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TALK ON ISRAEL - 27 November, 1953

There 1s a saying in one of the commentaries that the last
is the best. The saying is well known to children. They save the
good things until the end. In reporting on this trip I have been
gaving the best to tne last as well. Tonight we talk about Israel,
after having dealt with North Africa and Germany. This visit to
Israel was the third in three years. It provided, therefore, a
reasonably accurate basis for judgment, values, comparisons un-
aduterated by any emotional prejudices but objectively sound,

as we saw from year to year what has happened.

I should like to report immediately and distincily the
first and probably the most important of all the conclusions
which we reached. That is that there has been a degree and rate
of improvement in Israel over the years which is quite beyond the
imagination. You simply can not belleve it unless you have seen
it grow under your eyes in successlve stages. The face of the
land 1s different in three short yesrs and was different each

year in the process, but was harder to recognize, as it is hard
to see a child growing inch by inch and over a span of years.
You suddenly realize that you have & growing thing, no longer

a crawling infant. And that was the conclusion to which we came
after going again the lengthcand breadth of the country; after
talking, until we were out of breath, withhindreds of people.

Two years ago and three years ago, the face of the country
was covered with tents. There 1s net a tent to be seen any

longer. Two and three years ago the country was covered with

aluminum and canvass huts. These are stlill to be seen in some




small quantitles, but there are great stretches of empty huts
whose inhabitants have since moved on to permanent and secure
houses. The physical transformation was the sharpest as far as
we were concerned. ‘There are roads today where none existed,
there are villages where none existed, there are full panoplies
of merchandlise in the store windows where two and three years

ago was emptiness. Emptiness in the heart as well as in the show

cCages8.

Today there is clothing, there is food, there are aminities
and there are even luxuries. It ie true that these things are
very expensive. It is equally true that due to a car=fully controlled
policy of deflation, money is a scarce commodity. So you would
say 1t is hardly very favorable when the shops are full and the
pockets are empty, but this is much better than full pockets and
nothing to buy. This is better from the economic péint of view
and better from the point of view of the psychology of the people.
In all of these material ways, therefore, we saw with gladsome
hearts, believe me, growth and strengthening and encouraging
progress of the country and we were convinced that this was not
a superficial or illusory prosperity,in relative terms. This was

founded on the basie of hard work. And hard work produces wealth.

The second conclusion to which we came is that the long
range future of the country looks better new thah it ever has.
In order to reach this conclusion, we had to go far and wide across
stretches which were unavailable before. In the last 18 months a

great and ineredible road has been cut through the hills leading

down to Sodom and Gemorrah, the places in the Bible which were



blanched, bleak and stricken with Ged's indignation. I could

gee why Lot's wife or anyone else's would turn to salt when she
lookeé at that terrain. It is as God forsaken as you could find
anywhere. And I can see why nothing ever was rebullt on that site.
Even at Troy, seven cltles rose, and even at Carthage, where the
Roman sowed with salt there were once again buildings. In Sodom
and Gemorrah there has been nothing for tnousands of years.

18 monthe ago this read wae cut. It is a very expensive thing.

The value of i1t was questioned. Until it was pointed out that
this was a link, an artery, a channel to get down into the vast

mineral wealth, which is how known to be in the Dead Sea.

Twenty Billion tons of chemicals have been assayed and
aporaised. Twenty billion tons of chemical forms the basis for
a substantial dollar preoducing economy. So you spend two or three
million dollars on a road, if in turn you will produce twenty or
thirty million dollars of chemicals and minerals last year. Seven
kilometere from the end of the Dead Sea, the first oll rig went
in four weeks ago. They are dizging at the rate of 35 feet a day.
They are not far down yet. They will go fifyeen to twenty thousand
feet before they decide whether they hit oil or whether it is a
dry hole and to be abandoned. A subsidiary of Ampal hss made
the firet drilling and the name of the well is called"Mazeltov"!
If they hit, then you can see what the future economic prospects
of the country are. If they do not hit this, there are oil
geologists who are optimistic about hitting elsewhere. There is
a Mr. Franklin whose relatives reside in our very city of

Milwaukee. He , himself, i1s from Dallas. Heésis the fleld geologlst



of the Husky 0il Company, Cody, Wyoming. Franklin sald that he
has four places on his map where he could put an X. He will not
tell you where they are. But one of those X's will makrk the right

spot, he feels.

Without belaboring you with all the detaills of how much
steel Israel will produce with the machinery to be obtalned from
German Reparations; without burdening you with fecnnical details
which I confess I do not often understand completely myself, I can
only say that we had the feeling, both on the information that
was presented to us and what we saw with our own eyes, that it is
no vain slogan to talk of the eventual self-sufficiency of Israel.
Just as the present situation looked to us to be considerably in-
proved, so the long range future situation looks, in a sense, if

they can ever reach it, even brighter.

These were not conclusion which we wanted to come to and,
therefore, reached. These were conclusions which emerged out
of a careful look at the faets. It 18 not all rosy. There is a
very serious problem of peace as you know quite well. All of the
things happened here, wnile we were there, and I am not intimately
familiar witnh the reactlions here in America to the outbreak of
guerrlilla warfare again. But I can only say that I was in Berlin
the night the raid tock place on Kibya and you should have seen
the German newspapers. In headlines which were a foot high, it
seemed to me, the Berlin papers trumpeted "Kriegsgefahr in Nahost"--
Danger of war in the Middle East"-- "Israel troops swarm over the

borders®. It loocked as if there were a great world war attack

in progress. I am not eure why the German: papers wrote the story



the same way. Therefore, this situation 1s not good.

Mr. Shareff, now the acting prime minister, but then the
foreign minister, analyzed the problem of war and peace before the
Economie Conference in Jerusalem. His line of reasoning was as
follows: We want pezce very much, It is to our benefit, to the
benefit of the Arab, to the benefit of world security. We cannot
get peace under the present circumstances for the pure and simple
reason that the Arabs have not adjusted themselves to the physical
fact of our very presence, Our emergence on the scene as a sovereign
power has left them speechless and actionless. There will be no
peace until they adjust psychologically to the fact that we are
here to stay. They do not believe that Israel is here to stay.
They hope for our military defeat or economic collapse or both.
They feel that if world war III breafs out, under a great mushroom
cloud of world-wide atomic bombing they €an go in and wipe us out
and nobody will notice what 18 happening in this tiny corner of
the world. If that is true, why make peace?

The second thought they have is that Israel wlll collapse
economically, any moment. Thelr boycott wlll hasten that collapse.
If that 1s true, why meke peace? With, therefore, these two in-
hibiting factors plus the basic rankling of the fact that they
lost the war of 1948, we have a stalemate at present. We have come
to the conclusion that the more we talk about peace, the less chance
there 18 to get it. If the Arabs are operating on the basis of
the fact that we need it more than they do; they will wait for us
to collapse, and the more we beg for peace, the more they will

withhold it.



He continued: Our role, therefore, is clear. We have gone
on the record for the United Nations and the United States as well
as all the populations of all the Arab world, that we want peace.
Having gone on tne record, we will not talk about it any longer.
But, we will simply assume a pose of keeping very busy, appearing
very self-confident, going about our business of expanding and
consolidating our state. And, peace wlll come when the Arabs
recognize that we are & permanent fixture on the ecene, not before.
Thies 1s the giat of the thinking of the foreign minister of Israel.
I submit that 1t makes sense.

Now what is the story behind the epecific Kibya episode?
This unsettled situation; this non-peaceful situation, this active
state of war, although undeclared, has been continuing since June
of 1950. ©Since that time there has been a United Nations Mixed
Armistice Commission toe check border incidents. Between 1950
and 1953, there have been in Israel 421 murdered men, women and
children. These murders have occurred in the course of midnight
raids, one, two, three at a time. A group of Bix or eight or
twelve men will come across the border from Jordan, will steal
sore irrigating pipe, will set fire to a2 barn and kill a few
cattle, will shoot and blow up a house and will quickly withdraw
within 15 minutes. The Israell police will follow to the border
with police dogs. There they will be confronted by Jordan soldiers
who will claim to have seen nothing. The incident is reported
to the MAC and that 1s.that. 421 murders caused the bloed to boil
and 1t finally boiled over. That 1s the pure and simple explana-

tion of Kibya.



Two nights before in the village of Yahud, one kilometer
across the border, a woman and two children (5 and 3) were lying
asleep in a one room tin hut. Two hand-grenades were tossed
through the window in tne smgll confines of the ten foot space.
What was left was nothing but mangled meat. And, two nights later
the Kibya raild took place. The people were not going to be re-
strained any longer. The big 1ssue at stake is whether this was
an attack by official Isracll army troops or wiaether this was a
raid of rataliation by outraged settlers of that border village.
There is apparently a difference of opinion.

Mr. Ben Gurion has made his official statement in which he
called it ridiculous to charge that these were official troops.
He stated that there was not & single army unit absent from its
base that night. General Bennike of the United Nations, however,
seems to disagrec and the vote of censure which was passed the other
day by the United Nations indicated that the good general's report
wes taken as tne truth. For the resolution referred to the armed
forces of Israel which made the raid. Ben Gurion sald that the
government did not sent military troops to attack an Arab village.
Ben Gurion sald that the government did give weapons to frontier
settlers to retaliate. There 1s a difference. Ther#is no question
that the equipment which was used in this raid was good equipment.
There 1s also no question that the shedding of innocent blood leaves

no one satisfied.

I want you to know what he sald on the radioc four nights

later. "Each one of us grieves the shedding of blood wherever

it may occur. No one deplores it more than the government of Israel
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if in a reprisal raid on Kibya, innocent blood was spilled. But,
all the responsibility rests with the government of Jordan which
for years has tolerated acts of murder and killing against the
inhabitants of Israel.® There is no glee, tnat fifty odd men,
women and children were killed. There i1s on the other hand no
apology that this took place. And, therfis the pragmatic fact
in the mind of every person in Israel that for four weeks after
that raid there wes not a single solltary border incident. And
women and children sleﬁt peacefully in all of the border settle-

ments.

The Mixed Armistice Commission of the United Nations has found
Jordan guilty in a hundred fifty nine case of border violations.
It hae found Israel guilty in twenty five cases. This dispropor-
tional balance with no Justice being done and with no effort to
carb theee incidents, let to Kibya. I pray that this shall never
be repeated, by I pray, further, that there shall never be a need

for men's passions to be aroused by constant murder.

The whole matter of Kibya brought up the question of the
military security of the State of Isrsel Rest you well with this
knowledge. The military situation of Israel is guite precarious
and yet there 1s a tremendous feeling of confidence in the country.
We heard a report from one of the officers of the general staff.
$his report was given in confidence. His figures will not be pub-
lished anywhere. His report indicated that the G-2 service of the
Isrzsel government, the intelligence service, revealed the facst

that there were on the border of Israel, 9% Arab divisions comprising



a total of 145,000 men. Israel is a stazte of 8,000 square miles
the size of Vermont. She has & lineal border of 730 miles. One
mile of border for 1l square miles of territory. We have one mile
of border for 170 square miles of territory in the U. 8. and we do
not guard that border. You can see the difference in the problems.
Israel knows that the total number of operational aircraft in the
hands of all Arab nations 1s four hundred. These are modern, useable,
non-obsolete. The Israel airforece is nowhere near 400 aircraft.
The total military budget of all the Arab states, it 1is saild, 1is
400 million dollars a year. If every person in Israel were to give
up every emce of bread in his mouth, they could not gather together

that kind of money.

And yet, the fact remalns, ( and here is what I meant by pre-
carious, yet secure, ) that there are more people under srms in
Israel than there are in all the Arsb states put together. You can
imagine what i1t costs. It is fabulous. The armed forces of
Israel consiste of three elements - the regular army; the reserves,
wno are soldlers on eleven months leaves ( they put in one day a
month and one month a year in the army); plus the armed people in
the frontier settlements. This situation breaks ther financially
and raises their morale to an amazing height psychologically. This
will go on for many years in my Jjudgment or until such time as the
United Nations says to the Arab states that they must sit down and

write peace.

What do I mean by telling you that morale is hign? We learned

it probably best of all from a gasoline station attendant in Haifa,

Ludwig Levy formerly of Hamburg. He has been 19 years in Israel.



He leaned his head through the car window, after selling us gasoline,
and would not let us go. He gave us a long lecture about how wonder-
ful 1t wzs to be able to sell gasoline in a free country, and also
made some very telling observations. He said,"Look, you do not

know what you have. You live in tne most wonderful country in the
world." He meant America. "You have freedom till it is running

out of your ears and you do not appreclate 1t. You do not kaow

what it 1s to live 1n a free environment and breath freely. Ypu
nhave many rich things, we do not envy you tnose. Some day we will
have good food too. But what we do envy you is your freedom. We
will have it the same way. And, we are going to be free, by God."
Then ne took his head out of tne window and saild, "And now you can
go." This 1s a demonstration. Thls 1e an appreciation of what 1s

valuable in life.

I told you thet there was & feeling of discrimination on
the part of the Jews in North Africa because of thne color business.
Many Jews have been leaving, I told you aboutthose who went back
to Germany. This question of the returnees was relzated to the
question ofmorale. How can 1t be sald there is good morale in the
country when people are leaving the country? Mr. Ben Gurion, when
asked about this, gave a personal story. He sald, "Do you know
how many people came with me when I came from Poland forgy odd years
ago? 80 people came, youth burning with idealism, trained in
Zionism, Chalutzim and so and 8o on. You know how many stayed?
Two. Myself and Mr. Ben Zwi who is now president of the country.
78 of them went home. Let the people gc who do not like it here

or cannot adjust. This is not a police state. They can go. It
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is not a sign of bad morale if they leave. Because those who
stay will build Israel.”

And, Goldie Myerson, known to many of you, substantiated this
with another very pilthy analysis. BShe was talking about the
draining of the swamps of North, which is a ticklish thing. We
were there, in the high drama of the night, when the Jordan River
was broken through. The water gushed and a few hours later the
whole thing was closed down by the Hl. N. The eletric lights of
the project were working 24 hours a day, and hundrels of men were
fighting time and nature. Not twenty yards across the river were
the Syrian soldiers, armed, standing on the other bank looking at
us. In desecribing ﬁhat_91tuatlon, she sald: "You know, not only
are we changing the course of a river, we are changing the course
of peoples lives. Because men who came from far off corners of
the world, where they know no freedom and felt no sescurity and
never had held their heads proud, now are working on the bank of
a river within 20 yeards of the enemy's guns and they do not
flinch. This is pride. This 18 courage. This is strength. We
nave cnanged the course of a people's 1ife.® I think she is rignt.
Quite objectively. Becuase I would not have liked, and I am a free
man~-- and I know the value of fighting for freedom, I would not
have liked to have stood day and night twenty yards away with
nothing betwen him and me except a vague plece of paper which he

might be tempted at any moment to ignore.

Let me try to sum it up. There is a certain relation-
ship to America involved here. Mr. Ben Gurion knew it full well.

He knew it when American aid was cut off and then was replaced
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some days later, but in the interim it was necessary to define

the relationship between Isrzel and America. And the relationship
is a clear one. There 1s great unending gratitude. Gratitude

on the part of the government and the people of Israel to the .
government and people, Jew and non-Jew, of America for the help
which we have given. There is on the other hand, the obversecof
the coln of gratitude, an awareness that gratitude can never
obscure integrity and that one must never compromise with the
truth as one sees it. They must pursue thelr destiny as they

see 1t without fear that someone else may be displeased with them.

And, to i1llustrate this point, Ben @urion told a story
of Hannah and the Seven Sons. Bow to the emperor because the
emperor is God. And son after son refused and was slain. And when
the seventh son, the littlest one, came before the throne, the
emperor almost begged for hls respect, his prestige, All of this
was at stake, in front of the little boy and ne said, "Your
brothers lived. They saw something of 1ife, they died. You have
lived not at all. You are young. Why should you die? You say
you will not bow. I will throw my godden ring upon the marble
floor. You pick it up. And in the. course of picking it up and
nanding 1t back to me, this shall be your bow." And the boy
refused, and was slain also. Mr. Ben Gurion said, "We shall
not bow for any ring even of gold." And everybody knew perfectly

well what he was referring to.

Relationehip with America is important for the future of
Israel. It will undoubtedly fluctuate. Lt us not be afraid

if it alters up and down, one way or another. Israel will follow
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the star of her destiny. We ae Jews of a different citizenshlp,

of a different land will be loyzal primsrily to the rules and
regulations of the land in which we live, which is Amefica. But,

we as Jews have every right in the world to make clear to this land,
which commands our first and only loyalty, that there may be facets
of the Israel problem which our government does not understand.

And this, 1t seems to me, will be the constant on-going relationship
from which no one should shirk or be afraid.

Let me conclude by telling you this.. There 1s no such thing
as an immediate solution to the problems confronting Israel. The
immigrants are still not absorbed or integrated completely. The
pezce has s8till not been made. The economic self-sufficiency has
gtill not been achieved. The export, import ratio is still six to
one. But just as it is trtue that the problems will be with ue
for some years, e® is 1t true that Israel 1s on the way toward a

solution. Of this thereite no doubts

Our role, it seems to me, 18 to understand the travail
through which she goes; to stand by her side in an historic part-
nership which we have welded as has she; to make clear to our
government what nher problems are; and to stay with her year by
year, decade by decade, should it be as long as that, until the
great slogan comes to pass. For she is a country based upon
Bible and science. The Bible has in it all of the challenge of
soclial jJjustice, purity and decency of the way men should live
in organized society. And science has in her hands the tools to
make life good and kind and decent and warm. Based upon this

concept of soclal Justlice and material well being, that land will

strive forward to a great destiny.



We as Jews, living abroad from her, c¢sn keep our arms
linked with her in the warmest kind of understanding and sympathy.
We, as Jews, will appreciate that destiny as we watch it unfold,
for 1t shell nourish us some day as we now are nourishing its
struggling pioneers. This symbiotie brotherhood, unbreakable,
comes down from many millenia of common hope. This partnership
will go forward into many millenia in the future in which Isrsel
and America will go side by side ae freedom loving, democratic
nations with the same objective of world peace. And tne two
Jewties in these two countries will live side by eide as free and
equal citizens, proud of the nations whose ecltizensnips they bear
and loving each other in a relationship of brothernoccd. I pray
that this will be the will of God.
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the last 1s the best. The saying is well known to
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well., , This visit to Israel was the thi®d in three years.

provided, therefore, a reasonably accurate baslis for Judgement,
values, comparisons unadulterated by any emotional oprejudices but

objectively sound, as we saw from xuar to year what has happened.

<454 1 should like to report !nly-disttnctly the first and

probably the most important of all the conclusions which we reached.
That 1s that there has been a degree and rate of improvement in
aba:maaun;rx whgch 1s quite beyond the 1magination. You simply

Can~ harre—
esulél not believe it unlesse you hkad seen it grow under your eyes

in successive stages, D

The face of the land 18 different in three short years and was
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different each yezr in the proaasa)but was harder to recognize as
it 1e hard to see & child growing inch by inch and over a span
of years. You suddenly realize:>that you have a growing thing,
no longer a crawling infante. And that was $6 the concluaioﬁf%;hﬂjh
carme after goling agaln the length and breadtlh of the country5
After talkingruntill we were out of breath{with hundreds of people.
éﬁ; Two years ago and three years ago, the Tace of the country was -

covered with tents. There 1s not a tent to be seen any longer.

h~'R Two and three years ago the country was covered with
aluminum and canvasgs hute. These are still to be seen in some
emall quantities, but there are great stretches of empty huts

whose inhabitants have since moved on to permanent and secure



houses. The physical transformation was the sharpest as far as
P M"f s
we were concerned, There -were roads where none exieted, there were
.‘
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villages where none existed, there were full panoplies of merchandise
in the store windows whers two and three years ago was emptiness.

Emptiness in the heart as well as in the show cases.

Today there is clothing, there 1s food, there are aminities
and there are even luxuries. It is true that these things are
very expensive. It is equally true that due to & earefully
controlled poliey of deflation, money is a searee commodity. So
you would say it is hardly very favorable when the shope are
full and the poeckets are enpty,fbat-fhia.ls much better than full

g1 and nothing to buy.

pockets
This is better from the economicql point of view and better from
the point of view of the péyehology of the psople. In all of
these material ways,therefore, we saw with gladsome hearts, believe
me, growth and strengthening and en§9n§aging prograss of the
conntry anﬁ_we were convinced thdt‘thia was not a superficial or
i1llusory prosperity, in relative terms. fThis was founded on fhe

basis of hard work. And hard work produces wealth.

The second conclusion to which we came 1s that the long
range future of the country looks better now than 1t ever has.
In order to reach this conclusion, we had to go far and wide acrose
gtretches which were unavallable before. In the last 18 months
a great and incredible raad_haa been cut through the hills leading
dovn to Sodom and Gemorrah, the places in the Bible which were
blanched, bleak and stricken with God'e indignation. I could see

why Lot's wife or anyone elseswould turn to ealt when she looked



at that terrain. It is as God forsaken as you could find any-
where. And I can see why nothing ever was rebuilt on that site.
Even at Troy, seven cities rose, and even at Carthage, where the
Roman %gﬁeﬁith galt there were once again buildings. In Sodom
and Gemorrah there has been not ngzwwigd;ghggzhégo this road
wae cut. It 1s a very expensive thing. The value of it was

gue stioned. Until’it was pointed out that this was a link, an
artery, a channel to get down intc the vast mineral wealth,which
is now known to be in the Dead BSea.

Twenty Billion tons of chemicals have been assayd and
appraised. Twenty Billion tons of chemical fcrq'a the basie for
a substantial dollar producing eeenpdia So you spend two or
three million dallara on & road, if in furn you will produce
twenty or thirty hgiiton dollars of chemicals and mineralg:f,g;;en
kilometers from the end of the Dead Bea; the first oll rig went
in four weeks ago. They are digging at the rate of 35 feet a day.
They are not far down yet. They will go fifteen to twenty thousand
feet before they decide whether they hit oil or whether it is a
ary holé and te be abdxddnedy Janpmetvl stveidisry sdGotnen with-
Ampal has made the first drilling and the name of the well is
called Mazeltong Zd It they hit,then you can see what the future
economic prospects of the country are. 4l If they do not hit this,

who @ dphwighe <bod Aith shoeSlae

there éa:thiﬂ geolog*atsand—tham_gﬂniﬂgia1_and—thgﬁe%herhgeoiogtat.
There 1s a Mr. Franklin whose relatives reside in hh&c very eitya7hmlm4i.
He, himself, 1s from Dallas. He is the field geologist of the
Husky 0il Company, Cody, Wyoming. Franklin said that he has four

places on iﬁg}map e2 where he could put an X. He will not tell
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you where they are.‘ﬁ)ﬁthouthlaboring you with all the details of

how much steel M&ﬂl produce with the machinery w
f$om German Reparationsi Without burdening you withmdmch
I confegs I 4o not often understand completely myselfJ I can
only say that we had the feeling’both on the informaticr that was
presented to us and what we saw with our own Byesy ‘ﬁhat it 1s no
vein slogan to talk of the eventuallyf self-sufficlency of Israel.
Just as the present situation lococked to us to be eonsiderably im—
proved, so the long range future situation looks, in s =ense, if

they can ever rezch it, even brighter.

These were not conclusion which we wanted to come to and,
therefore, reached aprssai. These were conclusions vwhich emerged
out of a careful look at the faets. It it not a1l rosy. There
is & very serious problem }m of peace as you know quite
well., All of thethings happened here, while we were there, and I
ex not intimately famlllar with the maétiona here in America
to the outbreak of guerrilla warfare agaein. But I can only say
that I was in Berlin the nignt the raid %took place on Kibya and
you should have seen the German newspapers. 1In headlines which
were a foot high, it seemed to me, the Berlin mm .
"Kriegsgefahr in Nahost"--Danger of war in the Middle East" ;
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_gpenzep——_" --Israel troops swarm over the borders" s [t
rade=dt lookgps 1 there ﬁa great world war attack in progress.
I ar not sure y¢femdtdNe- why the German papers wrote the story
up that way, but I am told that the American papers wrote the story

S
the same wey. Therefore, this situation 1s not good.ﬁ'ﬁr. Gm—
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now the prime minister, A<wegks ago or three weeks ago. the foreign
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muach. It 1s to our benefit, to the benefit of the Arab, to the

sde—tir¥s. We want peace very

benefit of world security. We cannot get peace under the present
circumstances for the pmre and simple reascn that the Arabs have

not adjusted themselves to the physical fact of cur very presence.

Our g%n the scene as a sovereign power has left them speech-
less and actionless. There will be mo peace until they adjust
peychologically to the fact that we are here to stay. -And;—ineidentally,

&P&'bl do not believe that Israel is here to stay. Shére—ars
Pl 3 n*%ab{u* - 2lamenwat Hfirpac n dro~ -

: Jhey feel that if world war III breaks out, tast under
a great mushroom cloud of world—wide atomic boimbing they bsie
ABeds) can go in and wipe out the=State—e""Fsreol and nobody will

P fj e wantlls
notice what is happeminz in thet tiny corner, -And—under—throee

o&nmumees—tmy—aﬁe—ﬂgm. If that 18 true, why make peace?

The second thought they have is that Iérael wlll collapse
economically, any moment. Their boycetf will hasten that collapse.
If that 1s true, why meke peace? With, therefore, these two in-
hibiting faetors plus the baslic rankling of the fact that they

we Wt Pawe Come
lost the war of 1948, -wew have a stalemate at present, ame¥r. re

The (pncheasen m Th M we :‘nﬂfﬁ <
e Qusde
about peace, the less chance there is to get it. If $key are
operating Fn the baslis of the fact ‘bhat; we need 1t more than they
doj theyuéi waltia® for us to collapse, thenh the more we beg for

F‘Msb H’-ww
4t, the more they will withhold 1t.ﬁﬁ0u‘ rolem

W.
w@%‘ #e have gone on the record for the Umted
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Nations and the United States ag well as a2ll the populations of
all the Arab world, that we want peace. Having gone on the rzscord,
we will not te2lk abcut it any longer. But, we will simply assume
a pose of keeping very busy, appearing very self-confident, going
about our business of expanding and consolidating our state.
And peace will come when the Arabs recognize that we are a permanent
fixture on the scene, not before.® ta s

Thio 40 = # e
_this or notp I give you the _gggxlz_nrﬂhza thi 1ng-and—hn-iﬂh$he
foreign minister of t.hmry ¥hat le
£fuppose you ars 2all curlouss
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A This unsettled situation, 'I:hiﬂ pdn’-naaeeful situation, thie

active state of war, although undeclared, has been continuing since
June of 1950. BSince M time ther'e. hag been a United Nations Mixed
Armistice Commission to check border ing_ﬂ.de,-it& -i‘ngetween 1950

and 1953, theré have been in Iarsel 421 murdered men, women and
children. These murderg have occurred An the ccurse of midnight
raids, one, two, three at & time. A group of gix or eight or twelve
men will come across the border from Jordan, will steal some
irrigating pipe, wlll set fire to 2 barn and kill a few cattle,

w119 sHoot ‘and blow HbraRonas ol MM dtek] s vithdrax within

15 minutes. The Igraelil police will follow $aem—to the border

wall
with Seeseii- police dogs. There be eonfronted .a-t—-she—bonéer
Al lek i +? The ivcidert s wed V= Ihe MAC
by Jordan soldiers who sey—we have seen nothing., 421 cauaed ond Buf’
ndiegy e

the blood to boil and it finally bolled over. That is the pure
and simple explanation of Kibja.

Two nights before in the $#illage of yahud, one kilometer

across the border, a woman;’{:';ro chilédren ( 5 and 3) were lying



asle2p in a one room tin hut. Two hand-grenades were tossed through
the window in the emall confines of the ten foot space. What was
left was nothing but mangled meat. And two nights later the Kibya
raild took place. my were not golng to be restrained any
longer. Thc blg issue at stake is whether thie was an attack by
official Israell army troope or whether this was a raid of ratalia-
tion by outraged settlers of that border village. There is apparent-

ly a difference of opinion.

Mr. Ben Gurion has made his offielal statement in which he
celled 1t ridiculous to charge that these were official troops.
He stated that there wae not a single army unit abeent from its base
Benn: ke .
that night. General-ie;agér of the United Nations, however, seems
to disagree and the vote of cemsure which was passed the other day
by the United Nations indicated that thas—teek the good general's
Wiy et a5 Tra Fpandin ':_ )
report. For fthey referred tc the armed forces of Iersel which made
Pt pos rlsios
the raid. Ben Gurion =8id that the gowernment did not sent
military troops tc attack an Arab village. Ben Gurion said that the
government did glve weapons to frontier gettlers to retaliate.
There is a difference. There 1iec no gueetion that the equipment
which was used in this rald was good egulpment. There is also
nc question that the shedding of innccent blood leaves no one

gatisfied.

I wvant you to know what he saidé on the radio four nights
later. 9YEac¢h one of us grievss the shedding of blood wherever
it may occur. No one deplores it more than the government of
Iarael Af in a reprisal raid oh Kib’a, innocent blocd was spilled ,

But, all the responsibility rests with the gcvernment of Jordan




which for years has tolerated acts of murder and killing against
the inhabitants of Iarael". There is no glee, that fifty odd men,
women and children were killed. There 1s on the other hand no
apology that this took place. And there 1s the pragmatic fact in
the mind of every persocn in Israel that for four weeks after that
rald there was not a single soclitary border incident. And women
and children slept pezcefully in all of the border settlements.

]‘\v\;p}—
The Armistice Commission of the United Nations has found

Jordan guilty in a hundred fifty nine cases of border violations.
It has found Israel guilty in twahﬁ;j?iﬁe eagses. This dispropor-
tional balance with no justice being done and with no effort to

curb these incidents, led to Kibya. T pray that this shall never
be repeated, by I pray; further; that. thers shall never be a need

for men's passions to be aroused by constant murder. So that they

repeating 1t.

The whole matter of Kibya brought up the question of the
military security of the Btate of Isréel. "ﬂest you well with this
knowledge. !;&t#Fﬁe military aituatign'ﬁf-larael is quite precarious
and yet there is 2 tremendous feeling of confidence in the country.
We heard a report from one of the officers of the general gtaff.

This report was given in confidence. His figures will not be
published anywhere., -J-shall deny them if I am gueted. His report
indicated that the G-2 service of the Israel government, the
intelligence service, revealed the fact that there were on the
border of Iarael’9§ Arab divisions comprising a total of 145,000

men. Isrsel is a state of 8,000 square miles the size of Vermont.

€000 sguare—miles, She has a lineal border of 730 milee. One



mile of border for 11 square miles of territory. We have one mile of
border for 170 square mites of territory in the U. S. and we do not
guard that border. You can see the difference in the problems.
Israel knows that the total number of operational aircraft in the
hands of sll Arab m ae-p::e'(-;sem four hundred.%gg;n, uaeable}
non-obsolete. The Ierael airforce is nowhere near 400 aireraft.

The total military budget of all the Arab states, Mﬂ ie 400
rillion dollars a year. If every person in Israsel were to give up
every ounce-of bread in his mouth, they could not gether together

thet kind of money.

And yet, the fact remains,Cand here is whaat I meant by pre-
carious }m yet secure) there are mors people under arms in Israsel
thannthere are in all the Arab stzates put together. You can
imagine what 1t costs. ‘It i1s fabulous, The armed forces of

Israel consist of, the regular army,; the recerves, who are soldiers

on eleven months leaves, Shet—is the wey they-conaider it ( they
put in one day a month in—the—=rmy-and one month a year in the
army); plus the arned people in the frontier settlements. This
sltuation breake them financially and raigses their morale to an
amazing height psychologically. This will go on for many years
in my Jjudgement or until esuch time t.fhm'r the United Nations says
to the Arab states that they :r\i%f 8it down =nd write peace.

What do I mean by telling you that morale is high. 7 We learned
it probably best of all from a gasoline station attendant in Haifa,

Ludwig Levy) of Hamburg. Nineteen years in t—he—eeuntagn. H‘Leaned.
A

Torom ank
his head ¥» theﬁindow’ after sellingiue gaeoline,nwoalu not let us

He wno
go amé gave us a long lecture about how wonderful it 4= to be able
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to sell gasoline in a free comntry, and also made some very

telling obeervations. He said "look, you do not know what you-get.
You live in the most wonderful country in the world." He meant%m
es_hmendeans. "You have get freedom till it 1s running out of

your esrs and you do not appreciste it. You do not know what it is
to live in a free environmeni and breath freely. You have many

rich things, we do not envy you those. Some day we will have good
food too. But what we do envy yon is your freedoms. We wlll have

it the same way. And we are Boi;ng-_m to be free, by -God..‘r i&xa fhen

he took his head out of the window a‘n:d. gaid, “And now you can go."
This 1s a demonetration. This 1s an appreciation of what 1s
valuable in 1ifes » UEE
ind& o7 man who shall surely get It
—=%—1I% not obscure.

I told you that there was a f;ee_ling of discrimbnation
on the part of the Jews in North Afri.a&‘lbecauae of the color
businese. Many Jews have beesn leaving, I told you z2bout those who
went back to Germany. . This question of the returnees was related
to the question of morals. M&-&bﬁﬂ%—i—t—- How can .gﬁ’ H’ée_
% there is good merale invthe c’ountry when people are leaving

7 whor aaped 2fodt Vire,
the country. 4As® Mr. Ben Curion agﬁn Shal opazins33t3le bantem

around hiehesd when he get excited., Je gave a personal gory. He

sald "Do you know hew many people came wilth me when I came from

taoan A\ Poland forty ssme odd years ago.? 80 people came,
youth burning with idealism, trained in Zionism, Chalutzim and so
and so on. You know how many stayed? Two. Myself and Mr. Bsn

Z\r
Zwl® who 1s now president of the country. 78 of them went home.



11

LJLO
Let the people go wheever do not llike it here or cannot adjust.
=% 1s not a police Btate,‘?ﬁey can go. it is not a2 eign of bad
= Isemel
morale if they leave. Because those who stay will pbuild £."

Y to
And, Goldie Myerson, wee many of you 'smow, substantiated
;"]h. M“h\&\ .
thie iawhat—I—eallse very pithy, 2. She was talking

about the draining of the swamps up North, which is a ticklish
thing. We were there, 'h*gh dragme of the night, when the Jordan fwe—
P warben ;u*ﬂ*
wase broken through, anu e _Tew hourse dater the whole thing was
R L™ e
closed down by the 'U. N. ﬂ-fe m&;‘i& lights ere

working 24 hours & dey, _ awes iy e and rate
[ SE r-tn-'-"““"‘
Hot twenty gavd'is m the Syrian ao;‘.miera, armed, standing on

the other bank looking at m

shgssatd deseribing that situationg;'You know not only are we
changing the course of & river, wgqare.changing the course of
peoplea-liiea, gecauae men who came from far off corners of the
world, where they knew no freedom and felt no security and never
had held thelr heads proud, now are working on the bank of a river
within 20 yards of the enepy's guns and they do not flinch. This
is pride. Thils 1s courage. This 1s strength. We have changed
the course of a peOplaE 1ife.® I think she is right. Quite ob-
Jectively. Because I would not have liked, and I am a free man—
and I know the value of fighting for freedom, I would not have
liked to have stood day and night twenty yards away with nothing
between him and me excCept a vague plece of paper which he might

be tempted at any mement to ignore.

Let me try to sum it up.. There is a certain relation-

shdp to America involved here. Mr. Ben Gurion knew it full well.
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He knew it when American ald was cut off and then was replaced
some days later, but in the interim it w28 necescsary to define
the ralationship between Ierael and America. And the relaticnship
is a clear one. There ies great unending gratitude. Gratitude
on the psrt of the government and the people of Isrszel tc the
government and people, Jew and non-Jew, of America for the help
which we have givey, There is on the other han@jthe obverse of
the coln of gratitude, an awareness that gratitude can never
obscure integrity and that one must never compromise with the
truth as one sees 1t., They must pursue thelr destiny as they
see 1t without fear that someone else shef1 be displeased with

them ; — et

$ illus Do Decapineit, Bes G
And‘\w told = atory,%Ha.nnah and _the Seven Sons. Bow

to the emperor because the emperor is God. And son after son re-

fused =2nd wae slain. And when the seventh son, %&littlenne, came

before the throneJ ‘fh‘e- emperor almost _5'475*& b~ his respect,
=3 ™7 v
his prestiges All of this was at stake, in from of the little
boy and he sald, "Your brothers lived, Eey saw something of lig,
Fogt Yowrq -
they died. You have lived not at all. X Why should ycu die? You L
will not bow, I will throw my golden ring upon the marble floor.
You pick 1t up. And in the course of picking it up and handing
o Gk e sl eise
it back b me, this shall be your bow. And the boy refused, #4m&
Mr. Ben Gurion said, *We shall not bow for any ring even of gold. 8
And everybody knew perfectly well what he was referring to-cﬁrﬁe—
lationship with America is important for the future of Israel.
W w-éﬂ-’cﬂé]
m&It Zhall fluttuate. Let us not be afraid if it alters up and

down, one way or another. Israel will follow the star of her
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destiny. We as Jews of a different citizenship, of a different
land will be loyal primarily to the rules and regulations of
the land in which we live, which is America. ?ﬁg as Jews have
every right in the world to make clear to this 1and7which
commands our first and only 1oyaltyf£hat there may be facets of
the Israel problem which our government does not understand.
And this, it geems to me, will be the eonstant on-going rela-
tionship from which no one sghould shirk or be afraid.

Let me conclude by talling you this. There 18 no such thing as an
= probleméI5E1Lts-unéen&&h&f—aa—$ae—v&=—

immediate solution to *

tsorereew.. The immigrants are still not absorbed or integrated
ccmpletely. The peace-has s8till not been made. The economlc
self-sufficiency has still not been achieved. The export,
import ratio ie still six to one.

wst & N & Te Dall D priMlims wile 4= anlh wo e srva yetns, oo 2 of Tt Daf
@ut ‘Is on the way toward & solution. T this there 1is

no doubt.

Our role, 1% seemsg to me, 1s t0 understand the travail
through which she goesf fib stand by her side in an historic
partnership which we have welded &s has she;, to make clear
to owr government what her problems arejand to stay with her
year by year, decade by decade, should it be as long as that,
until the great slogan comes to pass. For she 1s a country
based upon Bible and sclence. The Bible hes in it all of the
challenge of social Justice, purity and decency of the way

men should live in organized soclety. And science has in her

hands the tools to make life good and kind and decent and warm.
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Based upon this concept of sceial Justice =and material well

being, thet land will strive forward to a great destiny.

We as Jews, living abroad from her, can keep our arms
linked@ with her in the warmest kind of understanding and
sympathy. We, as Jewe, will apprecilate that destiny as we
watch 1t unfold for i1t shall nourlish us some 4Gay as we now

are nourishing lts struggling ploneers. This symblotic brother-

hood) unbreakable , comes down from many millenia of common hope.
Thie partnersaip will go forward into many a millenia in the
future in whick Isrsel and Mﬂca will go side by side as
freecdom loving, éemocratic nations with the same objectives
of world peaee,‘nd t% two Jewries in th@se two countries
will live side by side ae free and equel citizens, proud of
the nations whose ci‘bizen‘ships they bear and loving w
hovdet relationship; wies -

will be the will of Coda

m&- I pray that this

Amen





