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- Sabbath Servires

e Friday Evening, October 22, at 8 o'clock

RABBI HERBERT A. FRIEDMAN
will speak on:
"WHY WAS SPINOZA EXCOMMUNICATED?"
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Friday Evening, October 29, at 8 o’clock

RABBI HERBERT A. FRIEDMAN
will speak on:
“SHOULD THE CLERGYMAN STAY OUT OF POLITICS?”

A Pre-Election Sermon

Sahbath Morning Services
11:15 a.m,

Saturday Morning, October 23, 11:15 o'clock

DAVID APFELBERG
son of Dr. and Mrs. Herbert Apfelberg
will be Bar Mitzvah
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WHY WAS SPINOZA
EXCOMMUNICATED?

October 22
In 1656 Baruch de Spinoza was excom-
municated by the elders of the community
of Amsterdam. The ban, or cherem, was
serious in those days, for it meant that no
man was even to speak o him.

Recently Mr. David Ben Gurion wrote
an arricle suggesting that the ban be re-
scinded and that the proper act of atone-
ment would be for the Hebrew University
to publish the philosopher’s complete
works two years hence on the 300th an-
niversary of the famous curse.

The Rabbi and Board of the Congre-
gation in Amsterdam have announced
their intention of doing nothing abour
Ben Gurion’s proposal. Much argument
has raged. Whar are the pros and cons?
Why was the terrible sentence passed
three centuries ago? What did Spinoza do
or say to warrant the ban? Was he a
dangerous hereric? Should he be forgiven
today?

H.AE

Headdishh List
(Taken from Memorial Tablets)

Ocrober 22
Ruth Baruch Baum
Louis Feld
Isaac Gorrschalk
Henry Heller
Gusta Sondel
Ellen Weisskopf

October 29
Alvin Goetz Baum
A. Edward Housmann
Gabriel Pauntz

Max Spero

NOTES

SHOULD THE CLERGYMAN STAY OUT
OF POLITICS?
A PRE-ELECTION SERMON
Ocrober 29

It has been my custom for many years
to preach a sermon on the Friday evening
before the first Tuesday of November.
This might be called a “political” sermon,
for it deals with the issues at stake in the
impending election. I have tried to avoid
speaking abour individual candidares and
partisan issues searching instead for the
moral issues. But this often involves a
rather careful look at men and parties, in
order to point up the moral issues. The
naming of names sometimes cannot be
helped.

The whole process has been questioned
by those who contend that politics and
economics and allied social problems
should not be discussed in the pulpit. Re-
ligion should not mix into politics, we
are told. Each shoemaker should stick to
his own last. Clergymen should not ex-
press political opinions. What do you
think of this point of view?

H.AFE

NOTICE

Rabbi Friedman has loaned a book of pictures of Nazi atrocities to some
member of the Congregation. He failed to mark down the name. The book
is valuable in the sense that it was published in Poland in 1946 and is not
obtainable in this country. The rabbi would appreciate its return, and pro-
mises not to be so absent minded in the future.




= WELCOME NEW MEMBERS -+

The following list includes members of the Congregation who have joined since
November 1953, the last time a list of new members appeared in our Bulletin.

Louis B. Aderman
Frederick Alexander
Sal E. Arkin

Fred Bamberger
Abrohom H. Berkovits
Fred Berman

Gene A. Berman
Ross Browender
Louis Chopman
Harold Cohan
Meyer Cole

Myron Coplan
Julivs Dann

Frank |. Dichter
Samuel Ettinger
Arnc Fronkton
MNathan Fredman
Zalman Friedman
Lowrence Fuhr

E. B. Garrison

Abe Gillmon

C. Ellis Goldstein
Charles M. Gordon
Stanley Gorden
Fred Gordy

Dr. Leonard Gorenstein
Evgene Gorski

Louis J. Greenboum, Jr.

Alvin Greenberg
Lester Gunsburg
Paul Guten
Sidney Hock
Alfred Hirsch
Mrs. Adolf Kann

Howard Kaplen
Haorold E. Kotz
Gordon 5. Kaufer
Leo Kissel

Mrs. Sarch Koltin
Lovis Kroft
Robert Kritzik
Stanley Kritzik
Lester Langer
Maxwell A. Lerner
Dr. Jules D. Levin
Willard Le Vine
Jack A. Levings
Jack Lewin
Merton H. Lewis
J. Harvey Loeb
Herbert Moior
Bernard B. Marcus
Jock L. Meyer
Miss Anne Miller
Edward P. Milner
Dr. Benjomin G. Naorodick
Ben Jack Pierson
Miss Janet Pollok
Miss Marjorie Pollak
Lou Poller

Mrs. Ida Pordes
Jean ). Pruss

Dr. Hans Reich
lrving Ross

Ira Sofer

Adsliph Samuel
Arthur Santley
Milton Sax

Harry Scheer

Harry Schlar

David M. Schemnitz
William H. Schield, Jr.
Art Schmidman

Sol Schmidman

Mrs. Genevieve Schneider
Adolph Schwartz
Joseph Schwartz
Ralph A. Schwartz
Robert Shamaskin
Vernon Sherkow
Bernard Sherman
Doniel Shrage
Sandor Sigmund
Miss Burnette Silbor
Herbert A. Silver
Ben Sklar

Mrs. Henry Solemon
George Spector
Martin R. Sperc
Charles F. Stein
Oliver Steiner
Sigmund C. Stern
Sheldon Stone
Royal Taxman
Philip Tolkan

Mrs. Dorothy Weil
Albert A. Weiner
Theresa Weinstock
Lawrence A. Willenson
Elliot Winterfield
Mrs. Ben Wishner
Arnold Zellin
Robert Zucker

GREAT LAKES REGIONAL MEETING
November 20-21

Members of our Congregation are cordi-
ally invited to artend the Grear Lakes Re-
gional Meeting of the Union of American
Hebrew Congregations at St. Paul, Min-
nesota during the weekend of November
20-21.

If you plan on being in the vicinity of
St. Paul during that time, please call Miss
Friedman atr the Temple Office and ar-
rangements will be made for your art-
rendance.

Mr. Herman Mosher is President of the
Greart Lakes Council.

GEORGE LOWE LEAVES BEQUESTS

In an acr of love, Mr. George Lowe, late
president of the Men's Club, included in
his bequests the sum of $500.00 each to
the Temple and the Men's Club. This was
a fine deed and is accepted with apprecia-
tion by both groups.

——

The Men’s Club is now in the process
of planning a George Lowe Memorial. If
you wish to contribute ro this Fund, please
contact Mr. Joseph Mandel, 4766 N.
Hollywood Avenue.



TEMPLE BOND DINNER

Sunday Evening, November 7, at 6 o'clock
at the Astor Hotel
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Honorable ABBA EBAN _

Ambassador of Israel to the United States
will be the guest speaker
in the interest of

Isra.el Gove_r-_nment Boncls
G e

Mr. Lawrence S. Katz, Chairman of the dinner, is accepting reservations
now at $4.00 per plate, ot 2419 E. Kenwood Boulevard.
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Qutline of Sermon

I. Ben Gurion's Proposal - Amsterdam Turn-Down
II. Story of Spinoza's Life
b - Amgterdam 1632 - of Harra?ﬂ family went to Jewish school,
studied Bible, Talmud, Cabala under Saul Levy Morteria and
Manassah ben Israel

wanted more knowledge - studied Latin, mathematics, natural
scienee, philosophy.

Placed in Cherem 1656 (age 24) for heretieal views

Lived in the country with friedds
Very poor - lens grinding his livelihood
Evoked storm of antagonism from Church
Only one book published ¥n Bife - other posthumously
d-The Hague, of tuberculosis, age L&
III. Reasons for the ban
4. Views on Torah

Spinoza was not & renegade or a convert. He remained
a Jew, but he taught a dangerous message - namely, that the
Jewligh Torah, the Book of Law, was written merely as a state
law and was to be regarded only as such and nothing elsge,
and inasmuch as the Jewish State had ceased to exist, the
Jewg of the world were no longer bound by the laws of the
Torahe The Torah, in his opinlon, was written designed and
meant for fthe physical comfort and security of the State of

Israecle.
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He tried, with hig Talmudiecally-trained mind, to
persuade the Jewksh youth of Amgterdam to dlsregard the laws
of the Torah as being obsolete; this without thinking that
thus he would leave the widely dispersed and orueily oppressed
tribes of Israel without thelr great inmer refuge. From his
own people Spinoza wanted to take the booke The Jewigh
leaders were terrified at this prospect. Some storles say
they offered him a bribe. Other stories say there was an
agsagsination attempt as he left the theater one night.
Finally they placed the ban on him.

Spinoza posists in the Tractatus Theologozo-Politicus
the only condition under which the Torah, in his opinion,
might become valld again, namely, through the re-creation
of a Jewish gtate, which, he medltates, is quite a possibility,
considering the changing fortunes of world history.

Views on miracles: (T-P)

"If events are fund in the Bible which we eannot refer
to thelr causes, nay, which seem entirely to contradiet the
order of nature, we must not come to a stand, but assuredly

believe that whatever 414 really happen happened naturally.®

Spinoza d4id not observe ritual laws - Sabbath, Kosher, etc.
Spinoza dild not believe in corporeality of God ( God was
not outgidgthe world, but in it.)

Spinoza did not believe in angels

Spinoza did not believe in immortality

Spinoza d4id not believe in the Godly origin of the Bible.
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IVe Detalls of scene and formula of excommunication

Cherem - 27 July 1656

Great Synagogue packed

Black altar candles lighted

Shofar Blown

Ban read

"In accordance with the decree: of the Ang2bs and the
Judgment of the Saints, we banish, expel, execrate and curse
Bavuch de Espinoza; with the consent of Holy God, and by agreement
of this entire holy congregation; by virtue of the sacred Books
of the law with the six hundred and thyrteen precepts inscribed
therein; with the ban with which Joshua banned Jericho; with the
curse with which Eliza cursed the boys; and with all the maledictidéns
as they are written in the Lawl Cursed shall he be in the day-
time, and cursed also by nightl Cursed shall he be when he lieth
down, and cursed when he rigeth upl Cursed shall he be when he
goeth out, and ocursed when he cometh inl May the Lord not forglve
him his gine! May the Lord's anger and wrath rage against this
man, and cast upon him all the imprecations that are written in
the Book of the Lawl May the lLord wipe out his name from under
the Heavens; and may the lLord destroy him and cast him out from
21l the Tribes of Israel, with all the maledictions that are written
in the Book of the Lawl But ye who c¢leave unto the Lord our Ged,
may ye live forever in unionli®
After the ban, he wrote a defense, entitled "Apologsa®

It was a higher criticism of the Bible, a method of intepretation,
which was attacked at that?ime, but which is today the foundation
of all biblical research. He demongtrated that men had altered
and transformed the Holy Writ, and that the div;ine repute of the
Seriptures had after all been due to the work of men.
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Ve Spinoza's major ideas
Ae What is God:
"God was demonstrated to be the first cause of all things and

also the cause of Himgelf. He was no longer an anthropomorphic
Being, no longer the good Father of all living creatures, no
longer the King of Men who dwelt beyond the world of men. He
was 2 Being endowed with limitless and countlege at¥ributes,

a Being in whose infinite intelligence there was no other sub-
stance than that in Nature."

"Since God 1s the one great unity, soul and body are His attri-
butes. Their antithesls 1s accommodated by the unity of the
Substance to which they belong. There is only this one Sub-
gtance, #hich exists of itseclf and to which all other attributes
belong; so that infinite extension and eternal though "are
nothing else but modes of the one, eternal, never-ending
essence, existing by its own innate power."

"A God Who is Nature, and Whose properties are soul and body,
cannot concelye of good and evil in the form of things or
actions, for good and evil are not $o be found in Nature.
Valuations sueh as these are only possible in relation to ouwr
ideas of them, but not in relation to God or Nature.®

"For since Theology conslders God in every way as a perfect
Being, it is proper that in Theology it should be gaid that

God 1s demanding something, or that God 1s dlspleased with

the actions of the godless, and is pleased with the actions

of the pious. But in Philosophy, we know absolutely that

those attributes which make men perfeect, ean no more be ascribéd
and imputed to God, than that which makes an elephant or a

donkey perfect can be attributed to man; in this sphere, these
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and similar words have no place and cannot be used without

the greatest confuslon in owr conceptions. In order,
therefore, to speak phllosophically, one must not say that God
demands something of someone, and for the same reason, that
something pleases or displeases Him. These are all human
attributes which are out of place with regard to God."
Pantheism denotes any system of belief which includes the
teaching "God is all and all is God." Pantheism identifiesg the
universe with God or God with the universe..

If the pantheist starts with the belief that the one
great reality, eternal and infinite, is God, he sees every-
thing finite and temporal &s but some part of God. There is
nothing separate or distinet from God, for Géd is the
universe.

If, on the other hand, the conception taken is that the
great inclusive unity is the world ifself, or the universe, God
1s swallowed up in that unity which may be designated naturee.

In Spinoza is found what 1s considered the most complete
and precise expregsion of patheism of all times. In it God
is the unlimited, all-inclusive gubstance, the first cause of
the universe, with innumershle attributes, two of which, thinking

and extension, (motion in matter) are capable of being perceived.

His 1dea of the State

"The purpose of the State is freedom"

"Government also had the duty to afford liberty to each indivi-
dual to say and to teach what he thought. The basic principles
of the State and those of the mind must agree; and finally,
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every one must be convinced "that the ultimate aim of govern—
ment 1s not to rule or reatrain by fear, nor to exact obedience,
but on the contrary, to free each man.from fear so that he may
live in all possible gecurity; in other words, to strengthen
his natural right to exist and to work without injury to him-
gelf or otherse The object of government is not to change

men from rational beings 4nto beasts or automatons, but rather
to enable them to develop thelr minds and bodies in security,
and to employ their reason unghackled, neither cpposing each
other with animogity. In fact, the true aim of government

is 1liberty."

C. Hilg idea of the intellectual love of God as the goal of ethical
living.
"The fifth part of the work, *Ethiecs" elucidates the ethieal

goal of the love of Gode It is equally the goal of truth as well

as human freedom and moral conducte There 1s no good and evil in

the sense of absoclute dogma. Morality lies in the individual himseelf,
in a2 clear understanding of the nature of hls emotlons and of his
reasons It 1s in rational knowledge that we find our happiness,

and both bless us in owr intellectual love of God. This love is
common to all people. It is a good which we desire so that all

may rejoice in it.*

"The free man who recognizes the good emotions, obeys reason
and reallzes the love of God, fulfills the ideal of a virtuous
conduct of life."

De. Spinoza's real role.
The liberation of philosophy from theology has here actually

been accomplighed. Even Bacon, Descartes and leibnitz were
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not fully able to free themselves from theological authority.
Only Spinoza accomplished this mission which the spirit of the
Renalgsance had imposed upon higtory; only Spinoza conquered
for reason & realm of its owne. Only thus were pure philosophy
and science possible, independent of all theological dogmex
and the power of the Churche Much as the theories of subse-
quent philosophers may vary, they were all made possible only
by Spinozals actP of liberatione”

"Spinoza was the emancipator of reason in the new era. This
emanicpation also gave to the world a new experience of God, an
experience redeemed from dogma and superstition, from empty
verbilage and fatuity. He broke the ghackles of superstition
and outworn tradition on behalf of philosophy. God was no longer
an image of man. The glave no longer prayed to a Master; nor
did the son pray to a Father; but it was rather the human being
who prayed to a universal, ethical and metaphysical essence.
encompassing all existence.”

"People degired a God beyond dogma, bound to the mysterious
emotions of the soul, linked with nature and all existence.

The most declsive feature in this new religlious yearning was
the desire to widen the conception of Gode They found in
Spinoza an answer to this yearning and they greeted him as the
herald of a new world religion. This religion was fiercely
contesteds Spinoza became the center of a struggle.”

"Spinoza became the leading figure of a new religious spirit
in which God was no longer merely a subject for theologieal dogma
and empty ceremony but the highegt pinnacle of a world system in
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which nature and intelligence, falth and knowledge, were all
united. In Shis idea of God all conflicts of earthly  exlstence
are resolved.”
Conclusion -
A. Moecd of Marranos, who suffered for the faith he was
destroying, must be taken into aceount
Be ¥ood of Ben Gurion, who would re-embrace a great thinker,
must also be understoods
Ce I would agree with the proposal to reseind the ban, even if
there be some loss of face — for I think his ldeas are
no longer dangerougly destructive. !hef have been accepted.
They may have been right then to issue the ban.
We would be right today to revoke ite.
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The Subversive God
‘A census taken in Yugoslavia early this
year showed that 84% of the people still

new drive against the “subversive” forces
of religion.
@ In Moscow, Pravda front-paged an ed-
itorial scolding the Communist Party,
trade unions and ‘youth organizations for
shirking their duty of stamping out Ged.
Children, Pravda complained, are espe-
cmily vuinerable to these dangerous doc-
trines. The Literary Gasette complained
that farmers in the province of Kirov had
recently been allowed to abandon their
fields for a three-day religious festival
that was “only an excuse for drinking."
And the trade-union paper, Trud, de-
manded that the government close down
a spring near Moscow that has been at-
tracting thousands (including even some
Soviet bigwigs) to its “healing waters.™
@] In Germany’s Soviet zone, Communist
mouthpieces took up the hue and cry
agaimst some East German Protestant
clergymen who were too outspoken at the
recent Kirchentag held by the Evangelical
Church in Leipzig.
€ In Yugoslavia, ‘Metropolitan Arsenije
Bradvarevic, 51, of the Serbian Orthodox
Church in Montenegro. was sentenced to
114 years of solitary confinement in pris-
on. The indictment was not published,
but the metropolitan’s offenses were clear.
He had boldly led the fight against
a Communist-run front organization of
fellow-traveling priests, and hod refused
to resign his post when the government
ordered him to.
#] In Hungary, factory workers noticed
that scrap metal delivered to them con-
tained fragments of church bells.
4] In Prague, after a two-day trial. Czech-
aslovakin’s supreme court sentenced Ro-
man Catholic Bishop Stepan Trochta, 40,
of Lifomerice, to 235 vears in prison for
“spying” for the Vatican. At the same
time three priests who were associated
with him were sentenced to 20, 15 and
seven years. As a leader of resistance
aguinst the Nazis and a known friend fo
Christians, Jews and Communists during
vears as a prisoner in Mauthausen and
Dachau concentration camps, Trochta was
long waooed by the Czech Communist re-
gime, which hoped to turmn him into a
] ive" bishop. Trochta himself had
B to get anlong with the state by
sticking strictly to “the things that are
God's,” found that under Communism,
Caesar demands all things.

The Church & the Cactus

“In the first creation, God himself used
to talk to the people and tell them what
to do. Way after, Christ came among the
white people and told the people what fo

« « « White people have everything . . .
The Indian got nothing, But in o littls
while, toward the last, God gave us peyote;
that’s how we happened to find God.”

So an old Indian described the origin
of the Native American Church (about
65,000 members). Last week the N.A.C.
met near Tama, Towa for its tenth annual
convention, worried that white men and
some of their fellow Indians are trying to
take the giit of peyote away from them.

The Sacred Button. Peyote (proncunced
pay-ok-tee) is a small, carrot-shaped cac-
tus that grows wild in the valley of the

man uses prayers out of a book; they are
just words on his lips. But with us, peyote
teaches us to talk from our hearts.”

The Lost Possession. Last week 22
delegates from eleven tribes wound up
their four-day annual meeting with the
traditional peyote ceremony. Into alarge,
canvas-covered tepee near the home of
Howard Poweshiek; leader of the church
on the reservation in Towa, the Indians
stepped quietly in sfngk file. Tt was sun~
down. Dressed mostly in jeans or slacks
and open shirts, the men sat cross-legged
on the bare earth, facing a fire. Each
helped himself to the peyote buttons that
were passed around, and from time to
time someone lit up a ceremonial ciga-
rette (Bull Durham tobacco. and corn
husks). Until 7:30 the next moming, the
big tepee was filled with prayers and
gentle chants, and the soft rhythmic beat
of the gourd. There was a “Fire Chief” to
tend the fire, a “Cedar Chief™ to sprinkle

Dave Weber

PevoTe CEREMONY. IN ARIZONA
With fire and drum, closer to God.

Rio Grande, Cut off and dried. its top
forms a bitter-tasting “button” that, caten
or brewed as tea, is capable of strong and
strange effects upon the mind. Just what
the effects are has not yet been scien-
tifically determined.®* The Indians have
known about pevote for centuries; Cortes’
men found the Aztecs using it when they
invaded Mexico. Tt has always been associ-
ated with religious ceremony.

With the organization of the Native
American Church (approximately 1918),
the pevote cult was formally Christianized,
Members of the church believe in the
Trinity and in the divinity of Christ;
peyote helps them experience their faith
a5 an immediate reality, According to one
anthropologist the Indians say: “A white

# In his latest book, The Doorz ef Perception,
Novelist Aldous Huxley prescribes mescaline, a
derivative of peyote, for nl]l mankind as an
altérnative to cocktails.

powdered cedar into the flames, and a
“Drummer Chief” to keep up the music.
The ritual varies slightly from tribe to
tribe ; sometimes, as in a ceremony last
month near Window Rock, Ariz.. the sa-
cred button is revered as “Father Peyote.”

At the Tama meeting, the delegates
re-clected s58-vear-old Allen P. Dale, a
relief investigator from Vinita, Okla., for
his fifth term as president. President Dale's
report took triumphant note of 2 recent
amendment to the Texas narcotics act
to exempt pevote.

“We Accept . .." But there was still
plenty to worry about. Traditionalists
among the Indians are opposed to the
burgeoning Native Church because they
fear it undercuts the older, pre-Christian
tribal customs. Many Christian mission-
aries want to see the church outlawed
altogether. In 1g4o the Navajo Tribal
Council forbade the use of pevote, and
this year arrested 13 members of the

49
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B!LL Talbert, the tennis writer for
SPORTS ILLUSTRATED, is the
c.nptam of the United Stules Davis
team, For 12 years in a rm\
{19‘311 -1952) he was among the firs
layers in the national nnhngs
946 he ‘and Gardnar M’aﬂo’r \
mule:nt[r retired the natioral de
enp, which had been in
since 1923, In 1950 he in y -
ranked both 1st and 2nd m-dbuhlu
{1st with Trabert, 2nd with Maulloy). &

HEdul not llke;p;wnnh'mﬁ&

was 14, when

was in the guarter finals of |
Nationals.

Davis Cup captain in tennis-mad :

A it mme:'n he handled .

e in
the doubles, one of the two matches
gcgus [t'c:én won.) When beld:.

e Bown Under néwspapermen,
it has been said, uril:.mbhunheu -
instead of l.¥pewnwrs, gave him a
silver tray—for co-operation.

OW Talbert himsolf is a member .

ol ofl:epm.wp’l};‘mwn;dhu )

t copy, weo were plain delighted to 2
find that he cou write about tennis |
as well #s he can play it, which many |
say is just about as well as it can be &
played. He writes with a love of the £

me he knows from the bottom to

e very lop.

TO play sennis, Talbert has traveled

more then 600,000 miles, or

roughly to the moon and back and on

the way to the moon sgain. He has

mj-ad u almost wherever it is played, @
tennis is the most international 3

of games. Just about now he is in the *

Eustern Lawn Tennis championships

at Orange, New Jersey,

OMETIMES it looks as if he's

dm;mmed to I:Ible the "grmd oh}

man of tennis' at the stri o
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I.ﬁ you all about it im SPORTS
USTRATED.
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issues. First issoe out 13th. Addres: 540
North Michigon Ave., 1, flinok.
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hn:: him four runa m“m Hﬁ; L

Native American Church for breaking this
law. “They have taken everything from
the Indian,” said Dale. “Now, through
their missionaries, they want to take our
last possession, our lifeline, our religion
- -« . We accept Jesus Christ and the
Bible. We are Christians.”

The Calvin Lineage

At Princeton Theological Seminary last
week, oo delegates bravely battled the
heat and the static in the little receiving
sets that picked up the French, German
and English translations of what was
going on. Whatever'it was, they could be
sure {t was Presbyterian. The 17th Gen-
eral Council of the World Preshyterian
Alliance, representing 4o million commu-
nicants in 46 countries, was in session.
Among other accomplishments, the dele-
gates 1) ndopted a neéw, more centralized
constitution to replace the original adopt-
ed at London in 18735, 2) gave themselves
a breath-taking new. name: “The Alliance
of the Refomeﬂ G:‘Ehu:chu Throughout
the Woguaﬂa'{ ng the P:esbytemn Or-

A } &ected th& Rm

ot %Bm :
' ra
Famlty. ‘who mﬂqbomtes ‘with. the Com-
munists. Dr. listened as Dr.
Eugene Carson : of Philadelphia sa.td

pointedly: “When in the considered
prayerful judgment of a church [its]
freedom . . . is essentially abridged by
state or society, it is the duty of the
church to say no to the state and no to
the society . . ."”

Anathema

In the bright light of freedom in 17th
century Amsterdam, the little band of
Jews from Spain and Portugal still felt
afraid and hunted. They were marranos
(meaning “swine'’ or “accursed”), victims
of forcible baptism as Christians under
the terror of the Inquisition; mow that
they could practice Judaism openly in

' | their new home, they did so with ferocious

tenacity. When in 1656 a young scholar
among them dared to range his brilliant
mind beyond the confines of the faith—
he doubted the existence of angels, the
incorporeality of God and the soul's im-
mortality, later recognized Jesus as a
hearer of divine wisdom—the leaders of
the Jewish community cast him out.
“With the judgment of the angels and
of the saints we excommunicate, cut off,
curse and anathematize Baruch de Spinoza
. . . in the presence of the Holy Books,

Culver

BArUCE SpiNoza
The judgment of the angels upheld.

by the 613 precepts which are written
therein. with the anathema wherewith
Joshua cursed Jericho, with the curse
which Elisha laid upon the children, and
with all the curses which are written in
the Law. Cursed be he by day, and cursed
be he by night. Cursed be he in sleeping,
and cursed be he in waking . . . And we
wamn vyou, there shall no man speak to
him, no man write to him nor show any
kindness to him . . . nor come within
four cubits of him, nor read any paper
composed or written by him.”

But the papers composed and written
by Spinoza came to be read all over the
Western world. When he died in 1677,
the man who wrote that “our greatest joy
exists in our love of Ged, and . . . every
love, of necessity, results from the
acknowledgment of God” had also helped
give philosophy a turn that is still felt in
many fields. He believed that the churches
must be subject to the state; led the way
to the “higher criticism” of the Bible and
even developed a theory of emergent evo-
lution. He also supplied a collection of
phrases that have worn down to clichés:
e.g., “Man is a social animal.” “Nature
abhors a vacuum."”

Early this year, Israel’s ex-Prime Min-
ister David Ben-Gurion called upon Juda-
ism to rescind its excommunication of
Spinoza and proposed that, as a kind of
atonement. the Hebrew University pub-
lish the philosopher's complete works two
years hence on the jooth anmiversary of
the famous curse.

Last week Salomon Rodrigues Pareira,
chief rabbi of the Amsterdam community,
announced that the excommunication and
apathema must stand. “When I became
chief rahbi,” he said, “I accepted the rul-
ings of my predecessors. No rabbinate has
the right to review a decision of previous
rabbinates unless it is greater in number
and wiser. 1 don't consider myulf wiser
than those who came before me.”

TIME, AUGUST 9, 1954
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