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Ve camnot publicize it.

Yet it is vital that you de aware of it.

Therefore I am sending you this record because it is the only way I
kmow to get this information $o you gquieckly.

I am referring to the mass exodus of Jews from Poland., There have
been so far two or three stories in the public press-- and I have begged for
permission to make an open publicity campalgn for the whole Auerican publie to
know that Jews are once again being driven by the lash of open anti-semitiem,
and that the commwmnist govermment of Poland is actually letting them lesve by
the tens of thousands.

But the decision has been made in Furope snd Isramel that we, the WA,
cannot publicise the Folish story. If & reporter for the New York Times writes
& story from Hapsaw, saying that Jews are fleeing, and this story gets past the
censor and actually is printed in New York - that is one thing. But if the WA
started a full soals publicity campaign ~-- in every paper -- on every IV, on
every radio -- that is another thing. For thea there would de & hus and & @Iy ==
attacks made on the Polish government -- which would only have one result -- the

Poles would stop the exodus overnight. 4nd so the cruel dilemms is -~
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do ve want to make publicity or rescue Jews. Obviously we prefer to rescms, but

in order to have the money to save the Jews of Poland, we must somehow tell you,

the Jews of dmerica, the whole story. The only way to overcome the frustration

of being Tull of information on Poland, yet belng unable %0 use it publicly, is

to txy %o get it %o you privately. [FHence this record, which is for your persomal

use, your family, your frisnds -~ so that you may know., Flease be careful with

this inforsation. It is restricted and confideatial - and is not to appear ia print,

Before Hitler started burning and Jassing, the once grest Pelish
Jewry consisted of 3} million people. Todsy we estimate there are 50 - 60 thousand
lef$. Por more than a desade this tiny remmant wes locked in behind the Ireom
Curtain and we could not get to them, mor could they come %o us. ZBrothers held
asunder — straining toward each other - kept spart by the gulf which separates
east from vest, There is something special, I think about Polish Jewry - for
Poland since the 1l6th century was the source from which so much Jewish Imowledge,
culture, religfon flowed. Poland was the scurce from which so many of owr fathers
and grandfethers flowed to this dmerican contineat. Poland with its shtetl and its
ghetto, its teeming city sasses and tiny village peasants, was & world umto itself,
in vhich Judaism was preserved and practiced with pride and besuty. Owr sentimental

connections with Polish Jewry are strong —- and our intellectual comviections wers
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even stronger that here wvas & group of European Jews Sam ve vanted to0 reunite
with the rest of the free Jewish world, Tor years we tried to get at them,
to no avail,

Iast fall, the Iron Curtain was torn opem and for many complicated
political and pmychelogical reasons it bDegan to be possible for Folish Jews %o
eseape, The commnifily are letting thes out, not becsuse they love the Jews,
htimmmuuuAdﬁnhﬁ.whulnthﬂnn:uu-ﬂttnn
Poland, The trieclis which began in September and October mounted ina volume and
crescends. At first s few, them hundreds, then thousanis of exit vises were
granted, Jews lined wp at the Ierael B=bmssy in Warsaw, the processing vent
quickly. Mm-wnnMMthMﬂw The trains were
loaded every day —- the volume quickly reached 1,000 per week -~ whole families
left == professional mea and engineers and teachers and factory workers -- scientists
and a naval architect -= a general and a Supreme Court judge <~ $thousands of
children == the entire Jewish population saw its chance %o get out. Tvery day we
feared that some change in the political climate would disrupt this miracle. Instead
it contimued to expand.

Today it has reached flood proportions. There are teus of thousands

of Polish Jews who have their visas and are waiting impatiently $o be rescued,

They are afraid of being cutf off, even with the precicus papers ia their hands,
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and it is & despevete race with time, Therefore, some tremendously significant
decisions were reached last week. Arrangements have Deen made for an airlify from
Poland direct to lsrsel by 21 Al planss. Do you realise the full meaning of this?
It represents & revolutionsry step — Isrmeli planes actually Souching dewa oa
mmm:m?mummv. I am 3ob certain of this —
mmmumw!mtﬂn mmuomm
arrangesent .z-i'oita,mm out lﬁﬁ_ﬁiﬁ Zurieh, Sitserland.
mm-mm_mlnmumud«wuzﬂ

mmmu@_cm'

Bub oven Ahis e mb enoueh. For not only is the air being used,
but the ses also, amnm.m#m‘mumu the Polish harbor
-rmmumnnumux.ﬁnmmu-hmmwm
be tramsshipped o Isreel via Marsellles. ind $his liner of merey will mot sail
m:m.mm-hmw-umnm.mw-um

Here them i» an open poliey of emigration -- with three escape
hatches == by Srein to Viemma, by plane direct to lsrasl, Wy boat $o Frence -

vhich will get out xm 8,000 Jews from Poland alons in the month of Jpril alone -
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and more in May and more in June -- until this vhole population is rescusd -- and
wve oan sing for Joy.

Maqut“ﬁ_mm Rescus ¢osts mongy -- enormous
quantities. thﬂ—umﬂm‘ The campaigns are
going well - but the costs keep mounting as more people come out. It is tragiec
© bub trus $hat fhousands are kept wadting im camps and staging aress in Burope
beoause of a shortage of money. The sscspe from Poland takes place, sal this
mummiﬁ“gﬁnw*mm But them
1s no momey %o charber an extra vessel. 1n Israel,they are going on &
mu@u-mmémmmummm
units, But even #o they will be thomsands of wnits shors. 1% is clear to me
tht)ofuoih-dd’l—'uhr-“ﬁccﬂnmmhhmm-
dotting the countryside. In owr happimess at being able to rescus Polish Jewry,
we should soberly evaluste the rele ve must play. The people in Israel are
villing to do everything —- share their food, share their jobs, share their

schools -~ we also must be willing tc do everything = so that we can have an

honost part in the rescue operation. How prowl we and owr children will be if

we do this right, How ignoble we will feel if we do 2ot measure wp.

Let me appeal to you directly. Have you given encugh? Osm you give
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mors? It costs 1,000 to save one 1ife, Can you save 1 or 2 or 10 more lives?
Is there something more you ¢an do in your commmmity or your business grouwp or
your social circles to make yowr eampaign more suscessful? Can you ask others
to give morel

I smid at the beginning Shat we wers frustvated as $o how to get this
story to you, sad decided to make $his recording. VALl you plesse plly this for
others - and let me lmow, vhhm”htnﬁtmm done so?
:mmmmmnwhwh—n-nmm
drams -~ plesse do everyihing inmanly possible, ly gifts of youw money and your
tme, %o the eaapaien, $o keep the rescus planes sad ships constastly mving.
In Israel they will do more than is humsnly possible to keep the doors open. They
unmumwlmpw-ﬁ.ym«h-nmm«w
government, from the holy missionm of giving haven and refuge.
et us w0t be deterred by auy lsck of understanding or by smy swiward hesitation
in the monies we make available.

We are coming %o Passover, when we think of the Exodus of Jews
from slavery into freedom. Today this exodus is occewrring for mere than 100,000

of our brothers, I have been talking about Polish Jews, becnuse that is the

part wve haven'$ been abls $o publish - and I repeat my warning,
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But don't forget the others -« the Egyptiams, Hungarians, North Africeans
vihp are also fleeing by the thousands each month, In the years $o come, the
Jows whom we rescus, whether Polish or RNgptian or Hungarian, will thanifl ws
in the only way they can -- by duilding an ever stronger lsrael of which we

and our children shall de immeasursbly proud.





