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CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS

OF MAJOR

AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS

515 PARK AVENUE

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022

PLaza 2-1616
Cable Address: COJOGRA

AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS:

Arvwerst an Israel Public
Al Commitiee

Amenican jewish Congress
Amwencan Mizrachi Women
Anwt i an Jwonist Federation

Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith

B'na B'nith
B'nai B'nith Women
Hona Zinn

Central Conference of
Amwercan Rabbis

Comane il of jewish Federations
anl Weellare Funds (observer)

Emunah Women of America
) Ladirsah

Jewsh [ abaor Commitiee
Jewsh Natwonal Fund

Jewinh Reconstrud tionst
Foundation

Jewishs War Visteram
of the LLS AL

L abew Zsomest Alliane ¢
Mizrac b=t lapoel Hamizrachi’

Mational Commities for
| absewr bsraed, Inc,

MNatwonal Council of
Jewrshy Whonwen

MNLtioriel Coune il of
Yomarng bsrael

Nt Fosderation ef
bernple Sesterhoods

National jeewash Commuonity
Relahons Advisory Council

Naational kwish Welfare Board

Naowth Amueric an jewish
Yowth Coundil

Passeer Weomen
s Ralsbinieal Assembly
Kabbwne ol Coundil of America

L tamenn oof Arvwerie an Hiehbrew
{ ongregatuns

Ulsnan ool Odrthadhon Jowish
€ empgregations of Amenca

e Synagogue ol America
Winen's Amencan ORT

Wiommen's | eapue v
{ onsectvative Judarsm

Wotled Zsonist Organization
Anwriean Section, lng,

Lot Onganizabion ol America
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uly 2, 1981
Mfe Jﬁ
This letter, signed by the presidents of all 34 constituent
members of the Conference of Presidents of Major American
Jewish Organizations, is sent to you because of our profound
conzern that America's interests are at risk as a result of

the misguided proposal to sell the most sophisticated conven-
tional weapons systems in the American arsenal.

: Slie M73
ta/ Poue m

Dear Rabbi:

If this plan goes through, our country will be, we are per-
suaded, in grave danger. Here is why:

1) American secrets could fall into Soviet hands.

The parallels with Iran -- where sophisticated U.S. weapons
were compromised after Khomeini seized power -- are frightening.
Saudi Arabia is unstable and unreliable. The danger of revo-
lution is underscored by the takeover of the Grand Mosque in
Mecca that nearly brought down the royal family in 1979.

A11 the advanced armaments our country poured into Iran could
not save the Shah. Must we make the same mistake in Saudi Arabpia?

2) America needs strong bases -- and allies committed to Middle
East stability -- to halt Soviet expansionism in the Middle East.
Saudi Arabia bitterly opposes our country's efforts to achieve
peace in the region.

The Saudis have objected to the permanent stationing of U.S.
forces on Saudi soil or anywhere in the Persian Gulf area. They
have denounced the Camp David process and cut off economic assis-
tance to Egypt while continuing to give hundreds of millions of
dollars to the terrorist PLO. And they have called for a jihad --
a holy war -- against Israel.

What is the wisdom of selling American weapons to a nation that
insists that the primary threat to its security is Israel, and
not the Soviet Union? Why sell amms that are intended for attack
against our friend and ally Israel?

-



™

3) America's friends -- and enemies -- must know we keep our commitments.

Three years ago Secretary of Defense Harold Brown promised the U.S. Senate,
then debating the sale of F-15 jets to Saudi Arabia, that these planes would
never be equipped with offensive capabilities that could be used to attack
Israel. President Carter publicly repeated that pledge last October. Nothing
has changed to warrant breaking that promise.

Is America's word no longer its bond?

In sum, it is our judgment that from every point of view, the proposed arms
package for Saudi Arabia is wrong.

It will not enhance the security of Saudi Arabia, but endanger it by increasing
the temptation of subversive groups to revolt and seize power.

It will not promote Middle East ce, but threaten it by rewarding Saudi
rabia for condemning the Camp David process.

It will not strengthen trust in our country's commitments, but weaken it by
signifying the breaking of a solemn pledge to 1he American people.

The arms package for Saudi Arabia imperils our country's interests. It
threatens our allies. It damages the cause of peace. We urge you to do
everything possible to stop it.

Respectfully,

?Zigj;JtL}ﬁ(' ff' '*4;‘~1 t 424£&1

Howard M. Squadron
Chairman
Conference of Presidents

Suutfoss o ol 2¢ Pk, wilidiesf
S (¢ b Uy Schudbc,

Wt appuided.
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5:30 - 6:00 p.m.

6:00 - 6:05 p.m.

6:05 - 6:15 p.m.

6:15 - 7:00 p.m.

7:00 - 7:15 p.m.

71:15

AGENDA

{ Combined Jewish Philanthropies of Greater Boston
72 Franklin Street, Boston, Mass. 02110 542-8080

Thursday, September 10, 1981
5:30 P.M. - Bay Club

BRIEFING FOR 1981 PRESIDENT'S MISSION

Arrival
Cocktails
Allyn Levy - Introduces himself
1. Welcames the group
2. Loocking forward to the mission
3. Acknowledges — Bill Sapers — 1982 CGeneral Campaign Chrmn.
- Harold Morgan-Director of Campaign
Development
- Joel Sherman-1982 Chairman of Missions
4. Details:
a. Departure from Boston via bus
b. Jackets

c. Passports
d. Clothing

5. Introduce - Bill Sapers
Bill Sapers = Importance of Mission for CJP
Introduce -~ Rabbi Herbert Friedman
Rabbi Herbert Friedman
Discussion

Adjourn

9/10/81
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“Rejoice with Jerusalem
and be glad for her,
All you who love her.
Rejoice with herin joy.”

Isaiah 66:10



A ZION LOVER’S PRAYER

Lord of the universe, May Your great mercy and
lovingkindness be stirred up; make me worthy, and help me
to go forth and to come speedily to our holy land, which is
the land You have chosen abave all lands and given for an
inheritance to Your people Israel, which is chosen from all

peoples.

It is the land of true life wherein is the chief foundation
and source of holiness, the rogit of the all-pervasive holiness
of lsrael.

It is the land which the Lord seeks continually, as is
written in Your Torah: ‘“A land for which the Lord cares; the
eyes of the Lord Your God are always upon it, from the
beginning of the year even unto the end of the year”
(Deuteronomy xi, 12); a desirable good and spacious land,
which You were pleased to give us, as.a heritage to our
fathers, a land wherein is the city of our God, His holy
mountain, fair in situation, the joy of the whole earth.

Lord of the universe, in Your abundant mercy show
compassion to us and stir up our hearts and the hearts of our
children and the hearts of all Your people, the house of
Israel, that we be inspired with longing, great yearning, and
intense desire for Eretz Israel; that we may long, yearn and
desire continually, in truth, to come to Eretz Israel, until
You will grant us to come speedily to our holy land, that we
may be worthy, on this account, to be moved sincerely to
fear and serve You,

And there we will serve You with awe, as in the days of
old, and as in ancient years.

Likkutei Maharan
14th Century




MY HEART IS IN THE EAST

My heart is in the east,

but | am in the furthermost west.

How can | find pleasure in food?

How can it be sweet for me?

How can | render my vows and my bonds,
while Zion lies enslaved to Edom,

and | am in Arab chains?

As easy matter it would seem to me,

to leave all the comforts of Spain—

Seeing how precious in my eyes it would be
to glimpse the dust of the desolate sanctuary.

Judah Ha-Levi
1085-1140

A lithograph of

the Jewish Quarter in

the Old City, made by
a French artist in 1802




WANDERERS IN THE DESERT

UP, wanderers in the desert! UP and leave behind your
desolation.
Long is the journey; longer still the battle ahead.

Enough roving. Enough wandering in the wilderness.
Before us lies the great, wide road.

RISE, wanderers, and FORWAR.D! Claim the way.
Forsake your desolation, but keep your voices from
weeping.

With step assured, forward go in silence.
Lest your matching steps anger the desert and those
asleep within it,

Let the echo of each man’s step be heard alone within his
heart.
Let every man hear his own God say: A new land’s
border shall you cross this day.

No more gifts from heaven! No guail, no manna, no falling
seed!
The bread of labor shall you eat, the fruit of hand-
wrought toil.

No more desert tents pitched beneath midnight skies.
A new house shall you build.

A new home shall you raise!

Chaim Nachman Bialik
(1873-1934)




GREETING SHABBAT,
REMEMBERING JERUSALEM

O Jerusalem, holy place of the Lord our King;

O Royal city, rise from your ruins!

You have dwelt long enough in the valley of weeping;
God will now have mercy upon you,

Shake off the dust and arise!

O my people, put on your garments of beauty.

Soon will redemption come

to the Children of Israel through David’s descendant.

Awake! Awake! Your light has come.

Arise and be joyful!

Awake and sing!

For the glory of the Lord is revealed upon you.

Be not ashamed nor dejected.

Why be downcast and sad?

My oppressed people shall find shelter in your gates;
Your city shall be rebuilt on its ancient place.

Those who would destroy you shall themselves be destroyed;
all your enemies shall be banished.

Your God will rejoice with youl

as a bridegroom rejoices with his bride

Lekha Dodi
Solomon Halevi Alkabez
(1540)




THE RESTORATION OF ZION

The Lord will arise and have compassion upon Zion,
For it is time to be gracious unto her.
The Lord builds up Jerusalem;
He gathers together the dispersed of Israel.
For the Lord will comfort Zion;
He will comfort all her waste places.
He will make her wilderness like Eden,
And her desert like the garden of the Lord.
Joy and gladness shall be found therein,
Thanksgiving and the voice of melody.
The ransomed of the Lord shall return,
And come with singing unto Zion.
Everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
They shall obtain gladness and joy,
And sorrow and sighing shall vanish.
They shall build the waste cities, and inhabit them;
They shall plant vineyardls; and drink the wine thereof.
They shall also make gardens and eat the fruit of them,
And God shall plant them upoin their own land.
And they shall no more be: plucked up
Out of their land which God hath given them,
They shall abide in peaceful habitations,
In safe dwellings, and in quiet resting places.
Zion shall be redeemed through justice,
And they that dwell there through righteousness.
Then shall Zion be saved,
And Jerusalem shall dwell in safety,
For out of Zion shall go forth the Law,
And the word of God frorn Jerusalem.




ISRAEL AND THE JEW

Spiritually the Jews have never left Eretz Israel.
In the Diaspora they live according to its calendar, cele-
brating the spring and the harvest when it is spring and
harvest time in Eretz Israel.
They toast the Sabbath and the Holy Days with wine
pressed from grapes of the Homeland, and forego
necessities to be able to afford the Ethrog, whose sweet
aroma is to them synonymous with the air of the Holy
Land.

A little soil from Eretz Israel is among the most precious
possessions of Jews who dread nothing more than being
buried in foreign soil without the comfort of a bit of Eretz
Israel earth under their heads. Even in the grave their faces
are turned toward Zion.

The undying Jewish love and attachment to Eretz Israel
is the most unique example of loyalty and devotion.

From the time of the first exile in Babylon, through the long
night of the Middle Ages, down to our own day, every
worthwhile Jewish effort, every spark of Jewish creativeness,
every Jewish joy and every Jewish sorrow have stemmed
from and been inspired by Eretz Israel.

This tiny land, which had been home to the Jewish
people for less than one-third of their historical career
thus far, is enshrined in the heart of every Jew deserving
the name.

In all countries and under many skies, for 25 centuries, day
by day, Jews have thrice daily prayed for the restoration of
their ancient Homeland, shedding tears of woe while remem-
bering the vanished glory of Zion.

Trude Weiss-Rosmarin




IT SHALL COME TO PASS

It shall come to pass in the latter days

that the mountain of the house of the Lord

shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;

and all the nations shall flow to it.

And many peoples shall come and say: _
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob;

that he may teach us his ways

and that we may walk in his paths".

For out of Zion shall go forth the Law,
and the word of the Lord fromn Jerusalem.

He shall judge between the nations,
and shall decide for many peoples.

And they shall beat their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks.

Nation shall not lift up.sword against nation,
neither shall men learn warany more.

Isaiah 2: 1-4







INFLUENCE OF ERETZ YISRAEL

A mystic voice resounds forever, the voice of our people
crying out for its home; the yearning of our folk for its land
has never been silenced.

The pure flame of this yearning is our one sign of life, of
real being, the clearest evidence that our people has not
waived its right to exist.

The charm of the Land, an influence for serenity and abiding
peace, has never forsaken us;it has made two thousand years
of wandering seem but a passing event.

Under many skies have we marched; in many lands have
we pitched out tents; in some of them we took delight in
the goodly shade they afforded, and we abode there for
a long time.
But our people has not for one moment surrendered the
source of its being, the quarry from which its spirit and soul
were hewn.

There is a unique bond,; a selemn.covenant, a mystic tie,
between the people of Israel and the Land of Israel.
Whenever some memory of the Land is kindled in the heart
of the Jew, his blood flows more exultantly; all his being is
aroused to new heroism, new fortitude, a new thirst for God.

Every contact with the Land works a complete revolu-
tion in his outlook on life, an uplift which is a return to
God, a veritable redemption.
Every contact with the Land heals the soul of the people and
brings to life all the good that is latent in the hidden recesses
of its spirit.
The great joy of creation now throbs through the arteries
of all Jewry, the creation of a people risen to full stature,
vigorous, thriving, responsible.
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The world’s orphans, unloved and scorched by the roaring
fires of human hate, escape with a shout of exultation to the
bosom of their mother land.

And through their hearts, the prayer of our people
cleaves a path to heaven, the prayer for a shelter, secure
and enduring, for a land they can call home,

For a center of life for the whole of our people, a heart for
its body, whence the life-blood would flow through all its
arteries and veins,

A prayer for the coming of the Messianic days, when our

people will be redeemed in the universal redemption of
man under the sovereignty of God.

From an [talian Haggadah, the towers of the city and the words, “Next year in
Jerusalem!"

11



THE ETERNAL RIDDLE

Israel, my people,
God’s greatest riddle,
Will your solution
Ever be told?

Fought—never conquered,
Bent—never broken,
Mortal—immortal,
Youthful, though old.

Egypt enslaved you,
Babylon crushed you.
Rome led you captive,
Homesless your head.

Where are those nations,
Mighty and fearsome?
You have survived them,
They are long dead.

Nations keep coming,
Nations keep going,
Passing like shadows,
Wiped off the earth.

You are eternal,

You remain a witness,
Watching their burial,
Watching their birth.

Pray, who revealed to you
Heaven'’s great secret:
Death and destruction
Thus to defy?

Suffering torture,
Stake, inquisition,
Pray, who taught you
Never to die?

Yes, and who gave you
Faith, deep as ocean,
Strong as the rock-hills,
Fierce as the sun?

Hated and hunted,
Ever you wander,
Bearing a message:
God is but One!

Israel, my people,
God'’s greatest riddle,
Will your solution
Ever be told?

Philip M. Raskin
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EXCERPTS FROM DECLARATION OF
INDEPENDENCE OF ISRAEL, MAY 14, 1948

In the land of Israel the Jewish people came into being.

In it was molded the people’s spiritual, religious and national
character.

In it the people lived in sovereign independence.

In it they created a national and universal cultural heritage and
bequeathed to the entire world the eternal Book of Books.

Though exiled by forces or arms from its native soil the people
kept its faith in all the lands of its dispersion and did not cease to pray
and to hope for the restoration to its land, to renew there its national
independence.

From the historic and traditional bond, Jews in each generation
desired to return and grasp their ancient birthright, and in recent
generations they returned to their land in multitudes. Valiant pioneers
and defenders, made wilderness bloom, revived the Hebrew tongue,
built towns and villages. They founded a great settlement, master of its
economy and cultural life, seeking peaceful existence, and protecting
itself, it brought the blessing of pirogress to all the inhabitants of the
land, and the thirst for political independence.

The holocaust that overwhelmed the Jewish people in recent times
in which millions of Jews were brought down te butchery in Europe
proved again above all, the necessity for solution of the problem of the
Jewish people who were homeless and without independence, through
the recreation of a Jewish state in the land of Israel which would open
to full width the gates of the homeland to all Jews and bestow upon the
Jewish people a position of a nation with equal rights among the family
of nations.

On the 29th of November 1947, the General Assembly of the
United Nations accepted the decision that required the establishment of
a Jewish state in the Land of Israel. ... This is the natural right of the
Jewish people to be as every other nation, standing by its own right in
its own sovereign dominion.

Therefore we have assembled, we the members of the National
Council, representatives of the Jewish settlement and the Zionist
movement, on the day of the conclusion of the British mandate over
the Land of Israel, and by strength of our natural and historic right and
on the basis of the resolution of the General Assembly of the United
Nations, do hereby proclaim the establishment of the Jewish State in
the land of Israel, that is the State of Israel.

13



A PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

O Lord our God, when our souls thirst for a miracle, we
remember Israel.

When we want to be reassured that You are with us, as
You were with our fathers, we remember Israel, the land and
the people, revived in our time.

When we need to know that the Jewish People lives, that
we have survived the long night and are still a living, creative
people, our eyes turn Eastward, toward the land of Zion.

There we see Jews living proudly. The rhythm of the
land is the rhythm of the Jewish calendar, and the language
of the land is Hebrew reborn.

Where there was desolation, our people have brought
growth, and where there was emptiness, there is now new
life.

When we think of Israel, we stand taller and walk more
proudly; for we know that what was promised to our
forefathers has come about in our days:

“And | shall bring thern to their own land and settle
them there, and never again $hall they be uprooted from the
land which | have given them.”

We thank you, O Lord, for the miracle—and for those of
Your children who helped it come to pass.

Harold Kushner
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TO TOUCH HANDS IN PEACE

We pray for Israel,

Both the mystic ideal of our father’s dreams,
And the living miracle, here and now,

Built of heart, muscle, and steel.

May she endure and guard her soul,

Surviving the relentless, age-old hate,

The cynical concealment of diplomatic deceit,
And the rumblings that warn of war.

May Israel continue to be the temple that magnetizes
The loving eyes of Jews in all corners:

The American Jew who, in affluence and relative peace,
Forgets the glory and pain of his being,

And the Jew of Russia whose bloodied fist

Beats in anguish and pride against the cage of his enslave-
ment.

May Israel yet embrace her horneless, her own,
And bind the ingathered firmly into one people.

Let those who yearn for a socigty built an human concern
Find the vision of the prophets realized in her.

May her readiness to defend
Never diminish her search for peace,

May we always dare to hope

That in our day the tragic isolation will end,

That all the displaced, Arab and Jew, will be rooted again,
That Israel and her neighbors will touch hands in peace.

Nahum Waldman
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STEADY THE FOOTSTEPS

Steady, O God, the footsteps of those who have slipped off
the gallows

In strange lands, and have risen upon the walls of the fortress;

Steady them that they may not stumble and fall, for weary
they are, and still stagger. . . .

Soften the hard rocks of Masada under theirlheads when they
do fatigue;

Do not let the cold hail of despair blast that which they have
sown here, the seeds of souls and of dreams.

Bid, O God, many rains of solace to fall upon it, and may the
dew fructify it at night,

Till it be rewarded with the promise of harvest! . . .
For if this time again you will riot be merciful, O God,

Nor accept our dream, nor heed the offerings of those who
strive to make the dream come true. . . .

O God, save Masada!

Yitzhak Lamdan
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ISRAEL

When | see the name of Israel high in print,
The fences crumble in my flesh; | sink
Deep in a Western chair and rest my soul.

| look the stranger clear to the blue depths
Of his unclouded eye, | say my name
Aloud for the first time unconsciously.

Karl Shapire

For the Jew, Israel is a state of mind.

It is not only a piece of geography.

It is history.

It is theology.

It is memory.

It is Jewish tears and Jewish triumphs,

It is Jewish anguish and, )ewish ecstasy.

It is childhood legends and Biblical verses.

It is the direction that we pray and the subject of our prayers.
It is exile and homecoming.

It is a burning Temple and a new flag at the United Nations.
It is Tisha B’Av and Yom Atzmaut,

the 9th of Avand the 5th of lyar.

It is a people restored and hope reborn.

Sidney Greenberg
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PRAY FOR THE PEACE OF JERUSALEM

| was glad when they said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the LORD."”
Our feet have been standing

within your gates, O Jerusalem!

Jerusalem, built as a city
which is bound firmly together,
to which the tribes go up,
the tribes of the LORD,
as was decreed for Israel,
to give thanks to the name of the
LORD.
There thrones for judgment were set,
the thrones of the house of David.

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem!
“May they prosper who love you!
Peace be within your walls,
and security within your towers!”
For my brethren and companions’ sake
I will say, “Peace be within you!"
For the sake of the house of the LORD our God,
| will seek your good.

Psalm 122

A blast of the shofar,
the traditional ram’s horn,
in front of David's Tower

in Jerusalem

18




“RIGHTEOUSNESS,
JUSTICE AND EQUALITY . . .”

Our generation has received a special privilege (z'chut)
and all of the burdens and responsibilities thrust upon it are
nothing to compare with this blessing. Our generation has
attained what previous generations of Jews did not. We must
never forget when and why we received this special endow-
ment to create our own state. It happened after 6,000,000
fellow Jews had been murdered. . .

Nor can | ever forget the fact that our independence was
won by those who paid for it with their lives. Each year | am
asked to visit the military cemeteries, | have visited them
yearly. | see mothers there, and | know that their pain is no
less because of the fact that their bereavement took place
years ago. For the mother, the father, the widow, the orphan
who stand by the grave, it is as though it happened yesterday.
Every time people start protesting about the burdens which
have to be imposed upon theny in order to maintain a state, |
see in my mind’s eye the father standing by the graveside—
and then all the burdens to be placed upon the people seem
insignificant . . .

Let this state become what our fallen wished it to be. We
have always nutured the dream of being more exalted than
other nations. Let this state, in its daily conduct and in its
values and the ethics of the people, forever reflect righteous-
ness, justice and equality. May each be enabled to reach
whatever goal he can attain.

Golda Meir

19






AS TIF IN A DREAM

They tell me this is the Wall.

No. | don’t believe it. | am not able—l am afraid to
believe it.

Deep down, of course, | realize that they are right, that
indeed it is the very Wall—which Jew cannot recognize it
instantly! Yet | cannot believe that it is I—l—who now stands
before it, gazing as if in a dream, breathlessly confronting it
as though it were a living being, omnipotent, all knowing,
master of the secrets of the universe. . . . a man of stone who
has raised himself outside and above time, a being that bears
me to a strange and distant world, where each stone has its
own will, fate and memory ... | cannot believe that it is |
who has conceived such stormy fantasies, that it is | who now
trembles like a wisp in the wind!

| feel a weird sensation ... This is the first time that |
am here, yet | feel that | was at this very spot before. | have
already seen these Jews, have heard their prayers. Every
shape seems familiar, every sound as though it has arisen
from the depths of my own past. But there is a difference.
Before there were no young mein and women milling about in
uniforms. . .. What are they doing here? And why are they
crying? | do not know. They themselves neither know nor
say. They see nothing—except the Wall before them. But it is
theirs, for it is they who bore it on their shoulders year after
year and generation after generation. And their tears—their
tears are the Wall’s. . .. "

Elie Wejsel
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STONES WITH HEARTS

A girl stood at the Western Wall,

Pressing against it lips and chin.

Said she to me: the shofar sound is strong indeed
But stronger yet is the silence within.

She spoke to me of: Zion . . . the Temple Mount . . .
Was silent on: kindness . . . and justice clearly seen . . .
But what shone on her brow in the dimming light
Was the purple of a queen.

(Refrain)

The Wall means—moss and sorrow,
The Wall means—blood and lead.

Men there are with hearts of stone,
And stones with the hearts of men.

Deep in prayer, an-aged rabbi

Stood with us at the Western Wall
Said he to me: how blest we all are,
And then remembered: not all, not all.

There he stood with tears in his eyes,
Amidst dozens of soldiers alont.

He said to me: beneath the khaki, all-of you
Are Priests and Levites, every cne.

The Wall means—moss and sorrow . . . (Refrain)

22



Then to the Wall came a parachutist;
Of the platoon he alone survived.

Said he to me: no shape has death but it has dimension,

in millimeters exactly nine . . .

He said to me: the city rejoices,

Free and triumphant, united, gold.

But you mustn’t look at me at this moment:
I've become, in one week, an;eternity old.

Refrain

She stood at the Wall, a mother in black,

As one of the infantry did her son fall.

Said she to me: the eyes of my boy are glowing there,
Not candles placed on the stones in the Wall . . .

She said to me: writing a wish toslip.in.a crack,
Is the custom here as |'ve heard.

But I’'m writing nothing; whait | gave to this wall
Is more priceless than letter or word.

Refrain

Yosi Gamzu
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FROM A PRISON ON ALIEN SOIL

Prof. Mikhail Zand served 15 days in a Sawiet jail for “hooliganism" following a
demonstration for fewish emigration rights, after which he lost his professorship
at Russia's Institute for Eastern Studies.

While in prison, where he staged a two-week hunger strike, Zand wrote the
following poem:

Inside prison walls

Sits a Jew waiting for a miracle.

To the land of milk and honey

How, by what means,

To send her greetings?

The walls are thick and heavy,

The door is locked,

The guards are many.

Who will send help?

Help me, Lord of the Universe, My God!

A wonder, a wonder, a wonder

Perform for me!

Who is like unto Thee?

Help me, my God!

So that from the prison my voice may reach
To my land, Your land,

Greetings of peace to you

From a prison on alien soil to the Land of the Dream,
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THROUGH GATEWAY AND HALL

Thus have they made their way, through gateway and hall
The old and the young, bent on reaching the ancient Wall.

The world had not seen such a journey for nigh on to two
thousand years:
In swarming masses, in sorrow and agonized tears.

Compassion appears to replace age-old hatred and strife,
Stirring the ashes of long-dead brothers seemingly back to
life.

I go with my people, go together with them to the sacred
Western Wall.

Approaching together as one, with tears of grief-turned-to-joy
we heed the eternal call.

We may weep! Never mind, shed your tears unashamed, for
why
When paratroops weep need we be ashamed to cry?

For those who fell we are weeping in inconsolable sorrow,
Yet remember we must that thiey fought—to ensure our
people’s tomorrow. . . .

Binem Heller




TWO JEWS MET THIS MORNING.

FROM A LETTER TOMY CHILDREN

“Two Jews met this morning at Lod Airport, outside of Tel
Aviv, shortly after the sun came up.

One arrived on a luxury jet from Austria,

One arrived on an air conditioned bus from a luxury hotel,
just days after he too arrived on a luxury jet...from
California. '

Two Jews met in Israel, and for each it was the first time his
feet had touched the land of his ancestors,

Two Jews met in Israel, and embraced, and shed tears
without shame, and exchanged only one word: ‘Shalom’

These two Jews embraced for several minutes, and wept
together.

One was sixty and dressed in black and wore a hat and cried.
The other was fifty and dressed in double knit and cried.

The man dressed in black carried a small package . . . personal
to him.

The man in double knit carried a small package...an
expensive camera.

Both cried, and exchanged only the one word.
The man in black, three days before, left his home in Russia.

The man in double knit, three days before, left his home in
California. . . . these two Jews met this morning.

For the man in black, freedom became his, the dignity to live
and worship (if he so desires) and work . . .and be free for
the rest of his days.

For the other man, that which was his freedom—his personal,
selfish freedom—was circumscribed, for the rest of his days,
and his great treasure and his activities and his heart were no
longer his alone.
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| do not know the name of the man in black, nor did | see
him again after the embrace and the tears, nor do | know
from what city he came nor to what home he went.

| am the other man, and | say to you that when two Jews
met this morning shortly after the sun came up, they met as
brothers and as kinsmen and they exchanged freedom.

| now have less,

| wrote this to you, my children, because | want you to know
what happened to your father this day, January 12, 1972.”

Leonard Shane




THE SOLDIER WEEPING
AT THE WESTERN WALL

Asa, my uncle, died at the wall--
In a village called Lublin, he died at the wall,
With twenty-six others
The SS shot them all.
For him, and for them, | weep at the Wall.
Sarah, my cousin, died at the wall—
In a chamber of Auschwitz, she died at the wall.
With a child at her breast.
So hungry—so small.
For her and the child, | weep at the Wall.
Shalom, my brother, died at the: wall,
On the Syrian border, he died at the wall
Of the house he had built:
He was rugged and tall.
For my brother Shalom, | weep at the Wall.
O God of my fathers, | fought for this Wall
For my uncle and those who fell with him—for all;
For my cousin, her baby, so hungry, so small
For my brother Shalom—rugged and tall
Now let my tears win the right-+just to fall.

Sister Felicia
Community of St, Mary's
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“WITH WHAT SHALL I BLESS”

With what shall | bless him

With what shall this Boy be blessed . . . asked the angel.

And he blessed him with a radiant smile

And he blessed him with big observing eyes

To capture all the sights of flowers and birds

And he blessed him with a heart that is sensitive to all sights.

With what shall | bless him

With what shall this Youth be blessed . . . asked the angel.

And he blessed him with feet to dance to no end

And a soul to absorb all melody

And a hand to gather shells upon shore

And an ear that is tuned to young and old.

With what shall | bless him

With what shall this Young Man be blessed . . . asked the
angel.

And he blessed him with hands that are tender to flowers,

Which will also master the power of armor

And he blessed him with feet to cover all mountains

And with lips to sing the rhythm of command.

Now the angel says; ‘'l gave hirmn all that one can

| gave him a song, and a smile, and feet to dance,

And a sensitive hand, and a tender heart,

With what, oh, with what shall | bless him still?”

And the lover replies,

“God, O God, if you only blessed him with life . . ."”

Rahel
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AS THE MOUNTAINS
ARE ABOUT JERUSALEM

““As the mountains are about Jerusalem
So shall God’s love be around His people-Israel.”

| stand in the midst of these mountains
and | tremble,

For someone—some Psalmist, or troubadour
or wise man, or warrior
stood thus thousands of years ago, and said:

“God, as the mountains are around Jerusalem
Please let Your love be around Your people—Israel.”

But the mountains envelope Jerusalem
They are warm and loving

and passionate and beautiful

and barren and green

and rocky and smooth.

They are decorated with houses and museums,
memorials and memories

libraries and universities

and hospitals and people.

God! Let Your love be around your people
As the mountains are about Jerusalem.

Bea Stadtler
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FOR THOSE WHO DIED
IN THE ISRAELI WAR

A king of flesh and blood who goes out to war against his
enemies

Brings forth his force to kill and to be killed.

There is doubt whether he loves his soldiers

Or whether he does not love his soldiers,

Whether they are important in his eyes _

Or whether they are not important in his eyes.

And even if they are important in his eyes,

They are no more important than corpses.

But our King,

The King of kings, the Holy One, Blessed be He,

Desires life, loves peace and pursues peace,

Loves Israel His people and has chosen us from all the
nations,

Not because we are greater in number,

For we are the least in number.

And because He loves us and we are few in number,

Each one of us is as important in His eyes as a whole

regiment.

Therefore we pray after the death of each Jew
Yitgadal, v'yitkadash, sh’may raba

May the power of the Name be magnified,

And may no lessening of power come to Him
Who is blessed and sanctified

In the worlds He has created according to His will.

And if we pray thus for each one who dies;
How much the more so for our dear brothers and sisters,

The children of Zion,

The slaughtered ones of the land of Israel,

Whose blood was spilled for the glory of His name
And for His people

And for His land

And for His inheritance.
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Therefore, oh our brethren, the whole house of Israel,
Who mourn in this mourning.

We turn our hearts to our Father in Heaven,

The King of Israel and its Redeemer.

And we pray

For ourselves

And for Him:

Yitgadal v’ yitkadash sh’'may raba

B’olma deev’ra hirutay, v'yamleeh malhutay
V’yatzmah Veekarev M’sheehay . . .

That we may be worthy to live and see

With our very eyes,

O’seh Shalom bimromav Hu b'rahamav Yaseh Shalom aleynu

v’'al kol Yisrael,
That He who, is in His mercies, makes peace in the heavens
Will make peace for us
And for all Israel
And let us say,
Amen.

S. Y. Agnon
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THEREFORE, WE THANK THEE GOD.

(At the end of a week of mourning for our son Noam.)

Incline Thine ear, O God,

Consider a brief space

In this night hour of sombre rage

The word of parents bewildered by bereavement.

We approach Thee not with regret, nor complaint,

Nor do we come to litigate with Thee,

Only thanks pouring from the wound of our heart we
offer Thee.

Accept it, O God.

For these three things thanksgiving be to Thee:

For pleasant years,

For one and twenty years

Wherein Thou didst honor us with him and lent him us,

For his steps walking humbly by our side on the little isle
of life:

Years sown with the peace of |his being,

When like a gliding swan he miade his way erect with grace;

Years shining with smiles

Which like sunrays he spread around him,

With good-hearted whispers, pardons by concession and
understanding,

Years shining with the light of his two eyes,

Where dreams yearned, mingled with the sorrow of fate,

Having a pure look and upright before God and man,

For this little gift

Of twenty-one years of life thou gavest him and us,

We thank Thee. .....

And for a hero’s death

Thou didst appoint him,

For all the limbs of his body were taut in strength

And welded in pride

And on all his sinews was spread the essence of power,

The wine kept for the saints of Thy people who hallow
its land.
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Thou didst lead him among the evening-hills in the nights
of Judah,

No voice being heard but the bidding of the Maccabees
of old.

The echoes of their blood set his exultant heart tramping
to victory,

No other lodestar but the light of his own soul,

A tongue of fire

Born of the flame of Bar Kochba which he kindled,

Marching serene, stepping with confidence

In the height of dread and solitude,

Girt with the armour of hope; encircled with the girdle
of power,

To meet the beginning of freecdom or the end of glory. .. ...

For the death which was like a kiss

At the lips of Mattathias the Hasmonean

With which Thou didst favour him

When he ascended the holy ladder,

We thank Thee. . . ...

And for the flowing tear

When Thou didst make Thy heost of clouds
and Thy bands of cherubs weep

When the news of the bereavement reached us

And when Thou didst roll the sighs of the thunder of Thy
heart

Among the terrible heights, And us here on the gloomy earth,

When our soul was clothed with grief for our son!

For Thy tears shed and Thy sigh breathed

Together with those of a father and a mother

We thank Thee. . .. ..

Reuben Grossman (Avinoam)
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679 AMBASSADORS

679 soldiers have fallen so far in the Six Day War"—from an announcement by
the Israel Defense Force, on the day after the war.

679 ambassadors,

Lord of the universe,

We have sent You.

To the government of the King of kings,
We sent them from Your holy land.

We were abandoned by all, cut off

To face the enemy that rose up against us,
Therefore we sent these 679

As messengers to heaven.

We were disillusioned with all diplomatic talk,

And it became completely clear to us

That for the people of Israel pnly the two weapons remained:
The best of our sons—and thet merey of heaven.

They will come to You, wounded, torn,

To plead for us before Your throne.

In our names they will present their credentials,
Inscribed on their bodies in lead.

679 Ambassadors,
Lord of the universe,
We have sent You.

Rina Barzilay
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IN MEMORIAM

LET US STAND SILENT in memory of our dearly beloved
sons and daughters who gave their lives for the liberation of
our homeland and the security of our people.

They gave all they had. They poured out their very lifeblood
for the freedom of Israel, even as the living waters quench the
thirst of the arid soil.

Not in monuments of stones or trees shall be preserved their
memory, but in the reverence and pride which will, until the
end of time, fill the hearts of our people when their memory
is recalled.

Our hearts are filled to overflowing with praise and thanks-
giving to the Rock of Israel. But let us not delude ourselves
that our work is finished. We are still at the beginning.

The road stretching ahead is longand hard, and there are still
many obstacles in our way . ., The sword is still girded round
our loins; let us not boast as mien who have taken it off,

On our festive day, let us review in joy and thanksgiving the
mighty deeds of the past and let us resolve to apply ourselves
with all our might and all our heart to the new efforts of the
future.

David Ben Gurion
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MEMORIAL PRAYER
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IF I FORGET THEE, O JERUSALEM
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PSALM 137:1-6

By the rivers of Babylon,

There we sat down, yea, we wept,

When we remembered Zion.

There, upon the willows we hung up our harps.
Our captors demanded a song,

And our tormentors bade us be merry:

‘Sing us a song of Zion.’

But how could we sing a song of the Lord,
Here in a foreign land?

Congregation rises

If | forget thee, O Jerusalem,

Let my right hand forget its cunning;

Let my tongue cleave to my mouth,

If | remember thee not,

If | set not Jerusalem above my chiefest joy.
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PSALM 126
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"Twas like a dream, when by the Lord

From bondage Zion was restored;

Our mouths were filled with mirth and songs
To God, to whom all praise belongs.

The nations owned that God had wrought
Great works, which joy to us had brought;
As southern streams when filled with rain,
He turned our captive state again.

Who sow in tears, with joy shall reap;
Though bearing precious seed they weep
While going forth, yet shall they sing

When, coming back, their sheaves they bring.

Sheer ha-ma-a-lot, b'shuv A-do- nay et shee-vat tsi-yon, ha-yee-nu
k'hol-meem,

Az yi-ma-lay s’hok pee-nu, u-l'sho-nay-nu ri-na,

Az yo-m'-ru va-go-yim, hig-dizel A-do-nay, la-a-sot im-ay-leh,

Hig-deel A-do-nay la-a-sot i-ma-nu, ha-yee-nu s'may-heem.

Shu-vah A-do-nay, et sh'vee-tay-nu, ka-a-fee-keem ba-ne-gev,

Ha-zo-r'-eem b’dim-a, b'ri-na yik-tso-ru.

Ha-loh yay-leh u-va-ho no-say meh-sheh ha-zo-ra,

Bo-ya-vo v'ri-na no-say a-lu-mo-tav.
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O JERUSALEM!
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From the heights of Mount Scopus | greet thee,
Peace unto thee, O Jerusalem!

From the peak of Mount Scopus | gaze,
And bow low in rapt adoration,

Through all the ages |'ve dreamt to behold thee,

| yearned and yearned for the light of thy splendor.
Jerusalem, O Jerusalem, shine forth for thy exile returns
Jerusalem, O Jerusalem, thy ruins | soon shall rebuild.

May-al pis-gat har ha-tso-firn, sha-lom lah ye-ru-sha-la-yim.
May-al pis-gat har ha-tso-firn, esh-ta-ha-veh lah a-pa-yim
May-a do-rot ha-lam-tee a-la-yih, liz-kot lir-ot b’or pa-na-yih,
Ye-ru-sha-la-yim, ye-ru-sha-la-yim ha-ee-ree fa-na-yih liv-nayh
Ye-ru-sha-la-yim, ye-ru-sha-la-yim may-hor-vo-tye-yih ev-nayh




A PRAYER FOR ISRAEL

Heavenly Father, our Protector and our Redeemer, we invoke
Thy blessing upon the State of Israel, which by Thy
providence has been reborn in the land of our fathers.

Shield her with Thy mercy and spread over her Thy
protecting peace.

Bestow the light of Thy truth upon her leaders and direct

them by Thy good counsel.

Sustain the hands of those who build and defend the Holy
Land. Grant peace within her borders and security to all her
inhabitants.

O Lord, remember our brethren of the whole House of Israel.

May all the homeless of our people to return in dignity to
Zion, Thy city. And to Jerusalem, where Thou hast revealed
Thy glory.

As was promised in Thy Torah: If your dispersed should be
in the ends of the earth, from there will the Lord your God
gather them and from there will He bring them. And the
Lord your God will resore youl to the land which your fathers
inherited, and you shall possess it.

Unite our hearts to love and revere Thy name

And to fulfill all the precepts of Thy Torah.

May the majesty and grandeur of Thy might be manifest over
all the inhabitants of the earth.

So that all in whom there is breath shall proclaim:
The Lord God of Israel is King, and all life is under His
sovereignty. Amen.




HATIKVAH
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Kol od ba-lay-vav, pne¢-ma, ne-fesh y’hu-dee ho-mi-ya

U-I'fa-a tay miz-rah ka-dee-ma, a-yin I’tsi-yon tso-fi-ya.

Od lo av-da tik-va-tay-nu, ha-tik-va sh’'not al-pa-yim,

Li-yot am haf-shee b’ar-tzay-nu, eretz tzi-yon
vi-ru-sha-la-yim.
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THERE ARE TWO SEAS

There are two seas in the Land of Israel. One is fresh,
and fish are in it. Splashes of green adorn its banks. Trees
spread their branches over it, and stretch out their thirsty
roots to sip of its healing waters. Along its shore children
play.

The River Jordan makes this sea with sparkling water
from the hills. So it laughs in the sunshine. And men build
their homes near to it, and birds their nests; and every kind
of life is happier because it is there,

The River Jordan flows on south into another sea. Here
there is no splash of fish, no fluttering leaf, no song of birds,
no children’s laughter. Travelers choose another route unless
on urgent business. The air hangs heavy above its waters and
neither men nor beast nor fowl will drink.

What makes this mighty difference in these seas? Not the
River Jordan. It empties the same good water into both. Not
the soil in which they lie; not the country 'round about.

This is the difference.

The Sea of Galilee receivéss but does not keep the Jordan.
For every drop that flows into it another drop flows out. The
giving and receiving go on in equal measure.

The other sea is shrewder, hoarding its income jealously.
It will not be tempted into any generous impulse. Every drop
it gets, it keeps.

The Sea of Galilee gives and lives.

This other sea gives nothing. It is named the Dead Sea.

There are two kinds of people in the world.

There are two seas in the land of Israel,

Bruce Barton




THE REDEMPTION OF ISRAEL

Merciful Father, in a great act of love, our people has been
redeemed from the lands of exile, Even at the time when a
tyrant sought to destroy us, in the rays of hope, we seemed
to catch the light of deliverance. With your help, we were
able to break the gates of our imprisonment and rescue those
who dwelt in darkness, in the shadow of death.

Merciful Father, send forth Your saving redemption also to
those remnants of our people still languishing in the lands of
oppression. Enable them to unite with their families, to
return to Zion and lsrael, to behold the Eternal City, our
Jerusalem, the site of our ancient Sanctuary with gladness of
heart.

Joel T. Klein
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