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MOSHE DAYAN:  STORY OF MY LIFE

On_the Yom Kippur War

More weapons were involved and the fire was more intense over short fronts and
in a brief period of time in this campaign, than in any other campaign, at any time,
anywhere in the world.

In World War II, the French had 2000 tanks on the Maginot Line. The Germans
attacked with 5000 tanks. At E1 Alamein, in the Western Desert, Montgomery had 1030
tanks and Rommel about 600. In the Yom Kippur War, the Arabs attacked with more than
5,500 tanks. On the Suez front the Egyptians used double the number of tanks employed
by Montgomery, and in the north the Syrians attacked with a force equal to that which
Germany sent against France. Both the attacks were carried out simultaneously,
with the most sophisticated types of tanks. and on extremely short fronts.

After the war Israel had to make a reappraisal of the military strength required
to preserve her capacity to meet a future Arab attack. Even if all the arms markets
were open to Israel she would have to determine with great care the limits of the
burden she could bear. How many tanks, planes and regular tropps could we afford to
maintain without collapsing under the economic weight of procuring and supporting them ?

According to the figures published by the Institute of Strategic Studies in London,
Israel maintains in peacetime am army whose size and cost, in proportion to hgrﬂpcpulgtion
and economy, greatly excepds. those in other countries. According to the fistitutes \j
figures\for \1974-75, Br1tain, with a population of 56.4 million, maintained ggﬂ_:auk§

d\lﬁ & t alrcﬁaft* -and France, with a populq;ion of 52.4 million;- hag

and fIsrae , with a population 3.3 g11110n, hqg 2,700 ;angs and;ggl 7
In further contrast, Eqypt, Syria and Jordan and Irag, with a total

popu]at1on of 58.6 million, maintained 6,600 tanks and‘llgg.combat aircraft.

I believe that the extent of Israel's military strength has virtually reached its
quantitative limits. It will be difficult for her to go on and on enlarging her army,
acquiring many more planes and tanks at vaster cost, with their increasing sophistication,
and tying down the young men on military service, while at the same time continuing to
meet our constructive civilian goals of social and economic development, integrating
the new immigrants, settling the land, creating new industries, and expanding our educational
and health services. Therefore, the way in which Israel must secure a balance of
forces against the Arab world, which grows in strength with extraordinary speed, lies




in improving the quality of her weapons, a quality which should ensure that any Arab attempt
to destroy Israel will involve the destruction of the attackers.

-

Qur military victory did not wipe out the hostile political reality in which we
are living and against which we are struggling. But Israel herself and her readiness
to persist in the realization of her ideals enabled her to withstand such a reality.
OQur foremost duty is to Tive up to the vision of ourselves, to fashion a pioneering
state, a creative society that flourishes from e fruits of its own labor, a courageous
state prepared to fight to the death to defend itself, a people of ideas and ideals
striving to achieve their natural and historic purpose - the revival of the Jewish nation
in its homeland.
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