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REACTIONS OF WORLD JEWRY TO THE STA-DAY WAR

Spzech of Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman, Exsecutive
Vice President, U.S5.A. to World Zionist Congress

June 12. 1968

The days of last May-June will be long remembered for the couble miracle.
The smashing military and moral victory of Israel by its Defense Forces and
its common citizens; and the brilliant spontaneous demonstration of unity
by the world-wide Jewish pesople will be recorded as one of the most tremen-
dous achievements of our history.

Put anyone who truly understood the skill, training, and courage of the
Israel Army was not altogether surprised at the victory. Jews fought like gods
and heroes, because they knew that all the centuries were looking at them,
both past and future. Defeoat was impossible, because it would desecrate our
glorious past and would certainly destroy the future.

And anyone who truly understood the nature; character and values of

world Jewry was not altogcther surpriced at the demonstration of strength.

We rose as one, behind Isracl, for it mattered not where or how we lived.

We know that this was our struggle too, and our fate also was being determined.
Our pride, cur honor, our dignity were all at stzke,

A new type of Jew has grown in this land - proud, independent, self=-
recliant, able and willing to fight fiercely for survivel; and a now type of
Jew has grown abroad - also believing in survival, mutual responsibility and
unity. I always disagreed with those who predicted the disappearance of the
Jews in the diaspora through assimilation, because I beliesved that two strong
forces would always hold the Jewish people together - the sense that we are
one people, and the feoling that we have one land. When the moment of crisis
came, this truth was clearly and quickly proven. Thoe Jew in Israel and the
Jew in evory other country on the faco of the earth is one and the same Jew.

The land of Isracl beslongs to the people of Israsl averywhsre.
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The social historians will write many books analyzing the reasons bohind
the phenomenal outpouring of support in money, manpowecr and political in-
fluence which the Jews of the world offered at the moment of testing. My
own analysis of the roasons comes down to four basic words: love, fear, anger,
prids.

Love for Israel is deep in thc heart of the Jowish people. It is not
always cxpressed - and sometimes it would cven appear on the surface that
there are ideas and issuocs which seem to divide Isracl from the Diaspora.
But, none of this can obliterate the very deep mystical tie of love which
binds every Jew to his ancestral homeland.

Foar that somcthing might happen tn Israsl galvanized every Jow to act.
Isracl has become part of the cnnsciousness of overny Jew. He may not
think of her evory day, but she is & fixed part of his life and thinking. He
has grown accustomed to having her 2s part of his world, and the thought
of losing her was too much to bear. Twenty years 2go, she was a novelty,

a sort of unreal dream - come -~ true. Today she is so much a part of hir.
that if she were to go down; he felt he would go down with her. The loss
of Israel would have mcant, the loss of Jewish existonce everywhere on
earth.

Anger was a tremondous force. After Fitler, we determined that there
would never by a second Auschwitz; that never again would Jews be killed or
harmed by an enemy without the entirc¢ Jewish people rising to the support
of the threatened portion of the penple. If we did not understand enough,
orif it was not possible to holp in 1942, then cortainly 25 years later, it
would be absolutely unforgivablec if we did not rally, swiftly and strongly,
to show the world the true meaning of the unity of the Jowish peonle. Our

response was a way of saying ~ "Don’t anyone ever touch us again.-



-3- -
And, lastly, pride in the achievement of the Israel Defenso
Forces played an overwhelming part in the rosponse. Tho favorite phrzse was
Isracl’s lightning victory makes me foel ten feot tall,- The speed and
scoe of the Six Day “ar gave cvery Jow in the world a renewed sense of
dignity, strongth and purpose.

Amazingly snough, the support of 1967 was much greateor, by every criterion,
than the support and identification of 1948.

Last year there was a much more emotion2l responssc. It was as though
there was an oxplosion of sentiment, which spread like 2 fire. Penple did
not wait to be asked, but woluntsersd.

There was a much morse widespread response. More people than ever before
came forward to be identified with helping Israel. There werc mass mcotings
and rallies all ovor the world on a scalc unprocodented.

There was a much faster responsc. The emorgency campaign was organized
and almost completed within 2 fow weeoks. In 1948 the campaign contimued
for the entirc year. This time people made their dscisions and announced
their gifts in hours, or at most a few days.

There was a much larger rosponsc in money. In 1967 morc than five times
as much free moncy was transmitted from all sources than in 1948. And
don’t forget that in addition there was thc huge amount mado available through
the Bond Organization, which did not cven exist in 19U48.

There wore many peonle who made this double miracle possible, from
Petach Tikvah to Pretoria - from London to Los Angoles - oven the silent onos
of Russia wept and prayod and hoped in their hearts. Those who gave blood and
thoso who gave money formed one groeat chorus, singing at the height of the
collective glory of this small unique people. No one man, women or child
noed thank another. Hach did his duty - and sat symphony of praiss belongs

to the whole people which can be so noble whon it wants to be. But this
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hour of recall should not pass without recording thét there were two men
who came to us on the outside and brought the word to us. Pinhas Sapir
and Arych Pincus went first to Burope, then to England, thon to the U.S.,
then Sapir went alone to Canada and Latin America - all within a few days.
They worked like demons; like tigurs, and we shall never forget them for
it.
The Jews of the world stood fimm last June. We know what we wanted.

Our reaction was chemical and electric. Our very c

sepest emotions were
touched. Our reflexes worked swiftly. We wers afraid of destructinn.

We were angy at another genccide. We folt nrice in success. We felt love

for our psople in Israsl. An unprecedented height of world-wide Jewish
unity wes welded by the flaming arc of the fire of war.

Now we wait - tonse - uncertzin. Thecrdeal for Israel’s pesople is
not finished. There may very well be morc #ighting - small scale we hope -
larger scalc possibly. The ocusstinn is how we will rcact. What we did
last June so well was 2 quick flash of raw amotion, What we do now will
show the hard will of'a millennial people dotormined to mold history and
make it conform tn our deep and passinnate desire to live and create and
fashinn in our own inage a world whnhgg outlines were drzwn by our ancient
prophots and whose future exists to bc shaped for the benefit of all man-
kind. Do we have the hard will?

We were born in the Zast,; which both tradition and science have selac-
ted as the cradle »of man. We woere among the first men - and we shall be
among the last men - and our goal is not for some small pieca of rocky
soil - but our historic purpose is to ceneble the Jowish people to live

creatively at the crossroad of the eontinent where we were born
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4 long weit for peace? We will wait. Another war? We will fight.
Meand&usmmshanmnﬁmto ﬁva-farIbahavathnhudﬂJ&
exists - the will to bz"i_ng forth ever new generations of dreaming, creating
Jews on this soil who shall stretch for the highest stars and some day attain

them - achieving for our peopls its cternal and glorious goal: to be a

light to the entire world. This, and nothing less is our fate. This

and nothing less is our mission.
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