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REPORT ON THE FIRST (1967) U.J.A.
UNIVERSITY STUDY MISSION

By

EUGENE H. IRELL
September 1967



Let me begin by establishing a few thoughts in
regard to this "evaluation report."™ First of all, I
think it must be acknowledged that what transpired
this last summer was the "first" study mission of its
kind, that is, being made up of university students
from various sections of the country. It might even
be called "experimental", and the participants the
guinea pigs. To carry this logic a little further,

“one might call this report experimental, also. In
essence, I mean to say that there is lacking an estab-
lished frame of reference for making evaluations. There
exists, to my knowledge, no basis, no past experience,
with which one can compare and contrast the elements of
this year's study mission. Nevertheless, I suppose the
only true test of success or failure will be the future--
that is to say, ultimately, either the fruits of the
U.J.A.'s labor will expose themselves in tomorrow's
American Jewish leadership, or they will not. At any
rate, since my evaluation has been requested, and since
there is no established framework for this report--I
want to inform the reader that I have taken the liberty
to choose my own guidelines, hoping that the ideas I
express here will contribute to the storehouse of knowl-

edge that emerges from the '67 experiment.



With the freedom I have taken, I have chosen not
to dwell upon the many wonderful experiences I had with
the group. Actually, there were many; and the whole
mission can be looked back upon and viewed as one of the
few major educational experiences of my lifetime. It
was very stimulating to intellectual (as well as emo-
tional) growth, and a very enlightening wventure into
previously unexplored territory. I don't feel, as
others éxpressed, that this experience has been responsible
for helping me become a "better Jew"; I simply feel that
it was an experience that has awakened me to the histori-
cal and contemporary problems that face Judaism, in
Isfael and around the world. More specifically, it has
awakened me to the activities of the United Jewish Appeal
in coping with those problems. In this sense I feel the
mission was an obwvious success. Hence I will not review
those areas of fulfillment which I think can readily be
detected by the organization (U.J.A.), itself. And I
refuse to ponder over such things as food, accommodations,
free-time, transportation, side-tours, etc., that often
do become more central to thought, when travelling, than
the main objectives. Because, I feel, that when all is

said and done, the really lasting taste in one's mouth is



carried away, not by his delight or dismay over food
and accommodations, but, by his intellectual experience
regarding the objectives of the mission and by his emo-
tional experience with the group and directof.

As far as the intellectual objective goes, I under-
stood this to be "refugee needs." To study the needs
of Jewish migration from areas of oppression and suppres-
sion to areas of the free world and to Israel--this was
the "stated objective." (And it must be differentiated
from the "implied objective," of which I will speak a
little later.) Now This objective was very clear from
the beginning, and was very clear at the end. But some
where along the line near the mid-point of the mission,
this objective seems to have receded into the background.
Whereas in EBurope this objective was so clear as the
group was exposed to the operations of the Jewish Agency,
the Joint Distribution Committee, and United HIAS--once
in Israel, it seems to have receded into the background
while the euphoria over Israel's recent military victory
took center stage, and the whole mission program seemed
to be transformed into one of sightseeing and general
education.

In other words, the thread that was so closely



followed in Europe, from Marseilles, to Haifa (with some
qualification, see below), was somehow less carefully
followed in Israel. This may sound somewhat harsh. And
I suppose it is. After all, weren't we audience to a
number of speakers and witness to some live operations
related to the needs of refugees? Certainly, we were.
But my own feeling on this matter is that the major sub-
ject of study, once in Israel, "absorption"--was not seen
for what it really is, and that much more time and energy
could have been spent in planning a more coherent examina-
tion of that singular refugee problem, even if it meant
spending a week at Mitzpeh Ramon!

Actually, even before arrival in Israel I found there
existed a problem of historical-geographical progression.
Rather than beginning the mission in Marseilles, then going
to Geneva, then to Germany, then to Vienna, then to Athens,
and finally to Haifa; wouldn't it be much more instru-
mental--in view of the historical facts important to the
purpose involved--to begin the mission with the sheer
impact of Germany, then to go to Geneva, the general head-
quarters for operations of the relevant agencies. This
seems an excellent spot for familiarizing the group with

the theoretical framework of the various agencies which



receive funds from the U.J.,A. A thorough briefing of the
functions of each agency and of their inter-relationships
or overlappings would be most instructive before going
into the "field." A more generous use of statistics and
budgetary data might also be helpful in adding illustra-
tion to the operations of the agencies involved. After
Geneva, the next logical stop would be Vienna, since it
happened historically that Jews made their way through
this transit point to fhe free world and to Israel long
before Marseilles became an important migration center in
modern times. Hence Marseilles would be the next, and
last, logical Europeaﬁ stop. The group,lat this point,
would see the operations of the more recent Jewish migra-
tion. It seems that this plan of geographical progression
would more closely follow the historical facts and would
help make for a clearer and more logical understanding of
the whole problem of Jewish migration. I feel that Athens
could be dropped from the itinerary. Greece is beautiful,
and the J.D.C. does operate there; but I think that as it
is used--for rest and recuperation--it only functions to
break up the continuity of the subject. Marseilles to
Haifa would best hold together the conception of Jewish

migration from North Africa to Israel (via Europe) .



Once in Israel, from Haifa thereafter, I think,
in order to accomplish as much as possible in accordance
with the stated objective, the whole mission program
ought to be geared higher to the subject of refugee
"absorption, * whatever that problem demands. Rather than
spending five days on an anglicized kibbutz, in isolated
pear-picking, five days spent in a development town such
as Mitzpeh Ramon would be a much more valuable experi-
ence (one that would foster a positive response in the
way of commitment to a contemporary problem; rather than
a negative response to a historical movement which most
American Jews have a hard time understanding). Albeit
~a development town such as this does not paint a pretty
picture, it does give one exposure to the REAL problems
of import which confront the Jewish Agency for Israel,
and would indubitably evoke obligation to practical solu-
tions on the part of observing mission participants.

Thus I have expressed, hopefully, a few ideas and
recommendations I feel will add to the emerging storehouse
of knowledge that the 1967 U.J.A. University Study Mission
can rightfully be proud of. I could have chosen to dwell
on the memories of joy and gratification--such as climbing
Massada, sightseeing in the Sinai, tree-planting in

Jerusalem, swimming at Ein Gedi, etc., etc., etec.--but I



think that what I have undertaken has a much more posi-
tive value as it may be helpful in future study missions.
Now I come to a more insecure topic, the discussion and
conclusions of which I'm not so sure about. But they are
my candid thoughts, and I will express them here for
whatever they are worth. It all centers around the issue
of "group composition."
Some might argue that it is not an issue at all.
But I feel that it, iﬁdeed, is a most fundamental issue
that can make or break group efficiency and achievement.
I might start by admitting that there is a definite
risk inherent in selecting individual participants by
" soliciting recommendations from prominent fund raisers
in the numerous local Jewish communities throughout the
nation. Inevitably, many of these people are going to
recommend their own sons. Why not? What mother or father
in her or his right mind wouldn't love to see her or his
son take advantage of such an opportunity? To have one's
son go to Europe and Israel with the U.J.A. is a highly
legitimate wish for any American Jewish parent. It is
rightly so because it is an excellent approach to the
problems facing Judaism today. But--let us not forget

those few little wofds in the solicitor's letter: "based

-
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on potential leadership on campus and in the community."
(What I like to think of as the "implied objective.")
These are often glossed over by the one who makes the
recommendation; or, in any event, it may just be wishful
thinking on the part of one who thinks that this young
Jew, heretofore inactive in Jewish affairs, may come back
from a University Study Mission completely committed to
activity in the local Jewish community. Thus the parent
often overlooks the capacity of the son for being active,
for leadership, merely hoping for it. Very positive
thinking, but, I don't think the U.J.A. can rely on this
type of thinking for its investment in leadership poten-
tial. All would be very nice if the U.J.A. had a separate
program every year that took so many young Jews to Europe
and Israel, at a reasonable fee, simply to give them the
benefit of a unigque experience and education. But the
U.J.A. doesn't have this kind of program. It has neither
the time nor the resources to support such a program.
Hence there is an obvious need for a much more definitive
selection of individuals. After all, if these small
annual groups are to become the vanguard of future Jewish
leadership, then they must have with them the credentials
or qualifications that can assure their backer that they

are a worthy investment. -



Perhaps I can use myself as an example, though I
do not think I fit this task as well as a few other
participants of the First Mission. Frankly, one of my
biggest surprises came at the end of the mission when
I felt that by participating in the First Mission I had
obliged myself to become an active member of the local
campus-Hillel program. If this came as a surprise to
me it was partially due to my own naivete'regarding the
function and rationale of the U.J.A. Study Mission, but
equally due to the U.J.A. itself. Where I find the U.J.A.
at fault is in.the very beginning. The idea of commit-
ment and obligation to local campus-Hillel program
was, simply, not emphasized encugh in the beginning. If
it had been, chances are that 40% of the membership would
have shyed away. It is my honest opinion that this
large a percentage had no intention of becoming active
upon return from Israel. I must include myself in this,
though I also must admit that my commitments may undergo
‘radical change in the near future. But, aside from myself,
I observed that in others there was a profound reaction
and resistance to the barrage of propaganda that was
discharged in attempt to instill this feeling of obliga-

tion, as the mission progressed. Hence I feel, in L
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sympathy to the aims of the U.J.A., that an examination
of recruiting should be made for future missions. One
suggestion might be to add a postscript to_letters of
solicitation emphasizing the "leadership" aspect.

In all the above I am not trying to take a defensive
stand--because I, personally, feel I have more to offer
the Jewish Community en masse in other areas than fund
raising leadership--I am merely making recommendations
that might aid in ensuring group unity and efficiency.
This is exactly the point on which I feel that the '67
University Study Mission was sorely lacking in success.

When there is a knowledge of what is expected of one,
and when there is a unity of purpose amongst the members
of a group, then a group functions efficiently in working
towards its objectives. My own experience, and in
collaboration with others, brought me to the conclusion
that there existed a large gap between the U.J.A. as
an organization devoted to certain ends, and certain
student members devoted to other ends. I think this gap
arose because there were certain individuals that partici-
pated who were the obvious consequences of a faulty mode
of selection. 1In other words, there were some individuals

who were present in the mission purely for reasons of their
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own pleasure, uncommitted to the objectives of the
mission, and I'm sure uncommitted to any obligations

in their local Jewish communities. Once this became
apparent, there developed a friction between the wvarious
factions that developed within the group. Thus tension
rose, and group efficiency was diminished. Personality
conflicts developed, and the maturity of the group was
pulled down by the lowest common denominator. A few
potential leaders emerged, and a few adventurists with-
drew from the group completely. I could go on and on

and on decrying the petty conflicts which arose through-
out the mission, and were in a large part responsible for
hampering the smooth efficiency of group unity. But I
see no point. Any group will be subject to the human
failings in interpersonal relationships; but, at least,

a group which is united in purpose may overcome petty
differences. Hence the need for a more discriminating
machinery for participant selection.

My recommendation is that those who are selected
must be so on a very qualifying basis. Verbal commitment,
if no past evidence can be prcduced. There must be
worked out a coherent formula for selecting individuals,

even if it means lowering the fare of some individuals
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(by scholarship, or loan, or something). Letters of
recommendation, alone, simply will not provide the
cream of the crop. All it takes is about three indi-
viduals who are not willing to accept the objectives
of the group to spoil the functioning of that group.

In conclusion to this brief report on the "experi-
mental®™ mission, I would like to say that I feel very
good about having participated in it. As I said before,
I consider it one of the greatest experiences of my life.
I feel very happy to have known all the members; the
director, Rabbi Chinitz; Rabbi Friedman; and all those
anonymous contributors to the program. I left the
experience with a good taste in my mouth; and, if I do
not find myself active on campus at this point, right
now, I do foresee a future contribution to Judaism and
its survival. I hope the communication that has been
bridged between world Jewry, the U.J.A., and myself shall

continue. I see a significant success in this factor

alone.




From: William Pinsky

The trip is onj; the trip is off! Ve're going to Europe, but not to Israzl! These
were all the rumors that preceeded the Tinal telegram telling us cf the mesting in
New York on the morning of June 22 and the departure that evening for Europe and Israel.
These were the rumors and finally the facts that built up the excitement prior to the
meeting in New York. Instead of the tensiecn and anticipation reaching itcs clirax
at the meeting, it only increased and continued to build even through the first mom-
ents of the flight that evening. But what I would like to point out here is that it was
throngh no great endeaver of the UJA that this occurred. The reason I feel this way
is because the only thing I could seec accomplished at that first meeting was a small
briefing of final preparations for the trip such as money exchanges, baggage, a2nd etc.
I do understand however that a program of some sort was planned but because of the
emergency fund and Herb Friedman's ebsence, the program had to be abortde, Tor this
reasch perhaps ry criticism is not 100% valid, but what should be done is a re-exan-
ination of the agenda that had been planned and evaluate it %o see if it actually
would have been a valid br efing to our trip. But perhaps more inherent than This is
the background work which should hawve been carried out during the spring months prior
to our arrival in New York. There was an atterpt with the sending of various books
(which I might add, not everyone received) to the participants, but the idea of cov-
ering the objectives of each part of our trip and moreover the oversll purpose of our
mission was not touched at all;until we reached New York and even then it was only a
feeble attempt. This reminds me of another point that perhaps I missed earlier, and
that concerns the organizationd with which we were to be preoccupied: the J.C, Jewish
Agency, and United HIAS., As you know, I have had a fairly good conception of what these
are and what they do, so for me, the small amount of talking we did about them in New

York was sufficient, but I know from contact with some of the other participents, that

o

e confused with who did what and where. I'm not saying
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they were re2lly left qui
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that there should be elaborate speeches preparsd to explain to us the details of each

group, but what could have been done was sending us inforration prior to Yew York to



explain to us what organizations we will be meeting with and outlfngiwhat they do.
This covld have even cleared up a lot of confusion at our encounters with merbers from
these groups in various cities,

So much for the time spent in New York and in transit to larseille, except in the
future, Rabbi, I think you should publish a list of the meals that will be served
on the plane for Asherman.

In ligrseille, as we were in every city, we were met in a very hospitable way
with all the arrangements made for us. As for our stay at Fontolivet-- the building
itself with ots accomodations for sleep and meals were really fairly adequate, but the
only real objection was that it was located so far from the héart of town. For a while
many of us thought EKarseille was a small fishing pert of only 100,000 people instead of
a major port of one million., 3ubt actually I i‘eeithat there is no real nezd for vs to
stay in a downtown hotel because our arrangerment with a bus meeting us in various
places worked fairly well, but of course if there are no refugees at lontolivet then
our stay there would of—course be pointless, unless as lostoar would say, "He could get
the feel of the place." As for our stay in larseille, I'm sure you remerber from our
gripe session that we pretty much agreed that our stay there was too long. In spszk-
ing of our length of stay in larseille, you might feel it necessary to cut out some
activities if was were to shorten the time there. What we could do is delet:some aspects
such as the Sunday on the island, although it was fun, it was not necessary, and also
some activigies could have been corbined, such a;?":ﬁriefing witﬁ -r., Garcey done at
like a dinner meeting., By the way, I was very miuch irpressed with lr. Garcey and
with the way he spoke with us. I do wish we could have spent mbre time at the ORT
school and perhaps had lunch with some of the instructors and students as we did in
Geneva, The opportunity of meeting the man at the boat was terrfic, but I'm afraid
that cannot be arrenged every yeaz‘*. Some of us did make use of our -opportunity to
meet the inhabitants of liontelivet wheih nade cur stay there worthwhile, I do not
think you éhould wobry ypurself with the complaints of free time, because if it hap-

pened that we had a free afternoon or evening once in awhile, that was enouzh. I



don't think anyone needed a great deall of free time every day. After all, we were
there for a purpose, and it was not to visit the opera every night.

I guess Geneva was added on to our schedule after lorocco and Poland had to be
dropped, but I rmst say it was a welcome addition. First of 2ll we learned a lot; good
briefings by JDC, and HIAS wasn't all that bad so that they covld not improve in the
future. The atnosphere at Ceneva with its peacefulness mixing with t‘:!tié importance as
one of the diplomatic capitals of the world added to the exciterent. The ORT school
which we visited actually surrriesed me greatly. First of all I was impressed with
the administretive staffe we met and also enjoyed the lunch with the students, I
had a fine tslk with one of the Africans at luncﬁ.-"‘.gven though we disagreed on many
many subjects about the U.S.J I felt I learned a bit zbout the African mind, Of
course our accorodations in Ceneva were not the best, but I believe we 211 survived,

Next our journey took us to Imnich, an unforgettsble experience in the true sense
of the word., Will we forget Dychau, will we forget Berchtesgarten, will we forget lerb
Friedman's talks to us, All that was very impressive to us, who had only heard abouf.
Germany émd its mysteries from books and movies, and then all of a sudden there we
were in the middle of it. One thing worries me though, how mch of the drama of the
situation did Rabbi Friedman cause, With his dramatic voice and personality, every-
thing was magnified, I hope that not a major part of what we felt in Germany was
caused by Friedrman, because I am sure that in the future trios he will not be :sresent
to direct the drama. Ve 2ll appreciated J,chau, with or withoub Friedwan there, and
almost the same for Berchtesgarten although his dramatic dialogue was noticeably pres-
ent, Actually Rabbi Friedman created an atmosphere in Iunich and Berlin which had
not really been present before in the trip. You might say Cerrany ii'—self created it,
But I think it was helped along a great deal by Friedian., In the future, this feeling
of tension and excitement might nresent itself with out any outside help, but I feel
it's somethins to watch ouk for. 4s far azs ghat we did in mnich of course Pachau
was indispensable and Berchtesgarten even with its commercialism was good. I enjoued

the Deutches Imseum as mch as I have the Smitsonian but there was also a very good



art museunm which Jim Friedman and I visited one afterncon, but that was something
extra-curricular and had no real bearing on our trip as planned. But somethig that
did have bearing on our trip was omitted for various reasons was a meeting with the
FMunich branch of DIS. I know we had discussed this previously so I'm just adding
it as a reminder,

Berlin was an experience, not for its Jewish syrbols to us, but mainly as its
role in world history., Cur touring of East Perlin and even our glimpses of VYest Berlin
were definitley worthwhile and although they did lack direct contact to our aim of the
trip, they added to our total experience and actually emerged as an extension of our
purpose, I'm sure ¥ _ou remerber our meeting with The D13 in Berlin and how they
outshined our meeting the previous night with the Jewish students. I am sure that
the DIS get-together will contimme in future p2ans, but I also faei':%:;; l\t;'nr.’.'r:m.nt.er
with the Jewish students was nothing special, it did have its values and should be
continued,

I suppose we have now arrived in Viennz, in the grasps of lr. Fink., Vienna was
definitely well planned and we all fors:w this after the meticulous way Fink handled
us at the airport and at the hostel.. Frobably though, the only thirgs I will remem-
ber Vienna for are the visit to Eisenstadt, the beautiful art miseum, Schoenau, and .
the rainy days. Tha* might sound fairly harsh, for I have not even merrtioned hatt-
bausen, Something happened at iatthausen, perhaps it was the large group of us troop-
ing through, but in ark case, nit until we reached the quarry did I reagain some of
the feeligg I had sensed at Dachan, That is why in the future trips I feel that if a
trip to Dachau had been made, then the long excursion to latthavsen would be super-
fluous. 4&nd of cotrse there was Schoenau., It's funry, but the two big things in
Vienna for us might not be there in the future: the refugees at Schoenan and Gabriel
in Eisenstadi. That's why if iaib say Viemna is important for future trips, 211 I
could say is it would be impottant only if you can guarantee Babriel in Zisenstadt and
some refyugzes in Schoenav,

Now to Athernc, our last roosting spot befure we reach Zion! Athiens was defin-

itely 2 zood spot &0 stop and relax before we carried on onr journeys. IMrs. Askkinazy



was very helpful and did have things planned for u-. In the future thouzha it seems she
=eould only have that morning iour and briefing for us s unless there is anpther Arab-
Israeli war with refugees coming from Egypt to Creece, Otherwise if time is of the
essence, a flight from Vienna to Tel Aviy would not be unjust.
So we have finally reached Israel, the land of milk and honey, the land of Zion,

Our accomodations in laifa could not have been better., The service and psople at Shul~
anit were really tép-drawer, especially considering we were expecting the worst. EBut
what about our time in Haifa? I was kind of confused about the murpdse that our time
there was directed toward, You knew we all agreed that our session with Cormmander
Harburger was worthwhile and exciting but perhaps it was the leftdown of finally
reaching what we had all been awaiting, but right after our meeting at'tre Aliyzh Bet
boat, the exciterment seemed to drain, Haifa itself had an air of excitement eith

the dockyard, Technion City, and the comstruction of the Haifa University. I don't
believe there is any question that what we did in Haifa was worthwhile, but there was
some indefinable fe«ling around that we were "rumning in place," The discussions in
the evening were informative and helped to pave the way for the even finer ones to corwe,
There is a possibility, as many of the group had mentioned, that there should have

been some information on Israel presented to us verbally either in Athens or Hzifa,

but actnally, we are all old enougg' s;: if we want to know something we can find it,

After our visits to the excavations and our soeial call on the Druse we headed

north to Safed via a stop at Acrs, Acre was very interesting to see and I think we
apent just enouzh time there, almost too mucji. Acre actually was handled very well,
those who wanted to stick with Schmliz were welcome to, but thers was no oblizaton.

I suppose if the scalpel had been applied earlier %to our itnerary, stopovers swsh as
this one could have been shortened. I really do tnderstand why we spent those few

days at Safed, 'lhen rou first think about it, we really did not see thai swmch of ime
portant value there, sure we had 2 walking tour at night and we saw some of the artists!
quarters, but does that justify a twoe day stopover there,? lo, but since we used 5afed
as a2 hase to travel out from, our stay was justified. It may appear I anm talking in

circles, but what I'm trydong to say os that in future trips we only need stay in Sapfed



as lons as &t is necessary to see the surrounding area. I really enjoyde our little
trips to the Tiberias area, but one thing I must mention, you almost had’z\mtiny at
the Hachal post when wé*i‘ ::arced to lasve. That is the kind of thing when we're all en-
joying ourselves we should be able to have a flexible enough schedule so %o be able to
devote more time there. And also at Spfed, we had a very gnjoyable and informative
talk with I believe lir. Keisar, and I really felt erbarassed when you secemed compelled
to shorten our discussion by saying many of the boys wanted free time. This brings me
back to my sore point about this free tize, Free time is not that ruch of a necessity
where we should have to cut short a discucsion to placate several boys' whimsical and
thoughtless desires. We were on the trip to learn, and if our learning interferes with
out free time, well, I wonder which should be hurt!

Next, we group of wandering Jews found ourselves at the thresholfl of hard labor
at the hands of a Simpn legree kibbutznik, I'm being sarcastic of course. Actually there
is not too ruch t0 discuss-a@bout Kfar Blum, you know pretiy rmch how we felt about
our accomodations and what we did. TYou know of course we would have rather lived with
the workers and also worked with themyp not ourselves and the other volunteers. So
enough for a sore snot of the trip.

I guess this was the point of the trip where after our meeting with you and
Friedman that we decided to let you put the knife to teéh trip. Well you did and we
started off by skipping the water project, cutting short our visit in lNazareth, and by-
passing Caesaria. I did nobt miss anything at the water project but I feel Nazarsth
was a li.ttle bit different. As far as the old town of Nazareth was concerned, for my
part we could have omitted enitrely, it was dirty and of no real interest since the
churches and etc. there had ridiculous admission prices. But for the development
town of Nagzareth and our talk with the mayor there we could have spent more time.

And as some did mention at the time, we sort of felt a little rude 1h cutting the
mayor off so short. Pleasc note that I am not blaming you for $his, becavse I real-
ize the estimated time of our activities was innaccurate as we experienced a long
wait at the airport.

Believe it or not, I enjoyed Eilat very ruch. It was hot as hell there, the rooms
3 J O Wi )



were hot, and the service in the restauran® was just plain lousy, but what we did
there was fine., The opportunity to see how close Eilat is to Aéaba, the port and re-
fineries, and just to be able to appreciate the area made our stay enjoyable. This is
one place I definitely would recommend for future groups. And what can I sau about
our discussion with the mayor? I t had to be one of the best we had in Israel; he was
pleasant, informative, and I feel treated us with a great deal of respect. (By the way
what are the rumors I have haerd that he is no longer mayor of Eilat?)
I found our drive up the Negev to lMigzpe Rimon vér_v enjoyable despite the heat.
Our lunch at the kibbutz was good because for the first time at a kibbutz where we '
dined, we were spoken to by a menber to explain to us the operation of the kibbutz,
This I definitely recommend for every kibbutz where the group stdps to eat relax, or
do otherwise. The gtop at King Solomon's lines was not indispensable to the trip %1% I
cannot see why there would be anything to force this out of the schedule. And what
about Mifzpe Rimon? You know prett}:x L ch enjoyed the dinner that night and many of
us met residents @&f the commnity during the day. T; feel that a stop at a falter-
ing development town is invaluable but the town selscted for a visit chould be care-
_ fully chosen, for an endeavor such as we carried out could easily fall falt in our face,
After our stay in the hostcl me continuned our trek across the desert with inter-
mediate stops at Avdat, Sde Boker, and Tzin Canyons This was a day chock full of
clirbing, ruins, and hot thirsty boys. (men?d This was also a day t.hai‘;'-.:};e of our
most worthwhile; Avdat was interesting,:_although by this point our interest inruins was
.fading; and those of us who clirbed down the canyon thought that it was terrific,
It lee;nt us a bit of excitement and adventure that we all needed, beside having the
opportunity to witness beauty. We went to Sdom for lunch which doesn't deserve a com-
ment except that the tobacco soup was just very untantalizingly god awfullll! We made
it to lassada with a stopeff at God's own paradise, Ein Cedi, I feel zlso that dzy
you made a very wise choice by omitting Dimona, for that day was very full, but not
too full so as hot to be able to aporeciate it. I'm not really sure what happened taht

night that brought about our discussion to leave lassada and go straight to Beersheva



but those boys who missed first of all our comrand car trip, and then the clird to
Fassada, missed one hell of a lot. The half day in the cars was just enoagh to again
give us some excitement (and of course the ggod rays, we all wanted that tan!) and
beauty. Thewe is nothing too mmch to be said about our day atop IZssada. It is some~
thine we all looked forward to and finally appreciated when we got there, but if T
were to start talking about our time spent at the inn and our accomodations I could go <«
for ever an ever. You know it was bad and there is no real solution save for The UJA
to build a luxury hotel there or next year possibly stay at Arad and clirb it from ﬁhaé
side. Beersheva was next on our list and iy was a real shame there was nothing to
allow us a longer stay at the Desert Tnn, Our little excursion to the Sinai with the
Colonel was enjoyed by one and all not even to mention Kenny Rubenstein, Ferhaps we
shoult have had some sort of briefing on Beersheva 2s a developrent town, but as it
turned out 2 few of vs learned 2 bit from some people in the town.

So we continued our journey to Tel Aviv where we were put up at the Juxury hotel
of luxury hotels, the Yarkon, I will not bitch about the Yarkon because I feel Jim
Friedran and I did enough of that at the time, Vhat about our time in Tel Aviv? Our
one free day wes aporeciated. Personally I spent it in Cgesaria and enjoyed it a sreat
deal., Our visit to ialben was good, it was hand'ed well and we learned enough,

Weizman Institute was alright, I don't know how it could be improved, but it just wasn'y
anything exciting, Perhaps in the future-a trip to the ORT school should be planned.
We should nave had the opportunity to compare it to the one' in Turope. This could be
just with me, but somehow the cocktail party we had planned just did not seem to come
off right. I met a lot of the guests there but nothing seemed to excite me too rmuch,

Anyway, on to the city of gold, Isreel's own divided city that has been allowed
to unite itself once more. The nine days wc spent therz cannot be described adequately.
The little things we did and saw.are £eyend Aescription. The facse of the people in
the o0ld city we witnessed in our several trips thore were so expressive; too expres-
sive for words., e learned a great deal visually and even in a small talk several of

us had witha Jordanian gaide. On the sabbath eve in a home 211 had good times and wore



of this sort of thing should be done in the future, The trip to Herzl's forb, the
Kenesset, Xennedy forest, the memorial to the six million, and the llebrew University
are just some of the things you have to do when in the area., As for our briefings in
the evenings, there is 2lmost nothing to say you do not know., Fach one was very good
in its own right, with the excention of Colonel Bar-Cn's which was exceptional in its
own right. Was our time in Jerusalem well spvent? How could it have been anything
other than that, and no we were noi there too long a reriod ofl times Our time there
was put to use very eifectively!

Paris, what Lo say about Poris? -t would have been nice to have been able to
stay longer. hut no big deal. Ve did not go on the trip to see Faris or any other
city, but as I said before wz were on the trip to study and learn.

For some comments in general as to our trip and the ones in the future, Our trip
was organized as well as could be expscted considering the emergency fund happening at
the sare time., Certain things in the preparation which could be improved include
better literatvre, pamphle*s books and etc., sent to the.participants in the months pre-
ceeding the trip, and as I said in the beginrning, the meeting in New York could have
been more informative., About the participants -- the rerbers of our trip seemed that
they had not been well selected, Some at first seemed tocconcerned with free timz and
did not take our purpose seriously enough. OCtiers did not either have the maturity
or intelligence to be able to cope with wvhat we encountered and to ;_mtE'Cin’f.o focus.
There §s nothing to be said about the conflict of personalities that occurred, for
thaf. will always happen, bgt it can be alleviated someghat as I said before, by more
carefully screening the applicants. Jow for the big question, should there be girls
on the tour? I can see no reason in any shaje or form why they should be included.
the problems caused by their inclusion canno? be stimated because there wouls be 50
many. I feel we had enough proclers and should shy awsy from any plans that might

possihly increase our difficulti

-
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Did our trip accomplish what it set out to d@o? That cepends wnetier the ain

sras such S1zi wae srasented to us in New York. If the aim was to open oue eyes to



problers in Europe concerning life there and the immigration of Jews and if the purp-
ose was to introduse Israel as country and as apeopie to us, then the goal was pract-
ically attained, If instead the real purpose ﬁas to cultivate future commnity lead-
ers then the trip failed, because obviously since you know the menbers of our trip
well enough, you yoursell can see that only a few top leaders could possibly emerge.
One thing is for sure, everyone of us including the Three thisketeprs, hve been made

aware and can appreciate the problems in the world.
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ANALYSIS OF 1967 UJA STUDY MISSION

This report wlll be divided into several parts, =zch
dealing with the different places visited by the 1957 Uni-
versity Study Mission.

NEW YOR3K

Possibly b=csuse I ceme XzkE to the meeting late, my first
reaction was "What's going on here?® I think that all the
booklets and other literature we received in New York should
have been sent to us orior to the trip, zs it took up what
turned out to be much n=eded svece in my luggage, Ye should
also have been informed that we would be paying for our own
alrvort taxes and for part of our teals in Israel, ~or the
future, I would suggest reising the initizl cost of the trip
by the amount of thess expenszs, as rationing money for them
proved to be annoying.

HARSEiLLE

Definitely should be on itinerary. Our biefings with
Mr. Gercy, trip to ORT inst=llations, andi living in Mt.
Olivet e=xposed us to snmetaing that manv of us hadidn't the
faintest idea existed, I feel staving at Mt, Olivet, eoll
kidding aside, served a very practical nnrpﬁse; The Jewish
community was ~lso very recentlive and 2lmost succeeded in
making me feel m=z"at home.” The trip to 3Bandor was worthwhile=-
it felt zood to h=2ve som= relaxstion.

GENEVAX

If Genevn is to be included »z2in, it should b after
flarseille, 2s it was on this trip. I cennot help but feel
that a2ll the briefings we had in Geneva mnde sense only be-
cause we had just seen the subject of these briefings in

operation in Merseille, I didn't like the student hostel



on two counts— it was too far out of the city, and it was
Just plsin crumby. I would rather h=ve spent those two nights
at the Hotel Bristol,
MUNICH

I didan't like Munich- 1t seemed to be alien, and even
hostile- but I'm gulsd it was included, I attribute this
feeling to what I've read about thes Nazi period; I counld
really R"fe=21" what I've read about Nazism all around me.
It was here that I realized the Jewish youth dissgreed
radic=1ly with their elders about Judaism in Germanv. I
would balance every‘briefing or lacture that is given by =n
adult-ﬁember of the comnunity with one given by 2n informed
and interested student. Of course, the tour of Dachau
was very moving. The trip into Bavaris and to thes "Eagle's
Nest" was also very worthwhile (including the saltmin=),
BERLIN

Worthwhile, not =0 much for its Jewish siznific-nce, but
to se2e 2 city thet plays an imnortzant part in tod=sy's world
politiecs., Th= sccommodations wers fine, but I'd suzgest
that meal tickets be ziven out like in Vienna, rather thon
hav= to =2t at the Jewlish Cormmunity Center. Rabbl Friedman's
briefing =2bout Polsnd was very iateresting, as well as our
discussion with members of the DIS,
VIENNA

Good accommodatisns (~2ltinush possibly location could X
have been closer to center of city) and excellent food,
Vienna vas definisely importsnt. It wos a different typs of
clty from what we had s=sen vunraviously, sni the trips to

Maltheusan =nd REisenstadt 2159 proved to be =nlight=ninz as



vell #2s moving. The idez of gilving out meal tickets was

very good znd worked out welly I liked beinz ~ble to go to
dinner or lunch at my own leisure, end having o Elaxixx choice
of what to eat,

ATAENS

I'm glad Athens was includedx because we got a much
needed rest, es well as a subtle introduction to what the
climate and tempo of &TIsrael would be like (and thus two less
things we'd have to smet used to)., The one and & half days we
spent here were just esnough- one dzy to see Athens, 2nd =
half a d=y to go to ths beautiful beach (Astaria). Athens
should be completely on free time- 2s it as,

In summing up the Zuropean part of the trip, it's very
hard to say what cities should be keont on the itrinerary snd
which should be deleted., Naturally, certain cities were more
significant and relevant t o the mission than others; but
all the cities did have something to offer, sand I feel each
one served a puroose in thelr own way. I think everything
did work out fine, so that there would have to be 2 good reason
to change tnese places or their order of visitation. I would
have liked to go to Casablanca, and iIf one city had to be
drfvped in place of this, I suppose it would have to be Athens.
But ss I said before, I thi~k Athesns did rrove useful =2s a
rest before going to Israel,

ISRAEL

With the departurse of Haifa, I feel, our status as a
study "mission" to Israsel ch=nsed ani e bec~me members of
one Zrenl tour. Our hriefinecs min Ho2ifs were s continuetion

of what we heard in Germany; but after Halfa, our briefinss



were xmrxconcern=sd more with Israel in gZenersl than Just
immigration to Israel. I'm not critical of this change of
subject matter- that's not the point, I just think that
while we were in Europe, the members of thes group felt as
though we had some sort of specizal status; and if we real-
1zed from ths beginninz of our stay in Israel that we were
Just another group sseing thas country, our exvectations of
how we would bes treated m would be lower. Where in Europe
we could =zpect contacts 2nd communicotion with the peopnle
to be arranged for us, Xin Israel we found that we were
depenedent upon ourselves for this,

Our stay in Kzfar Blum produced conflicting emotions.

As far as saccommodstions go- I was a little disspppointed
that we weren't stnying with the "people;" but then agsin,
thet air coniitioned room felt good. I'm sure we all felt
very much like outsiders; I contrasted tiis situation
with the one in Marseille.

After Kfar Blum we took 2 plane from Tel Aviv to Eilat,
I think we should have stayed in Tel Aviwv a few days first,
and then we should haves left for Eilat, We were away from
"civilization" for fivs d~ysS, 2nd I think most of us wanted
t§ spend some time in a blazxx cilty. Ve still would have been
able to comdlete our tour of the Negev, only Jurusalem would
have besn our final destination inkste=d of Tzl Aviv,

About our accommodations inlMitzps Remon- it was an
experience, and in this lig-t maybe worthwhile. Of course,
they wer=s orobshly the only accommod~tions for miles sround.,

Our stay at Madada was, like [Iitzpe Remon, an experience,
About the only discordent note here was our heated discussion

of whether 2abbi Chinitz should be the last word when 1t comes



to naking » decislon, or whethsr we should teake a vote evaery
tine we have an alternstive. I think the Rebbl Should have
had the last word- condsidereing the circumstances and his
ability to evalusite our mood, he was in a better position
than us to know what we would re=ally like.

When I first r=alized xw2'd be in Jerusalem for nine
days I couldn't imagine what we'd be doing there for so
long. But ss it turned out, I could have spent more time
there. I feel it was the highlight of the trips And the
Or-Gil wasn't really that bad.

Several eonditions brougat the tirip to a rather
bumpy(I thought) endinz. We w=re all anxious to g=t home-
while at the ssme time frustrated 2t only havSEEne d=y in
Paris (I heve since decided thzat one day was better than
none). Two airvort taxes (on=a completely unexpected) were
Xxuxsprung on us, and when we landed inParis we found we head
to psy for our own me=kls there. I would say that the
overwhelming desire to fin=1lly zet home helped to m=k= things
seem worse than th=y really ngi: I think that in the future
all particivants shnuld be‘gi?e;-? mininum samount of money to
bring =long for extra expenses. I don't think very many of
us got thru without sendinz for =ddkitionzl funds,

There sre many relesvant aqu=stions tha#i con be rxaised
about the mission. For instance, should the zroup b2 larger,
the same size, or smallsr? I thi k smellar- it should consist
of no more than 20 bhoys (the rang= of 18-24 years of age was
fine). This size, I think, would be learz= =nouczh to take
ajivant~ge of group rates, but smell enouch to p r7it inti-
mate and intellizable discussionss There shouldi definltely

be more p=o5le involved with these missions; a few zZroups,



comprised of 20 peowle =2ch, would perait this.

Should the grours be coed? No, but I thi 'k it would be
very useful to hnave similsr misslons created for girls, and
their itineraries could certainly cross once in a while, In
all honesty, I feel taat it would be too distracting 1f the
groups were mixed.

The greatest friction of the nission was cr=cted by the
many diversified personalities of the membesrs. Conflicts
caused by personality cleshes continued from the first day
until the last- and nrovided for many heatsd but beneficiesl
dlscussions, With the bens=fit of hindsight I can be khan®i¥
thankful for what I thouzht at first wx was a curse,

And last, but definitely not l-a2st, we had Rabbl Chinitz.
If this mission is to be measured as a success, a largepart
of it is due to hims I can only say that if any more UJA
University Study Missions arc: in the offing, I hops there are

enoush Rabbi Chinitzes to go around,



August 27, 1967

Deayr Aalbbl Chiniltz,

First of all, T wonld 1ike to tell vou that as of now I expect that
T will be attending the Decembar UJA-Hillel Leadersanlp Institute, and
would also like to than you for malling ne the plctures.,

More important, I would l1ike to thank you for this past sumuer's
¥isslon, which I conzider ore of the most siinificant and stimuiating
events of ny zntire (2nd still youn=) life,

You have slresdy reczived from me, in Vienna, some of my feelines
ori the various more "nesallve” aspscts of the trin., I will first
elaborate cn som2 of those.

They deal crimarily with thn rake-up of the *"Grour." I must say
that throush most of the trip T had the feeline I was traveline with
a group of hourgeois middle-acad eishteen year olds., It was some-
what of an "educational?” expsrience, Tor T must admit that prior to
this summer I hadn't been gquite ﬁmarn of tha existence of such a
thing, but aftex a week or so thegmewelty of the "educghtion” of it
began to wear aff.ome, and the Mavnerisnce" then begafi to wear on
me (as 1 thlnk it did on you, Smoolick, andisewveral others). At any
rate the constant public nageing abticut very retty matters dicd 1it-
tle to enhance the sunm-rs » ol an certain that there wers on the
teip many peorle who dislilted me much mors wioleutly than I dislited
them, but I think the difference lies in the fact that they camz to
d1sli%e n-» as a pesult of @y rejection of them, whereas T came to 2is-
like thenm slm;ly because they woulda't leave me &lone andi to “jquP.

Fersonally I elaim the ziaht to like whoa I 1ike, to eat with
whon I like, to talk #ith ifon I lice, and to communicat with whon
I like. I think ny exercisc of thes= rights was reacted against Te-
causs at ths start of “the"EFin fe Wave Presentslwith the lcea tnev
it was to be a "eroud” gxnaxienee, 'Thak Ve ﬂ%ra'“in thls thinz as
group,” ete., Tence many Essgm-~d" somegBort of "rbrht" to every in-
dividual in the grourp, te shake h1lglfoodgrisg@on=n, nis thoushis,
and his enotions, and theyarecagted againuﬁ gliese who refused to do
such sharine. _

I, for one, refnsgd. I “ink the Lasie rreoemise of the llissiors

xperience as a zroup Bxperisnca 15 fglsa, I do Aot helieve in eroup-

eat, group-think, or svoup-s motion, in ascending order of imrtor-
tance. Cating as a grouy may bs ches&per and nmore convanient {2lthoush

L |

0

the service ia undoubtedliy s -OTDLJ' but it+also isclates your sroup
fron the psople aroun? them, And half the'exrerience of a foreicn
country 1s the vecople arouad youy.d _case 'ca2n he made for grouv-
think and QIour-*'ob1c", I snprosed @ne can say that the intsrchance

of information, 1dsas, ani feelides %Yanefits an? stimulates all. But
I thinx thls interchanse will take vplace anyway on & smallsr lew2]l,
between smaller sroups of individuals and friends. Attemptine to
institutionalize 1t in the Ysroup evaluatlon sesslon® strikes me as
pretty much of a wast= of time (or at least I found it to be & waste
of ny time. I really 4idntt care to hear aboul the cockreachss in

|'
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someone elsats bhed, I had enoush bites of nmy own to seratch). I think
that there can be little "interchanza® on the level of twenty-five
people

Horeover, I (arain for ons) do nect cares to attempt to share my
thougrhts and emotions with anyone who naprens to he along on the trip,
T do not wish to wsar my soul on my sleave (for daws to rpaek 2t). Let
us farce 1it, 2 srour ETSHA Pron unlversitises all over the country; 2rd
fron an ece zroup 28 broad as elzhtaen to twenty-Tour, contzins



peovle of very dlverse levels of intellirsence and experience (and
personality). One cannot expect intimate commurication betwecn them
211, and I %Xnow that for me at least to convey many of the experlences
of the past summer would require intimate communication.

Those, then, are my major beefs: one, the officlal orientation
of the Mission as too much of a group experience, and not enourh of
an individual, personal rsvelation (and please, FLEASE, please please
please, no more zroup tours of concentration campst); and two, the
make-up (and unselectivity) of the group itself. I realize that it
would be suicidal to tell a one-hundred thousand dollar giver that
his son can't go on the trip. Why not try rakinm two eroups?

liow let me turn to more general comments. I can only describe the
Buropean section of the trip as absolutely stunning. Thls espe-
clally of Iarsellles becauses, for me, it was the first rezlly tan-
gible contact of my life with the impact and meaning of Judalsm and
the Jewish tradition. (If I can find 1t, I will enclose a letter I
wrote a2bout this to my perents at the end of the stay in larseilles).
After lMarseilles Geneva (and the "dotail™ work) was anticlimactic,
but still informative. I, like many others, did not "like" Germany,
but I think it was absolutely essentlial that we went thers, I would
suggest that in the future rmore oprortunities for nmeeting with
young people (on both & formal and informal basis) be arranged. (This
applies also to Israel),

I thin% that for future missions time in Foland is an absolute
must. I think it is there thai we could _have received the most
stirring and jJarrine Impact not only of what happened twenty-Tive
years ago (Auschwitz), but evenimore fmvortant,; what 1t haprened to.
I would surgest that very considerable time be devoted to the lat-
ter-~to achlisving a sense of the vitality and beauty of the culiure
that thrived there so long and 18 no more, @and a sense of the close
contacts of that now dead eulture to our oewn backerounds, and to
wnat should be our own sense of the present and future of oursslves
as Jews. I think a stay in Poland would vrobably dwarf the evperien-
ces of Tierma.(althouveh from a point of view of gensral interest
Vienna was my favorite clty).

iow, Israsl: I recall/ Zabbi Friedman tellline us & "far Blum that
the purpvose of our trip around Israa2l was to come to know and under-
stand that "feeling." I for one had fulfillsd that purpose beafore
we even landed in Israel, and it/ ramainad only for the symbolic act
of touching the soll, or lookins to the sky, to complete 1t. I think
.anyone wno even besgan to understand and react fully to our Zurorean
experilences couldn't hely but bscome inbued with some of the Fspirit
that 1s Israel. “hat remalns then is to keepr this feelins strong in
the face of usgly apartment houses, traffic jams, and the like, and
the best way to do that, for me at least, was sirply Dy takine plen-
ty of time for reflsction away from crowds and nolse--zt nileiht by
the ccean, by day riding throurha dessrt rmountains in an open cer--
thinkinz about the %ind of feelines that motlvate and movae 2 man
lika th=a one wao
the llegev. And I weouldn't have minded snendine mor=s time at
Falkan institusl A
Y - ] | 5L e

peonle thers wno nave S0 wich BbBehind thom.

svokze to us (briacly) at the educational centar in
J.|,,.‘
on or the aced in Tal Avivy, Jjust watchline thosa
a



that plane
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Tinal suzgestions dezal nobt so much with
"pre-trip." I think that before we ever got to llew York
we snould have had much mora information

even than we were subvplied with on ar

Ehook=larnin'--tackeround information in _utail on

ahout to ¥isit and the events we 7ere about to reecrcate.

rival).

the trip as

with the

to gt on
than we did (or

am talkins now abouv

the nlaces we were

It is very

difficult to achiswve simulizneous dissenination of information ani
experience of emotion. Thus we shonld
about

Dachau or Hitler's rise to rowe

but to come to a dramatic understandl
be jolted by the sicrht of a sas chamber and to suddenly not just

% -
KO

in

eive

glive
can't get to the CoREYOT:

know in detail lons beforehani
r. The exrverience of a concen-
tration camp visit then is not to learn ahout what was done and how,

nr of historicsl contexzts--to

bacroeround inf orma*ior wenid

eglsn

that Hitler "’3ﬂ'u Hayman, butsto fesl 1t.
Israel, on the other hanl, nore
us a betterymnd evxtdﬂ“‘"v gf “Th=W e Were Secinggand
us a much hetiereround uvon vhich to Laue our ques tiOﬂb—-"Du

first have an 1dea ehout! wkat they ere.

I supposs

that's about 1t, then, for tonight.

arsizl end weally relevant issues unless vou

foain T want to

emphasize that I eonsider the lission to have Heen an absolutely

incredivle ex ﬁLriense, end a zreay suecess. My sugsestions

(2nd cri-

ticisms) are simply ways in walch I thin* future missions can be
ereatly improvad. I hove that they are of some use to you.

My school address for this year

Alan ! Brody
15204 Yale Gtation
Yew Haven, Comm., 06520

7ary 'stncegrely yours,

will be:

M Bl
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as conpelling as gtne song of ‘“e Palmagi vast Bli sang for us ana

w

ll'h
t
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REPORT ON THE 1967 UNITED JEWISH

APPEAL UNIVERSITY STUDY MISSION

" Charles Eisenberg
Brandeis University



Mankind has, over the past few centuries, become quite
enamoured to what is commonly called the "scientific method" of
investigation. This alludes to the structured and ordered process
of investigation by which man can reach a logical solution to his
problem, and is generally divided into the areas of theoretical
and experimental investigation. I, and twenty-five othér young
men had the pleasure this past summer to serve in an experimental
capacity as what are commonly called guinea pigs. But we also
have the unusual and unique opportunity to evaluate the data ob-
tained in this experiment, and to attempt some observations con-
cerning the relative success or failure of our "mission".

This report is, despite the rather flip introduction, to be a

serious report, and will even attempt that small degree of objectivity
which the writer possesses; But the reader must be warned to con-
sider all statements in relation to their author, and to react
accordingly.

As it is far easier to discuss places than people or thoughts,
let us now return to Marseille, France, late Friday, June the
twenty-third. Twenty-six bone weary Americans depart Air Inter
flight #633 and begin the 1967. U.J.A. University Study Mission.
Perhaps the most significant thing about Marseille was that it was
first. Everything was new, everyone still relatively friendly,
and Mr, Garcy did an excellent job of acquainting us wifh the

operations in that area of the world., Despite some unnecessary



repetition, the lectures tended to be informative, and perhaps
lﬁéfe significantly, very exciting and inspiring. Mr. Garcy and

the other speakers brought the refugee problem to life, injected

a sense of urgency into it; then gave us physical proof of what
they had told us. In particular, we were brought to refugee cen-
ters and met a ship of new arrivals from Tunisia; and these ex-
periences, coupled with the information being fed us, served to
demonstrate clearly the true nature of the refugee situation. In
passing, it should also be noted that we were entrusted with con-
fidential material which if'nothing else, made us feel part of what
was happening. On the less serious side, the Jewish community

of Marseille gave us a warm reception repleate with contemporary
females (notably lacking at later such receptions) and made us feel
guite at home., For four dsys our leisure time was constantly full,
and through discussion or banter, the gap between the American

and French Jew was bridged and crossed several times. You can't
find out about a country merely by looking at it; one has to feel
it and probe its people to really understand, For us, the jewish
community of Marseille provided an important link to France and
European judaism. ‘ﬁﬁt;‘they were friends, a most precious
commodity for anyone in our position. Thus, Marseille began the
mission in an excellent fashion. There were technical problems,

mistakes, tension, and tiredness. Nevertheless, this was far out-

weighed by the urgency of the situation, the program presented by



Mr. Garcy, and the wonderful reception, provided by Marseille
jewry.

A short stay in Geneva preceded our entrance into Germany.
The Cit€ Universite notwithstanding, Geneva might well be a lovely
place; but we saw little of it. Unlike Marseille, little contact
was made with local people on an informal basis until the last
night. Moreover, while the JDC-Jewish Agency briefing was quite
adequate, the United Hias Service merely wasted our time. The
ORT School also provided g significant touch of information, but
no more., In the final analysis, there was nothing of significance
about the stay in Geneva that could not have been presented any-
where else, and without tiresome traveling and haphazard accommo-
dations,

We come now to Germany, and a very difficult problem. For
Germany is a country of contraditions, and without a background
knowledge of this country, one merely becomes confused. Unfor-
tunately, our short experience in Germany dealt with the two ex-
tremes, and then only cursorally. Munich represented unreconstruc-
ted Germany and gave a clear picture of the Nazi era, sometimes
eloguently, sometimes powerfully, and sometimes ironically. And
while the stay there might well have been shortened, the general
effect was as to have been desired. However, Berlin was a con-
tradictory experience, especially when one includes the Wall. It

is impossible not to feel sympathetic towards the courage of the



West Berliners, and I doubt that the experiences of Munich and
Berlin were ever fully molded into a comprehensive\%ééiof post-
war Germany by any member of the group. One additional point
should be made about Germany, as it affected the rest of the trip.
The combination of the strains of being in Germany, attempting to
grasp an emotional subject, andmost of all, being virtu&lly iso-
lated from the people and society around us created much tension,.
within the group which I doubt was ever alleviated.

The Vienna experience can be dealt with briefly and the Greek
not at all. The only significant parts of Vienna were those trips
made outside the City. Otherwise, it was a wet, boring few days.
Vienna should be done as a tourist, and with a lot of money.
Otherwise it is merely frustrating. ;

So we come to Israel, the focal point of the trip. Haifa was
pleasant and a nice introduction. Of particular usefulness was
the evening spent with the sihdents at our hotel, Personally, I
spent a day with friends in Haifa, (which I repeated just before
we left for Paris) and found that this gave me a much better pic-
ture of Israel than the other four weeks., From Haifa we traveled
through the Galille (notable for an all too short briefing in
Safad) to Kfar Blum. This for many was an unpleasant and unfor-
tunate stop, for we felt quite alienated and somewhat disliked.
Perhaps this was understandable or explainable, but at the time it

merely served to anger many of us, and present a less pleasant side
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of the Israeli character. In fairness to Kfar Blum, far too many
tourists have passed through it and they may very well be sick of
it. It is suggested that UJA explore the possibility of wvisiting
a kibbutz which is more anxious for interested visitors, Before
proceeding to the desert, let us deal with all three ventures into
occupied territories. Personally, I found the Sinai trip most in-
teresting, thoush access into refugee camps would have been very
useful. The Golan trip started well, but deteriorated into a
picnic. And the West Bank trip was very interesting, but horridly
rushed. I might add, (and this is not meant as an insult to any-
one), that the extra people'who came with us were distracting and
somewhat overpowering. Most were fascinating and stimulating as
individuals, but as a group they tended to detract from the work
which was supposed to be ddne. |

The Negev and Judean deserts were tiring but fascinating.
In particular, the Matsada climb was memorable, as was the evening
at Mitpe Ramon. On the other hand, Beersheba and Tel Aviv could
well have been left out. Jerusalem was a very useful experience,
but far too long a stay, and not well enough organized. The
Bar-On lecture was the best of the trip and the Kidan lecture not
far behind. Unfortunately, these two lectures were all that were
given which really tackled the serious problems of Israel and far
more should have been.

Generally speaking, the mission was well planned. It tended



to drastically deteriorate from a mission to a sight-seeing tour
as we progressed, but I'm not sure that this can be alleviated, as
intellectual fatigue seems to be an inbred flaw of such a, trip.

On the other hand, as a student who has spent many years at both

a boy's school and various coeducational institutions, I feel that
females on the trip would have done much to reduce tension and
actually would have made many far more serious in their endeavor
to learn and absorb. I base this not merely on my limited know-
ledge of psychology; but more so on previous empirical information
and on my observations this summer. But perhaps the major problem
of the trip was that of the.“glass—box“ effect. As a whole, there
was far too little association with our contemporaries everywhere
except in Marseille. This both shut off a very important part of
the country to us, and created more tension within the group. To
know another country one has to know its people, and this we were
unable to do.

What has been said about the mission in general is doubly apt
for Israel. I repeat that the best view that I had of Israel was
the few times that we met with contemporaries., Particularly, there
should have been much intercourse with the army, as most of our
contemporaries were at the time in it. Finally, the two men who
took us through Israel, Shmuel and Shlomo, were perhaps the best
part of the Israel éxperience. It is unfortunate that most of us

had neither the stamina, the intellectual process, nor the



inquisitive nature to make reasonable use of those fantastic indi-
viduals, To be blunt, they were wasted on us and must have been _
quite frustrated by the entire experience.

I shall now attempt a very dangerous topic: to analyze some
of the group interaction and leadership of the mission. Obviously,
objectivity will be attempted but probably is no more than a utopean
3;55:. Nevertheless, this is a topic which must be dealt with.
Certain things are clear about the group as a whole. Being of di-
verse backgrounds may appear to be an asset while plans remain on
paper, but it really creates much tension. When attitudes clash,
personalities are soon to, and on a mission of this nature there
was no escape., Moreover, the varied intellectual prowess and in-
terest of the group eventually split the group up into the intel-
lectual snobs and the anti-intellectual snobs. Which began the
cycle is unknown, but as a member of the intellectual faction, I
felt stiffled by the ridicule of some co-members of the mission.
Undoubtedly, they will have complaints about me and my co-faction
members as well; but the tragedy is that this clash made things
somewhat unpleasant and sharply reduced the efficiency of the en-
tire group as a study body. Finally, that fact that almost all of
us were "leadership potential" with no one to lead created frus-
tration and more animosity within the group. Given these conditions,
it is commendable that the group remained even as compatible as

it was. (However, the "solution" of Messers. Adelman, Brody and



Thaler is totally useless and inexcusable,)

Concerning the leadership, I shall first deal with Rabbi g
Friedman. He is a particularly dynamic personality who is excellent
at transmitting emotion and meaning to a place, situation, or idea.
At times somewhat overpowering or overdramatic, he did an effect-
ive job of putting across what he wanted us to understand. And

w0 ghste i i A

though some found his approach lacking "cool", or his approach{
grating and egotistical, I found this not very prevalent and the
Rabbi always ready to discuss as well as expound. Rabbi Chinitz
was a less exuberant personality, though perhaps a little more re-
laxed as well, Throughout Europe he did a very good job, listen-
ing to criticism, resolving crises and trying to be father,
teacher, guide and referee for all of us. Occasionally, he becams
upset or tense, but this is more than exdusable considering the
nature of his job. To a certain extent, these qualities somewhat
deteriorated in Israel. The Rabbi took less interest in the grouﬁ
as a whole, became unreceptive to criticism or took it personally,
and began to greet intellectual curiosity with annoyance or cyni-
cism., Perhaps this was due to the distracting presence of his
wife and friends; perhaps to fatigue finally catching up with him,
perhaps the group or certain individuals (myself included) took
undue advantage of what had been offered as a sounding board for
complaints; or perhaps the Rabbi just got sick of us. I think

it was a combination of ail of these problems, But this deterioration



of relations between the Rabbi and segments of the group, as well
as his seeming waning interest in the mission was unfortunate.
Despite all of this, Rabbi Chinitz dealt with an impossible task
as well as might be expected and almost as well as might have been
desired.

To conclude, let us first deal with certain basic problems
and then more pleasant matters. There seemed to be a few major
conflicts in the trip, three of which I particularly noticed.
First, there was constant tension along the line between propaganda
and education., Rabbi Freedman, in particular, had trouble not
straying from the latter to the former. Secondly, the trip
seemed to deteriorate from a study mission to a trip, and we became
prisoners of our own association. Finally, a major conflict be-
tween the attitude of “guné—ho-ism“ and intellectualism was con-
stantly in evidence and very distracting. On the whole, though,
(and considering that this was an experiment), the mission was re-

asonably successful. I learned a great deal, created some in-
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tellectugi friendships, and despite innate cynicism, got a reason-
ably clear view of what was being presented for consumption. The
program has many flaws, but is substantially sound and should be
continued in years to come. (The report ends here, but I feel I
owe an apology for the tardiness of its completion. I have been
giving a few 1ecturés on Israel and have written an article for the

school paper as well. In the final analysis, I believed that you



would give priority to the preparation of these activities, and
acted accordingly. Hopefully, you have not been too inconvenienced

by this delay.)
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¥ REFORT ~ UJds STUD=MT STUDY RISSICH
by Herbert S. fLscherman, Jr.

Twenty-six members of the first United Jewish Appeal Student Study lhission
crowded into the small upstairs apartment that served s the Jewish community center
for the city of liarseilles. We sat between our French contemporarics, young men and
women who shared en interest in the problems concerning the Jews of their city as
well es the Jews of Burope, Africa and /merica. lr. Sylvio Benviste, president of
the United Jewish Tund and Welfare Agency of larseilles, spoke to us concerning the
situstion he confronted daily: +thst of the dedication, time, mongy and effort
needed constantly to sustain the operations involving Jewish immigrants in the city
of Merseilles. As wé listened to his explenstion of the 'Jewish Bmergency" thet has
beset Marseilles since the end of the Second World Wer, I could mot help but think
that within this phrase, the "Jewish Imergeacy", lay the context of our mission.

I think that the phrasc "Jewish lmergency" means many different things to many
different people, and the best way to explain what it means to me is to relate it
directly to what we did, and dicd ‘or did not a@ccomplish.

We were told in New York that a2 mission such &s this was msant to prepere a
background of experience, as well as to provide motivation for leadership. The hope
was tﬁat when those of us whose interest may lead to positions of responsibility
in the Jewish communities of the United States ascend to those positions, we will
have more than just an American Jewish responsibility to motivate us; we will ba%%

a responsibility to the Jewish communities of the world, and to Isrsel. To provide
capable young leaders to assume positions of responsibility in the coming generation
is as much a2 part of the "Jewish Zmergency"™ as raising funds for the aftermath of
the Six Day War or the saving of Iron Curtzin Jews from extinction.

The equation cen be set up in reslistic terms: Without leaders (and I believe
that a living religion.such es oﬁrs camnot depend solely on the rabbinats for
existence) tnere can bs no Judaisn, end without Judaism there can be no Jews.

vie begen this mission knowingz only that we were chosen by the UJA for qualities



that would someday (hopefully) contribute to the future of Judsism. We were given
a two-month course in experience, dealing first hand with the various operations
which the United Jewish Appeal supports - - either financielly or through the
physical activity of its members.

It was Rabbi Herbert Friedman's personal feeling that we should be shocked into
a realization of "what's-it-all-aboutt concerning the history and workings of the
Jewish Agency and its associate agencies, concerning the problems of Jewish migration
and its beginnings, and concerning the building and existence of the State of Israel.
What better method of teaching is therc then the cold confrontation of the facts!

I cannot help but remember the article that eappeared in the Jerusalem Post
concerning the members of the Young Leadership Mission who ca2lled themselves
“Herb Friedmen's Commandos". I would like to dub our Mission "Herb Friedmen's
Shocked Troops", because I think a more fitting name could not be found.

It is not possible to convey in words the emotional feelings a young men
experiences when confronted with something that.has hitherto been only history,
and an unrealistic history at thats None of us could-have imagined what we would
feel like visiting the immigrent camps of karseilles and Vienna, absorbing the
top-level briefings of Geneva, studying the beginnings of the Hitlerian zZra in
Munich end the results of World War II throughout zurope, end meeting the Egyptien
Jews who had recently fled their country for Greece.

Had the ilission stopped here and concerned itself only with these experiences,
it would have been enough to make any young Jew & man - - - enough to give him a
sense of responsibility in solving the "Jewish Emergency™, so that the horrors of
yesterdsy would not be repeated anew tomorrow.

It was, in short, & course in the unreal. To suddenly look beyond one's own
surroundings and see a picture of such stark contrsst with the one we had left
behind was enough to give many a sense of foreboding similer to thet of the imnigrents

themselves., Ue found that we could never quite escape this shadow that hung ebove



our heeds. Whether on the beach of Pendor, in the discotheques of Berlin or the
aged etmosphere of Athens, the bhistorical inevitability of 2 neme, a place or a
statistic reminded us of the reality of the countless immigrents, displaced persons
and refugess who travelled under the same skies in the past nineteen years.,

At this point, the intercstcd person would ask as to the methods by which this
feeling of responsibility toward our fellow Jews was instilled. In my opinion,
there were threce that oroved most effective:

1. Briefings
2, Intimacy with the people in places we visited.
3. Exposurs to the Nezi tra and its relstionstiip to the present day

-

situation. .

Beginning in larseilles, with an introduction to the workings and importence
of Harseilles as an immigrent center, we were briefed throughout Lurope on eech of
the various sspects of the Jewish Agency end its associste agencies. Onseversl
occasions we -rere asked to turn off our tépe recorder becsuse the material discussed
was of en entirely confidential nzture open only to those "in the know" of the UJA.
Only w hen those giving the briefings werée not entirely inforned ss to our purposes
were the snswers to our intensive questions guarded.

In ezch of the cities we wisitedy @ complete briefing was given concerning the
type, structure, and workings of the operations we would be visiting. Geneve, for
exanple, is the home of the buropeen office of the Jewish Agency. Here we met with
officials of the Jewish Agency, Viorld CRT Union, Joint Distribution Com=ittee; and
EIAS; and received & "view from the top" of the overall picturs.

The most important ésp&ct of the turopean trip was the personal intimacy we
achieved with the peopls in the places we visited. This was accomplished with
dinners, meetings snd impromptu gatherings with our contemporaries. It was one
ticular city or operation,

thing for us to listen to @ prepzred discussion on
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hose who ere in a position similar to ours. The
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young men end women of the various Zuropean Jewish communities that we visited
provided a most veluable opportunity for open discussion. These discussions were
most helpful in terms of understending their viewpoint, as well @s for providing
additionel information on the daily lives of Enropean Jews, especially those who
have been born, or &t least grown up, since the Second World War.

The last of the three methods wes the exposure to the Hitlerian mra., At
this point of our trip, we were met by Rabbi Friedmen who felt that the week we
were to spend in Gepmany was so important to our understanding of the present day
. Wewish rmergency" that he joined us there for 2 week. In those few days we re-
ceived the better part of the background and foundations of the history of Israel;
for the very existence of the State of Israel is a direct result of the problens
of the displaced people of this era2 and of the world cuﬁsciousness thet evolved
from it.

Germany became to many of us a very depressing point in the trip. Z=ven the
beer halls and night clubs could not quite queli the feelings of uneasiness that
we held concerning the country amd its past history. After visiting Dachau, the
few among us who had previocusly had little interest in the Mission suddenly did
ag abrupt sbout-face and became muéh more aware of the purpose of the trip.

Lfter we had left the surroundings of Munich for Berlin, even the crowded
shops of the dey and the glittering avenues of the night could not erase the aura
of seriousness which had settled over us; and it became impossible for many of us
to walk down a street without studying each elderly person and asking ourselves,
"Where were you twenty-five years ago? Why didn't you do anything?"

From this point on we looked forward to Israel much as an immigrant would,

We saw the beauty and culture end ghetto of Vierma, the concentration camp iiauthausen
of the Burgenland, the irmigrant camp of Schonau which processes 'Zzstern European!
Jews, end visited ithens for & tuwo-day rest stop before entering Isrsel. The longing

we had for & littls country few of us had seen, yet had lived with daily, intensified



itself until we finally lended at Lydde Airport end took in the sweet gir of

Isrsel at night.

Our bearded Isrscli guide once told us that his purpose wes to give us
"a bit of history end a lot of places". 4&s the phrase coined by one of our members
goes, "We saw Israel from Syria to Sinia", and left little unseen along the way.

For most of us this was cur first visit to Isrzel and we were constently amazed
that such a little eountry could hold so much history, so many different faces and
such a contresting land itself. We marvelled at the Galilee from atop Mt. Carmel,
visited the saintly city of Safad, worked on & Kibbutz in the fertile Fulz Valley,
beked ourselves undér the hundred-degree-plus sun of Zilat, scaled the massive
Masada, rested 2t the oasis of Beersheva, welcomed the Westernized Tel Aviv and
marvelled et the sights and sounds of the 0ld City of Jerusalem.

We were glorified tourists, but at the same time we képt in miné that our
purpose was tu see for ourselves whet this country and her miraculous people have
brought egbout in the past twenty years. Our mission in Israel begen the day after
we arrived, when we met with one of the original leaders of the‘Alyiah Bet &nd
visiﬁed an original ship which is now 2 museum of that period.

From thet dey until we left, Isra€l beczme a living history book, & physio-
logical abstract, & nsver ending sociology lésson - - - but most of all it gave the
answer to the "why?" that enters meny people's minds when they sign & check to the UdA.

During the last few days of our iiission, I wes fortunate to mest & British Jew
&t our Hotel in Jerusslem. &nd like everyone else, wecjiscuséed Israel, Judsism,
tﬁe War end 'things in geﬁeral'. Yet this man was of a different sort and introduced
me to a concept I had never thought of in the context of our Mission. FHis theory
was that for the first time in the history of Judaism, World Jewry has been unified
to an unparzlled extent. But why this time? Why not in 1948? Or in 19567 FHis

reasons werc of one sort, mins another. 3But still’the fact (or rather the realization)



ramnained thet I am not just an American, not just an imericen Jew, but & member
of a common heritage that extencs from the tribsl god of Abrsham to the complex
rationalization which comprise our religion today. If there is to be a future of
not only Amsrican, but of World Judaism, there must be experienced leaders ready
to step into positions of responsibility when called on to do so. Ixperience alone,
however, is s relatively easy commodity to come by; the UJA could send hundreds of
young men such as myself on similar missions. The one necessary ingredient in the
entire operation that the UJA cennot automaticelly include is the motivation and
willineness of the individual to use the experience he has geined in a manner
beneficial to himself, to the UJA and to World Judaism a2t large.

So what is this “Jewish Emergency" to which we set out to find a solution?
Is it fund-or-people-reising for Isracl? Is it unity among World Jewry? Or,
is it the individual's willingness to perticipste without being celled? And how
do we, the 26 participants, fit in? It is my opinion thet those amons us who have
the willingness and the desire, will beccome the progenitors for a new Judsism, 2
World Judaism. Ve are both a necessary part of the solution and the first step
in achieving the goal. For those emong us who will be resdy, and are willing,

there is a2 place in the future of our people.
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PART II - CRITIOUE

From the critical point of view, it is my feeling that for the previously
inexperienced lission-participasnt, the trip hed to be put together much &s one
would a jig-saw puzzle. Lvery city presented a new piece, and it was not until
after we had received 2ll the various pieces, from all aspects of the Baropean
operation, that the picture became clear. I think this problem could be alleviated
(at least partially) by giving a fvll day's briefing, or introduction, in New
York a day before the mission would be scheduled to leave,

If this could not be arranged, then I suggest providing extensive material
concerning specific arcas of the operations of the United Jewish Appeal end the
Jewish Agency that would be relevant to the trip.

It is unfortune that thelogistical problems of travel interferred with the
chronological method of learning thet would have been much more useful in terms
of understanding the Jewish Agency &nd Jewish migration. I think we would have
obtained a better grasp of the overall picture had we begun in Munich with the
hiséory of the Nazi Era, continiied to Berlin end Polend (if it had been available),
received the top level briefings of Geneva, end then visited the immigrant centers
of Harseilles end Vienna. (Howsver, I realize that although this is prefersble,
it is much more expensive than to travel the route we did.) I would also like to
edd thet the stop in Athens made an excellent bregk between the tedious schedule
of hurope and our intensive study of Israsel.

I must mention one of the most interesting and informative experiences that
we were fortunzte enough to have. Berlin, 2s well as providing the leadership for
the West Germen Jewish Comrunity (now approximstely 20,800) is also the head-
quarters for the DiS. [Literally trensleted, DIS is the Germsn Students for Israel
Association. It was our pleasufe to meet with the president and seversl other
members. In our several hoaur discussion they expressed a sincers and surprising
viewpoint which we thought could never exist in the German§ of today. lany of

them had been to Israel for several months. All wanted to go. &nd every one



expressed the desire not to try and change the thinking of their parents! generation
but to work with the present generation &nd "bring education to democracyh,

It is with groups such &s this, with groups of Jewish as well as non-Jewish
origin, that the major part of the 'learning process! we perticipated in took
place, 1t is my hearty recormendation that meetings such as these make up a
significant part of future missions, beccause of the invaluable experience they
offers I feel it is extremsly important to keep in mind that although the
mission is orientated toward Jewish life and Jewish problems, it is necessary to
understand the people and factors surrounding Buropean Jewry as well. The more

we understand, the morc intensive our own particular mission becomes.



RABBI CHINITZ

Though our conversations were neither particularly numerous or ex-
tensive, they were spaced throughout the trip so that most of what is
included in the report will be repetitious. I put my observations in

written form however, in the hope that some clarification and thus use,

ray come of them
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Report on the 1967 UJA University Study Mission

From the first briefing session in New York to the Café colloguium
in Jerusalem, it was clear that the trip had been very esrefully planned,
vhich is to say that nothing had been included without a reason. Looking
at the original schedule, the order of travel from Morrocco, through France,
Switzerland, CGermany, Poland, and Austria to Israel seems excellent; even
moreso in hindsight than foresight. The singularly exciting circumstances
which prevented our group from covering the planned itineréry both improvee
the trip and made it & weak pioneering effort. The makeshift European sched-
ule was workable, but for future trips, it seems to me that the European
segment should be expanded, at least to the envisioned route of this ﬁear's
trip, if not beyond. 4An abbreviation of the European section, either to
give more time in Israel or shorten and simplify the mechanies of the trip,
would not serve to improve the overall impact. I base this on the prineiple
of travelling which is that being there is better than being told. I think
the wide veriety of reactions within the group to specific activities confirms
the value of additional European experience.

Specifically: I thought that the stey at Moniolivet (instead of a
hotel) was excellent. I threw the group right into the middle of the prob-
lems of trenemigrants (in this case, really refugees), an impressed the
group, immediately, that this was.a study mission and not a pleasure toury
The_food there was perhapns a little heavy, tut the people were willing tdi
talk, which 2gain set the tone for the whole thing., In:Mersailles, Castro
and Garey were obviously top-rate. The only problem with the stop was the
matter of free time and how to use it. From the start of the trip to the
end, this was 2 persistent and unsettled issue. In Vienna, an excesllent
listing of sites of general interest was provided, btut there was practical-
1y no free time during the day when most of the places zre open. In Mar-

sailles, there was a good b2lance of aftsrn-ons and evenings fres, but the
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time spent in finding out vhat there was to do was lost tinme. In Marsailles,
more than anywhere else, a second use of freec time was discussed. There had
been many general questions, and the Rabbi said that perhaps it would be
worthwhile to have a briefing on the background of the French Jewish Com-
munity. I seconded the motion =t the time and repeat it now. In that case
the Rabbi himself volunieered to provide the lecture...but it secems to me
that at each stop, an optional fill-in lecture would be valusble if provided.
My feeling 1s that there would be a quorum, if not strong attendence, and
that the increassd background in Jewich and even non-Jewish History would
enhance anything else seen or done.

Geneva was the study mission at its best and worst., The accomodations
bottomed out at Citée Universitaire, the three musketeers hit the rozd for
the first time, and the briefing sessions made up the best couple of days
of the trip, Fedor, and Carcy provided the dramatic highlights, but the
other programs, especially the gession with ORT provided a magnificent btlend
of information and personal econtact. In each case, the information presented
was concise, enlightening, and thorough. There were other individual days
or briefings which were of equivalent quality, but there was no :full orogram
to match Geneva,

Tzﬁe German interlude was basic. The immensity of the Eitler plan
of extermination, as well as Hitler's/%gggign the eventual founding of
the state of Israel, were both fanilisr points but poinés wanich were
greatly strengthened by the visit. Curiously, the impact of the program
was not so much from the activities themselves as from the fringes of thenm,
For example, the ride to Dachau that Sunday morning with the folk-festiin
going on, and the sunshine =and the green fields and the c:?.'mrchbells...e..l]_‘L
that really had more impact that the secing of the camp itself, 1 doubt

that the visit to the synagozue on Friday night in Munich was intended to
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give me an eeirie feeling about this almost pitiful congregation in their
lerge lovely quarters...and yet the feeling of a ghost community was a
large part of the impression I ecarried away from Germany. In this sense,
the program worked very well in Germany. Information was provided and
the key impressions came on their own.‘ Zlsevhere in the trip there were
occasional efforis to present both i;;;rmation and impressions, something
which can't be formall done. We were in Munich a bit toollong perhaps,
although ever moment reinforced the fesling of oppressive heaviness of
Southern Germany, and also, in Munich we were associated with that jewel
of a man, Herr Baumgartner.

Berlin was a seperate case, It too was a ghost city, but a necessary
stop. Again, perhapsg the stay could te shortened. The student interchanges
were clearly not accidental end yet were spontaneoﬁs enough to be palatable,
beneficial and even exeiting.

The stay in Vienna was frustrating, There was so much to see and little
meaningful free time left by the very full program. Bus riding, interspersed
with Aschermen's gin vietories spiced the necessarily repstitious lessons
on Naziism which capped the Europen experience. lHore than at Montolivet,
the people at Schonau sholte of the trip to Israel as a journey to the
promised land. Schonau too was frustrating, We hardly had enough time
to talk to the people, and they wouldn't siand in the light to be photo-
graphed!

Greece was an improvised rest stop with Egyptians conveniently included.
Again the singular circumstances of this time; the effects of THAL UAR were
forced into our faces. For the future Greece should either be given more ﬁi
time or excluded. The %time provided gave neithar time for sightseeing or
resl resting. The attempt to see everything in one day left everyone more

exhzusted than before.



i

And then there w=s Isrsel. It is the special case, the exception
to the rule, the climax, the culminaiion, and the compilation of &ll of
the problems we've seen elsevhere. Unlike Europe where the structuring
of the trip was clear, In Israel, the issues became mixed, and inter-
twined. We came at a time when THE VAR was on everybody's minds. Ve
cane at a time when new developments and accomplishmenis overshadowed
and 2lmost obscured the long-range picture. The temptation was to do
more sight-secing and less rezl study. The answer is that both were in-
tended since the purpose of this segment of the trip seems to have been
to inform and to create an emotional link between the members of the
mission and the state of Israel,

On this trip, the wer and its aftermath gripped everyone'd imagina-
tion. For the future the trip, it seems to me, should be designed %o
study two interrelated entities. /}Ee Jewish State: Study how the state
came to be; explore the emotional sttatchment o this parcel of land (a
phenomena which I, and I think other “merican Jews have a hard time fully
understanding or sporeciating); discuss the immigrants and their handling. |
2. The Developping Nation: Compare Israel to other developping nations
showing how it has many of the same problems--not many resources, under-
educated population, hostile neighbors, big-power inter-meddling--and how
i1ts peculiar blend of dedication and hard core problem solvers have dis-
tinguished this state from others in apparently similar conditions. This
fantastic institution with its problem solving mechanics were touc£235only
at ilitspe Ramon and Gaze. Elsevhere we were shown solutions, but only at
those two pleces could we gain insight into how problems are anproached.
This should be stressed.

Beyond these generalities, lie the specific comments recorded at the

evaluation sessions. Only ons other thing,..luch reading material was
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handed ou% at various times. The general spproach was, tead it all and
you'll find it useful.” While it is true that it all should have been
read, much of it wasn't, Better coordination of specific readings to
specific activities would have resulied in greater coverage of material
with the obvious benefits.

A few final generalizations: It was fun., It was educational., It
provided information but could not change basic opinions. It will take
a wizard to produce a comprehesible documentery from the morass of film
and fape brought in. (Speaking of documentation: whoever handles the
equipment next year should be clearly told what kind of record is expected.
To say "Go document" will bring in a wide variety of psychologicszlly use-
ful data, but not necessarily workable materiel). The trip was well
structured§§§ ggo:§§;§managed (the Masada debate for example should not
be allowed %o repest)

And last of all--these observations have been tjped cold, znd so are
probably not as clear as they should be., If there's anything that you
would like clarification on, write nme a2t home or at my new school addregg;_

Apt, #70, 2006 Stadiun Road, Charloitesville, Virginia, 22903.
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Since detailed criticism of our activities in each city
has already besen recorded on tape, I would like to deal with
several general problems whose solutions might improve the
nature of next year's liission. I would first make one comment
concerning the choice and order of Eurépean cities visited.
The German experience in Berlin and Munich was the only one
for which there can be no substituts. Our visits to the other
cities were interesting and successful, but were not essential
to the purpose of the trip. The Jewish character of certain
other European clties may be as interesting if not moreso,
than some which we visited, anﬁ experimentation may prove
beneficial., Our week in Germany was absolutely essential.

Few Jews or Gentliles of my gZeneration appreciate the impor-
tance of the Nazl pericd In relation to the present state of
the Jewish people. Ve do not assoclate the period with our

ovn lives and do not realize that the Cerman attitude which r 4
resulted in the Holocaust has diminished but slightly in the
last twenty-five years, a relatlively short time. These are
problems which must not be ignored, and the visit to Germzany
as a proper solution, should never be excluded from the lission.
In order to mzke it more meaningful, rather than being first

on the ltlnerary as suggested, 1t should follow a visit of
several days to the "field" where the immigration initiated

during the azi period can still be witnessed,



There i1s ancother instance when assoclation with the
Europcan Jewish past was made easy; the visit to Elsenstadt,
the ghetto, synagogue, and cemetary,with the old man Gabriel,
brought alive centuries of Jewlish hilstory difficult to pic-
ture by any other means. I suggest thgt Austria be’lncluded
with Germany in future itineraries.

our most serious oversight involved our limited contact
with University students throughout Europe and Israel, with
the exception of Germany, where our meetings with German and
Israeli Jews and the DIS members were stimulating and valusble,
The opinions of the young intellectuals are certainly as
important to a Mission of collége students as are the stories
of last generatiom’s leaders. Our fallure to maintain constant
contact with our contemporaries everywhere, lost for us a
rare opportunity to assoclate with the countries' future
leaders and become exposed to their ideas and ways of t41nking.

Because the Study MNission provides such a rare and
unique opportunity for the participants, more care should be
taken in thelr selection. Those selected should be the most
willing to take advantage of all that 1s offered and the most
capable of contributing to the success of the Mission as well
as to the situation at home. As has been susgested, more ex-
tensive advertising and careful interviewing should be given
more consideration in future plannine.

The Israel itinerary was excellent. We saw almost the



entire country, missling very little. Schmulig was of
immeasurable value. Changes in certaln areas can and should
be easily arranged. [No more than one night should be spent
at Matzada; the Judean Dessert trip can originate ffom Arad
where the previous night's accomodations could be more plea-
sant, Iwould suggest one major change in scheduling: in ad-
dition to free afternoons and evenings given in various citiles
the itinerary should include several (two) extended periods .,
of free time, of perhaps three days, with room and board al-
lottments given to all who so desire, in order that the group
break up for several éays, visit parts of the country them-
selves, and be among Isracslis rather than Americans for a
short time. I feel this is very important and should be
carefullyconsidered for the future Missions,

The men, both military and civilian, with whom we had °
discussions were generally interesting conversationalists
and not merely speech makers., By the end of the trip we were
well indoctrinated to the thinking of the present generation
of Israeli leaders. I would suggest that an effort be made
to present several solid anti- Zionist speakers. Hearing the
anti-Zionist points of view would prepare the group more
completely to argue in the United States (forewarned is fore-
armed) and would make more interesting the discussions with

the group's other spezkers. There is guestion whether



Judaism will survive more easily in Israel or in the
dlaspora, and the arguments for both should be heard. I
also suggest that the question of what can be done at home
and on campus by the Mission participants should be explored
at greater length. At our discussion of this problem, many
qQuestions were introduced, but since it was our last night,
there remained no time to discuss the answers with the whole
group.

Chief among the factors contributipg to the success of
the Mission was the openness, patience, and consideration
for the lission both on an indiwvidual and group basis, of
Rabbl Chinitz. His principal guide was that of situationisnm,
the only proper rule in conducting a tour of college students,
It is my hope trhat he will accompany future University Study
Missions as the only successful veteran of g difficult en-

deavor.

‘C‘ 1t is my opinion that the first UJA University Study'k
Mission was a great success. Th; impressions of each mem-

ber were vivid and will be of long-lasting importance in ’
his decisions concerning Jewish life and the Jewish peOpli;:;7
Although my personal viewpoint on Jews and Judaism willhﬁbt'
crystalize for many years, if ever, the Study lission was
the best means of providing the knowledge and experience

on which to base my own future decisions, and throuch which

I might influence similar decisions of my collearcues.
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San Diego State Collope
San Dicgo, California

With life back Vo its nornal rousine of the eigit-homr work-doy, th
chatter of thonfanily, and the fecl of &merican greenbacls in ono's back-
pocltet, I slall atteant to meaninzflly evaluste the journey I have just
returned from affier two Mmoaths of no incow,; no fenily, and no American money.

Athough itess ong and tliree are rel-ted, iten tio' (family) was perhans the

nost missed thing wiile abroad,

P
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This first part shall be davotod To tlhe ovjective evalnation, talking a

step-lyy—sten accomnt of tie trin, onfl giving stigestions,

Morseilles* AL Lhe tim@,of the sicp-ofer, I 'did not mind the meager
accommodations at the live Olivet Tefusoe contere Actually, this was a valu-
- J 3
ables exerisnce,. However, tho foofl was poor, =nd I besan to feel as thoush
bread and Coca Cola ord o Te 7 of noeveishrmand for two nonths. I herestly
v =
L

feel as though fiure nissions could ciion oft & day froa that port, as it is

- 4

not the nlaco for sizlib-gecingywdiienae hod some of, Actually, two days

woubd easily suffice, Fowever, tho doci-~sife episods wms nerhaps the Iizh-
1ight of Thy enlire advensture, enf lezrscilles should reomnin on the iBinorary,

T -

Geneve® I the Fobel Bristol, or sinilar accoriodabions could have baon

= 3 & 1 Lok b L . i - Mo nan T ek . - A
sccured for tho ttotal tite o vmre in Cenava, thore would be no comnlaints
2 > .

L&)
[

i

4

Cur food vas exeellent, snd the eiir 1os bootiddd
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@ 1o loaer Lad the

T P N i SR PSS 1 = L A - £ R o T e S T A L
Tronch ralbitfood To 2ab, 2nd w2 weie feslin~s groabt, Our brisfinz =4th tho
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Joint Distribution Co:
thing to be desired, 1ile a little trust. In all fairncss to then, we were
all extrerely tired even before walling into their warm, over-siuffed rocm,
The 021" school was also worthy, and for this reason, Geneva is a suibable
locztion to taln further missions to. Iis lwary should not be hold as a

reoson not LO EOe

Mmich®* If Ib wmere not for the hHistorieal asvect, thig 48 ono eity I would
leave out, IU i3 clsan, the poopls are 2ll right, bub thore is an atmoschere
vnich is devagbabting, This is where it 211 began, the lezi nightmere, and

to one vho bslicves thal The abrocitiss should be forgiven, this city cast

“

deep doubtz, FHowever, if fiture missions are to visit efEbor-lavthaison
or Treblinln or Aushoviiz, the Dachan masgecarade is not necessary., I folb

deenly unsabisfied with the pavkeatnosihere there,

Borlin®* Vhoreas this island js nol & necessary stop from the mission's poinb
of visw, it is d=finitoly a mustifor 211 &rericans visiting Europe. ‘e had
excellent accomnwodations, and good food., The side-trip to Za2st Berlin is ..lso

agsential to all fubvre hdssions,

Vienna* From tim standpoint of se6ing Zisenstadt and laubhausan, Vienna shonld

remain on the itirerary. The city ils2lf is not that imporiant, A4ifter sceing

Marseilles, we did have to visit anoxther rofuzee cenver, elthoush the exper-
ience was of courss valuable, I recorvnd that anothor restauraat bte found,
Althouch the food was good, the service vas too slow. This place should be

-t

s o Bl Wasdh B To ol L o 2 o LR
closer to the Youth iostel; which sarved as an adeguate resisdence,



Athons¥ Fron virtually every nission sbandnoint, this quaint 1ittls towm

]

could easily be left off fiture itinerarys, FHowever, it provides an ideal
stoopins plzce brofore hitbing Isracl, One day in Athons is sufiiclent, in
this rogard I disagree with 1y co-travslers, 3ub I feel as if we did it just

right time-wise, The hotel was ideal, and the food was great. Also, our

hostess was pleasing.

Rather than cvaluabe Isracl on a d&y—b}f-—:‘;a.:r basis, Ladll just sum up
by saring thab =y only corplaint vas dn sponding so smch time in tho Tegev.
Fubure missions should be s'bjected Yo a weolond in Blath, two days in
Beersheba, and thon OUIY. It is inwxian to ask a persen to stoy in lkzada
and iGtzpe Ramon wivn 1% is not necessary. Then azain, es much es I enjoyed
i, the Desert Inn in Decrsheba is :mich Yoo expensive for the UJL, Cheaper

accomaodetions should ba faund,

PART 53

—Critigue—

Having just receivédqzy slides fron the proeccssor, and also having
typed my trip notes, I con say with coriainey Lhnt this swrrwer wes the most
wortlndile one I have ever sponds It vyas hoyond ords. Cur pri-wmry mission
was to study tie irsdzration orobles, This we did, Howsver, for 1=, beczase
I an a political scicnce mjory Glds ¥rip was far more valusble, I am deeply
grabeful to the UJA for arranzing speal®rs "in tho Imwow," including nilitary
and civilizn experis. I an able now To pursue Iy stwdies with rmich more
Imovyledse 2nd confidence, This, however, rmeans nothing to tlo UJL, as that
is not vhy it sent e, It may sorve, though, To make thiags easier for ne
in colleze, and thus allow me a more favorable chance to soreday zZev a degree,

o

a good job, and sp=re time Yo work for the UJA as a volimbeer Dumd-raisor,

IE.‘_ .L*x-:e.s‘ a.-g'u:'nea pig, then 7 cars was The groupe ID wos within the
group Lhav .I_::s. -.to contine myself Tor the nost part, I feel That the oerson-
alitins within $tio zroup mele a biz differenco in the overall impresc<ions of

: 4 < o 3 ns of



everyone to lilm everyone else, I personzl views on cach individual are nob
being sought hers, bub I +ill soy that the UJA, with 211 of its elecironic
ecuiorent, shonld purchase a "Compatibility" machine, which could mateh

porsons forr the trip, and have eight trips for eipght diflerent personalities,

Thare wos such a ni:dure of porsonzlitics that surely one cannob expect

The cuestion then arises, whabt aboub bri:ging girls along on fubure
missions? AT the bezimning, I was stamehly against it. Vomen sirply ave
- - ., - - -3 vl -,
not leadership mabericl, Then egain, neiflnr were 785 of the guys on the

trip, possibly syself ineluded, I now Lozl that girls could be brought along,
but quibte fraa’dy, noS for The samc Merposos that the ren are recruited ford
The girls shauld be infored thot Ahode prpose would nore or loss be a
socinl onc. Thege sirls sibouldile, faralysdatellizent, an roasonably attractive.
Thoy should 10t FeIrcseit Tho motnor idarol]

I rocomend thet 3n fuwuro sdssions, Fans shiuld be enloved as the
bus driver in ifmdeh, I uds Zmoressed by hig friondliness and franlmoss.
On trze sthjecs of Husscs, I recorr=nd only That Travel yithin Israel be
held dowm to no more Thom what we did,

The lcader of the niszion should be just That—ihs Jeader, FEe should
be sensivive Go group. feslings, and oncs Lo docides, his decision should
satidfy hin, As a Regroziion leader for tho city, d lmow thet my deeisions
Go not mole everyone bapoy, bub if they benefif the group, even the majority
somctines disagrecs, Rhisis UhS poicolef leadership, Iapy a poiitical
scicnce Lextbook dischsges'The ciarisya and qualities of a good leader, Thore-
fore, I vill not criticize thetwhich rmstibe dn Individual envitye.

Ivill n ot be critical of The Trip becawse inspite of all the cormlaints
one can dig up, the yhdle thing was fanbastic, Tou can be asstred thet as

ideas come to m2, Iwill forward Th3m To yowr offics, ) liow, however, I have
tal=n too long 2lircafy,.and wish to delay n o longer,

Respoctfully subnitbed,

Vs T (il



UsJeA. University Study Mission Report

I believe that our trip was a valuable one both from
the standroint of meeting Jews all over the world, and from
the point of view of seeing and experiencing life in different
couniries. I found most of the trip to be interesting and
stimulating and my general impression of the whole experience
was that it was great.. It would be possible though that
certain aspects of the trip could be improved so that future
study missions would find the trip even more exciting.
Therefore, along with some of ay major impressions I will
incluvde some suggestions for improvements,

It was really exclting when we met for the first time
in New York, and I for one was not sure of what to expect
of the trip. I had a vague impression that we would be
studying the refugee problem, and in the meantime we would
be travéling through Europe and Israel, At this point,
rather than recelve six or seven books, we should have rscelved
a very definite and complete outline of the objectives and
reasons for vislting the different places we did, It would
not bes necessary or possible to go into detall then, butbt
1t would éave been worthwhile to know in sdvance what to
look for in each clty so that we could relate it to a wider
goal. I mean to combat ths feeling I sometimes had during
the mission that any one city was unrelated to any other
city along the way, For example, Marsellles and Geneva

end Haifa should seem somehow related in Jewish activity.



Marsellles struck me with the immedlacy of the refugee
problem, and I do not think the itinerary could have been
much better, It was very important that we stayed at Montolivet
to get the feel of an emigrant center., I would suggest,
however, that after the long flight over the ocean it would
have been better for our first stop off in Marseilles to be
at a hotel, It was a delightful evening with the Jewish
youth of Marseilles, and I would suggest that throughout
the trlp these informal meetings with refugees and students
of the different countries were most valusble, In future
missions I waunld whenever poseible arrange these meetings
because I believe this is how one forms most impressions
of a country, Our meeting with the immigrant boat was without
a doubt a significant and important par£ of the trip. It
gave me once again the feeling of urgency surrounding the
Jewlsh activities in Marseilles, and I do not believe I
will ever forget the expressions I saw on some of the faces
that day.

I an not sure that Geneva was a necassary stop on the
mission, As far as the briefings were concerned I certainly
preferred the morning dbriefing with J.D.,C. to the afternoon
one with H.I.A.S. For one thing the morning ﬁrlering was
in a large pleasant room and the afternoon one in a small
hot room. More importantly, the morning briefing was more
to the point}and I did not get the feeling as I did at the
H.I.A.,S. briefing that something was belng hel@t back, I
would suggest that for the brlefings in general we would
be better egquirrnsd to discuss the problems of the wvarious
organizations Af we were glven a fact sheet the night before

giving ths essentiel framework of the organization so that



we could prepare questions in advance, As far as the other
aspects of our stay in Geneva,the only thing that comes to
mind is Cite Universitaeire, and I can only say that fortunately
that was the exception and not the rule in accommodations,
Germany was an essential part of the trip in my opinion,
Our briefing with Babbl Friedman in Munlch wasone of the best,
and I felt that this part of the trip was well planned from
the point of view of balancing activities of Jewish interest
end general interest, I think being in Germany was necessary
to feel closer to this tragic era of Jewlsh history, and I
would not change any part of our itinerary in Germany.
Generally I found Austria to be well worthwhile, Our
visits to the concentration camps both in Germany and in
Austria were essential, and I would only add that rather
than tour these camps as a group, it would be better if
we each went our own way and met at a predestined time,
For me Elsenstadt was one of the high points of the trip,
end it connected Jewish history with modern times., It was
a moving experience and one I am sure I will never forget.
I believe Athens could be eliminated without any loss
to the value of the study misslon.
With 2 month in Israel I suppose I could itemize a
thousand different impressions, I would say that we saw
&s much of Israel in our stay there as was physically possible,
Israel 1s a very vibrant country and I enjoyed hearing its
problems first hand, One thing that I would change though
1s the amount of time that we spent on the kibbutz; I feel
that after traveling over Eurcope for four weeks I would

have becn most receptive to staying on a kibbutz for



at least ten days. After Europe I was not physically tired
but emotionally I was not in thes mood to continue to see
slghts day after day. I believe that steying on a kibbutz
for a Jonger period of time would have not only been a greadb
change of pace, but it would have bsen a better opportunity
to meet the people, Somcshow I do not think we had as many
good chances to meet the Israelis as we did the Europeans.
The first night in Jerusalem when we ate dinner with a family
was a very warm end wonderful exparience, As many of these
contacts with the people in Israel as could be arranged
would only add to a fubure mission. Aslide from these changes
the itinerary in Israel was excellent,

The last day and a half in Paris was & fun conclusion
to the trlip and should stay in the itinerary,

In conclusiog,l found the missiocn to be a very fine

significant experience and I thank the U.J.A., for making
the trip possible and Rabbi Chinitz for putting up with

us for two months!

”

22, tudis
Charles Adashek
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October 3, 1967

Before the school year of 1967 begins, I begin pondering the im-
portance of letting my Jewish contemporaries comprehend the importance

of a life-giving organization, such as, the United Jewish Appeal,

I shamely admit that before the summer of 1967 my awarness and
my concern of such problems, probed by the U,J,A, was nearly negligible
After eight weelts of being exposed to Jewish contemporgry problems I
find myself eagerly devoted to tell a story, A story that I hope will
shock a Jewish society willingly trapped in a state of marginity into
a society of concepn and action,

I realize that this hope might be a2 trifle icealistic, but too a
Jewish ;tate in the 19th century was considered idealism; and today we
view the realistic fruits aqd hardships of a land called Israel.

The development of this reelistic state of Israel is a chapter
in ihe story of Jewish history, in which now after eifght weeks of obser-
vation, I find myself most concerned with.

1 suppose the beginning of this chapter dates back to the des-
truction of the second temple, which resulted in a 2,000 year exile,

An exile from Cannan; an exile too, which resulted in a unifying
gbrce for Jews over a period of 2,000 years, The tenacious desire
to return to the promised land far exceeded the persecutions, pog-

roms, and overt anti-semitism, This fact above all impressed me the

most in the eight weeks spent this summer, It leads me into my evalua-
tion,
MARSFEILLE
Action to return to the promised land has 'Jeen helped along by

a sympathetic French government, After 1955, many North African Jews
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wisely retained their French citizenship which with a little more

ease enabled them to escape the Arab anti-semitic regimes, The hope
to escape persecution in North Africa was dizected toward Isreel, 19655
in North Africa was a time in which the 2,000 year old drean became
most crucial, ‘

The French Government not only sympathetic to the Zionist cause
but also promoting the welfare of French citizens in North Africa
allowved an operation of Aliyah Det exist in France with headguarters
in Marseille,

This history 1 believe was quite beneficial and should be in-
corporporated into the next year's itinerary.

Anotker beneficial éﬁip in Marseille was the ORT school, which
allowed us an understending of not only its operﬁtion, but also let
us become aware of how crucial the operation is for the future wel-
fare of the students and éhe State of Israel,

Two stops in Mareeille, I believe were the most important:

1., The Jewish agency meeting winich gave us alot of history and
contemporary facte, It also impressed me whith the work of the U.J.A.
The Jewish Agency, and the J,D.C., I until that time did not realize
the importance of the work, the lives these organizations seve, or
the quality of the men these organizatiuns employ, Mr Garcey is one
man that definitly should be asked again to speak next summer,

2, Mount Olivette was I think a very important place to station
ourselves, True, the food and ‘accomodations left much to be desired
but tht,pppcrtunity,to live with the North African refugees was too

much to give up.
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Then ofcourse at the port in Marseille we were very lucky and 1

hope the 1968 U,J.A., mission will be as fortunate,

GENEVA

Geneva, I believe is a neccessayy stop, The briefings at J.D.C.
and Jewish Agency installations were not only impressive and informative
but neccessary for a basic understanding of lo;istical operations of
the organizations,

The conplaints I have of Geneva lie in the realm of our accomoda-
tions at €ite Univcrsita%, which is obvoius. Also the attitude of the
United Hins was insulting and disabled much information to be learned,
I think a tectful hint to IIias as to our status would be in order,

If the hint is not heeded 1 suggest Qe ginsult them by dropping them
from the itinerary.

S, -
1 suggest too, that Geneva be the first sdg; if it is finanacally

possible.

MUNICH

Germany is a tender place to visit, 1 have already found that
out by people who cannot understand our going to Germany.

However, here I found the full impact of the Zionist dream; out
of desperation from World War 2 it became meccessary to establish a
Jewish home,

Une cannot understand what hagpened in this dark epic of history
until he visits Germany,

I thought this part of the trip enabled the most contemplation,

1 for instance kept wonderinz how a technologically, intellec-

tually, and artistically advanced people could at the same tine prac-
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tice inhuwane cnuelty, such as, the world has pever seen, nor com-
prehended,

Germany is the Spot;in which}that dark past hit me like a hammer
blow deep down inside., Everything in Germany attributed to this effect
because:

1. T am a Jew with a slight awerness of what hpppened between 1938
and 1945,

2, because of our trip to Pachau which left me speechless, cold a
and in tears,

3. and because of the excellent history given%s by Rabbi Fried-
man, This bistory not only was filled with facts, but presented in a
manner that was filled with emotion, capable of drawing & response
from us, o

Accomodations in Munich cannot be complained about,

BELLIN
Berlin kept the mood of Munich alive but also brought us up to
date on contemporary political science,

Accomodations in Berlin could not have_bnnn better,

VIENNA
I felt Vienna was an important stop for the same reason Mar-
seille was-a liason stop before going to Israel,
Three pbints of interest in Vienna were most meaningfull for ume:
1. Fisenstadt
2, \)authausen

3, Refugee caamp
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Eisenstadt was an experience ] never will forget. It was the
most moving situation 1 have ever been placed in,

Mayhe it was Moritz Gabriel that moved me so, maybe it was the
cemetary we visited there, maybe the thought of it once being a Ghetto
I have rcad about; or maybe it was all of these combined, All I know
is that 1 wanted the opportunity to return, I shall some day, but 1
think next year the participants should have the option of dobng so,
while in Vienna,

Mauthausen is another place that should be visited next year, It
like Dachau drew an attitude of contemplation from us,

Accomodations were very good in Vieunal,

ATHINS
Athens is a nice stop in which I think should be made, It
however, should be made as a resting spot before Israel. Free time in
Athens is more bemeficilg than visiting any installations,
The Hotel Omiros was a wonderful pdace and I hope the mission

can agaio obtain it in 1968,

While in Vienna I was ready to go to Israsel, The buildup of tke
mission had caused me to think that I too possessed the Zionist dream.
I felt T wanted to leave a large Jewish cemetary called lurope, and

venture into a brigh%}new, and hopeful land called lsrael,
ISRATL

The choice of llaifa as the first stop to continue on with the

story of Aliyah Det was indeed a wise decision. The "Af-al-pi- chen"
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ship seemed to tie many things together; many things we had heard
about and now esould sce,

What I thought interesting in IHlaifa, that should be repeated
was the visit to Technion City, There also should bave been more
time at Technion City to browse on our own,

Haifa University gave us insight early in our trip into an expand-
ing and progressive country, The accowodations in lfaifa were tre-
nendous,

Safad wes an interesting stay in which the tour of the dld
synogogues we:e most beneficial,

Accomodations in Safad were pretty good,

KFARl BLUM

I am grateful to have had at least a few days on a kibbutz,
The guest house was very nice and welcome after each days work, but
I just wonder whether it hurt the true picture we should have gotton
from the kibbutz, I think staying in the volunteers cabins would
have helped, The kibbutz experience was invaluab¢l. and should definit-
ly not he left off the itinerary in 1968,

The most exciting part of the Galgillee to wme was going up the
Golan ITeights, We were quite fortunate and I hppe for the security
and welfare of Israel, the 1968 mission will be fortunate enouzh to see

the Golan Heights.also,

I must adwit 1 am not a desert traveler, but what we saw in the
Negav was such a worthwhile and exciting experience that the flies, sun

heat and sand sometimes becawe unnoticable,
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How wonderful it was to hear the story of lassada and than be
able to clihb the mountain, IHow fascination it was to walk thwough
the fortess of the lomans (and the Jews) 2,000 years old., The history
to be learned in the Negav is in such abundance that this wonderful
opportunity last summer makes me want to learn more, 1lassade, King
Solomons Mines, the Gulf of Eilat, tie Jordan frontier- how often do
we get to sece and walk in such places- What a suaser!

Before 1 leave the Nergav I just had to metion two things that I
will always remenmber,

1. The briefing by the mayor of Filat, This gentleman was both
interesting and fascinating, If he needs any campaign help, I'l1l be
happy to oblige, The mission next year must hear him also,

2. Fin Geddi; this place I will always remember for aetihesthetic

pleasure, It must have beea the éardén of Edén.

TEL AV1V
Tel Aviv is interesting and I think it is important that we
have the few days there free, The accomodations in Tel Aviv this
sumaer however must be rectified,
The }Malben and Veitzman Iastitute installations must again be

visited,

Jerusalem was the hizhlight of the Israeli stay, (especially
with the old city)
The greatest personal value of the trip was the shabhbot dinner

at people's howmes, It wus 2 wonderful way to see how Israelis live



————

Octcber 25, 1967

© Myron W. Singal
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The United Jewlish Aopeal study miscion mede z tremendous
impression on me and it influenced my feelings towards the
Jewish pecople. T should mention something =bout my'back-
ground. I come from an orthodox family and I was given 2 gowd
o€ religious trainins. In the last few years I was guite
apethetic towards Judaism bubt my feelinges z2nd pride of being a
Jewis=h has been chanzed by what I ssw in Europe and Isrzel
this pest summer., I crme to = conclusion of the mecessity to
ldentify as a Jew for the cultural, humaﬂégg%s. and ethnic
gualities. WMy renewed strenzth in Judalsm results from view-
ing the suffering, the 9a1n,-ané?gztermlnation of dJews in the
past and 1n the present..

The Jewish sririt that I saw otitracted my attention. The
u:é e orgenizations such s the Jointy, Hias, or CRT were e-
stablished to solve the problems of the Jews. ~Socizl welfare
institutions &=t ‘were founded that helped Jews get out of
troubled =aress, r=settls the peovle =2nd retrain trem inﬁrder

that they might start a new l¥fed™ AIll the social welfare pro-

ar-<
grams =ppsaled amd aimsd at the individual level to keep the
+5 -3
family unit* together and glvi=s these people pride as indivi-
ke amd pepl <5

7

duals, Ths Jews I met ssex so0 close to me—as if haye tiess

and bon's to the Jews of other natlon=lities. The Je=s =<

+ Ll
Orientel s= Eurcpesanytoth had very similar preying habits

gee \ru p\x'. cel

that nksve not haen influenced by motronel zepnrstion



The trip to Isrsel msde o cood-point—of beinr out the
significant problems faclng that country. For erxample, I
talked to the poeple I came in contact with about the conflict
between the European Jew snd the Oriental Jew sd Most}y.evexu-
ynné feels the problem is only 2n educational gap that will
disgppear_in a generation. _[Tne problem of water shortage was
impressed uporn me ;a how the State has spent so much of its
resources to develcop a metion3l mirdling' going from the
North to the Scuth, . In the Nerew, the way,towards economic
devslopment is only when new water sources are djscovered.

The way thel places«in the Negev require water to survive =nd
only when new water snurca2s are Tound can gconomic growth
takes plsce in the South,

Because of the Six Day Wary T got & falrly sood back-
ground iInto the internsl and externsl conflict between the I-
srzells and the Arabs. The group nad a discussion with a mil-
itary officer who zave a good understerdiig of the scops of
this probtlem =nd the causass 0¥, the past conflicts. This dis-
cussion 2llow=3d me to see the prasent policies =2nd go=ls of
the Isr=ell zovernment in determining a solution to the Arab-
Israsll conflicts.

In Isrzel, I could sece the great determination, drive,
and spirit 5£ ths peoplgw?;'ordev for them to settle the land,

g ; — e : :
This spirit w=s in the kibubtzm snd =9 th2 peoprls in the north-
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e s ]
ern settlements along the Golan Helghts, continued to live un-

der the continuous daily ronmberdment from the Syrisns. Also,

I was impressed by the peedle living in the Negev kibutzm un-

der the difficult climstic conditions. The veople on the Va-
e o o

chal posts showed,how my contemporaries,live =nd what they are

required to)doto defend their country.

The atmosvhere in the development'towns shcewed me the pil-

wecgpa e

oneer splrit,to reclaim the desert areas and criticsl points
cenSe\

in the country. As an econormics major, I €=k see the value

of developing smsll rursl arsas sceftered through out the coun-

try. The country 1s making a bzlance between concentrsted

cities and diversé rursl cormunities. ThHe friendliness of

the people w=s demonstrated when I hitehhiked into the coun-

efg

try and everyone stopgdto offer,transportation.

I 1ike to ma%ke 2 corment on the close contzct the group
had with the pwople of Marseillass =snd Rerlin: I got to see
how these people live =nd whoat they think.: I went with Mark
Menn amoung some of the DIS students ' 'that we had for dinner
to the student quarter of the city and other places in Berlin.
to enliven my feelings towards the city.

I think thst the Zuropeazan countrles that we vislted were

cgsg_dnc‘i_ \.-.. wyeuonG
apsranricste 5 smer Uus the Jewlsh Ruropean life of the past

and of the present. I think my experience this summer was

enlivened by tre group's stay in a refus

(D
[3)]

center, ©This stay
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gave me 2 close snd enjoyable contnct with the center's mem-
bers. The stay in Geneva sllowsd 2 visit teo tre main head-
quarters of the Joint which gave me an impression €F—the—im-
praeciod of the imports

the orgenization's operations.

'3
0

e of trhe scope =2nd complications of

I think the trip to Germany was important for. it empha-
sized the extent and the hardship that entangled thke Cerm=zn
Jew befere Worla Mar IT. The trip to, Deehsy Aand KMauthausen
showed me the borror, paln, and suffering thzat befell =211 the
victims cof the Nazis., The stay ir Berlin was Important be-

cause I feel there 1s a perallel situation between Berlin and

0}
@

Israel for btoth places are surroundeéd. by enémies.

Some of tre good paimts of the trip.

1. Thne discussions and evaluations of the program as the
group comrleted a visit to.a city. o Phis allcpedthe itinersry
to appeal to the tastes of the groub.

2. The trip wes well nplznned snd coorﬁin,t_,;*ﬁktke group

hed somecorne to meet us in the different citlies when we arrived.
3« The group gesnersally had good” parsonsl cort=ct with the

—ouid
people. =24 This point =how be emvrasized to pet students to

t
L, Tre rveorle we met with for discussions were very interest-

ing ard g=ve me = very good insizht into tre situations 2nd
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Sore peints of criticism of the trip.

1, There was not enouch contzect with the people on the ki-
butzm. The program csn be improved by the members of the
group living or beinc zdopted by s family while on the kibutz.
2., There u2s no break in the trip between the éalillee and
the Negav. A stop over in Teld &wiv would have been appropri-

1o
ate for free days,glve the members rest and relaxation.

3. More information before the trip about loglsticsﬂ§§htke

ot
=4
th
\ﬂ

sched =nd operations. Also, the informestion that was re-
ceived in New York on June 22, should have 'been to the mem-
bers' homes.

L, If pos-ihle, mowe.-theltripitowards.the.Beginning of the

summer to give the menbhers g chance to get & Jjob when return-

ing home.



NLER Suz‘)do?/

Introduction

I have had the pleasure this summer of travelling to parts
¥
of Europe and to all of Israeyﬁn the ever ending search for

knowledge about my people -~ The Jawish People. Neither before

the mission nor now do I feel that I am well verse ﬁ. th
subject of Judsism, but I feel that I have become aware of and
have realized the importance of /Khe Jewish survival through the
centuries of man. I'never coasldered thisusubject befcre this
expedition. |

I hops very briefly in the neit few words to glve you 2 cri-
ticue on a2 few highllights that intersst me. I do not wish to
repeat what many of the evaluation ssssions coantaln or what I
think others will wribet ~My report is not very comprehensivs
because I don't think & zegl ‘eritiage csh be written so soon
after hhe experience. Thus, if I have the/ time in the future

I will write my memoirs and Ssnd ¥you @ 'ccpy.

-

y,on &

NeadA



Much has been said about before arriving tec New York and

the breifing. This, I feel, is a very important stage if this
& , L 2]

4]
w
ct
o
L5 1
@
13
ot

two months is going to be & study nission, I feel Th
when he arrives in New York should be well informed oa what he

is golng to expect on his two months abroad. I want to compldgment
you on the well chosen literature given out before -hand, and I
think this shéuld continue., I.also.think at the breifing is a

good time to tour and understaad the U.J.A. operations in V.Y.

The Group
I would 1ike to covpl?nent you on & well chosesn group from
all parts of $he nation. I feel that this is very important for

the objectives of the U.J.A. and 1s dmpressive to those that meel

Itinerary 1n Eurors

I consider the iftdnerary ia Turope and the sequeace we
followed sxcelent. The'dtinerary made an erdinary Turopsaa tour
a United Jewish Appeal Unlversity Study Missloa. I don't nesd
to evaluste the leaders of the /J.D:C. that we were so Tortunate to

rter bsecaanse they did a jeb ahove aad beyoad the c2ll of
duty. They really ¥nocked themselves out to please us, I think
the tine was well alotasd z2nd a possible day here of there would
not make that =mueh dif ence. 1 would like to shortesa Marsdilles
for nore tlme in YNige, 2 ;
ze I enjoysd the focd and lodzging in Burorpe.

L=k T

treataeattoo. Tach sbep w@s aa naforgefabls experiends
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The lectur=s we encounterad were tremsndous gnd I wish the
< i Faet
all Jeuws of the world could of had the opportunity to & learaned

so much and experience what we were so fortunate to obtain,

Merseille as our Tirst stop had many highlights as the
evaluaetion sessions proved. But the city is a very important
introduction to Eurore and glves one a feeling of the 014 Yorld.
It also gives the traveller a sange that part of the trip you
will heve to zough it as faps@sS),roca 8nd board gos

Vienna was well planned with a great store of tnowledge for

us. The trips to Eiseesﬁht. Hauthaussen, Iungarian border,

and the refugze hgue was well worthiwhile.

Studeonts

I think a great differencc between our nlssion and & regular

ne veople and especizally students
=<

Je were; very fortun&te t0.82 had' their acanaiatance

ct
:
cfr
(o]
&
[
O
o
)
i“"
7]
ct
> 3
]
<
@
4
(U]
cf
cr

our own age.

and receive their views on our many fields of interest.

; i b 2
After hearinzithe canczllation of Morocco and Foland I

became very nnhappy untll the news of the addition of Switzerlaad

Burope and the Mission., The interaational city of Geneva with

the home of many world orzanizstions i3 very importa



Mission. Also I am very glad we went to Geneva after seeing the
operations and the reality of the mission of "survival Sf Jews"
in operation at lMarseilley
I cannot agrée with many of my fellow students 224 call
Greecz a rest stop on the way to Israel, I enjoyed Athens very
much during the dey and most of bhe night., I only wished we would
{Lﬁgvhad more time for an isladd eruise.n Besides Athens holding
. the history of modern man. It has a tremendous amouht of Jewish
History well worth learning about. {inimun stay should be three
days plus time feor an island crulse,
I would also hope that future missions include 'lorrocco
and Poland if possible. . Two couatries where Jews suffer and nave
suffered. Ths ﬁysticisé of oroceo @nd the Red snadow of Poland
(including Aushwitz) woiuld greatly add to the Individual's
knowledge. I would not like to hear of ©0l1d Jerusalem as & substit-
.— ute for Morocco because it would be a poor one, Poland is ofcourse
Important for the Nazl holocaust and the preseat Russian stroang-

hold. A study mission naust see these placss.
Germany

I think Germany 1s a very 1lmportant and extremely interesting
country for young Jews to ses. This great nation contaias a
tremeadous account of modera Jewlsh alstory nowever tragic it

1

may be. Munich has the mark of beling the start of the holeocezust.



Dachau contained the reality of the holegcaust. Berlin is today's
reality of a world communist oppresser on the free world,

I think it 1s important ia wvisiting the concentration
camps, One is not enough, I think the more we see wakes us up
to face the fact of Jewish survivel in the world we live in,

We must not Torget wnat happened to our people in-this tragic
period. I am glad we weat to Mauthausen which was totaly d4if-

ferent in its ewn way from Dachau.

Immigrant Studies

Since our study mission has the purpose of dolng research on
immigration of Jews from usu2lly oppressed lands to Israel, I
feel Xarselille is an excellent oppening chepter. YMarseille gives
us & introduction to'the 0ld world and-showé us the reaiity of the
refugee by seecing him &L oateliwst . 2ad departing his ship at the
dock. The lectures we had miere Eremenfous in all of Burope.
Vienna had a thrilling chapter of Russian Refuzees c¢a thelr way to
Israel. I was disappoinbed we could not talk to them at their
Mosnav in Israel. I am glad we saw immigrant housiag in Israsl.

One thing that I felt ioporftant we missed on our misslon,
that I did not notices till after the btrip, was nob seelng refucees
arrivinz ia Israel aad teing sreeted by the Israelies. think for

future missions 1t is very importaat for studezts to view th

¢/}

-

operation and procsedurs of this tremendous event, because these



I don't call myself an expert on touring and what to s=e,
but I am possitive that our itinsrary in Israzl was the most
dynamlic ever, We saw and learned a great deal about the country,
prcbably more than any othner group thati Has khad the opportunity to
see the country. 4s @ group we rpégilly had a great time and had many
meporable experiences. :

I hope that the n=xt U.J.A.study mission has the pleasurs
of seeing ths places we saw and mseting the people we were 2ble

to mest.

Tassc Evaluation 3sssion

-

A very drana
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part of our Journey wae the end--the last
evaluation session, ” I thought 1€ ¥eft 2)of to be desired. The sub-
ject seemed to be how we, collese studenis, can best help the goals

of the U.J.A. now and as bscoming lecaders ofcommuﬂitleqin the

future. 3But the discuseion seemed tTo dragy I think tims is the

only way thet thsse leadsrs Wwll1)BI made., After we are in our pro-

- 3 - - - b . -
manlty, individuvaly or in groups, and wake the fact aware of
! AL P o ARG Ya Yo aismmam Y P - -
saving the Jewish Fsople to the listzner.,We czan do thls by vary

informal Salks., Tor sxample, when somsons ask about your trip and

T S B e | eI - wlenm Iyt BV a mase = - - —ry T
what you lsarned, én glive nim the story, I feel tims will =olke
P v e i L SIS it s+ e £ 1 R . g
Liie le Sk - s LSS ES 3111 ke diftersnt Ehan thes prasgad
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Thls waz 8 very iszterssiling 8nd unigue subject

it over very czrefully I think

L3

that the United Jemish Appzal would b= making a great mistsks in
not allowing young ladiss to sunare in the opportuanlty the inow-
ledge mwe were so fortunate to colgin. Many good argumesnts caa

be volized as f@pwhether glirlasgBre Tibure leaders offfdewish
communities,or of their importance in ths task of Jewish survival
in our world. Bus tihc Ymportanes of thelr golug i1s not leader-
ship ir the Tufira Sut’ B0 (assist thelr Tellow Jewish man in

nis task 2nd dutles.

Of courszs IT migh

problens as far as resbricticeos and rules to 'bs obeyed.
I feel since ths ¥oung psople are of ags to enjoy aad
learn from the misslien, glrls should be allowed \to go. It would

be more advantagsous to Ltry it just one ysar than to always wonder

[ ad
.—b
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1d be propsr orf worthwalle tashave girls oa = U.J.A.

. oL LA
Intverzlty Study YMission.
ek
Saris
o A ke = ay TS & - iy e F. - 2
Cnfortunatasly Faris pas 2 great deal to sze, learn . a3 do.
" - 3 Y 2 - T - 2 L x . L - = - [ %% ] - -
ie were limited by tize., Thus, I Teel 1t 1s very Limportaant that we
- | L} - ~ &Y =" =~} e ' = VT = e = g LY - L e - FE
gpead a minizum of PTires days o five days To scz2 the city 2nd the
surrounding ar=as before heading home.
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Concluston

I find it hard to write a2 concluzion for this report.

I feel that 1t 1s the baginning of many woaderful things teo come.

It has opened up neyw fields and cl ey
parts of the w re of

current events that It

hes made me so @ ' compared to
the many underprivilized psople E’l % v :: g 1y nmsde me

aware of the impertance ewish survival after sesing such placss
es Dachau, Yauthaus a, the - fugees '“'_ . lives they le=d,

the battle froats, and md realize,which I

nevar realized before people that has
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When I arrived in New York the day before we departed, I
knew little about where we were going, whom we were meeting, or
even the general purpose of our mission. By the time I had .
departed for Kennedy International Airport, all of these doubts
were set straight in my mind., The briefing in the UJA office

was well-handled and to the point.

Upon our arrival in Marseille, I was impressed with the
efficiency with which our large group was handled, although
this became common place in every city we visited. Our first night
at "Hotel de la Poste" let us see the other side of Marseille.
The one advantage to it was that it was centrally located which
Mt. Olivet certainly was not.

Mt. Olivet wasn't the cleanest or most convenient of
places to stay but it offered us & great opportunity. We had the
chance to live with immigrants and to see first hand how they
were treated upon arrival from Africa. However, Mt. Olivet
wasn't used to its fullest advantage. With the immigrants
right in the same quarters, more direct, forced contact should
have been provided. For example, there was no reason why we
couldn't have eaten all of our meals with the immigrants instead
of only one dinner, which, by the way, was a great success.

fﬁe weekend in Marseille was spent lounging aroung on
various beaches, As I will say later, I feel we spent too much
time in Marseille. After coming from the United Staes, we didn't
need two days of swimming; these two days could easily be cut
from Marseille and better spent elsewhere.

In contrast to the weekend, Monday provided me with
plenty of excitement. Visiting ORT schools is a fine idea but

only if our group is not led on an extensive tour which takes
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away from the time that we are able to spend talking to the
students there. A guided tour gives a visit . like this a very
superficial meaning both to us and to the students.

The visit to the children's home made me feel so good
that the feeling is still within me. Here was a real chance
to be with needy kids, to warm our hearts knowing that here was
a chance for us to bring happiness into their liveé. It!'s an
opportunity that we rarely got on the entire trip but we stayed
only a few hours, most of which was spent eating lurcna followed
by a briefing., We should have eaten lunch with the kids and
been allowed to stay there most of the day. I can't stress this
enough; it was a golden opportunity that we passed up.

Our briefing by the Jewish Agency that afternoon was
well-handled but completely overshadowed by what I aaw later.
Seeing an immigrant come off a boat running for his life
is a a really shocking experience. From this point on the true
purpose of our mission became evident tom me, After seeing this,
I knew what was expected of me and how badly Jews around the

world need not only my support but svery Jew!s.

Geneva was not a part of our original schedule; it would
have been a terrible mistake to have missed out on a visit to
the JDC headgquarters. We were given briefings by the top men
in the organization as well as being treated as insiders. ihen
one can sit motionless for three hours, the quality of the
briefing becomes evident.

Completely contrary to this was our briefing that same

night by United Hias. ‘It was a complete waste of time. Almost
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all the information that Hias gave us was repetetive from the
morning's briefings. In addition, some of the information
that they termed classified or top secret had been given to
us by JDC.

Geneva is a very important stop for a mission of this
sort. The two extra days that could be cut out from Marseille
could be well used in this city.

A few short complaints. Next year, all the organizations
should get together to make sure thet information doesn't
overlap, or, better still, that one briefing leads into another:

Finally, about our accomadationns. Whenever you put
nineteen in a room that is meant for about six or seven,
there have to be quite a few problems created. Cite wasn't
very pleasant to stay at to say the least. However, if nothing
else, I}m sure:that both Rébbi Chinitz and I will agree that

we got to know each other pretty well in those two days.

Munich is the city that has to be visited on any Jewish
study mission. It is here that Naziism got its start.and it
is hardly necessary to mention how wvastly Nazi sm has changed
the status of the Jew today.

I'm sure it was to our utmost advantage to have Rabbi
Friedman meet up with us in Munich. For me, it was my first
contact with him. He impresseg:khat very fibst night at our
initial briefing. Since he is a fine speaker who has first
hand knowledge concerning.the Nazi era, he actually made me
feel as though I were there when it all happened.

Dachau really hit me with a bang. You can read all you

want about concentration camps but unless you see all the

unbelieveable horrors in a place like this, you just can't

- . . aaa T T T iy Ve 2 o ale Al maaT A



be visited to see this horrible place where Jews were slaugh%bd.
Dachau is one of many place:we visited that wil serve as |
an inspiration for me when it comes my time for helping Jews.
When I walked out of there, I felt as though my whole perspective
was being turned upside down,

Probably the most relaxing, fun-filled day in Europe
was spent at Berchtesgaden, the sight of Hitler's Erow's nest.
It wasn't the trip up the mountain that was so exciting. Instead
it was the trip into the mountain down to the salt mines. The
trip was completely ad 1ib and just a barrel of laughs for
everyone-a ruch needed rest. As a matter of fact, when it
came time to go up the mountain, it was an anti-climax to
what had come before.

One regret i1 have about Munich is that our group didn't
have enough contact with younger groups. Although we spent
an evening with Jewish students, a meeting with a non-Jewish group

such as DIS in Berlin would have given us the total picture.

Berlin is also another city that must be visited.
Although I felt very uncomfortable during my stay in both Berlin
and Munich, it is necessary to sacrifice personal interests
to absorb the vast educational advantages.

The briefing in Berlin, again by Rabbi Friedman, was
thorough. Following the briefing, we met with Israeli students.
Although they were very interseting, this meeting was of no
particular advantage to us when it came time to evaluate

the German-Jewish community. Instead of meeting with Israelis,



we should have been given the opportunity to talk with

young German-Jewish students. Iwas interested to find out just

vhy some were staying and why so many want to go to Israel.
Besides, while we were in Israel, we had ample opportunity
to talk to Israeli students.

One good thing did come out of this discussion. At the
time, the Israelis offered us a different viewpoinf on the
current situation. However, the most constructive benefit was
one of technique. In short, the roundtable discussion which
we used makes :it much easier to learn the basic information.
Also, in a diIscussion, it is easier for the observer to discern
the inner feelings of the speaker than it is from a number
of cold answers to certain questions.

The following night, I'm sure the meeting with the DIS
group was made much better than it ever could have been due
to this type of discussion. They were very uncomfortable at
first, and it would have been much harder for them just to
answer questions all night. As it was, the dinner and all that
foiowed was a great success. It's good to know that there is
a conscientious effort among the non-Jewgsh German youth to
support Israel, I think that this group should be afforded some
sort of strong link with the UJA.

Berlin also has to be visited because of its importance
in world current events., After reading so much about all the

trouble at the Berlin wWall, it's quite a thing to see a whole

city penned up.



The biggest failuee in Berlin was the visit to the dif-
ferent Jewish organizations. It was rushed, badly planned,
and a complete waste of time. We had about two hours to see
about six places; obviously, we could do none of them justice.
One more brief comment. Qur accomadations in Berlin deserve
some note; they were by far the best of our entire stay in
Europe
Personally, I didn't feel very comfortable in Germany.
Tt's a country that has to be visited for many reasons.-It!'s-
What I saw in Germany added tremendously to my comprehension

of the present Jewish situation in the world.

Vienna was another city which offered me a great deal.
Mr. Fink is by far one of the most organized men I've ever
run across. He handled our.group better than anyone on the
entire frip.

Our trip to Matthausen gave me a chance to see a concen-
tration camp that was still in tact. It was not necessary to
drive three hours to reach the camp and then be led around by
the noses for forty minutes. This is the type of place where one
should be alone. Bvery location doesn't have to be explained
since almost everything is self explanatory. We should definitely
have been allowdd to roam about on our own.

Eisenstadt was a défferent story. Her was the chance
to actually see a Jewish cormunity dying out right before

my very eyes. To think that we gave Gabriel his first minion



in almost twenty five yeérs makes me feel as though I left a
little part of me behind. In addition, the fact that this
man has gone on by himself for all these years gave me a strong
feeling of pride~~to carry on the Jewish tradition no matter
what the odds.

I do have one strong grépe. Many of us wanted to go
back the followiﬁéﬁ?ﬁyclean Gabriel's cemetery. As in Marseille,

here was a chance to help someone materially. Since so many

wanted to go back, we should have been afforded the opportunity.

There is very little to say about Athens., It was a
beautiful city that should be included on every itinerary.
However, it should be visited only as a chance to rest for
the trip to Israel. It offers a nice warn change in climate
and an excellent chance to ‘recover from the very tiring tour

of Europe.

When I arrived in Haifa, I was surprised that all the
dirt huts were no longer around and, for the most part, they
have been replaced by beautiful houses and buildings.
Our meeting with Jose Hamburger was such a great ex-
perience that when I tell people that I met with the captain
of the Exodus they get very excited, just as I did. Not only
was the information great but the whole experience was heightened

by the fact that it took place on the boat, In Spite of Everything,
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The day was made complete when we had completed our tour
of the harbor. When this was coupled with Rabbi Friedman's
briefing that night, our trip in Israel was off to a great start.

During our stay in Haifa, we visited too many exca-
vations. The trip to Megiddo would have enough by itself.

One excellent opportunity we had in Haifa was our
informal discussion with Israeli students from the Technion.
After talking to one student who had fought in the war, I knew
why the Israelis were such a proud people. 1 wish that this
sort af forced meeting had been provided more often; it really
doesn't take long to become well acquainted.

On our way from Haifa to Safed, we stopped a-Acre. I didn't
care for the town too much but it did give me & chance to see
the British prdéson there; it'!s a good thing to remind 21 mission
sﬁch as ours of the brutality that the Palestinians had to
face in order to gain their independence.

As far as Safed is concerned, I think that it could
be completely cut from our schedule. The hight tour of the city
was terrible, the briefing could have been good but was rushed
and badly handled. Our visit to Tiberias was a good rest and
swim but this doesn't keep Sdfed on the schedule as far as I'm
concerned.

Peobably the most bungled event in Israel was our trip
to Kefar Blum. You've heard the complaints a number of times.
We had no forced meeting with the Kibbutzniks. We stayed epart
from the XKibbutz proper. We all worked together but very much

alone, not seeing an Israell in the field the entire time that
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we were there. When I got to Kefar Blum I was curious to know
just why the people could lime their lives on a Kibbutz., Well,
I'm sorry to say that I left more unsure than when I came.
After picking so many pears I just had to kmow but I never
found out

A suggestion for next year. The group is too big to go
to one Kibbutz. The group shpuld be split into fonr groups of
seven each. Each group sould be sent to a different Xibbutz.
Upon arrival at the Kibbutz, each individual should be put
in a different Israeli house. The eight should work separately
with the Kibbutzniks and should only meet by coincidence. At least
after four days of this sort of life, I would havgiggme sort
of idea as to what keeps the pecople on the kibbutz.

Finally, when the four days have been completed, all
four groups could get together for a debriefing to talk
about the different Kibbutzim.

The short stop in Upper Nazarehh was terrible. By staying
so briefly we insulted the mayor who was obviously prepared
for an extensive briefing. We rushed right through onr of the
settlement areas which is one aspect of the trip with which we
were supposed to most concerned. The town, unlike Lower Nazareth
was very impressive; I never had any idea the immigrants were
given such nice apartments or such benefits by the Jewish Agency.
Finally, the time that we wasted in Lower Nazareth could
have been better used in Upper Nazareth,

Going from Tel Avic to Eilat is like travelling to

another world. Our discussion with the mayor at the Bungalows
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was worthwhile because we took our time to soak information
out &f him., Nobody was in & rush; I guess this was because in
Eilat there is no where to rush to at night.

There is only one more event worth mentioning. The
glass=-bottomed boat trip was probably one of the biggest waste
of times on the trip.

I think that one day and night in Eilat would have been
ample. As it was, we had nothing, or very little to do except
hang around uselessly.

The biggest surprise of the trip came at Mitzpe Rimon.
Rabbi Chinitz expected a town of 1200 to offer us very little.
Consequently, he told us to just waste time until dinner. None
of us could sit around in that heat and do nothing so we walked
around Mitzpe, To our surprise, we found the peoplw warm
and hospitable. They had no idea that we were with a group or
what we were doing in their town. Many of us were invited into
their homes where we stayed for hours. It was an awful good
day that was topped off by an informal dimner-discussion with
some members of the army base there. Mitzpe Rimon should def-
initely be included in every mission.

One bad comment about Mitzpe Rimon. The mayor was not
honest with us one single bit. He told us that there was very
little trouble in the town when a few years before the people
had gone on an all out strike, If we ere going to be briefed
the least we should be able to expect from our speakers is
honesty.

By the time we reached Sde Boker, all of us were really
dragging. We came off the hot bus to a briefing, very hungry

and even more tired, We made a bad mistake in not eating lunch



there. The speaker was a very good one with many interesting
things to say. As hard as I tried, I couldn't keep my mind from
wandering. If we had eaten lunch and then had a relaxing
discussion, we could have gotten much more from this kibbutz.

After one day at Masada, I decided that I had had it with
the Negev Desert. Unlike the majority of the mission, I went
ahead to Belersheva where I relaxed for two days before the
remainder of the group arrived. Although I missed climbing the
mountain, I did prove something to myself; The mission should
spend as little time in the Negev as is necessary. We were
getting on each other's nerves at Masada, that being one of the
major reasons for my leaving. One night would have been suf-
ficient at Masada which would have been just long enough to
climb the mountain. The extra day could have been spent getting
a much-needed rest in Be'lersheva.

Needless to say, The Desert Inn offered us the best
accomadations of the entire trip. I enjoyed the hotel immensely,

both times that I went there.

Tel Aviv has to be visited if for no other reasoh than
1/l4 of Israel lives there. I didn't enjoy it particularly. I
thought that it was just another city. We stayed in a real dive

that made Masadz look only second-worst.

The trip to Malben was one of the better visits in
Israel., It was progress right before our eyes. The briefing was
excellent, easily on a par with the professional ones we received

in Geneva,

Jerusalem is in a class by itself. One just can't say he



was in Israel unless he visits this city. It has a magic about
it that I would never be able to express in words. I could
go on for pages about how wonderful I felt there.

The dinner with the families was a great success. It:
was a chance to get intimate with a family, something that all
of as were craving for during our entire trip through Israel.

Colonel Bar-On's briefing was the best of the trip both
in Burope and Israel. He is one of the best. He was thorough
but never to the point where I was bored in the least,

Generally, it was the atmosphere of Jerusalem, the 0ld
City, the University, the people. It's strange; it doesn't really
hit you until you're far away. I left for three days to go to
Be'ersheva again. As soon as I arrived at the hotel it hit me.

The atmosphere was entirely different.

Now that I've returned home and have become readjusted,
I think I can analyze the trip cooly. Before going on this mis-
sion, Israel was a place where lots of Jess were, something
I should I should be proud;{But I never knew whjt. Now I've come
to realize how important Israel is to every single Jew in the
world. If nothing else, I've developed a pride in the fact that
. I'm Jewish., No longer will I avoid telling people what religion
I an.

Finally, a few general criticisms. There was a lot of
talk about having girls next year. This would definitely be a
mistake. Ye've gone into the reasons extensively before so
all I'd like to do is cast my vote as "nol

When it comes time to pick next year's participants, I
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think Rabbi Chinitz should be more careful whom he selects.

This could probably be done by personalﬂ;interviewimg each
candidate. If a person is interested in the cause of the mission,
he will make a point of attending the interview. If an interview
is too hard to ohtain, then an extensive qestionairre should

be filled out.

About Shmulig. He was an excellent guide and probably
one of the greatesy men I've ever met. If Rabbi Chinitz had
ever decided to change guides halfway, it would have been
a great disappointment to me and everyone else on the mission.
He could tell us things and show us places in a way that no
one else could possibly have done it. I lnow that when I go
back to Israel, he will be one of the first people that I will
go to see.

Accomodations could have been much better. The trip
shpuld cost a little more in order to secure better in a few
really bad places.

More information should have been given to us before
arriving in New York, A suggestion fob the amount of cash for
someone to brimg along-—somewhere in the neighborhood of
four hundred dollars.

I think Rabbi Chinitz was one of the finest leaders we
could have possibly had. Xnowing that you!ll read this Rabbi,
thank you for giving me this opportuhity; it was a risk
on your part and I greatly appreciate it.

T—finally, I know what is expected of me now that it is

all over, I'll do all I can to help the cause of the Jews.



N e

I've learned how badly they need my help. I've seen some
terrible things that I never could conceive of before this trip.
I've developed a pride in my heritage knowing that Israel is

the wonderful place it is after thousands of years of persecution.
This trip was a fantastic experience. I will never be the same
again. I'm so thankful that I was made part of it. I'1l do

my best to live up to what is expected of me. /

—

I almost forgot to mention our trips into the occupied
areas. This sticks with just as much a&as anything else I saw
probably because people are constantly asking aboub it. We were
very fortunate to see all that we did. Seeing 0l1d Jerusalem and
the rest of the occupied areas adds a new scope th the picture.

I could actually see the roots of the Arab-Israeli conflict.





