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Let me begin by establishing a few thoughts in 

regard to this "evaluation report . " First of all, I 

think it must be acknowledged that what transpired 

this last summer was the "first" study mission of its 

kind, that is , being made up of univ~rsity students 

from various sections of the country . I t might even 

be called "experimental ", and the participants the 

guinea pigs . To carry this logic a little further, 

one might call this report experimental , also . I n 

essence , I mean to say that there is lacking an estab­

lished frame of reference fo~ making evaluations . There 

exists , to my knowledge , no basis , no past experience , 

with which one can compare and contrast the elements of 

th is year's study mission . Nevertheless , I suppose the 

only true test of success or failure will be the future-­

that is to say , ultimately, either the fruits of the 

U.J . A. ' s labor will expose themselves in tomorrow's 

American Jewish leadership, or they will not . At any 

rate , since my evaluation has been requested, and since 

there is no established framework for this report--I 

want to inform the reader that I have taken the liberty 

t o choose my own guidelines, hoping that the ideas I 

express here wi l l contr·ibute to the storehouse of knowl­

edge that emerges from the '67 experiment . 
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With the freedom I have taken, I have chosen not 

t o dwell upon the many wonderful experiences I had with 

the group . Actually, there were many ; and the whole 

mission can be looked back upon and viewed as one of the 

f ew major educational experiences of my lifetime. It 

was very stimulating to intellectual (as well as emo­

tional ) growth , and a very enlightening venture into 

p revious ly unexplored territory . I don ' t feel , as 

o thers expressed, that this experience has been responsible 

for helping me become a "better J ew " ; I simply feel that 

it was an experience that has awakened me to the histori­

cal and contemporary problems that face J udaism , in 

I srael and around the world . More specifically, it has 

awakened me to the activities of the United J ewish Appeal 

in coping with those problems. In this sense I feel the 

mission was an obvious success . Hence I will not review 

those areas of fulfillment which I think can readily be 

detected by the organization (U.J.A.), itsel.f . And I 

refuse to ponder over such things as food , accommodations, 

free- time, transportation, side-tours, etc., that often 

do become more central to thought, when travelling , than 

th e main objectives. Be~ause, I feel, that when all i s 

said and done, the really lasting taste in one's mouth is 



e. 

-3-

carried away , not by his delight or dismay over food 

and accommodations , but, by his intellectual experience 

r egarding the objectives of the mission and by his emo­

tional experience with the group and director . 

As far as the intellectual objective goes , I under­

stood this to be "refugee needs . " To study the needs 

of Jewish migration from areas of oppression and suppres­

sion to areas of the free world and to Israel--this was 

the "stated objective." (And it must be differentiated 

from the "implied objective," of which I will speak a 

little l ater . ) Now This objective was very clear from 

the beginning, and was very clear at the end . But some 

where along the line near the mid- point of the mission , 

this objective seems to have receded into the background . 

Wh ereas in Europe this objective was so clear as the 

group was exposed to the operations of the J ewish Agency, 

the Joint Distribution Committee , and United HIAS--once 

in I srael , it seems to have receded into the background 

while th e euphoria over Israel ' s recent military victory 

took center stage, and the whole mission p rogram seemed 

to be transformed into one of sightseeing and general 

education . 

In other words ,· the thread that was so closely 
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followed in Europe, from Marseilles, to Haifa (with some 

qualification, see below), was somehow l ess carefully 

followed in Israel . This may sound somewhat harsh. And 

I suppose it is . After all, weren ' t we audience to a 

number of speakers and witness to some live operations 

related to the needs of refugees? Certainly, we were . 

But my own feeling on this matter is that the major sub­

ject of study, onc_e in Israel, "absorption "--was not seen 

for what it really is, and that much more time and energy 

could have been spent in planning a more coherent examina­

tion of that singular refugee problem, even if it meant 

spending a week at Mitzpeh Ramon ! 

Actually, even before arrival in Israel I found there 

existed a problem of historical-geographical progression . 

Rather than beginning the mission in Marseilles, then going 

to Geneva, then to Germany, then to Vienna, then to Athens, 

and finally to Haifa; wouldn ' t it be much more instru­

mental- -in view of the historical facts important to the 

p urpose involved--to begin the mission with the sheer 

i mpact of Germany , then to go to Geneva, the general head­

quarters for operations of the relevant agencies . This 

s eems an excellent spot for familiarizing the group with 

th e theoretical framework of the various agencies which 
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receive funds from the U. J . A. A thorough briefing of th,.e 

functions of each agency and of their inter-relationships 

or overlappings would be most instructive before going 

into the "field." A more generous use of statistics and 

budgetary data might also be helpful in adding illustra­

tion to the operations of the agencies involved . After 

Geneva , the next logical stop would be Vienna , since it 

happened historically that Jews made their way through 

t his transit point to the free world and to Israel long 

before Marseilles became an important migration center in 

modern times . Hence Marseilles would be the next , and 

l ast , logical European stop . The group , at this point , 

would see the operations of the more recent Jewish migra­

t ion . It seems that this plan of geographical progression 

would more closely follow the historical facts and would 

h elp make for a clearer and more logical understanding of 

t he whole problem of Jewish migration . I feel that Athens 

c ould be dropped from the itinerary. Greece is beautiful , 

and the J . D. C. does operate there ; but I think that as it 

i s used-- for rest and recuperation--it only functions to 

b reak up the continuity of the subject . Marseilles to 

Haifa would best hold together the conception of Jewish 

migration from North Africa to Israel (via Europe) . 
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Once in Israel, from Haifa thereafter , I think, 

in order to accomplish as much as possible in accordance 

with the stated objective , the whole mission program 

ought to be geared higher to the subject of refugee 

"absorption , er whatever that problem demands . Rather than 

spending five days on an anglicized kibbutz , in isolated 

pear- picking , five days spent in a development town such 

as Mitzpeh Ramon would be a much more valuable experi­

ence (one that would foster a positive response in the 

way of commitment to a contemporary problem; rather than 

a negative response to a historical movement which most 

American Jews have a hard time understanding) . Albeit 

_a development town such as this does not paint a pretty 

picture, it does give one exposure to the REAL problems 

of import which confront the Jewish Agency for Israel, 

and would indubitably evoke obligation to practical solu­

tions on the part of observing mission participants . 

Thus I have expressed, hopefully, a few ideas and 

r econunendations I feel will add to the emerging storehouse 

of knowledge that the 1961 U. J . A. University Study Mission 

can rightfully, be proud of . I could have chosen to dwell 

on the memories of joy and gratification- -such as climbing 

Massada, sightseein~ in the Sinai, tree-planting in 

J erusalem, swimming at Ein Gedi, etc . , etc., etc .--but I 
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think that what I have undertaken has a much more posi­

tive value as it may be helpful in future study missions . 

Now I come to a more insecure topic, the discussion and 

conclusions of which I'm not so sure about . But they are 

my candid thoughts, and I will express them here for 

whatever they are worth . It all centers around the issue 

of "group composition." 

Some might argue that it is not an issue at all . 

But I feel that it, indeed, is a most fundamental issue 

that can make or break group efficiency and achievement . 

I might start by admitting that there is a definite 

risk inherent in selecting individual participants by 

soliciting recommendations from prominent fund raisers 

in the numerous local Jewish communities throughout the 

nation . Inevitably, many of these people are going to 

recommend their own sons. Why not? What mother or father 

in her or his right mind wouldn ' t love to see her or his 

son take advantage of such an opportunity? To have one ' s 

son go to Europe and Israel with the U. J . A. is a highly 

legitimate wish for any American Jewish parent . I t is 

r ightly so be.cause it is an excellent approach to the 

problems facing Judaism today . But-- let us not forget 

those few little words in the solicitor's letter : nbased 
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on potential leadership on campus and in the community . " 

(What I like to think of as the " implied objective . ") 

These are often glossed over by the one who makes the 

r ecommendation; or , in any event , it may just be wishful 

thinking on the part of one who thinks that this young 

Jew , heretofore inactive in Jewish affairs , may come back 

from a University Study Mission completely committed to 

activity in the local Jewish community . Thus the parent 

often overlooks the capacity of the son for b eing active , 

for leadership, merely hoping for it . Very positive 

thinking , but , I don ' t think the U.J.A . c an r ely on this 

type of thinking f o r its investment in leadership poten­

tial . All would be very nice if the U. J .A . had a separate 

program every year that took so many young Jews to Europe 

and I srael , at a reasonable fee , simply to give them the 

benefit of a unique experience and education . But the 

U. J.A . doesn ' t have this kind of program . It has neither 

the time nor the resources to support such a program . 

Hence there is an obvious n eed for a much more definitive 

selection of individuals . After a ll, if these small 

annual g roups are to become the vanguard of future Jewish 

l eadership , then they must have with them the credentials 

or qualifications that can assu re their backer that they 

are a worthy investment. 
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Perhaps I can use myself as an example, though I 

do not tnink I fit this task as well as a few other 

participants of the First Mission . Frankly, one of my 

biggest surprises came at the end of the mission when 

I felt that by participating in the First Mission I had 

obliged myself to become an active member of the local 

campus-Hillel program. If this came as a surprise to 

I 

me it was partially due to my own naivete regarding the 

f unction a nd rationale of the U.J. A. Study Mission, but 

e qually due to the U. J . A. itself . Where I find the U. J . A. 

at fault is in the very beginning . The idea of conunit-

ment and obligation to local campus - Hillel program 

was , simply, not emphasized enough in the beginning . I f 

it had been, chances are that 4C°fe of the membership would 

h ave shyed away. I t is my honest opinion that this 

large a percentage had no intention of becoming active 

upon return from Israel . I must include myself in this , 

though I also must admit that my commitments may undergo 

r adical change in the near future . But, aside from myself, 

I observed that in others there was a profound reaction 

a nd resistance to the barrage of propaganda that was 

d i scharged in attempt to instill this fee l ing of obliga- • 

tion, as the mission progressed . Hence I feel, in 
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sympathy to the aims of the U. J . A., that an examination 

of recruiting should be made for future missions. One 

suggestion might be to add a postscript to letters of 

solicitation emphasizing the "leadership" aspect . 

In all the above I am not trying to take a defensive 

stand--because I, personally , feel I have more to offer 

the Jewish Community en masse in other areas than fund 

raising leadership- -! am merely making recommendations 

t hat might aid in ensuring group unity and efficiency . 

This is exactly the point on which I feel that the ' 67 

University Study Mission was sorely lacking in success . 

When there is a knowledge of what is expected of one , 

and when the~e is a unity of purpose amongst the members 

of a group, then a group functions efficiently in working 

towards its objectives. My own experience , and in 

collaboration with others, brought me to the conclusion 

that there existed a large gap between the U . J.A . as 

an organization devoted to certain ends , and certain 

s tudent members devoted to other ends. I think this gap 

arose because there were certain individuals that partici­

pated who were the obvious consequences of a faulty mode 

of selection . In other words, there were some individuals 

who were present in the mission purely for reasons of their 
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own pleasure, uncommitted to the objectives of the 

mission, and I'm sure uncommitted to any obligations 

in their local Jewish communities . Once this became 

apparent, there developed a friction between the various 

factions that developed within the group. Thus tension 

rose, and group efficiency was diminished . Personality 

conflicts developed, and the maturity of the group was 

pulled down by the lowest common denominator . A few 

potential leaders emerged, and a few adventurists with ­

drew from the group completely . I could go on and on 

and on decrying the petty conflicts which arose through­

out the mission , and were in a large part responsible for 

h ampering the smooth efficiency of group unity. But I 

see no point . Any group will be subject to the human 

failings in interpersonal relationships; but , at least , 

a group which is united in purpose may overcome petty 

differences . Hence the need for a more discriminating 

machinery for participant selection. 

My recommendation is that those who are selected 

must be so on a very qualifying basis . Verbal commitment, 

if no past evidence can be prcduced . There must be 

worked out a coherent formula for selecting individuals , 

even if it means lowering the fare of some individuals 
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(by scholarship , or loan, or something ) . L~tters of 

recommendation , alone, simply will not provide the 

cream of the crop . All it takes is about three indi­

viduals who are not willing to accept the objectives 

of the group to spoil the functioning of that group . 

I n conclusion to this brief report on the "experi­

mental ir mission , I would like to say that I feel very 

good about having participated in it . As I said before, 

I consider it one of the greatest experiences of my life . 

I feel very happy to have known all the members; the 

director , Rabbi Chinitz; Rabbi Friedman; and all those 

anonymous contributors to the program. I left the 

experience with a good taste in my mouth ; and, if I do 

not find myself active on campus at this point , right 

now, I do foresee a future contribution to J udaism and 

its survival . I hope the communication that has been 

bridged between world J ewry , the U.J . A. , and mysel f shall 

continue . I see a significant success in this factor 

alone . 



From: William Pinsky 

The trip is on; the trip is off! \le 1 r e going to Europe, but not to Israel! '1.bese 

were all the r unors that preceeded the final telegr am tcll:ng us cf the meeting in 

NeH 'fork on the morning of June 22 and the departure that eve:ning for Eu.rope and Israel. 

These were the rurnors and finally the facts t hat built up the excit er:1ent prior to the 

meeting in New York. Instead o~ the tcP.s ion and anticipation r e".chinc; i'k cli.Jr'.ax 

at the rneetint:;, it only increased and continued to build even through the first rrnm­

en.ts of the flicht t!'lat evening. :Sut what I would like to point out here is that it was 

throneh no &re3.t endeavor of the UJA that this occurred. The reason I feel this way 

is because the only th:ine I could se~ a.ccom;)lished at that first n:eeting was a small 

br iefing of flilal preparations for the trip s~ch as money exchanses , baggage, e.nd e tco 

I do understand however t hat a program of s or..e sort 't·ras planned b·1t be';aus e of the 

emergency fund and Herb Friedr.~n's 2bsenceJ t.~e pro~rara ~?d to be aborta~. For this 

r easob
1
perhaps r:iy criticism is not 100~ vali::l., but what sho'..lJ.cl. be done is a re- exar.­

lilation of the a genda t hat had been planned and evaluate it +,o sse if it actually 

woul<l have been c?. valj.d br1 efing to our tripo But perl-iaps more inherent than 7.h is is 

the background work which should have been carried out during the spring months prio~ 

t o our ei.rrival lil N~r York. Tnere was e.n atter:ipt with the sending of v arious books . 

(which I might add, not ev eryone received) to the participants , but the idea of cov­

ering t'!'1.e objectives of each part of our trip and moreover the overall purpose of our 

mission was not touched at all
1 
until we r eached Nei.r York and even t:ie:n it was only a 

feeble atte!Tlpt . '!his r cr.rincb we of another po:int that perha9s I missed earlier, anrl. 

that concerns the organizations wifa wnicb. we were to be preoccupied: t!:le J.~C, Jewish 

Agency, and United HL!\S . As you kn01·1, I have had a fairly good conception of what these 

are and what they do, so for me, t!:e sr.:a.11 arnoi.:nt of talking we d i d about them in Ne-~r 

York was sufficient, but ! know frori contPct -with sorae of the othe:- participa.nts , that 

t~ey were r eally left quit~ confcsed with who did what and where . I' m not saying 

t!"!e.t t here· sho:ild be ela:iorate speeches preparad to explain to us t he d-=tails of each 

group, but wha t could have been done was sendint; us inforrra tion prior to ::cw York to 
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eXIJlain to us what organizations we will be meeting with and out1'izlgiwhat they do. 

This could have even cleared up a lot of confusion at our encounters with 111e1,i'!)ers from 

these groups in various cities . 

So much for the time spent in New York and in trans it to !Jarseille~ except L>1 the 

future, Rabbi, I think yon should publish a list of the meals that will be served 

on the plane for Asherma.n. 

In ilarseille, as we were in every cit y, we were met in a very hospita°i:'le way 

with all the arrangements rn...:i.de for us . As for our stay at Eontolivet-- the b'.d.lding 

e itself with e>ts accorodations for sleep and meals were really fairly adequate, but the 

only real objection was that it was located so far from the heart of town. For a while 

many of us thought !·:arseille was a s rnall fishing port of only 100, 000 people instead of 

a major port of one million. Sut actually I feelthat there is no real need for us to 

stay in a downtown hotel because our arra.!1gel'1ent with a bus meeting us irl ~ra.rious 

places worked fairly well, but of course if th~re a!'e no refncees at Lontolivet then 

our stay there would of=coq.rs-e be pointless, unless as l"ostorur would say, ' '!}Le could get 

the feel of the placeo 11 As for our stay in =·..arseille, I' rr: sure you rer.ier.ber from our 

gr ipe session that we pretty much agreed that our stay there was too long. In SP'=ak-

ing of our lenzth of stay in }·arseille, you !:light feel it necessary to cut out some 

activities if we were to shorten Uie ti.t!e t!lere. Hha.t ¥e coald do is delet· some aspects 

s uch as the Sunday on t!ie isl;ind, although it was fun, it was not necessary, and also 
·;-i ,. ·• 

some activi~ies could have been col'1bined., such as .. briefing wit.'1 ::r. Garcey done at 

like a dinner rr.eeting. By the way, I was very lli'J.ch impressed with ~'.°r . Garcey and 

with the way he s poke with us . I do wish we could have spent Ill.Ore time at the ORT 

school and per ha's had lunch with some of the iP..structors and students as we did fo 

Geneva . The opporti.lnity of meeting the :man at the boat w1.s terrfic, bi1t I ' m afr alli 

that cannot be arrenged every year. Some of us did ~.ake "J.Se of our ·opportunity to 

meet t.."1e inhabitants of .i-:ont olivet whcih r.:ade our stay t her e worthwhile. I do not 

think you should ·,rorfry ypurself with the complaints of free time, because if it hap-

pened that we had a free afternoon or eYeninf; once in awhile, that was enou;;.h . I 



don ' t th:ink anyone needed a great deall of free ti."Tle e~:ezy day. After all, we wero 

there for a purpose , and it was not to vis it the oper a. every night . 

I guess Geneva was added on to our schedule after Norocco and Poland had to be 

dr opped, but I must s ay it was a welcome ::i.ddition. Fir st of all we learned a lot; good 

briefings by JDC, and :i:!J.S wasn ' t all that bad so that they cOtlld not improve in the 

future . The atnosphere at Geneva wit!'\ its peacefulness mixing with tb~ importance as 

one of the di plomatic capitals of the world added to the exciter.ant. The ORT school 

which we vis ited ac tually sur~riesed me greatly. First of all I was impressed wi th 

e t he administrati•rn staffe we met and also enjoyed the lunch with the students . I 
... \ 

bad a f ine tslk with one of the Afr icans at lunch· even though we disagreed on many 

?llany subjects about the U.S . > I felt I learned a bit aboi1t the .ilfrican mind. Of 

course our accor1odations in Geneva were not ~he best, but ! believ~ we all survived. 

Next our j our ney took us to Inmich, an unfor cettable exper ience in the true sense 

of t he word. Will we for e;et Dacha.~, will we for get Berchtesearten , will we for get Herb 

Fried.nan ' s tal~s to us . All that was very iF!pressive to us , who had only hear d about 

Ger many and i ts nvsteries .:rom books and movies , and t.hen all of a sudden there we 

wer e in the middle of it. One thing worr ies ne though, h 0.'1' r.;uch of the drama of the 

situat ion did Rabb i E'r iednian cause . With his dral"'.atic voice and pP.rsonality, every-

thing w ss rnagni.fied. I hope tha t not a maj or par t of what we felt in Ger l".any was 

caused by Friedr..an, because I arn sur e :Ohat in the f1lture trips he will not be ; r esent 

t o direct the drar.a . He all a;>pr eciated Ja~hau, wi+..b or wit"tou~ Fried.'i!an ther e , and 

almost the same for Bel":htesgar ten although his dr ail'.atic dialovie was notice::ibly pres-

ent. Actually Rabbi Fr ied.man c r eated an atmospher e in ~-imicb and Ber l in uhich had 

not r eally been present befor e in the t r ip . You mig.h t s ay Der n.any ~elf created it, 

But I think it was helped along a {;Teat deal by Yr iedJ ..an. In the futl!r e , this feeling 

of ter; sion and ex~it.e;.,ent ni;,:ht :>resent it,$elf with out any out.side help, but I feel 

i t ' s sorrtethinr to watch out f or . A5 far as -ahat we did in : llnich. of covrse Dachau 

was i ndfapensa.ble and Berchtesgar ten even with its corru'!ercialism was g:oorl. I enjo~1ed 

the Deut..ches huse:u1n. a5 llPlC'h as I have the S111itsoni.an but there was also a very good 



art museWll which Jim Friedn.an and I visited one afternoon, but that was sorr.ething 

extra- curriculaT and had no real bearine on our t ( ip as planned. But somethig that 

did have bearmg on our trip was omitted for various reasons wa:,:; a Meeting with the 

l·iunich branch of DJS . I know 'Ee had discussed this previously so 1 1 m just addine 

it as a reminder . 

Berlin was an experience, not for its . .Te:·dsh syr.bols to 1.is , but !ll2inly as its 

r ole :in wor ld his torJ. l-ur touring of East Be!" 1 in and even our glimpses pf :·/est Berl :in 

were definitley worthwhile and a lthough the~· d id lack direct contact to our aim of the 

trip, they ~dded to our total experience and ectually eP-erged as an extens i on of our 

purpose. P I!: sure ~ ..... ou ?emcmber our meeting with '!Jhe :n3 in Berlin and how they 

outsh:ined our ~eetine the previous nifht with the Je:.;j_c:;h students . I a m sure that 
,\ · ~;ilc-h 

the DJS {;et- together will contin•1e in future !J!ans , but I also feel,~'our encounter 

with the Jewish students iTas noth:ing special, it di d have its values and should be 

c ont:inuea . 

I suppose we have now arr ived in ~!ienna , in the r,rasps of Lr . Fink. 77i enna was 

definitely wel l planned and we all fors <'w th is after the meticulous way Fink handled 

us at the airport and at the hostel. . Frob.:ibly thou€;h , the only thir.gs I vrill r en:em-

b er Vi enna f or a!'e the ·.risit to Eisenstadt, t he beautiful art museum, Schoenau, and 

t he r ainy days . That might soup~ f airly harsh , for I have not even menti oned hatt -

hausen. So1i:ethint; happened at i.atthausen, ;>erhar...s it was the large group of us t r oop-

:ing through, but in ar>9 case: net until we r eached the quarr/ did I reagain son:e of 

the feeli.gg I had sensed at D.::.c~a1 1 . Th?.t is why in the f nture trips I feel that if a 

trip to Dachau hc:i.d been r'\ade , then t.li.e long excursion to I'.att'1~.usen would be s:i.per -

fluous . Anri of cotrse there was Schoenau. It ' s funny, but the two big th:inf'S in 

Vienna for us mieht not be there :in the f·.r~ure : t.1-ie refn~ees at Schoenau and Gabriel 
"- ... > 

in Eis ens t !1.dt. T'.1a t' s wli.y if' I'tb say ' ' ien~a is important :'or future trips , all I 

couJn 5ay is it would b<;:? in1pottant only E yo-.:. ~an £Uarantee Babr iel in Ei.sqT'_stadt a!1:i 

!Tow to Athe.ri~ , our last roos ting spot bef J r e we r each Zion! At:1ens was def in-

itely a ~ood ~pot ibo -:: top and r elax be.."ore \;e carrie1 on onr journeys . 1·'.rs . J:.sgkin?.zy 



was very helpf1tl and d.id have things !)lannecl for u In the future though it sec:rs s~e 

~.b0uld only have that morninc i our and briefine for 'lS , t:nless there is a.11pther Arab-

Israeli war uith r efugees co1.1in~ fr0 11 r:grpt to Greece. Othexwis e if tiine is of the 

ess ence, a fl i ght from Vi9nna to Tel Avikr would not be unjust . 

So we have finally r eached Israel, the land of milk and hone~r, +..he land of Zion. 

O.ir accomodations in Haifa could n:::it have been better . T:"le service and !)eople at Shul-

a11it were r eally t6p-dr:.wer, especially cons iderinr.; we were ~xpecti..rig the :-rorst. But 

what ahout our ti.nie: in ~.qifa? I was kimi o! cO!'..fused about the 9ur9<ise that our time 

there was directed toward. You knc: .. r we all aereed that our ~ession with Comr'12.nder 

Hal'Tlbnrger was worthwhile and excitin:; but per~aps it was the letdo.m of fir"..ally 

r eacl-iine what we ha.d !111 bee:ri a·r:?.iti.rig, bu7. ri:::;..>it after our w.eetin.; at' 't!ce P.liyah Bet 

boat, tr.e excitement ~eered to d!"ain. ~fa::fa itself had an air of ~citeraent 1?ith 

the dockyar d, Technion City, and the construction of the Haifa UPiverslir; . I don't 

believe there is any question that what we did in Haii'a was worthwhile , 'l)ut there wa.3 

some :L11def:L11able f ee.ling around that we were "runnint; in place." The d:i.scuss:i.ons in 

t.'1e e11ening were iruAor1l'.ative and helped to r.ave the wa:y for the e·1en finer ones to coi:;e . 

'lher e is a possibility, as nany of the groti:) had nentioned, that t:tere should have 

been some information on Js '!"ael presented to us '. e rbally either :L11 Athens or Haifa, 
..,..., .. \.-: .... t 

but ac+..•1ally, we are all old enough s~ if we want to know so:rtethi.rig we can f bd ito 

After O".lr vis its to t.'le excavations 1nd our social call on the Druzc 1:1e headed 
~ 

nor th to Safed vi2. a stop at AcrB. Acre was very interestin;; to see and I think we 

$pent jest enoujl tilr:e there , almost too muc;j . Acre actually was i1andled -;;er.1 well, 

those who wanted to stick with Schmulig were '·relcome to, but +,her e was no obli &aton . 

I s uppose if the scalpel had been applied earlier to our itnerary, :itopovers SPC'.-1 as 

th is one co11ld !lave been shortened. I r eally do understand ;1!-!y ue spent those :ew 

days at Safed, · fhen :rou f i r.> t th bk about it. , we really did not see ti-tat ::r.!ch of u -

port.ant val:.te th~rc , !:iUre we had a walkint; :o'.lr at night and we ~'!W SO!lle of the art:!.:; ts 1 

qt1 a r ters , but docs th.? t jt:.5tii'y a tv1 0 -3.::ty stopo,rer there. ? No, b ut smcc He used Sa!'ed 

as a base to travel out fro.·1, our stay was justified. It ra.ay appear I am talking in 

c ircles , but what I' rn tr-f~nt; to say os that in futcre t r ips we only need stay in Safed 



as lon;: as cit is necessary to see the surrounding area. I r eally enjoydg our little 
::i.. 

trips to the Tlberias area, but one th:ing I must mention, you <:!lrnost h:icr'mutiny at 

- L 

the Nachal post when ·we forced to Lieve . That fa the kin0 of thing when we' re all en-

jcying ourselves we should be able to hare a flexible enough schedule so ~o be able to 

devote more t ime thereo And also at Safe1, we had a ve!".J ttnjoyable and in:'ormative 

talk l-rith I believe i"!r. Keisar, and I really felt eJrbarassed wli.en you seemed con:pelled 

to shorten our disci.:ssion by saying many of the boys wanted free t)jne . T'nis bring; n:e 

back to my sore point about this free ti.·.e. Free t:iJ'le fa not that much of a necessity 

where we should have to cut short a d:iscuss ion to ;ilacate several boys ' whimsical and _ 

thoug1tless des~ . Ue : ere on the trip to learn, and if our learnfr1g interferes wit.11 

out f r ee t.iffle, well, I wo~vler which shol\11 be hurt! 

Next, we gr oup of wandering Jews found ourselves at the thrcsholJfl of hard labor 

at the hands of a Si.."T!pn Lecree k:ib~utzni.l<. I ' m being sarcastic of course . Actually there 

is not too zn-..J.ch to disc1.1Ss about Kfar !3luM, you kna.·r pret-';y r.mch ho.·1 we felt about 

our accomodations and what w~ did. Yo'.l know of course 110 would haYe rather li\·ed with 

the workers and also worked with them,;1 P.Ot ours elves and the other yolunteers . So 

enough f or a sore spot of the t rip. 

I {;Uess this was the point of the trip wher e after our meet:.ng l?ith you and 

Friedman tl1a t we decided to let you put the knife to teh tri p . Hell you did and we 

started off by skipping the water project, cutti.11g short o:.ir visit in i·!azaret.h., and by-

passi.T\g Caesaria . I did not rn:iss anythi.Ttf; at the wat~r project but I feel Nazareth 

was a little bit <iii:'ferent. fo.s far as the old town of r.Jazareth was concer ned, for my 

part we coul rl have omitted enitrely, it was dirty an<l of no r eal interest smce the 

churches a~d etc . t.~ere had ridiculous admission prices . But for the develop~ent 

t O\-m of ~1az2:reth and ou.r talk with the r.i.ayor there we co'.lld have spent mor e time. 

And as sO::!e did r:ient.ion at t.li.e tiine, tJe sort, o.L felt a little re.de ih cutti.'1.g the 

Il'ayor off so short. Please note that I an not ~laming you .:or j::iis, beca~e I real-

ize the esti,111_:i. ted tLi:e of our activitfoe was :innaccurate as we experie11cerl ;;. lonz 

wait at the airport . 

Believe it or not, I enjcr;eci Eilat ve r-.1 lt'...tch~ It wa~ hot .:>.3 hell t hAre, the r ooi;s 



were hot, and the service in the r estaurant was j ust plain lousy, but what we did 

there was fine . The opport unity to see hcrw close Eilat is to Aqaba, the port and r e-

fineries , and. j ust to be able to app r eciate the area made our stay enjo-.fable . This is 

one place I definitely would r ecorronend for future groups . And what can I sau about 

our discussion with the mayor? I~t had to be one of the best we had in Is r ael; he was 

pleasant, informative, and I feel treated us with a great deal 06 r espect . (By the way 

what are the r:.~mors I have :iaerd that he is no longer mayor of Eilat?) 

I found our drive t.p the Negev to Nij.zpe R:Unon very enjoyable despite the heat. 

e Our lunch at the kibbutz was good becaus t• for the first t i me at a kibbutz where we 

dinea, we were spoken to by a mewber to explai n to us the operation of the kibbutz . 

This I definitely r ecommend for e~.·ery kibbutz wher e the group s tlhps to eat relax, or 

.,, ...... ::t.. 
do otherwise. The stop at King Solomon ' s Hines was not indispensable to the t rip ont I 

cannot see why ther e woul<l ::,e anything to force this out of the schedulea And what 
........ 

about .Hi.,tzpe Rimon? You kne;r pretty '' rnuch en.joyed the d inner t.'lat night and .many of 

us rnet residents M the co1T1J'l'..!nity during the day. Ti feel that a stop at a falter-

ing; development town is i.rlvaluablc but the town selected for a vis it should be care-

ful ly chosen, for 2.n endeavo!' such as we c.::>rried out could easily fall f~Jt in our fac e . 

After our :::;t,ay in the hostel n e cont.inned our t r ek across the desert wi th :inter-

mediate stops at Avdat, Sde Boker, and Tzin Canyona This was a day chock f ull of 
~·.L;J 

climbing, r v.ins , and hot thirsfy boys . (rn.en?Q This was also a day that' one of our 

most worthwhile; Avd.a t was interestin;j/ althouf;h by this point our inter est inruins was 
'-

fading} and those of us who clir.bed down t he canyon thoubht that it was t errific . 
I 

It leant us a bit of excitement and adventure that we P..11 needed, beside havini; the 

opportunity to 1ritness beauty. He went t o Sdora for lunch which doesn ' t deserve a com-

ment except that the tobacco s oup was just very untantaliz L11gly god awful! ! ! We made 

it to E1ssada with a stopoff at God's O:·rn paradise, Sin C-edi. I feel 2lso that day 

you ni.ade a ve ry wise choice by oraitti.11g Diirlona, for that day was ver-1 f nll, 'but not 

t oo full so as hot to be able to appr eciate it. I' m no~ r eally sure wha.t happened taht 

might that broa0~t abo'..lt our discuss ion to leave hassada and r;o straight to EGersheva 



but those boys who missed first of all O'lr cor;uri;md c.:>.r trip, and then the cliJrb to 

¥.assada, missed one hell of <' lot . 111e half day in t~:e ca~ was just enough to a{;ain 

give us some excitement (and of course the ggod rays , we all wanted that tan! ) and 

beauty. '!'heue is nothing too reuch to be S.1id about our day atop l-~ssada . It is some-

th in~ we all looked forward to and finally appreci.Rted when we got there, but if I 

were to start talkin{; about our time spent at the i.rm and. our ac~omodations I could go : 1; 

for ever an ever. You know it was bad and there is no real solution save for The UJA 

to build a luxu!"'f hotel thP.re or next year possibly stay at Arad nnd climb it from ~~at 

e side. Beersheva was next on O'.lr list and i~ was a real shaf"'~ there was nothing to 

allow ~s a longer stay at the Desert Inn. Our little excursion to the Sinai wtl.th the 

Colonel was enjoyed by one ci.nd all not ei;en to r:ention Kenny Rubenstein . Perhaps we 

shoull have had so~ sort of briefing on 2eersheva es a develop?'lent town, but as it 

turned out a few Of us learned a hit f!'O!'l some people in the toun. 

So we continued our journey to Tel Aviv where we were put up at th~ lt!Xl.\r'J :!'lotel 

of luxury hotels , the Yarkon. I will not bitch about the Yarkon because I feel Jim 

Fr iedrrran and I did enouOi. of that at t he ti.me . Hh2t about our time in Tel Aviv? Onr 

one f r ee day was appreciated. Personally I spent it in Caesari.:l and enjo-.fed it a e;reat 

deal. Our visit to ; alb en was eood, it was hand 1-ed well and we learned cnon&-11 . 

Heizman Institute was alri.Ght, I don't kna.·1 ~0:-1 it could be irnproveri; but it just wasn 1j; 

anything excitinc. Perhaos in t .. 1-te future a ~rip to the ORT school should 'be planri.ed. 
I 

We sho11ld have haC. the opportunity to con-.pcire it to the one_ in furopeo This could be 

just with me, but so!IEhow the cocktail party we hci.rl pl.anned just did not seem to c ome 

off ri.e-'1t. I met a lot of the guests ~l-tere out nothine seemed to excite me too .rr-uch . 

Anywa;,r, on to the city o.f; i;:old, Israel's own diYided city that h~s been allowed 

to unjte itself once more . The nine days '11\? spent t'.~'E?!"J can:i.ot be described adequatf:'ly . 

'The little thin~s ·,re did and saw are beyond riescrirtion. 'I"ne fac~ of the :)eople in 

the old city .,,e witness ed in our several trips t!icre were so cxpret";.:;ive; too expres-

s ive for words o 1.!e learned a ereat deal Y:isually and even in a sn'.?..ll talk several of 

m had wi.~ha .!ordanian blide. 0n the sabbath e•;e in a home'·~ll had ~ood tir,es and !'iiQre 



of this sort of thine should be do:i.e in the f uture . The trip to Herzl ' !; t!o;·b , the 

Kenesset, ::en11ectv .:0rest, the mei:iori.?.l to the sjx riillion, ~nd the !lebr e:·1 IJnivers i°t'J 

are just sorr.e of the thincs you have to do when in the area . !..s for ot:r briefines in 

t he e"enint,;s , there is almos t nothin6 to say you do not know . Each one was very good 

in its own r ight, with the exce>tion of Colonel 13ar-0n ' s which was exceptional in its 

O':Tn ri(:ht . Hc>.s our time in Jerusalem well s9ent? !Iow could it ha'.'e been arrythin& 

other than that, anct no we were not there too long a :;eriod of ti.me. Our time there 

was put to '.lse \·er-/ effec t,ively~ 

Par is , what to s ay about P.;>_r is? t would have been nice to have been able to 

s tay longer; lJu.t no b::it:; deal. \le did not go on the trip to see Paris or any other 

city: but as I said betore w~ :rere on the trip to study and learn . 

Fo!' some cor.unents in general as to our trip and the ones in the future . Our t r ip 

was or ganized as well ns could be e.xpecteei considering the e r.:ert:;ency fund hap!?ening at 

the sa1ae time . Ce~·tain things in the pre}>aration which could be improved i.11clude 

better literatP.re, pamphle+..s bool<.s and etc . , sent :.o the participetnts in the months pre-

ceedi..11g the t r ip, and as I said in the be3iP.ninb, the neeti..rl& in Nev Yor k cotlC. hc>ve 

been rr.ore informative . About the par ticipants - - the ner;bers of our trip seemed that 

e they had not been Hell relectecl . Some at first see:r.ed tOL·concerned with f r ee 7.itn"3 and 

did not t ake our purpone seriously enou3fi. . 0t1 ,e.. rs did not either ha'le the maturity 

K 
or intell i gence to be able to cope with uhat we encountereri and to :mt ·· into focus . 

'l'here S..S not2ing to be said a':>out the conflict of ;>ersonalitiee t.':-\at occurrec, for 

that will always hap;1en, bgt it can be alleviated sonee!1a t as I said before, by more 

ca r efully s~reeP-in6 the applicants . :·Tow for the big question, should ther e be girls 

on the t our? I can see no r eason in arry s haJe or for m why they should be included. 

I 
t he problems caused by the ir inclusion cannot be ~ stir-.ated br:-i:ause ther e woulS be ::>O 

many. I feel we had eno11c;h ?r oble:'"S ~~d. s"!'lould shy aray fro:n any plan~ that mif;}'lt 

poss ib 1.y :inc ::-ease 0ar ~if f ~ult i es • 

Did our trip accor[)lish wh:it it set out to i::i.o? lha:. ~e:-i~nds ~·mP ~·;l:::..~ t.he ;i :i:1 

··r::.s si..:.cn ::. ~a ::. 1:~:=: : ::-~-;u,tet: to us in ~·iew York. If the c..im was t o open Otie eyes to 
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problerrs in E11rope concerning life there and the :iJnmigration of Jews a.nd if the purp­

ose was to introduse Israel as country and as apeople to us , then the goal was pract-· 

ically attained. If instead the real purpose wa.s to cultivate future commu.nity lead­

ers then the trip failed, because obviously since you h.'TIOW the merribers of our trip 

well enough, ,-ou yours elf can see that only a few top leaders could poss :i.b ly e mer ge. 

One thing is for sure, everyone of us includ·ing the '"three ~usketeers , hve been made 

aware and can appreciate the problems ir: the world. 
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U J A U N I V E R S I T Y S T U D Y MISS I ON 

-- Joseph Grc ,,,nbe 



ANALYSIS OF 1967 UJA STUDY ~ISSI ON 

This r eport will be dlvlded into sev~rR l parts , ea ch 

denling with t he diff ~rent pla c es visited by t he 1967 Uni ­

ve rsity Study Mi ss ion . 

NEW YORK 

Poss ibly b~CPUSe I c~m~ iHt~ to t~e m0e t ing l e t e , my f irst 

re~ction ~a s " Wh8 t ' s going on h~re? rl I think th~t all t he 

bookl e ts a nrl ') t h -P. r 11 t er::l tur 0 we r e c e i ved i n New York s hould 

ha ve b~en sent to us ~rior to the trip , $S it took u p whQt 

turned out to be much n~eded spe ce in my lugga.e~ . We should 

also hr-:1 v e bee n i nfo r med thRt we '\11oulrl. b~ pBy i ng for our own 

airport t Rx e s and for part of our -~als in Isr~cl . For the 

future , I wo~ld sug6es t r Pising the ini t i ?- 1 cos t of t he trip 

by the a~o1..mt of thes~ expenses , as r a tioning ~oney for them 

proved to be Rnnoy ing . 

MARS~ILLB: 

Defin i tel y s hou l d be on 1tin~rary . Our biefings with 

Mr . Gs rcy , trip to ORT instP ll~tions , a n1 living in Mt . 

Olive t ~xpos ed us to so~ethi ~~ th~t ~~nv of us hq~n ' t the 

f e 1ntest idea ~xistPd . I fe el s taving 8t ~t . Ol ivet , el l 

kidding As i d e , served a very prRctic ~ l ~l rp~se . Th~ Jewish 

c om"'.lunity WRS "" lso very r e c e !) t; l ve e nd ::ilmo s t succeed.od in 

making me fe~l Rrrat houe ." Thf! tri p to 3;::i ndor W8 S worthwhile­

lt f e lt ~ood to h~ve so~~ relRxs tion . 

I f G 0n~v0 i s to be i nclud~d as? in , i t s hou ld b 0 aft ~r 

iil-=i r seille , .?S it ~'B S on t ' is t rip . I c <> nao t b~l p but f eel 

th::-it Pll t hP bri -efin :::;s we hRd i n Genev.o !!'lde sense only be­

cq ~se w~ hqd jus t s ~en t he subject of th~se briefings i n 

operAt1 0n in Mqrseille . I didn ' t like t he s tuden t hostel 



on t wo counts- 1 t we.s too f qr out of the city , and. 1 t l·m.s 

just ulBin cru~by . I woul d rath~r h~ve spent thos~ t wo ni ghts 

at th~ Hot~l Bristol . 

MUNICH 

I didn ' t l ik~ Munich- 1t seem~d to be ~lien , nnd ~ven 

hosti l e- but I ' m gKl Bd 1 t i,.•as included . I attr i b •; te t h is 

feel ing to whr-!t I ' ve r efld about th~ Naz i period ; I co1l l d 

r eally :f"f e""?l" Nh8t I ' ve re~d 0.bout N8z i s:n e ll around. :ne . 

It was her e t ~at I r eeli zed the J ewish you t h disngr eed 

r adic::i l l y with their elders ~bout Jud" i srn in G2r mBny . I 

would ba l anc e every bri efing or l ~ cture thnt i s g i ven by a n 

adult member of th~ comTiuni ty wi th one g iven by an informed 

and interest ed stud~nt . Of course , t ~P tour of Da c hRu 

Wfl.S ve ry moving . Th-: tri p in to BRva ri::i ~ nd to t h'? 11 E?- 5le ' s 

Nest" w9s e l so very •·;orth1,hile ( includirig thP. sci ltmlne ) . 

Bi.':RLIN 

Worthw'.:'l ile , not so much for it s Jewish signific"nce , but 

t o s~e a c ity that pl ays An i~Dor tRnt pRrt i n todAy ' s world 

politics . ThP ~ ccommodations w~r~ fine , but I ' d su ggest 

t hAt rn-?:=i 1 t i..cke ts be g; i v~n out l i ke in Vi enn8 , r ather t hn.n 

h .'3.V "' to "'".si t a t tn io J e:·li sh Corc"TlU!1i t;y C0 nt e r . Rabbi FriedrnR n ' s 

bri efing a.bout PolPnd. was ve ry 1-:t~res ting , as well as our 

discuss i on with memb er s of th~ DIS . 

VIENNA 

Good ACCO'Timodnt i '.)ns (P. l t ioush possibly loc")t i on coul d N 

h~ve been closer to ca~t er of city) And excell ent food . 

Vi ennR r.7:1s de f t ni -:el y import~ nt . It W"S a d lfferPnt tyri~ of 

c1 t y fro-:i wh.n t ·,.e h .0d se.en :·1r ·: v1o·is l y , -:)ni th"" trips to 

Mnlth?US ~~ ~nd ~is~nst~dt Plso prov ~d t o b~ 0nlight ~n1n~ ~s 



well PS :noving . Th~ i de8 of g l vi ng out "0 "" '11 tickets l·TR.s 

v ery good end worked out well ; I l iked bctn3 -bl~ to go to 

di "lne>r or l unch 3. t !l1Y o i·;n l~isure , ~nd h qving e- E~mxnx choice 

of t.•h::.it to o~ t . 

ArnSNS 

I ' ~ gl Ad Athens ~as 1!1.c luded~ bPCAUSe we got a much 

n eeded rest , PS well es R subtle introduction to wha t the 

c limR te And tempo Of JiI Sr::tel WOUld be like (and thus t 1·10 l ess 

t hings we ' d h~v~ to get used to ) . The one a nd ~ h~lf days we 

s pent here were just enough- one d Py to s ~e Athens , a nd a 

hnlf a d Qy to go to the b eautiful b~ach (Asta ria ). Athens 

should be c )'llpl e tely O!'l free ti:ne - as it ···as . 

I n su'Il.I!l1ng up t hi: Turope~n p~rt of the t r i p , it ' s ver y 

hBrd t o sqy whs t ci ti~s shoJJ ln be keot on the i t:liinerary ~nd 

which shoul d be deleted . N~tura lly , c~rt q \n cities were crore 

sign1f 1cqnt Rnd rel ev~nt t o th~ mission thPn oth~rs ; but 

al l the cities did hA ve s o1~thing to offer , ~nd I fee l eRch 

one served a purpose l n th eir own way . I think everything 

did work out fine , so th2t th~re woul d h~ve to be a good reRson 

t o change t ~P.Se pl~ ces or t heir order of visit~ tion . I would 

h8Ve l iked t o go to C~ sablQnca , And if One clty h8d to be 

d r fir>pPd in pl ~ ce of· t h is , I su~pose it would hPve to be Athens . 

Bu t RS I s~id before , I thi k Athens d i d ~ rove useful a s a 

r est b~fore goin~ t o Isra e l . 

I S Ht\3:L 

With t he depRrtu re of HR if~ , I f eel , our st0 t us a s a 

stu~y " ~ l ss ion " t o I srRel chcn~ed ~ni ~e bec~~e ~~,he~s of 

on~ gran~ t our . Our brlefin~s ~tn 3~tfn w0 ~e A CJnt lnuQt ion 

of ti;h'-"t w~ he::ird in Grr:i-:my ; but qft 0 r n~ i f~ , our brlPf i n '3"s 



wer~ ~mrconc erned ~ore wi t h I srA~ l i n ~enc rR l t hA n jus t 

i ~mi grA t i on to I srael . I ' ~ not critic ~ l of thi s ch~nge of 

subje c t ~~ tter- t hat ' s no t t he poi nt . I jus t t hi nk th~ t 

while we were i n Eu rope , the 'llemb~rs of the group f elt ::J S 

t hough we had S O'TlA s or t of spP-cia.l s tR.tus ; a nd if we r eal ­

i z ed fro~ t he b~gi nni ng of ou r s ~qy in I srae l t ha t we were 

jus t ~nether gr oup see ing t ha c ountry , our excec tA t i o ns of 

how we woul d b e tre~ t ed 1}'J would b e lower . Wher e in Europe 

we c oul d ~pect con t Acts Pnd co11munic~ t1 on wi th t he peopl e 

t o be ;:irr nnged f o r us , i:i n I sr~ cl we f ound th~t we wer e 

depcned ent upon ourselv~s f or t nis . 

Our stay in Kaf~r Blu~ produced co~fltcting emot i ons . 

As f R.r ~s Pccom'llod '-' ti on s go- I r a s a 11 t tl e dis~pppointed 

that t\ e weri:?n ' t s t qy1 '1S?; t·~ith the " peonl e ; " but t hen :::i g~i.n , 

t hPt qir co~j tt1on~d roo~ fPlt good . I' m sure we a ll fe lt 

v ery ~uch l ik~ outs i d ers ; I cont r~st cd t liS situa tton 

wi t h t he one in M~rs ei lle . 

Afte r Kf -::ir Blum we t ook a pl~ne fro-n Tel Avi v to Eilat . 

I thi ~k we should h~ve s tay ed in Tel Aviv R f ew 1Rys f i r s t , 

and t hPn we shou l d hnve l eft f o r Ei l Rt . ~e w~re qway fro~ 

" ci vili z rition " f o r fl v~ d-:>ys , -=:ind I t h i nk oos t · of us ~-:qnt ed 

t o spend so:n.e t i"l~ i n a b1 ;;3~ city . ':!-e still woul:i h'1ve b ee n 

a bl e t o co~pl e te our tour o f th~ Neg~v , onl y Juru s~ l e~ woul d 

ha v D been our f i n~l des tin~ ti on i nxste~d o f Tel Aviv . 

About our a cc0M~odqt1 ons i n~itzpe RR,o n- i t ~~ s e n 

e xpe r i ence , ~ ni i n t h is l l ') , t r:i'.:!ybe •·ro rt !,..•hil~ . Of cours e , 

th~y wer"' "Jrobr. ':il .v the only Acco1'10i..., t t ons for "1i. 1Ps e r ounA . 

Our s t ny qt Mndad~ was , lik~ ~ i tzpe R~o0n , ~n ~xperie~ce . 

Ab0u t t h'= on l y d. i s cordnn t no t ~ h0 re W.!'1S our h ~n t"!d di s cus sion 

of -:'i'hethP.r :!'1bb1 Chlni tz should be t hP. l !:!st ~-;ord when 1 t cO"'l"S 



t o ,Rkin3 n declsion , or ~hether we should take e v~te every 

ti ~e w~ hRVe an A l t~rnnttve . I think th e RAbbi Should have 

h::\d the l ::ist word - condsidc re\.ng the circu'TlSt"'nces :.-i nd his 

ability to ~valuate our 1lood , he l·ras i n a b et ter i)OSltion 

tht:1n us to kno· .. : "lhAt we \·:ould r~nlly l ike . 

Wh en I first r ua llZPd X1·T~ ' d be in J 1• rusf! lem f or nine 

dAys I c ouldn ' t i~Agine wh::i t we ' d be doing there for so 

l ong . But PS i t t urned ou t , I could hPve spent mor e tine 

t here . I f eel it "TRS the hi~h l i ght of the trip . And t he 

Or- Gi l ~·1asn ' t r e-A l l y that b~d . 

Severnl c~ndtttons brou~ht the txri p to A r~ther , 

bumpy (! t l1ought ) endin~ . We we re Rll ::inxious to g-et home-
·A Whi l e at the S~11'.? ti'!IP fru <:>t r"'t ed .?-t only hC!Ve"11JnP. d~y in 

Pa ri s {I hPve since de c ided thPt o n e dA y WAS b ett e r t~Rn 

non~ ) . Two a i r port t~xes (onp co~DlPtcly une ~pPcted ) were 

XJHirrspr ung on us , n n:i wh 0 n we l~nded i nP::iri s we f ound we hed 

t o pi:>y f or our 01~n 11~~xls t h <? re . I woul d s::>.y t h~ t thP. 

overwhel~i ng des ire to ftn~ lly get hooe helped to ~~k~ things 

s ee:n wors e tha n t h ~y r en l ly we"e . I thi nk that i n the f uture 
. .u' 1:....-

~~ !"" • 

a l l part t cip~nts sh0uld be ~!ve:i? mini~u~ ~mount of ~oney to 

bring 0 long f or extr~ exp~nses . I don ' t t h ink. very many o f 

u s got t hru '<iithou t sendin~ for Pddxt t ion;:? l funds . 

about th~ ~iss ion . For instnnce , shoul~ th ~ ; r oup b~ l~rger , 

th~ S8~~ size , or 3~ql l ~r? I t hi ' k 3~0ll~r- it shoul d cons i s t 

o f no ~ore th1n 20 boys (the rnng~ of 18- 24 years o~ A~e was 

f ine ). Thi s s t ze , I t hink , ~oul1 b~ lqr~c ~no~~h t o t~ke 

mate and in t t' l l i ,e;fl bl e. discussion::; . r hPr c shou1~1 de f init ely 

be ,o r e p-~9l e involved ~1 &h the3c ~1 s3 i ons ; ~ f ew ~roups , 
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cor:iprised of 20 pP.o ~l "' e~ch , woul-1 per :ii t t his . 

Should the ~rOU:)S be coed ? No , but I thi k 1 t '"ould be 

v ery us~ful t o h~v~ s i~il ~ r ~issions cr~~ t ed for g irl s , a nd 

their it1ner8ries coul d cert a inly cross once in a whi le . I n 

a ll honesty , I f eel thAt it woul d be too distrpcting if the 

gr oups w~re ~ 1xed . 

The g r e.i:i t est frict i on of t he 'Tl iss i on l·1~ s cr~P ted by the 

m~ny divers ifi ed pc rson~ liti es of thn ~embers . Confli cts 

CRUsed by pt>rson-; l i ty cl -:>sh•;s co!'l tinued from th~ firs t d qy 

until the l qs t - 3n1 provided f or m~ny h ~a t ed but b~n~fici nl 

dl.scussi:>ns . 1.;1 th th0 benefit of hind<> i g!lt I can be kfiln:I~~!'i , 

thankfu l f or wh~ t I thou~ht ~ t first ~ was 0 curse . 

And l~s t , but definitely not 1 ° ~ st , we h'1:i R:ibbi Chi~itz . 

I f t his mi ss i on i s t o be measured as a success , a l a rgepart 

of it is due to h i m. I cRn ~nly s~y t hat if a ny ~ore UJA 

Univer sity Study Missions ,qr ~ i n the offing , I hope there are 

enoush Rabbi Ch i nitzes to go a r ound . 



D~nr 1atb1 Chtnitz , 
?irst o" all , T \·;oqlr'J lH:~ to tell you that ElS of no~·: I r;xp,ct th~t 

I :.•ill b . .-.tt i. ~l'l. tr: "Ject-::.l.f:_· l~;\-:!tllrl .!...~~~d··rsh l !" ~ns-'.:.it'.;.t(l' , a" 
I would also 1 i ~- .... • to ti.ia!l~: yo·~ for ·. ~ 1.1 t 1r nr: t: f· pi0t·1ri: s . 

!:or!.' irrl"ortf•!'!L , ! ··:01·10 li ·,~ tot'.":?_,, •• you ~ or ':!;is r.ast SlJ!I!'!1.~r ' s 
;.:tsslon , ··1r.tch I cm1:Jir' r;r o~·:_.- o" t~.c r.ost st ·ni "ic&nt ar,··l stl'1J~attr:•; 
~vent~ of -y ~~t~rA (a,~ stlll ynun-) 11 ~ ~ . 

Yo1! hRV" alrN·c~· rt.c-t·t ··!';':l fro·1 ""'•:: , 1~ -·1.-.n1:::. , SO'To" o ""' my f~· .. lino-s 
O!i th·._ irarto'!Jt· ..:O"t'c r : ~,r .. atl,tep a=:;-:"'ct: o~ th<: 't!•"l!' · I ~·-1. 11 f i~---st 

ela ')l"\t,. ,., 30!.t"" o " ';:t10s·· . 

Th··y .-~1 !Ti?:.~:-ily i·•i th thr. r-:n '«~-up or thr• ll'";rour . 11 I wiJ.SI; s~-, 
that ti rou""h 1110:.>t o" th" trlp I hs~ t.'.r'! fn,_l1no- I -~as tra ·eli "lQ" wi th 
a ~roup o~ hour~~ots mid~lP -s~n~ et~t1t~~n y~a~ olis . It was so~~ ­
what, of an 11 t·d1..1c 'l. tional 1

' e:· 1rri ·net' , " or J Tt!U~t f'lr1mt t th@t r:-tor to 
tr.is sum·•JJ•r I h~,· n ' t hN·n q ui.t.·-· .cw~"'.- or t!i~ i>i: i stt>nce of suc'-l ci 

t htr.e- , bnt r.fter c-i. w~c1..: or so tl-:e no•--lt.v of t11c i: f>duce. .._ 1on11 o:t i ~ 
began to ~•"'}!' c• f f tn(' , a•·K1 tiv~ " "Xl' !' ---~1c·"' rr t\.i.r·n ""~:e.n to ;·'cC'lr on 
ru-..· {as I th i nl.· i t dlC. o-: yo;.1 , J-:.oo _ic 1·, ani != .. -.,.rr\l ot h~.rs) . :.t Any 
rrtt" tf1~ const::i.rt :-u· ,11c n~. •• 1~ v .... ::,lr -.·'ry rr.tL: r.~<3tt. 2·s di·~ lit­
tlo'j to c'r: h~.nc~ t'H sn ,- "l' . i-o-· I ~ . c ~rt~ 'l. tl ~ha. t the!'"' ·,.:er "' o:-: ti1P 
t!·~p tn£l 1'j 1" Ofln •:11c ~lsl ' - .;j "I! !"°'llCh ·-o~>~ \' ~Ol"l''i..ly t"1M1 clsli\:e;~ 
t!F:m , but ~ thlti\- tiv ~i ""' ,.,rc:1~-- l t : t n t~.e "ac~ : r"tt they car::-:: to 
disli 1 · ~ ll'' ·t.;; ~ r ·:;ul '; o~ -:JY ~ 1· j ·"'C .... i : .., ~ th· 1 , · -·er--·~:=: - can:·:- "::o ·' is ­
li~.-. l~1:.:n s.1 :-ly ~ ~caus::: ':.hey :-o·il -, :'! 1 t l · ave nc o;.}o:-~ f!!d to 2ysclf' . 

?er.~0:1aJl;r I cl-:in :·:.-:: ri·ht t:> l ~ ' · c ·1ho1 I li '· .... . to cat ~ : ~th 
~·:ho ~ I 111..:1:' , to tf!2.'· --1 ~~ --: .:;.-:. ; l. t ' -" , a?': ~ t" ~-;, ,u 1 ' """:l.~e :-:it'.1 w!::.o­
I l i ~_, . :: '::hi 1r1 ·- ny ~-- ... rc:s"' o" t:, .... ;.e ri,C'"~t~ :·-os ros.~tel &"'ai· ·.st '!:(; -
"P ·1s ~ ~t th-.. e"-rl"'- 0 " t\,.,.> '-rin ·.· ,.· ···1'· ;l'"-""'"''-"°'..> -.-1.L.l.>\ tt.-1•.i"r.A 1 1'"'' '-•"";\. i.. J ... ! 1 'W \,C ~ \,- "t - ._, : • ~ •f :--· _ ~ ., V \ •'J \,.I! , .;. ~ - -'"° liJ 4....,. "J 

it !·;as t o b · a ,. ~r01.1.?" t•:cn .. :::·tf'\P ... -. , t1.-.a"- ~··c ·.--er..: '1 i P ti· ts thi::1~: as .e. 
:i"!' 0' 1 !' , 11 etc . .• "fl""' :.:a·~~- -s~-:; ·· -. ->d S".:' I. <:ort or ··r1-ht 1• to (-1TC::·ry i"l­
di -:1idual in tr ron:- • t0 s!"a.:·'- :1 1 ~ "' o"'I , ' :1. ... ··:.:;, •nn , rtR ti·:ou~:--.. ts , 
and his !!'":"titlois , ;ind t!:.:~~ r ;;:i.c t,.r' e-- ~ ,~.:.t :.,:·.v~t· -·:ho r("· ,1sea to do 
su.c h s!~~rh,.... . 

I , for one , r .... r·ls.- - thi:·1'· t'.1t• '"-astc r·-:-~., SI'• .,r t '--,.. : ·1ss i o!':'S 
e:-:per i ~r.e•1 as J:l. ,...!'Oil!' !'\·:rr·::- l ·'nC·' _s ~als~ . :i: o not h~ ~ lt!ve i. n c-rct:.r ­
e~t . eron:- - th n' , or :rrou!.'- e!:'oti ')11 , ~ !l asci:-n·H·1!T orde1· o~ t !1:o!·­
tance . ~atin':l.'. as a !:;!'ou:· ::ay b G!'1"~·:"'l' fl./. tlO!'J CO"l'r~n .. !.ront (e 1 '.:hoiJ.:--h 
t!:-:.> ser\fi '::'· i ~ u!1 ouJt·~r11: :·;orsd . · ut it a l so tsol-at(>s ;ou.!' c-!'011~ 
f rOl th~ propl~ ar0'Ul ~ th~m , a~i b~l : ~~~ CfrPr r~CP 0~ 8 f o::- ~t~~ 
co,,.'.'ltry is th" ~eo....,l~ 8.!'0t•:1d yo1 1. ' cas~ c~~:i. he. • ~-:(> for r-:1·0-.~-
t hir:'-· a.1(1 c-rour- "' ot1.on , 7 s-1:-:- -.~ .... . C -~ ca!! s :>.~: ti.al, t.!.:r; i n1: · .. rc!-:e. .. -~ 
of i nfor:::::i.tlott , ' '8.5 , '9.i '1 ~ .. ! .... ~:· :ra ....... ,,e r tts a.~' ~tl.~" 1!3.t t! S a_l . "3nt 
.: -::1ln~: thls :_1t·:rc'; 03.,~~~ :·:11 ta·-:., :--lac .. ~ 1: · -:ly 0_1 a S.!'fll~::- 1.- ·r~l . 
b~ :·recn sL.:i: 1~1· , :'•)«:s or i.·_A 1 · · 1c..u~.ls a;_. :'ri-=!~C:.s . ;.tt~'"!rtin~ ':o 
i :r..st tu";lona:. lz• 1. t in tt.~ " .:-rou":J ~-.-c1l·1c-. tlo~ 5,_:ss _onn st!'l1·cs :!l" a.s 
,.._,,_ ... .... -, ..,uci.., o~ ,. .. ,~ ~ ,,. o:- .... 1· :,.,. {o-t· i:> '- lna-t - " ou··1..) 1.._ ""ob&> ,. r.·-:.s~ ... t- .J. .... w t.-."' - ! .. "":'\. • _ .... _.:: ,, - J - - - -· ,_ - :;, - • ... ....... " .J - ti. .,.. :;;;I. ..,, -

o f ":JY t i!.!•:! . : r e-;tlly :ii:..: 1 ~ ce.!' ... to ~~s:- aho1.1 t th~ coc ' :roacr_-:;-s : :--, 
so...,!or. els.,. , s ' .~ ... ..:- . : !.a.i e?-;oi.::::!: ...... .!. :-!2 o f :.:; o:;~ :o scratch) . I t'.-:in1~ 
t!:a.t tl",...re Ce1;1 !"If' llttl~ a i:"lt• ... rC'.~a~:.~-~ u on th~ l~7Cl of b:e:!'lt:' - : ive 
peorl~ . 

~o~covc7 , : Ca~~tn ~or one) do net ca!'e to att .... ~pt to s~are =Y 
thou-'.1ts a!1l "::i.0ttc~2 ·· tth B?'l·:o~" H~o ~~~r-::-enn to JC alon=- O!!. t:~!? trtp . 
..,. do ,.,,., -+- ·· ~ ~\· to·,·..,,.::-," -,., "'""l o 1 .,,. -=:; .., "-·v~ ( r- or r:>·~s t·"" :.. ........ ~;-_ \J -_,.:-
- ... Vv ••l..Woi. -.;... •J - -..4. -•. -• .,,. • . .J - ..-.,, • ..., 

us = ::\_~ .. ,.. ~t . 8 .:"~t')·lT' \. .!.·:;·-~1 ~!-'0~ U;1" 1/l~r~t-:1-'S ~:.l!. o-l'r t:1~ CO"Jf.';~:,~ . a:: 61 

~!' 011 a!l €'""~ · ! ·011? as br·")Cl· e.s t> l :-!·.t,..·"!"' to t''"'n:~: - " 011:- , co!1.'::>.l~1.s 



people of very d i verse levels of 1ntcll1~cnce anr expcrt~nce (and 
p~rso.~al i ty) . On~ canl1ot eY.~-::ct 1ntima tc coni.~ur.lca t i cn1 b('!t~·-ccn thc~n 
all , £>,nd I kno~·! that for me at l!'ast to con-..rey many of the ~:.:rr·rif"nces 
o f the past surnT!lcr ~..;ould r0qtLrc i ntimate co"!!munic9.tiovi . 

Those , then , are my ma j or bee~s : on~ . t!.-'le official O!.'d.entatian 
of the i•:i ssl on as too much of a ~rou:_:i ex peri oncf' , and not enou<rh of 
a n i ndividual , rcrsonal revelati on (and pl ease , ?LEASE , nlease p l ease 
please , no more ~rou.p tours of cor.ce!'ltra ti on ca"'!'ps ! ) ; and t;·o , the 
ma ke- up (and unselectivity) of the ~roup itsel~ . I realize that it 
would be s u 1 cidal t o tell a one- hundrt.:d thousand dollar ~i ver t hat 
hi s s on can ' t ~o on the t ri p . ·.~hy not try i:;a 1-:1nn; two 12-roups? 

.iow let me t urn to more f:!encral c omments . I can on l y d cs9.ri be thP­
Europc:an SC!Ction of ti1e tri p as absolutely stunnin€( . 'l'his es!=·f!­
c i ally of ~arsc illes because , for me , it was t he f i rst reelly tan­
gible c ontact o ~ :ny 11 f c 11 i th th ,~ illlf"' ct and ·cwa11i n'1' o f Judai sm a~d 
the Je-..rish t1·aoitior. . (';'f J c z•1 f ind i t , I wil l t'ncl ose a l ettf'r I 
wrote ~.bcu.t thi s ~o -r1y pe.rcn~s at the end of the~ stay in :·arsei lles) . 
After Y.:ar seillcs, ":;eneva (and the "d ctai l '1 work} was ant1cl l~acti c , 
but still i nformati ve . J , l i t.:'e MF.1ny oti1~rs . d i d ().Ot "1 1. t\e " Germany , 
but I think 1 t was absolutel y <'ss.~ntial that we went t"lcr~ . :;: woul d 
suggest that i n the _uture ~o~c op~ortunt tias ~or TueetlnP with 
younl4 people (on '"'oth a :' o::-mal a?1d. L1~orr.al basis) be a::-ran:red . (Thi s 
a pplies also to Israel) . 

I t h i n'.\ that f o :::- fvt1e::e mi s~ l ons ti ·1c i n :olenrl i s an absol ute 
must . I thin1-: 1 t is th Pre tha. t -,.re c ould have received the most 
stir r .1. no. an.. jar1·i!1cr rri.nac. ~ not O?ll V o!' Fhat ha open°d twent~r-"" i 'IC 

years a.go (..:\usc.:1·11tz) , but e 7 e:t1 T!O::.'~ i':"lportant , · :·'hat it tarpen~:l to . 
I wouJd su_::~c;st that v-.Jn! cons1der~ble time be de ·oted to th0 la.t­
t:er- - to achl~n- 1 n~ a sense of t he v i tal ity and bC'a.uty of the cult1n·e 
t hat thrived t here so lon"" an i s no 'TlOrP. , a?'ld a sense of the c l osc 
c ontact s of t hat no~ dead culture t o our o»n bac',o-rounds , a·-ia to . 
what shoul d be our o~·:n St'"'ns~ o f th·~ -crese~1t and r uture o "' ou-r-s~b•es 
as Jews . : t~i nt a s tay 1vi ~ol~nd ~o~ld probabl y a~a.rf the e7?~r{Pn­
c es o f ~!1enna (al thou'"';1 f 1·0.crr a poi':1t of v1 CiT o .a-ener aJ. t n te!'est 
Vi enna was my f avorite ci t~r) . 

::ow , Isr a ~l : : rec~ll -=:abb1 ..., r i ~~ ... an t el l i !10' us at - , ~a.r 3 l um t~at 

t h e purpose o f our trlp arou1 :~rs.el ~:'ls ':;o CO!'".~ to l(no~: ar.<l und~r-
ste.n that 11 fet::_1.n~ . 11 : f or u~t? !1aJ. ful f 111·-.a th:=i.t. purpose he '" orc 
we even l anded lr. : sro.cl , and it re:nai~<" only " or the synbol tc act 
o f t ouch i ng the s ol l , or 1 001.- 1 Yll"" t o :he sky , to compl " t~ 1 t . ::: th t nl;: 

.anyone xho even ~egan to undcrsta~j and r~act ~ully to our :u~orqan 
ex?)cr i ences co:.:.ld.1:. ' : hc'"'lD 'cut b.::core irrbued -..:1th so"le of t'"Le ,. s~irl t 11 

t hat is Israe l . ·:hat rer:ains t!:~ n is to kee-:: this =-eel t n:r stron.;. tr1. 
t he f ace o f n~l:r a.ya.rtrient hot.:Sr;.3 , traffic Ja.iDS , and the- li~~ . 5.r.: 
t he b~st ~ -e.~1 to do t hat , for :n·~ at lea~t , was sir:•µl._y oy ta.1\inr-· pl en­
ty of t i!:~ ""o!' r~~l~ctlon. r:;·1:ay ~:r·cm c!'o-: ids ard no t .3~--a: n1:'1t by 
t !'le CCl'"'a.n . '?~r ja:.· r ~di:--: th::ou -h d-..!sc:·t .!'.Ollntains in a,..., c?:l'! 0~-r-- ­
thl n'-1n:- a'::lo-1t ':'-.~ :-:1n-' o~ : P::-2.tn:--s ':~u:.t :nc~iv:\t·"' ar.d ~o-,- ... ~ :-::-.~ 

l l'-' ·~ th-· o::·~ ·.··h.:i s~o':~ to •1.s (~!'i; "' l~r) o.t tr,~ ~dJca.tio~1nl c·"'n.t"'r 1:1 
thp :~r·;'"·'"-:r • . \!1' I ~·roul.°'1l'l ' t, !1a ·,.~-· il' l ndn s: .. '"~r. i~ c- ::101":"\ ti.,..~'' ::.t ":r..: 
t-:al'-·~!' .. i r:s~:':1i";t0n r' o!· t:'°!" a:;,·-~ t·r"l ':' ~ l \ · ·1- .. , j '1St \,-~tc~· .':"" T'~-.sn 

p~o.l· t::~r- .. · ~:i1i) ::av~ s~J 1·.tc '- ~-.''1:.l':, ';t··"'1 . 



. -
Fy f1~9l su."':'"-::esti:Vi.3 ·'ie.s.l not so "'!1Jch wi"';li t :1·~ trip £<3 :rt th tl1c 

11 pr.~- t1· ip . " J think t!1~lt h-::::'01 _ 1·c r:v(~;: :·ot t') p,..,.; Yor~· t:o E-': '•!l 
i.hs t Ul8n'2' Wi? GhOUl\ })('}uc- bar 'll".UC1"'1 .!Or~ if'ILO?'"l"J.:1 tit~r. th""m 1''e Cle (Or 

ev~n tban -,~,.. W"'J'r-"' su::;..!1lh·~ -;-·1t·1 on i:-trri val) . I H""' tal'ctn(T no;·: a'0otii:; 

''hoo':-lari'i1~11 --~.~c'--!'0·1;1j ii::n·,.,fttio!l. in .:.!;tatl or: th" :'1RcE-s ··:e •·~cl't:? 
A Oiit to ··1;.1t a~~d tr:~ !'':Pnts ;-~ ~·i'l''! a1xrnt to recrcntc . :t is V':r:r 

<il-"ficu1t to n.cni~'m s 1im1tB~:o·rn cnsse::11.n1.',_.lor1 of infor·qetion Rn1 
f.n:peri cnc~ o r (fl'7"tOtion . Thus w~ should 1·· now t r'l G.t::ta il lonP'" be ""orr:-hap :-'l 
about D::i.c':riu or 3'itl~1 1 3 rt·:.-. to ro··er . Tf'tr· """'!'""r 'lcnc"' of' a co!1cP11-
tratio!1 c .... ""ll~ ,,isit th..-r is not to l·""'B::i:1 ahtH1 .... ··'·1:1.t :·;~-; -ior"' a1 • .i h0··r , 
but to co-1 to a ~ra zttc i~~~rstPr11~· o~ ~1Rt~rtcal cont~xts--to 
b:; jolted hy t~1e si , ... oL' a ::-as c~ rt'-:~.::r ~:1~ to s·i ~~~en1y rot jH.5t 
1:.1-:.-·1 that :11tl ... ·r :·:a3 i' t ·'ay~~.., , '-·"Jt to f;·r: l i.t . 
---Yi·· I.:;racl , on t!rir· o'l1'.)~:: ha."!1 , no:.·c bnc'· ~·oun;'.'1 infor~A-tior. •-c1·J~ 
[~ 1 ~~~ us a b-·tt••r '..l!11'll"r-fta.di:-("" f)" .. h~ -'-. --e ··-:'-.:-1 s0r..tno , ::l.1~2 E<l~J 
<: 17'1 •1s ~ rr.uch b::t:."" -""'011•d '1.:-0: :rl:ich lo' .~;-:; o:..:..,... q t~:--tions-- ::,rott 
car. ' t :;et to t'.:-.. -; c:-n':1 ~.-:! · -:>ir:.l a.-1: ... ·:.all: ~l'lc··r!tt iss11\°"~ u~l.:>ss ·: au 
first he.ve C'I!! i · .:.-:;;. ~: o-- t ·-::.; t 

I SU!"l-;os- t~at ' .:> ci'101.1t it , th~.'.! , "'or ton~-r'.it . ".c-;.:i tn :l ;.rant to 
ri"~l'?ha.s J. ze that I ccr.~-1 i .. r tli t! ·:1ss1on to :·:a-:· ... 'bcc.1 an l .. b3olutely 
incrcd l ?le c»t!'cri encr; , and a :::~:cu c; .:-. uccess . : ·? su~cre3 t i ons ( e.:rl'.J cri ­
t i c i sns) are SlD~1l:: ~:c.ys i n x h ch ... L'1in·~ future: n1ssio11s can be 
~rea tly 1:1!'.'roveil . : hO!'C tha ... they are o~ some use to you . 

n,.,r~· -1 nc-···elv V01.l"'S 
·~ .! • ~ \ • v ~ • ' 

A~: l~ 

e = .s . ~:y school ad~rcss for t his year will be : 

Alan ;· 3ror1 y 
152u YalP 3tati o~ 
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Fi ··::: J .·-:: saw refugee~ as t_1e~- c;ot orf i: i:e b o ~. t in Larse ille in 

pan ic 1i'it h the fi:it;litened e.,, e s of an a.ni!ilal wh:i.ch sti.J.l does not 

believe it !1 s escaped t ~: c nunte r . L ... er :;e e-:c : :.i.'t _ O't;.e r :- :·~1.v ::c_·e 

f o r 1 or t n s t o b ~ J o i :-i e d o y ~ n e r e s t of n er fa .. 1 i .l J ~•hi c .11 i s s t i l l 

tryi ng t o fi1 1d a we.., to get out and join e r . vthers , :·1 .. 0 .lac. le:;:· t 

wi t .. lL,tle ci0re tLr n t .. iey could c:...-· ry i~ Ol!e suitcase , : :i_·e r.c·ter -

1 i v er:::; i 

e co t..i.u persuace . e:- , ~o : 'or:: on a 3:i ubutz 

t hai: he l~ eard nec~s .. eip • 

.l'-1us , i n or l":.rs1. si.o, in s~r o ~e :1~ fel ·i: i n our co nes .iow vivid 

a hop ee I $rac1. 0 fereu wV t.i..e ho- e le$ C .;:lu ... o··· ~C.:.i..,iole ~ re"'- ·1~c , 
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vcrmous :rri:::: 0.L t e •T'.):!'lc!.~'O?ef1•ll.1 f':.n;u::.-e U.d . !.tis~::..o~s :;ill vC 

a o le t ~ n ~ int <2. in f .J.. ex - o la s c 1 e <.I. u le s s o t ;~ .:'. t t '1 e y c .:rn :; o :·1 Le!: e t he 

action is . 

l was delignt ed by t Le v ~r iei:y and cou~:ehdnsivene3s o~ our 

itinerary , .:::iartict.2.:.rl~ i~ I sr •. el.~ :>.c i;_1a .. .ia-cter se\;w!e_!i: o_ t 1.c 

trip I ~ave t~ree ~?eciric su~gestions . I feel it would ue avers 

uDeful departure fro~ t tle {irst - year ruis~ion • s ~ei:hoa of re ~ai n in~ 

to cet ~er almost ezlusive ly f or t ne n uration i; o separ~~a b=!ef!y ::..nto 

u . end v 1o it i~= di~~e rent de elop~ent to~ns or kiouu~ ~ in ~o~ several 

cin,;s . In thrt waJ we uou .Lci h .. ve a ch·1ncc to bet to :-::11 0~·1 uei:t e r the 

actua l proble:..s o, i;_.c- e societies tn t ~ :re ca!'. ' t. po"'sioly ...,r~sp i n 

ir. 

in ste:..~ of al l re ~ ct1nt, t,o' P;<:ictl.Y the ": - e :::ilas_es ~.nd )eo~l 9 . 

l wou.lcl a lso rec o :-c;1tl nore - i·:-.., _ . ..,eo social :icet .... __ ~ be1:·.·€:en Isr~:li 

,,-out h e.nd t :_~ ::e:ibers o_ i: !_e oi.s.,.io_ ,sit..ce !'..!e?l,, o_ u s feClt tn.'.!1: it 

was no~ a s easy ~o 

of ~he ~ is ~ 10~ nad 

oa~e acc~aintacc e s on oar o~n , es the o=~a=izers 
- I 

s·..t , ozed . 12.stl,, I would s ...... ~~t a bit. :ior~ '):-_;:;en_·: 

r"ollo::up on t!ie _:ir 1Jblc ·- JI i ;J1 i.,r .:-'1. t.::: ::!!en i.. 1'e y crr.:.ve i:: Is:- el . 

Perhaps in conj unction ~11.. h t ~e Je~ish ~gency and its suosidiarJ 

oodies ue could follot; t .ro l,;n a :e ,·r case s~1.<.c..ies i;o see e:::a ci;l,.. .lo,., 
indivi dual prowle~s are :a ndled ~~u par .. i cu lar needs ara ~e i.. . 

In r et r ospec1. , 1.. 1ere see:is 1..0 ce 1.0 have ucen one bas~c fault , boi: n 

ph i losop a ical an~ prau~at1c , 1n our f irsi.. UJA mission . I .e~~ E l e e~ 

oan., i:i".les d ... r1:-. u '\:_:e tri' ~::11. n I feel i :ipo .. c:·isued a ::t o.Ll ... 1 1..d.1·-:e~ ­

sional e :.:'1erie:;ce .iJ ~11~:.~-. .. _:.., one o,_ 1. !le ~ot en.;iall,, :no~~ sL.::;n1_ -
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Mankind has, over t..he past few centuries , become quite 
' 

enamoured to what is commonly called the "scientific method" of 

investigation . This alludes to the structured and ordered process 

of investigation by which man can reach a logical solution to his 

problem, and is generally divided into the areas of theoretical 

and experimental investigation . I, and twenty- five other young 

men had the pleasure this past summer to serve in an experimental 

~ capacity as what are corrunonly called guinea pigs . But we also 

have the unusual and unique opportunity to evaluate the data ob-

tained in this experiment, and to attempt some observations con-

cerning the relative success or failure of our "mission" . 

This report is , despite the rather flip introduction, to be a 

serious report, and will even attempt that small degree of objectivity 

which the writer possesses . But the reader must be warned to con-

sider all statements in relation to their author , and to react 

accordingly. 

As it is far easier to discuss places than people or thoughts, 

let us now return to Marseille , France , late Friday, June the 

twenty- third . Twenty- six bone weary Americans depart Air Inter 

flight #633 and begin the 1967 . U. J . A. University Study Mission . 

Perhaps t he most significant thing about .Marseille was that it was 

first . Everything was new, everyone still relatively friendly , 

and Mro Garcy did an excellent job of acquainting us with the 

operations in that area of the world . Despite some unnecessary 
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repetition, the lectures tended to be informative , and perhaps 
t · -.,c 
were significantly, very exciting and inspiring . Mr . Garcy and 

t he other speakers brought the refugee problem to life , injected 

a sense of urgency into it; then gave us physical proof of what 

they had told us. In particular , we were brought to refugee cen-

t ers and met a ship of new arrivals from Tunisia; and these ex-

periences, coupled with the information being fed us , served to 

e demonstrate clearly the true nature of the refugee situation. In 

passing, it should also be noted that we were entrusted with con-

fidential material which if nothing else , made us feel part of what 

was happening . On the less serious side , the J ewish community 

of Marseille gave us a warm reception repleate with contemporary 

females (notably lacking at later such receptions) and made us feel 

quite at home . For four days our leisure time was constantly full , 
. 

and through discussion or banter , the gap between the American 

e and French Jew was bridged and crossed several times . You can ' t 

f ind out about a country merely by looking at it; one has to feel 

it and probe its people to really understand. For us , the jewish 

community of Marseille provided an important link to France and 

European judaism. But, they were friends , a most precious 

commodity for anyone in our position. Thus , Marseille began the 

mission in an excellent fashion. There were technical problems , 

mistakes , tension , and tiredness . Nevertheless , this was far out-

weighed by the urgency of the situation, the pr?gram presented by 
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Mr. Garcy, and the wonderful reception, provided by Marseille 

jewry. 

A short stay in Geneva preceded our entrance into Germany. 

The Cite Universite notwithstanding, Geneva might well be a lovely 

place, but we saw little of it . Unlike Marseille , little contact 

was made with local people on an informa l basis until the last 

night. Moreover , while the JDC-Jewish Agency briefing was quite 

adequate, the United Hias Service merely wasted our time . The 

ORT School also provided a significant touch of information, but 

no more. In the final analysis , there was nothing of significance 

about the stay in Geneva that could not have been presented any­

where else , and without tiresome traveling and haphazard accommo­

dations. 

We come now to Germany , and a very difficult problem. For 

Germany is a country of contraditions , and without a background 

knowledge of this country, one merely becomes confused . Unfor­

tunately, our short experience in Germany dealt with the two ex­

tremes , and then only cursorally. Munich represented unreconstruc­

ted Germany and gave a clear picture of the Nazi era, sometimes 

eloquently, sometimes powerfully, and sometimes ironically. And 

while the stay there might well have been shortened, the general 

effect was as to have been desired . However, Berlin was a con­

tradictory experience , especially when one includes the Wall . It 

is impossible not to feel sympathetic towards the courage of the 

-3 -



West Berliners , and I doubt that the experiences of Munich and 
v:~~) 

Berlin were ever fully molded into a comprehensive few of post-

war Germany by any member of the group . One additional point 

should be made about Germany, as it affected the rest of the trip . 

The combination of the strains of being in Germany, attempting to 

grasp an emotional subject, andnost of all, being virtually iso-

lated from t he people and society around us created much tension~ " 
,_ 

~ wi t hin the group which I doubt was ever alleviated. 

The Vienna experience can be dealt with briefly and the Greek 

not at all. The only significant parts of Vienna were thos e trips 

made outside the City. Otherwis e , it was a wet, bor ing few days . 

Vienna should be done as a t ouris t , and with a lot of money. 

Otherwise i t is merely frustrating . 

So we come to I srael , the focal point of the trip . Haif a was 

p leasant and a n ice introduction. Of particular useful ness was 

~ t he evening spent with the sbdents at our hotel . Personally, I 

spe nt a day with friends in Haifa , (which I r epeated just before 

we l eft for Paris) and found tha t t his gave me a much better pie-

ture o f I srael than t he other four weeks . Fr om Haif a we traveled 

t hrough the Galille (notable for an all too short br iefing in 

Sa f ad) to Kfar Blum. This for many was an unpleasant and unfor-

t una t e stop, for we felt quite a l ienated and s omewhat disliked . 

Perhaps this was understandable or explainable , but at the time it 

merely served t o anger many of us , and present a less pleasant side 
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of the Israeli charac t er . In f a irness to Kfar Blum, far too many 

tourists have passed through it and they may very well be sick of 

it. I t is suggested that UJA explore the possibility of visiting 

a kibbutz which is more anxious for interested vis-i tors . Before 

p roceeding to the desert, let us deal with all three ventures into 

occupied territories . Personally, I found the Sinai trip most in-

teresting, thouch access into refugee camps would have been very 
tJ 

useful . The Golan trip started well , but deteriorated into a 

p icnic. And the West Bank trip wgs very intere sting, but horridly 

r ushed . I might add , (and this is not meant as an insult to any-

one ) , that the extra people who came with us were distracting and 

s omewhat overpowering. Most were fascinating and stimulating as 

individuals , but as a group they tended to detract from the work 

which was supposed to be done . 

The Negev and Judean deserts were tiring but f ascinating. 

I n particular , the Matsada climb was memorable , as was the evening 

a t Mitpe Ramon . On the other hand, Beersheba and Tel Aviv could 

well have been left out . Jerusalem wa.s a very useful experience , 

but far too long a stay, and not well enough organized. The 

Bar- on lecture was the best of the trip and the Kidan lecture not 

f ar behind. Unfortunately, these two lectures were all that were 

given which really tackled the serious problems of I srael and far 

more should have been. 

Generally speaking , the mission wa s well planned. It tended 
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to drastically deteriorate from a mission to a sight-seeing tour 

as we progressed1 but I ' m not sure that this can be alleviated, as 

intellectual fatigue seems to be an inbred flaw of such a , trip. 

On t he other hand , as a student who has spent many years at both 

a boy ' s school and various coeducational institutions , I feel that 

females on the trip would have done much to reduce tension and 

actually would have made many far more serious in their endeavor 

to l earn and absorb. I base this not merely on my l imited know­

ledge of psychology; but more so on previous empir ical information 

and on my observations this summer . But perhaps the ma jor problem 

of the trip was that of the "glass-box" effect . As a whole , there 

was far too little association with our contemporaries everywhere 

except in Marseille . This both shut off a very important part of 

the countr.y to us 1 and created more tension within the group . To 

know another country one has to know its people , and t.~is we were 

unable to do . 

What has been said about the mission in genera l is douply apt 

for Israel . I repeat that the best view that I had of Israel was 

the few times that we met with contemporaries . Particularly1 there 

should have been much intercourse with the army, as most of our 

contemporaries were at the time . in it. Finally, the two men who 

took us through I srael , Shmuel and Shlomo, were perhaps the best 

part of the Israel experience. It is unfortunate that most of us 

had neither t he stamina , t he i ntellectual process, nor the 
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inquisitive nature to make reasonable use of those fantastic indi-

viduals. To be blunt , they were wasted on us and must have been 

quite frustrated by the entire experience . 

I shall now attempt a very dangerous topic: to analyze ~ome 

of the group interaction and leadership of the mission. Obvi?usly, 

objectivity will be attempted but probably is no more than a utopean 
t) ( ._ ..... \ f' 

d:n:am. Nevertheless , this is a topic which must be dealt with . 

~ certain things are clear about the group as a whole . Being of di­

verse backgrounds may appear to be an asset while plans remain on 

paper , but it really creates much tension . When attitudes clash, 

personalities are soon to , and on a mission of this nature there 

was no escape . Moreover , . the varied intellectual prowess and in-

t erest of the group eventually split the group up into the intel-

lectual snobs and the anti-intellectual snobs . Which began the 

cycle is unknown , but as a member of the intellectual faction , I 

~ felt stiffled by the ridicule of some co-members of the mission . 

Undoubtedly, they will have complaints about me and my co-faction 

members as well ; but the tragedy is that this clash made things 

somewhat unpleasant and sharply reduced the efficiency of the en-

t ire group as a study body. Finally, that fact that almost all of 

us were " leadership potential" with no one to lead created frus -

t ration and more animosity within the group . Given these conditions , 

it is commendable that the group remained even as compatible as 

it was . (However , the "solution" of Messers . Adelman , Brody and 
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Thaler is t otally useless and inexcusable .) 

Concerning the leadership, I shall first deal with Rabbi 

Friedman. He is a particularly dynamic personality who is excellent 

at transmitting emotion and meaning to a place , situation, or idea . 

At times somewhat overpowering or overdramatic , he. did an effect-

ive job of putting across what he wanted us to understand . And 
pc.. f f:":'} r .'"'-, · -,/ 

though some found his approach lacking "cool" , or his approach 

grating and egotistica l , I found this not very prevalent and the 

Rabbi always ready to discuss as wel l as expound . Rabbi Chinitz 

was a less exuberant personality, though perhaps a l ittle more re-

l axed as well . Throughout Europe he did a very good job, listen-

ing to criticism, resolving crises and trying to be father , 

teacher, guide and referee for ali of us . Occasionally, he became 

upset or tense , but this is more than excusable considering the 

nature of his job. To a certain extent, these qualities somewhat 

deteriorated in I srael . The Rabbi took less interest in the group 

as a whole, became unreceptive to criticism or took it personally, 

and began to greet intellectual curiosity with annoyance or cyni -

c ism. Perhaps this was due to the distracting presence of his 

wife and friends; perhaps to fatigue final l y catching up with him, 

perhaps the group or certain individuals (myself included) took 

undue advantage of what had been offered as a sounding board for 

compla i nts ; or perhaps the Rabbi just got sick of use I think 

it was a combination of all of these problems. But this deterioration 

- 8-



. " 

of relations between the Rabbi and segments of the group , as well 

as his seeming waning interest in the mission was unfortunate. 

Despite all of this , Rabbi Chinitz dealt with an impossible task 

as well as might be expected and almost as well as might have been 

desired. 

To conclude , let ti.s first deal with certain basic problems 

and then more pleasant matters. There seemed to be a few major 

~ conflicts in the trip , three of which I particularly noticed. 

First1 there was constant tension along the line between propaganda 

and education. Rabbi Freedm~n, in particular 1 had trouble not 

straying from the latter to the former. Secondly 1 the trip 

seemed to deteriorate from a study mission to a trip 1 and we became 

prisoners of our own association . Finally, a major conflict be-

tween the attitude of "gung-ho-ism" and intellectualism was con-

stantly in evidence and very distracting. On the whole , though , 

(and considering that this was an experiment), the mission was re-

asonably successful . I learned a great deal 1 created some in-
• . . 
,, .... "' f ( j .. · · : ' ' ' .. 

tellectual friendships , and despite innate cynicism, got a reason-

ably clear view of what was being presented for consumption. The 

program has many flaws , but is substantially sound and should be 

continued in years to come. (The report ends here 1 but I feel I 

owe an apology for the tardiness of its completion . I have been 

giving a few lectures on Israel and have written an article for the 

school paper as well . In the final analysi s 1 I believed that you 
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would give priority to the preparation of these activities 1 and 

acted accordingly . Hopefully 1 you have not been too inconvenienced 

by this delay.) 
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llliFORT - UJ1> STUD£1·l'1' STUDY hI~SIOH 

by Eerbert S. Ascherman, Jr. 

Twenty- six members of t he first United Jewish Appeal Student Study !·,i ssion 

crowded into t he small upstairs apartment thi.t served e;s th6 Jewish com:m.mity center 

for t he city of Harseilles . "de sat between our French contDmporarics, young men and 

wonen who sbar ed an interest i n the probl uus cancerning t be Jews of t heir city as 

well as the Jews of Europe, Africa and iir.lerica . 1-!.r . Sylvio Benviste, pr esi dent of 

the United Jewish l;\lnd and Welfare Agen cy of ·:arseilles , spoke to us concerning the 

situation he confr:mted datly: that of t re dedication , ti:ie , money and effort 

- e needed constantly to sustain the opt::rctions involving '7 e-·Tish im:iigr ants in the city 

of 1-iarseilles . As w€ lis t ened to his explanation of t he "J ewish b"'llergency 11 tr.at bas 

be~et harseilles since tht: er.d of the Second ·,:or ld ·,•/ar , I could not help but think 

that within this phrase , the 11Je:·:ish l.mergency11 , lay the c:mtut of our mission. 

I think t ha t the phrase. 11 jewish ...,."':le rc;ency11 racans l"1any different things to many 

different people, and t he best -..1ay to &"?lein -,;hat it meen~ to ree is to r elate it 

ciirectly to what we did , and die or did not accomplish. 

We were tol d in New York that a mission such as t his was meant to prepare a 

e backgr ound of experience, as well as t o 9rovice mot ivation for l eadership . The hope 

was that when those of us whose interest may lead to positions of r esponsibility 

in the Jewish cor.rr.unitics of the United States ascend to those positions , we will 

have more than just an t.merican Je:.ri.sh r esponsibil 1. t y to motivate us ; 're will bo~e 

a r esponsibility to the J~vi.sh communities of the world , and to I srael. To provide 

capabl e young l eaders to assume positions of res?onsibility in t he coming generation 

is as much a part of t he "Jewish imergenc::r" as raising funds for t he after:-.ath -Jf 

t he Six Day -:·Jar or t he saving of I ron Curtc:in Jews f r om extinction. 

The equation can be set up i n r eslistic teru:s: Wi t hout l eaders (and I believe 

t hat a living r eligion such as ours cannot d::-:pand solely on the rabbinata for 

existence) thore ca n be no Judaisn , .:nd •dt hout Judaism ther e ca:i. be no J e·ns . 

':ie began this r.ii ssion kn::>t:in >:; only that ~:e ~-1e re chose:l by tte UJA fo:r qualities 
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that would sor:i5day (hopefully) contribute to the future of Judaism. We w6rc given 

a two- month course in experience, dealing first hand with t he various operc:tions 

which t he United Jewish Appc::al supports - - either financially or through the 

physical activity of its mombers . 

lt was Rabbi Herbert 'Friedr:.an 1s personal feeling that we should be shocked into 
. 

a r ealization of 11what1 s - it- all- about 11 concerning the history and workings of the 

Jewish J~gency ar.d its associat~ ag"ncies , c oncerning the problems of Jewish migrati on 

and i ts beginnings , and concerning t he building and existence of t he State of Israel . 

What better method of teaching is t her e than the cold confrontation of tbe facts l 

I cannot help but r emember the article that appear ed in the J erusalem Pos t 

concerning the m6Tllber s of t he Young Leadership t-:ission who called themselves 

•~Herb Friedman ' s Commandos" . I would like to dub our Hission 11Eerb '!i'riedman ' s 

Shocked Troops 11 , because I t hink a more fitting name could not be found . 

It is not possible to convey in words the emotional f eel ings a young man 

experiences when confr onted with something t ha t bas hitherto bce:i only history , 

and an unrealistic history at that . None of us could have i magined what we would 

f eel like vis iting the i r..migr ant can.ps of 1·.arseilles and Vic;;nna , absorbing the 

t op- l evel briefings of Geneva , studying the beginnings of t he Hitlerian i;l-a in 

Nunich and the r esul ts of ".iorld War II throughout .:llrope, and meeti ng t he E.gypt ian 

J ews who had r ecently fled their country for Gr eece. 

Had t he i·iissi on st':>9ped here and c:mcerned itself only with t hese experiences , 

it would have been enough to F~ke any young Jew a man - - - enough to give him a 

sense of r espons ibility i n solvL-ig the "Jewish ~ergcncy" , s o thc:t t~e horrors of 

yesterday would not be r epeated anew tomorrow. 

It was , in short, a c~urse i n the unreal . To suddenly l ook beyond one's own 

surroundings and see a pi cture of such stark contrast with the one we had l eft 

behind was en :>ugh to give many a sense of foreboding similar to t hc t of t he i :r.ni grants 

t hcmse-1 ves . :Je found th&t we could never qui te escape this shadow t ha t hung above 
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our heads . Whether on the beach of Bc.ndor, in the discotheques of Berlin or the 

aged atmosphere of Athens , the historical inevitability of a name, a place or a 

statistic r eminded us of the r ecility of the countless immigrants , displaced persons 

and refuge:;;s who travelled under the san;e skies in tr.e past nineteen years . 

At this point, the interest~d person would <>sk as to t he rethods by which this 

feeling of r esponsibility toward :mr fellow Jews •·.i-a s instilled . In my opinion, 

there were thr'-e t hat 9roved ruost effective : 

1 . Brief in gs 

2 . Inti.l'lacy ,.,ith the people in places we visitt.d . 

3. Bxposure to the ~azi :t.;ra ~nd its rel~tionsrip to tr 6 present day 

s i tus ti on . 

Beginning in .arseillcS, ~::i.. th an introduction to the t·1orkings and i u:?ortance 

of 1·iarseilles as an i111t:ligrant center, Ke ;;er e briefed throughout :.urope on each of 

the various aspects of the Jc1·nsh Agency and its associate agencies . On ooveral 

occc:sions we ·:ere asked to turn o:r our tc:pe record<:!r because t he material discussed 

was of c:n ent i r ely c:m:'idential n~ture open only to those "in t he know11 of t he UJ A. 

' 
Only w hen t hose giving the briefings ue!'e not entirely inf or.Jed as to our ~mrposes 

were the answer s to our intensive questions guarded . 

In each of the cities -.1e visited , a cor.pl~te br iefing was given concerning the 

t ype , structure, anc """Drkings of t i":e operations we uould be visiting . Geneva , f=> r 

example, i s the home of the European office of the Je· .. fi.sh Agency. Here we net with 

official~ of t he Je·wish A~enc7, '.~forld ORT union, Joint Distri'tution C'.:>r.:ittee, and 

EIJ.S; and received a ''vibw frorn the top" of t he overall pictur e . 

Tte a:ost in:p?rtant c:s?ect of the :dlropean tri9 was tl":e perso::al inti r..&cy we 

achieved with the people in the places -:;e visited . This was c:cc:::in:plished :.n. th 

dinne,rs , meetings and ir:i9r vn:ptu gatl1erings with our conte~t?oraries . It was one 

thin.; f:>r us t o listen to a pre9c: r~d ci~cussio~ :>n a ~ar~icular ci~J or operation, 

and 2n:>tt:er to talk f r eely 1·:ith those wr.o are in a position similar to ours . The 
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young men c:nd women ::>f the various iliropean J fimish cor.munities that ;..-e visited 

provided a mos t valuabl e opportunity for O?en discussion. These discussions were 

most helpful in t erms of unde1·standing their viewpoint, as well as for providing 

additional informa tion on the daily lives of E.urope<ln Jet·IS , especially those wh o 

have been born, ::>r at l east gro:m up, since the Second World War. 

The last of the three methods was the exrosure to the Hitlcrian aa. At 

this point of our trip , \le ~·iere met by Rabbi 7ricdl"l2n who felt that the ueek we 

were to spend in Germany was s6 important to our understanding of the pr esent day 

11Jewish .E.mergency11 thc.t he joined us there for a \':eek. In those few days we re­

ceived the better part of the bacY.ground an::l foundations ::>f the history of Israel; 

fo:- the very existence of the State of Israel is a direct r esult of tbe probler.:s 

of the displaced people: of this era and of the world cons ciousness that evolved 

from it. 

Germany became to many of us a very depressing 9oint in the trip. ~ven the 

beer halls and night clubs c::>uld not quite quell t ee feelings of uneasiness that 

ue held concerning the country and its pas t history. hfter visitiP.g Dacbau , the 

f ew among us who had p r eviously bad little interest in t he } ission suddenl y did 

an abrupt about-face and became much more a>-tare of the purpose of the trip. 

A£ter we had left the surroundings of Munich for Berlin, even the crowded 

shops of t he day and the glittering avenues of t he night could not erase the aura 

of seriousness which had settled over us ; ~nd it beca~e impossible for rr~rrf of us 

to walk down a str eet wit hout studying each eldf:rly person 2nd asking ou::·selves , 

"Where were you twenty- fi:.ve years ago? Why didn ' t you do an;;thing?n 

Frora this point on '.·1e looked forward to Israel much as an i mmigr ant would . 

We saw the beauty and culture and ghetto of Vierma , t he concentration camp :·.authausen 

of t he Burge£1.la nd , t he i~ ~-:Jigrant camp of Schonau wc: ich processes 1 :es tern C.Uropean ' 

Jews , and visited .Athens !'or a ~r::>-day r est stop bafore €ntcring I s re; el. 'i'he longing 

we had for a little; cruntry few of us had seen, yet had lived with daily, intensified 
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itself until we finally l anded at Lydda Airport end took in t he swaet air of 

Isroel at nigbt. 

Our bearded Isr c.eli guide once; told us t hat his purpose was t o give us 

"a bit of history and a lot of places11 • As t he phrase coined b-.f :me of our members 

goes, 11We sal1 Israel from Syria to Sinia " , and l eft little unseen along t he way. 

For most of us this was :ur first visit to Israel and we were constantly amazed 

that such a little country c ould hol ci so nuch history, so ma~r differe.nt faces and 

e such a contr asting l and i tself. ~de marvelled at the Galil<.;e from a t op Ht . Carmel, 

visited t he saintly city of Safad, worked on a Ki bbutz in t he fertile Kula Valley, 

baked ourselves under t he Lundred-degr~e-plus sun of E:ilat , scaled the marosi ve 

Nasada , r ested at the oasis of .tleersheva , welc::med the 1·/e.stbrnized Tel Aviv and 

marvelled at the sight s and sounds of t he Ol d City of Jerusalem. 

We were glorified tourists , but at t he same time we kept in mind that our 

purpose wa s t c. see for ourselves \·ihat this countr y and her miraculous people have 

brought about in t he past twenty year s . Our mission i n I s rael began t he day after 

e we arrived , whe~ we met wi th one :>f the original l eaders of t he Alyiab Be:t and 

visited an original ship i.;hich is no~., a museum of that period . 

From that day until we l eft, Israel became a living history book, a physio-

l ogical abstract , a nt;ve;r ending sociology l esson - - - but m:>st of all it gave the 

answer to t he "why? 11 thc;t enters rneny peopl e ' s minds when t hey sign a c heck to the UJA. 

During t he last few da~rs of our 1:.i ssion , I was fortuna t e to nset a Br itish Jew 

a t our Hotel in J er usalem. And like everyone else, we discussed Israel, Judaism, 

the ~!ar and 1 things i n general 1 • Yet this man was of a di f f erent sor t and intr oduced 

me to a c :>ncept I bad never thought of in t he conte:xt of our I·:ission . His tr.eory 

was that for the fi rst time in the history of Judai sm., Horld Je\irJ has be.:;n unified 

to an unparalled extent . "&It wt.y t his time':' Why not in 19h8? Or in 195'6? His 

r easons wer~ of one s ort, mine anoth<.:.r. fut still ' tt:e fact (or r ather the r ealization) 



.e 

- 6 -.. 

remained thc;t I <1m not just an hll!erican, not just an rl.Illtr ican Jcu, but c; member 

of a corrunon heri tagc. that extE-mcs from the tribal god of f.brahar.i to the compl tx 

rationalization which comprise our religion today . If ther e is t o be a futu r e of 

not only American , but of i.Jorld Judaism, there must be experienced l eaders l'eady 

to stop into positions of r esponsibility when called on to do so. Experience alone, 

however , is a relatively ea5'J commodity to c or.le by; the UJA could send hundreds of 

young men such as rayself ~ sirr.ilar mi$sions . The one necessary ingredient in the 

entire operation that t he UJA cannot automatically include is the motivation and 

willingness of the individual to use t he ex~erience ht. bas gained in a manner 

beneficial to hinself, to the OJA and to \·;orl c Judai sm at l arge . 

So what is t his 11 Jed .. sh Emer gencyu to Hhich we s et out to find a solution? 

Is it fund - or-peopl c- rc:ising for IsraE.l? Is it unity i 111onz 1·Iorld Jewry? Or, 

is it t he individual ' s willingness to partici pate Ki thout b6ing called? And how 

do we, the 26 participants , fit i n? It is rrrJ opinion t hat t hose among us who have 

the wi.llingness and t he desir e , will bc.cor.~ t he progenitors f:>r a nm·1 Juda i sm , a 

·.iorld Juda i sm . :fo are both a necessary par t :>f t he solution anci the' first step 

e in achieving the goal. For those among us who will be r eady, and are willing, 

there is a pl ace in the future of our 9eople. 
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PART II - CRITIQUE 

Fr om the critical point of view, it is my £eeling that for the previously 

i nexperienced hi ssion- participc-.nt, the trip had to be put together much as one 

would a jig- smt puzzle. "E.ver-,..r city presented a new piece, and it was not until 

af ter we had received all the various pieces , from a l l aspects of the Turop::lan 

operation , that the picture became clear. I think this problem could be alleviated 

(at l east partially) by giving a full day 1 s briefing, or introducti on , in i~e;w 

York a day before the missi:m would be sch6dul ed to l eave. 

e If this could not be aITangf.d , then I suggest providing oxtensive material 

c oncerning specific ar t.as of t he operations of t he Uni t€d Je:rish Appeal and the 

J ewish Agency t hat would be relevcint to the tri p . 

It i s unfo r tune that the bgisti cal probl€1'1s of travel inter fer red with the 

chronological method of learning that l:ould have been rn.ich mor~ useful in terms 

of understanding the Jewish Agency end Jewish nigration. I think we would have 

obtained a bet t er grasp of t he overall ;:>ictur e had we begun in hunich with the 

history of the Hazi Era , continued to Berlin end Polc:nd (if it had been available) , . 
~ r eceived the top level briefings of Geneva , and t hen vis i ted t he i~igrant centers 

of Ma r seilles and Vienna . (H~never, I r ealize t ha t although this is pr eferable , 

it i s mucb more eA-pensive than to travel the route we did . ) I woul d also l ike to 

acd that t he st'.:>p in At hens made an excellent br eak between the tedious sch~dule 

of ~rope and our intensive study of Israel. 

I mus t mention one of t he raost interesting and informative experiences that 

we were fortunate enough to have . Berlin , as well as providing t he leadership fo r 

the ~·Test German Jewish Comlillni ty (nou approx i r.JC; tezy 20 , 800) is also th~ head-

quarter s for the DIS . Literall y trcGzlatcd, DIS is the Ger man Students for Israel 

.Association. It was our pl easure to meet with t he presid~,t and several ~ther 

members . In our several h:iur discussio:i tl:ey expr essed a sincere ar:d surprising 

vie\'1point which we t h ought coul d ncvc1· EXis t in t he Germar.y of t oday. Lany of 

t hem had been to Israel for s everal months . P.11 wanted to go. And every one 
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e:xpressed t he desire not to try a!ld c hange the thinking of their :>ar ents 1 generation 

but to work with the present generation and "bring education to der.iocrcic:;r 11 • 

It is with gr oups such as t his , with groups of Jewish as well as non- Jewish 

origin , that the ~jor part of t he 1 learning process 1 we participa tcd in took 

p l a ce . It i s my hearty r e cor.nnendation trwt meetings such as these make up a 

significant part of future missions, because of t he invaluable experience they 

of fer . I f eel i t is extremely i mportant to keep i n mind that altb ough the 

mission i s orientated toward Je~·ri.sh life and Jewish proble.ils , it i s necessary to 

9 understand the peopl e and factors surrot1nding ~ropean J ewry as well. The mor e 

we understand , t he rnorc i ntensive our own particular mission becomes . 



R.4BBI CHDITTZ 

Though our conversstions were r,either particulRrly nunerous or ex­

tensive , t hey were soaced t hr oughout the t r i9 so that most of whet is 

i ncluded in t he r epor t will be repetitious . I put cy observations i n 

vritten fom however, in t he hope th?t ~ooe clar ifica+.ion and thu s use, 

may come of t he."'! 



Report on the 1967 uJA University Study Mission 

From the first briefing session in llew York to the Cafe colloquium 

in Jerusale:n, it ~as clear that the trip had been very csrefully planned, 

wbiob is to say that nothing had been i ncl uded without a reason . Looking 

at t he ori ginal schedule , the order of travel from t·~orrocco , through France, 

Switzerland , Ger:nany, Poland , and Austria to Israel seems excellent ; even 

moreso in hindsight than foresight . The si ngularl y exciting circtl!!lstances 

\.lhich prevented our group from covering the planned itinerory both improve~ 

t he t r ip and made it a weak pioneering effort . The makeshift European sched-

ule was workable , but for i'uture trips , it seems to me that the European 

segment should be expanded , at l e8st to the envisi oned route of this year ' s 

trip , i f not beyond . An abbrevi~tion of the European secti on , either to 

give more ti~e i n Israel or shorten and simpl ify the mechanics of the trip, 

~rould not sel:"'Je to improve the overall i mpact . I base t his on the principl e 

of travelling uhich i s that being there is better than being told . I think 

t he ~~de variety of r eactions wit hin the group to specific activities confirms 

t he value of additional European experience . 

Specif ically: I thought that the stay at Nontolivet ( i nstead of a 

hotel ) was excellent . I threw the group right i nto the middle of the ;cr-ob­

l ems of transrn igrants (in this case , r eally r efUgees) , an impressed the 

group , immediatel y , that this was a study mission and not a pleasure tour/ 

1'he_f ood there ves perhaps a l ittle heavy, but the people vere ~'illing to 

t alk , ~ntlcb again set the tone f or t Ge vhole thing. l n' 'Mersailles , Castro 

and Garcy were obviousl y top-r ate . The only pr obl em \.Tith the stop was the 

matter of free time and hov to use i t . Fr om the start of the trip to the 

end, this was a persistent ar;d unsettlej i srue . I n Vienna, an excellent 

l isting of sites of general ·i nterest vas pr ovided , but there w~s practical-

l y no fr ee tb~ d'J.l'ing t he d.:ay when most of tr.e p ace.s are o~e:i . In Har-

saille3 , there ~ras a go)C b~lance of aft~rn~oos and eve:Ungs fre~ , lY~t t he 



time ~pent in findine out "'hat ti:lere was to do was lost tine . In Harsailles , 

more than anywhere else , a second use of free- time was discussed . There ha1 

been many general questions , and the P'-8.bbi said that perhaps it • . .;ould be 

worthwhile to· have a briefing on t ho bac:cground of the French Je-,,dsb Con-

?:1unity. I seconded the motion e.t the time a.'1d repe1t it now. In that case 

the Ra.bbi hirlself volunteered to provide the lecture • • • but it seems to me 

t hat at each stop, an optional fill- in lecture would be valuable if provided . 

My feeling is that there :-1ould be a quor'1!l , if not strong attendence, and 

that the increased bacY-ground in Je~izh a~d even non-Jewish History would 

enhance anything else seen or done . 

Geneva t..:as the ~tudy m.ission at its best and uorst . The accornodations 

bot tomed out at Cit6c Universitaire , the three ~usketeers hit the road for 

t he first time , and the briefin& s9ssio~s made up the best couple of days 

of the trip, Fedor , and Carey provided the dra-:iatic highlights , but the 

other pr~gra:ns , especially the session with OR'l' provided a magnificent blend 

of informatio~ and oersonal contact . I n each case, the information pr esented 

vas concise , enlightening, and thoro'..lgh . There were other i ndividual days 

or br iefings which vere of equivalent quality, but there was no ·fUll progra.~ 

t o 1Jatch Ge~eva . 

f'111e Gernan i nterl ude ~as basic . The L':lmensity of the Hitler pla.~ 
,ironic 

of eJ..'"termination , as vell as Hitler ' s/role in the eventual founding of 

' t he state of I srael , were both f aDil iar poin~s but points which ~ere 

greatly strengt hened by the visit . O.i.riously, the i~pact of t he progra, 

\13.S not so much fro~ t he activities the!:lselves as from the fringes of the::i . 
~ 

For example, t he r ide to Dacha:.i that Sunday morning v.it~ the folk- festi'Tcl. 
>,, 

going on , and the su~shine and the green fields and the churchbells ••• all 

that r eally had more ~~pact t hat the seeing of the camp i tself . I doubt 

t hat the visit to the syn:i.gogue on Jt'ri'1:1j" nig!'lt i n ~'.unich \.las i ntended to 

• 
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give me an eeirie feeling about this almost pitiful congregation in their 

large lovely quarters ••• and yet t he feeling of a ghost com.11unity was a 

large part of the impression I carried away from Gernany. In this sense , 

the program worked very we11 in Germany. Information was provided and 

the key impressions came on their o~ Elsewhere in the trip there were 

occasi onal efforts to present both information and impressions, something 

which can ' t be foroall done . We were in :-:unich a bit too long perruips , 

although ever morae~t reinforced the feeling of oppressive heaviness of 

Southern Germany , and also, in t·lunich we were associated with that jewel 

of a man, Herr .9au.11gartner . 

Berlin \.:as a separate case . I t too was a ghJst city, but a necessary 

stop. Again , perhaps the stay could be shortened . T'he student interchanges 

were clearly not accidental and yet were spontaneous enough to be palatable, 

beneficial and even exciting. 

-
The stay i n Vienna was frustrati ng . 'l'here W3.S so :nuch to see and little 

meaningful free t i me left by the very full program . Bus r iding, int-;rspersed 

'With Ascherma.n ' s gin victorie~ spiced the necessarily r epetitious lessons 

on t~aziism whlcll capped the Europen experience . l·rore than at Nontolivet , 

t he people at Schonau shoke of the trip to Isreel a s a journey to the 

pro:nised land. Schonau too was frustrating . We hardly bad enough time 

t o talk t o the peopl e, and they ~ouldn ' t stand in the light to be photo-

graphed I 

Greece uas an i mprovised r est stop with Egyptians conveniently included. 

Again t ':e singular circunstances of this tiMe ; the effects of THA" \IE were 

forced into our faces . For the future C-reece should either be given more ~ 

time or excluded . The tii:le provided gave neith'3r tine for sightseeing or 

real resting . The atte:npt to see everything i n one day l eft ever yo!'le ::iore 

exhausted t han before . 
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And then there was Israel . I t is the special case, the exception 

to the r ule , the climax, the culmination, and the co~pilation of all of 

t he problems wa 1ve seen el sewhere . Unlike Europe where the structuring 

of the trip was clear , In I srael , the i ssues became mixed , and i nter ­

twined. We ca':le at a t:L":le when THE HAR 'l«l.S on everybody ' s minds . We 

came at a ti"'le when new develop~ents and acconpl ish-:ients overshadowed 

and alaost obscured the long- range picture . 'i'he temptation was to do 

mor e sight- seeing an-1 l ess r eal s1.1.ldy. The answer is that both wer e i n-

t ended si nce the purpose of this segment of the trip seems to have been 

to i nfor m .and to create an e;notional l ink between the members of the 

mi ssi on and the state of Isr ael . 

On t his trip, the war and its aftermath gri pped everyone 1d i r.iagina-

t i on. For t he future the t r ip, i t sea~s to me , should be designed to 
1 • 

study two i nterrel ated enti ties . / fhe Jewish St ate : Study how the state 

cane to be ; explor e the emotional attatchnent to this parcel of land (a 

phenomena which I , and I think other ~~erican J ewG have a herd time fully 

under standing or aplJTeciating) ; discuss the ir.:ni grants and their handling. 

2 . 'lne Developping ~1ation : Compare I sr ael to other devel opping nati ons 

showi ng how it has many o~ the sane probl ems--not many r esources , under -

educated population, hosti le neighbors , big- power i nter-oeddling--and how 

i t s peculi ar blend of dedication and hard core problem sol vers have di s-

tinguished this state fro~ others in apparentl y sil:lil e.r' conditions . This 

f antast i c i nst i tution with i t s pr obl em sol ving ~echanics were touc~only 
a t !!i tspe Ra.r:ion and Gaze . Elsewhere we wer e shmm sol utions , but only a t 

those t~~ pl eces could we gain insight into how problems are approac~ed . 

This should be stressed . 

Beyond these generalities , lie the specific co"1!1lents r ecor ded at the 

eval uation sessions . Only one other thing •• . ~':Uch reading materi.tl vas 
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handed out at various times . The gener al approach was, 11-ead it all and 

you'll find it use.f\tl . 11 While it is true t hat i t all should have been 

r ead, much of it wasn ' t . Better coordination of specific r eadings to 

specific activities would have r esulted in gre:tter coverage of materi al 

Yith the obvious benefits . 

A few firu;J. generalizations : It was fUn . I t was educational. It 

provi ded info!'mation but could not change basic opinions . It will take 

a wizard to produce a comprehesible docu.~entery from the mora3s of film 

and tape broug:1t in . (Speaking of documentation : whoever handles the 

equipment next year should be clearly told wh·t kind of r ecord is erpected. 

'I'o say "Go docuraent" will bri ng in a wide variety of psychologically use-

fU1 data, but not necessarily workable :naterielL The trip was well 
r.'lr.i(t at tbes 

structured~oo loosely managed (the llasada debate for ex.a;nple should not 

be allowed to re~eat) 

And l a st of all--these observations have been t yped cold , and so are 

probably not as clear as t hey should be . If there ' s anything t hat you 

would lL'l.:e clarification on, ':rite :ne at ho:ne or a t my new school adcire~ 

Apt . #70, 2006 Stadiun Road, Charlottesvil l e , Virginia , 22903 . 

I -. 

I 
. I' . , , 

I') 

·-~:. .::: _. !.. .. • c. t. ... !. 
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Since detailed criticism of our activities in each city 

has already bec!'l recorded on tape , I would like to deal with 

several general problems whose solutions might improve the 

nature of next year ' s i(ission . I would first ma.ke one comment 

concerning the choice and order of European cities visited. 

The German experience in 3erl1n and Nunich was the only one 

for which there can be no substitute . Our vis i ts to the other 

cities \·:ere interesting and successful , but were not essential 

to t he purpose of the trip. The Jenish character of certain 

other European cities may be as i nteresting if not mor eso , 

t han some ~·1hich we visited , and experimentation may prove 

beneficia l . Our week in Germany was absolutely essential . 

Few J ews or Gentiles of my generation appreciate t he 11'.!por-

e. ta.nee of the Haz i period in relation to the present state of 

t he Jewi sh people . We do not associate the period with our 

own lives and do not realize that the German attitude which _/ 

r esulted in the Holocaust has diminished but slightly in the 

las t twenty- five years , a relatively short time. 'Ihese are 

problems which must not be ignored , and the visit to Ger many 

as a proper sol ution , should never be excluded from the r~ 1ss1on . 

I n order to make it more meanin~ful , rather than being first 

on the itinerary as s~s£e?ted , it should follow a visit of 

several days to the 11field 11 where t he i m=igration initiated 

during the ~;azi period can still be wi tnesseri . 
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There is another instance when association with the 

European Jewish pa st was mad e ea sy ; the visit to Eisenstadt , 

the ghetto , synagogue , and cemetary , with the old man Gabriel , 

brought a::..ive centuries of Jewish history difficult to pic­

ture by any other means . I suggest that Austria be included 

with Germany in future itinera ries. 

our most serious oversight involved our limited contact 

with University students throuf"hout Europe and Israel , with 

the exception of Germany, where our meetings with German and 

Israel i Jews and the DIS members were stimulating and valuable . 

The opinions of the young intellectuals are certainly as 

i mportant to a Mission of colleg e students as are the stories 

of l ast generatio11's leaders . Our failure to maintain constant 

contact with our contemporaries every:·:here , lost for us a 

r a r e opportunity to associate with the countries ' future 

l eaders and become exposed to their i deas and ways of thi nking . 
t 

Because the Study Mission provides such a r a r e and 

unique opportunity for the part1c1pa!1ts r more care should be \ 

taken 1n their selection . Those selected should be the most 

wi lli ng to tak e advantage of all that is offered and the most 

capable of contributing to the success of the r~1ss1on as wel l 

as t o the situation at home . As has been su~gested , more ex-

tensive advertising and c~reful 1nterviewinE should be given 

more considera tion in future plannin~ . 

'Ihe Israel itine r a ry -,ras exce llent . He saw aloos t the 
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entire country , miss i ng very little . Schmulig was of 

i mmeasurable va l ue . Changes i n certa i n a r eas can and s hould 

be eas ily arranged . r;o :nore than one nil!ht should be spent 

at Matza.da ; the Judean Dessert trip can ori g i nate from Arad 

where the previous n i gh t ' s accomodations could be more plea­

sant . rwould suggest one ma jor change i n scheduling : i n ad ­

dition to free afternoons and evenings g i ven in various cities 

the i tinerary shoul d include sever a l (two ) extended periodli , 

of free ti~e . of perhaps three days , with room and board al­

l ottments given to all who so des i re , i n order t hat the group 

break up for several cays , vis i t parts of the coun try them­

selves , and be among Israelis r ather than Americans for a 

short ti.me . I feel this is very i mportant a!'.'ld shoul d be 

carefu llyconsidered for the future i·71ssions . 

The men , bo th mili tary and civilian , with whom we had \ 

discuss i ons were gener a lly i nteresting conversationalists 

and not mer ely speech ~akers . By the end of the t r ip we were 

well i ndoctrinated to the think ing of the present generation r 

of I srael i leaders . I would suggest that an effort be made 

to present several solid anti - Zionist speakers . Hearing t he 

anti-Zionist points of view would prepare the group more 

compl etely to are-ue i n t he United States (forewarned is fore ­

armed) and would make wore interestin~ the d i scussions wi th 

the gr oup ' s other speakers . There i s question whether 
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J udaism will survive more easily in Israel or in the 

d i aspora, and the argunents for both should be heard . I 

also su&gest that the question of what can be done at home 

and on campus by the Mission participants should be . explored 

at greater length . At our discussion of this problem , many 

qu estions were introduced , but since it was our last n i ght , 

t here remained no time to discuss the answers with t he whole 

group . 

Chief among the factors contributing to the success of 

the Mission was the openness , patience , and considerati on 

for t he ~ission both on an ind ividual and group bas i s , of 

Rabbi Chinitz. His pri ncipal guide was that of situationism , 

t he only proper rule in conducti~r a tour of college students . 

It i s my hope ~hat he wi ll accompany future University Study 

Mi ssions as the only successful veteran of a difficult en-

d eavor . 

~ It 
Mi

0

ssion 

\ 
is my opinion that the first UJA University Study 

was a great success . The i mpress i ons of each mem-

ber were vi vld a nd will be of long- l as ting i mportance in -----} \ 

his decisions concerning Jewish life and the Jewish people . _/ ---..... 
Although my personal viewpoin t on Jews and Judaism will not 

crystal1ze for many years , if ever , the Study :•iiss1on was 

the best means of provfding the kno~ledge and experience 

on which to base r::.y m:n future decis ions , and throu~h which 

I might influence similar decisions of my colleagues . 
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19 A.·.:.g-u;t 1967 B:· lii.rv :!:: • .lbr:-..-v 
S~.n Jio ::o St:itc Co 1 1 r, c;o 
Siri Dic:;o , Calif orni a 

c":at ter of ·t!"Q f c:.1:i..Jy, -.nd the feel of ;.~;~ric:i..n ~-rccnb~c~:s i n 0110 ' s b.::i.ck-

Al.;. _i..._o·.·.·:::.'.•1 .i.-!-.~r."" O""'."! :.,..,_,_ t'. -·"·"O ... _. ~ ,.,, ".;-·e( .J."tc..., +.· ·o (""~ ,.....;1"'·) -... s """7'·.., .,, ..... s th,.. v .. - - .u - _ - - - - - - - . , .,... - - <=.u.-._ \• _. '::'v - -c.. ' .1. • .., 

nost :ri.ssed thin:; 1• 1:.: le <.>.'.l::oo.d. 

Th:' S f i::s'G part shall be dovot.:::d to tl.c oojcctivo eVtl.l"i.ation , t~<ldn:; a 

!·~2.rseillcs * of t !'.e I d~d not :::i!l.1 t ho 

accoT:1.~c1a~io~s at ~:'..C ~ :.· . 
. u.1 . ('1.; vet ::cf·· ~e con~~r . 

?.o· uv~r, -r, • • :::: fo(A: · :<ls poor, :?..."!~. I 0c3i"1 to f eel es t r.ou:;h 

bread and Coco. Cok · 'Cl"'~ to r e -v o~y no·-.risl"'!i1t"n~ for t·_.o r:o:r~.:-:s . I !'lo!".:.e~ly 

f eel as t::o:•.::~ :"!t·:!'e :-t:.ssio:-is co·'._c c:~o:; off a ~y fro::i t i...2.t port , as it is 

\10u.lx1 €!~Si-.. ~- s 1£:'i.c~ • 

1 i :;ht of c:.i-..j re aC.vcn=-tu:re, ~-,.., 
'-- -"' 

Gc~cva* If t.:c Eotc l B::-istol, o::- s:.;:12.r .:i.cc.:>-::o·.:!'.:.ior.s couli :"..:?.1rc 02o:i 

sec .r-Jc. 



Joi:ct D:'.strrr:'.;:i.on Co::uitt~c ll:!.S i:;crr :..fie . Un;tc": r.fa.s I bril"')f:L"l3 lc:'t so:-.: -

thin::; to be c~csircc.1 , lib a little tr1•st . l!l all fnirn:)ss to tr~!!, uo \·iCl'C 

all cxtrc:-JJly i:.irod even befo!'c i.nJJ:in,: ir:.to t he i,,. vru.'i1, o-.r~r-3tufi'')d r oan. 

T!~c 021.' sc:10ol '•:>.s e.lso ' :or-'vlr.f, ~.nd for t:-:i.s roaso:i, Jcnc7o.. is a suit.o.·:Jlc 

loc:-.ti on -~o t:-.~n r:rt::-::r B±ss.:..on:; to . Its l"?..~--x:.:- s-could not ~ h'.)1::1. as a 

rc~so:! not to go. 

H1.mic:i~:- If :i.t ''ere not for t'~c 1.isto:-:.co.J. o.s:-..ect , tllis is 0110 cit:r I would 

l eave oi..it . I-i:, is ck~.:i , t:1':: ~.:::o"JJ.:: l'.r.::: c>ll r:.~::t , ·yrt, t.' ore is e..n at::os~l10ro 

deep doubts • 

or Treb2.in;: .... or A•:tS)1cvltz , the Do.clU\u :--.:i.ssc~ac.e i s not noccss.:i.ry. 

dec?1Y unsati3ficd with t he p::i.J.•;:-c\t-:os~i~~::."C t:...:)rc . 

I felt 

Borlin* Uhcrt)ru> t~s i t::lzl:'ld is not a !'!~C9SS!U7 sto? fro:a t~ nission 1s ?oint 

of view, it is d'Jfi'1itoly a :m.st for pl"' :~ric:>-..1s visitin3 E:.u-o!_Jc . ·.~e had 

cxccllnnt a.ccor ~"'.otl::.tions , a:!C:. goorl food . Tho side-trip to ::::.st P.arlin i s also 

essential to ~11 fut•:.rc nissio~s . 

Vien::i.a* F:o:::i t:.I') !3ta:1c.po.: .,t of soci.'1:; 3isenstadt a:i1 :~·ut.!12:..:san , -::.enno. s::ould 

rcmin on t:~ iti.-:.cr <.>.ry . T~e city .itsol.f is not ~:~t :i.!.:!Jo::'t~'1t . .;,.ft.er s::!oin; 

: :arse"i 1 les , • .. 'C 1id bvc to visit a:i;,;-thor r'.}.:'-1~0 center , althou3h t::e e:9cr -

i enca w:?.s of cour::>o valn.:;i.' )lc . I rcco:-::::J::c.l t!:at a.'1ot!:.)r r est2ura::t be fou:id . 

ilthou:;l: t!-o food '.T'.S .:;ooC. , ti::c service \::ls too slo· r. Tbi.s pl::i.cc s'.-10uJ..1 09 



cocld casil~r m l oft off fl.>t1·.rc itin~ra.:::·:;s . :~o·.:-cvcr , it provides an iclcal 

stopp-i n::; ' l e.cc b::fore J-.d.ttin:; Israel. O:.!c day in Atb~s is sufi'ic::.ent , L'l'l 

t his r c.:;.')..rd I disagree with ny co-trav'1lors . But I feel as ii' i,;c did it j ust 

rieht t:Ll10 - '.!isc . The hote l was i deal , at~d t l:o food \.Ias great . Also , our 

hostess W.'.'.S pl oe.sin3. 

Rather t;·-"-Il c... vulu,.·::i.t.o Israel on a da:,---by-do,~r bc-.sis , I •.rill just s1..1.L"'l u_p 

Futi.l!'C rl5 s sions s.1ot:_c. _b:> s · bject~d to a ".:cc~:D:!d. in :!le.th, t~ ·o d.n.ys in 

3ccr~l!ebo. , end tmn Oill' 1 It is inh~:-..11 to ~o1~ a p<·~scn '7-o st~.y in :~z.?.dc. 

.,, .,.,d ·r .. · tzn.~ '"1 .. ·~on ·l '"'n ;t ~ s not "'"c"'-s~-- ""_ 1..,,.-__ :::-::-.:i·.n, "'"' .... ""'.uc_J.i_ .,., I ~nJ· o:rcd 
c;-...,. ·'U.. ' ··- • ........,! "' _._ _ .... ..!. .~ , ~::. ~~·.:: . '_, .• ~-"' - c;.w - -

it, tho Desort In."\ in £.')'!rs:·.oba i s :11.1.ch too e:::J!:ln:. ivo f o!' th~ UJ!. Che~pcr 

Pji RT II 

- Cr:;:tiq-..'tO--

Bn.vLJ.g j i.·.st rco~i7c rr:r slides fro"1 t l-.c ::>:-oc:!ssor, a.1d also h:ivi"![; 
t ;-pc<'. r.zy t :-ip not~::; , I c~ so.y wit~ C'J~~i 1,(,J t:1?.t t>-t s s\.t:r...:~T w:l.s tbc !:lost 
worthuh5.lo o::o I bn·.rc eve r s::>ont . I t u:i.s bcyo:'l.d 1-orc:s . Our pri.-'..:L-r-y :ri..ssion 
·-s ... o s.L., • t · · · · · · 1 ..... · - · • - J:O • ''·~ u \/ ~.a.:· _:c i:.=!:!..:,-l'"':t"ttio:i ?~o.J.-e .. "!S . J._u.s ' .~ c..i:: . .:.Dt.;~7cr , J..Or :.~ , oec=ise 

I a.11 a :>ol H.ic::.1 sc:.c:ic~ ':'.jor , t:.is tr:.::::> ·.:a.s f::i.r :'.01·0 valu.c.bl0 . I e.::i dco'ly 
C"l"atcful t o t'"'.O UJ\ ,~o- ..,,.....<.:!',.in"' 5"'"'~··"'.,..s 11 in t l " i-,0,1 11 1 .... c:-,,.;; .;,.,:::- -.;1-it,,.,,~; 
!:JM - • - • ~- .. ...,, J - - ·--- • - -- ' • ' - l. - ·--_, ~- 0..:-., 
a:.-v. ciYi "'. -=..~'1 c::;>~=ts . I an able no·.1 -tio ?ll!'CL:.c -:::IJ' stu:::'..ies wit:1 :.t.icn ::;o:·e 
lmowlcd.:::) c·"..d co:tl'icenco . T:us , ho· ;cvcr , mi'"s no'tlll_"l::; to t~:o UJ!i , .::.s +,filt 
..:s !lot i·'"·r ; t, ~ .... ~t ' JC I t ...,,,.J. S"'.,,...'" t '-c·· -', .:..o .,.., ,,.,. "'-: .. ., , .. ., " ,... ,..4,.,,., ~,...-. -,... - ·-r1 - ---- . • -"-i. ...,_ ._, •• ~U"""" J v .. ~ ... - u-. ..;.Jri> __ J..,1.:,,_ ~·.Ji ! .. ._ 

in colle .:;c , c.::~l thus .:J..10·.1 r:.c a ;;:ore fo.vo1· ::i.'.Jlc c '..l..,..:ice t o so:D:JcC.y 5Ut o. dec;rce , 
a .;ood joJ , ~d s·~ .. r~ ti:l:) t o rnr}: fo:- :,::c Uj;\ as a vol-..:.r.:tc~r f•.m:i- :-1is.)r. 

If I wa.s a Q-1L.1~a 9ici, '.:.:i~n ~- c::-.~::i \ r.?..S t~~o 7 oup . I t v:1c rit '1L"l the 
grou!.J t«::.i.t I h:2..: t o co~l.:'L'lc :-t:soH" fo:- ~::c ::"st :'.,)~---t . I :'eo l -~·:. ... t t:!o ?.Jr::.on­
a....it~_11 5 · d.t::i:l -~ :".O ;!'Ot':> r.'lE.::o a ·":Ji_: ,_liffor o.1c1J in ~l::.3 ovonll i:J?1~cs ions of 
t he t::-ip it~c 1 T' . 
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T.n~:·c ,.:2.s si:c:1 a r.1 ·::!;,:trc o:: :::~-:-so::=.1;·:::.::.cs t~t s :"Tcly one C":.!!.-""lot. c:::;ccv 
cyc r;:ronc ~co l; ~ :n c-.:cr:'ro;1~ else . :-0 :fr-:--so:").::!l v"ic1:s on ca.ch ~~di v5.dua.l x:-o not 
bc5 .. n:; soi·:!.t hero, b·,-.t I ·ill G•'·Y t:~·c ·0.to UJA, .-:Lt.1 all of its olcctro!1ic 
ec_ui_:x-n:"!.t , s h:,·.1ld :)urc· .. .-:.:::c! :t 11 ec~...._·c.i~Y'ljt:/1 ~c::i:10 , ,;:U.ch could natch 
pcrco;is fo · · t >c ·t.ri, , C-11L1• h.;i.V'o cig:··(, t1·i!_:ls f'o::.:- c:tcl!t cl.ifi'crcnt ?OrsO!!nl::t.ics . 

The cr.ics'l.io'1 t:1c::i xc:.sos , w:r .:. [.oo·~ hr:'.. · ,;.'..!.1:; •::;irls ~lo:ig 0.::1 f\rt\.l.l'C 
nissio~s? A.t t~o °!)G:;i11.,,·i~1~ , I 1:c:-~s s·C.c_1~1c1J..y aga.i."lst it . 1;~::!::::1 s:'...::ply ee 
not leac~crs:.1-;p r.10.-t.cn·i~l. 'I'i"!Dn ac;~:L."1 , :i.oi"Q;!:')r i.-oro 78% of tl"..!J gt.1ys on tho 
trip, posoib]~/ ~:::elf i.':.clu-1.cr'. . I no1.1 fcJl tl1:J..t .;:i..rls c.01:.ld bo broP.:;l1t lions, 
bl:·t qlti.t~ f\"-¢:.':1:-, ::o·::, ~c-: ·(,!~ s.?..:~ ~·t.."'?O:-;.J~ ·i;~;~ ·~,,~ ~n ~-e i·cc:..-ru.:~.:i:.cc! forJ. 
Tho .:;irls shc·W:~ be :Luo:· ~ l ·i:,:~.-::. t:.c; -. pr.rpose .. :ouJ:-: ::101·0 or loss be o.. 
socj.:'l.l 0:1c . 'i':~zo zi ·<"ls s: .. ouJ-1. be fC.::.-::J..:· i ·,tcD.i.:p:rt. , an~' :.·3aso:1'.l'i:>J.y .::rt.tractive . 
7!~o-.r s:'h):,1<1 no·~ _::c_ ... :~'·~S_':]~t_ ·(,:_?_l!q::,~ "'_::_.:_~~1 

I 

I r oco:-u-cn·1 t:~t 5.:l. ru::.;.;.ro :-:issio:n.s , Ihns s:: ·D.d oo c :pJ.oyed as t!:c 
bus c1.r:'.. vc::.· :Ll'l i. ::..i:'.ich. I ·.:::-.s ::. · ._;:::-c::; '"C -: t:- ;us i':':'......~< 1.; i'~S • a..!d f'r~l.l:ncss . 
Cm. tt-.c st::>jcc-~ of' · ··cscs , I r oco::-:'):1C: o:-1:- t:·'?..t t!'~.Y3l 'litrj_11 I s!'.:..ol be 
helcl tlo".m ·to no :10=:"0 tll...~1 ' .. ··!r:t ,:c tlid. 

The loo.de:: o~ ·::,;;o is3i.on s·:c.uld. '.)c j·.!.S~ t>it-='.:.::c lcor~er . & should 
be sensitive ·C.o ,;;:m.'..? i'o~J ;~GS , a."12- or.c:J l:c <:1cci·:c~ , his C.~cision s!iou.~1 
se.ti.S'f-J hi~·' · As a Jcc-.i.·oc..-';ion !.c<'..t~cr for th:) c:.tj-, I kt101.1 -'.:.b:.t cy dcc::.sions 
6.o not f!'.'.>.l'D ovcr.:o::!o nc:;~- , b\Xt i.f -'\.'..c7 b-J:!ofit t::o g"!'OU?, even the :-i.ajo::.~ity 
so.:1ctirns dis~c;i.·c::s . ?his is t:13 )!:' .:.c~ of lc-.de::-s:..ip. 1zj a !Jol itic:U 
science t .. c:ct1:oo2·: use· sscs t::c c:1!'.::-is. :::i.. a."ld qu..'l.J..itics of a ~ood l cRdar. ?:-:cro­
fore , I i.Jill not critic::.~ t '1:-.:'; -..i'lic> .. r.r:.st be an -i l1ch"i<lt'.2..l entity. 

I will n o·~ be c:~itic.:il of t.:~c t:::ip CY.:c~usc il1s? itc of al l the co:t:>la.ints 
ono c:i.:.--i dig up , the v!:.cilo thin:; vo.0 ::'a."1t;.stico ::0-..1. cn.n oo 2.ss~d ..!~1'-~t as 
i clc;:>.s co:-.::: to ~, I -..till fo~:t' .. rd i:.!:o l to :ro-.::::: of.:'ico . IIow, bo1-:ovor , I l1ZV!3 
tal:a~1 too lonG e.1::-~ac:·-, a.'1d \Tish to clcla:r n o lon~:· . 

Rcs ..... ,..._..f'- ·11- s ··· -, ;~· ·!·nd ~v(.;U-~ -.i.J ... _\.I""'"" 1 
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I be:1eve t hat our t rip was a valuabl e one both from 

t he standfoint of meeting J ews all over the world , and f rom 

t he poi nt of view of seei ng and experiencing life 1n different 

countries. I found most of the t rip t o be i nteresting and 

stimulati ng and my general i mpressi on of tha whole experience 

was t hat it was great • . It would be possi b l e t hough t hat 

certai n aspects of the trip could be i mproved so t hat f uture 

study mi ssi ons woul d f i nd t he trip even more exci t i ng . 

Therefor e , a l ong with some of my major impressions I will 

incl ude some suggest i ons f or i mprovement s . 

It was really exciting ·wnen we met f or t he first time 

i n New Yor k , and I f or one '·1as no t sure of what to expect 
I / 

of t he trip. I had a vague i mpressi on t hat we woul d be 

studying the r efugee probl em , and i n t he meant i me we would 

be traveling t hrough Eur ope and I srael . At thi s poi n t, 

rather t han r eceive s i x or seven books , we shoul d have r e ce i ved 

a ve ry definit e and compl e t e outline of t he ob j ectives and 

r easons f or visiting t he differ ent pl aces we did . It would 

not be necessary or possi ble t o go i nto detail t hen , but 

1t would aave been worthwhile to know i n advance what t o 

l ook for 1n ea ch city so t hat we could r el a t e it to a wi der 

goal. I mean to combat the f eeling I somet i me s had during 

the mi ss i on t hat any one c1ty was unrel a t ed t o any othe r 

c1ty a long t he way. For example , Marseilles and Geneva 

and Haifa shoul d s eem somehow r el ated i n J ewi sh acti vity. 



Mar seill es struck me with the i mmedi acy of the refugee 

problem , a nd 1 do not t hi nk the itinerary could have been 

much better. I t was ve ry important tha t we stayed at Montolivet 

t 9 get the feel of an emigrant center. I uould suggest , 

however , t hat afte r the long flight over t he ocean it would 

have been better for our f i rst stop off 1n Marseilles to be 

at a hotel. It was a delightful evening with the J ewish 

youth of Ma rseilles , and I would suggest tha t throughout 

the trip these i nformal meet i ngs with refugees and students 

of t he different countries were oost valuable . In f uture 

mi ssions I would \·1henever possible arrange these meeti ngs 

because I believe this i s hm'l one forms most i mpress ions 

of a country . Our meeting with the i mm igrant boat was without 

a doubt a s i gnificant and import ant part of the trip. It 

gave me once agai n t he feeling of urgency surrounding the 

Jewi sh ac ti vi ties i n Z.iarsei1-les , and I do not believe I 

will ever forget t he expressions I saw on some of t he faces 

t hat day. 

I am not sure t hat Geneva was a nec3ssary stop on t he 

miss i on. As f ar as the briefings were concerned I certainly 

prefe r 1·ed the morning br1ef1ng with J .n.c. to the afternoon 

one with H.I.A.s . For one thing t he morning br1ef1ng was 

1n a l a r ge pleasant room and the afternoon one 1n a small 

bot room. 1'1or e i mportantly , the morning briefing was more 

to t he point and I did not get the feeling as I did at the 
} 

H.I.A. s . briefing that socething was being hela back. I 

would suggest that for the briefings in general we would 

be better equ1pp~d to discuss the problems of t he various 

organizations i f we were g i ven a fact sheet the ni ght before 

giving the essential fraoework of the organization so t hat 



we could prepare questions i n advance . As f a r as the other 

aspects of our stay in GenevaJthe only t hi ng that comes to 

mind i s Cite Uni versita ire , and I can only say t hat fortunately 

that was t he exception and not the rule i n a ccommodations . 

Germany was an essenti al part of the trip i n my opi nion. 

Our brie fing with Rabbi Friedman i n Munich wa"ione of the best , 

and I f e l t t hat this part of the t r ip was well planned from 

t he point of view of balancing activ1'.;1es of Jewish interest 

and general i nterest. I t hi nk be i ng i n Germany was necessary 

to feel closer to this tragic e ra of Jeuish history , and I 

would not change any part of our itinerary in Germany. 

Gene rally I f ov.nd Austria to be \·1ell worthwhile . Our 

visit s t o t he concentrat ion camps both in Gerrr.any and i n 

Austria wera essential , and I would only add t hat rathe r 

t han tour these camps as a group , it would be better 1f 

we each went our own way and met at a predestined time . 

For me Eisens t adt was one of t he high points of t he trip, 

and 1.t connected J e\·11sh history wi th modern ti.mes . It was 

a moving experience and one I am sure I will never forget. 

I believe Athens could be elimi nat ed without any loss 

to the value of the study miss ion. 

With a month i n Israel I suppose I could itemize a 

t housand different i mpressions . I would say t hat we saw 

a s much of I srael in our stay there as was physically possible . 

I srael is a ver y vibrant country and I enjoyed hearing its 

problems firs t hand. One thing t hat I would change t hough 

i s t he amount of t ime that we spent on t he kibbutz . I feel 

t hat afte r t raveling over Europe for four weeks I would 

have been most r eceptive to stay1ng on a kibbutz for 



at l east t en days. After Europe I was not physica lly t1red 

but emotionally I was not i n the mood to continue t o see 

sights day after day. I believe t hat staying on a kibbutz 

for a longer period of t ime woul d have not only been a grea~ 

change of pace , but it would have .been a bette r opportunity 

to mee t t he people. Somehow I do not think we had as many 

good chances to meet t he I sraelis as we did the Europeans . 

The first night in Jerusal em when we ate dinner with a f amily 

was a very warm e.nd wonderful experi ence . As many of t hese 

contacts with the people in I srael as coul d be a r ranged 

would only a dd to a future miss i on. Aside from these changes 

t he 1t1nerary i n I srael was excellent. 

The l ast day and a half i n Pa ris was a f un conclusion 

to the trip and should stay 1n the itinerary. 

In concl u sior;, I found the mi ssi on to be a very fine 

significant experience and I t hank t he U.J.A. f or making 

the trip possi bl e and Rabbi Chinitz for putting up with 

us for two mont hs l 

r I 

$ b ,/,/(~ 
Charles Adashek 
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Defore the school year of 19G7 begi ns , I begin pondering the iw-

porta.nce of l ettiug m:r Jewish contemporaries comprehend the importance 

of a life- g i ving organization , such as , the United Jewish Appeal. 

I s hamely admit tilat Le$ore the surruncr of 1967 my awarness and 

my concern of s uch problems , probed by tLe U, J, A. was nearly negligibl e 

After eight weeks of being exposed to Jewish Lont emporpry problecs I 

find myself eogerl .r devoted to tell a story . A story thnt I hope will 

s hock a Jewish society willingly t rapped in a stntc of carginity into 

a society of c oncenn and action . 

I r enlize that t h is hope uight be a trifl e i fenl ist ic , but too a 

Jewi sh stote in the 19th century ' 'as considered i deal ism; and today we 

vi ew t h e r eal istic f r uits and hardships of a land called Israel . 

The ' devel op:::ient of this r • alistic state of Isrnel is a chapter 

in . t he story of Jewish history, in which now after ei~ht weeks of obser-

vation, I find myself mos t concerned with. 

I suppos e the beginning of t h i s chapter dates back to tl.ie des-

truction of the second templ e, which result ed in a 2,000 year exi le. 

An exile from Cannan; an eiile too, which re sulted in a unifying 

force for Jews over a per iod of 2,000 years. The tenacious desir e 

t o retur n to the promised l and fa r exceeded the persecutions , pog-

roms , and overt anti - semitism. This f act above all icpressed me the 

most in the eight weeks spent t his SUClmer . It l eads me into uy evalua-

ti on . 

UAJlSEILl,E 

Action to re turn to the promised l and bas 'ieen helped a l ong by 

a sympathet ic French government. Kfter 1955 , many Korth ~frican Jews 
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wisely retained their French citizenship wh ich wi th a little oore 

ense enabl ed them t o escape the Arab ant i - semitic r eg i mes . The hope 

to escape persecution in North Africa wa s did ccted toward I s rael . 1 055 

in North Africa wns a ti me in which the 2 ,000 year old drenm became 

most cruc i a l. 

The French Governraent not onl y sympathetic to the Zioni s t caus e 

but also promoting the \/elfure of French citizens in North Africa 

all o~ed an operation of Al iyah Det exist in Fr anc e with head~nart ers 

in t:nr s e i 11 c . 

This histor y I believe was quite beneficial and should be in-

corpo~Jl'H·ated into the next year's i tinerar y . 
~.,/'; 

Another bencfj cial s-o~p in h!ar seille was tl1 e OUT school, which 

allowed us an nnderst e n<ling of not onl y i ts oper ation , but a l s o l et 

us become aware of how c ruc i a l t h e oper a t ion is for the fut ure wel -

fare of t~ e students and the State of Israel . 

Tl>.·o stops in Mare eille , I bel ieve were the ;nos t ic:tportant: 

1. The Jewish a g ency meeting whi ch gav e ns a l ot of history and 

c onte~porary f acts . It also i mpr essed me w~ i th t he wo r k of the U. J . A. 

The Jewish Agency, and t he J . D.C. I unti l t hat time did not r ealize 

the i mportonce of th e work , tbe live s these organizations save , or 

the qoality of the men these organi znti uns employ . Ur Garcey i s one 

ma n tbat defioitly s houl d b e asked again to s peak next summer . 

2 . Uonnt Olivette was I t h ink a v e1·y i mportant pl ace t o station 

ourselves . Tru e , t he f ood ~nd"accomo~ations l e ft much t o be desired 

but th~ p~pcrt unity to live with the North Af rican r efugees was t oo 
/ 

much to give up . 
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Then ofcourse nt tue port in irar r; e il le we were very lucky and I 

hope the 1968 U. J.A . mission will be as fortunate. 

GENlWA 

Geneva , I believe i s a neccessa.ry stop. The briefings at J.D . C. 

and J evish Agency install ations were not only i mpressive and infnrmative 

but ncccessary f or a bas ic understanding of l ogistical operat ions of 

the or~aoi~atious . 

The corrpl a ints I have of Geneva l ie in tlle renlm of our nccomoda­

ti ons at M te Univ crsi ta~ , vhich is obvoi us. .\lso the attitude of the 

United ll i as was i nsulti ng and disa~led ruuc h in formation to be learned . 

I think a t nct!ul hint to Ti ias as to our sta tus would be in order . 

If the hint is not heeded I suggest we ~insul t tl1em by dropping them 

fro m the itinerary . 

I suggest too, t hat Geneva be th e f irst ~ if it is finanac,ally 

possiule. 

i!UNICII 

Ger n1any i s a t end er place to visit . I have a l rea dy found that 

out by people w~o cannot understand our going to Geroaoy . 

However, here I found th e full i mpact of the Zionist dre am ; out 

of desperation from '!orl d \t'ar 2 it beca ;;ie neccessnF}" to establish a 

J ew is h home . 

One cannot understa nd wont ha ;.pene<! i n this dll rk epic of hi>story . . 

until be visits Geroany . 

I t hought this p<' rt of the tr i p ena bl ed the most conteru pl ation . 

1 for ins t o.oce kept 1.- ondering bow a t f'chnol ogically , in tell ec-

t ually, and a rtisticall y adva nced pe ople could n t the s ame ti rue prnc-
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ticc :inhu111ane cnuelty, such ns , the world ha s never se en, nor com-

prehended . 

Germany is the spot; in wbich
1
that dark past bit me like a hammer 

bJow deep dovn inside . Everythi ng in Germany attributed to this effect 

because : 

1 . I am a Jew with a sligh t aw~rness of what hpppened betw een 1938 

and 1 945 . 

2 . becnuse of our trip to Dachau vllich l e f t me speechless , cold a 

and in tenrs . 

3. and because of the excellent history givenfs by Rabbi Fri ed­

man . This history not only nas fillrd with facts , but presented in a 

manner thRt '"'°'s filled with c raot :i on , capaule of drawing a r esponse 

from us. J.c 

Acco01odations in ~!unich canuot be compl a ined about . 

BE!U, I N 

Berlin kept the mood of ~unich a l ive but a l so brought us up to 

date on contemporary politica l science . 

Accoruodations in Berlin could not hPv e been better. 

VIENN.\. 

I f elt Vie nna was an i mp ortant stop for the same reas on ~ar-

sei l le was- a l iason stop before going to Israel . 

Three p ~ints of int erest in Vienna were most menniogfull for me : 

1. Eisenstadt 

2. A'.au thaus en 

3 . Re fu g e e carap 
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Eisenstadt was an ex~erience l never wi ll forget . It was the 

most moving si tunti on 1 ha,re ever been placed in . 

Mayl-ie it was Moritz Gabriel that mo,red rue so, maybe i t was the 

ccmetnry we visited there , filaybe tbe thought of it once being a Ghet to 

I have read about ; or maybe it was a ll of th ese combined . All I know 

i s that I wanted tbe opportunity t.o r eturn . I sha ll some day , but I 

think next year tile participants should h~ve the option of doomg so, 

whil e in Vienna. 

Mnutlinu.sel) is anotller i:.·lnce that should be visited next year . It 

li ke Dnchnu drew an attitude of conte::ipl ation from us . 

Accomodations ~ere very good in Vienuu1 . 

ATHI"NS 

Athens is a nice stop i n which l think should be made . It 

h owever , should be made as a r esting spot before I srael. Free time i n 

Athens i s more bencfic~ Jl. than visiting auy installations . 

The Uotel Omiros was a wonderfu l p&ace and I hope the mi ssion 

c an a gain obtnin it in 1 989 . 

\ibile in Vienna I \;ns r eady to ~o to Israel. The buildup of tte 

mis sion had caused me to think that I too possessed t e e Zionist dream. 

I fel t 1 wa nted to l enve a l arge Jewish c cmetary call ed !';urope , and 

v enture into a br i ght
1

new , and hopeful land call ed I~rael. 

The c boic e of Tlaifa ns t he fir s t sto p to c onti.nuc on with the 

story of 1\.liyah De t was indeed n Hise decision . The "Af - al - pi- c hen " 
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s bip seemed to tie many things to1;eth er ; many things tte bad her.rd 

about and now c ould s e c . 

What I t hought interesting in Ilaifa , that s houl d be repc~ t cd 

was the visit to Technion City. There also should bnv e been more 

time at Technion City to browse on our own. 

Ha ifa Un ivers ity gave us insight early in our tri p into an expand-

ing .nnd progressive country . The ncco.:1odati ons in }fn i fa were t re-

c1endous . 

Safad was an interes ti n~ stay in which the tour o! the :bld 

synogogues ue1 e most beneficial . 

Accoruo<latioos i n Sn.fad were pretty good . 

KF.·~ BLu1J 

I a01 grateful to have lrnd nt l cnst a few d;tys on a kibbutz. 

The guest house ~ as very nice and welcome after each days work , but 

I j ust wonder whether it hurt the tru e picture we should have gottoo 

from the kibbutz . J think staying in t he vol unteers cabins would 

hav e helped . The kibbutz experience \1E\.S invalual.J el' ... nod should defini t-

l y ~ot ~ e l eft off tbe itinerary in 1068 . 

The oost exciting po.rt of t he Gal)'il lee to a e \tas going up t h e 
I 

Golan ITe i gbts. We were quite f or tunat e nod I hppe for t he s ecur ity 

and wel fa re of Israel , t h e 1 968 missi on will be for tunate enough to see 

the Gol a n 3ei ghts.A~so . 

I must adLli t I am not a d<' s e rt travel er, but what v:c saw in tlie 

Negav wns such n 1vorthwh.ile and exciting experienc e that t ll e flie s , sun 
/ 

h eat a. ntl sand s orneti ::nes becn u1c UUIJotica!> l e . 
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Ilow wonder Iul it wa s to hea r the story of 1!assada and t han be 

a bl e to cli hb t be mountain . now fascination it was to rrnl k thDough 

the for t/ess of the I?. omans {and t he JcYrs) 2 , 0 00 years old. The h i story 

to be l c2. rncd in the NcGaV is in suci.l abundance that this wonderful 

opportu.ni ty l ast s ucmer makes t:ie want to 1 earn more . llassada , King 

Solomons Min es , the Gulf of Eilat , the Jordan frontier- how often do 

we get to s ee and wal k in such pl aces- ~!hat a su.!lluer! 

Defore 1 l eave the Kegnv I just had to mct ion t wo t~ings that I 

wi ll a l ways reme~b er . 

1. The br ie fing by the mayor of Rilnt . This gentl eman was both 

inter esti ng aDd fa s cinati ng . I f he needs a ny cam~n ign hel p , I'll be 

h ap1>y to oblige . The u:i ission next ye ar must hear him a lso. 

2. · Ei n Geddi ; this place I will al ways reocober f or aethesthetic 

pl easur~ . It mus t have bee!l the ~ardfn of Ed(n . 

TEJ, AVl V 

Tel Aviv i s interesting and I t~ ink i t is i mportant that we 

have the few day s ther e free . The accocodat i ons in Tel Aviv this 

sumr.ier !iowever must be rec t ified . 

The }.!a l ben and Weitzman Iast i tute installat i ons must agai n be 

vi sited . 

JfltUSAJJ E~! 

Jerusal em was t he highli~ht of the I sraeli stay . (especially 

with t he ol d city) 

The great est pe rsonal va lue of t~e t ri p was t he shabb ot di nner 

a t peop l e ' s horacs . I t 1r..t s n wonderful wny t o see how Isrneli s l h•e 
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i mpression on me And it infl~en~ed my feelings ow~r~s tbe 

J ewiEh people . I should ~ention somet~ing q~out rry back-

gr ound . I cone f rom ~n orthojox r~rni ly qna I ~As g i ven a rc~ J 

0d" reliP-ious tr~i nin-::'" . In t" e li:tst fe'-1 years I · . .;~s quite 

cipethetic to .·,, r ds Judaism but my feelingr Pnd pride of beine; a.. 

JeH~ h?s b en cl"~n;-ed by w-:1-iC?t I sc. :·~ i n Europe !lrd IsrPel 

t his psst su-~er . I C"me to R conc l usion of t~e ~ecessity to 

lde~tify as a ~ew 

qw=1.li ties . r•:y ::-ene·· ·~n stren:-tl-i ln J ud::ji ~m r esu l ts from viev:-
~ ' .· 

i ng the suffer~::.: , t11~ p-zin , an~~>-Litcr-ination o f Je···s in th~ 

past ~nct i n t~e prese~t . 

Th~ Je~ist spirit t~at _ sax '.)ttr~rted my •ttention . The 

~ ~ or gr.ini 7 ?..tions suci-- '='S t re Jo i nt , Eias , or CRT wer e e -

stablisbed to solve t~e nrobl e~s of the Je~s . ~cc ! al welfar e 

insti t ut i ons ~ we ::-e :'ouncied :.h~t re l ped Je~ · s 'let out of 

troubl~d qreQs , ~=settle the peo9le P~d retrqin tre~ i~frcer 

t hat they ~i~ht stQrt a new li ~ e . All thP soci Al welfRre pro ­
~rt 

g r arr.s ,...f}?:: - 2. 0~ ~11 -=i::!'~d .,: tre i:-:di ·1idu1:. lei.u:.l to 1-\:eep the 
+~ e. 

f amily U!".i'- tO£et"'er ?.rod ~1-:~·~~ these p0 opl e pr ide a~ ir.::n-.-1 -
~ J. ~ ~ ,...... c ~.. • \ ~ ; 

duals . Tb.e J e~·iS I ::et ~ . .;: so cl.~.~e :.C. ~ ~ 1 f ~ Jn'le tieE 

and bc:n~s to the Je:··s- :if otrier n~t.:.on~lities . ?he J-e7::.::: -:...!: 
+ i t. .. J 

C1r!.e~~t ~ :. ~ =:ur~::e~~tt""-::-:lot ~ ..... -1 
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si~nJ ri~ar.t problems fR~ing th~t country . For e~anplc , I 

t;al ked to the pocple I cqI:'!e in con':gct »1i t~ about the co!1flict 

bctw•}en tre Europc8.n Jew a.no t re Orient-=il Jew .~ rt\ost l-;t ever - -

~ -me feels t~1e problrm is only an educ;'ltion~l g99 that ··;~ 11 

disappeRT _in 1 ~enerqtiqn . T~e probla~ ~f ~ater s~crtQge ~es 

r esources to rlev lop~ ~qt!cn: n1rtline going f rom the 

de~:elopme"l.._ 1 s o!:ly :·:~.,en !'!ew ~;<>te.,.. 3our ces 'l~e d i sco-rered . 

only wYien ne .-r ·;·1 te r Sr)urce ~ Bre ~ound cqn economic growth 

t ake pl~ce i n t'"'l~ South . 

Because of the Six Day :·l -:i.r , I got " f a 1 r ly good b?ck-

ground i nt o t~e internal ~ n~ exter nq l conf lict between t~e I -

sraeli s and t~e \re~s . The sroup ~ad B discussion Kith a ~i l -

i tt::1 r y o f :'ice:- :·:l-:o g~ve -::i. goo-4 un~ ::. r s t~!'l. i "lg of -:re scops o:' 

t ris pro;..·1e~ ... !'"!~ ';re c<>us-=s o :' t?-e p::;s-: conflicts . This dis-

cussion ·llo ·~~ ne to see t re pr~sent policies ~nd go~ls of 

t he ! srqal~ ~overn~e~t in determl~ing a solution ~o the Ara~-

I s r aeli ~onflicts . 

I n Isr ael , I coulrl see t~e gre~ t deter~inAtion , dr ive , 
~ ...... "L. 

-:ind spirit .... ~ .. ~' . ·.: neopl e"" ln order ~or trern to sP.ttle tr.e l~na . 

• • ....;> .+'<-\ 

This spiri:. ·.;-s iYi the k :.but":m '1!'1.: ·.::: ; t~·e peoole l!". t~e nort"1-
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ern settle:llents ::iloog the: Go1-=t.n ~eights"' continued to live un-

der the cont i nuous d~ily bo~'cal·dment froo the Syri~ns . Also , 

I t·:Bs impress~n by tr.e _puo:'lc living in t he .re,sev kibutzm un-

rler the difficult climgtic conditions . ~he neop~e on the Na-
!'n'._ ~'- -\o 

cha l post s s;...m;ei ,. ho~: ffiY conte-:!porarias,.. live and i·:h!'!t they ?.re 

requi red to doto defend th eir country . 

The atz; osurere ir t}ie develop-: ent to·qs shewed :t.1:3 -:he pi -
~"\:.G..-'""'r'(' 

ons~r spirit~ ~o ~eclP.lm th? ~esert ~reas q~ct crltic8 1 points 

in the count"l .. Y. 
cc ...... ~\ 

As a.11 ecc~o:iics m jor , I QAU. eee t he value 

of devel opin: s- ~ 11 ~u~~l qrs~s sc~~tere~ throug~ out t~ e coun-

try . The co· . .1!"'try 1 s r1~king ~ b~lfl.nce ":Jet ween conccnt r~ ted 

cities And diverse rur~- com~unitics . The f riendliness of 

t~ e people W?S de~onstrated ~~er I hitc~h i~ed into t~e coun -
l"'rlZ. 

try and everyone stop~'~to offer,. tr!lnspo~tat l on . 

I like to ~~k~ P co~c~nt on the close cont~ct the group 

hAd ~i t~ tte v~oplc of YArs eilles nnd 3erlin . I got to see 

ho •11 t'-ese people live -::-!'ld ~·;};"' t t"ey t h ir.k . I went .. 1iti1. rv:ark 

~qn 1 8~oun~ so~e of the DI S stu~ents th~t ~e bad for dinner 

to the studen~ quarter of t~e city And o~hP r plAces in Be~li~-

to enli ve~ my feelings tow.,,rds t he city . 

I thi nk t!': s t tre Euro pe"n countrtes tha : ··re visited :··ere 
'---<£.."c.'-""-"...... '..... -;.~' "'<=.l 
9~"pr~ -=.l:..P. !;..e s:-.c~ us the Je:.ri s h i::urope!Oi.n life of t he p~s t 

"'nd of t he prese:lt . I t r.i "1..1< ilY experle!'lce tb.is sur::-er 1·i~s 

enlivened ~y t~ e ~rou p ' s stqy in a r efu:ee center . This st~y 
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g~ve me P close ~ nd enjoy~ble cont~ct with t he center ' s mem-

b ers . The st '='y in Geneva ~ll o:;ed R visit to t}-e !Tlti.in head-

qu-=trte r s of t he Joint uhich gnve rne .A n i rn9ression ~ :..r..: '... . ~,-

F~~~~o:=t of t ne i mportPnce of t~e scope ~nd compl i cRtions of 

the org~ni%ation ' s oµerqtions . 

Jew before 1·.'o~·ld 1·f::ir II . T11e trip to D~· c!1!0! U '"'rld r'a.utbau.sen 

showe d me the borror , Join , qrd su~feri~g thRt be f ell a l l t he 

victims of t~e raz~ s . ~he st~y ic Berl i n ~as i~po~t8nt be-

ceuse I f eel ther e is a parallel situation bet~een 5erl1n a nd 

Israe l , for both plAce~ ?re Eurround ed by enemies . 

So-i:i.e of t i-- e FOO( ... n:JL t:::: of tr.e trip . 

1 . The discussio~s a nd evelu~tions of the progr'3..ffi a s t r.e 

e . g r oup com~leted R visit to a city . Thi s ~llo~~the itiner~ ry 

t o appeal t o tre tsstes o f t~e sroup . 

2 . T!~e trip ~·T·:>S -.-;e ll pl::!nned ~r.1'1 coorr?ir:-:i tec-.~~~t"" e group 

h a d someo~e to ~~et us i r tke diffe rent cities ~~en ~e a r rived . 

J . Tre g r oup p-c.n~r!i lly h=id gaod ;-e!·son -=i l co:~t.-.ct ... i tb the 

-- -:k,.o ..,_\O. peopl e _ - :: 1 t '-: 2. ;- D')in t :"!1e-.. L be e:nor·?s i zed t o 3et ~tu.::~nts to 

t ~ke t te stuay ~i s3ion . 

4 . Tte ~eo~le ~e met with ~or rliscussion s ~~re very interest -

i ng a~~ g~ve me ~ ve ry ~cod insight into t ~e situqt i ons and 

oper~·tic·::-is o f t r.e ir f ields 'of ~c:ivi ty . 
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Some noints of critic~s~ of t~e trjp . 

1 . There ~as not enou~h cont~ot with the people on t~e ki -

butz~ . ~~e oro[r~~ c~n be im~roved by the ~em~ers of tte 

group livinz or beinE edoptPd by s fRmily while on the kibutz . 

2 . There H-:>s no bre9k in the trip bet;.;ee!'l t'be Galillee Find 

the Negav . ft stop over in Tel ~viv rould hQve been sppropri ­
~ 

ete for free d~ys, give t~e members rest and rel~xEtion . · 
~<.h 

r::ore i r."'o:rm;:it io!'l l:e fore the trip about log1 sti cs:,9 s ti.-.e 

cei ved in . ·e~·~ Yorir on J une 22 , s~ould ~!;Ve 1"-':'en to tre me::n-

bers ' hor:.es . 

4 . I f pos ~ 1tle , move the trip ~ow~rds t~P beginning of the 

su~~er to give t~e r~~~ers ~ c~-nce to get e job r~en ret~rn-

i ng home . 



I£'_troductioa 

I haye had the plea.sure this SLt!lmer of travelling to p.'.3.rts 
~ 

of Europe and to all of Israe7'in the ever end:!.ng search for 

knm:J edge abo~1t T:Y peopl e -- T:1e J::·::.sh Peopl e . ::c i ther be!'cr-e 

t he mission nor nm: do I f eel ti--n.t I a11 well versocjia t''!e 

subject of Judai.s-: , but I fe e l that : have beco11e a:·~a.re of and 

have realized the i !!.porte.nce oL' the .Je:·:islt s ·1rv.i val throush t::e 

c enturies of i!O.n . T ne·.:e:.:- co!ls id ~rec this subj ec .... 1J.3 f' era t his 

e~ pcd i ":ion . 

I hope ·;e-::~r C"ie:' l y i ri 

ti~ue O!l a f er h1.:;1ilight~ t"le.t 11te!'ss t :!!e . I do not wish to 

repeat i·;hat ma 1y of the eva l11a~icn s ?Ssions c onta!n or Hhat I 

t hink other s will wri te . My ::::- epor~ is not very com.preh~csive 

because I do·1 ' t tltint.: &. r~al cr:tiq_ ;.e ca:~ be ·-rrltten s o soon 

after the e :{parie:-ice . :i~.us , ::- I °!1s.' ·e t:1e t~;:ie in the future 

I 1·1111 '::r1 te ir.Y ma·l"Joirs and s 3nd :,ro ~ a. copy . 
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tviuch has b8el' s a.i=3 abou t before arriving to Ne--;·r Yorl( a'1a 

the bre i firJg . This , I fe el , is a very i mportant stage if thi s 

two months is going to be a study ~ission . I f eel the student 

when he arr i ve3 i n r~ e,·1 York shoula be well i nfor'11ed Otl ~Air.at he 

is goi ng to e .x pact on his two months a.broad . I wan.t to c o:;ipl~:ient 

y ou on the 1:-rell chosen li tera.t:xre g i vcn out before - hand , a.nd I 

t h i nk t h is shoJ.ld continue . I also think at t!le breifing is a 

good tir:le to to;1.Y and und ersta.·1d t he U . . J .A . operat ior. s in :-.; . Y . 

I ·wou l d l ike to CO"!' pl t ::ent yo1; Orl a well chose~ gr or.'p fr om 

all fR-rts of ti· . .:: t:. .s. t i o~ . I f e-el t he,t this is very i r!!portan t for 

the ob jectives o"!' the U. J . A . a nd i s i "!lpressive to those that meet 

Itinerary i n Eur ope 

e. I cons :'...der the it !11erary i '1 E!.rrope and the seque:1ce i::e 

f ollo~,red e.xcele:1 ":. . The 1 tiner:;.ry ::::td e a!! ord i a.ary ::::uropea.::i tour 

a Uc..ited J'e:·rl s'.1 -~!'Pe~l U(liirers ity Stud~r 'Essio'i . I don ' t ne::;d 

to evali.le'd~ e the lca(~ ers o:' the .7. 1J . C . t hat ·tie were so fort una te to 

encoimte~ beca·1se t hey did a j o.o a ')o•re a:'ld beyo(.d the call of 

duty . 'Ihay r eally ~<!oc~ced the::!se l ves 01.Jt to pl ease t<s . I t h i nk 

the ..... 
1,,1-:ie '·~as -,,ell aiotcd a~a a possi ':)le day hera or t~:ere ;, ; 0 11 l d. 

!'lot ua~e tt1at -~nch difference . I :·rn u. l d li '.<e to s horten :.:arsailles 

for !lore i n '~ice . 

T'r'.·"' 'I" -"' ··T ~·~e L ~ - -- ,-.."" • ,.., ,...J- - ~ 1i-,.,.-.-- ~-d t'1- ..... --- c;. •· "- 1. 1 _ .!-..:;:W ... d .. _ - J U '/t ... . _._-:: . l_, - .:> -'-- - • t;_ t;;: 



The l ee tures ··re efie0u.nter 2cl ~·:ere trescndo•.lS a!ld. I ::ish the. t 
. u. -~<- /. ,.~._ 

all Jet. s of the ,.;orld cov.l j J:>f i-.o.d t:-;e orportuni ty to c--.:' lear•1ed 

so 1).UCt1 a"ld eJiperi er1ce i·rhat ':J~ •:.t!re so fort u!"tn l;e to obtain . 

eval1.i.a.tio 1 sessions prQ7ed . But the city is a v-ery i rapo1·ta'1.t 

i n tr on 11c ti on to ·~:ir::."OJ.e and gi vas 0!'1'3 a feeli'1,S of the Cld ~; orld . 

pa.rt of the ~;r1 p yo-.:. 

us . The trip!; to Eise·s~~t . '~a.ut't~:.tse:l, ~Iunga.rla11 border, 

I thi~k a grea '; di:'.: e2 e::ce be t;,:.~efl our missio!l and. a ree:•i. lar 

tour to ELU'Ol"IC is t hat ~·ie i?let t~e: peool e at1d espec i a lly s :;1lde!'1 ts 
ttU..-"-'-

f 0~:1.u:.;te ";o ;;;rE had their flcqua.i!lta"ce 

and receive their vieHS 011 OL1.r rosny fields o:' interest . 

J.f ter I 

became ver~' 11f1ha ~PY i.mt i 1 the ne\·:.s of' the ad •.l 1t1 on o~ 3:ri tzerl::v1d 

£nd Greec e . T::o ~o '".t~· ies : tr.in:.: v~ry i-:portant :·;it!: a ·risit to 

to 



rTissio1 . Also I a:i very glad ;·;e we 11t to Geneva after seeing t'-'le 

operatio:1s and the reo.11 ty of tne mitrnion of 11 su1·vi val o:' Je1rn 11 

in opera.tio.~ at :~arseille~ 

T ca""O ... a..,.,..ee 'ri~}I .......... "':1y o.r-J. "". y fello;.: stua.e ..... +:s a_1d c~ ll - .i.i.<J v :.;,.i. ... '-'· . ...... ''"' v . 

Greec~ a res-: 3';0_: Otl the :-Ja,: -:o I s ::.--ael . I enjoyed /~ ther;.s ._-ery 

I 

1 a . t:' .:lo a.""a.· ost Oro 1-'·c "' l. -1 .. t· I onl y .. ,._; s11,.._a ~·ie ;;;Qllld muc.1 u:c i ng .. ~1e: •.J._..,y •, iD· J. '"'~- u L , .... . . 
/ f 'l· ~·~ 

-1. /.th" had. m.o:cc tl:ne for ar'l i sJa 'ld cru 1~;e . Bes:.des Ather1S hol d i ng 

the histor:r of - ode.,...n 1,a:i. It has s tre11e.cdo:.ts a:-no1.1.it of .Je:: is!1 

History -r:rnll ::or ::h lea?:1.:..'.1,s abort . ..ini::iufl stay s:1onld be three 

I -.;·rol·_ld also ';.ope tr.at f·1.t;J.:r-.; -: i ss i o"!s incl · .... je :·iorrocco 

and Po l and i f poi:;s i b l e . Two couatries Hher e .Jews suffer and hav e 

s uffered . Tr:e -.fysticisi!l of .. orocco a11d the .=:ea si1ado:.,r of Fola~d 

( i ncluO. i nz AuGJ:~·1i tz) :·rotld greatly add to t=-:.e Ind1vidna.l 1 s 

knmJledge . I 1·TOUld tlOt l :. !-:e to hear Of old .Jerusal e::l as a S•J.bs!;i t -

e . u t e f o:c '.·1orocc o bees.use i t woi..t l d be a poor one . Poland is ofcou.rse 

i mportant for the '!azi h olocaust evd the pre seat ~ussian strong-

hold . A study :n1ssio•1 >Just see these pl aces . 

Ger-na!ly 

I t hi nk Germany l s a very lmporta~t and ex tre~ely i nterest i ng 

country f or young JeilS to see . This srea-: nation co(ltairis a 

tremend o~s accoJ.n t of -nod e ::-"1 Jexis\1 ~1story nowever tra,s:.c it 

1£ay be . :-!unich has the ;narx o~ be1n5 tte s tar-: c: the :iolc~s ·~st . 
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Dacheu. contai:Jed the reality of the holocaust . Berl i,1 is today ' s 

re:ali ty of a ~·~orld communist oppress er on the free Ko::-ld . 

I thi!1k it is important 1!1 visiting the concentration 

camps . One is aot enou.:::;h . I t:-iink the more :·re see Kakes '.l.S up 

to face the fact of Jewi sh s1..i.rvi val i fl the worl d we live i n . 

We mu.st not f orget ~·ihat happened to our peopl e i n· this tragic 

perj od . I am g l ad ~·1e ~·:ent to ~:a'..l';:i-iausen which i·ras total y di f ­

f ercn t in its 01·;n -..·iay from Dachau . 

Iffimigrant Studies 

S i nce our study rr. ission Jias the purpose of doing research on 

i mmigration of .-e:;s from .isu..ally oppressed l ands to Israel, I 

feel :.:arseill e is a11 eJ>cel 1 ent o ppe!1i 11g c':-!apter . ' 1arseille give s 

us a~ i a. t;roductio:1 tC) the old :·:orld and s'10·,.·s 1.is the reali ':-y of ti:.e 

refugse by sec:."'5 :1:.:: &.t :o~toliv.et ~.od de~a::-ti-g :"!is ship e.t the 

dock . The l ectures we had ~ere tre~e~dous i n a ll o~ Ellrope . 

Viei'!1"'.a had a t?-!rilliag c hapter of ]uss1an Refugees c:i thei!' ·,;;ay to 

Israel . I was disappointed we co•J.l d not tal k t o the:n at the ir 

7·ios"1a11 i n Is::-a.el . I am gl~d :·:e sa• .. 1 1m-r:igra:1t hous:.'lg i n !srael . 

One t!1i~.:; th9.t I fel t 1:!port9.!1'; ~1"3 'Dissed O'l our misslor: , 

that I did not oot ic~ till after t!1e trip , was not seei:1g re~u5 ees 

arrivi~3 i~ Israel an~ ~ein3 ~re~ted by t~e Is~aelles . ! ~hi~k for 

f ut-.lr.; !niGslons 1 t i s -.rery 1-;iporta!'!t for st'1ce:.. ts to vie:·: ti-.e 

o psr a.';irn1 and pro~eed ir~ of t::.is tre::ie~11lous e·rent, 'l:leoause ~hese 



Itinerary in I~r~~l 

I don ' t call mJself an e)!per'; o:; to01!'i·1s a11d w-.,at to s'3e, 

bu.t I -9.m po3s2.tive ti at Oll:.r itl r1::ra:ry i•1 Isre.e l was the rrost 

:i~ so:·i a!'ld lear··:e ~ a 3::-.~en. t d.eal about t h e co<..tc: ~ry. 

prcbably ::io!'e t!~s.n a~y oti:~e::: ;roup ":h•1. t '-:e.s ':ad t'.-:e opport L!i ty to 

memorable e~~ari~1Cs3 . 

TT . J . ."' .. . s.t:.::./ ..:_ssic"l l~as ~l1e pleas ;~~~ 

to meet . 

A v .er :i dra"'J&tic pa::-t of our j ourney ·,;as the end -- the l ast 

I ~hou3:t it le~t alo~ to be des~red . The sub-

j e c t s~emed -to be ?lo.,; ne , oolJ e::;e stud.en"';s . ~'.3.:_ bes I; help t:~: c;cal s 

of the U . . J . A . now and as be·~omifl3 l eaders ofco"!!11t: .,1 tiesJin t~e 

f utuz-e . Bl.lt t>e dis•:; :.s~.:.on see'T!cd to dra0 . I thi~~ time is ~he 

f ee l a l l t.·ie c;.11 do is ts.l k to ~ur friends l:l.'L·J peo;:Jle of o'..l.r co::. -

t1_-? 1 .. .. _ .. - -_· . . ..... ""' ,, . - . .. , , '- . .,... .._ ... _ = ~ .. - ': . 
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be voi ~e:.i as ~ o ~·: he~r.er girl s are fn.':.11re leaders of .Te: .. •i sl·. 

i n o ~.r :·!orl d . i~po~tance of their going is not l eader-

r. assi s t ~he i r fell~· Lewis~ ~~n i n 

his ~as.: end a.:..i.t. _ -~s . 

pro~le~2 :.s faT ~s ~es~rict : o~s a~d rul es to c~ obeyed . 

I f eel si~ce tbe yo1~g peo~le are o• age to e~joy a~~ 

e . l earr! f:?'orc th~ 1 iss~ ·:·r·L , girl s sho t l d be a llo:rad tp go . It xoul d 

b e more adva0ta.::;e o .1s to try :. t ~ ust 0:1e yesr t~a~ to ei l :·:-a;rs ~io'1d er 

i f i t · .. ;oL~ld be _!=:''Jf'?.T 01· ~·:ort!'! .rh i_e to hat,:-e g i rls o'1 ~ :: . . ; .A. 

I :e~l it is --ery : i!ro-...· t.a::t 



. . .... 

Co11...: l :::o 

I t has n::-d e me r:iore n :are o:' 

I t 

' ~ s !:'.ad e ;: :.. s o · 

Tt hc~s r ec;..lJ y :?.a.d e :::a 

t Le 't.9- tt l e !'ro rts , ar:d Israel . -.. - .... r:::~li ze . ,.,~-.~c :: I 

suff~= ~c for so long . :o~ ~e i t is a be~i. 1: ~3 . 
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When I arrived in New York the day before we departed, I 

lmew little about where we were going , whom we were meeting , or 

even the general purpose of our mission . By the time I had . 

departed for Kennedy International Airport , all of these doubts 

were set straight in my mind . The briefing in the UJA office 

was wel l-handled and to the point . 

Upon our arrival in Marseille , I was impressed with the 

efficiency with which our large group was handled , although 

this became common place in every city we visited . Our first night 

at "Hotel de la Poste 11 let us see the other side of Marseille . 

The one advantage to it was taat it was centrally located which 

Mt . Olivet certainly was not . 

Mt . Olivet wasn ' t the cle ~nest or most convenient of 

places to stay but it offered us a great opportunity! We had the 

chance to live with immigrants and to see first hand how they 

were treated upon arri val from A.frica . However , Mt . Olivet 

wasn ' t used to its fullest advantage . With the immigrants 

r ight in the same quarters , more direct , forced contact should 

have been provided . For example , there was no reason why we 

coul dn ' t have eaten all of our neass with the immigrants instead 

of only one dinner, which, by the way , was a great success . 

The weekend in Narseille was spent lounging aroung on 

various beaches , As I wil l say later, I feel we spent t oo much 

t ime in Marseille. After coming fron the United Staes , we didn ' t 

need two days of swimming ; these two days could easily be cut 

from Narseille and better spent elsewhere . 

In contrast to the weekend, Monday provided me with 

pl~uty of excitement. Visiting ORT schools is a fine idea but 

only if our group i s not l ed on an exte~sive tour which takes 
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away .from the time that we are able to spend talking to the 

students there . A guided tour gives a visit l ike this a very 

superficial meaning both to us and to the students . 

The visit to the children ' s home made me f eel so good 

that the feeling i s still uithin me . Here was a real chance 

t o be with needy kids , to warm our hearts knowing that here was 

a chance for us to bring happiness into their l ives . It ' s an 

opportunity that we rarel y got on the entire trip but we stayed 

only a .few hours , most of which was spent ea ting l ur.c:. .'.'l f ollowed 

by a briefi ng . He should have eaten l unch with the kids and 

been al lowed to stay there most of the day . I can ' t s tress thi s 

enough ; it was a golden opportunity that we passed up . 

Our briefing by the Jewish Agency that afternoon was 

well-handled but completel y overshadowed by what I aaw later. 

Seeing an immigrant come off a boat run.~ing for his life 

i s a a r eall y shocking experience . From this point on
1 
the t r ue 

purpose of our mission became evident t om me . After s eeing this , 

I knew what was expected of me and how badly Jeus around the 

world need not onl y my support but TJVery Jew rs . 

Geneva was not a part of our original schedule; it would 

have been a terrible mistake to have missed out on a visit to 

the JDC headquarters. We were g i ven bri e.fings by the t op men 

i n the oreanization as well as being treated as insiders . i/hen 

one can sit motionless f or three hours , the quality of the 

briefing becomes evident . 

Completely contrary to this was our briefing that same 

night by United Hias . It was a complete waste of time . Alnost 
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all the information that Hias gave us was repetetive .from the 

morning's briefings . In addition, some of the in.formation 

that they termed classi.fied or top secret had been given to 

us by JDC. 

Geneva is a very important stop for a mission of this 

sort . The two extra days that could be cut out from Marseille 

could be well used in this city . 

A few short complaints. Next year, all the organizations 

should get together to make sure thet information doesn ' t 

overlap , or , better still , that one briefing leads i nto another • 

Finally, about our accomadationns . Whenever you put 

nineteen in a room that is meant for about six or seven, 
. ,,.. 

there have to be quite a few problems created . Cite wasn ' t 

very pleasant to stay at to say the least . However, if nothing 

else , I jm sure :that both Rabbi Chinitz and I will agree that 

we got to know each other pretty well in those t wo days . 

Munich is the city that has to be visited on any Jewish 

study mission. It is here that NazL.sm got its start· and i t 

i s hardly necessary to mention how vastly Nazi sm has changed 

t he status of the Jew today . 

I •m sure it was to our u.tmost advantage to have Rabbi 

Friedman meet up with us in Munich . For me , i t was my first 
· In.£ 

contact with him. He i moressed tha t very fibst night at our 
.. l\ 

initial briefing . Since he i s a fine speaker who has first 

hand knowledge concerning the Nazi era , he actually made me 

feel as though I were there w~n it all happened. 

Dachau really hit me with a bane; . You can read all you 

want about concentration camps but; Wlless you see all the 

unbelieveable horro~s in a place like this, you just can ' t 
- ..n -A -- - - - --'-,,- -- - - ---- ' '---·-..! - '- -i....-.. .. ,A 

• 
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(. ... 
be visited to see this horrible place where Jews were slaughted . 

/\ 

Dachau is one of many place) we visited that wil serve as 

an inspiration for me when it comes my time for helping Jews. 

When I walked out of there , I f'elt as though my whole perspective 

was being turned upside down . 

Probably the most relaxing , f'un-filled day in Europe 

was spent at Berchtesgaden, the sight of Hitler ' s crow's nest . 

It wasn ' t the trip up the mountain taat was so exciting. Instead 

i t was the trip into the mountain down to the salt mines . The 

t rip was complotely ad lib and just a barrel of l aughs for 

everyone- a much needed rest . As a matter of fact , when it 

came time to go up the mountain , it was an anti - climax to 

what had come before . 

One regret ! have about Nunich is that our group did.n 1 t 

have enough contact with younger groups . Although we s pent 

an evening with Jewish students , a meeting with a non- Jmrish group 

such as DIS in Berlin would have given us the total picture . 

Berlin is also another city that must be visited. 

Although I felt very uncomfortable during my stay i n both Berlin 

and Munich , it is necessary to sacrifice personal interests 

to absorb the vast educational advantages . 

The briefing in Berlin, again by Rabbi Fr iedman , was 

thorough . Following the briefing, we met with Israeli students . 

Although they were very interseting , this meeting was of no 

particular advantage to us when it came time to evaluate 

t he German- Jewish community . Instead of meeting with Israelis, 
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we should have been given the opportunity to talk with 

young German - Jewish students . Iwas interested to find out just 

why some were staying and why so many want to go to Israel . 

Besides , while we were in Israel, we had ampl e opportunity 

to talk to Israeli students. 

One good thing did come out of this discussion . At the 

time , the I sraelis offered us a diilerent viewpoint on the 

current situation. However , the most cons tructive beneiit was 

one of technique . In short , the roundtablc discussion which 

we used makes it much easier to learn the basic in£ormation. 

Als o , i n a discussion , it is easier for t he observer to discern 

the inner feelings of t h e spea.ker than it is from a number 

of cold answers to certain questions . 

The following night , I ' m sure the meeting with the DIS 

group was made much better than it ever could have been due 

t o this type of discuss ion . They were very uncomfortable at 

first , and it woul d have been much harder for t hem just to 

ans wer questions all night . As it was , the dinner and all that 
• f oi·,J wed was a gr eat success . It 1 s good to know tha t t here is 

a cons cientious effort among the non- Jewesh German youth to 

support Israel . I t hink that this group should be afforded some 

sort of strong link with the UJA . 

Berlin also has to be visited because of its importance 

i n world current events . After reading so much about all the 

trouble at the Berlin Wall , it ' s quite a thing to see a whole 

c ity p !3nned up . 



The bigges t failuDe in Berlin was the visit to the dif-

f erent Jewish organizations . It was rushed , badly planned, 

and a complete waste of time . we had about two hours to see 

about six places; obviously, we c ould do none of them justice. 

One more brief comment . our accow . .adations in Berlin deserve 

some note ; they were by far the best of our entire stay in 

Europe 

Personally, I didn 't feel very comfortable in Germany . 

Tt 1 s a country that has to be visited for many reasons. -~t•s­

What I saw in Germany added tremendously to my comprehension 

of the present Jewish s ituation in the world . 

Vienna was another city which offered me a great deal. 

Hr . Fink is by far one of the most organized men I 1 ve ever 

r un acros3. He handled our .group better than anyone on the 

entire trip . 

Our trip to Matthausen gave me a chance to see a concen-

tration camp that was still in tact. It was not necessary to 

drive three hours to reach the camp and then be led around by 
i ';} ~ , -

~ noses £or forty minutes . This is the type of place where one 

should be a l one . Every location doesn ' t have t o be explaine~ 

since almost everything is self explana tory . we should definitely 

have been alloedd to roam about· on our own. 

Eisenstadt "!as a d6fferent story. Her: was the chance 

t o actually see a Jewish community dying out right before 

my very eyes . To think that we gave Gabriel his first minion 
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in almost twenty five years makes me feel as though I left a 

little part of me behind. In addition, the fact that this 

man has gone on by himself for a ll these years gave me a strong 

f eeling of pride--to carry on the Jewish tradition no matter 

what the odds. 

I do have one strong grmpe . Many of us wanted to go 

back the following to clean Gabriel's c emetery . As in Marseille, 
1, 

( .,..,... - ....:.' 

here was a chance to help someone materially . Since so many 

wanted t o go back, we should have been afforded the opportunity. 

There is very little to s ay about Athens . It was a 

beautiful city that should be included on every itinerary . 

However , it should be visited only as a chance to rest for 

the trip to Israel . It offers a nice ~ change in climate 

and an excellent chance to ·recover from the very tiring tour 

of Europe . 

When I arrived i n Haifa , I was surprised that all the 

dirt huts were no longer around and , for the most part , they 

have been repl aced by beautiful houses and buildings . 

Our meeting with Jose Hamburger was such a great ex-

perience t hat when I tell people that I met with the capt a in 

of the Exodus t hey get very excited , just as I did. Not only 

was t he information great but the whole experience was heightened 

by the fact that it took place on t he boa t , In Spite of Everythins . 
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The day was made complete when we had completed our tour 

of' the harbor . When tbis was coupled with Rabbi Friedman ' s 

briefing t hat night , our trip in I srael was off' to a great start . 

During our stay in Haifa , we visited too many exca­

vations . The trip to Megiddo would have enough by i tself . 

One excellent opportunity we had in Haif'a was our 

inf'ormal discussion with Israeli students from tbe Technion. 

Ai'ter talking t o one s tudent who had fought in t h e war , I knew 

why t he I sraelis were such a proud people . I wish that this 

~ sort mf forced meeting had been provided more often; it really 

doesn ' t t ake long to become wel' acquainted . 

On our way f rom Haifa to safod , we stopped £-'Acre . I didn ' t 

care for the to\·m too much but it did give me a char1ce to s ee 

the British prason there ; it ' s a good thing to rem.in4 ~ mission 

such as ours or the brutality t hat the Pales tinians had to 

face in order to gain their independence. 

As far as Safed is concerned, I think that it could 

be completely cut from our schedule . The hight tour of the c ity 

was terrible , the bri ef'ing could have been good but was rushed 

and badly handled. Our visit to Tiberias was a good r est and 

swim but t his doesn ' t keep s~fed on t he schedule as far as I 1m 

concorned. 

Pe obably the most bungled event in Israel was our trip 

t o Ke f ar Blum. You 1.ve heard the compl a i nts a number of times . 

we had no forced meeting with the Kibbutzniks . We s tayed apart 

from t he Kibbutz proper . We all worked together but very much 

alone , not seeing an Israeli in t he field the entire t ime that 
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we were there . When I got to Ke.far Blum I was curious to know 

just why j;he people could line their lives on a Kibbutz . Well , 

I 1m sorry to say that I le.ft more ' unsure than when I came . 

After picking so many pears I just had to lmow but I never 

found out 

A suggestion f'or next year . The group is too big to go 

to one Kibbutz . The group shpuld be split i nto fonr groups of 

s even each. Each group sould be sent t o a different Kibbutz . 

Upon arrival at the Kibbutz , each individual should be put 

in a different Israeli house . The eight shoul d uork separately 

with t he Kibbutzniks and should only meet by coinoi dence . At least 
f"\, ...{ 

after four days of this sort 6f' l ife , I would have.some sort 
/\ 

of idea as to what keeps the people on t he kibbutz . 

Filially, when the four days have been completed, all 

f our groups could get together for a debriefing to talk 

about the different Kibbutzim. 

The short stop in Upper Nazarellh was terrible . By staying 

e so briefly we insul ted the mayor who was obviousl y prepared 

for an extensive briefjng . He rushed right through onr_ of the 

settlement areas which i s one aspect of the trip with which we 

were supposed to most concerned. The town, unlike Lower Nazareth 

was very in:pressive ; I never had any idea the i mmigrants were 

given such nice apartments or such benefits by the Jewish Agency . 

Finally, the time that we wasted in Lower Nazareth could 

have been better used i n Upper Nazareth. 

Going from Tel Avi~ to Eilat is l ike t ravelling to 

another world . Our discussion with the mayor at t he Bungalows 
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was worthwhile because we took our time to soak in.formation 

out mf' him. Nobody was in a rush; I guess this was because in 

Eilat there i s no where to rush to at night . 

There is only one more event worth mentioning . The 

glass - bottomed boat trip was probably one of the biggest waste 

of times on the trip. 

I t hink that one day and night in Eilat would have been 

ampl e . As it was , we had nothing , or very little to do except 

hang around uselessly . 

The biggest surprise of the trip came at Hitzpe Rimon. 

Rabbi Chinitz expected a to\·:n of 1200 to offer us very little . 

Consequently, he told us to just waste time until dinner . None 

of us could sit around in that heat and do nothing so we walked 

around Mi~zpe . To our surprise , we found the people warm 

and hospitable . They had no idea t hat we were with a group or 

what we were doing i n their to;m. l·iany of us were invited into 

their ho.mes where we stayed for hours . I t was an awfUl good 

day that was topped off by an in.formal dinner- discussion with 

some members of t he army base there . Mitzpe Rimon should def­

initely be included in every mission . 

One bad c orament about Hitzpe Rimon . The '!fl.ayer was not 

honest with us one single bit . He told us that there was very 

little trouble in the to·.m. when a f ew years before the people 

had gone on an all out str ike. If we ere going to be briefed 

t he least we should be able to expect from our speakers is 

honesty. 

By the time we reached Sde Boker , all of us were really 

dragging . We came off the hot bus to a briefing, very hungry 

and even more tired . 1.>/e It'.3..dc a b3.d mistake in not eo.ting ltL'"lCh 
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there . The speaker was a very good one with many interesting 

things to say. As h e.rd as I tried, I couldn't keep my mind from 

wandering . If we ha d eaten lunch and then had a relaxing 

discussion , we could have gotten much r.iore from this kibbutz . 

After one day at Masada , I decided that I had had it with 

the Negev Desert . Unlike the ma jority of the mission, I went 

ahead to Be ' ersheva where I relaxed for two days before the 

remainder of the group arrived. Although I missed climbing the 

mountain, I did prove something to myself ; The mission should 

spend as l ittl e time in the Negev as is necessary . We were 

getting on each other ' s nerves at Hasada , that being one of the 

major r easons for my leaving. One night would have been suf­

ficient at I1asada which woul d have been just long enough to 

climb the mountain. The extra day could have been spent getting 

a much-needed rest in Be ' ersheva. 

Needless to say, The Desert Inn offerea us the bes t 

accomadations of t he entire trip . I enjoyed the hotel i I!lillensely, 

both times that I went t here . 

Tel Aviv has to be visited if for no other reasob than 

1/4 of Israel lives there . I didn ' t en joy it particularly . I 

thought that i t was just another city. We stayed in a real dive 

that made Hasada look only second- worst . 

The trip to !1alben was one of t he better visits in 

Israel. It was progress right before our eyes. The briefing was 

excellent , easily on a par with the professional ones we received 

i n Geneva . 

Jerusalem is in a class by itself . One just can 1 t say he 
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was in Israel unless he visits this city . It has a magic about 

it that I would never be able to express in words . I could 

go on for pages about how wonderful I felt there . 

The dinner with the f a.l'>lilies was a great success . It! 

was a chance to get i ntimate with a family , something that all 

of a s were cravi ng for during our entire trip through Israel . 

Colonel Bar-On ' s briefing was the best of the trip both 

in Europe and Israel . He is one of the best . He was thorough 

but never to tho point where I was bored i n the least . 

Genera lly , it wa s the atmosphere of Jerusa lem, the Old 

City , the University, the people . I t ' s strange ; it doesn ' t reall y 

hit you until you're f ar away . I left for three days to g o to 

Be ' ersheva again . As soon as I arrived at the hotel it hit me . 

The atmosphere was entirely different . 

Now that I ' ve returned home and have become read justed , 

I think I can ana lyze the trip cooly . Before going on this mis ­

sion , Israel was a place where lots of Jess were , something 

I should -L's hOCJ.:td be proud:t' But I never lmew whl,l . Now I ' ve come 

to realize how impor tant Israel is to every singl e Jew in the 

world. If nothing else , I ' ve developed a pride in the fact that 

I ' m Jewish. No longer will I avoid telling people what r eligi on 

I am. 

Finally , a few gener al criticisms . There wa s a lot of 

talk about ha ving girls next year . This would definitely be a 

mis take . :·Je ' ve gone i nto the i>easons extensively before so 

all I ' d like to do is cast my vote as 11 no ~' 

When it c oMes time t o pick next year ' s participants , I 
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think Rabbi Chini.tz should be more careful whom he selects . 

This could probably be done by personalb."' interviewing each ; . 

candi dace . If a person is interested in the cause of the mission, 

he will make a point of attending the interview. If an interview 

is too hard to obtain , then an extensive qestionairre should 

be .filled out . 

About Sbro.llig . He was an excellent guide and probably 

one of the greatesy men r •ve ever met. I f Rabbi Chinitz had 

ever decided to change guides hal.fway , it would have been 

a great disappointment to me and everyone else on the miss i on. 

He could tell us things and show us places in a way that no 

one el se could possibly have done it . I lmow that when I go 

back to Israel , he will be one o.f t he .first peopl e that I will 

go to see . 

Accomodat ions could have been much better . The t r ip 

shpul d cost a little more in order t o s ecure better in a .few 

r eal ly bad places . 

More inf'or rnation should have been given to us before 

arrivi ng in New York . A sugges tion f ob t he amount o.f cash f or 

someone to brimg along- somewhere in the neighborhood of 

f our hundred dollars . 

I t hink Rabbi Chinitz was one or the £inest l eaders we 

could have possibly had . Knowing that you ' ll r ead this Rabbi , 

t hank you for giving me this opportuhity; it was a risk 

on your part and I greatly appreciate it . 

Ginally , I knoH what i-s expected of me now tha t i t i s 

all over . I ' ll do all I ca_'l to help t he cause of the Jews . 
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I 1 ve learned how badly they need my help . I ' ve seen some 

terrible things that I never could conceive of before this trip . 

I ' ve developed a pride in my heritage knowing that Israel is 

the wonderful place it is after t housands of years of persecution. 

This trip was a fantastic experience . I will never be the same 

again. I 'm so thankful that I was made part of it . I 'll do 

my best to live up to what is eA-pected of ~/ 

I almost forgot to me~tion our trips i nto the occupied 

areas . This s ticks with jus t as much as anything else I saw 

probably because people are constantly asking about it . We were 

very f ortunate to see all that we di d . Seeing Old Jerusal em and 

the r est of the occupied areas adds a new scope t h the picture . 

I could actually see the roots of the Arab- Israeli conflic t . 




