful vocational training
school in Casablanca. 400 boys andslfGsmbeds are accomodated
on a boarding school basis#\ There are dormitories for
s eeping,.class-roéma.for gtudy, kitchen and dining hall for
meals. The noon meal we saw consisted of vegetables, fiah,

beans and zucchini, 'and dates for dessert.

ne? A large workshop

metal working, welding,

— g

woodworking, motor mechanics, and other special skills _
hich the boys are learning J‘once he has a specific trade at
shle command, the young man or woman has a fixed place in the

labor market and can always find work. This is the key to

freedom.
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Just a few months ago, the first cooperative
loan soclety was opened. Here small loans are available,
up to $150, to enable a craftsman or an artisan toc purchase
tools which will en&ble him to earn more. These loans are
given without interest, are repeyable in 12 months, and
muet be approved by a board which determines the-ﬂgg;tof
the application. The original capital fund was $10,000,
and out of thousands of applicants 147 have been approved
so fare Most of the original money is therefore out in
eirculation, and the rate of repayment 1s so successful
that the JDC plans to put an additional sum &t the dieposal
of the socisty. |

We read through one typical hiﬁtory. A printer's
apprentice requested the maximum loan or{ISB to buy some type
to set himself up as & printer.  He made so much more than
he expected the very first month, that he volunteered to
repay his loan in § year instead of taking the full time.
In the long run, this kind of aasiBt#ncé 1s better than
all the charity in the world.

¥hat is the ultimate solution of these quarter
million Jews in French Morocco ( and incidentally, their--

Brethren in French Tunisia, whose situation is identical)?
- < -2
What can and should be done? Whe{ conclusims dud wve A2l |

~It-seems-to. me tnat the pigture 1is clearﬁ\ Fpes,
rutureawill be difficult, if not impossible, as the

A=

Arabs continue to win morea:gd more independence from the
i

French. 8econd, theiﬂﬂemigration ag af=unow 18 also difficult,

if not impossible, for Israel cannot take them now, unless

there should actually be pogroms. I shall explain this more
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in detail when I report on Israel in two weeks, Third,
it is therefore obvious that we must use this interim
period, however long it should be - 5 or 10 years - to
continue to improve health, education and economic condition,
with an eye toward ultimate emigration. Life itself

will become “
thus beTOWE® more bearable, for the meanwhile, and Israel wi!
ultimately receiva“a population whose gemeral standards

will be considerably higher.

One last matter. At the JDC international
conference in Parie, which it was onrjéood-fortune to attend,
gomeone asked the question why we should be concerned
about these Moroccan Jews. Eaventt they always lived
in squalor and poverty? How far ean we go to rescue every
remote remnant of Jewlsh population? The questioner went
on in this vein - expressing the mood, apparently, of
many American Jews who wonder why theilr UJA money should
be used in this fashion.

My answer to this comes from the heart. I am
convinced that thece people are good human material. They
have been ground down under brutal poverty and ruthless
Arab oppression for centurles. We have found them now
in this condition. Miracles have been wrought in the &
short years that organlized help has been brought to them.
They constitute & emall replacement for the 6 million
of Europe. If we have found this reserviour, let us be
not dismayed at the temporary burden it represents, but
let us rejolce rather that there are those who can again

be gathered in to enlarge the fold. Iuh1 be concemed aholt
M“‘ s;h-.?l-l Poeasje T'.u.,l Ve DwYS .
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In one of the villagee near the Atlas and the
Sahara, far from Warsaw and Berlin and New York and
Jerusalem, a car with American visitors stopped. The
visitors talked to two young boys, and with love and
kindnees, asked *What do you need, what can we send
you?" Cut of the poverty and the want and the fear came
the strong and simple answer "please send us few

Hebrew books.*

Across many centuries and wide, wide spaces, Jew
was speaking to Jew.



amount to $350.00 or $400.00 a year. This 1s the situation
of 50,000 people in the big capitol city of & million.

It 1s fantastic to realize that people pass through
the mellah walls each day, see life outside, work outside,
and then return to this festering, stinking place to sleep.
It was amazing and very nard to understand to see pretty
young girls, dressed in very presentable western clothing,
to work in ghops or factories, and coming back at the end of
the day. We saw others, who, having made the break, and
gotten out, swore they would never return, and they took
rooms outside, which meant that they were seperated from
their families, But there 1s & social ferment going on
at the moment, which,in my judgement, will eventually lead
to the dissolution of this mellah, unless there should be
a forced emigration of all the Jewe first.

The sceial ferment 1s iqpobtant for us to understand.
It ie due to the expanding horizons of the younger generation,
and 1s also due to the extensive program of health, welfare
and education which is being supported by outside

When you bring health, welfare and medev™
education medisgats to people, you make them unhappyrand

guch ags our ocwn JDO,

dissatisfied with the cubby-hole. lLet us not go into the
guestion whether we do them any favor or not. There are

those who would say, “Leave them in the cubbyhole, they know

no better®, Yet, I think few would subscribe to that. Progress
meane irritation, agitation, excitement, advancement in the

face of all kinds of difficulties. And!I for one feel it is

right and proper to teach them to be digsatigflied with what



they have, so that they may strive for better.

Let me give you a few examples of the kind of programs

and projects that are going on to increase the rage of dissolu-

tion of the 0ld pattern. | There 4¢ 2 large polyclinic, which

has just been taken over, of four stories. The place is a beehive
of mothers and children. Hundreds and hundreds and hundreds
lining up and down the stalrcases, sitting on the tile floors,
barelegged, cross thelr feet, walting with an Oriental fatalistic
attitudg)tor the doector and the nurne'to come to see them.

One of the nastiest diseases 18 what was called in the Bible

or in old Jewish Lore PARCH W$hich doctors now call Favus or
teigne. A very nasty scalp diaoaﬂy;ﬂi invades particularly

the scalp of children causing pussy runny sores. At the

clint¢ a mass attack 1se being made on this scrofulous thing.

A battery of X-ray machines has been brought in. The child's
head ie placed under x-ray and after several exposures, the

hair falls out. In the next room there are about 25 nurses,
local girls from the Mellah ( and this is a miracle) they

have been trained to do this, taking thése little kids and
putting their heads between their Rknees and with tweesers
plucking out the individual subcutaneous hairs that the

X-ray did not reach. When the scalp is completely denuded,

then medicatione are placed on and swabbings occure. And

all over the Jews gquarters of Casablanca, you see thousands

of children running around either egg-bald or with their

heads swapped in bandages. Gradually the hair grows back, free of

disease now, and the clean curly locks are matched only by

the smile on the face of the emanecipated boy or girl.



And so he has got a key, when he can speak the language —
when he can occupy his hand with ahitrade. He can walk out a
freed man, he doesn't have to go back. What then is the ultimate
solutioni? What can and should be done®? What conclusions did

we draw?

R i e e L el S R T T

t might be very clear, I admit, because our visit ané—eur

e

2gnn::a;ann.anﬂ.ann-a-ig-t- was 8o short. Perhapa if we had o
' Cown
stayed longer, the answers would have &_'i- more eun!p‘.rglm

3“‘":3 talked to a lot of people and got vez'y glear answers. And,
-jwmws seenn Yo Fall m1-9, eateiorics.

therefore, .

- ' - _. _;-",-:.I.‘__-_'_J, e T— : e v

s

RS by ere are tﬁreé‘major conclusiona irad

. First the future of Jewa 1n Moroceo‘will be difficult
iT not actually impossible as the Arabs continue to win more
and more independence from the Frenchs. Of that there 1s no
doubt in anyone's mind. Second, #heir immediate emigration
to Israel is also difficult, Af not impossible, because
Israel cannot take them now. Unless, of course, there should
be a pogrom, a mass lmmigration, then Israel would take them.
I ;;;id more ;;out this when I talk of Israel in two weeks.
Is there then a situation where there is absolutely no future
for them in long-term prospects. The best estimates, incidently,
were, that Arab independence would come within a psriod of five
to seven years. Isn't five to seven yeaiﬁ,rather priceless on

your hands because Jewish life 1s untenable there and you would

therefore say, "Get them out now". But if Israel can't take

them now, that's the second conclusion you have reached, because
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