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Caseblanca is=quiet right now. The city is Sti1l under martial law and thers
is still e curfew in the'evening: Bat® there have been no'large street riots
or demonstrations for the past severalk days. In&i:ﬁdua!wimeidents still occcur
and there are: 'sheotings a.mi. bomﬁngs a@ch 'Jda.y. IR, ¢
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About two weeks ago, when the riot.‘mg wvas aﬂ:- ‘.’I.Whe'igﬁﬁ, more than a thousand Jews
fled to the European city from the Mellah, the Jewish ghetio quarter. They wers
running from the Arabs. They sought refugs ' in"the Talmud Torah building. I went
.-directly from the sirport to sse these people. They-were really afreid. Tf we were
able to put all of tham on a ship to 'Iml iwedfutely. tl:nafwculd go &n masse.

In view of such episodas, the 'desire to emigrats is inecreasing. One mom:mg I
went down to the pert tobsee al gboup embark on‘the "LYAUTBY" for Marseille, for
transshipment to Israel. Their bagzage was pathstic, tied with thin pieces of
string to protect their . .few belongings. Bat 'their faces were emger because ths
great new adventure was beginning. They were ‘packed in the deepest hold of ths
ship. My first thought wes that thig must have been the way my fethsy came to
America from Russia f£ifty years ago in steerage. Tt was dark and thers was much
confusion. Children were erying @nd people were shouting, trying not Vo lcse
each ‘other. Tn +the midsf of 2l this T tried to talk to them. TI'asked one men,
vho ‘wes 43 years old and had ten éh¥ldren, with no occupation'at his command,
what he hoped to do in Tsreel. Ha said he would do any work,-even i#“$haf®meant
cleaning levetories. He wanted to live some place where his children would be
safe and where he himself would be treated as & huwen being. After talking to
cthers, I could sgethet this was the general fesling.

I have had hours, and hours of conferences with people in all spheres of 1life,
including American Consular officisls. It has become crystal-clear to me that
thsre is no future for the'mejority of the Jewish population of Merocco. If I
wore asked to state the reasons, as simply as possible, I would offer the
following four factors: -

(1) Morocco is a thaocr&cv
The Koran governs this land. A1l mon-Moslems are -without protection.
‘There are no ¢ivil courts and there is no writ of habeas corpus. A
Jew has no place in a Moslem theocracy.
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(2) Danger of life
I do not want to say that every Jew is in danger of being murdered,
but as one responsible official wrots: "Anarchy, confusion and riots,
which are originally directed ageinst somecne else, usually include
the Jews as scapegoats™. There is no danger of = mass pogrom. But
there ig consgtant danger of unexpected outbresaks.

(3) Economicdisplacement =
Jews are gradually being squeezed ou‘t; of the economy and their functions
taken over by Arabs. Under en independent Arab government, Jews will
find it increasingly impossible to obtain licenses, permits, franchises,
which are necessery for doing busimess.

(4) Existence of the State of Israel
In a camp just outside of Casablanca, where the people wait to go on
board the ships, a lovely blond girl of 17, with & spirit,of dedication
shining from her eyes, said that she sew no reason to waste her life in
& country which wes mot hers. She said that she wanted to join the
Israeli aray to help defend the land and to build a better 1life for
herself, Her brother, 2 -mechanic aged 25, said thet Morocco was not
his country. He wanted to go to:hiS country; andreven if equal rights
were 10 be given to Jews here, he he would not romain, The people feel that
Isrscl. is Mrmmmm to sam Lo

- '!,.IJ

;’I‘hi.s hoy and ~air1. 1iks mqny othars I maet, are gﬁod stock. They are J'ews es we
. -ares 'Their langusge may be different but the books they study are the same.
- . They Jknow the: mesning of ‘Jewish ddentification amd they can be eounted upon to
struggle for Jewish survival once they ere successfully integrated in Israsl.
I .am.convineed they are worthigseving. I’'am'elso convinded that we must increase
_the -I;ampo of the program which: Mmham &ovalopad for tham.
The Joint mstri‘outien Gomrktaefha.&-m wouders 3 3 rsa!:]:y cannot praiss it
too highly. It teaches, feeds; heals and mekes independent. For the first time
in Horoceo, Jewish youth a few days-ago staged a demonstration, in which they
raised their voices 4o “the French end Arabs,; denanding equal treatment and pro-
tection. The JDC bhad nothing to do with the demonstration, but it was obvious
that ra nsw spirit was being born: /g Jews of America have reason to be proud
+if we have in any small measure qonttmmted 1:0 this new feeling of independsnce
on their part., . >

‘Sincerely yours,

Rabbi’ Herbert A. Friedman
2 .~ .- Executive Vice-Chairman -

P.3. I am writing this in Casablanca but it will be mailed from Paris. We
have decided to do this for security reasons; In viéw of the presént {ense

_situstion it is perhaps-wiser to md€il letters to America from Paris rather
than frem here, I shall write agsin; either from Tunis or Yugoslsavia.
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AMERICAN JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE

Rome, 5th August, 1955.
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Appeal,

New York,

c.¢. Nr, Melvyn 8, Goldstein,
United Jewish
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LUear Mel,
en 0 b Brom Moroceo [T flew across Morth Africa 4o Tunisid, & ceinntiry in which
- 100.000 Fews i ve amidat a.mmm m@ﬁa dzm of tension or

“terror as exdats dm Mo evén any ‘seriods
g' and dncréasing deaira

m.migmﬁa to:dsrael.
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meetlng of the gﬁai&ants o _ gormunities in the country.
I had an unugual mortmﬂy ta ’haar n; flmw quﬂl-i : of opinion from the

largest citiessdewn &0 d willegess; 0iThe Grand Rabbi of the

-risland-ofrDjerbe was, anhtedxaut aud I-was-eagerito-speakiwith ‘him.oz-Hehas a

lovely-face; &' long-whitesbeoard, amnd ceﬂnrim of rebbinidal-ancgestors.’r Djerba
- hep been occupied dby ﬂ’emmﬂ-mbmlpu‘lnﬂ tha, destruction of theofirst Temple
twenty=fiye ¥usdred ybérs ago.  The~CrendsRahbi. -Shuskan Cohen, édid-heTand his
people now wanted to lggye IThig wag wltamgng:. ‘becduse-theyi knéw: they
would be destreying a chapter of Bistory if they liquidated the island. And yet
he sgid they did not feel.seecure about: ih.'fﬁtura‘gndffhey wardted tu go home.

'ror bwenty-£ive hundred xearatmms-mu nof ﬁbm. =1 mofdecuba L1)
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1. Fear. insecurity.-_ rehenadion: mboxrb t}m futunm m drhe ﬁnaba

obtain thef.r rlghf,a 0, B‘elf-govern.ment from the French.
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3. Good neia from Iarael whiclh is trickling 'back to those whose
relatives have already gone eghead and are now reporting back

, erooytha-goed idings ebout & free life.

The JIDC developed & wonderful program here. Trechoma, tignea, and
TB (which 11 the Three Terrible T's of North Africa) ere slowly being
controlled t an extensive medical progrem. I saw cartons cof chsese and
butter being distributed, children beirng fed, teachers being trained, advice
belmggiven; .1 It wes heartening to know that all this was possible. Thoss
who @&re, emigreting to; Isreel are going much sounder in body end in spirit zs a
result of what is being done for them.
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d@ J&vg ﬁ y3 discussing the situation of Italien Jem'y There are aboub
35, % of whom 12,000 live in Rome. Romen Jewry is on the whole
guite poor and there is an extensive ghetto section in which extreme overerowding
and poverty ere spperent. New housing for spproximately 400 families is a
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Desr Mel:

I had wanted to write this last letter in & calm and
orderly fashion., But the headlines from Morocco grew bigger and blacker
each day. Virtuslly the entire population of Israel, from highest of fi-
cial to lowest laborer, has been thinking about the fate of North African
Jewry. A great argument is raging, 'ﬂrwt:evind.grentambetakm
in and how quickly? There have been marching demonstrato ’,intno streets
almost every day during the past week, urging open

This overpowering fact of North Africa s
at ﬂ;ebackofmm:i!m!ﬁyuno&nﬂﬂtbfbﬁoﬁc

(1) Techn

ﬂmoi’*bhegréa:ﬁéc‘t [11s o ﬁémﬁi‘eh‘ipcmewhanl
visited a jet plane base somewhere in Tsrael, The whistling planes circled
the countryside in quick, flashing maneuvers, and the ground crews looked
skyward with pride, The Commander of the field is a 31-year-old Colonel
bearing one of the country's most mumms:m He has been flying far
14 years, in thé RAF and the Israel Air Force, To me the most remarkable
fact about the base was that all of his jet pi s were native-born Israelis
trained in this country. my were hmdlirg hot ‘equipment with the customary
cockiness of the Ssbn.

' 1)

This technical wwmobvimsnoto:ﬂyinterem
of mechanical things such as aircraft but also in tie whole field of social
planning, The ship-to-setflement program, for example, is perfectly amazing
in the skillfulness with which it is executed. Trucks are at the dock at
Haifa when the ship carrying new immigrants arrives; within hours the new-
comers are at the new settlement in the Lachish (or any other) area where a
planning of ficer is ready with a list of housing assignments; a ten-day
stock of food is in the cupboard; all supplies, ranging from beds to a kero-
sene cooking stove, are already in place; famming implements are walting to
be used. All of this requires coordinated plaming of the most advanced kind.
I @ not think this would have been possible in Israel seven years ago, Today
it is accepted as the normal standard of operation,

(2) An inf and e g
Without goi.ng 1nto a:ll d‘ the ecmcnﬂ.c details, it is pain—-
fully apparent that the country is faced with a inflationary trend. Prices
are going up slowly but steadily ani therefore wages are going up, even though
the government is trying to hold the line, When I expressed concern about
"this to one of the officials of the American Embassy, he said that the con-
stantly expanding economy of any new country must always be inflationary, It
would not necessarily be so serious if there were not this impending new immmi-
gration. The counter-inflationary measure is to absorb the new people into the
new settlements and make them productives as quickly as possible instead of
leaving them for unproductive periods of time in transit camps.

/over



(3) e from N ca

I spoke at the very beginning about mrching demonstrators.
These parades have been orderly but firm, The slogens shouted in the streets
could be heard inside the committee rooms where officials were struggling
with the question of ahsorpti,on and finmcing. The man on. the street, him-
self a recent :I.mig:'ant was pleading for the Jew in a distant land, The man
: the financial facts of life. On the

p an "illegal immigration,” such as in

(&‘;“M:‘ﬂ  smiles at the
A LT v £ T

The govemment -ﬂ&f%pﬁm m%"% Egﬁgﬂ ;mum

B s or the year ahead a figure of

, !'ortyﬁ : grarn do

when conpa.wd to the 750‘;% L spvm:earn. On the
other hand, during those m%:vml;n ﬁl-tig[ aom;caau? Eg income were developed..
The Bond Drive was conceived; Grants-in-Aid were voted by Gongress; the German
Reparations schedule was evolved. All of these have helped in various ways to
set the country on the road to self-sufficiency. A new large immigration now,
without a .corresponding new source of revenue, Tepresents a terrific problem,
There is not a single min&umthiacmwmamunclme the door in
the face of a single Jew in need, .Yet tmum&meMcheJﬂm
lmaricaisalsoﬁllingt) ahammthis problem.. He,inthe WA, must face
this fact aguamly and we simply must ri.sa to this occasion... ac

Thelmicanhhaasadorto Israal, theﬁm. Edward Lmon,
“said in our conversation, "The trouble Iithlamelis thatshealwsmnagae
‘%o do the impossible. Evelyom therefore takes the impossible for granted.”

The American Foreign Operations Chief, Dr, Lincoln Hale, told
me that "if any other mvarnlant ever had to resettls 'lota of people, it should
come here ani hﬁ-e the lea&erm:.p. These Israelis can do anything,"

‘The two s enior American oﬁ‘iciala in this country wra express-
ing ‘their admiration for Israel, The words were good to hear, and. fmm them we
candrawbothpi&eanddiﬂlenge _ i - s s

_Sin, 9Tel Yol.u.'a, _
Rabbi Her « Friedman,
Executive Vice-Chaiman





