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\PPEN TO YOU

: CHECK-LIST FOR CONTRACTS
of two colleagues who

, tatat ty Mice:s In negoﬂ:gr% a mﬁ s;ake sure that
age Decome Total iy In tated yours provides for the following:
fris ngi ﬂl:::l_i&iver ;n?'no?]:: :g“-‘t;:g and 1/ SALARY {uiggt; al_increments taki 'l!)ito
‘ihefother 50. Neither ev g ac% cost_of 1iving and merit

ch Rabbinical Pension Board which the C =N a house, that portion of your salary which
crfnid s St el e gty 1 e o i R bt it
: arrmgéd with the RPB to raise the bepefit: {,".fﬂﬁgbe do\fi]mczd o i ;m : =
Thls Tow.cost ($125 to $300/year depending on shou eclared in your vard's minutes

d s ?Whﬁ) wil} pay 60% afyyour salary afteh / gs housing allowance” and is non-taxable
sif-mo 'thsiof. disablesent VL1 B s geich .6 7 PENSION & LIFE INSURANCE. Congregation should
irenip-;? 1”'&‘? WJ; andSt co:g:gg;:.lﬂﬂs pay a minimum of 15%, and you 3% on your
b Sl Ifn'g : S o cp.ano't' o R salary + housing figure.

(and we"11 be happy to write then a Tetter urgiz%/ NRNRCRASH S, BLUE SHIELD, WLIOR, PRRLCN. =

it} if you so request), then give your family t amount, determined by our group's experience

> z covers you and your faniily. :
‘;};"{s"fuﬂ“’“. Eh yosalt.. Serse SR LONG TERM DISABILTTY INSURANCE (see "It Could

iy 3 " Happen to You" - opposite page)
———— e e . CONVENTION ALLOWANCE permitting you the en-

. i‘ : . richment of annual and regional conventions.

g A VACATION - a minimum of one month for each. . .sus

' year you serve from Rosh Hashana. throughss
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January 18, 1973
Mr. Robert I. Kahn
Chairman
CCAR Committee on Liturgy
1500 Sunset Boulevard
Houston, Texas T7005
U.S.A.

Dear Bob:

I'm shocked, humilated and incredulous, I have now gone through the draft copy
of the new prayer book twice, and I can't believe my eyes. With the exeption of a hackneyed
old paragraph on page 105, I can't find anything about Israel in this book. Is this 1973
or are we back in the days of the Pittsburgh Platform? Even then Israel got more attention
(albeit negative) than this prayer book gives it today. What happened? I cannot believe

that this is simply an oversight. Has some person or committee or anonymous bureaucracy
deliberately decided that this book shall exist without any reference to Israel reborn?

First of all, this book is about as universalistic as anyone could make it.
There is a lot sbout the Shabbat, a lot asbout God, not enough about ethics and social
Justice - but basically this book, in its present form, is simply not Jewish enough. It is
pallid, could easily serve liberal Protestants, has nothing of the fire and glory and
grandeur of the religion and the peoplehood of Israel, 0.K., I admit one could say that I
am talking about matters of taste and style, so let's leave this point.

Regarding the total absence of Israel, hoewever, I am not talking about form,
rather about content., No prayer for the safety and welfare and security of the State of
Israel, or the Jewish people living in it? No proclamation to be read smually on Indepen-
dence Day? No reference 0 the fact that L'Shana Habah b'Yerushalayim is now an actuality
for millions of people? No prayer expressing hope that once more mew religious truth may
emanate from the resurrected Israel? No nothing?

And what about the Shoa? Have we Reform Jews nothing to say about that event? Are
we incapable of grappling with it in words? Are we blind to its challenge to religion?
are we afraid 4, respond? On page 235 Dachau is mentioned in a prayer before the Kaddish,
as though we grudgingly remind ourselves of the Bix Million Dead, for whom there is no one
to say Kaddish, Tt's an insult that this spot should be the only place in the book where the
dread fact is evem alluded to.

This century has been marked by the two most outstanding ewenis in the entire
history of our people, standing in juxtaposition to each other within 15 yeara,(1933-1948)-
one bringing the Jewish people close to death and the other giving birth to new life - both
with the most intense religious implications. Are we either blind or stupid emough to print
a new prayer book with no adequate handling of either of these transcendental matters? What
are we trying to do - make believe that the murder never took place; or the recreation of
statehood and nationhood never took place?

Bob ~ your covering mimeographed letter was dated 12 September, and gave the reader
90 days in which to make his comments. I'm late, because the book took longer to get to
Israel, and because I thought even longer about whether to write this letter, Bat, even late,
let me plead with you @8 hard as I know how, not to allow this book to be printed in a 19th
Century vacuum(even though there is a reference to a rocket on page 229), offering a weak ,
pallid description of Judaism of its martyrdom and its rebirth., You can sense I am very dis-
turbed, mainly because I am confused about the reason for the absences, I don't understand
how it would have happened, and I beg you to see that it is corrected,

Lastly, let me say that if there is something in the theological and historical
position of our Movement which I don't understand, and which caused these oversights or
makes it impossible to correct them, then the least thing I can do is to refuse o pray
from this book, which is emactly what I shall do. There are, after all, other pexrfectly
good prayer books. And if the Reform Movement insists on wrapping itself in the cloak of
this weak peetry, then perhaps something is wrong with it. I thought we were moving in a
different direction once the 1943 watcrshed was passed. Am I wrong?

As ever
Herbert A, Friedman
cc: Rabbi David Polish
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January 15, 1973

Rabbi Robert Xahn
Temple Emanu-el
1500 Sunset Blvd.
Houston, Texas

Dear Bob:

" On January 9, at our meeting of Maram, I read my letter
to you of January-2. we discussed it fully and we had a
unanimous decision tc write to you and confer that all of
the members strongly support the vosition which I cutlined
in that letter.

In addition,‘the following voints were made:

1. The prayerbook should be printed from right to left
as a Hebrew book is.

2. There must be 2 service for Yom Ha'atzmaut.

3« There must be some mention of the -‘Holocaust. You might
want to use the second bléessing of the Shema in the '
draft which Dr, Jacobson and I sent t0 you.

4. There should be at least ome prayer exoressing the crucial

idea of Israel as tne supreme instrument for the universalist
thrust of Judaism.

I enclose a copy of my letter to you of January 2 for your
convenience, Tnis is a crucial matter for our Movement
and I'm sure you will give theé highest consideration.

In friexganip,
Riﬁ%%:%g;;rt L. Samuels

The Leo Baeck School
PO.B. 6283 ‘Haifa, Israel

campus located :Edmond Fleg St.. French Carmet - tel 535211
An educational center of the World Union for Progressive Judaism
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Jamiary 25- 1973

Rabbi Robert Xahn
Temple Emanueel
1500 Sunset Blvd.
Houston, Texas

Dear Bob:

T have just received a copy of the new Union prayerbook.
There is some wonderful material in it. .There is no question
that it is an improvement for prayer for our American
Movement.

sfter having been asked by your Conference Committe to
prepare 2 Kabpalat Shabbat service for the new prayerbook
and having it returned to me, I realized that it was too
Zionist centered for the American Movement., However, I

am shocked at the amount of references{or should I say

lack of references) of Zion in the whole prayerbook. I
have gone through it carefully. In the Kabbalat Shabbat
there is one prayer which mentions Zion., In the Shabbat
morning service sandwiched in between universalist passages,
there is a responsive reading on page 144, There is a
special prayer on page 2E5 which alsc sandwiches Israel

in vetwsen all of our brethren throughout the world. In
the entire supplement of 45 songs, there is one Israeli
song, Yerasalem shell Zahav (but not Hatikvah). The net
effect is anti Zionist, anti peoplehood, By sin of omission,
the universalists trend of the Social Darwinists of the
19th century wins the day! With the new prayerbook with
all of its besutiful Enclish, we read ourselves out of the
mainstream of Jewish life once agdin.

How can we be 80 blind to what is hapoening in the Jewish
world? Our congregants are way ahead of our Rabbis. Do
like Hillel did. Go out and ask the people. See where
their true interests are. Are they really interested in
theology? Do they really believe in universalism after
Auschwitz? Why are there so many Israeli programs in the
synagogue; why are there so many Israeli programs in the
defence agencies; why is there so much interest in the
Usdeds and cultural institutions of Israel? #hy are all
of these so important to our Jews? It is because to be

4 Jew one must be part of his people and to be part of
his people means to be part of a land. We are sitting in

The Leo Baeck School : ;
PO.B. 6283 ‘Haifa, Israel 33 .

campus located :Edmond fleg St., French Carmel -tel. 535211
An educational center of the World Union for Progressive Judaism




e

the midst of a miracle and the Reform Rabbinate aets as
if it never took plaee.

It is true that one zhould not be chauvinistic and that

it is possible to overemphasize the nation so that one
worships the nation and the land rather than God or worse,
makes the nation and the land a god itself., we must guard
that this does not happen either in the Homeland or in the
Diaspora., Our emphasis must be on using the miracle,using
the feéling of belonging and being part of, in order to

1lift the Jews to a higher religious level, Our universalism
should be our highest goal but it must come through the
particularism. The ngw'pzayerhoqk.f%;:ogressea away from
this emphasis, We must not let that happen. It will take
another 30-50 years before the Conference puts out another
prayerbock and we will have read ourselves out of the Jewish
people's major interests. I carmot write offieially in

the name of Maram, however, I am going to send this letter
to my colleagues and will let you know whether this is our
joint position or whether T will send you a separate position
on behalf of all the Israeli Rabbis. We have spoken about it
however, at cur recent meeting when it was brought to our
attention that the new prayerbook does not mention Israel

in any new and exciting ways. Therefore, personally and

on behalf of Maram, I urge you to hold off any definitive
decisions on the final draft of the prayerbook until you
have heard from us.

Pond greetings to Rosell,

In frifmdsnip,

Raboi Robert L., Samuels
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THE MOVEMENT FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM IN ISRAEL
HIGH HOLIDAYS SERVICES

JERUSALEM

‘"Har-El'' Congregation, 16 Rehov Shmuel Hanagid, Tel. 223841

Rabbi; A. S8, Zeoul, Cantor: A. Zamir

Tickets at the Bynagogue Office, 16 Rehov Shmuel Hanagid, daily from 8,30 a.m, kil 12.80 p.m.
and from 420 p.m.-6.30 p.m.

HEBREW UNION COLLEGE

13 Rehov David Hamelech, Tel, 237465, Jerusalem
Rabbi: Prof. Eara Spleehandler

HAIFA

"Or Hadash'' S8ynagogue, 6 Rehov Megiddo, P.0.B. 6241, Tel. 83925

Shavit Hall Rehov Hasport, Mount Carmel

Rabbi: Mordechai Hoffman, Cantor: Masuriee Bohellokes

Sermons by: Habbi Mordechal Hoffman, Rabbl Robert Samuels and Dr. Hanoch Jacohsen
Tickets: Gerber Agency, Central Carmel

Bynagogue's Office: 8 Rehov Megiddo every day from 5-7 p.m.

TEL AVIV

“‘Kedem'' Synagogue, 20 Rehov Carlebach, Corner Rehov I'bn Gevirol/Hameasfiem, Tel, 257621
Rabbi: Moshe Zemer, Cantor: Mordechai Ben Schachar

Tlckets: At the Bynagogue's Office, Rehov Carlebach, every day from 7-8.30 p.m,

Or by phone 410985

BEERSHEBA

Congregation for Progressive Judaism
Rabbi: David Foreman, Cantor: Shalom Cohen
Call Mr, Arnold Gross, Tel. 73722

RAMAT GAN

Emet Veanava Synagogue, F.0.B. 2252,

Ramah Cinema Fall, 67 Rehov Jabotinsky

Rabbl: Tuvia Ben Horin, Cantor: 8. Cohen

Tiokets; Ticket Office Relchenoff, 57 Rehov Bialik

Shlomo Cohen Shop, 88 Rehov Aba Hillel

Synagogue's Office, Rama Hall, second floor, every day from 5-7 p.m,

NETANYA

Natan-Ya Synagogue, 3 MacDonald Street, Women's League House
Leader: Mordechal Wertheim, Cantor: Imo Topper

Tlokets to be ordered by phone 27608 or 22286 or by mall P.0,B, 456

NAHARIYA

Emet Veshalom Synagogue, P.0.8. 208
Leader: Shalom Ben Horin, Cantor: Ze'ev Harari
Tickets to be ordered by mail “"Minerva Library,' 18 Rehov Hameyasdim

UPPER NAZARETH

Herzl Congregation, Mercaz Hailer, 308/44
Leader: Shlomo Maaganl, Cantor: Nimrod Gilboa
For details please call 54848

ASHKELON | AFRIDAR

Bchachar Bynagogue
Rabii: Haim Bkirbal
Details please vall 4877, Dr. Shimon Friedman, 11/302 Simtat Hakikayon ’
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7836 Greenland Flace,
CINCINRATI, QHIC 45237, UsA -
Rovember 25yd, 1972.

Eabbi Hoshe LemeT
4 Rehov levitan,
TEL AVIV 69204, Israel.

Daar Mel:

A
Committee of the UANC
explanstions for the

Ben Ziom vacholder that we recognise as J x '
Jewish mother or a Jewish father. That proposal seems to have
in ite fevor, c

be more seriocus tham for the Reform commmumity in the United Itates.

Yhat you should do is to
appeal on behalf of your congrega and of and send copies of it
to Dudley velnberg (the chairman of the Flatform Comnittee) and to David
Folizh (CCAR FPresident). The next meeting of
in the second helf of Jamuary 19735; and the way things look at the moment,
sacholder's proposal will be overvhelmingly accepted.
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