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#) GONFIDENTIAL
HOT FOR PUBLICATION

ADDRESS OF RABBI HERBERT A. FRIEDMAN
Executive Vice-Chairman of the United Jewish Appeal
at the
2lst Annuel Conference of the United Jewish Appeal
Friday, December 12, 1958

at the Statler Hilton Hotel, ¥Wew York, N. Y.

Ledies and Gentlemen:
In the past few months, immigrants have been coming from the country of Rumania
to Israel,

. There has been much conversation among us, and many 'hava asked questions about
this new phenomenon, and many have wondered why there has been so little, if any-
thing, in the public press about this matter.

There will be very little, if anything, in the public press about this matter,
and information concerning it must cireulate among us by word of mouth from leader

to leader, from leader to follower.

What you will hear from new speakers about Rumania must remain in the realm of
the spoken word and not the written; anyone who does talk to us about this must
understand that he does not speak for the record or for publication; anyone who hears
this story must understand that he may spread it amonz ourselves, but not for the

press.
Having said that, let me attempt to try to make concrete for you some of the

salient facts about this — which grips our imagination so strongly and which thrills
our hearts so very much, because it represents a break-through, and because it repre-
sents the opening of a new door of rescue.

Many have come to me and asked with a great emotional sense of identification,
if they might know more about this emigration.

There may very well be balf of us in this room whose origin was in that part of
Fastern Turope, and yet as close as that sense of origin may be, nevertheless, it is

today a part of the world far away, very hard for us to visualize concretely.



2.

Wfe must learn this story in order to have the facts reinforce our emotional
desire to help.

We have grown so accustomed in the years o listening to figures, that they tend
to blend into obscurity and anonymity. We are almost not sure of what country we are
talking about, or what kind of Jew we are talking about.

let me, therefore, focus the light of precision, for a2 few moments, upon this
episode.

I don't kmow if every one realizes that Rumania emerged from the war with the
largest Jewish population on the continent of Burope — the largest, outside of the
Soviet Union.

This fact imposes upon us & special burden,

This community emerged in the largest numbers from the Hitler period and we must
not fail to take advantage of the opportunity to assist this largest commmity to
remake their lives, if the chances are here to do so.

They were the largest population outside of Russia for a simple reason: Rumania
broke with the Axis in 1944 before the war ended, and Hitler had no chance to finish
his evil work,

Secondly, the Soviet Union came into Rumenia — and in those days, and in those
circumstances, it did represent a great protective cloak.

_ Novertheless, of the 850,000 Jews who lived there before the war there were only
320,000 left. So this great victory of ours — by which we say they were the largest
surviving population — in statistical figures is not so grest.

A half million were killed.

The poverty and the demoralization after the war were simply awful. We forget.

In 1946 the Joint Distribution Committee was keeping 200,000 Jews of Rumania
literally alive with food and other relief supplies. That was the extent to which
you and I had to support the population.

More than half were our wards.
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In 1947 when Dr. Joseph Schwartz went to Rumania to telk 2bout rebuilding the
commmal institutiones and the Jewish community life, we saw that the mind of the
Rumanian Jews were already oriented toward going to Palestine; because, when you spoke
to them about rebuilding their lives they were thinking already in those terms.

You remember the big pogrom in Poland in 1946, in Kielce, on the fourth of July.

That big pogrom in Foland sent the Jews of Burope streaming westward in order to
get to Palestine, which was in the RFast.

Those were the days of the so-called "illegal immigration" into the D. P. camps
of Germany and Austria, and those were the days when I first saw Rumanian Jews who
told me that in 1944, when the relatiomship with the Nazis was over, there wvas already
a group of 30,000 Rumenian Jews who wanted to 2o to Falestine. They couldn't do so
because of the restrictions of the British Vhite Paper which then provailed.

i So when the chance came in 1945 and 1946 and 1947, they streamed westward into
the camps — into Germany, and Austria, and Italy — to try to get into that stream
of so—called "illegal" blockade-running to Palestine that was taking place in those
hectic days.

4

In that very first year, 40,000 of them went. Another 150,000 were registered
to go.

The JIC continued its work for two blessed years and then, in 1949, there was
2 blackout.

On March 8, 1949, the office of the JIC in Rumania was closed.

Fot you, or I, or 21l our money was able to help & single person. Not only was
the office of the JIC closed in Rumenia in that March of 1949, but immigration was
closed. All during 1949, for the first ten months of that year, only 1,300 left.

All during that spring of 1949 there were protests in Isrsel. Mr. Ben-Gurion
nrotested. Delegations went to see Anna Pauker. Jews demonstrated on the street in
Tel Aviv in front of the Tel Aviv Consulate of the Rumanian Covernment.

By Hovember, 1949, suddenly the doors opened.

In all of 1950 and 4in 1951, about 100,000 Jews from Rumania went to Israel.
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Do you remember those years?

I saw Bill Rosenwald sitting on the dock in Haifa watching the boat, the
TRANSYLVANIA, coming in every Monday morning. Idke clock-work, she came in to Haifa,
with 1,700, 1,800, 1,900 Jews on board.

Two thousand a week for two years. ——

Just 2.5 suddenly as it had opened at the end of 1949 the door closed toward the
end of 1951,

From that year to this, it has remained closed. It has been closed during all
of the seven long, cruel years during which fathers were separated from children and
mothers were separated from sons, brothers and sisters were rent asumder, families
were split.

Because everyone expected the boat would continue to go every week, whole fami-
lies did not always go together. When the boat didn'it go one week, and stopped going
for seven years, the heartache and the pain and the anguish and the tensions were left
unresolveds If the portion of the Torah of this week tells the story of the seven
lean years, the seven fat cows and the seven lean cows, then we have gone through the
seven leal years with Rumanian Jews.

Therefore, you get & sense of the glory and joy &nd eagerness and hope renewed
which came a few short months ago, when again, without forewarning, without kmowledge
of background, with many guesses, but no sure information as to motive, Rumanian Jews
begen getting exit visas.

Dr. Dov Joseph gave us some figures on Rumenian immigration to Israel: 1,200
a month, 1,300 a month, 1,200, 1,300, September, October, November — and for December,
perhaps three times that number.

Some of the members of the WJA Study Mission vho went abroad just a few wecks
ago saw some of these people in Vienna. We talked to them, we came to know them, we
listened to their stories, we tried to find out what was going on behind the outer

wall of flesh and blood, and what was going on inside the spirit.
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The circumstances of their departure are really in a sense gvful for us to under—
stend. A man who has registered and been listed for seven or eight years and wants to
g0, suddenly receives a permit end the permit has got six or seven or eight or tem day-
before it expires, and in the course of that timehe must fight his way through the
legal and burcaucratic jungle of paper work.

Fo one of us in this room has ever experienced the feeling of having a piece of
paper stand between himself and freedom.

We don't know what that means, But in those circumstances — where the stamp
must be put on the bottom of the document by the proper clerk in the proper office —
the pain, the sweat, the fear that m2ybe the comma will be misplaced, maybe the appli-
cation will be mislaid, maybe something will go wrong — that pall hangs over the Jew
day after day as he tries to arrange his exit.

Large sums of money are required, a thousand lei and a lei is worth 17 cents.

A thousand lei for this document, 315 m for that document, 500 for this, three
months! rent to be paid in advance on the 2partment, or the room, which he is leaving—

He must clear the tax offices, he must pay the tax on the radio that he might
have had in his room.

How does he do this?

He sells down to the bone every article of merchandisable property which he can
liguidate. ¢
A television set costs 4,000 le_;_. A Jew can sell it on the street for 400,

And sc he goes, day-by-day, attempting to buy his way through all of these
papers and documents until that blessed moment arrives when he puts out the last few
hundred lei for the railroad ticket.

And during 2ll this time we lwwe not seen him yet. We see him first when he setr
kis foot off the railroad train in the station in Viemma. And, oh then, how good he
feels, because there he sees you, symbolically,

.I tell you that the officials of the Jewish Agency in Vienna who meet the people

there, social service workers, men who have worked for many years watching migration-—



6o

I tell you that I was amazed at the tenderness, the softness of which they are capeble.
You would think they would be jaded after a2ll these years of handling trainloads of
immigrants. A

No, no; the old Jew, the young Jew, the baby, whoever comes off that train, is
gathered in a loving embrace, of which there are few counterparts, and taken to a
hospital and given a place to wash up and something to eat, and a parcel packed for
the next train ride from Vienna down to Naples; and then again in Naples he is re-
ceived with loving care and attentions He sits there and he walks up and down the
side of the harbor in Naples, which many of you have seen, and he waits for that boat
to come in, and he looks at two things, He looks at the Hebrew letters of the name on
the prow, and he looks for the Isracli flag flying off the stern; and when he sees
those two things, and he is escorted on board, he knows he is home.

They want to go. The reasons are many. They think of the children, of the
future. Thoy think of the pogroms of the paste

They think of the economic adjustment which they have not been &ble to meke to
that society.

But most of all, there is that yearning to re-identify with the people. TYou see
it in two small stories, and with this I am through.

We are told the story by one of them of the time that the Israeli diplomat went
to the town of Yosie, where there was a frightful pogrom in 1941, and on a commemo-—
rative occasion there was a memorial celebration.

The diplomat came in the company of many Rumanian officials. Flying from the
fender of hiis car, as from many diplomatic vehicles, was the small flag of Israel.

Hundreds of Jews in Yosic gathered around the car. The children came over to
touch the flag. Some of the parents seid, "Stop; don't go near it, don't touch it."

They were afraid,

Others of the parents said, "What is the sense? Let the children have the

pleasure.”

That line tells everything: "ILet the children have the pleasure."”
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There is one other thing. I heard the story from a friend. You know that in
all of our services in every country in which we live we have a prayer for the
government, for the success and welfare of the government. There is a prayer for the
queen in the English prayer book; there is a prayer for the president in the American
prayer booke.

One Sabbath morning in one synagogue in Rumania, — and this story spread
through the vhole country —— the rabbi said the prayer in Hebrew, which I shall trans-
late into Znglish, with one crucial word im it different from the text in the prayer
book.

He said, "We pray for the success of our country and the People's Republic of
Rumania,”

"and" is the crucial word in that sentence, which he interpolated. It is mnot
in the text.

This is the clue to how they feel. This is the insight into their emotional
structure.

This is why they are going. We may anticipate that they will be our wards and
charges so long as the opportunity exists for them to contimue to come.

The duration is unlmown. But 2ll I can say to you is this. If we think it is
worthwvhile to save a life, then we shall count ourselves very lucky to be able to do
that so long &as the opportunity prevails.

We hope it will continue. We hope we will have to continue to spend much money
on its We hope you will continue to give a great deal of money for it.

If the door is closed and then open, both suddenly, and one never lknows what it
will be next week, or month, or year — then those who fail now to seize the oppor-
tunity of the open door are guilty.

We have never been guilty of backing away from a historic opportunity at any
point. T would pray that we will not be guilty now, and that we will rise to seize

this moment, this chance in all our glory, in all our power, with all our money.
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ANNUAL NATIONAL CONFERENCE

December, 1958
New York City

ADDRESS OF RABBI HERBERT A. FRIEDMAN:

Senator Lehman, Dr. Joseph, Ladies and Gentlemen:

First of all, since Mr, Rubin introduced me with my title, let me take
advantage of that opportunity &o make an announcement consonant with it.

Religious services will be held tomorrow morning on the Sabbath at 9.30,
here in the hotel, in the Ivy Room, for all those who wish to attend.

Rabbi Shulman of the Riverdale Temple here in New York, will conduct the
services, which I hope as many of you as care to, or will be able to, will participate.

In his remarks, Senator Lehman referred to the fact that in the past few
months irmigrants have been coming from the country of Rumania.

There AR TEEE S St Db oo St le cve asked Gusstions about
this new phenomenon, and many have wondered why there has been so little, if anything, in
the public press about this matter.

There will be very little, if anything, in the public press about this
matter, and information concerning it must cireulate among us by word of mouth from leader
to leader, from leader to follower. '

What you will hear from new speakers about Rumania must remain in the realm
of the spoken word and not the written, and anyone who does talk to us about this must
understand that he speaks not for the record or for publication, and anyone who hears this
story must understand that he may spread it among ourselves, but not for the press.

Having said that, let me attempt to try to make concrete for you.some of the
salient facts about this, which grips our imagination so strongly and which thrills our
hears so very much, because it represents a break-through and because it represents the
opening of a new door of rescue.

Many have come to me and asked with a great emotional sense of identification,

if they might now more about this.,

2)e.a
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There may very well be half of us in this room whose origin was in that part
of Eastern Europe, and yet as close as that sense of origin and original birth may be,
nevertheless it is a part of the world far away, very hard for us to visualize concretely.

We must learn this story in order to have the facts undergird our emotional
desire to help in it,

We have grown so accustomed in the years to listen to figures, that they
tend to blend into obscurity and anonymity and we are almost not sure of what country we
are talking about or what kind of Jew we are talking about.

Let me therefore focus the ligﬁi;af"precision, for a few maments, upon this
episode, N

T don't know if every one realizes that Roumania emerged from the war with
the largest Jewish ﬁﬁpulation on the continent of Europe -- the largest, outside of the
Soviet Union, .

This fact impoégs upon us a spﬁgiﬁl burden.

It would not be befitting for this community to have emerged in the largest
numbers from the Hitler Period for us now not to take advantage of the opportunity to
assist the largest numbers ready to remake their lives if the chances is here to do so.

They were the largest population outside of Russia for a simple reason;
Roumania broke with the Axis in 1944 before the war ended and therefore, in a certain
sense, Hitler had no chance to finish his eiil work,

Secondly, the Soviet Union came into Roumania, and in those days and in those
circumstances it did represent a great protective cloak,

Nevertheless, 850,000 Jews who lived there before the war, this great
victory of ours by which we say they were the largest population, nevertheless in
statistical figures, there were only 320,000 of them.

A hald million were done in,

The pwerty and the demoralization after the way was simply awful, We
forget.,

Wees
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In 1946 the Joint Distribution Committee was keeping 200,000 Jews of Roumania
literally alive with food. That was the extent to which you and I had to undergird that
nopulation.

More than half were our wards,

In 1947 when Dr. Joseph Schwartz went to Roumania to talk about rebuilding
the communal institutions and the Jewish community life, at that very time we saw that
the mind of the Roumanian Jews were already oriented toward going to Palestine; because,
when you spoke to them about rebuilding their lives they were thinking already on those = :
terms,

You remember the big pogrom in Poland in 1946 in Kielce on the fourth of
July. ’ ‘ i

That big pogrom in Poland in 1946 sent the Jews of Burope streaming westward
in order to get to Palestine, which was in the East.

Those werée the days of the so-galled illegal immigration into the D. P. camps
of Cermany and Austria and those were the &ays when I first saw Roumanian Jews in 1944
when the relationship with the Nazis was over, there were already a group of 30,000
Roumanian Jews in 1944 who wanted to go to Palestine and couldn't do so because of the
restrictions of the White Paper which t.hen_pggvailed.

So when the chance came in 1945 and 1946 and 1947, they streamed westward
into the camps, Germany, and Austria, and Italy to try to get into that stream of so-called
illegal blockade running that was taking place in those hectic days.

In that very first year 40,000 of them went and another 150,000 of them
were registered to go.

The J. D. C. continued #s work for two blessed years and then 1949 saw a
blackout,

On March 8, 1949 the office of the J.D.C. in Roumania was closed.

Not you or I or all our money was available to help a one, and not mly was the
office of the J.D.C. closed in Roumania that March of 1949 but immigration was closed and dl

during 1949 for the first ten months of that year, only 1300 pedple left. 4/
e
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All during that spring of 1949 there were protests in Israel. Mr, Ben-Gurion
protested. Delegations went to see Anna Pauker, Jews demonstrated on the street in Tel
Aviv in front of the Tel Aviv Consulate of the Roumanian Government.

By November, 1949, suddenly it opened.

In all of 1950 and in 1951, the 100,000 Jews from Roumania went to Israel.

Do you remember those years?

I saw Bill Rosenwald sitting on the dock in Haifa watching the boat, the
TRANSYLVANIA coming in every Monday marning_ligg.clockﬂuork she came in to Haifa, 1,700,
1,800, 1,900 Jews on board. xS

2,000 a week for over a year,

Just as suddenly ad it opened at the end of 1949, it closed in the mddle of
1951.

From that day to this it has been closed. It has been closed during all of the
seven long cruel years during which fathers were separated from children and mothers were
separated from sons, borthers and sisters were sent assunder, families were split.

Because everyone expected the boat would continue to go every week, and when
the boat didn't go one week and stopped going for seven years, the heartache and the pain
and the anguish and the tensions were left unresolved, and if the portion of the Torah
of this week tells the story of the seven lean years, the seven fat cows and the seven
lean cows, then we have gone through the seven lean years with Roumanian Jews,

Therefore, you get a sense of feeling of glory and joy and eagerness and hope
renewed which came a few short months ago, when again, without forewarning, without
knowledge of background, with many guesses, but no sure information as to the motive, the
facts were presented to us as Dr. Joseph gave some figures, 1,200 a month, 1,300 a month,

1,200, 1,300, September, October, November, and for December perhaps three times that

number,

S P
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Some of the members of the UJA Study Mission that went abroad just a few
weeks ago saw some of these pecple in Vienna. We talked to them, we came to know them,
we listened to their stories, we tried to find out what was going on behind the outer
wall of flesh and blood and what was going on inside the spirit.

The circumstances of their departure are really in a sense awful for us to
understand. A man who has registered and been listed for seven or eight years and wants
to go suddenly receives a permit and the permit has got six or seven or eight dr ten
days before it expires, and in the course of that time he must fight his way through the
legal and bureaucratic jungle-gf all of thé_pgpar-work.

No one of us in this room has ever experienced the feeling of having a
piece of paper stand between himself and freedom,

We don't know what that means. But in those circumstances where the stamp
must be put on the bottom of the document by the proper elerk in the proper office, the
pain, the sweat, the fear that maybe the comma wjll be misplaced, maybe the application
will be mis-made, maybe something will go wrong, that pall hangs over the Jew day after
day as he tries to arrange'his exit,

Large sums of money are required, a thousand lei and a lei is 17 cents,

A thousand lei for this docunent}-315f%g: that document, 500 for this,
three months' rent must be paid in advance on the apartment or the room which he is
leaving,

He must clear the tax offices, he must pay the tax on the radio that hé& might
have had &n his room,

How does he do this.

He sells down to the bone every article of merchandisable property which he
can liquidate/

A television set cost 4,000 lei, A Jew can sell it on the street for 400.

And so he goes day by day attempting to buy his way through all of these papers
and documents until that blessed moment arrives when he puts out the last few hundred

lei for the railroad ticket. 21
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And during all this time we have not seen him yet. We see him first when he
sets his foot off the railroad train in the station in Vienna. And oh then how good he
feels, because there he sees you, symboliecally,

I tell you that the officials of the Jewish Agency in Vienna who meetlgggpla
there, social service workers, men who have worked for many years watching migration, I
tell you that I was amazed at the tenderness, the softness of which they aere capable.

You would think they would be jaded after all these years of handling trainloads of immigrarts

No, no; the old Jew, the young Jew, the baby, whoever comes off that train,
is gathered in a loying embrace, of which there are few counterparts, and taken to a hotel
and given a place to wash up and something to eat, and a parcel packed for the next train
ride from Vienna down to Naples; and then again in Naples he is received with loving care
and attention, and he sits there and he walks up and down the side of the harbor in
Naples, which many of you have seen, and he waits for that boat to come in, and he looks
at two things. He looks at ihe Hebrew lnthgzﬁ'bﬁ the name ofi the bow, and he looks for
the Israeli flag flying off the stern; and when he sees those two things, he is escorted
on board, he knows he is home,

They want to go. The reasons are many. They think of the children, of the
future., They think of the pograms of the past.

They think of the economic adjustment which they have not been able to make
to that society.

But most of all, there is that yearning to re-identify with the people. You
see it in two small stories, and with this I am through.

We are told the stéry by one of them of the time that the diplomat of Israel
went © the town of Jassy where there was a frightful pogrom in 1941, and on a commemorative
occasion there was a memorial celebration.

The diplomat came in the company of many Rumanian officials and flying from
the fender of his car, as from many diplomatic vehicles, was the small flag of Isreel.

?/...
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Hundreds of Jews in Jassy gathered around the car, The children came
over to touch the flag, Some of the parents said, "Stop, don't go near it, don't touch
it."”

They were afraid,

Others of the parents said, "What is the sense? Let the children have the
nleasure.,

That line tells everything: "Let the children have the pleasure.

There is one other thing, I haﬁnd;the story from a friend, You know that
in all of our servieces in every country in which we live we have a prayer for the
government, for the success and welfare of the government, There is a prayer for the
queen in the English prayer book; there is a prayer for the president in the American
prayer book.

One Sabbath morning in one synagogue in Rumania, -- and this story spread
through the whole country -- the rabbi said the prayer in Hebrew, which I shall translate
into English, with one crucial word in it different from the text in the prayer book.

He said, "We pray for the suceess of our country and the People's Republic
of Rumania."

"and" is the crucial word in that sentence, which he interpolated. It is
not in the text.

This is the clue to how they feel, This is the insight into their emotional
structure.

This is why they are going. We may anticipate that they will be our wards
and charges so long as the opportunity exists for them to continue to come/

The duration is unknown, But all T can éay to you is this, If we think it is
worthwhile to save a life, then we shall count ourselves very lucky to be able to do
that so long as the opportunity prevails.

We hope it will continue., We hope we will have to continue to spend much
money on it., We hope you will continue to give very much money for it., Because we hope
you see that if it is closed and it is open, 1949 - 1951, 1958 -- 19 what?

8/...
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If it is closed and it is open and it is not always available, then those
who fail now to seize the opportunity are guilty.

We have never been guilty of backing away from a historic opportunity at
any point. I would pray we will not be guilty now, and that we will rise to seize this
moment, this chance in all our glory, in all our power in all our money.

Then again, we will have the pleasure of knowing that we have done
something great and noble as another chapter of Jewish rescue opportunity unfolds

before us,











































































ANNUAL NATIONAL CONFERENCE
December, 1958
Address of Rabbi Herbert A, Friedman

Mr, Chairman, Senator Javits, Mr. Peres, and good friends,

The wisest of men sometimes in planning programs make the greatest mistakes.
YWe have had two perfectly magnificent speeches here tonight, the finest that I can
recall having had at many a conference in many a year. And two perfectly and charming
and lovely opening remarks in the inimitable way in which Mr, Warburg, and now in the
same style, Mr, Berinstein conducted themselves.

So that the evening is really fhif:,as-it turns out. If we had known that
the‘day before yesterday, we would not have printed the program @s we did -- and if I
were smart now, I would adjourn the meeting.

There is only one idea that I wdﬁ&&llike'to try to add to tonight's meeting,
and that is to take the two things that uahhava heard, the two great and practical
things, the one about Israel, and the one about America and the world, and set them
into the framework of the question which we ask ourselves all the time, and which we
need to answer, the framework of the larger perspective of why we do this, and what
this UJA really is, Because in addition ts_fhs‘practical and hardhitting and the
topical, and the daily, and the matters of the moment, we must have for the sustaining
and the undergirding of our work the long hisﬁonic_eternal transendent conviction, and
refirmation to enable us to go on year aftér year, as we shall go on.

The U. J.A., as you know perfectly well, down deep in your innermost hearts
is not simply a fund raising machine, %ddie opened the meeting by saying that we come
here every year to make a statement of what we believe in. And, if we know clearly
what we believe in, then we are further encouraged and strengthened to go on and on.

That is the long range look within each year's campaign is important, and
each year's political objectives are important, and each year's additional strengthening
of Israel is Important. But only within that framework.

2]



Today is the 13th of December, On the 16th of December, 1941, almost
17 years ago tonight, a small ship, just 180 tons, by the same of STRUMA broke down off
the Port of Istanbul, while she was on the way from Constanza, a port in Rumania, on the
way to Haifa, She carried on hoard 769 refugees, including 70 children, and 281 women,
Not a person on board that ship was in possession of an immigration certificate to enter
Palestine,

And when the vessel broke down, the fate of the people became an object of
international attention.

The British would issue no navicerts to proceed.

And the Turkish authorities would ism no permission for the people to land.

That little motorship lay helpless in the Bosphorous for ten weeks, and the people were

kept on board, They were supported by the Istanbul Jewish Community, and so that you
may have some pride in the Istanbul incident, also with funds of the JDC. For JUC was

in Turkey in 1941,

After ten weeks,on the 24th day of February 1942 the Turks towed the Struma
out to sea and when she was six miles out to sea that ridiculaous and foolish little
hulk of a vessel broke in two and sank, Of 769 people on board, two saved their lives
by swimming., No place to 'which to turn back, no place to which to go forward, not
permitted to stay where they were., What &tﬁr helplessness, What wasteful tragedy.

This was the entering of the period 6 the Dark Ages, Europe's Jews entered
the Dark Ages, and no one knew what hammer blows were yvet to come.

We know now. Senator Javits used the word in the beautiful peroration that
the UJA means hope.

I would like us all to remember a sentence from Mishle, the Proverbs in the
Bibil, - "hope deferred makes the heart sick. Desire fulfilled is the tree of life."
Hope deferred casts people into the slough of despair, If you eant courage to
triumph over despair, then hope cannot be deferred forever and ever, but hope must

require some action in order to be sustained,
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Within the limitations and the possibilities of what that dark period
pérmitted, there was some action, There was Aliyah Beth, you all remember it/ Beth
is the second letter of the Hebrew alphabet, Aliyah means immigration to Israel,

If you can't get to Israel the first way, which is the legal way, you get to
Israel the second way, which is the illegal way. And a formation of a policy of Aliyah
Beth was an action designed to sustain hope in the darkest days.

There were Jews working in Lisbon, in Portugal, and in Turkey, the two places
on the globe which were the outset of the “Bagh“ to Haifa, and from those two places,
there were brave and cowrageows men -- some #n the room tonight, who gave their lives
and their strength to injeet hope into the streams of darkness.

The story of the old man, Leo Beck from Berlin, in the Camp in Theresienstadt,
holding lectures on Jeuish-philosophy Hhilgrﬁgpﬁlg were dying of hunger in the camp is a
fantastic expression of hope sustained by action, and action was intellectual action at
that moment,

This was the only answer to physical brutality, Jews parachuting into the
Balkans in '43, when Reuven Dafni and Hannah,Semesh and the others took an action which
some people said was gquixotic, and whimsical == how do you breach Hitler's Europe by
dropping a few boys in the Balkans,

But a ripple went through Europe when the Jews-heard that story, they knew
they weren't being forgotten. That was the value of that episode,

Down in the bunkers in the Warsaw Ghetto, when they did the same thing, which
aeverybody said is so crazy, and fighting the blockade on the Mediterranean, when the war
was finally over, and then that enormous culmination where the strongest kind of action
made hope come alive for the first time, where peonle took the faith of Jewish destiny
into their own hands, and created the State of Israel, out of almost nothing, in the

face of odds that people said they were ridisulous to challenge.
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Slowly, in tempo over years of history, action built, and built, and built,
all designed to sustain hope, and all designed to reach the chanigng point in modern
times, where the Jews would no longer be the object of someone else's decision, but
where they would be the subjects in control of their fate,

And that is the turning point.

If the past hés been haunted, and dark, then the future is bright and
glorious, because our own destiny lies now in our own hands. That is the change, so
that hope rnneed no longer be deferred, and the heart need no longer be sick, but desire
fulfilled can become the "ets chaim", the tree of life, that will nourish and sustain
the future.

If we put this in the broadesr sense, and we look to this future, we see
that there are three pgreat tasks which lie ahead of us. Perfectly within our power
to achieve, and we have the will to do it, and we have the means to do it.

The first thing that we must do is to maintain our support of all less
favored Jewish communities in the world, ﬁharever_thsy be.

And I should like to remind us that this is a phenomenon on a continuous
basis., We al are aware of our ancient tradition of caring for our own, and we are very
proud of that, in every single individual Jewish family, and in every #ndividual Jewish
settlement,

But I should like to say that in-all of the millenia of our history there
has never been anything like this, where for more than four decades now, one Jewish
community, the American, through one organization, the JDC, has assumed the burden of
continuous support of less favored communities, wherever they are.

This just never occurred, even in our magnificent ancient tradition of
caring for our own, No Jewish community, whether in Poland, or whether in Germany,
or whether in France, ever undertoock the responsibility of caring for the whole Jewish

world, This is something new, And this is something brilliant,
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This phenomenon, therefore, which is recreated and done daily, imposes
upon us the responsibility of maintaining that new tradition, and I suggest that this
task for the future is one which will go on until the limits of support are reached,
and those limits will be reached as the less favored commanities are slowly and
thoroughly helped to standards of self-sufficiency.

The second thing that we must continue to do is to maintain the Mission
of Rescue, for there are places where self-development is not possible, and Jews want
to go from one plage to the new great focus of Israel - the old new focus.

And again I would like to remind us that this Mission of Rescue which we have
undetrtaken also represents something totally mew in Jewish life, For never did it
have to be performed in the face of all of the pograms, and all of the migrations of
the past, never did it have to be performed by one community for so long a time as we
have undertaken it. mda

When the Jews from Spain were expglibd in 1492, they went to Turkey, and
they went to Holland, and they went to Italy,.§nd they went to Morocco, and they went
to many places, but they went quickly, and they were absorbed quickly, and there was
a burden on no one country for this -- and in a year or two it was done,

We have seen the transplantatidn.of local Jewish populations, in a great
operation of rescue, from country after country, for year after year, for decade after
decade, and this, too, shall continue, until this is done.

The third thing that I should like to suggest as our task is, perhaps, less
tsngible than these first two, but, in a way, more important. Our job, together with
Shimon, and all of the Shimons of the glorious, shining place, is to help develop the
kind of civilization in Israel of which we shall be stperbly proud for all successive
Jewish history,

We are, you and I, terribly absorbed now with the immediate things of immigrant
absorption, and economic self-sufficiency, and security, and industrial progress, and all
of the concrete material things; and good that we are -- good that we look at a specific
solution and about people coming from Eastern Europe, good that we look at a specific

solution and about tearing down ma'abarot, 3



But I think our view must go far beyond that -- far beyond that. All of
this effort to secure the material basis in Israel is only the springboard for we want
out of that material basis to flower the Israel of the spirit for which everything
else makes sense, We want culture, and we want ethics, and we want social justice,
and we want the ideal society there, e think it is achievable, We want Israel to
contribute to the world in the future, as vastly as she did in thr past.

Shimon referred to two previous commonwealths - you remember what they
achieved, The first commonwealth in Palestine gave the prophets to the world, Who
hay ever surpassed that? Isaiah, Jeremiah, - the magnificent words of the brotherhood
of man, And after that was destroyed, we thought it was all at an end. And out of
the ashes the second commonwealth was born and gave to the world the Bible -- not just
the prophets; great fantastie wision and dram- of what it would be like at the
end of the days when the Messiah would come and create a society on earth; it would be
blessed and lovely and peaéeful and happy. Now that the third commonwealth is here, we
think that the third commonwealth can do no '1';85 than rise above its two predecessors,
as visionary as that might sound, and that.ﬂii% thirddcommonwealth can come forward
and bring the whole world of mankind forward to the thing it wants more than bread,
namely, the vision and the dream of peace on earth,

And from Israel this will come, I am convinced of it. And it is your task,
and my task, to help develop the highest civilization there. That is why all the
material things are worthwhile, and why we want to get pastithem, so we can go on to
the big, great, and eternal,

Fourth, if I am talking about supporting less-favored communities wherever
they are, if T am talking about maintaining the mission of rescue, if I am talking asbout
building the civilization in Israel, you may sav to me what about America? There is
a very simple proposition with which I operate in my view of Jewish history. In

serving these three goals, we all strengthen the American Jewish community.
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Doing something apparently very far off, we will in reality be stimulating
something aquite near/:Eme. We cannot entice the next generation and the next to
strengthen their Jewishness simply by words. When you require from someone the
commitment of deed, when you ask from him service, when you ask from him loyalty, when
you ask from her performance, then you obtain from him commitment. You will obtain from
him his commitment to stronger Jewish life in America when you require from him service
to the highest Jewish ideal,

When we put to ourselves the question what is the UJA really, It is a
machinery, it is a technique, it is a_msthgdoloﬂy.ﬁf raising money., But it is so much
more than that; that anyone who sekls it short for that just doesn't understand it.
This is an ideology, this is an assertion, this is a statemtn of faith in Jews and
Judaism, and in mankind, That is what this is, This is an instrument of action, so
that hope should not be deferred. This is an instrument of action by which Jewish will
cast an image of themselves at their best. The shadow of the American Jew on the wall
of history will go down in all the generations as a shadow of the Jew at his best.

And we want to be no less than that.

Every man who opens the treasury of his purse in generosity opens first the
treasury of his heart in compassionate understanding, or else he doesn't open his purse.

Every man who works and gives can truly sing a great song of victory, as did
the Maccabees, whose triumph over despair we celebrated tonight.

I should like to give you, in closing, these words from the Book of Maccabees:

"When his men saw the expedition coming to meet them, they said to Judah, how
can we, so few in number, be able to fight against so great a multitude? Then, too, we
are faint, for we have had nothing to eat today. Judah replied, it is an easy thing for
the many to be hemmed in by the hands of a few. There is no difference in the sight of
heaven to save by many or by few, Victory in battle does not depend on the size of an
army but rather from strength that comes from heaven, They are advancing against us full
of violence and lawlessmess to destroy us, our wives, our children and to plunder us. We

are fighting for ourflives and our law, B=¥d God will shackle them, Be not afraid of them,"

Thank you very much,











