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c . ~PPEll TO" You ·11 
·· ~~f.Jelirned ~f t"'° colleagues who In negotiating a contract, make sure that 

ha : ~ tmllj~~itated by illness 
1 

yours provi<ies for the following : 
f pur5(.rtng 'tne1~......,~rs - Ofle at age 43 and SALARY {with annual increments taking into 
• ~ther 50~ Neithet' ... ever enrolled 1n the atcount both cost of living ana merit) 

-qr. Inctme-Dis.i>1lity Ins1.1rance program of HOUSfiro if the congregation does no't provide 
~tnical Pension Board wbi~h the CCAR a house, that port1on of your salary which 

er te1[fpi" )jtst such contingeflc1es. In fac t, pays for yo:ir housing - obtain ''Hinister_'s 
by oteof the '61'0Ssi119er Convention t~e CCAR Housing A11owa~ce~ booklet from CCAR -
ha ~ arranged with the RPS to raise the benefit : shOuld be declared in your Board's minutes 
Th low-cost ($J25 to $300/year depending on ~as uhous1ng all~d~l\ce: an9 is n~n-taxab1e 
y , ~lary) will pay 6()j of your salary after income. ·· 
si :'aonths of disable.nt until you reach 65 PENSICN & UFt INSURANCE. Congregation should 
( pension take$ over.} . Host congregations pay c1 minilllJll1 of 151, and you 3% on y~'Jr 
ar ·enrolling thefr r~s and professional ./ salary + housing fi9ure. 
s fs .• If your ~~ion car't or won't . v' BLUE ~ROSS - BLUE SHrELD. MAJOR MEDICAL -
(a. we 11 be happy to wr~te t~em a letter _urg!ng a!Tlount deter'Tlined by our group's experience 
it i f you so request), t nen ~we y~ur far.nly ~ covers you and yO\lr family. 
se'¥'rity of en~lling .vourselt · !.lr1te RPB for / LONG TERM OJSASiLITY JHSUAANCE ('see •1t. Could 
s.pfi~ics today. Happert to You" - opposite page' 

. _ • __ - - CONVENTION ALLOWANCE permitting you the en-
. richmt-nt of annual and regional conventions . 

· • • VACATION - a minimum of one 90nth for eac 
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year you serve from Rosh Hasha~~ 
Shaooo-t. "' . , . -
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Mr. Robert I. Kahn 
Chainnan 
CCAR Comnittee on Liturgy 
1500 Sunset Boulevard 
Houston, Tems TICJ.Y; 
U.S.A. 

Dear Bob: 

January 18, l'.173 

I• m shocked, humilated and incredulous. I have now gone through the draft copy 
of the new prayer book twice, and I can't believe my eyes. With the exeption of a hackneyed 
old paragraph on page 105, I can't find anything about Israel in this book. Is this lm 
or are we back in the days of the Pi ttuburgh Platform? Even then Israel got more attention 
(albeit negative) than this pz:-ayer book gives it 't;odey. What happened? I cannot believe 
that this is siJ!lply an oversight. Has some person or conmittee or anonymous bureaucracy 
deliberatezy decided that this book shall exist without any reference to Israel reborn? 

First of all, this book is about as universalistic as anyone could make it. 
There is a lot about the Shabbat, a lot about God, not enol.J8h about ethics and social 
justice - but basically this book, in its present form, is si.mp~ not Jewish enou&h. It is 
pallid, could easily serve liberal Protestants, bas nothing of the fire and glory and 
grandeur of the religion and the peoplEmood of Israel . O.K., I admit one could say that I 
am talking about matters of taste and style, so let's leave this point. 

Regarding the total absence of Israel, hoewever, I am not talk:i.ng about form, 
rather about content. No prayer for the safety and welfare and security of the State of 
Israel, or the Jewish people living in it? No proclamation to be read annually on Indepen­
dence Day? No reference to the fact that L'Shana Habah b 'Yerusbalayim is now an actuality 
for millions of people? No prayer expressing hope that once more new religious truth may 
emanate from the resurrected Israel? No nothing? 

And what about the Shoa? Have we Reform Jews nothing to say about that event? Are 
we incapable of grappling with it in words? Are we blind to its challenge to religion? 
are we afraid ti:. respond? On page 235 Dachau is mentioned in a pr83"er before the Kaddish, 
as though we grudgingly remind ourselves of the Bix Million Dead, for whom there is no one 
to say Kaddish. It's an insult that th:is spot should be the o~ place in the book where the 
dread fact is even alluded to. 

This century has been marked by the two most outstarnH ng events in the entire 
history of our people, standing in juxtaposition to each other within 15 years , (1933-1948)­
one bringing the Jewish people close to death and the other giving birth to new life - both 
with the most intense religious implications. Are we either blind or stupid enough to print 
a new prayer book with no adequate handling of either of these transcendental matters? What 
are we trying to do - make believe that the murder never took place; or the recreation of 
statehood and nationhood never took pl.'!lce? 

Bob - yC11Ir covering mimeographed letter was dated 12 September, and gave the reader 
9:> days in which to make bis comments. I'm late, because the book took longer to get to 
Israel, and because I thought even longer about whether to write this letter. Bat, even late, 
let me plead with you o.e hard as I know how, not to allow this book to be printed in a 19th 
Century vacuum(even. tho'U&h there is a reference to a rocket on page 229), offering a weak , 
pallid description of .Tudaisn of its martyrdom and its rebirth. You can sense I am very dis­
turbed, mainly because I am con:f'used about the reason 'for the absences, I don't umerstand 
how it wul.d have happened, and I beg you to see that it is corrected. 

Ie.stly, let me say that if there is something in the theological and historical 
position of" our Movement which I don't i.Ulderstand, and which caused these oversights or 
makes it impossible to correct them, then the least thing I can do is to refuse to pray 
from this book, which is a.actly what I shall do. There are, after all, other perfectly 
good prayer books. And if the Reform Movement insists on wrapping itself in the cloak of 
this weak peetry, then perhaps something is wrong with it. I thought we were moving in a 
different direction once the 1943 watershed was passed. Am I wrong? 

As ever 

Herbert A. Friedman 
cc: Rnbbi David. Polish 
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Rabbi Robert Kahn 
Temple Ema.nu-el 
1500 Sunset Blvd. 
Houston, Texas 

Dear Bob: 

..... 
n 11.a.a. 11i°lN.2 IN1':1t1 i11•n r.nn 

.. i3N:I 1R1'J .. 11::11n ,!:la n•:i 
53 s211 . '70 · 6283 .'T .n · l°r.:J ,nmH ·ni . il!l'n 

...... ' 

January 15, 1973 

On January 9, at our meeting of Mardl!l, I read my letter 
to you of J d.l"luary 2. ~e discussed it fully a.~d we had a 
unanimous decision tc write to you and confer that all of 
the members strongly support the po$ition which I outlined 
in that letter. 

In addition, the following poin~s were I!l4de: 
l. The pr~yerbook should be ?rinted from right to left 

as a Hebrew book i s. 
2. There must be a service for Yom H~·~tzmaut. 
;. There must be some mention of the Holocl:lust. You might 

want to use the second ~lessing of the Shema in the 
dr'3.f't which Dr. J~cobson and I sen~ to you. 

4• There should be at least cr.e :>rayer expressing the crucial 
idea of Israel as tne sunreme instrument for the universalist 
thrust of Juci:iism. -

I enclose a copy of my letter to you of January 2 for your 
convenience. Tnis is a crucial ma%ter for our ~ovement 
.md I'm sure you Will give the highest consideration. 

The ~eo Baeck School 
P.O.B. 6283 ·Haifa, Israel 

'!~hip, 

;~~rtL. Samuels 

campus locifted:Edmond Fleg St. French Carmel · tel. 535211 ~ 

An educatio!\llJ center of the World Union for Progressive Judaism -------------t{-G-+ii...-.. ... ~~~"°'~ot--1)1-
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Rabbi Robert Kahn 
Temple Emanmlfel 
1500 Sunset Blvd. 
nouston, Texas 

Dear Bob: 

January !; - 19 7 3 

I have just received a copy of the new Union yr~erbook. 
There is some wonderful material in i~. There is no question 
that it is an im~rovement for prayer for our American 
Movement. 

~ter h~ving been asKed by your Conference Committe to 
prepare ~ Xabbalat Shabbat service for tlie new prayerboo~ 
and having it returned to me, I realized that it was too 
Zionist centered for tne Americ::lll Movement. However, I 
am shocked ~t the amount of references(or sho'.lld I say 
lack of re~erences) of Zion in the whole prayerbook. I 
have gone through i~ caref\il~y. In the Kabb~lat 5habbat 
there is one prayer which mentions Z±on. In the Shabbat 
morning service s.andwiched in between universalist passages, 
there is a responsive reaning on page 144. There is a 
special prayer on page 215 wnich also s3.Ildwiches Israel 
in between all of our brethren tnroughout 'the world. In 
~ne entire supplemen~ cf 45 songs, there is one Israeli 
song, Yeru.s~lem shell Zanav (but not Hatikvah) . The net 
effect is ~~ti Zionist, anti peoplehopd. By sin of omission, 
the universalists trend of the 5ocial ~arwinis~s of the 
19th century wins the day! With the new prayerbook with 
all of i~s beautiful EnFlish. we read ourselves out of the 
mains~ream of Jewish life once again. 

How c~ we be so blind 'tc wnat is naooening in the Jewish 
world? Our congregants are way ahead of our Rabbis. Do 
like Hillel did. Go out and ask the ':.'Eoole. See where 
their true intere5ts are. •U-e tney :realiy interested in 
theology? Do they redlly believe in universalism after 
A.uschwi tz? ·,;fny are there so cany Israeli programs in the 
synagogue; why ~re "'there so many Israeli programs in the 
defence agencies; why is tnere so much interest in the 
U.J.A. and cultural insti~utions of Israel? 'Hhy are all 
of these so imuort.ant to our Jews? It is because to be 
a Jew one ~ust be part of nis people ana to be part of 
his people means to be part of a la.~d. ~e are sitting in 

The Leo Baeck School 
P.O.B. 6283 ·Haifa: Israel 

: .. ·.· 
campus located. Edmond Fleg St. , French Carmel · tel . 53 5211 ~ 

An educational center of the World Umon for Progressive Judaism -------------+~-+iJ~,..;hitt~..fJ.¥-.l'"'-1)~ 
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the midst of a miracle and ~he Reform Rabbinate acts as 
if it never took place. 

It is tnle that one should not be chauvinistic and that 
it is possible to overemphasize the nation so that one 
worshi~s the nation and the land rather than God or worse , 
makes the nation and the land a god itself. Ne must guard 
that this does not happen ei~her in ~he Homeland or in the 
Diaspora. ou.r em9hasis must be on using the miracl,,using 
the feeling of belonging and being par~ of, in order to 
lift the Jews to a higher religious level. our universalism 
should be our highest goal but it must come through the 
particularism. The new P.ra¥erbook r~~ropresses away from 
this emphasis. Ne must not let th1t happe~. It will take 
another 30-50 years before the Conference puts out another 
prayerbook and we will have read ourselves out cf the Jewish 
people's major interests. r cannot wri~e offieially in 
the name of Maram, however, I <1Ill going to send this letter 
to my colleagues and will let you know whether this is our 
joint position or Wiether I will send you a separate position 
on behalf of ~11 the Israeli Rabbis. ~e have spoken about it 
however, at our recent meeting when it was brought to our 
attention that the new prayerbook does no~ mention rsrdel 
in any new and exciting ways. ~herefore, personally and 
on behalf of Maram, I urge you to hold off any defirdtive 
decisione on the final draft of the prayerbook un~il you 
have heard from us. 

Fond greetings to Rosell. 

rn""~dsn.1p, 

3a~bert L. Samuels 

: 
...... 

: 
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THE MOVEMENT FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM IN ISRAEL 
HIGH HOLIDAYS' SERVICES 

JERUSALIM 
"Har-El" OonsresaUon, 16 Reho't' Shmuel Hanastd, Tel. 2238'1 
Rabbi: A. 8. Zao•I. Cantor: A. Zullr 
Tlckeu al the lb'nagosue OIBce, 18 'Reho't' Shmuel Hanastd, dally from 8.80 a.m. ltlll U.80 p.m. 
and from "-80 p.m.·6.30 p.m. 

HEIREW UNION COLLEGE 
18 RehoY Da't'ld Ramclt14h, Tel. ll27U6, .Jerusalem 
Rabbi: Prof. Ban 8pleella•dler 

HAIFA 
"Or Hadaah" Synagogue, 6 Rebov 11eslddo. P.O.B. 8241, Tel. 83926 
Sha•lt Hall, R11ho• Buport, Mount Carmel 
Rabbi: .!llordeelaal Ro• ... , Cantor: llatu'lee Bc•eDekee 
S-OU b)': Ba'b'bl Jlordeellal Bo•-. Bab'bl a.'bert Suuullll ud Dr. x-.u laeohea 
Tlckeu: Gerber Asenc:r. Central Carmel 
Synairosue'1 OIBce: 6 Reho• Meglddo every day from 6·7 p.m. 

TEL AVIV 
"Keclem" Bynag~e. 20 Rehov Carlebacb, Corner Rehov lbn ~•lrol/Hamea.sftem, Tel. 257621 
Rabbi: lloalae lemu, Cantor; Xordeehal Bell filehaour 
Tickets: At the 8)'na&'OltUe'a Omce, Rahov Carlebach, every day from 7-8.30 p.m. 
Or by phone •tt181 

llERSHEIA 
Conrregallon for Progreaal•e .Judallm 
Rabbi: Darid Foreman, Cantor: Shalom Oobea 
Call Mr. Arnold Grosa, Tel. 73322 

' RAMAT GAN 
llmet Veu&ft .,..,ogue, P.O.B. 2262, 
Ra.ah OballD& B'aU. 67 Reho't' .Jabotlnaky 
RaMd: hYla a. Borla, Cantor: 8. Ooh .. 
Tlolrett: Tlcbt Olllae 'Relctlenotr, 67 Rehov Btallk 
Sblomo Coben Shelp, 88 Rehov Ab& HUlel 
8'il&l'OlfU8'8 OIBoe, 'lt4dna Hall, e~ond lloor, eve17 day from 5-7 p.m. 

NnANYA 
:Natan·Ya Synagogue, 3 JlacDonatd Street. Women'a Leasue Hou.ee 
Leader: Horcleelaal Wertheim, Cantor: ho Topp• 
'l'lcketa to be ordered by phone taTA8 or 22~ or by mall P.0.8. 4116 

NAHARIYA 
l!lmet Veshalom S:rnagogue, !P.O.B. 208 
x.e.der: Shalom Bell Borla, Cantor: Ze'eY Harari 
Tlaketa to be ordeNd by mall "lllnerTa Library," 18 Rehov Hameyudlm 

UPPER NAZARETH 
Hers! Congregation, 'Xercu Haler, 308/44 
Leader: 8111oao Maqul, Cantor: Nimrod OUboa 
For detatle ploaee oall IHIH8 

ASHKELON I AFRIDAR 
Sch1ebar Synagogue 
Rabbi: Halm 81drbal 
Details please call 4877, Dr. Shimon Friedman, 11/302 Bhntat Haldksyon 

PAO lllOBTIDJiJN THE .JERUSALEM POST MAGAZINE FBIDAY, AUGUST ti, 1W1I 



78'6 Greenl.. ~ Fl.ace. 
C I I, OHIO 45237, A 

OY U 25rd • I 972 • 

i.abb1 .o he ,4 • 4 Reho• itan, 
f VIV 69204, Israel. 

ar 1: 

ycu ma7 or not kn:m, there tu now a ioat • t~ora• 

o=tttH of the UAHC, co and -.am. I hAll. spare :you 111 c7~a1 
expln.nntiozm for the e11.etence or this comc.1.tt••• but I hnw to aen.tlon 
that, helo beto'Y&ti. I a::i a 1:1mlbe:r 1ih reot. 

e of \he matt;GTS n011 'tiefore 'tile ccm.d.'ttee • a propoeal bJ' 
n. Zion acholda \liat we _rec:opt•e u z-a the cf'rapria£ of •lth!r a 

Jevi.eh raotber .2.£ a 4ev1ah f'a'ther. til&t pro:poea1 -- to haYe tbe jorit7 
in it ~ vor • 

. las, our .X-7,eahi fth-bocJlal'9 ara th• l'aeult7 do ue no goo4. 
hel' all hav t-o ~· t.U't ~ are •gooate •~ona Jm'! e1Des 

preaches oihe.1.am; .ihal:,r U'YOC&ta label ~ 1 a.4 now achol.der 
proves his form authent1cl'Q b7 dYOOat~ a •nJlakril ot p 1D eter~ 
1nin8 Jevlsh 6 tu - a at•p Witte ... n etm' clJUlai.ca1 1c~ lb Te 

refrained f -taHng, 

.. 
:t theoey , the &oholder proponiil voui.d ,!mmeclt te17 

llnve consequences in prae\l;Ce. 1.re,, 1t .. ould :reaoYe one fUrthar barrier 
\'o D1.xe4 im&rr18£e . ( b•~oncerned YI.th '.tlle nll&loa.a a:t1'.t.li ti.on of 
one of the p:irente, •i.n8 -that~ cb.Udz:en will be •Jewish• !Jl. any c e!) 
... co • it oul.d provide 1.rre.tntUl• o'f end. mapport to mqr ncm-P.e:fora 
Jmm o :fa 1 like practi U6 l!atl.i:f!h llgllinut, vs. ( e ere, e1'ter all, 
depzrrl1.ns f're 'the k•lal • 11 4ef'1rd1:1on or aeabersldp tn th• keW), 
bird, the conoequencea 1'.or TUaduth t'kader:eth 111 Zera l. w:lll tnevitably 

be en .er1.cua than f'or the efoa com:aanlty 1.n the United States. 

:t you hould do rtpt now S. t-o laaue et~ worded 
appeal en bdlnU of your coqneationn end cd !iarp, !llld sena copie• o~ it 
'to 1 7 bib Tl (the ch&irmm Of the Pl.&tforn 0 ittff) an4 to Vi.Cl 
Fol lbh ( CC/ili I: ent.) • 1urxt ... tillg or the Plnt-fon= Col'ld ttee ia 
1n the ecom ::l1' or J'aJIWU"f t973; ud th n.r "thlnga look at the D011ent. , 
·:achol6er' propo8al rill be 0Yerwnel1d.DG17 accepted. 

coth'I" 

Cordi 1]Jr, 

Jakob J . Pet~hovakl. 
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