THE JACOB RADER MARCUS CENTER OF THE

AMERICAN JEWISH ARCHIVES

MS-763: Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman Collection, 1930-2004.
Series H: United Jewish Appeal, 1945-1995.
Subseries 1: Sermons, Speeches and Writings, 1949-1982.

Box Folder
24 24

"Why Build this Wall?" Dedication of the Baltimore Holocaust
Memorial. 1980-1981.

For more information on this collection, please see the finding aid on the
American Jewish Archives website.

3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
513.487.3000
AmericanJewishArchives.org



Ll

Dedi cation of Baltimore Holocaust Memorial - November 2, 1980

Speech Given by CABBI HeRBERT A. FRicOM At
WHY BUILD THIS WALL?

WE HAVE COME TO THIS PLACE, FILLED WITH THE DARKNESS OF DE-
STRUCTION, SEEKING TO FIND THE LIGHT OF COURAGE. WE HAVE COME
BECAUSE OF THE COMMANDMENT OF ACCOMPANYING THE DEAD. WE ACCOMPANY
THESE DEAD TO THEIR GRAVE BECAUSE THEY WENT TO IT ALONE, AND

WE MUST FOREVER, FOR ALL TIME, FOLLOW THEM,

THOSE WHO ARE MEMORIALIZED HERE WERE

(We) Jews burned in the heat of a thousand
ovens - and the world was cold. THEY
gagged in the gas of a thausand chambers-
and the world was silent. A million
bullets thudded into inert flesh until
it was no novelty - and a thousand bull-
dozers heaved the frozen, starved'and.
mangled bodies into gaping holes in the
exhausted'earth.nfSoil could not shriek
in protest. It Jﬁuld only accept and |
swal low the awful refuse. The smoke
dissolved in the sky. The ashes were
scattered on the winds. The bones dis-
appeared - and when the whole hideous

mess was over - mankind was indicted

forever. The mark of Cain was burned
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into the brow, not only of jack-booted
Nazis who were the active criminals,but .
of every single human being on ea%th who
had failed to protest.

Nothing like this has ever happened;
before in the entire recorded history ofr
the human race. The human animal is a
fighting animal - worse than absolutely: -
any other - and the rivers of blood spi{il
during millenia in wars over land or goré
or religion or trade, spilt through tor- °

ture and inquisition and gladiatorial

~combat, spilt through hatred and greed and

fear and pride, have been far greater thar
all the rivers of water on all the con-
tinents. But, never in all the fantastic
episodes which have marked man's incred-’
ible eagerness to harm his brother, has. .
there been one to match the murder of tﬁe'

Jews in the mid-20th century.
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Deliberate, calculating, announced ..
long in advance, described in detail,
broadcast widely for all to know, and .
performed in an age when the technical
means of communication were such that |
today's news reached the farthest pointf{.
on earth by tomorrow, this mass murder -~
was possible not because the victim was 1‘
willing, but because his neighbor was.
'The criminal shot in the dead of night ;_
there was no policeman to prevent him - -
and the neighbors closed their doors and ~
windows in order not to become involved. :
The victims died - 6 million of them - at .
the hands of two kinds of murderers,
active and passive.

There are some who say that the |
victims themselves must share in the gu{Lt

of the crime, for they did not fight back.
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Especially the young, those born since
the holocaust, and the free, those [iv-
ing in Israel and America, have made :
some savage and biting comments. ASking;
the question - why did the victims allow
themselves to be led |ike sheep to the 'i
ovens? - they imply that there was
cowardice or paralysis or some innate
weakness. They suggest there was an
alternative or a way of escape which thé“
weak-livered Jews of Central Europe we;e*-
not strong enough or clever enough'to ;
employ. |

The victims need no defense on thié
point. It is well known that they fought
back in many ghettos - that they joineq°:

‘partisan and resistance groups - that

they utilized all sorts of ingenious
methods to avoid the enemy. And

furthermore, it is historically clear
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that the long preparatory years of Nazi
propaganda, the ceaseless transports
from one area to another, the
masquerading of death camps as work
camps,. the morale-cracking effect of

hunger, the separation of families,

the herding into ghettos and a hundred

other devices all designed to omfuse,
harass and weaken - resulted in the
unarmed civilian Jews being an unequa|
match for the greedy sadism of the
Gestapo and tHe 88% |

This pace js erected to the memory
of those victims. What purpose does it
serve? Why build it?

First_of all, to cause us to
remember the crime. Human mémory seeks
to erase that which is painful. There
cannot be an Eichmann trial to remind

every new generation. So there must be
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symbols, employing poetry, imagery and‘-
illusion, to remind us of the harsh
reality. This wall is such a symbol..
We place it here, right in front of our 
noses,. so that we shall see it as oftenf}
as possible. |t is not put off in somelf:
remote park or plaza which might be =
visited, ‘at best, infrequently. It
stands in this sanctuary where multitudes
will be confronted by it constantly. We.
must never allow ourselves to forget the
pain and horror it signifies. '

Secondly, to cause us to understandfj
the meaning of our existence. We were ‘”
not accidental victims - but deliberately
chosen for the slaughter. Our collectiﬁq;
existential presence in the Qorld is an-f
obstacle to the force of barbarism. Sql
long as we exist, with our moral code

and our set of values and our capacity to
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give birth to additional religions and
our belfefs in justice and Pighteousness;f
we are a bone in the thoat of all-thosg L
who seek to organize the world differenfl)
The world could not be dominated by
Hitlerian philosophy so |long as we
existed insit. Helunderstood this and
kept on trying to destroy us up to his
dying day. |f he.understood it, we
certainly should. The wall will remind
us of the ideals which must survive if
¢ivilization is to endure.

Third, to cause us to know that our
fate is largely ‘in our own hands.
Almost no one - with some remarkable
exkceptions - lifted a finger to help us..
We can protect ourselves mainfy by
ourselves. This is the metaphysical
interpretation of the creation of the

State of Israel within three short years
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after the destruction of European JEWry.
| t fs almost as though history were
saying that a sovereign independent
Jewish political and military power was
necessary in order to ensure that never
again would any portion of world Jewry
be defenselgss. Should some future
attack ever again be launched - and
should ithe rest of the world again stand -
idly by - a free and independent Jewish '
commonwealfh would rise as a powerful
ally to aid the stricken. The wall
reminds us that we must do all possible
to keep our destiny in our own hands.

Fourth, to cause us to think always .
of those who stood silently by, and not
£ 0 BEAR ANGER in our hearts against
them, but to realize how weak and fragile.

ANGER IS A WASTED EMOTION.

most men are. ‘A The Christian world did

'not act with Christian love or charity.
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The Christian veneer proved to be
awfully thin. There are some who say
that the Christian religion displayed 8. s
terrible bankruptcy and impotence in the
years of. fearful testing. It was found
wanting. ' But what is the sense of our
going forward into the centuries ahead
merely hating? Rather must we understand
that people are morally weak and thus it
is all the more imperative for us to
maintain our. strength and faith in
Judaism's eternallrole of ecivilizing
mankind.

Fiffh, to cause us to know that |
there is still a great mystery about God— 
but that, like Job, we must not be
discouraged in the search to uhderstand
His relationship to man. Many people
will look at this wall. and it will turn

them into atheists for they will not

Iitndercet+tand whyv Ha wae PR RSP e B B b
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and all the other places named here.
Others will recall that the religious |
faith of the victims themselves was not
disturped for they went to the flames
singing Ani Ma'amin - | believe with
perfect faith. The fact is that God i
most often hidden from man - and never
more so than during this frightful time'f
of murder{ Does "He eXist? Yes? No?
Where was He? Was he power less? The
wall will not provide answers - but at
least it will remind us to keep asking
the questions. Without that, all is
certain to be lost.

So, these are some of the purposes
to be éerved by the building of this
wall - to remember the crime; to under--’
stand our role as the victim; to Qeyeléﬂ

our independent strength; to be unersTanDING

I
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of human weakness; to keep searching
for a God to make human |ife more-
meaningful.

May the men who built this wall
accept our gratitude for their wisdom
in doing so; may those of us in this
generation who actual ly experienced the .
searing agony seek most forcefully to
record 1t and interpret It so that its
meaning shall never be lost; and my the
anbnymous millions of the past
memorialized here, inspire the unborn
millions of the future to live as Jews
should, so that the whole human race can
progress to the messianic time when such .
insane explosions as this will appear to
be part of the frenzied infancy of man

still not yet in control of himself.
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When the time finally comes that all
men will be truly ashamed of what
happened in this century - then we will’
be able to take down this wall for it

will have served its purpose.
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January 30, 1981

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman

President

The American Friends of the
Jerusalem Academy

75 East 55th Street, Suite 501

Dear Rabbi Friedman:

Imsveryplmadtoimtymmecbnmdingthe
Holocaust Memorial in Baltimore in the Congressional Record.

I am enclosing a copy for your informationm.
With best wishes,
\

B ' ( k-
= Chdé)e; MecC. ‘!{si:h{la; o

United States Senator

Sincerely, .

CM:cyh



w i R S s
. Mm Hal il ..mmmmmwmm mmm mmmmmmmmm m mwmmm i m:mmmmmm MM
m m M MWWMMM an WMMWM umwMM mmmmemmwmw mmmwmwmmmwmm.mmmmmmm MMWMMMWMMMNWWWWMMWWMM.MWM
o i | [ i it st Linitlalienl
w0 B B A A D mmm.“kmww,mmm,.mm e
S | (il i il it s
% Zm“ i .Mwm i R R mmm?mmm:?m
R m mmm i mmmm,_mmxmm AR A e mmmywwmmm i
S m_u i B R R e
L) il mw il & AR b
I El Ag343is . ¥ R T g& ....muawua £ 3
S £ [} i bl _mamm sl i el it
<~} m m mmMmmmewmmmmmmwmm“w m w .mmM.mMmmmw -muMmmmmmmwmummmmmwmmmw wwmmmnmu mmum
S il it lntnii b
= |z wmm Mmm mm mm Sl i e
> 4 8 ; -
&R S stiihiEl i g A SRR S
A E AT S BT g ) mwu.mmmmmmmhm,“mmmhmm%w
,Uu || mmmmmwwmmm mmm i i i uwm Mmm“mmmmwwwmwwwmwMmmmmwwwmmmwwmmmm
2 siaedtyit nmm.mm 8L 3o pdkeids §i28.81 WP §as umuMmm.
a m .mnm & e..num mm mm kg i 2y, mm 4 m m.mmmmm 532 ENTEEL |
. mmmwmmwwwmmmmwwwm i WMmwwmwwmmmmmmwwmmhmmmmmmmwﬁ
o st || F ek e RL R R T il 1l
o2 HE mmwmwmwmmwmmmmwwmmwmmmwm G mnlb




BALTIMORE
JEWIS H covvunry reLaTions
COUNCIL

Rabbi Seymour L. Essrog
President

William Engeiman

Vice-President
September 15, 1980 Chiae Herzig

Vice-President

Marilyn Glaser
Secretary

- . Herbert Goldman
Rabbi Herbert Friedman Treasurer

500 East 77th Street, Apt. 2519

New York, New York 10021 Eéﬁﬁ:h%ﬁ;;
Ruth B. Hurwitz

Dear Rabbi Friedman: Associate Director

I was delighted to hear from Marty Waxman of the e e 103

Associated Jewish Charities that you have agreed to be (301) 752-2630
_ our featured speaker at the dedication of the Baltimore

Holocaust Memorial on Sunday, November 2, 1980, at

2:00 P.M.~

After four years of planning, which saw us through an
architectural competition, fund raising, and major efforts

to develop an inscription sensitive to the particularists and
universalists in the community, the construction is almost
complete. The dedication is an event long and eagerly awaited
and will include among the invited dignitaries all of the area's
leaders in government, business, academia and religion.

The program itself will not be a long one, We expect some
remarks from the Mayor of Baltimore, some very brief remarks

from officials of the Community College of Baltimore on whose
campus the Memorial sits, and appropriate melodies by a cantor,
in addition to an invocation and benediction. We would like

your comments to be about 25 minutes in length and deal primarily
with the importance of remembrance.

As you may be able to tell from the not-too-terrific artists
rendering enclosed ,the essence of the architecture is that
there are two huge cantilevered monoliths which form an
entrance to an open—-air sanctuary. On the back wall of the

An agency of the Associated Jewish Charities & Welfare Fund « A Member of the National Jewish Community Relations Advisory Council
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September 15, 1980
Page Two

sanctuary will be found the inscription which is also enclosed
with this letter. The dedication ceremonies will take place
in the plaza in front of the monoliths.

I am personally looking forward to meeting you and particularly
on an occasion as significant as this. If there is any further
information you would like, or that I think might be helpful

to you, let us keep in touch.

Sincerely yours,

RONALD M. SHMAPIRO, Chairman
Holocaust Memorial Dedication
Committee

bs

Enclosure




We consecrate this Mernorial fo the six million Jews
murdered by the Nazis in Europe, 1933-1945, in the most
fragic of times known as the Holocaust. Six million victims,
including more than one million children, were martyred
solely because they werea Jews.

We remember and shall not forget the genocide which the
mind cannot imagine: the degradation, the starvation, the
gassings, the bumings, the mass executions.

We remember and shall not forget the concentration
camps—monumenis fo man’s ¢ for evil—where Jews
suffered and died. O¥A AT 2V

Werenmhercmdd}dlnoﬂorqslmeheroacresmcnceof
Jews in the cities, the ghejftos, ﬂnfores?scndiniheverv
death camps themseives.

Weremerrbercndshdlnoﬁorgeﬂheﬁgmmotanfm
a71yn MmN ?7170N whonsked their lives to save Jews.

We remember and shall not forget the world's silence and
indifference which led not only to the Holocaust but to the
deaths of millions of other people.

. The People of Baltimore
November, 1980
Tishrl, 5741
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November 5, 1980

Dear Rabbi Friedman: 319 W. Monument St.
amm#ld. 21201
There is no way to adequately express our thanks -

for your eloguence at the dedication of the Holocaust
Memorial on Sunday. No one we could have invited could
have added more dignity, more insight, more truth, or
more meaning to our Dedication, and we are very grateful.

I hope that you have forwarded to Ruth Hurwitz a copy of
your text so that we may distribute it to the many who
have asked for it.

Continued good health and good luck with the blessed
work that you do.

Sincerely yours,

RONALD M. SHAPIRO, Chairman
Holocaust Memorial Dedication
Committee

bs
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PAUL S. SARBANES

MARYLAND

WVlnited Diates Denate

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

November 25, 1980

Herbert A. Friedman

President

The American Friends of the Jerusalem
Academy

75 East 55th Street

Suite 501

New York, New York 10022

Dear Mr. Friedman:

Thank you very much for forwarding a copy of
the very moving speech which you delivered at the
recent dedication of the Holocaust Memorial in
Baltimore. It was a great privilege for me to be
present on that occasion, and I appreciate your
willingness to make the text of your remarks avail-

able to me.
aul S. Sarbanes

United States Senator

With best regards,

PSS/jdb









A memorial to the 6,000,000 Jews who perished in the Holocaust

The Holocaust — the persecution and mass murder of
European Jews under Adolf Hitler's German dictatorship
(1933-45) — remains an event unique in history. While the
Second World War raged across Europe, huge numbers of
men, women and children were methodically segregated,
degraded, starved, tortured, forced into slavery labor,
subjected to cruel experiments, and eventually gassed and
cremated in enormous death factories built expressly for
that purpose. Carefully researched evidence documents the
fact that over six million Jews were slaughtered by the Nazis
who branded them as an inferior, subhuman race and slated
them for total extinction.

A reminder of those darkest hours and a tribute to our
everlasting faith in the goodness of man — this is the

THE HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL OF BALTIMORE DESIGNED BY DONALD R. KANN, AlA, AND ARTHUR D. VALK

meaning of the powerful Memaorial which will stand near the
Inner Harbor on the campus of the Community College of
Baltimore.

©On a one-acre site provided by the City of Baltimore, the
Memaorial will be an impressive architectural interpretation of
that man-made nightmare of history which deslroyed a third
of the Jewish people.

All of us have the obligation to remember the six million and
the universal lesson to be learned from this tragedy . . .
each of us has the opportunity to participate in the creation
of this most unique and meaningful Memorial. We can help
bring it to fruition by making a tax deductible contribution to the
Holocaust Memarial Fund of Baltimore.








