
3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
 513.487.3000 

AmericanJewishArchives.org 

MS-763: Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman Collection, 1930-2004. 
Series H: United Jewish Appeal, 1945-1995. 

Subseries 1: Sermons, Speeches and Writings, 1949-1982. 

 Box Folder 
 24  22 

"The Meaning of Judaism in a Cosmic Sense." 1979-1980. 

For more information on this collection, please see the finding aid on the 
American Jewish Archives website. 



"THE MEANI NG OF JUDAISM IN A COSMIC SENSE" 

An Address Delivered By 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 

to the 

New York U. J. A. Federation 

Invitational Mission 

Jerusalem, ISRAEL 

12 October 1979 



[,; t L~ I _,. '" e;> IS ' I : '~ , ' " f • -, j' e- , .. ·I "' ) , ',, / / 

,4~(l') ft~ ,J\?{t/ . ~e, ...,~" r~,1,,J; '" 1~\;> >';a J';.lfc [, , 

r~ ~ , / ,_ le 1l.J j' 'I , "" l- P,> > f ..Al J> '~ {,; t• 1/ ; :;-e .- >f' r. 
. -" fe"f' > '> ... fj, '..,(' )-( J, !.>.., t..!:v ;;~ ,, 

"AND IT WAS EVENING) AND IT WAS MORNING) THE SIXTH DAY; AND THE 
HEAVENS AND THE EARTH AND ALL THEIR HOSTS WERE COMPLETED; AND 
THE LORD FINISHED BY THE SEVENTH DAY ALL THE WORK WHICH HE HAD 
DONE) AND HE RESTED ON THE SEVENTH DAY FROM ALL THE WORK HE HAD 
DON,, AND HE SANCTIFIED THE SEVENTH DAY J FOR ON IT HE RESTED FROM 
ALL HIS WORK) WHICH THE LORD HAD CREATED AND DONE." 

So SAY WE EVERY SABBATH EVE BEFORE WE BLESS THE WINE) AND IN 
THUS HALLOWING THE SABBATH) WE ARE REALLY HALLOWING THE CREATION 
OF THE UNIVERSE) WHICH ULTIMATELY PLACED YOU AND ME ON THIS EARTH . 
CREATION -- HOW DID IT HAPPEN? THERE ARE STORIES IN THE BOOK OF 
GENESIS WHICH OUR FATHERS SANG AROUND THE CAMPFIRES IN THE WIND-

WHIPPED JUDEAN DESERT AND THE SOFT SAMARIAN MOUNTAINS) IN THE WILDER-
:AN6-

NESS OF SINAI AND THE ROLLING HILLS OF MOAB; THE SHEPHERDS~AND THE 

WARR I ORS AND THE WEAVERS AND THE TILLERS .w..b- SAU&- AS THEY TOLD THE 
I 

ANCIENT POEMS AND SAGAS WHICH HAD COME DOWN THROUGH ALL THE CENTURIES 

FROM THEIR FATHERS WHO BROUGHT THE STORIES OF HOW THE ONE AND ONLY 

GOD -- EL SHADDAIJ A)'60NOY TSEV~T -- HAD CREATED THE EARTH AND MAN 

AND BEASTS AND FLOWERS OUT OF THE CHAOS OF NOTHINGNESS. THESE HEBREWS 

OF OLD WERE GIANTS OF MIND AND SOUL FOR THEY WRESTLED WITH THE FACT 

OF THEIR EXISTENCE) AND CAME TO PERCEIVE ... AS NO OTHER CONTEMPORARY 

DID ... THAT THE FORCE WHICH CREATED THEM WAS NOT IN A STONE OR A TREE) 

NOT IN THUNDER OR THE SUN) NOT IN FIRE OR THE WIND ... NOT IN A BULL OR 

A CAT) BUT RATHER IN A UNITY OF ALL FORCES AND ALL POWERS WHICH WERE 

RESPONSIBLE FOR LIFE AND NATURE. THIS UNITY THEY CALLED Goo ... NOT GODS 
/ 
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AND THEN SPENT A THOUSAND YEARS TRYING TO DEFINE THEIR RELATIONSHIP TO 

THAT Goo AND TO THEIR FELLOW HUMANS. THE HEBREW SAGA OF THE CREATION 

OF THE WORLD FULFILLED MAN'S NEED TO UNDERSTAND HIMSELF AND HIS ENVIRON­

MENT . 

THERE IS ANOTHER STORY OF CREATION WHICH TELLS OF A HUGE EXPLOSION 
G-A$E=S .S-.,,R~r"' 'm~"°' C:'"f7111J~$SJ 

20 BILLION YEARS AGO THAT SENfAENERGY DRIVING ATOMS TO AND FRO IN THE 

BLACKNESS) DUST CLINGING TO MOTEOF DUST) MAGNETISM AND GRAVITY PULLING 

THROUGH THE SPACES WITHOUT END) FOREVER AND EVER) OVER BILLIONS AND 

BILLIONS OF YEARS UNTIL GALAXIES AND CONSTELLATIONS AND STAR SYSTEMS 

SLOWLY FORMED. BECAUSE OF THE INCREDIBLE DISTANCES OF TIME AND SPACE) 

THERE IS NO WAY OF KNOWING AS YET WHETHER WE ARE ALONE IN THE UNIVERSE 

BUT IT IS ALREADY REASONABLY CLEA~E ARE ALONE IN OUR LITTLE CORNER. 

THIS TINY PLANET HAS BEEN SPEEDING) TRAPPED IN ITS ORBIT FOR MORE THAN 

4 BILLION YEARS) AND DURING MOST OF THIS TIME) THE SPACESHIP WE CALL 

EARTH WAS FORMING ITSELF) CREATING AN ATMOSPHERE AND WATER AND CONTINENTS 

AND MINERALS AND FINALLY LIFE. ONLY A FEW HOURS AGO THE DINOSAURS CAME 

AND WENT (THEY DIED OUT ABOUT 60 MILLION YEARS AGO) -- AND ONLY A FEW 

SECONDS AGO A MAN-LIKE CREATURE APPEARED (ABOUT ~MILLION YEARS AGO) --
-lLI ')(iCQ..tO 

AND ONLY A t41tti...s~co~ AGOJ FULLY-DEVELOPED MAN INVENTED WRITING (JUST 

5)000 YEARS AGO) AND HISTORY BEGAN. lHE HUMAN BEING FINALLY BECAME 

IMMORTAL) BECAUSE AT LAST HE COULD PRESERVE KNOWLEDGE BY WRITING IT DOWN 

AND IT WOULD ENDURE BEYOND HIS DEATH) PASSED ON TO NOURISH FUTURE 
l/r!fl.'f 

GENERATIONS . AMONG THE FIRST HISTORIC MEN WERE THE HEBREW TRIBES AND 
A 

OF ALL MEN WHO STOOD AT THE BEGINNING, WE ARE THE OLDEST SURVIVORS. 

ALL OTHERS HAVE PERISHED OR METAMORPHOSED . 
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IN THIS INSIGNIFICANT SPECK OF SPACE CALLED THE SOLAR SYSTEM 

TUCKED INTO THE EDGE OF A MINOR GALAXY CALLED THE MILKY WAY, THERE 

ENDLESSLY SPINS THIS TINY PLANET, 800 TIMES SMALLER THAN SATURN, 1,000 

TIMES SMALLER THAN JUPITER, THE ONLY PLANET POSSESSED OF LIFE. WE ARE 

ALONE, AT LEAST UNTIL WE REACH OTHER STAR SYSTEMS, AND IN OUR LONELINESS 

ON THIS SPACESHIP EARTH, WE THINK OF THE MIRACLE OF DUST AND GASSES AND 

CHEMICALS CULMINATING IN MAN. IT IS ABSOLUTELY INCREDIBLE TO REALIZE 

THAT AFTER MAN PASSED THROUGH ALL HIS MILLIONS OF YEARS OF EVOLUTIONARY 

STAGES OF PRE-HISTORY AND FINALLY REACHED THE HISTORIC PRESENT, OF ALL THE 

TRIBES AND NATIONS WHO WERE FORMED AND STRUGGLED AND DISSOLVED, WE, THE 

HEBREWS ARE THE OLDEST, IN TERMS OF BEING DIRECT DESCENDANTS OF OUR ANCES­

TORS, SPEAKING THE SAME LANGUAGE, LIVING IN THE SAME LAND. WHO ARE WE? 

WHERE DO WE FIT IN THE SCHEME OF PURPOSE? 

WHERE ARE WE -- HEBREWS, JEWS, ISRAELITES GOING? 

NOT LONG AGO, LAND WAS COVERED WITH ICE, BUT FINALLY THE LONG AGE 

OF ICE EASED ITS GRIP -- BEGAN TO RETREAT NORTHWARD -- AND WARMING WINDS 

SWEPT ACROSS SOUTHWESTERN ASIA, CARRYING SEEDS OF WILD WHEAT AND BARLEY. 

SMALL BANDS OF HUNTERS ROAMED THE STEPPES AND HILLS STALKING DEER, GAZELLES, 

WILD SHEEP AND GOATS -- SEARCHING FOR WHATEVER SUSTENANCE NATURE COULD 

PROVIDE. THEY DIFFERED LITTLE FROM THEIR HOMINOID PREDECESSORS WHO HAD 
T"'°'• tit~ 

WANDERED OVER PARTS OF AFRICA AND ASIA FOR ~AL~ A MILLION YEARS. THE 
,--.si ~ ~-.c.1. 

TIME WAS~ABOUT 10,000 B.C. AND AS THE ICE RETREATED ONE OF THE GREAT 

REVOLUTIONARY CHANGES WAS ABOUT TO OCCUR, MAN WAS ABOUT TO CHANGE FROM 

A FOOD-GATHERER TO FOOD-PRODUCER; FROM HUNTER TO FARMER; FROM NOMAD TO 

SETTLER. BUILDING SETTLEMENTS, STAYING IN ONE PLACE, WAITING FOR THE 

CROPS TO MATURE WOULD LIBERATE HIM FROM ETERNAL WANDERING AND OPEN THE 
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FUTURE OF CIVILIZATION, THE FIRST SETTLERS WERE CALLED NATUFIANS AND 

THEIR HOME WAS IN THE CAVES OF THE CARMEL RANGE.1 SOUTH OF HAIFA. "ABEL 

WAS A KEEPER OF SHEEP AND CAIN A TILLER OF THE GROUND," SAYS THE BIBLE. 

NEITHER ONE WAS A WANDERING HUNTER. BY 8,000 B.C.E. BESIDE A SPRING 

NEAR THE DEAD SEA, THE FIRST TOWN TOOK ROOT. STONE WALLS AND A TOWER 

30 FT, HIGH PROTECTED A POPULATION OF ABOUT 2,500 SOULS IN THIS TOWN 
-a-vs-.:- ~ FtN tt\14-B ~~ --

CALLED JERICHO ,- THE OLDEST CONTINUOUS INHABITED SITE ON THE FACE OF THE 

EARTH. 

FOOD WAS GROWN BEYOND THE NEEDS OF THE MOMENT AND STORED FOR THE 

FUTURE. THUS MAN COULD TURN AND LOOK AT THE WORLD AROUND HIM, BEGIN TO 

FASHION TOOLS, THEN ARTIFACTS, THEN COOKING UTENSILS AND CLOTHING AND 

BUILDINGS AND ORNAMENTS AND RELIGIOUS OBJECTS -- AND THE MARCH OF CIVILIZA­

~ION WAS BEGUN. 

-- BY THE YEAR 5,000 B.C. THE AGRICULTURAL REVOLUTION HAD SPREAD EAST-

~ WARD TO THE TIGRIS-EUPHRATES VALLEY AND THERE ANOTHER GREAT INNOVATION 

SHAPED THE FUTURE: WATER WAS DIRECTED FROM THE NATURAL CHANNELS OF THE 

WIDE RIVERS INTO A VAST IRRIGATION NETWORK WHICH GAVE RISE TO THE FIRST 

GREAT EMPIRE OF HUMAN HISTORY -- SUMER, ITS FERTILE SOIL BORE GREAT 

CITIES, UR, FROM WHICH ABRAHAM'S FAMILY SPRANG, AND BABYLON AND MANY OTHER 

POPULOUS CITY-STATES THAT FORMED THE WORLD'S OLDEST CIVILIZATION. 

TOWNS PROLIFERATED, THE IRRIGATION SYSTEM SPREADJ KINGS EMERGED, 

TRADE ROUTES OPENED, SHIPS RANGED UP THE RIVERSJ WOOL WAS WOVEN, FRUITS 

AND VEGETABLES WERE TRADED; POTTERY WAS FIRED; WARS WERE FOUGHT EVERY 

SPRING. 

IN ANOTHER RIVER VALLEY TO THE WEST, THE NILEJ THE SAME PATTERN WAS 

EMERGING -- AND MEN SWARMED OUT OF THE DRY SAHARA INTO THE LUSHNESS OF THE 

NILE VALLEY TO BECOME THE FORERUNNERS OF THE FANTASTIC EGYPTIAN DYNASTIES 

SOON TO BE BORN. 
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FOR TWO MILLENIA, DURING THE PERIODS KNOWN AS NEOLITHIC AND 

CHALCHOLITHIC, THE TWO RIVER VALLEY CIVILIZATIONS GREW AND FLOURISHED, 

BUT HAD LITTLE CONTACT OR INFLUENCEJ ONE UPON ANOTHER. 

SUDDENLY, AROUND THE YEAR 3J000 B.C,J THE SINGLE MOST EXPLOSIVE 

FACT IN MAN'S HISTORY OCCURREDJ AT LEAST AS IMPORTANT AS THE TAMING OF 

FIRE -- PERHAPS MOR~O: THE INVENTION OF A SYSTEM OF WRITING BY WHICH 

TO RECORD EVENTS, TRANSACTIONSJ PLANS. THIS IS THE TRUE BEGINNING OF HUMAN 

ACHIEVEMENT AND IT TOOK PLACE ONLY 5J000 YEARS AGO, (ls IT CONCEIVABLE? 

FOR HALF A MILLION YEARS A HUMANOID FIGURE IN NATURE'S EVOLUTIONARY 

SCALE HAD ROAMED THE EARTHJ AND ONLY 5J000 YEARS AGO DID HE LEARN TO 

PUT HIS THOUGHTS DOWN IN SYMBOLS SO THAT HE COULD COMMUNICATE ACCUMULATED 

KNOWLEDGE BEYOND HIS OWN MORTALITY,) 

THE EVENT OCCURRED SIMULTANEOUSLY IN SUMERIA AND IN EGYPT. IN 
'Ml4M'9C# .Sff_.,e S•~ 

SUMERIA IT WAS A CUNEIFORM SCRIPT -- I.E.J~WEDGEI IMPRINTED INTO SOFT 

CLAY TABLETSJ OR CARVED INTO STONEJ AND A NUMERICAL SYSTEM BASED ON 

60 WHICH PERSISTS UNTIL TODAY IN OUR SYSTEM OF SECONDS AND MINUTES. 

IN EGYPT IT WAS PICTURESJ CALLED HIEROGLYPHSJ DRAWN ON PAPYRUSJ OR CARVED 

INTO STONE. WHAT A FANTASTIC COINCIDENCE THAT MAN'S LEAP FORWARD SHOULD 

TAKE PLACE FROM THES~IDELY SEPARATE CRADLES OF CIVILIZATION AT EXACTLY 

THE SAME TIME. THE INVENTION OF AN ALPHABET WAS TO WAIT ANOTHER 1500 

YEARSJ WHEN THE PHOENICIANS CREATED A SERIES OF LETTERSJ REPLICATED LATER 

IN THE HEBREW AND GREEK ALPHABETSJ WHICH FORMED WORDS -- THUS REPLACING THE 

CLUMSY WEDGES AND PICTURES, TRANSFORMING WRITING INTO A SIMPLIFIED AND 

UNIVERSALLY AVAILABtt° SKILL. 

THINK OF HOW NEAR WE HUMANS ARE TO OUR HISTORIC BEG1NNINGS. EVERY 

CULTURAL ACHIEVEMENT OF MODERN MAN HAS BEEN CONCEIVED AND EXECUTED AND 
f'Vf ""'-lfW11\ 

TRANSMITTED IN THIS MERE BLINK OF i-U:1E -- ALL SCIENCE AND HUMANITIES, 

GOVERNMENT AND LAWJ ORGANIZATION AND PLANNING, EMPIRES AND ARMIES, CITIES 
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AND MACHINESJ POEMS AND RELIGIONS -- ALLJ ALL ARE ONLY 5J000 YEARS OLD, 

IF WE HAVE ACHIEVED SO MIGHTILYJ THIS NEAR TO OUR BEGINNINGSJ HOW FAR ARE WE 

FROM OUR TRUE POTENTIALITIES? WHAT WILL MAN HAVE DONE 5J000 YEARS FROM 

NOW? WHAT PROFOUND CONQUESTS OF TIME AND SPACE AND MIND AND BODY WILL HAVE 

TAKEN HIM TO WHAT ABSOLUTELY INCONCEIVABLE HEIGHTS OF CREATIVITY? 

• ·~ THE RETREAT OF THE ICE WAS ONLY lA, MILLENIA AGOJ AND OF THE 5J000 
~ 
~YEARS THAT MAN MAY BE SAID TO HAVE A WRITTEN HISTORYJ THE HEBREW TRIBES 

~ s.~ 
~~ 

HAVE BEEN ON THE STAGE FOR ALMOST FOUR THOUSAND. THE OTHER ORIGINAL 

PLAYERS HAVE LONG SINCE DISAPPEARED, THIRTY EGYPTIAN DYNASTIES ARE RECORDED 
~ 

THEN THE PHAROAHS SLOWLY DWINDLED IN POWER AND SIGNIFICANCE. THE 

SUMERIANS AND AKKADIANS AND BABYLONIANS AND ASSYRIANS HAVE LONG SINCE 

BLOWN TO DUST. WE ARE STILL HERE. WHAT MAGIC LIES IN us? WHAT SECRET 

SUSTAINS us? WHO ARE WE? WHY ARE WE HERE? Is IT PURE ACCIDENT -- OR 

WERE WE CHOSEN FOR SOME PURPOSE? 

THE SECRET OF OUR SURVIVAL LIES IN THE SENSE OF SELECTION. REVELATION 

AND CHOSEN-NESS ARE ~HE HALLMARKS OF OUR DESTINY. EITHER Goo CHOSE us OR 

WE CHOSE HIM. PERHAPS THAT IS SAYING THE SAME THING. AND IF THE CONCEPT OF 

GOD IS AN UNCOMFORTABLE ONE FOR POST-HIROSHIMA AND POST-AUSHWITZ MANJ 

THEN TRANSLATE IT INTO THE PHRASE "HISTORICAL DESTINY." IF YOU CANNOT 

BELIEVE THAT WE WERE CHOSEN BY GonJ THEN PERHAPS YOU CAN BELIEVE THAT 

THE HEBREWSJ BY THEIR OWN FLASH OF GENIUS INSIGHTJ CHOSE TO BELIEVE IN 

A MORAL UNIVERSEJ AND BY THIS INSIGHT WERE SUPERIOR TO ALL OTHERS WHO 

ACCEPTED BLIND DETERMINISM AS THE FATE OF MAN. ANCIENT MAN WAS AFRAID OF 

HIS GODS AND TRIED TO PLACATE THEM WITH ALL MANNER OF SACRIFICES AND GIFTS. 

ONLY HEBREW MAN SPOKE OF SOCIAL JUSTICEJ MORAL CONDUCTJ ETHICAL IMPERATIVE. 

THE HIGHEST DUTY WAS TO BE CONCERNED WITH THE WELFARE OF ONE'S 

FELLOW HUMANJ EVEN MORE SO THAN ONE'S OBLIGATIONS TO THE LORD. 
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WHEN THE PROPHET ISAIAH POSED THE QUESTION -- WHAT SORT OF WORSHIP 

GOD REALLY WANT? -- HE OFFERED GOD'S OWN ANSWER -- "THIS IS THE 

; SACRIFICE THAT I DESIRE: THAT YOU LOOSE THE FETTERS OF INJUSTICEJ BREAK 

EVERY YOKE AND SET FREE lrHOSE THAT ARE CRUSHED•'' a Hr THAT YOU SHARE YOUR 

FOOD WITH THE STARVING AND BRING THE HOMELESS POOR INTO YOUR OWN HOMESJ 

COVER THE NAKED AND NOT IGNORE THE NEEDS OF YOUR OWN KIN," THE PASSAGE 

IS SO BASIC TO THE JEWISH RELIGION THAT IT IS READ ON THE HOLIEST DAY 

KI PPUFL 

THUSJ THE HEBREW PEOPLEJ LIVING AT A TIME OF BRUTALITYJ SAVAGERYJ 

TORTUREJ LIVING Al A TIME WHEN HUGE EMPIRES WERE FORGED ON PILES OF 

CORPSESJ LIVING AT A TIME WHEN THE GODS WERE INDIFFERENT TO MAN'S FATEJ 

CAME TO UNDERSTAND THE UNIVERSE QUITE DIFFERENTLY AND DEFINED IT AS A 

PLACE WHERE MAN'S GREATEST GOOD WAS TO ACHIEVE A SENSE OF MORAL RIGHTEOUS­

NESSJ AND THAT MAN COULD DO SO. BELIEF IN MAN'S GOODNESSJ HIS ABILITY 

TO OVERCOME THE EVIL SIDE OF HIS NATIVEJ IS CARDINAL IN HEBREW THOUGHT . .,.,, . ..., 
THIS IDEA BURNED IM ABRAHAMJ WHO LEFT THE RIVER VALLEY OF HIS BIRTHJ 

" 
CAME ACROSS THE CLEANSING DESERTJ BROKE WITH HIS PAST BY BREAKING HIS 

FATHER'S HOUSEHOLD IDOLSJ AND TURNED TO THE NEW LAND WHICH WOULD BE THE 

HOLY GROUND OF HIS PEOPLE: DOWN TO THIS VERY DAY. THE TIME WAS 1J750 B.C,t:. 

FOR FIVE HUNDRED YEARS HE AND HIS SONS AND THEIR SONS STRUGGLED TO SHAPE 

THEIR IDEAS AND VALUESJ FALLING INTO SLAVERY IN EGYPTJ THE EGYPT OF 

DARK TOMBS BURIED DEEP INTO HEAVY MAUSOLEUMS OF STONE CALLED PYRAMIDSJ UNTIL 

THEY SUDDENLY SPRANG FORTH INTO FREEDOMJ LED BY MOSES TO THAT BLINDING 

ENCOUNTER AT THE MOUNTAIN! WHICH SHAPED THEM INTO THE GOD-INTOXICATED 

NATION WHICH WAS DESTINED! TO TEACH MORALITY TO THE WORLD. 
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WHEN THE COMMANDMENTS OF MORALITY WERE ENGRAVED ON THE STONES IN 

THAT 13TH CENTURY B.C.~ WHAT WAS HAPPENING IN THE REST OF THE WORLD? 

MONGOLS FROM SJBERIAJ THE ANCESTORS OF THE INDIANSJ WERE EXTERMINATING 

BISON IN THE WESTERN PLAINS OF AMERICA AND DRESSING IN THEIR SKINS; Piers 

AND DRUIDS ON THE ENGLISH ISLAND WERE PAINTING THEMSELVES BLUE AND 

BUILDING STONE FORMATIONS TO WORSHIP THE SUN; GERMANIC TRIBES IN NORTHERN 

EUROPE HUDDLED IN CAVES; ROMAN AND GREEK CULTURE WAS NOT TO BE BORN FOR 
Col/FVCN.J wASN'7 

YET HUNDREDS OF YEARS; THE CHINESE HAD INVENTED PAPER BUT rllDC6REA1 
TO BL~ 6oe~ AJe Arrol'Hal BDO YtiJUtl 
~YPh\STI eS Sii 1 1 LA¥ IN lt'IE FtJTtJRE, MOSES AND THE HEBREWS WERE ALSO A 

ROUGH-LOOKING, ROUGH-SPEAKING TRIBE, BUT THEY WERE INFUSED WITH AN 

INCREDIBLE SENSE OF RIGHT AND WRONG, AND BELIEVED THAT THEIR ACTUAL PHYSI­

CAL SUCCESS OR FAILUREJ IN CROPSJ IN WARJ IN WEALTH AND IN HEALTH WOULD 

DEPEND ON OBEYING Goo's WORD WHICH DEMANDED JUSTICE TO BE DONE BY ALL -- ~ 

MEN TO ALL MEN, THE HEBREWS INVENTED MORALITY -- AND THUS PROPOSED 
MAN 

AN ETHICAL UNIVERSE IN WHICH THE POOREST AND MEANEST~COULD HOPE TO LIVE 

OUT HIS LIFE UNAFRAID. IT WAS AN INCREDIBLE BURST OF GENIUS -- REPRESENTING 

DOWN TO THIS DAY THE RAISON D'ETRE OF THE HEBREW PEOPLE. JUSTICEJ JUSTICE 

SHALT THOU PURSUEJ SAID ISAIAH. -- AND IF YOU WERE ASKED TO SUM UP JUDAISM 

IN ONLY ONE WORDJ THAT'S THE WORD: J:USTIC~,· \ ~ 3 - b.u~ r ;-, J iJ ~ 
Our THERE IN THE BURNING SINAI DESERTJ THE NATION WAS BORN AND IN 

TURN GAVE BIRTH. THE BIBLE SAYS THAT MORE THAN 600J000 MEN OVER THE AGE 

OF 21 WENT FORTH FROM EGYPT IN THE ExonusJ TOGETHER WITH THEIR FAMILIES 

AND THEIR FLOCKS. THIS WOULD HAVE MEANT AN OBVIOUSLY IMPOSSIBLE HORDE OF 

MILLIONS OF PEOPLE. BEN GURION, WHO STUDIED THE BIBLE ALMOST EVER~AY 
OF HIS LIFEJ AND WHO KNEW THE OASES OF THE DESERT INTIMATELYJ BELIEVED 

~ 
THAT THE TRUE NUMBER ~ 600 MEN -- WHICH MEANT THE TOTAL POPULATION WAS 

lMT ~ ~~ StilifS~ · ye 
ONLY A FEW THOUSAND.~ WATER WAS SIMPLY NOT AVAILABLE FOR MORE.' WHAT A 

MIRACLE THAT WE ARE HERE TODAY FROM SUCH A TINY BEGINNING, 
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WHEN MOSES DIED AFTER THE 40 YEARS OF WANDERING1 JOSHUA TOOK THE 
(~ tZ,. '·'£ 

HANDFUL OF WARRlORS1 CROSSED THE JORDAN1 CONQUERED JERICHO (TROY FELL TO THE 

GREEKS THE SAME YEAR) AND THE TWELVE TRIBES BEGAN TO SUBDUE THE REST OF 

THE PROMISED LAND AND SETTLE IN. THE PHYSICAL STRUGGLE CONTINUED FOR 200 

YEARS1 AS DID ALSO THE RELIGIOUS STRUGGLE BETWEEN THE MONOTHEISM THEY 

HAD LEARNED FROM MOSES AND THE IDOL WORSHIP OF THE CANAANITES AMONG WHOM 

THEY WERE SETT[ING. IT WAS A FIERCE STRUGGLE, GRADUALLY THE PHYSICAL 

VICTORY WAS WON1 AND UNDER THE KINGS DAVID AND SOLOMON1 ISRAEL REACHED 

HER GREATEST TERRITORIAL GLORY (ALTHOUGH STILL ONLY A SPECK ON THE 

MAP BETWEEN THE MAMMOTH EMPIRES OF EGYPT AND ASSYRIA ON BOTH SIDES OF HER), 

ALSO GRADUALLY THE SPIRITUAL VICTORY WAS WON1 AS THE GREAT PROPHETS 

ISAIAH AND AMOS AND MICAH ESTABLISHED THE ETHICS AND SOCIAL JUSTICE CODES 

WHICH PREVAILED OVER THE ORGIES AND IMMORALITIES OF THE MANY CANAANITE 

BAALIM ON THE HIGH PLACES. 

THE TEMPLE WAS BUILT1 lHE MONARCHY FLOURISHED1 CIVIL WAR DIVIDED THE 

KINGDOM1 THE TORAH WAS WRITTEN1 A VISION WAS ESTABLISHED -- AND THEN THE 

WHOLE EDIFICE CRASHED UNDER AN ASSYRIAN ATTACK WHICH TOOK TEN TRIBES OFF 

INTO A LOST CAPTIVITY AND A LITTLE MORE THAN A 100 YEARS LATER1 A BABYLONIAN 

ATTACK WHICH DESTROYED THE FIRST TEMPLE) ;... i"&-C. S.c.€'"· 

WITH HELP FROM THE PERSIAN KING CYRUS1 AND MOTIVATED BY THE SURVIVALIS 

INSTINCT WHICH IS THE HALLMARK OF OUR PEOPLE1 A FEW HUNDRED STRAGGLED BACK 

TO REBUILD THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM AND THE TEMPLE. IT WAS HARD -- TOOK A 

LONG TIME -- STONE UPON STONE. THEN A CONQUEST BY THE GREEK SUCCESSORS OF 

ALEXANDER THE GREAT LAID THE JEWS LOW AGAIN; RESCUE CAME FOR A SPELL IN 

THE FORM OF THE MACCABEEAN HEROES WHO SUCCESSFULLY DEFIED THE GREEKS; AND 

FINALLY SUBJUGATION ONCE AGAIN1 TOTAL1 COMPLETE THIS TIME TO THE UNBEATABLE 
r'A 7o t.("I 

POWER OF THE ROMAN LEGIONS1 WHO DESTROYED THE SECOND TEMPLE1~BURNED THE 

CITY TO THE GROUND AND SOWED IT WITH SALT SO THAT IT SHOULD NEVER RISE AGAIN. 
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THE WANDERING JEW WENT FORTH INTO THE WORLD AGAIN IN A WIDESPREAD 

DISPERSION WHICH WAS TO LAST ALMOST 2J000 YEARSJ RIGHT DOWN TO OUR OWN 

CENTURY. BROKENJ IMPOVERISHEDJ DISHEARTENEDJ CARRYING NO BAGGAGE EXCEPT 
4' 

THE BIBLE AND THE BOOKS OF THE lAWJ CALLED MISHNAJ THEY SCATTEREDAFAR 
~ 81fl.AL1»«.., 

WESTWARD ACROSS THE MEDITERRANEAN BASINA NORTHWARD UP INTO ASIA MINORJ 

AND EASTWARD TO BABYLONIA. THE GREATEST COMMUNITY DEVELOPED THERE, AND 

FOR ALMOST A MILLENIUM THE CENTER OF GRAVITY OF THE JEWISH WORLD LAY IN 

TWO ACADEMIES IN WHAT IS TODAY lRAQJ WHERE THE TALMUD WAS GRADUALLY WRITTEN 

DOWNJ THOUSAND OF PAGES DURING HUNDREDS OF YEARS. 

~~ .Jlko- AS THE BABYLONIAN COMMUNITY BEGAN TO DWINDLE IN POWER AND SIGNIFICANC ,....-. ~ ,~ .,...,, 
THE CENTER OF JEWISH LIFE SHIFTiED THOUSANDS OF MILES WESTWARD TO SPAINJ 

AND FOR THE NEXT 500 YEARS WE ENJOYED A GOLDEN AGE IN WHICH POETRYJ MEDICIN 

PHILOSOPHY AND MATHEMATICS FLOURISHED. IT WAS A BRILLIANT ERAJ YET IT 

CAME TO AN ENDJ FOR WE WERE CAUGHT IN THE FIERCE STRUGGLE BETWEEN CHRISTIAN 

AND MOSLEM. WHEN THE FINAL BATT~E WAS FOUGHT IN GRANADA IN 1492J 

KING FERDINAND AND QUEEN ISABELLA DROVE THE MOSLEMS OFF THE SPANISH 

PENINSULAJ BACK INTO NORTH AFRICA FROM WHENCE THEY HAD COMEJ AND TWO 

MONTHS LATER EXPELLED THE JEWS AS WELL. CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUSJ SAILING TO 

THE NEW WORLD IN AUGUST OF THAT YEARJ NOTED IN HIS DIARY THE WEEPING AND 

WAILING COMING FROM THEJEWISH REFUGEE BOATS IN THE HARBOR,ef c~Ot2. 

WE SCATTERED AGAINJ THIS TIME LIKE POPCORNJ TO MANY DIFFERENT PLACES: 

MOROCCOJ HOLLANDJ lTALYJ TURKEYJ BUT ONCE AGAIN IN THE MYSTERIOUS PATTERN 

OF OUR HISTORYJ BY WHICH A LARGE COMMUNITY BEGAN TO FORM IN ANOTHER PLACE 

WHILE ELSEWHERE A PREVIOUS COMMUNITY WAS DISINTEGRATINGJ A NEW FUTURE WAS 

DEVELOPING IN POLAND AND RUSSIA. AND HERE AGAIN FOR THE NEXT HUNDREDS 

OF YEARS WE THRIVEDJ IN PHYSICAL POVERTY AND PERSECUTIONJ YET IN A SPIRITUAL 

SPLENDOUR OF SORTSJ SHIVERING IN THE COLD WINDS OF ADVERSITYJ YET WARMED 

BY THE GLOW OF THE SYNAGOGUE AND THE STUDY-CHAMBER AND THE SABBATH CANDLES 

AND THE TIGHTLY HUDDLED FAMILY LIFE. 
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THE EVENTS OF THE CENTURIES WERE MARKED BY INCREDIBLE PERSECUTIONS 

FROM WITHOUT AND AN IRON RESISTANCE FROM WITHIN, MOSLEM FANATICS 

RAMPAGED ACROSS THE JEWISH COMMUNITIES OF NORTH AFRICA IN THE FLUSH OF 

THEIR MISSIONIZING ZEAL IN THE 8TH & 9TH CENTURIESj CRUSADERS IN HEAVY 

ARMOR BURNED JEWS ALIVE IN THEIR SYNAGOGUES IN THE RHINE RIVER VALLEY 

IN THE ~TH CENTURYj SPANISH INQUISITION BISHOPS CARRYING THE CROSS 

TORTURED MARRANO JEWS IN TOWN SQUARES IN THE lel .... 8 13TH CENTUR~; 
DRUNKEN RUSSIAN COSSACKS ON HUGE HORSES SLASHED THEIR WHISTLING SABERS INTO 

SOFT FLESH DURING POGROMS OF THE 16TH AND 17THj ON AND ON WENT THE ENDLESS 

MINDLESS COLD-BLOODED PIOUS SLAUGHTER. YET ON AND ON WENT THE JEWISH 

PEOPLE) STUBBORNLY REFUSING TO DIE. THE HISTORIAN ARNOLD TOYNBEE 

WHO SAID WE HAD DIED A LONG TIME AGOJ AND THAT WE ARE TODAY ONLY A 

"FOSSIL OF AN ANCIENT SYRIAN CIVILIZATION" OBVIOUSLY NEVER READ OUR HISTORY. 

WE TOOK THE BLOWS STOLIDLY) POURED COPIOUS BLOOD) MOVED ON FROM COUNTRY 

TO COUNTRY) ALWAYS RETAINING PRIDE IN OUR TRADITION) FAITH IN OURSELVES) 

AND TEACHING OUR HERITAGE TO EACH NEW GENERATION OF CHILDREN AS SOMETHING 

WORTH PRESERVING NO MATTER THE PRICE, THE TWIN WEAPONS OF OUR SURVIVAL 

WERE EMIGRATION AND EDUCATION, 

A PEOPLE DIES AS A RESULT OF CONQUEST FROM WITHOUT OR WEARINES 

FROM WITHIN -- A LACK OF FAITH -- A LOSS OF BELIEF IN ITS DESTINY. ROME 

FELL) NOT TO THE SUPERIOR WEAPONS OF THE GERMAN INVADERS FROM THE NORTH -­

BUT BECAUSE ROME HAD GROWN WEARY) DECADENTJ CORRUPT) CYNICAL AND HAD 

LOST FAITH IN ITSELF , CONVERSELY) WE JEWS WERE ALWAYS CONQUERED 

FROM THE OUTSIDE BY SUPERIOR FORCE OF ARMS) BUT THIS NEVER CAUSED OUR 

DEFEAT) SINCE WE RETAINED THE INNER CONVICTION OF OUR CHOSEN DESTINY -­

TO SURVIVE AND GIVE LIVING TESTIMONY TO OUR FAITH IN MAN AND HIS MORAL 

UNIVERSE. How OBSTINATE TO BELIEVE IN MAN) WHEN MEN OF ALL NATIONS 

AND IDEOLOGIES WERE BUSY HACKING US TO PIECES. THIS IS THE BRILLIA~F 

OUR EXISTENCE, 
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THE FINAL MIGRATIONS HAVE BEEN THOSE OF THE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURIES. 

ONCE AGAIN WITH THAT MYSTERIOUS FORESHADOWING Of HISTORY WHICH HAS 

OCCURRED SO OFTEN, OUR GRANDFATHERS BEGAN TO MOVE FROM EASTERN AND CENTRAL 

EUROPE, IN THE MIDDLE AND LATER 19TH CENTURY, TOWARD AMERICA IN THEIR 

MILLIONS AND TOWARD PALESTINE IN THEIR FEW THOUSANDS, ALMOST AS THOUGH THEY 

SENSED THAT NEW CENTERS WOULD HAVE TO BE BUILT UP TO REPLACE THOSE 

WHICH WOULD LATER BE DESTROYED. IT WAS NOT A CONSCIOUS, PLANNED OPERATION 

BUT RATHER AN INSTINCTIVE YEARNING TOWARD SAFETY AND SURVIVAL. 

BY THE ~IME THE HOLOCAUST DESCENDED WITH ITS SEARING FIRE AND 

CHOKING GAS TO BURN OUT ~HE SIX MILLION IN POLAND AND RUSSIA AND AUSTRIA 

AND ALMOST ALL OF EUROPE, AMERICA AND PALESTINE HAD ARISEN AS NEW STRONG­

HOLDS. 

WE JEWS BURNED IN THE HEAT OF A THOUSAND OVENS -- AND THE WORLD WAS 

COLD. WE GAGGED IN THE GAS OF A THOUSAND CHAMBERS -- AND THE WORLD WAS 

SILENT. A MILLION BULLETS THUDDED INTO INERT FLESH UNTIL IT WAS NO NOVELTY 

AND A THOUSAND BULL-DOZERS HEAVED THE FROZEN, STARVED AND MANGLED BODIES 

INTO GAPING HOLES IN THE EXHAUSTED EARTH. THE SOIL COULD NOT SHRIEK IN 

PROTEST. IT COULD ONLY ACCEPT AND SWALLOW THE AWFUL REFUSE, THE SMOKE 

DISSOLVED IN THE SKY. THE ASHES WERE SCATTERED ON THE WINDS. THE BONES 

DISAPPEARED -- AND WHEN THE WHOLE HIDEOUS MESS WAS OVER -- MANKIND WAS 

INDICTED FOREVER. THE MARK OF CAIN WAS BURNED INTO THE BROW, NOT ONLY OF 

JA<l';BOOTED NAZIS WHO WERE THE ACTIVE CRIMINALS~ BUT OF EVERY SINGLE 

HUMAN BEING ON EARTH WHO HAD FAILED TO PROTEST. 

~OTHING LIKE THIS HAS EVER HAPPENED BEFORE IN THE ENTIRE RECORDED 

HISTORY OF THE HUMAN RACE. THE HUMAN ANIMAL IS A FIGHTING ANIMAL --

WORSE THAN ABSOLUTELY ANY OTHER AND THE RIVERS OF BLOOD SPILT BU~IN& 

~ILbENIA IN WARS OVER LAND OR GOLD OR RELIGION OR TRADE
1

SPILT THROUGH 

TORTURE AND INQUISITION AND GLADIATORIAL COMBAT, SPILT THROUGH HATRED AND 

GREED AND FEAR AND PRIDE, HAVE BEEN FAR GREATER THAN ALL THE RIVERS OF 

WATER ON ALL THE CONTINENTS. Bur, NEVER IN ALL THE FANTASTIC EPISODES 
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WHICH HAVE MARKED MAN'S INCREDIBLE EAGERNESS TO HARM HIS BROTHERJ HAS 

THERE BEEN ONE TO MATCH THE MURDER OF THE JEWS IN THE MID-20TH CENTURY. 

ONE HOPES THIS MAY BE THE END OF THE WANDERINGS, THE PESSIMISTS 

SAY THAT THERE IS NO SAFETY ANYWHERE. EVEN THE PRECIOUS DEMOCRACY OF 

AMERICA WILL ONE DAY SHATTERJ AND WE JEWS WILL BE ETERNALLY DOOMED TO 

WANDER, 0THERSJ MYSELF AMONG THEMJ FEEL THAT THE SUCCESSFUL RE-ESTABLISH­

MENT OF THE THIRD JEWISH COMMONWEALTH IN THE FORM OF THE MODERN STATE OF 

ISRAELJ AND THE TIGHT LINKS WHICH THAT STATE HAS WITH THE AMERICAN 

GOVERNMENT AND AMERICAN JEWS HAVE RADICALLY ALTERED THE COURSE OF HISTORY. 

IF THE STATE OF ISRAEL GROWS LARGER AND STRONGER AND SAFER; IF THE TIES 

BETWEEN AMERICAN JEWRY AND ISRAEL GROW DEEPER IN EVERY WAY; IF THE 

GOVERNMENTS OF AMERICA AND ISRAEL REMAIN COMMITTED TO A HIGHER DEFINITION 

OF DEMOCRACY IN A WORLD WHERE THE NUMBER OF DEMOCRACIES GROWS SMALLER 
H4Tl•'U 'T U$'1'~ 

EACH YEAR1so THAT THESE TWO~APPRECIATE EACH OTHER MORE AND MOREJ THEN PERHAP 

THE AGES OF PERSECUTION AND MIGRATIONS ARE INDEED FINISHED AND THE WANDERING 

JEW WILL COME TO REST, 

FOR THE FIRST TIME IN ALL OUR HISTORYJ WE HAVE TWO POWERFUL CENTERS 

OF JEWISH LIFEJ NOT ONE, BY THE END OF THIS CENTURY> IN A SHORT 20 

YEARSJ THE JEWISH POPULATIONS OF ISRAEL & THE U.S. WILL BE EQUAL AT ABOUT 

5~ MILLION; OR PERHAPS THE ISRAELI WILL BE LARGER> DEPENDING ON THE INROADS 

OF ASSIMILATION IN AMERICA. AT ANY RATEJ EACH WILL BE STRONG ENOUGH TO 

ADD SUPPORT TO THE OTHER. EVEN TODAYJ IT IS NOT A ONE-WAY STREET. 

AMERICAN AND DIASPORA JEWS GIVE MATERIAL SUPPORT -- BUT ISRAEL GIVES BACK 

PRIDE TO EVERY JEW IN THE WORLD. lATERJ ISRAEL MAY BE ABLE TO GIVE EVEN 

MORE THAN PRIDEJ SHOULD IT EVER BE NECESSARYJ JUST AS SHE GIVES CITIZENSHIP 

TODAY TO JEWS STILL INSIDE THE SOVIET UNION. 
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WE STARTED WITH ABRAHAMJ ALMOST 4J000 YEARS AGO ON THE BANK OF 

THE fUPHRATES AND HAVE ARRIVED TODAY AT THE BANK OF THE HUDSON AND THE 

MISSISSIPPIJ THE SEINE AND THE VOLGAJ ANDJ ABOVE ALLJ THE JORDAN, YouJ 

EACH ONE OF YOUJ HAS BEEN PART OF THIS VAST TREK. THIS UNBELIEVABLE 

PAGEANT IS YOURS. KNOW FROM WHENCE YOU HAVE COME; KNOW BEFORE WHOM YOU 

STAND; THEN YOU WILL KNOW WHERE YOU ARE GOING. 

WE SURVIVEDJ AND THIS IN ITSELF IS A GREAT VIRTUEJ BUT MERE SURVIVAL 

IS THE MARK OF MANY SPECIES, WHA1 WAS ACHIEVED; WHAT WAS OUTSTANDING, 

DURING OUR SURVIVAL FOR WHICH WE FOUGHT SO TENACIOUSLYf WHAT VALIDATES 

OUR CLAIM TO UNIQUENESS? THE RECORD YIELDS AN AWESOME AFFIRMATION: 

1. WE INVENTED MONOTHEISMJ LEADING MANKIND OUT OF ITS PRIMITIVISM. 

2. WE SPAWNED TWO OTHER GREAT RELIGIONSJ WITHDRAWINGJ PERHAPS 

INCORRECTLYJ FROM"1SSIONIZING OUR OWNJ AND YET OFFERING 

ALTERNATIVE MODELS TO HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS. 

3, WE INVESTED A CERTAIN LAND WITH HOLINESS -- AND SO ISRAEL 

~L IS CALLED TODAYJ THE HOLY LAND TO ALL THREE GREAT FAITHS , 

4. WE CREATED A HOLY BOOK IN A HOLY LANGUAGE -- AND BOTH ARE 

ALIVE TODAYJ A CENTRAL SOURCE OF INSPIRATION TO MUCH OF THE 

HUMAN RACE, 

5. WE LINKED ETHICS IN HUMAN BEHAVIOR TO GOD -- AND THUS CREATED 

THE MORAL FORCE UPON WHICH THE WESTERN WORLD IS FOUNDED, TRUE:, 

THE GREEKS GAVE ART AND PHILOSOPHY -- THE ROMANS GAVE ROADS AND 

GOVERNMENTAL ADMINISTRATION -- BUT OF ALL THE CONTRIBUTIONSJ 

JUSTICE AND MORALITY ARE THE HIGHEST. 

6, WE CONCEIVED THE IDEA THAT ALL MEN ARE EQUAL BEFORE THE LAWJ 
~ .&:-~ .,rgri..M'f . 

WHICH IS THE BASIS OF, POLITICAL DEMOCRACY~ NOT EVEN THE KING 

WAS ABOVE THE LAWJ THUNDERED THE PROPHET NATHAN TO KING DAVIDJ 

ORDERING HIM TO RULE THE PEOPLE WITH A COPY OF THE TORAH ON 

HIS LAP. 



7. WE BECAME THE CIVILIZING PARENT OF THE WESTERN WORLD, FOR WHICH 

WE EARNED ITS DEEP HATRED; JUST AS FREUD TAUGHT THAT CHILDREN HATE 

THEIR PARENTS WHO TRY TO CURB THE NATURAL ANIMAL-LIKE INSTINCTS OF 

THE VERY YOUNG BY TELLING THEM WHAT THEY MAY AND MUST NOT DO, 

THERE IS AN EXCRUCIATING BALANCE OF LOVE AND REBELLION BETWEEN 

CHILD AND PARENT. THE SAME IS THE CASE BETWEEN THE JEW WHO 

REPRESENTS SUPER-EGO, CONSCIENCE, AND THE OTaiRS WHOSE ID AND EGO 

WISHES TO FLOURISH UNIMPEDED. EVERY MAN LIVES IN TENSION WITH HIS 

CONSCIENCE -- I.E., HIS JEW. 

wo 
ON THIS POINT, THERE ARE ~ OBSERVATlNS TO BE MADE, WHICH, IF PROPERLY 

UNDERSTOOD, EXPLAIN MUCH OF THE WORLD'S CONDUCT TOWARD US, AND OBLIQUELY GIVI 

US AN INSIGHT INTO OUR REAL ROLE. 

A METHODisrMINISTER, STANLEY HIGH, AN EDI¢'TOR OF READERS' DIGEST, 

ONCE SAID TO ME THAT THE REASON WE JEWS WERE PERSECUTED WAS NOT BECAUSE 

WE HAD ALLEGEDLY KILLED CHRIST, BUT RATHER BECAUSE WE HAD GIVEN BIRTH TO HIM1 

WHAT A FLASH OF TRUTH! BY GIVING BIRTH TO CHRIST, WE WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR 

THE IMPOSITION OF MORAL STANDARDS UPON AN OTHERWISE AMORAL SOCIETY RESULTING 

FROM THE SPREAD OF HIS ESSENTIALLY JEWISH TEACHINGS THROUGH THE GRECO-ROMAN 

WORLD Qif TM~ WQPID OF THE FIRST FEW CENTURIES. CHRIST (I.E., WE) SAID 

THAT MURDER WAS WRONG, SLAVERY WAS WRONGJ EXPLOITATION OF THE POOR AND THE 

ORPHAN AND THE WIDOW WAS WRONG, WORSHIP OF CAESAR WAS WRONG. AND SO DOWN 

THE CENTURIES THE CIVILIZING PRESSURES WERE RESISTED BY PEOPLE WHO 

PREFERRED TO LIVE BY BARBARIC STANDARDS AND DEl>LY HATED, IN A PSYCHOANALYTIC 

SENSE, THE FATHER FIGURE WHO IMPOSED MORAL CONDUCT. 

THE SECOND OBSERVATION STEMS FROM A PERCEPTION OF ADOLF HITLER'S 

MOTIVATIONS. To BUILD HIS THOUSAND YEAR REICH, AND TO BASE IT ON THE 
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TEUTONIC GODS OF ODIN AND WOTAN, SO ADMIRED IN THE WAGNERIAN OPERAS HE 

SO ADORED -- TO MAKE THE WORLD SAFE FOR HIS FORM OF BARBARISM -- HE 
OJUK-0 

WAS ~BLIGATE& TO WIPE OUT CHRISTIANITY, BUT IN ORDER TO DO SO, HAD TO 

DESTROY JUDAISM FIRST, WE ARE THE GERMINAL SEED FROM WHICH ALL GOODNESS 

FLOWS AND THEREFORE WE HAD TO BE DESCRIBED AS THE ENEMY OF ALL TRUE 

GERMANIC VALUES. THE JEWISH CHRIST TAUGHT THAT THE MEEK SHALL INHERIT 
{):Lc.~1'(... 

THE EARTH, BUT THIS WAS EXACTLY THE O~POSITE OF 1+1-i NIETSCHEAN 

DOCTRINE THAT THE SUPERMAN SHAtL RULE. THE JEWISH CHRIST TAUGHT THAT 

MAN SHOULD TURN HIS OTHER CHEEK --(GENTLE JESUS, MEEK & MILD, -- READ 

THE WORDS OF THE H\'IMN ~ AND HITLER HAD TO UPROOT THIS IN ORDER TO REPLACE 

IT WITH THE DOCTRINE THAT POWER BELONGS TO THE STRONG. THE JEWISH BIBLE 

TAUGHT THAT A MAN SHOULD HONOR HIS FATHER AND MOTHER, BUT HITLER WANTE9 
,...-. J <>tt--• 

...TQ TEAGH HIS YOUTH TO SPY ON THEIR PARENTS AND REPORT THEM TO THE GESTAPO 

FOR ANY DISLOYALTY. 

THERE IS TRUTH, OF COURSE, IN THE COMMON ANALYSIS THAT HITLER NEEDED 
T• "(ftf° 

A SCAPEGOAT TO OFFER ~ FRUSTRATED DEFEATED GERMAN PEOPLE, AND THAT THE 

MANY-CENTURIES OLD ANTI-SEMITISM IN GERMAN1MADE THE JEWS AN EASY MARK. 

BESIDES THEY WERE PROMINENT, VISIBLE, AND A TEMPTING PREY TO BE LOOTED. BUT 

WHY BURN THEIR BOOKS AND THEIR SYNAGOGUES? THE ANSWER LIES IN HITLER'S 

OFT-STATED DOCTRINE THAT THE JEWS WERE LIKE RATS WHO CARRIED A PLAGUE CALLED 

THE JUDEO-CHRISTIAN TRADITION AND MUST THEREFORE .BE EXTERMINATED. THUS IN 

A ~ PERVERTED WAY HERE WAS TESTIMONY ONCE AGAIN TO THE TRANSCENDENTAL 

ROLE OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE AS A FORCE FOR MORAL GOODNESS. HIS INSANE NEED TO 

WIPE US OUT WAS EVEN STRONGER THAN HIS DESIRE TO WIN THE WAR, AND HE ULTI­

MATELY LOST BOTH. THE WESTERN DEMOCRATIC WORLD BEAT BACK HIS ASSAULT AND THE 

JEWISH WORLD EMERGED, ALBEIT GRAVELY WOUNDED, RENEWED AND REINVIGORATED TODA) 

THROUGH ITS CREATION OF THE SOVEREIGN STATE OF ISRAEL. 



S01 THE STORY HAS UNFOLDED, THIS PEOPLE HAS SURVIVED -- A MOST 

ANCIENT PEOPLE -- A GENIUS PEOPLE -- A CREATIVE~ ARTISTIC PEOPLE --

A PEOPLE SEEKING TO UNDERSTAND THE UNIVERSE1 EVEN UNTO EINSTEIN1 AND 

TO TOUCH Goo,, AS DID YEHUDA l( g' '.::b, IJ..,le.-; · 

You ARE THIS PEOPLE. You ARE AN UPPER MIDDLE-CLASS JEW FROM 

NEW YORK1 OR MARRIED TO ONE. You PLAY BRIDGE AND BACKGAMMON1 

TENNIS AND THE STOCK MARKET, YOU SEE ALL THE PLAYS AND READ ALL THE BOOKS~ 

YOU ARE WIDELY TRAVElLED AND SUPER-SOPHISTICATED1 YOU ARE BLASE NEW YORKERS 

OF THE 20TH CENTURY -- AND YET YOU ARE 40 CENTURIES OLD, 

You ARE A SHEPHERD IN ABRAHAM'S TRIBE. 

You ARE A HEBREW SOLDIER IN DAVID'S ARMY. 

You ARE A REFUGEE WEEPING BY THE WATERS OF BABYLON. 

You ARE A POET IN SPAIN'S GOLDEN AGE. 

You ARE A SELLER OF HERRING IN A POLISH SHTETL. 

You ARE A NOBEL PRIZE WINNER IN MATHEMATICS OR MEDICINE. 

You ARE ANNE FRANK WHOM THE NAZIS MURDERED, 

You ARE A FREE HEBREW SABRA IN ISRAEL TODAY. 

You ARE THIS PEOPLE AND YOU HAVE A DEEP UNAVOIDABLE RESPONSIBILITY TO 

IT, YO~RE LEADERS AND CANNOT SHIRK YOUR DUTY. NAY,, YOU MUST ACCEPT IT 

PROUDLY AND HAPPILY. 

YOUR ARE THIS PEOPLE AND YOU MUST PROTECT IT WITH ALL YOUR MIGHT 

AND POWER. You MUST TEACH ITS VALUES TO YOUR CHILDREN. You MUST LEARN 

ITS LANGUAGE -- HEBREW. You MUST BUILD ITS LAND -- ISRAEL. You MUST 

EXPAND ITS COMMUNITIES -- NEW YORK. You MUST RESCUE ITS SONS IN DANGER 

RUSSIANS OR ANY OTHER. 



AND YOU MUST DO ALL THIS OUT OF THE KNOWLEDGE THAT YOUR SONS 

IN THE FUTURE WILL JUDGE YOUR DEVOTION TO THE TRADITION OF THE PAST BY 

THE QUALITY AND QUANTITY OF YOUR DEEDS~ NOT YOUR WORDS. You WILL PROTECT 

YOUR HERITAGE AND IT WILL PROTECT YOU, THE VALUE OF JUDAISM TO YOU IS 

THAT IT GIVES YOU AN IDENTIY -- AND PROVIDES A MEANING TO YOUR LIFE, 

BECAUSE IT LINKS YOU TO AN IDEAL GREATER THAN YOURSELF. THE VALUE OF 

JUDAISM TO THE WORLD IS THAT OF THE GREATEST CIVILIZING MORAL FORCE MAN 

HAS EVER KNOWN. THUS YOU ARE PART OF SOMETHING WHICH GIVES VALUE TO YOU AND 

TO THE WHOLE WORLD. WHAT MORE CAN ANY ONE MAN OR PEOPLE DESIRE? 

You ARE ALL OF THIS. You ARE NOBLE -- OBLIGATED -- ELEVATED 

COMMANDED TO STRUGGGE AND TO SUFFER -- ABOVE ALL~ TO WITNESS. THROUGH 

YOU THIS PEOPLE WILL LIVE FOREVER -- AS LONG AS THIS PLANET SPINS -- AND 
S•l)"' WILL SHOOT OFF INTO SPACE TO FIND OTHER MEN TO WHOM TO TEACH OUR MESSAGE. 

You ARE TOUCHED WITH ETERNAL GREATNESS - - AS A MADMAN IS TOUCHED BY 

HIS DREAM -- AND THROUGH YOUJ GODJ TORAHJ & ISRAEL WILL BE ETERNAL. r--..A~ 
tift.'1 "°"' Lt Vt ~~~. 'Jl ~ ..... I I/) 
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United Jewish Appeal 1~1 Federation of Jewish Philanthropies Joint Campaign -220 West 58th Street • New York, New York 10019 • (212) 265-2200 

ErnestW. Michel 
Execurlve Vic• President 
and Campaign D1r.aor 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 

November 1, 1979 

American Friends of Jerusalem Academy 
75 East SSth Street 
New York, N.Y. 10022 

Dear Herb: 

As per our discussion, enclosed is a check in the sum of 
$1,500. 

Permit me just to say that I reread your speech and it is 
one of the finest, most thoughtful presentations on what 
we are all about that I have ever read . We will be making 
a brochure out of it for distribution to as large a group 
of our leaders and contributors as is possible. Again, 
Herb, it is a masterpiece! 

It was really a special delight having you and Francine 
with us. 

Warmest personal regards and good wishes . 

EWM:G 
encl. 

'Cordially, 

~ 

On behalf of the UeltM Jnbll AHeal benefic1arie$: United Israel Appeal, Joint Distribution Committee, ORT (Organization for Rehabllillltion through Trainin&), 
New York Association for New Americans, HIAS Inc. and JWB I and of the Ft~tntiH of Jtwlsll Pllllutllrt•lts of lltw Ytrk 130 local member 
agencies providing Aged Care, Camplna. Chlld Care. Community Centers and Ys, Family Welfare, Medical Services, Jewish Education and Rabbinical Services. 



Post-Glacial Period 10,000 B.C. 

Neolithic 

Chalcolithic 

Early Bronze I (beginning of writing) 
II 
111 

Middle Bronze I 
Ila 
llb (Hammurabi & Abraham) 

Late Bronze I 
Ila 
I lb (Moses & Exodus) 

Iron Age I (Joshua & Judges) 
II (Saul, Q:Md, Solomon) 
Ill 

5500 -- 4000 

4000 -- 3150 

3150 -- 2900 
2900 -- 2600 
2600 -- 2200 

2200 -- 1950 
1950 -- 1750 
1750 -- 1550 

1550 -- 1400 
1400 -- 1300 
1300 -- 1200 

1200 -- 1000 
1000 -- 800 

800 -- 586 



CRADLES OF CIVILIZATION : Four River Valleys 

I. Tigris- J;uphrates Valley Civilization 

2- , Nile Valley Civilization 

[Aegean Valhi¥ Civilization] 

~ . Indus Valley Civilization 

'l · Yellow River Valley Civilization-- China 

Phoenician Empire 

Assyrian Empire 

Hellenic Age 

Chak:Jean Empire 

Persian Empire 

Hunting - - Nomad 

Farming -- Villages -- Towns - - Civilization 

3100 ~ 1200 B.C. 

3100 - 1090 B.C. 

3000 -- 1100 B. C. 

2500 -- 1500 B. C. 

1500 -- 1027 

1200 - 842 

910 - 612 

750 - 338 

612 - 539 

539 - 330 

Invention of writing -- 3000 B.C. -- Beginning of History 

I. Middle East Civilization 

B . C. 

1. Birthplace Sumer -- southern Mesopotamia (now Iraq) -- cuneiform writing in 3100 

independent city- states -- no central government 

2. Ca. 2300 -- Sargon of Akkad conquered Sumer - - gpic of Gilgamesh 

3. Ca. 1750 - - Hammurabi conquered Akkad, called region Babylonia, wrote code of laws 

4. Phoenicians created alphabet which developed into Hebrew , Greek & ultimately 

Western; and colonized Mediterranean 

5. Hebrews spread idea of one God, ideals, moraOy, Bible. 

6. As syrians -- cruel -- Sargon II conquers Israel V"l. 

7. Chaldeans -- Nebuchadnezzar II conquers Judah ~ Babylon 

8. Persians -- roads , government, justice 

II. Egyptian Civilization 

1. Many Kingdoms united under Menes ca. 3100 Hieroglyphics ca. 3000 

Gizeh Pyramid around 2500 

2. Pharoahs ruled until 1090 (with e xception of Hyksos period 1720 - 1570) ; pyramids ; 

papyrus ; merchants 



Ill. Indus Valley 

1. Began about 2500 B.C. in West Pakistan; brick buildings with sewage system. 

2. Aryans invaded from north about 1500, and Indus civilization disappeared 

IV. Yellow River 

1. Earliest Chinese records date only from 1500 -- well-organized government; writing. 

V. Greeks 

1. Philosophy; government (democracy}; sculpture 

2. Crete was center 1600 -- 1100 (1400 - - Height of Mycenean culture} 

Trojan War 1200 First Olympics 776 

3. Greeks defeated Persians 479 

* 4. Golden Age of Pericles 461-431. Aeschyl-.S, Euripides, Socrates 

5. Peloponnesian Wars 431-404 

6. Defeat of Greece by Philip of Macedon 338 

Critical Periods 

Egypt 

Hyksos invaded -- 1720 - 1570 

XIX Dynasty -- Ramses II 

1290 - - 1224 

Hebrews 

Abraham 

Moses -- Exodus 

1280 -- 1250 

Troy ( in Homer's epics) destroyed ca . 1200 (time of Joshua} 

, 

Babylonia 

Hammurabi 1728 - 1686 



Irving Bernstein 
&ecutl\'8 roe ())airman ~ led.iewrsh .A;:>peo 

January 31, 1980 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
American Friends of Jerusalem Academy 
75 East 55th Street 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Herb: 

I just read the address you gave at San Antonio. 
It is on par with your memorable speech to Young 
Leadership many years ago and the one that moved 
us so deeply at Yad Vashem. 

IB:th 

l~Aten~ Ol ltle Amer cos New YOli< N v lCOlQ ozo 7 5CO 




