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TrtaJIU'lr LEONARD RATNER 4ss«iate TrtaJt1r8'r ALE)( MILLER Extrull'IU DirtdDr HENRY L. ZUCKER 

Hay 13 , 1963 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman , Executive Vice- ChaiI'man 
United Jewish Appeal 
165 West 46 Street 
New York City 36 

(Confidential) 
Dear Herb : 

Hank Zucker and I want to confirm today ' s phone conversat ion . 

Al Levin owes t he Federation $112 ,097 on back pledges . This year, he 
announced a pledge at the nat ional UJA meeti ng. He later informed our 
campaign chairman that he did not oake a new pledFe for 1963 , but simply 
agreed to make a payment on his old account during 1963. In 1962 he pledged 
$3~ ,700 . 

Leonard Ratner has been tryi ng to collect what is owed on the old account . 
As a result, Al has delivered some land to us upon which he places a value 
of $40,000 . He has promised to give us l and valued at $48 , 000 additi onal 
right after the first of the year. This would leave a balance of $24 , 000 
on his accotmt . 

Leonard advises that we should accept t his land even though be cannot guaz-­
antee that we will get full value out of it . Leonard be lieves that with 
t hese payments behind him, Al will again be making pledges to the We lfare 
F\llld. Leonard believes that we should not press Al to confirm a 1963 pledge 
at this time . 

We believe that there should be a pledge from Al for 1963. Therefore , we 
pr opose that we turn in a memorandum pledge in the sum of $34 , 700 for 1963 
and i nform Al Le vin about thi s later. 

We feel especially strongly about this , because we are approximat ely $115,000 
short of being able to reach last year' s campaign result . With the help of 
this $34 , 700 , we believe that we have a good chance to close the gap of the 
other $80 , 000 . Without it , we think that we have pract ically no chance of 
ge tting this additional money. Therefore the pledge is exceedingly i mportant 
not only for itself but as an incentive to rais•:! an additional $80 , 000 or 
$90 ,000 in the remaining few days of the campai:gn . 
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Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman, May 13, 1963 , page Z 

What we are proposing specifically is this : we, believe that we should enter 
a memorandum pledge of $34 , 700 and later deal with this pledge both with 
Al Levin and with Leonard Ratner . We should accept the land at the value 
set forth . If there is a shrinkage in the Levin account for 1963 or previous 
years , we should treat with this outside of the regular shrinkage account of 
the Federation, and the UJA and the Federation should share in the shrinkage 
according to the prevailing formula for the years affected. 

Because of the delicate nature of the situation , we believe it should be kept 
quiet at this time . At such time as you are in Cleveland , or as Leonard Ratner 
and I and if possible Henry Zucker are in New York , we should talk out how to 
handle with Al Levin the confirmation of his 1963 pledge and his attitude toward 
giving in the future . (Our officers are prepar ed to discuss this with Al. ) At 
that time the lay head of the UJA could be involved • 

Meantime , I ask you to cOI1firm this letter on your own with my SUipport. This 
will minimize the chance of a misunderstanding , and at the same time take a 
prompt action which is absolutely essential if we are to wind up the Cleveland 
campaign on "fay 16 with the best possible result . 

We are proceedin 
you later to se 

jk 

on the basis of this understanding and will be in touch with 
up the date to discuss the matter in detail with Leonard Ratner. 

and from me • 
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Mr. Edwud Ginsber g 
1114 Hip,P9drome Bldg. 
Cleveland 14, Ohio 

Dear Eddie: 

?..7 October 1961 

You might recall that some weeks a.go y aucd me to speak to 
Bill DeWind on the queetion of deductlbt iy for trips overseas. 

Bill hae been in touch wlth Bob Merritt ! your office many times 
and haa the feeling that there is no genet al program going on 
throughout the c01iiltry with re_gard to th matter, but that it is 
an individual item Ior the discretion of riou& district offices. 

So, apparently there is nothing we need about it ns a matter 
of policy. lt is up to each intll.vldual wh ie qucctioned to go 
through his own review. 

All the best, 

HAF:gb Herbert A. Fr dman 
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RAll over the world, wherever I went, I saw Jews running ••• 

and I felt that this should be my area of greatest concern.n 

Edward Ginsberg explains that on trips he has taken around 

the world, the sight of his fellow Jews in need has mo.de him in-

creasingly aware or the necessity to involve himself' further 

in the work of the United.Jewish Appeal. 

For more than 20 years ••• ever since he returned from 

service in World War ll -Edward Ginsberg has become in­

creasingly engaged in service to the Jewish conununity, He 
began volunteer work with the Jewish Community Federation mainly 

in the field of fund-raising, and soon found himself taking 

on many additional responsibilities. In 1960 and •61 he served 

as chairman of the Jewish Welfare Fund campaign • . . . . 
In 19S7, Mr. Ginsber~.~ook part in a national study mission 

sent to Europe and Israel, and it was then that he "found Jews 

running.n Through the years, he has traveled to Israel some 

15 times, accompanied often by his wife, Rosalie. "I've been to 

Iran, ~orocco.~.in fact, I guess I 1ve been in most of the 

countries of the world where there are Jews." 

.. . 



Ed Ginsberg believes that his deep emotional attachment 

to Jewish relief' stems from the way he was raised, and the 

feeling for the less fortunate--a feeling instilJ..ed in him by 

his father and mother. His father, Charles Ginsberg Sr., "never 

said •no• to any appeal," he recalls. 

What will hts new .position mean in terms of expenditure 

of time and energy? Mr~ Ginsberg notes that, in the coming month; , 
\.""'''~ b, ,,, Jll("-1/ 

be l\?S accie 1 ~ speaking engagements. iA Gities from 

oel!MT'lft-.t.e-e&a;s.:t-~..aB4-:~T-:i~~eeda-t~or1f~o~1tt~goo-sseYera±--other-.urge.nt 

requeu t trips-for-consul-tation.,-discus&ion,- and-public.. 

·-the-lot-of-the-UJA-associate_-general- chai.rmarr. 

"Fortunately.," he remarks, 11! have fine, understanding 

law partners -- and.1 most especially, an understandin~ wife 

who herself" has a great affection for Israel." 

As a member of the law firm of Gottfried, Ginsberg, Guren 

& Merritt, Mr. Ginsberg feels that his association with such 

community leaders as Henry Gottfried and Sheldon Guren has 

given him further impetus in his community work. He points also to 

the influence of Leonard Ratner, "who always calls me his 

protege." 

Row does a busy attorney find ti.Jne to sandwich all 

these activities into hes life? " Without sounding s tu!.f'y, I 



guess it means working lone days and long hours," Mr. Ginsberg 

refiects. 

The Ginsbergs• sons, Bill and Bob, are sources of great 

pr~de. Bill, a student of math and economics at Harvard Univ­

ersity, was the winner of a National Science Foundation Award. Bob 

is a junior at the University of Michigan. 

"Bill has been at evel'y UJA natio1nal conference for the 

past five years,," his father notes with satisfaction,, "and 

Bob has attended a number of regional conferences in the past 

few years." 

Perhaps. because of his experience wi~h his own sons,, Ed 

Ginsberg bas no fear that the younger generation is losibg 

interest and concern with Jewish life. 11The fathers," he 

declares. "I don't think we will ever lose our identity, our cul­

ture, or our ideology. The sense ·of the Jewish-people-as- · 

. one will continue." 

On Jan. 16, 1967 Mr. Ginsberg ~ retirec.~s president 

of Fairmount Temple; a post he has held for the::=p:;st two 

years. "It •s a magnificent institution, " he reflects, "and I 

think we have a great rabbi in Arthur Lelyveld." 

He points to the "great strides forward in program, purpose, 

and human concern" on the part of Fairmount Temple. "Our · 
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Social Action Cor.unission has been in the forefront of the anti­

poverty program, and in enlistion members• support for such things 

as the Call to Racial Justice." 

"The whole feeling and spirit of the temple is one of 

helpfulness and concern for humanity,." the president declares. 

Outside of his community concerns, Ed Ginsberg finds 

stimulation 1n music, and is an avid S)'ll1Phony fan. He has 

been an "armchair sports addict" for many years, agonizing over 

the fate of the football Browns and the baseball Indians as 

the seasons roll by. Outside of the armchair, he i.s a weekly gol.f 

enthusiast. 

With his brother, Charles Jr., and aenry Gottfried, he is 

the owner of a stable of racehorses in Tropical Park, Fla. -

appropriately known as "The 3-G Stable." 

For the future, Ed Ginsberg dreams of going to Israel every 

year to spend a month or two. In the past, he and his family have 

made extended visits to the country. One year the whole family 

spent five weeks in Herzita. 11\~e have a lot of friends there now, n 

he says. nr.r.y kids love 1t, too." 

·' 

, 
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GOTTFRIED, GINSBERG, GOREN & MERRITT 

650 T ERMIN A L T O W E R 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 44U3 

January 8, 1968 

Rabbi Herbert Friedman 
United Jewish Appeal 
1290 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, New York 10019 

Dear Herb: 

I received a letter from Joe Kanter and notice that 
you received a copy as well . 

AREA CODE zte 
es.s-esso 

or C:OUN!5CL 
HICNRY S.GOTT,.Rll:O 

ALVIN t KRC.HZ:L.E.R 

I would appreciate it very much if you would prepare 
an answer for me . I don't know what the hell the guy 
is dreaming about . He is about three years late 
concerning the development of the university movement 
but if you think that his suggestion ought to be 
followed up with something concrete, let me know and 
I will be g u ided according ly. 

EG: ja 

Sincerely, ,, 

f/,/ 
E~ardvGinsberg 



1 March !968 

Mr. Chester H • .Roth, Chairman 
Albert Einstein Commemorative Awards Dinner 
5 5 Fifth Avenue 
New Yor~. N.Y. 100J3 

Dea"r Mr. Roth: 

to aerv as Associate 

dev ted people. I 
honorin Jack eiler, 

or we have. don 

On the other hand, I. a.in sure yo un rstan that as G neral Chairman 
of th United Jewiah Appeal, 1 st remain scrupulously faithful to the 
organization which I laad. thout trac~ one iota from the importance 
of the Albert Einstein College of oicine, l must simply be very careful, 
as a matter of policy., not to give my name to any other organiaation, for 
I feel that this would diniiruth e fectiveneas in my present capacity. 
l must reserve all my lime, energy and influence to try to ~rform the 
massive task I have undertaken. For the time 1 am in this office, I muat 
resist the temptation -o! associat myself in any way with any other fund 
raising !unction. 

It 1s not ea&y for me to intain tbi har and f st osition. but I am. 
trying my best to do so, and again I bespeak your understanding of the 
reasons which have led me to this policy decision. 

ith best wishes for a znost successful affair, ! am, 1 

Smcerely yours, 

Edwal"d Gin1ber 
General Cha:ir~n 
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GoTTFBIED, GINSBERG, GUREN & MERRITT 

EiSO TERMINAL TOWER 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 4"113 

21e/e9e-asso 

November 23, 1971 

Rabbi Herbert Friedman 
United Jewish Appeal 
P.O.B. 92 
Jerusalem 
ISRAEL 

Dear Herb: 

I received your note and thanks for your good wishes. 

COLUMl9US OFFICE 
8VtTC te.>O • aa ICA9T ·~O STRC.CT 

coi..u--.eue. OM.O ~·• 

•14/tt•·asoo 

0" COUNSC&.. 

... CNlltT • • QOTT,,.IUC.O 
.>OSC~H W.•AJllTUNEK 

,..AUL.•. •oao •••• 

I went to see Nahemia and Jack Lerman. All I can tell you at 
this point is Nahemia has been bum rapping Jack for years because 
when Jack agreed to put up the extra $250,000 to go to the million, 
Nahernia reneged. It was obvious to me why he had to renege. Be 
doesn't own one single share of stock. His children own all of 
the stock and he just says that they won't do it. All these 
years Nahemia has been saying -- it's okay with him if Jack would 
do it and I think it was just a big bluff. He figured Jack would 
not do it and then he would not be called to task. Now that 
Jack has volunteered to come up with his $250,000 (they conunitted 
to a half a million when I was there) then Nahernia couldn't 
produce. I really feel badly because he really hasn't been 
treating Jack properly and now I have the complete story. I am 
going to arrange for a meeting with Nahernia's children to see if 
I can influence them but I suppose it's whistling Dixie. However, 
it is worth the effort. 

You are fully familiar with what is happening so I don't have to 
fill you in on all the changes. I'm hoping that with Golda coming 



GOTTFRIED, GINSBERG, OUREN & }lEBBITT 

Rabbi Herbert Friedman 
November 23, 1971 
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that we will even get more mileage out of her although Moshe 
would have been great because of the intimacy of having va.rious 
dinners in other cities. This will be one large dinner and it 
may lose some effect. I'm sure you also know that at this 
point we have fourteen $!-million gifts which is one more then 
we got all last year and so it is conceivable we might hit for 
twenty. 

I spent an hour yesterday with Henry Taub and I didn't get a 
positive 11yes" but as he said,"I'm not saying no to your request". 
Hopefully, if not this year, then later on this will be a million 
dollar giver . He is such a wonderful , decent human being and he 
just should be handled properly and he will respond. 

I look forward to seeing you. Give my love to Francine and your 
kids. 

Sincerely, 

Edward Ginsberg 

EG.:eo 



Mr. Edward Gill&berg 
Gottfried, Ginsberg , Guren & Merritt 
650 Terminal Tower Building 
Public Square 
Cleveland1' Ohio 44ll3 

Dear Eddie: 

December 3, 1971 

I. wanted very much to be here toliight, wltli you, at this moment of 
your coving upward and outward to a new platform and a new dimension 
in the international iilewish arena. But the UJA, which ve both serve 
and love so mucb, decreed otherwiae aa.d sent me ti> Mi.lwaukee to raise 
funds tonight. I think. it was a plot on Sam Haber's part to aeparate 
us, for Milwaukee is his very home town. 

You now ..head one of the oldest Jeri.ah service orgarii.zations iii exist­
ence. You will uphold .it.a honorable traditions and add luster to them, 
for you are a respecter of heritage. 

You vill make a brilliant chairman because you know the raisixig as well 
as the spend:ing of money; and because you ba.ve compassion for every 
Js everywhere; and because you have the human skill to lead a team of 
laymen u4 profett91onals in harmonioua devotion to a high cause. 

From afar I e:tend good wishes, a warm 'Prayer for your continued health, 
that: you: may be enabled to serve, and a promise of support in every way 
possible. 

Congratulations and deep respect, 

Herb 

HAF:HB 
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TO THE OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE OF THE UNITED JEWISH APPEAL 

Dear Fellows: 

I hope you do not mind my using this collective method of 
saying thanks . Since you are the inner family and since we 
are so closely allied and associated, I could not say 
something to one that would not apply to the othe r and so 
I have made it easy on myself and my secretary by writing 
one letter to all of you. 

First of all and foremost, of course, is my thanks for the 
service that you have rendered to the UJA and because of that 
service ma de it e asier for me to serve as Chairman . Certainly, 
this is not a one man job. It is the collective effort of 
literally thousands of people who serve and it lies in the 
hands and jurisdiction of the few who lead the many. You have 
exhibited gre at leadership and great devotion to the UJA and 
to me, and y ou h a ve ma de it all possible . 

The dinner given by the Officers and Executive Committee for 
Rosalie and I on Friday is an event that will long stand out 
in my memory . No one is entitled to hav e received so muc h as 
I did and words are r e ally inadequate to express the fee ling 
that I have for all of you who have made someone like me pos sible. 
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Again , thanks for the past four years , thanks for Fri day 
night, and we all thank you for being what you are -- great 
and dedicated human beings . 

Edward Ginsberg 

EG: eo 

/ 




