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. 
~ . IV. Y<Jf KIPPUR DAY 19.59 

SERJ()B - YClf KIP.FUR - 1954 
• JUmISK - THE HCPI OF THE wan.J>• 

by Rabbi Herbert A. fr1.edaan 

We OCJl.e on this pregnant day to thi• grand and glorious place vi.th 

e:1peotan07 in ou.r ~11 and with 7earning in 0'1r aoula. We eeek the grand th9118, 

tor the mood is sol.em. The aaaage t~ cmld speak of per•an&l growth and 

aaturit.J -- each peracm' a ind1Tiduil etrirlng toward the atan. It cmld equall.1 

well apeu,: or oollecti.e atri"fing tmiarda the anner to the higheat pbllo.aphical 

questions -- Who are ve, what ia gar role, vhat. ia the llMlling ot DW' mdatenoe u 

Jen. 

Thie Ima lippv.r I pl"eter the latter, ~or it. i• the natural corollary 

ot the idea I started to deYel.Op on R<>ab Hashionah. You vill reoa.ll that I apok• 

then about the kind of Juda1n • cauld have in Aaenoa in the tuture, and the 
. 

paradOXN • would be obUpd to 1alft in order to attain that goal. BQt. all the 

hard work is justified onlj' U there mate an utter oairlction about 1 ta wortlnrhilen 

Let the th•is for todq then be the question or Juda1u'e illportance and 

relevancy in the llOdern 110rl.d -- notbiilg leaa • When the great figures ot 

Proteatanti.all gathered !rm all Oftr the globe thia put ammer at Rortl:me•tern 

tJniveraity in Evanston, lllinoia, their th .. vu •Qin.st - The Hope of tbe World• 

and th.,- analysed it.a detail• ld.tb tenor. 'iitbout engaging in pal.mice, it oocun 

to •• that an equinlent pbraee •Judaiaa - the Bq>e o~ the World• deael"ft8 a.t i .. t 

equal attention. Chrl.1tian1 sa:r that a bell.et in Christ a.a the S&Ti.OW" ia the beat 

hope tor ccm.1'uMd unkind. It 7ou can accept this, 70u can find p•ce in thi• voJ!d. 

and aaln.tion 1n the nm. Thie •eeeage, t.he1 11&7, is a~liaable to 8Yel'J'On&, and 

thq aoek with •irloerit;r to bring ite benetite to the uninetruoted t~h lliuiona 

ot world-wide pl'cportiona. What aee1ap does Judai• hue for the whole wide world? 

One of the great ••tice ot our ~. Proteeeor ibraba Beachel, hu 

coined tbia •ntence: "We are the most cballenpd peq>l• under the aun. Our 

exiatenoe is ·either npertmoua or 1.ndiJlpmaabl.e to the worlds it. 11 eit.h• tragic 

or holy to be a Jn.• Ia all the suttering tor naugbt.7 Ia our hiataey reallJ' a 
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.. u. •kin 

•'""91 tr. Akila '• qwl•rinc .., ill a lme• uma __.._ u a • r.iw Mt! 

Did U. llli"tfN p to tMir ilat.la ill ti. Id. ..... bJAIOd,-1at.b of \lie ~ .... t• 

•tlllac! D1d ta hnwm roar iD tM 20Ul •d1117 (&llll w ....._ tm114lt• ao •-> 
la a ~ M1ID ot 9'wp!dltlif! Ia J..ull life plN Ul4 ...+e\W.W nft9rlnc -

or u t-. ... -8 ldP and ....,. ,..,._ tor tdd.all w llw aid di.el 

Bamr ot aar P••l• laan tel\, at. all U.. la aw 1-a ~. tla8' 

it. .. ·~lit.nil• ..... ••"'n&l-· iaa .. .re tho* ...................... -

~ ......................... . 
llftt&Ut,. Wife ... - ..... afrdl ot tile pas•ll ... ,, ..... tw ~ 

..i ........... ~ ... h .......... , ·.-e..n-.1t. .... ... 

,.. lt. ....... *ftlla 1a •t: - .. 1d l' 1d. .... ....... mbl.• '° .. , .... 1-. 

li~ U.ir ·-· J.lw. .... & ~ ., ll&nd -..~ • •• ~ wtldl.aUm. __ 1-........,....~ 
~ .... OU.. .. ~ - .. -- tfn,id ot ~ ~ ad 1M blood 

• tMr WN .-,,..,4 br tu h'f'lll tw. ta.. - • - la a apecd.al J..s.tla 

1dlD\lt,.. ti.ft ... ~ u.o. lDtellwttt2. 1lllo .... •Gllriaelll Ula\ lwcle1• 

W not.lllq 9pecd.•1 \o otter aw 1....-, tbat. •l!ld .i-.. w ""*.nor, Md \hat. 

~a n.bbora omu-. atoocl ill t.lae _,.of a.._. wltll the sr-t. •t.ndil 

CNft'98U of la ED ...... wr. 

Ia aalmt. d.sp, -.... .. •• am lr tll9 - ot mt+n 1- Alllpla. 

• liwd la rai.t.tne in the -- of ta.. T•>rri am telt. tllat U.. wn&•• Miil..._ 

Mata ot tbl Oree~ .rid ar-.d Ida offend _.. an 1n tor a ._ .. Id.De 

,.,. r11•• u..n c:l1d tM ~ oanftDed nplatiW ot J..SO i... •let\ Illa 

lad ud Id.• taltb '°wall ta amt 1lld9 1ra tM ~ -.!d tor snr•n. 

• «IMbl.S ill tile harld.al ot th• Or11'a, \M*ins u.at. t-. .. ..- ..-tor 1n 

\.Ida llrM4 wltlal"e ot -"' M4 we alll lasl•· At. u. _. ot a loac lite, bl 

tamd lt'Mmlf ..u.titd, mN.ftll.•, tor be 1.....-l Qe 1-• t1lat llta wt m 
milt. .,_ a faand&Uaa an]T ot •&th U.. UIS jlhll•cPT· Lite .._._., &1M uta 
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of f'ai tb, and ao at the end he IUde the cirole ca.plete as he came l:ack to Juda.1nl. 

He began the long walk hme, to try to end his lite upon a ocab1na.tion of fai.t.h and 

reasai, Jm.ah nligion and Greek science, which Jldght prarlde a cmpounded answr t o 

hia tremendou.s J:earni.ngs. 

The Jen in Spa.in in the 14th century who accepted be.ptin in preterenoe 

to the stake were ~raid of the pain an:l persecution. Elisha ben Abuya.h ran !rm the 

t&ith of his !'athere beoauae he eav broader hori.sona.Qt both these categorlee w haft 

ample enq>le a.ncJ aaqy vi tileesee . Tbe.se are the p&aplo vbo tel t it was tragic to be 
I 

a Jew, or inc~ete to be a Jew, and they sought vays out. 

There ie a eeomd group, a middle group, ltbo felt that there -.. no 

answer to :this aoaai c question in t&rma of black or ifhite. They wre not sure 

11hether it .., tragic or hQli to be a Jev am ~ aou.ght to a.cccmmodate thlmMl we 

to both these poaaibilit.ies. One such was a man ot the 19th century. His name 

was Jutiah Leib Gordm. He lived in a Lithuanian ghetto. He saw squalor, darlcnesa , 

poverty, oppression, arid he also saw apirltual al~ in the hearts and llinda ot 

hie £ello.v Jevs. H~ set out. to enlighten tbe masses and to-arouae them to a 

ntallzation ot the importance or general education. He tried to get the Jtlfls to throw 

ott the shackles of lllad..ieva1iam and to join their !ellov counteyllen ot Lithuania in 

learning the nat,.ve ~e of the place am ad~ting 111odern 11W.1Dera and mode:a of 

lite. Re coins! a ph.raee which h.ae becaae taaous. He said. •Be; a Jew at ruae and 

be a man abroad. • B.r this he meant that Judaia vaa eaaething pri.vate &nd personal. 

to be practiced at. home, but not to be ~ested outside . One coal.d li-.a Within 

the framework or Jewish ritual and ceremonial. obeernnoe nth1n the con.tines of one's 

own tent and t~. fut on the sidevalka and street.8 of the vor1d one vu to 

make every conscious e!f ort to adjust, to integrate , to assimllate 'vi th the total 

enYli"onment. 'Be a Jev onl.1: at ha:ie. On the street, be a man - that 1• a Russian, 

or a Fretcbman, or an Englishman, int.erpenetrating the life ot other RUssiana. 

Frenolaen, or Engllsbaen, tind1ng ccmmon phuea !or mutual conduct or aoticn, 

minimizing the di-.fterenoes. Bia advice was one of oaaprmi• a.nd ex:pedienqy. Such 

a fonmla poaaeases its ollft inner li.llitations and obri.oual.Y prows to ht inai9!Quate 
or offers no guidance capable of long and sustained et.tort. 
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Row let ... peal< ~ a third group. thoee f ... lIb""e mabor "" ..... 

cCDStan~ to enlarp. who t.nlT IDlcllmltand the innsr crua1al II1¢ficance of thi. 

queetion and who _ ocao to the ocnolueion that Judal.a 10 not aeanincl- 1118017. 

nor an OIltdated 1,.- devoid ot in.p1ration. but that it hu ... hol.f a purpoee ... 

can be 00ll001'ft1d b:r .... . 

I .. e ..... ,.Ofl baYe all heard d Rabbi Leo llaeok. tOl'llerl:r ~ Berlin. ODe 

or the true .ainta ot OW' "' ..... tioD. lie 18 1101'0 than 80 nov. li ... in I .... m and 

tra'f'al. oooaa1011al.l:r in th .. Un1 ted Statee to ghe leot1ll'lle. Be h .. nen the ocapleta 

deetruot1on ot hi. Tuple. Id.a pecple. hi. old tatherland. J. .... ot hi. _ 1. not 

11lleJ.:r to be a blind cha1artn1ot. A JI&D _ hu 11_ tIu'aqb the _ntratien _ 

at !heroo1enotedt 1. not. 11«',. to po __ an anquastl.on1n& mod. Thia an 18 vi_ 

in Imovl-ap am. in ~_. Hla i. net a ahr1l.l 01' ...... t101al .. 0100. Be V1'1taa 

out ot the dopth and -ilIhtin •• ot a tr. II' ..... lU'a ... pari_co. Leo Baeok 11 ""e 

ot thoee who beli.eft. that Jwlah 11te 10 holJ'. has JDeaning for J"" •• and abo ... all 

ala. hu moaning tor tho &til'B h1ll&ll r&C<I. 140tea to the worde trca hie glonou 

book -the Eaeenoa of Jude'·-: 

'Juda1. h .. _ abandoned the cla1lII to be the world religion. Were 

1t not repleta with tho oonao100aneoa of thi. idea. 1ta whole hiota,.,. w<1f1ld _ petty 

and ..... n inoc.prehon.1b1e. Onl:r b:r that claim doeo it gain 1ta hero1o _aoter. 

'1'0 autfer tor tho oake ot a narrow 1d ... ot 11111 ted ilIportanoo au be _n u little 

.ore tbm honorable obat1nacy. 0nl.7 lIben a camictian baa far-rewcb'lng gru.tu •• 

and U. detandon aro -.... ot ita n bll_1t;y. U i. heroio tor aan to 11 ... tar 1t 

alone. B:r hartng p"" •• nad and otUll'l'Ooerrtng ita old .piritllal J>O .... iooa. 

Jude1aa aa1nta1ne 1 ta unahakahle bel1at that 1 t 18 guarding the ralig10D of all 

_1;y. For tho prq>heta who ...... ted the 1du ot a ...... 1d rel1«ion. Iarw'. lifo 

..... no i.alated uperianco factor in the life of all nation •• ' 

The boll .... of the J"" 11 .. then in the faot that. hi_ OJ>8C1al qIIalitieo 

ot ap1rlt oonatituta a «itt trca vb10h the 1IIIole world can heMfit. The _ld t.o<Iq 

.tande .... ,.,. allah in need ot Jewiah op1rlt. 



The President goee to clfurch abaOtlt fl'l8?'7 s~. Is this an act - a 

pol.1tical ge1tu.rel What ia he aeeld.ngl Be wnt t..o tha aeeting of the World Council 

of Church9iJ at Evanston this smaer, Im, apaaking aa & printe citiun, be tald the 

wor1d what. he•• seeking. He said, •The goal, Should be nothing abort of iJidting 

neey lingl• peraan in eveq si,ngle cowitt7 in the world who belinea 1il the pow:r of 

a Suprae Being to join 1n a lligh,V, aiaul taneoua, intenH act of :t&i th.• 

The President or the United States i• eeeldng an int.en.ea, 111.gbq aot of 

faith on the part of all the~· of the vorltd u an anne:r to the question of 

auni.Yal and aatet,. Be is u mah ati-aid ot atcm.o warfare u TOD and I. Be know 

ilie gr'e&teet need in the 

world tqdq. is to d11100wr aau ~o J>09r within 11an oapable ot ccntrolllng the 

gigantic powr ot the bcllb. 

to conquer the bcab 1lbela it dea~e ua all. 'Wh81'9 aan he .find tldet Be loaka tor 

it in t.he hearts of ever/ dingle hWlan being on earth who beli8Y99 in a Suprae Being. 

The strength ccau <>nlt when men are capable of ri.811\g abaft greed. pride, tear -

lfhen thet are determined to liw b7 ~ and faith,, not canqu.eet. 

1'be Jeva have the ~teat ap1ritual strength in the wrld. •1ot b.r 

aight nor q, power," said the prophet, •wt by -.r rsp1r1t.• And the sp1.rit of taith 

bas auatained the Jev agdns\ bcabe t-or cent.uries. That bmb which threatens to 

deat.rqy the vbole world ia the .... u the bcab 11biah has ott.en thru.1m• to CS.troy 

the tlew. The world now stands on the brink ot the~ experienoa of horror with 

vhiah the Jew is ao otten .fud.llar. Destruction staree the world in the taoe and 

acmehow .from within itae1f it 1111st find a ,grut :reaenoir of taith llld:ch vill. enable 

it to outlut the pnt•ent horror. This la ao :tawiliar to us. How often haft• 

at~ on the brink ot honor and how oft.en haw • had to a111 up frca id tJd.n oqnel.W8 

the resenoir of e~ vi'th 1111Ch to aeet the anal au&tit. 

It is not moat. illportant t.hat the Jew tn" t.o ahare with the world the 

secret or the spiritual strength Vhiab hu •'fttd him apin and agd.n? And if w do 

teach our aecret to the world, doee not this tben mean that ml' existence ie not 

tragic bit is h~ of boliea, aost ho.Qr? 
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What is the secret? The eecret of the faith of the Jew, which has enabled 

hia to withstand all aboalal and .etr.airi8, ie to be found in .tiw siaple tenet.a of hie 

tbeOloa. 

P'irst, w haft tJJ.e belief it.hat God exists. This is no mere 'Verbiage. 

Job mi.ad out 1m the pain of all hie anp.iah and w.a happy when GOd annared biJI trm 

out: ot the llbirlvind. Be._. ha]:W' becaUH he knew that be-. not alone. Hen oannot 

at.and to bt alone 1n thia w.et and impenonal. uniwne. :But it is not enough eiJlpl.y 

to know that there ia a God.. 1'bis God .auat be cloM and w.na and vibrant and. to the 

Jew, he as so cloee as to bl m.ll«l ~t.ner. GOd and mn gomed, •ch ot.h81" on to 

ever greater ett'ort.. Goel too wcW.d be loneq it he did not. h&Ye man - peopling hia 

Universe. Thia i• an enormous 11ovoe ot m.an ~ • .nath, and ocmtort. 

S.OCl'ldlT, w 'bellne that in the eiDrciaing ot this partntnhip, God and 

man use 'the tapMtrJ of biet.GJ7. ll18tor,r i• the hand-j dml, the Jddw.lfe t,- vbich the 

human raoe marks its p~u. We do not: beline, u Toynbee or Spengler eugeet, 

that c1Vilizat19ns llw a'nd die witbont-1.nchin& torwvd, howner a1ov]¥, t~ the 

gcals we call M6asia:n1c. We oamot accept the blind and mechanistic n.r ot lite, 

tor ., aee all aboo.t ua the eYOlution of ll.te forms to ner bqhar st.a.gee. Man i• 

not an accident, nor ii hi11tory a c~-qullt tapeetr:y or aaaningl.esa jipawa. I.t 

God and man are partners, then they work out. the destiny of thei:r aspiration, on -the 

tieldl ot history, which tielda ~ wll be blOodied but are not sterile. 

ThirdJ:7, 11e believe that etbios and moral.iv. the good lite, the decent 

treatmnt ot ~ b;y un. eocial justice, are the truest. goal.a which must ever be 

sou.ght by ue. Just as the _plant tuma ita leaf au.ta.rd re:aching toward t.he enn, 80 

do ve Jewe tum our apiri:ta outward reaching tow.rd the llm or jut.ice and truth am .. 
erray and peace • We cculd not long abide if w bdiend theee goB1s unattainable. 

We could not long endure the mtragu which h&Ye been nait.ed upan us, if w did not 

belieYe that these too woUld sa1e day pa1a u u.n thrwlta hie vq ner upward and ewr 
•ca• 

tonrard tow.rd the gQal.a Which aball 81U'eq JglJa dq be acbined. Otlr vbol.e 

existence is oriented tow.rd the omvlction that lllOr&ll:ti" will ccnquer am that aan v1l 

eaaedq reach the t1il.l aa.turi.t-7 of a peiaoet'Ul co:.eXistenoe vi.th bis t'ellomen. We 
caild not ll "9 eternally in a world in whi.Ch erll vu bomid to reign. 



'the Yery proof ot this 18 that thoss .. ho desire evil camot long Uft 

nth WI. In t.he "err etfom of evil .. n to deetrqr WI, do ... _ the a~ or 

the role VIB plq. iIhT are .. attacked? BeoaUM 01 our long no.st loneen_~ 

Becanee OIIr "'17 presonoe is " galUnl[ ",lIlnder ot cI. 'I'111u.t.1cn to t_ who -.oal.d 

unl ..... b barbaria. lI1t1er underotood that _ ... st be obliterated it hi •• cmoeption 

ot huaan lUe ..... to proftll. lie bao to do.troT ua it be _re to .addle the 1IOl'ld 

ntb tile rule at bnltoli~, lie lett behind a c .... "reation whiob bao bean recorded 

b,r Herw.n llauaclUl1ng, onoo an in_te, later aD opper'lllt, Baunbning toll. thio stOl'7, 

"hiob is to m. tho most valid ........ tor til. oOllUnued IUrYhal 01 tile Jevi._ peq>1e 

and tho Jeviab ethio. lie 1Il'1tell 

,At. an mti· .... ptberiDll in Berlin abc>..u, attar the .ational Socl.o11et.' 

riM to potier, I hard Hitl .. I'eft&l. MM"t. Hitler 1IU p,Mn« a mrd.eJ"OI18 uewt. 

OIl -17 tora ot higher huaan calture. II1t1er ea1d, 'lI1etor1co1l:7 apeeJdnr, the 

Quoiat.ian religion 10 nothing bitt a Jev10h ,",01.. It hall al,..,o bean and it 'Ifill 

al ....... rlSlllAin just tIlet, aa long .. it 'Ifill ex1et~ t 

He continued lanatioaJ.q "'there is ...... h 110"" behind thi.. It i. not 

aerel¥ a question ot Christianity and Jud ........ aro t1chting against the ... It 

anc1ol1t CUl'88 that )u··n1 V baa brooght upon iteelt. lie are fighting against 1.110 

perveraion or our aoundeot instinct .. , Ab, the god ot tho dooorto. that cr&SJ', 

atupid, YODgetul Asiatic deopot nth hi. pc_" too ... 1w! 'that olo'lO-ltaepor t. 
whip! That devilish 'ThOll shalt, thou oholt!" and tIlet atupid "!han aholt not!' 

It hall ,at to get OI1t of our blood, tIlet CUl'8O fr,," Ht.. Sinai! 'that poiacm with 

whicb both J .... and Christian. hayo apoiled tho fr .. wonderful ioetincto ot .. and 

lo_rod th ... to the 1_1 or dar-like tr14bt." 

Goebbol. interrupted, "Honor tb,r father and tb7 1IOtbor" '.o!' Eyor,­

boT reTol. to and hate. hi. fat_ and auet do .0 to start hi. own We. Thi. 1a aD 

laortol 1_ ot nature.' 

II1Uer'a .,o1ee aconded loudly in the ...u roaa, 'Thoo> abalt not .tealT 

Wrmg! All lite is thet't." 
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• I aa the LON. tllT God: 'Who' That Asiatic want? Hol '!he dq .hall 

ocae "henl shalll hold up against. these teD c-..-..nts the t&bl.ee or a new law. 

Tbl.. i. what ... are lighting against.: Tha oune 01 .o-celled aoral.. ~ga.inet the .0-

<>alled teD o<=laJldaente. against. t_ we are fighting. Yee - II1tler len_ t.het it 

he were to llopoee upD.' tj1e world hi. oanoept ot the _or-race ruling the walt, then 

he 1IUst. detl'OJ Judoi •• and vii!. it ita daughter sect QuoistiaD1ty. tor onl7 then 

could he reI ..... tho fierce and harharlo ep1rit whioh Jev10h chili.inS ethic hod 

atu.ted to hold in abeytonce since Sinai. lie ebollld ce~ be u a ....... ot our 

own role ae our _es bon al __ been. 

r011~. we heli... that evil 1. not the infIY1 table tate ot ..... W. 

rejeot the notion that IWI ia haai~ a beast and cannot moe hilleelt up aboJlt IIi. 

own ~o"".t instincts. 'ria camot belleve that be is tore,.. .. docaed to wallow in the 

mire ot uglinee., ehortaightedneee, suicide and 1lIUd.,-. We beli .... be b&o • potential 

ot living but a little 1 ....... than tile 8Il8ela and we seek with all the _1' at our 

cCllllland to eYOke f'raa JIIan conduct which 18 heCQling in the <sight of the Lord. y"" 

have all lived like angela B8 vall .. dev1le. lie beli ..... ..." 18 capable ot the 

highest conduct and .... do not !oreorUain hill to the cha1Ds ot his 0lIl1 eYll nature 

which eball fo"" ... r keep hill lov. We heli_ be can be tree and that as he .... k. 

to soar higb. be v1ll bl'ing up the 1 ..... 1 of the "bole billion rail. with biJI. 

Flfth and l .. ~, we believe that tl'eedce is 1nd1ape .. alIla as a pre­

requ1a1te tor lite upon thiB earth. We do not render unto Caesar whet 1. Caesar'. 

when ... believe Caesar i. vroog. At long. long last OIl!' Cbl'1etian bl'ethren haft 

tound the courage to repudiate thi8 anc1ent doobin.. At the greet ComIcU ot 

Chnrchee lIesting in Evanetan this s_er t.he.1 attacked the prabl. or racial 

disoria1natiqrt with great vigor. 'lhq tinallT eaid thet racial diaor1aination is 

not only 'an unutterable otten .. 1I£ainst. God" but _ it 1s the 1_ ot the land 

(u, tor inetan08. in South Atl'1oa) troe Christians IIIq prqlarlT '1'eel boand to 

diaohe7 8uch 1 .... • J .... hav. allra;vs dieobo1ed the r- or tF&nnY and 1njueti08 and 

cruelty and evil, even where such diaobed1eoca bl'oaght thee into oon!lict vith the 

powe1'8 or Chnroh and State. Freedaa is ind~naabl8 and e'nln lIheo gcmor_nt, the 

t author! on earth wollld eeek to abri e it this ia not to be IIl'IIl.tted. 
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