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fil'J..c.T.I.ONS OF WORLD JEWRY tO THE SIX-1¥\Y WAR 

Speech of Rabbi Herbart A. li'riedman 9 Executive 
Vice President, U.S.A. to 1vorld Zionist Congress 

June 12 1968 

The deys o:f last JV'.::i.y-June will ba lonF rernemb'3red for the couble miracle. 

The smashing military and ~oral victory of Israel by i ts Defense Forces and 

its common citizans , and the brilliant spontaneous demonstration of unity 

by the world-wide Jewish people will be r ecorded as one of tho most tremen-

dous achievements of our history. 

rut anyone who truly under stood. the sld.ll, training, and cour age of the 

Isr ael Army was not altogether surprised at the victory. Jews fought like gods 

and heroes, because they knew that all the centuries were l oold.ng at them, 

both past and future. De~oat was impo~siblo , because it would dosecrat e our 

glorious Past and would certainly destroy the future. 

And anyone who trul:r understood the nat ure, charc?.cter and values of 

world Jewry ·,;-as not altogether surprised at th_,i demonstration of' strength. 

We rose ~s one, behind Israel, for it matt ered not whore or how ws lived. 

We know that this ~'2.~ our struggle too, and our fato also was being determined. 

Our pridet our honor, our dignity were all at stake. 

A new tyr,>c of Jew has gro~m in t.his land - proud~ independent 9 self-

reliant, able .and willing to fight fiercely for survivtl; arrl a now t ype of 

Jew has gr own .abroad - also believing in survival mutual r espons:ibility and 

u..l"lity. I always disagreed with those who predicted the disappear ance of t he 

Jews in the diaspora through assimilation, becaus0 I boliavad that two strong 

forces would al~rays hold tho Jewish people together - the sens~ that we ar a 

one people, ar.d the fooling that Wu hav., one land. 'fuon t he moment of crisis 

crune, this truth was clearly and quickly proven. Tho Jew in Isr ael and the 

Jew in cv:!ry other countr y on the f-,co of th~ earth is one and the same Jew. 

The l and of Israel b3longs t o the people of' Israal vverywhar o. 
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The social historians will write many books analyzing the reasons bohind 

tha ".>honon:onal outpourinr: of support in rnoney 11 manpowor and political in­

fluence which tho Jews of the world of fared at the momont of t esting. My' 

own an:ilysis of the r oasons C)mes do-wn tn f our basic words ~ l ove, f oar ~ngor, 

pride. 

Love for Israel i5 deep in tho heart of the Jewish poopl e. It is not 

alW<tys expressed - and s omotimes it would c.ven aopoar on the surface that 

there are ideas and issuos which seem t o divide Israel from the Diaspora . 

But ~ none of this can obliter ate the very doep mystical tie of l ove which 

birxis every Jew to his ancestral hollleland. 

Foar that s omething Might happon to Isr~el galv~nized every Jew t o &ct. 

Israel has becomo part of the cnnsci ousness of evorry J~w. He may not 

think of her evory day , but she is a fixud part nf his life and thin.l<ing. Ho 

has grown accustomed t o having her as oart of his world? a nd the th0ught 

of losing her was t oo much to boar . Twenty years ago? sho was a novclty9 

a sort of unreal drearr - C()me - true. Tod.D.y she is so much a pa.rt of hir 

t hat if she wer e to go down, he f elt he would go down with her. The l oss 

of Israel would havo meant , the l oss of Jewish exist:)nco everywhar e nn 

oa.rth. 

J..ngcr was a tremendous f orce. After Ei tlor ) we det ermined that tharG 

would never by a second Auschwitz; that ncvar ll.£2.in would Jews be killed or 

harmed by an enerr.y without t ha cntin~ Jewish p3opl e rising t o the support 

of the thr-Ell\t ened portion of tho penpl e. If we did not urrl0rst.:i.Irl enough, 

orif it was not possible to hol p in 1942, then cer tainly 25 yoArs later , it 

would bo absolutely unforgivablo if we did not rally, swi:ftly an::l. str ongly, 

t o show tho world the true moanin3 of the unity of the J ewish pon·,10 . O..tr 

r est)t')nse was a way of saying - ·non ~t anyone evor t ouch us agnin&: 
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And. 9 lastly9 pride in the achiovemont of tho Israel Defense 

Forces playoo an overwhelming part in tho r c sp()nse. Tho favorite 'Phrase was 

Israel " s lightning victory makos me fool ton f oot tall. Tha speed and 

scoe of tho Six Day r.1~.r gave 3very Jc;w in tho t-nrld a r enewod sense of 

dignity, strength and purpose. 

Amazingly :mr.iugh 7 the support of 1967 was much grentor . by every criterion, 

than the support ~nd i dentification of 1~8. 

Le.st year thero was a much more omotional res~onso. It was as though 

there was an oocpl osion of sentiment, which spread liko a fire. Penl)le did 

not wait to be askoo 1 but vol unteered. 

There was n much more widespread response. More peopl e than ever bef ore 

came forward to be identifiGd with hol ping Israel. Ther e were mass meetings 

and r allies ~11 ovor the world on a scale unp_eccdentod. 

Ther e was a much faster r esponse. The emergency campaign was or ganized 

and almost completed within a few weeks. In 1~8 the campaign continued 

f or tho entire year. ".!'his time people made their decisions an:i ann0unced 

their gi~s in hour s, or at most a f ew days. 

Thor o was a much l ar ger r osponso in mnnoy. In 1967 more than five times 

as much free monoy was transmitted from all sources than in 1948. Arxi 

don t f or get t hat i n addition thar o was tho huga amount mado available through 

the Bond Org~nization, which did not oven exist in 1948. 

Thora woro many peo9le who made this double miracle possibl e, from 

Petach Tikvah to Prctori~ - f r om Lend.en to Los Angeles - oven the silant onos 

of Russia wept and prayod and hoped in their hearts. Thos3 who gavo blood and 

thos ~ who gave money f~rmed one gr~at chorus, singing at the height of the 

coll ectivo glory of this s!llllll unique pe,.,plo. No 0ne man, women or child 

n3ed thank anothor. Each did his duty - ani '3Ut symphony of praisa bolengs 

to the whol e people which can bo s~ noble whon it wants t o be. But this 
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hour nf rec.all snould not pass without recording that thoro wero two men 

wh0 camo to us 0n the outsida and brought tho word to us. Pi.nhas Sapir 

and !J'ych Pincus wont first to Eur">pe, then tf'I England, thon to the U.S., 

then Sapir went al)nc to {Xlnada and Latin America - a.11 within a few days. 

Thoy -vnrkoo like dooions, like tig0rs, arxi we sh.lll never forgot them for 

it. 

'tha Jews of the world stood fil"lll le.st June. We know what we wanted. 

Ou.r ro~cti~n w~s chamical and electric. (':u.r very do3past emotions wer e 

touched. Our reflexes worko..i.; swiftly. '!la wera afraid 'Jf destructirm. 

:.Va were aney at .'.lnother g.:mocidc. \o1e: felt price ~n success. :vo :felt love 

for our psople i n Isr a-31. An unprocedant L<i height of world-wide Jewis h 

unity was welddcl by tho flaming a r c nf the fire of war. 

Now wo w~it - tons~ - uncert~n. The~rdeal fer Israel·s p~ople is 

not finished. There May very well bl) ro,.,rc f ighting - small scale wo hope -

larger scale '_)Ossibly. The question is how wa will react. What we did 

last June so will was a quick flEl.sb of raw mnotion. What W3 do now will 

show thr, hard will of a millennial p30ple d.:.tor:ninod to mold histor y arrl 

make it conform tn our deep and passi,.,natc dosire t".> live and croate and 

fashi0n in !lur own ir:la.ge ~ ~J'"lrld wh"1se outlines wor e drawn by our ancient 

prophets and wh0s~ futurG exists t~ be shaped for the benefit of all ?Dall­

kind. D.., we have the hard will? 

We wc:.ra b0rn in the &st, which brith traditi,.,n and science have selac­

tcd as tho cradle 'lf man. We woro :l..l'!lOng tha first men - and we shall be 

amnnf th~ last men - and ~ur goal is n~t for some small pieca of r,.,cky 

soil - but our historic purpose is to cneble tho Jowish people to liva 

creD.tively at tho cr,,ssroad nf the O">ntinent whare wo were bor n 
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A long W?.it for peace? We will wt-.it. An')ther war? We will fight. 

l!.>va and treasure we shall continue to give - for I baliava the hard will 

exists - tha will t.., bring forth evar naw gonerati'>ns of dreaming, creatir.g 

Jews on this soil who shall stretch for the highest stars and Sl')lJle d?..y attain 

them - achieving for 0ur ponpl.;) its ctcrl".al and glori'.)US goal~ to ba a 

light t" thv entire world.. This, and nothing less is our fate. This 

and nothing less is our mission. 
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