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TAPE 1 = SITE 1 =

1 @nderstend that you have been through a very geographicel and
emiotional experience, up to now, on your trip, = you have been
in the North, where most of the ection has been for the past,
year - and you ere here in Jerusalem, &nd you have things yet
to do -~ I heard about Messada and other trips that you are going
to make = but you have a day or two in which to reflect to

put all your thoughte together, to try to synchroicise what

you have seen, to try to excepulate it, to try to put it into
some kind of topic sentences, or some kind of paragrpehic
headings, so that you can give it to the rest of your people

when you go home.

You will have had the privilege of seeing whst other people

will have to listen to it from you, and everybody says = my

God I was impressed by what I saw, but how do 1 bring it scross
to others. There is no way to bring it ecross to ohters, &s
well es you have gotten it, but you can epproximate it, by doing
two things = by trying to get them to come en & trip, Emmmissions
come over every week, or if failing that, try to give them

half & dozen tépic phreses sentences, to sum it &1l up, to make
the picture as cleer as you can for them.

You realise bhat Isreel is in a state of shock, such as she hes
never been in the entire period of her existence. And so the
first thing that you have to telk ebout is ebout 2 people in shech
And 8 country in shock = and thet word describes psychology Bs
much as it describes snything else.

What was it sbout this country that caused everybody to be so
proud of it, sbout the people who live in it, end sbout the
people who watched it frem outside. 1 remember when you used

to telek ebout this fantastic place, its courasge, its herpism

its gowth, its speed with what it got things done, xixxax

ite appsrant invincibility, everybody felt that(his country wss
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menned by supermen, could do anything, conquer enemies,
conquer desert end break rock, and conquer disease, and build
towns, and they could do mirscles, thaet wes never true, that
was always exsggerated - but that wes always the way people
liked to see the picture , but whether that wesfully true or
only partislly true, the fact remains thet concept, that image
kuy tock & terrible shock lest October = you were shocked &nd
we were shocked , and it is only November, it is only thirgeen
months later, and we ere still living under the shadow of thet
shock, = the wordd that were used in this country was earthgueke-

the eparth shook from under our feet.

The people lost faith in their leaders, the pedple of this
country were crying for the blood of Golda, end Moishe, and

they would hsve resigned, out, the heroes were thrown out,

they were great, ihe shock, people were not looking for a
scape-goat, people were trying to find out what was happending
to them = the loss of belief in leaders, the loss of belief

in the Army, which hed been the most precious instrument that
this country ever had = the cleanest, the purest, the most
non=-politicel, serviced by tﬁa most ideelistic men, when epeople
thought histeorically of what Baxlix Ben Gurion 's greatest
centribution was to this country, it was the creation of en
Army, which would keep this country in tact, prevent civil war,
when he had his first early fight with Irgun, in 1948, they sank
8 ship coming to this country with arme, which belonged to them
because he said 1 would rether sink that ship than bhave two
Armies in this country = they would kill each other, he retained
the Ministry of Defence ell the years, that he was the Prime
Minister, he built the Army @s the pride of the nation, the

best end most ideelistic men went intc it, end suddenly the

Army is discovered to be fallible, some of the heroes have cleyfeets
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how did the errors occur, how did the oversights occur, people
eare still scretching their heads sbout it to this dey, fifteen
months later, sovhen & nation loses ¥aith in its political
leaders and loses faith in its Army, and then begins to lose
faith in étself. because plain people ere beginning to ask
themselves - well meybe we did something wrong = maybe we are
not running the country right, and then 211 kinds of veriations
of péliticel opinione began tocreep in, and many people said -
maybe the varieties on which we based ocur whole position are
incorrect - maybe we should deal with the Palestinans, who knows=-
we got & whole gosh of left-wind opinion, which begen toc say =~
maybe they are not sc bed, maybe we should give basck the West
Fank - maybe we had the Yom Kippur war, because we have been
stubborn since the six day wer - people began to question very
deeply every single belief they held before = this is going

thorough trauma -

It is very hard for & nation to go through this end at the same
time it is going through blood - you have to knbw what it was
like in this country = week after week, weeek after week, to
watch the command cers, all in a very preciss way, if the body
of the soldier was a sergeatnt, then sitting in the back of the
Command car were six sergeants - stiffly at sttention, with the
coffin in the middle of the commend cer, draped with the fleg,
and a jeep before and a jeep after - end headlights on, and thst
little convoy of three vehicles, carrying cne boy, from a
termpercrary cemetary to a permanent ene - and the roads of this
country were full - month after month, it ioock & long %um, tins
to rebury two thousand five hundfed caffins = end when a nation

goes through that trauma, dey after day on the roads, every stop
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light, every cross xoad, stops, cers halted while this little
ceravan would go on to one kibbutz on to one side, or one
moshav on the cther side, this looking at the temporary dead
hundreds of them, in some termporary cemefary somewhere, I em
sure thet those of you who were on missions here right after
the way, saw big white stones, hundreds of bodges there, rough
stones and gravel, soms ceremony for fiteen minutes, it wae
shocking enough, but thst was temporary - kkwm when the
permenent buriasls were made, the country felt pain = in evexry
smell neighbourhood, intimate, - this shock maxm pouring over
people, wave after weve of it, at the seme time, that the dead
were being buried, is not something that weg in the far, far
distant past, we are talkigg sbout en event that took place

thirteen months sgo -

it seems to me like thirteen centuries sgo, so much has

heppened inbetween = end the people have hed to find &
resiluency in which , with which to sbsorb this, fact of the
pest, slthough so recent a past, end at the same tiné. deal with
the events of the present. And the events of the present
exuxinky crowding in - with an euthenticity and with an immediacy
which 1 with twentyseven years, with experience with this
country, have never felt once, &s pointly, as 1 do now,

maybe, I don'tknow, perhaps because now, I live her now, or
meybe = although 1 try to keep objective, I cannot reeall in
over a querter of - century, which takes me back %o before

the State was created, I cannot recall & moment in time when

we have been faced with & congruency, a coming together , at

the same moment, of three such enounous events which are
crowding in on us tonight, as we sit here, tnoghit, November

- the 16th. Ve have crowding in on us another war, we have

crowding in on us an econinic bankrupcy, the shocking sensational



-5-
espect of which is the devaluation of last Sunday ~ and we have
crowding in on us of what we hope will be, & hughe enornmous

wgve of Russian Jews who will come.

I can remember ell the ti;ea in the past when we have been

faced with war = and when I jinew we were faced with war, and
when I made speeches in the Citiees of America , and warned people
that we were faced with war, and people cazlled me a war mongsr,
time after time after tieme, in the years gone by, when I said
that there would be another war next ipring ~ and they said to

me = you ere crazy, and I said, wait end see -

I can't understand war, and 1 still can't - we have been throug
economic recessions in this country before, 1 remember the
mitun in 1966 , end I remember the susterity in 1950 and in
1951 when we ate in this country, ration food, and you @t one
egg, end one piece of frozen fish from Norwey - and there was
no beef end there was none = I know the economic midxx
difficulties through which this country hes been , and I know
the weves of immigration that have come through -« I had a small
part in bringing som= of them here - but there has never, in
twentyseven years, been & moment, when all three of these thres
things have come together, the ximsk starkness end in the

magnitude with which we are being hit with now.

1975 is going to be the most difficult awkward year with which
the people of the Stat o Isreel have ever been faced - in 1972
if someone would have said that in 888 1973 will be a yezr in
which lsrael will hsve the worst wars that she ever had, 1
could have accepted that, that was a correct prediction fer
1973 , but nobody has been able to make any prediction for eny

year, such as I have just ssid, that 1975, will be faced with



events of this magnitude. The war may not wait
until 1975 , who knows, it is only November, 16th - I don't
have to epell it out for you = you know what the framework of
this scenerioc is - I can't predict the deteils, I em not a
prophet, but the gener_1 fremework of the scensrio is that you
have s very reluctent Syria , end I begin with that, because
that is the main source and threat of denger - Mx, Kissinger
ennounced todasy thzt he now believes that Syris will not renew
her contract for the emaintenence of the UN troups, and if thst
happens, it ie due on the 27th or the 24th of this month, 1

am not sure, of the date, if in fact, Syria does not, renew

the contract, with the UN for six months, end tells the UN
forces to stand down, then what is called the separation of

the forces of Syria end us, where we are separsted by the strip
of whatever it is four miles, or four hundred yesrds, whatever
it ie, if the Un forces are pul led out, end bhere is no '
seperation of forces, end the two of us come together, and with
no UN between us, I don't have to tell you what thepotentislity
is.

I have elways believed that Syria wes bluffing and would
remein bluffing until the lact moment, and at the very last
moment would capitulate and would agrea.bsc-usa it would be

too horrendus for her to be Nasser trick of throwing UN out,
but I have el ways felt thet ghe will bluff end bluff right
until the last moment, but then would cepitulats, and would
allow the renewal for six months, but, never in my heart
believed for one split second that if she did renew it now,
November, 24th, that she would then new it April 24th, six
months from now = so that pecple who tslk $o0 you about war

next epring, sre talking to you on the premise that whatever

T ——
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happens nbow, there will not be anocther renewal , and if there
is no renewgl then, Pesach is the 27th Merch, enjoy it, end

sfter the Pesach holidays are over, then the stage is set.

1 don't know whether they will bluff it out, or whether they are
serious, &nd @hether they will not renew - I hsven't got 2 clue

we will a8ll know next week =

as far as the rest of it is céncarnsd. Egypt would like, Egypt
has renewed &t the end of October, the 28th, Egypt wants to txy
to make peace, in her terms, and her terms sre total withdawal
from Siaia on cur psrt, as what she calls, the second stege -
and if we withdraw totally from the Sinsi, then she will make
certain concessions such as when the canal is ready for working
next March , ABPril, shs will allow our ships through it, and
conversely, if we don't withdraw all the way, she is putting us
on warning now that when the canal is clear, whe will not let
our shins thoough it - she said thet the day before yesterdasy,
very clearly = She is not kidding with us, she is not being
merky, she is stating clearly, what ghe wents, - the denger will
not be from the Egyptian front, the demger will be from the
Syrien front - the second denger will be the internal fight
between Arafet and Hussein - Arafst, the darling of the world,
comes to the Bankrup UN wearing his gun end his olive branch,
and after that, vulgar and obecene demonstetetion, gets down
from his plene, to go and epeak to Castro and from Castro goes
to talk to Moscow, to Breznev, end having 2meh touched base
with all of his good friends, comes back and will try very
nicely to see if he can assisinate Hussein. And if he can, we
will be dealing with him, and if he cen't he will still insist
dealing with him, and our Government says we will not desl with
him, and he says, you will deal with me, &nd the UN says you

will deal with him, end the United States, I think will alsoc sayn,

o= |



-8-
you will deel with him,we have sn emotionsl block ebout deeling

with him = 1 don't know whether you were &t Ms'elot, he is
responsible for it, I don'tknow whether you were at Kiryst
Shmoneh = he did it, we heve a block, very hard to deasl with
him, end yet we may have to. Ahd if we have to , it will be &
drain , it will be full of bitterness snd it will be full of
bleod, = there is no person in this country, who will say to
you = that he truly believes that we can get through the next
six monthe without war -

for &8 nation of people to say that to you, who in a straight-

forward end honest look you in the eye way, is not eesy, and they

don't say it to you, end we'don't say it to you for eny dematic
effects, but it is just so thet you should know exacyly wheat
is going on, so that you won't be caught unawares - not be

ceught unawares, as 211 of us were last October.

Knowing that we have to face that, knowing that we have used

up 8ll the money that the American credit gave us of over

two billion dollars for the purchase of Arms, which wes supposed
to spread over three years, but which was used up inone, thanks
by the way, to an Administrative Executive decision by the
President Mr. Ford, he had the power to pake that decision, hs
made it, so that we don't have to stresm the money out, end bgy
little bits of equipment, we have been 2ble to replenish with
the whole gush, but we ers now finished with the 2.2 = knowing
that, the wars as they go get more and more expensive, we are
faced with a second cetastrophic event, of an economic strange
ulation, wikh when the Government wes finslly forced to act, it
haed no choice, it was like trying to stop s haemorrazge, we were
haemoragging out, hard currency at the mte of hundred million

a2 month, on other things that were then going thén erms, thad

had to be stopped, end so now you have in thie country, en economic

S ——
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stringency in which there is no importation of eutomobiles,
or refrigerators, or American coffee, or Danish beer, or any
I1tslian s hoes, or any of the things that some of thepeople have
got used to in the past few years, and thank God, the Government
did that 2t last , there have been some of us who heve been

screaming for it for the past four or five years,

along with that, goes the unblieveble tightening of the belt,
in paying two dollars a gallon of gssoline, and peying & pouhd
for a loaf of breed, which our peop1§ ere simply not used to =
bresd end cooking oil and sugar, those things had to be
subsidized, end now people are going to be hungry in this
country - you go to the supermarket and you listento a wman
stend there and he said - eggs, have gone up to 40 asgurot for
each one, &nd he has got six kids &nd he wents to give esch

kid en egg every dey, six eggs, is two pounds fo:ty just for
ecgs each day, and six days & week, fifteen, or eighteen pounds
per week just for eggs, and no way, there is no way, he just
cen't buy it, he will wind up buying the eggs, but he certainly
won't be able to buy the meat - not even buy the chicken, the
meat is forty or fifty pounds & kilo,

when you get a war coming on your bekk, and in your face, this
kind of economic situation when not the rich only, but thepoor,
are strapped in, and then you teke those two things and you
add to them that third thing on the horizon, which is not in
the seme category, as the first two, the third thing, is a lovaly
wondexful, to be cherished, to be preyed for, to be worked, for
to be protested for, how many of you people screamed and shouted
end demonstrsted in March, and shouted = let my pecple go -
well, Jackson won the fight, end in fact, we don't get double-

crossed by = I put that sentence in, becsuse we might very well
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get double crossed - not st ell sure of it, not et all sure,
there are no guarentees, there is nothing in the mechaniem
there is nothing in the srrengement there is nothing in the
machinery, to guarantee snything - we are still on the sufferance

of the Russian Govefnment.

But let's assume thet the morelity of & public commitment,

on this thing, will be enough to hold them in line, and let's
assume that the blessed mm wonderful thing occurs, end we do

in fact get into thie country = two hundred new Russians a day
three hundred days & year, sixty thousand, two hundred pecple
a day coming into this countxy, day in, day ocut, esnd to build
houses for them, and tc find places in the schools for them, an d
to find jobs for the people, 2ll of this to be done by whom -
by some kind of imported core of civil servents who is going

to worry ebout the Russians = no, 211 of this to be done by
people who are already hervous sbout enother war on their backs,
pecple who are already nervous sbout not being a2ble to meet
khiu their household budget, every week, the seme people, who
live here, the same handful of pedple who live hers, who do

everything else, ere going to have to worry about this too.

You are beinging the people of Israel very close to the

maximum test of their abilities that you could possibly put

them to. And somebody ssid to me 2t the teble = how is their
moral = cen they handle this = well, you know, that #%at this
point I no longer talk about they - I don't think, can they
handle this, because 1 have to esk myself, how do I feel sbout
it. 1 em deep enough in the beds in the mud of this combinatien
of problems to know what my own reactions are to this. The
people of this country will handle this combination #of

circumstances just fine. Given only one thing, one thing only,
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it is not what you think - I almost said, they need your help,
that is taken for grented, thsy need one thing, they need cleax
inspirationel voice of leadership from inside the country,
expleining to them why they should make such sacrifices, why
they should give more blood, why they should endure terrible
stringent econcmic life, why they should sacrifce agein to take

in Jews from . fer off place,

they need a clesr voice of leadership explaining tﬁ them why

wa built this country in the first place, what its undlining
independance,

velues are, what Jewsih freedom/end soverignity means, why

those things ere worth enything, life itself, they need to hear

thet sort of thing, over and over egein, from their own internzl

lesders, and what they need to hear from you, and from the

outsids, is the clearest most ringing, afromation of support,

no ifs and ends end béts sbout it, end no, giving but holding

back, and no offe¥ing but criticising, and no saying yes &nd

& little bit of no,

you ere going to be tested in 1975 in my opinion, as you wers

not in 74 or in 73 = end I &m not making kiskexiem¥ retorical

statements and 1 am not making demogical statements, and I am

not meking campaign statements, to extrect enother fifty cents

out of you, I am telling it to you straight - we are going to bs

feced with tests such as we have never had - you are going to be

faced with such tests that you have never pad = and I would only

just beg of you, to realise that you ere in this with us so

deeply that no possibility whatscever, of any partial performence

on your part - this is the point that 1 want to gt across to

you =

You have two possibilities - ycu have an authentic, genuins

possibility of non-performance - step away efrom it, the problem
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is just too damn big to handle - and you didn't baxgain foxr it
anyway = that is one possibility - and the other possibility
is, abhspolute, tbtal, maximum, commitment, which means more, and
more, snd more, because that is what the oxder of the day, the
demands &re not less they are more - thes demands axe totally
irrelavant to what is happening to the economy of your country
the demendes are totally irrelevant to whet is happenening to
the ecoooy in Englend, even the good econogy in Cenada is
beginning to show signs of creeking end strein - all over the
world, the world is entering into & refeesion, it is totally

irrelevant - to the obligetion that you have.

In the performsence of that obligati on you can say thet you are
overwhelmed by the pEx problems and that you cen't handle this,
and you went to know something, we would understand it -
because when you have 8 huge load on your back you cen really
understend when somebody backs off because some of our own
people are becking off, let's fece it, some e few thousends of
cur own pecple are cracking up and cen't take it, &nd are
leaving the country - so if you sey, you can't take it, and

it is too heavy end it is too much, we can understand it, but
if you don't sey that, and you stay in the geme, then there ere
no half-way measures, be€fsuse that cheats, that fools us, that
fax fools us, and we don't know whers we stand.

So if you are in it, in it all the wasy, but all the way,

fer more, you will heve toc give more money, you will have to
protest more politicelly, you will have to protest our plank
politicelly, the pressures will be worse, you will have to fight
off a hugh pro-Arafat settlement, the sentiment that will grow,
you will have a lot of things to do that you have nesver done

in your lives before = you may have to scream and yell at the

double-cross at the Russian thing, you have got a very, very hexd
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heavy year's work ehead of you, and 1 can only say to you that
I would like to put the question back the way it was put to me,
when the chep &t the table ssid - does he thing that ourpeople
here can hold up under thie combination of historic pressures
I have to turn the question and ask you if you cen hold up.
I used tc know the moral end the mood of the American Jews
fery well, very intimetely, I had my finger on the pulse of
it, down to a very fine point, obviously, I don't anymore,

after all these years.

I cen only say that in 1974 as a result of the 1973 wer, you
seemed to have done well, - I think that in 1975 you will have
to do better = and if indeed you doy then my basic intiuty
feeling, about your historic comprehension, &nd your deep love
for Judaism, &nd your deep love of the State of Israel, will

ell turn out to be true, and you will once sgain ect very nobly.

We are st @n absolute historic cross-roed - and you know sometthing

ladies and gentlemen, judgement is going to paessed on us by our
own kids = let alone by anone else in the rest of the world,.
Because they will understand the nature of this crossroads , &nd
they will want to know how we scted et this moment. You have
always been a very sensitive elett generous and loving Jewish
community, in your attitude towards Jewsih values, and lsrael.
¥hat is expected of you now, is to continue on that path, in

en excellersted fashion, with mno lost nerve, regardless of what
will occur = no loss of nexve, and an excessive outpour ing of
zealous ettention to the needs of this plece, &nd its population,
for they are, or we ere indeed, 211 linked, and pay careful
attention to our preservation = I think that you will he paying
very careful attention to your own. Thankg you very much.

Thank you very much, Rebbi Friedmen,

.





