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FROM: Benjamin Hanft
Publicity Director
UNITED JEWISH APPEAL
1290 Ave., of Americas
New York, N.Y. 10019
PLaza 7-1500

FOR RELEASE HIGH HOLY DAY EDITIONS

THE GLORY AND THE RECEONING
by Rabbi Herbert A, Friedman

Executive Vice Chairman
United Jewish Appeal

(Ed, Note: Herewith is an analysis of the motivations that stirred the recent
response -- the greatest in history -- by the Jews of America and
the free world on behalf of the people of Israel, as well as the
costs of victory.)

During the exciting days and electric atmosphere of the emergency period of
May~-June, no one took time to thank anyone else. Every person involved in that
utterly magnificent action was performing his own deeds of generosity and expected
no thanks, hence gave none, As the tempo of the activity gradually subsided, it
became apparent that most people had really conducted themselves most nobly --
and each one locked at his neighbor with nmew respect, At last there is a moment
when one can say "Thank you."

OCnly to a people with a past of 2,000 years of dispersion and oppression,
interspersed with rare moments of glory, glory like the establishment of the State
of Israel, glory in its magnificent humanitarian achievements, as well as its
valor, would a simple heartfelt "thank you" for a duty so nobly done, suffice.

No other people could have responded more magnanimously, or in a more timely
fashion. Just as the military historians will be filling volumes analyzing the
strategy and tactics that brought about this swift and stunning victory of the
Israelis over the Arabs, so will our social historians never cease writing about
this phenomenal outpouring of generosity by the Jews of the free world -- led by

the Jews of America -- in support of the people of Israel. This truly will be a

-more-



memorial unto all the generations.

As the UJA has been the driving force bechind this vast effort, it must
naturally serve as a primary source for the historians. It is for their benefit --
and for ours -- that I cite what I consider are the main factors which motivated
the American Jew to respond as he did. They are basically four: love, fear,
anger, pride.

a) Love for Israel is deep in the hearts of the Jewish people, It is not
always expressed -~ and sometimes it would even appear on the surface that there
are ideas and issues which seem to divide the Jews in Israel from the Jews outside.
But none of this can obliterate the deep mystical tie which binds every Jew to the
ancestral homeland,

b) Fear that something might happen to Israel galvanized every Jew to act,
After almost two decades of independence, Israel has become part of the conscious-
ness of every Jew. Today she is so mhch a part of him, that if she were to go
down, he would go down with her. The loss of Israel would have meant the loss of
Jewish existence everywhere on earth.

¢) Connected with this was the angry reaction that never again, after Hitler,
could Jews be killed by an enemy without the entire Jewish people rising to the
support of the threatened portion of the people, The response was a way of saying
-- "Don't anyone ever touch us again.”

d) Pride in the achievement of the Israel Defence Forces played an overwhelming
part in the response, The speed and scope of the six-day war gave every Jew in the
world a renewed sense of dignity, strength and purpose.

PROBLEMS IN THE MONTHS AHEAD

Where do we stand now, and what problems must we face? It is clear to everyone
that we have many difficult months ahead, The Arabs refuse to talk peace, con-
tinuing the fantasy that they did not lose this war, but merely suffered a temporary
setback. They are receiving Russian planes again, which encourages them in their

-more-
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intransigeance. And so the first problem continues to be military. Israel must
remain partially mobilized, at considerable expense; must expect additional
casualties from border incidents; must maintain a strong posture; buy more equip-
ment to replace what was lost, and guard a territory now three times larger than
the Israel of June 5. The support and maintenance of a military establishment
to perform all these tasks is a tremendous financial drain.

Second, there is the problem of territory, Since the Arabs will not negotiate
peace treaties, Israel must sit in control of all the occupied territory. Hilitary
governors have been appointed for some of the territories, and, de facto, it is
becoming Israel's responsibility to see that life goes on for the Arab peoples
in these areas. That means schools and hospitals and roads and commerce and the
whole complex mechanism of daily life. Great sums must be spent and, perhaps,
more important, this task imposes a strain on the already burdened leadership
group. Israel acquired many things in the war, but not more administrators and
teachers and other trained personmel.

Third, there is the Arab population in these territories -- both the settled
Arab farmer, as in the former West Bank of Jordan, and the Arab refugee, as in
the Gaza Strip. All together, the total of all categories is 1,250,000 new Arabs
residing in these occupied territories. One need not look very far into the
future to understand the implications of this. But even for the present, this
matter is enormously complicated., If the shopkeepers in El Arish strike in pro-
test against Israel, what do you do? Neither the loose hand of unconcern nor the
heavy hand of mass arrest is the answer., The golden mean must somehow always be
found, and this requires tact, patience, skill and calm nerves.

UNEMPLOYMENT IS SERIOUS ECONOMIC DRAIN
Fourth, there are many unresolved economic problems, Production must be

resumed at full-scale; exports must be increased to close the balance-of-trade



R
gap; new investments must be attracted so that new industries can be developed;
markets must be found abroad for new products, and looming over all these problems
is the still heavy unemployment., There are tens of thousands of men without work,
and this situation becomes most aggravated when ex-soldiers are involved, A
soldier finishes his regular two and one-half year period of service, goes back
to his hometown and cannot find a job., Or a reservist is demobilized, goes back
to his family, and is out of work., This is particularly serious -- but it is
also bad enough for the ordinary civilian. Public works projects are being de-
veloped and emergency work is being provided for most men. As unsatisfactory
as this is, it is still better than nothing. It costs millions per month to
provide this help.

Fifth, let us no@ forget that there remain the old social problems which the
war did not solve or cause to disappear. We have studied them for the past two
years: the absorption of large immigrant families, the inadequate housing,
illiteracy, juvenile delinquency, and all the other ills in the 21 development
towns, ©Some progress has been made == but not really very much up to now,

We have rejoiced at the thrill of witnessing a united Jewish people make a
remarkable demonstration of strength. At the same time we cannot relax, for the
problems which remain are numerous and serious,

It is clear that the campaign ahead will again require tremendous output of
devotion and energy. The exhilaration at the victory of 1967 must be matched
by the dedication of 1968 to produce a result which will give Israel the strength
to hold out until the solutions begin to emerge.

# # #

9/18/67
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We have vanquished the enemy. We smashed their battalions and
frustrated their connivings. But deliverance came to us at a high price.
The best among our comrades, the most daring among our fighters, the
most precious of our sons fell in this war. The sands of the desert and
the boulders of Galilee are steeped in their blood, We achieved victory,
but our homes are in grief.

Soldiers of Zahal! The battle has died down, but the campaign is far
from over. Those who rose up against us have been defeated but they
have not made peace with us. Return your swords to their scabbards,
but guard and take care of them, for the day of beating them into
ploughshares is not yet at hand.

Minister of Defense: To the Soldiers; 12.6.67



Abaron Megged, a prominent Israeli author, reflecting sentiments of the
nation, wrote on the outbreak of the war:

""Steadfast and confident, totally mobilized, the nation listened to the first
thunder of artillery, the first air raid sirens.

"Our armed forces will be accompanied not only by armor, aircraft,
artillery and seapower, but also by the spirit of this ancient land, by the
tongue of the Book to which it gave birth, by the memory of the seers whose
prophecies this Book has recorded, the heroes who died for it, the legends,
the songs, the love for what has been acieved here in the past 70 years, with
sweat and blood, with noble spirit, inspired by the best in human aspirations,
and striving toward labor and peace.

""With our armed foces will go the love of this people, ingathered from
many dispersion, a people with the impress of generations-long suffering
on its countenance and the wounds of the latest holocaust still raw in its
flesh, a people whose remnant found its way here, seeking peace and rest.

"With our forces will go everything that we hold dear, everything which we
have drawn from the wealth of this soil - the rocks, the books, the trees,
the children, the sagas, the legends.

""All these are possessed of great power, stronger than the hatred of the
foe, than its vengeful drive, its savagery.

"Aware of the absolute righteousness of our cause, and aware of them who
come to throttle us, to trap us in their deadly snare, who threaten us day
and night with annihilation and who now move to make good their threat, we
now have no alternative but to rise against this foe, to shake him off our body
and to deal him a blow from which he will never recover, deal it with all
the force of our will to survive.

""Hence the steadfastness; Hence the confidence."

Aharon Megged: Steadfast and Confident; Lamerhav
6.6.67
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The operation in Karame was the first of its kind in our miliiary
history. An operation of such size snd such objectives has never
been caried out by us between the wars, theis was not an act of
retaliation but af preventions It came to avokd plans of hundreds
of Fatah who were getting orpganiged 3.5 Em from the Jordan ,

to act on 2 bigz scales In order to destroy their bases =znd to
kill as many of them as possible we had to enter onto an area
wers the Jordanian army had its defence positions and to neutralize
then, The operation achieved all its aims; The armoured force
that entered from the south feom the Allenba Bridge reached

its position and so did the armoured force that came from the
northythe Damia bridge. This force build an additional bridge
as an alternative crossing.Those two Torces did not make it
pos:ible for any Jordanian forces from outside to reach Karame,
And so it was possible for the forces that entered Karame

to take it, to clear it to capture the Fatah and to demolish
their arms depote without being diaturhad by oubside futm.
The fourth force was sent to the : -
to avoid the Ilnn:lng away of Fata

The enemy's |

When the Mn ‘was plenned
in the area for Z‘i
that proved unn

artillery fire, ne
Our forces started to c
but the Jordamian Am?

The air force was sen tos later, at 6.14 in sufficient
strength and ‘knew were many

anti aireraft posi ﬂ!ni.nthe muMWmM‘
to bomb and not to use Naplam w wu.m “have necessitated low
flying. Only away from the ery were our planes allowed

to dive on the targets, Six. :omtmmamtﬂng
to come to the help of Karame were hit by thet air forecs

An American reporter told me ust that he was tryihg to get
from Amman to Karame but was caught for on e hour on the

road because of our plames who were bombing the areas

The Jordanians wer » suprised to see us that kzwx day because
although they knew we were going to strike and were on the
alert for the past fortnight they thought we would strike

in another area. In Karame they thoucht we would
retaliation action only ,at night and for this they were preparsd,

They sent ou ambushes every night to the Jordan but when we

came in the morning at broad daylight they were surpriseds That
accounts for the easy crossing our forces had nd that only 45 minut es
later their artillery started to fire.
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The Jordanian army had three armoured divisions ams with 48
;anh. elevem artillery batteries and nearly two infantry umitss

ose forces were concentrated in fortificatioms om the Gilead
Heights, Tyere wcre also some ~ nearer positions in the strenghth

a divi and a company. But those we finished.

entered the area with over a thousand people although the Jordanians

said we had 15,000 ,
To a question as to why the armoured forces were not allowed to
conquer the hills and if by doih so lives could have been saved
Gen. Barebev said that the armoured forces had to block fhz and
to see to it that the Jordanian Army did not come to Karame, They
did not have to take the hills or any other positions apart from
those that were on the way and those were takenm without any losses.
The southern armoured foree had two positions in front of him
each one made up of two battalions on ecach side of the road, &k
Conquering them would have needed more forces and cost more lives.
And our aim was to prevent these forces to come to Karame only,
This was done by engaging them in a duel of tamks and they did
not come to Karame, The northerm armoured force which came from
thef Damia bridge also had to reach this place. It came on the
enemies position from the back and the Jordanians were so surprised
that they hardly resistd . This force too reached th‘ \:l.ockhg
piont without ctmﬁm '
The leafelets abd ﬁl

3|
. the Radio
nnr forces

have defeated us and ﬁ‘!ﬁih us h;a:.i ~_.,H
came at 7 o'cloak in &g m ad

on the hills and f.back theyd:l.dlﬁ-t do that because of the
anmncmnt over th Radios Anyhow they did not believe us,
because when Hussein asked for assistance from the Arab states
over Radioc Amman he said that"this might me the last time
you hear us"., So he did not believe we move any furthers
The leafelets were distributed in order tnm save ordinary citigens
and because we thought that if the rat h dn Karame will see the

armoured force blocking them in the and aom and our paratroopers
closing in on them in the east th vmduo that the Arab Legion
can' reach them and might surrende cause of the heavy fog, the
leafelets wrer dropped only a few before our paratroopers

took the hills in the east of the tm.krthtumsmot
the terrorists might have escaped. Maybe their commander escaped
that way and maybe he was killed, Our paratroopers killed some

40 of those that were escaping and maybe Abu Amer was among them.
Our losces were incurred by the fight with Fatah people ,about

one kikxed third,three people as I said were killed on the west=
bank and the rest of the casualties were among the people, securing
the area of operation,.

THree of the dead had to be lefft in the burncd out tank, We had to
leave the tanks in order not to have more casualties while extractin g
them, the three missing we reported were the three dead soldiers
in the tankse The red cross reported to us that Jordan has one
dead soldier znd some remains of the other two and that they are
ready to return them, Wg on our part have returned to them our

prisoners of the Legion,
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The only restrictions that were put to us was that mm the press
was mot coming alomng with the unite. We did not want a lot

of "noise" to be mad around the operation, That might have been
a mistak e o+ Our public is used to a lot of ™noise" and details
about each one of our actions and when ®% ghis is missing,
rumours are starting to spread and questions are asked, But there
were no restrictiomns that could have influenced the operation of
mads the battle more difficult.

I do not think that politically the operation harmed us as much
as we © dy that it might but this is also not the main point
our problem t are the terrorists and as we have not one good
measurs that will ensur e their destruction we have to use a
number of methods and measures some defensive and some offenddres
Today it is hard to say what might have happened had we not

acted in Karame and killed over 300 Patah, It is hard to know

how many casualties the Patah's"spring offensive™ would have
brought us, We can only look back and ses that within the last
three months 24 Israeli's were killed by Fatah's -.ctim, and

86 wounded, During that period we killed 60 Fatah,. 0Us casunalties
in Karame were about the same ==

months but in Kapam '
that number mf *_ of
done cthem greai har
blow by provingz that
The legion has suffered o ¢
Int:l.on they ha:ve lost 30 t:

anid ll'oo we : LES i :

We have to be ~that the terror will 2o on and

ageinst it will go on. Today we "mf,' aife _
numbers than last year, when’ @ 30=40 ¢ 8" were active.
We also know that the Lﬂ gives her assistanc to thems

In their orders of operation W ing @ :_;ﬂ,_ ive™ they had
to make xmhaktazwx acts of at the "Hadassa"Hospital ,

the Knesset, Haifa Harboum Qm affie to Eilath ete.
They were also plamning to We %I;f army personell
in order to exchange them for prison ~

The price of Karame was hich, but one has towumt.
t is was a war and tha 1o¢sud1d"' happen becaus of any
shortcoming or restriction from ' tsocver.

The publick was shocked becausethey m used to acts of rretaliation
and for that the casualties would) ‘hava been high but not for

on operation on siich scales

As for the future, the Ptah is a basic problem and it will stay
as long as there is no political arrangements We can keep their
operations on a low standard relatively by different methods.m

We have not used all the methods we know znd we are still
weighinges If we find the right reaction to every problem and

if we use a wide range of measures we shall be able to keep
their acts at a minimum.

One of the measures we are trying out are defemsive measures

on a large scale like mines etc,

Gen, Bar-Lev thinks the Fatah organigation may grow but will never
reach the sige of a guerrila army. First because the people do
not cooperate with them and because they lack certain qualities
necessary to a guerdilla war,

























d) Pride in the achievement of the Israel Defence Forces

- played an overvhelming part in the response. The favorite

phrase was "Israel's lightniu victory makes me feel ten feet
tall." The speed and scope of the six-day war gave every Jew
in the world a2 renewed sense of dignity, streagth and purpose.
Where do we !tll_-ld now, and what problems must we face?
It is clear to everyone tht we have many difficult months
M mmmummmtmmtu-
!thtﬁ'rdtdnﬂlmtlnm. ht-!ﬂymtorodl
w m 'ﬂ-r il"l Mﬂu mm again,
which encourages Mn&mamw mntu
first problem munlll to be mlg :mnl -at remain
mtmly mobilized, at considersble m: -must expect
sdditional casualties from border incidents; must maintain a
strong posture; bwmqumt to replace what was lost,
and guard a tqrrxto::“:r?ngp three times larger than the Israel
of June 5, The support and maintenance of & military estab-
lishment to perform all thm tasks is & tremendous fimancial
Second, there is the prdlu d’_u%y. Since the
Arabs will not negotiate pesce trsaties, Isrsel must sit in
control of all the occupied territory. Military governors
have been appointed for some of the territories, and, de facto,
it is becoming Israel's responsibility to see that life goes
on for the Arab peoples in these areas. That means schools
and hospitals and roeds and commerce and the whole complex
mechanism of daily life. It is being done, of course, but

let us not blithely mssume it is easy. Great sums must be
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spent and, perhaps more important, this task imposes a strain
on the already burdened leadership group. After zll, Isrsel
scquired many things in the war, but not more sdministrators
and teachers and other trained persommel.

Third, there is the Arab population in these territories -

both the settled Arab farmer, ms in the former West Bank of

Jordan, and the Arad refugee, as in the Gaza Strip. All to-
nthr, the total ot all aatdfm'lu is 1,300,000 new Arabs
nudtuhmmumtm uonudmlm
nnﬁpaummummtﬂsmmoz
this. mmmtﬁm.ﬁanﬂuums’
mrm:nummu n'&o"" nnm-h
strike umwtm mtcomar Neither
thluuhﬂd“nmthhwymumumt
ummnmmuuﬂnu-ﬁﬁumhtm.
muumumm.m-_m.Mmmaum.

- p

Fourth, there &re many unresolved u@_puuo-.
Production must be resumed st full-scale; exports must be
increased to dloﬁ_-th_,a balance-of-trade gap; nev investments
must be attracted so that mmuﬁu can be developed;
markets must be found sbroad toé new products, and looming
over 8ll these problems is the still heavy unemployment.
There are tens of thousands of men without work, and this
situation becomes most aggravated whem ex-soldiers are i._-
volved., A soldier finishes his regular two and one-half year
period of service, is discharged, goes back to his homstown,
and cannot find & job. Or a reservist who has served several
months is demobilized, goes back to his family, and is out of

work. This is particularly serious - but it is also bad








