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2 June 1994 

The Wexner Heritage foundation 

55l Mao son A-venLM: 
~' YtX~ l',o:.>w Voil\ 10022 
212 3556115 
Fax 212 75 ! 3739 

His Eminence 
Edward Cardinal Cassidy 
Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews 
1-00120 Vatican City 
Facsimile #011-396-6-988-5365 

Dear Cardinal Cassidy, 

H nting'cn Center Su1•e 3710 
4 ! South Mig'1 Street 
Coumt»s Ohio ~2i5 
61.: 1164 2772 

We are thoroughly delighted to have received the news through Rabbi Rudin's office of your 
willingness to address the Wexner Heritage Foundation in October. We are looking forward 
immensely to your presence and your message. 

There is a good flight from Rome directly to Dulles Airport outside of Washington D.C. as 
follows: United 971 , leaving Rome at 8:40 a.m. and arriving at Dulles Airport at 2:55 p.m. That 
is a daily flight and if you can leave Rome on Friday, October 28 that would be wonderful. But 
if you cannot, a Saturday, October 29 departure would still fit into our plans to have you as the 
main and only speaker on Sunday morning, October 30. That would leave you time to get to 
Ottawa with possibly a half day to spare. 

Since Rabbi Rudin is off on sabbatical for some months, I would like to suggest that you and I 
maintain contact directly. Our telephone number is 212-355-6115 and our facsimile number is 
212-751 -3739. 

As for all the technical matters of airplane tickets, hotel accommodations and other incidental 
expenses, we would be pleased to handle these matters in any manner which is comfortable with 
you. Please have someone in your office contact us regarding all logistics. As for the matter of 
honorarium for yourself or for a favorite charity, please be frank and let me know your wishes. 

Once again, many thanks for your acceptance of our invitation and we look forward eagerly to 
having you with us. Incidentally, I received very good reports regarding your recent meeting in 
Jerusalem. We can talk more about that in detail when we meet in the fall. 

I look forward to hearing from you regarding your travel plans. I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

~~r:~ 
(Rabbi) Herbert A Friedman 
President 
Wexner Heritage Foundation 
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FOR RELlGIOUS RELATIONS WITH THE JEWS 
Pontifical Council f'or Pro mot ing Chris ti an Cnity 

Prot.n. J 556/9•/b 

Lori Baron 
Director of conferences 
The wexner Heritage Foundation 
SSl Madison Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10022 
U. S. A. 

Rome, 8 october 1994 

FAX: 001-212·751 3739 

Dear Ms. Baron, 

Many thanks for your Fax comnunication of 5 October, 
with further information about my address to the Alumni Retreat. 

I appreciate your offer to have a suite for me at 
Westf ields International conference center for the night of 29 
September, but I prefer that you arrange to pick me up at the 
Vatican Embassy on the morning of October 30. Since that is a 
Sunday, I shall complete my religious duties before coming to the 
Center. I shall be ready by 8.45. 

Tha address of the Embassy is 3 3 3 9 Massachus<ttts 
Avenue, NW , Washington n.c. , and the telephone number (202) 333~ 
7121. 

The check for my airfare and other expenses may be made 
out to the Comnission for Religious Relations with the Jews, 
Vatican City. 

I am working hard on my address and look forward to 
bein9 with you on 30 October. 

Yours sincerely, 

I-00120 Vatican Cit)" • Tel. 698.4!86/698.}071 

TOTl=LE P. 01 
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COMMISSION 

FOR RELIGIOUS RELATIONS WITH THE JEWS 

Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity 

Prot. N. J 502/94 

Lori Baron 
Director of Conferences 
The wexner Herita9e Foundation 
Huntington center suite 3/10 
41 south High street 
COLUMBUS, OHIO 43215 
U. S. A. 

Rome, 10 September 1994 

FAX: 001-212-751•3739 

Dear Ms Baron, 

I refer to your Fax communication of Au9ust 23 last 
regarding my presence at the Alumni Retreat being organised by 
the Wexner Heritage Foundation in October. 

As indicated in my letter to Rabbi Rudin on May 28 this 
year, I intend to travel on to Ottawa after my short stay in 
Washington. In these circumstances I have thought it better to 
make my own travel arrangements, which are as follows: 

I am flying from Rome to Washington, via Boston with 
Alitalia on Friday 28 October (Flight AZ 614). That will bring 
me to Washin9ton at 19.43 that evening. 

on Sunsiay. 30 October I am due to fly to Ottawa, by 
USAir (flight us 810),leaving at 20.00 hours. 

From Ottawa I shall return direct to Rome with 
Alitalia. 

I am travelling Business class and have obtained a 9ood 
price for my journey from Alitalia. I shall be happy if the 
Wexner Herita9e Foundation will take care of the equivalent of 
the trip Rome-Washington-Rome, which with a discount comes to 
Lire italiane 2.800.000, or US$ 1.800 . 

on the night of my arrival I shall be staying at our 
Embassy at 3339 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Washington o.c. I am 
sure that officers from the Embassy will meet me and accompany 
me to the Embassy residence. 

I shall be ready to come to Westf ields International 
Conference Center at whatever ti.me is most suitable for the 
organisers of the Retreat, on either the Saturday or the sunday. 
Just let me know your wishes in this connection. 

l-00120 V:iri~n Citv - Tel. 698.43861698.,071 



I shall not be accompanied by anyone on this particular 
journey. 

With this letter, I am sending you as requested a copy 
of my curriculwn vitae. 

I trust that I have answered satisfactorily the 
quest.ions you have asked. It will be a pleasure to work with you 
in preparation for this event, to which I look forward with joy. 

Yours sincerely, 

~~1s :::n~l ::tt 
President 



EDWARD IDRIS CARDINAL CASSIDY 

~~~---

His Eminence Cardinal Cassidy serves the ~as President of the 
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity. Ordained as a priest in 1949 
i_n his native Australia, he was named Titular Archbishop of Amantia by Pope 
Paul VI in 1970, and was elevated to the College of Cardinals in 1991 by Pope 
John Paul II. -

Cardinal Cassidy studied at Lateran University and at the Pontifical 
Ecclesiastical Academy, both in Rome. He holds a Doctorate in Canon Law. 
and a diploma in ecclesiastical diplomacY; 

...... 

He has a long and distinguished career in Pontifical Representation, 
having s~rved in the Vatican's diplomatic corps from the mid-1950's through the 
Jate 198~ He has represented the Vatican on four continents: in India, 
Ireland, El Salvador, Argentina, China (Taiwan), Bangladesh, Burma, Lesotho, 
South Africa, Botswana, Swaziland, Namibia, Zimbabwe, and the Netherlands. 

In 1988-89, he served a tenn as Substitute Secretary of State of the 
Vatican.' 

In his current post as President of the Pontifical Council for Promoting 
Christian Unity, he is the senior Catholic official responsible for relations 
between the Catholic Church and other religious groups, both Chris · d non­
Christian orl - · e. In this ca acity, he supervises the Vatican's Commission 
or Religious Relations with the Jews. 

"Members of the Catholic chu ch committed the sirl of anti-Semitism and we 
must ask forgiveness for not ... preventing the Holocaust." Cardinal Edward 
Cassidy, president of the Vatican Commission for Religious Relations with 
Judaism, in Jerusalem. Su.I 1qq~ 

~sedL }Ni..... w ..,.J... ~ ~ ( -e :A '1 



His Eminence Edw1rd ldris Cardinal Cassidy 
President, Pontifical Couneil for Promoting Christian Unity 

Education: 

Career: 

Parren14tte Hi9h School, Sydney, Australia 
St. Columbl Seminary, Sprin9'100d, Australia 
St. Patrick's Colle9e, Mlnly, Australia 
L1ter1n University, Roate, ltaly 

(Doctor in Canon law) 
Pontifical Ecclesi1sticel Academy, Ro.., lt•lY 

(diploma in ecclesiastical dipl~macy) 

Assist1nt Priest, P1rish of Yenda, N.S.w •• 

Year: 
1936-39 ,,,3 
1944-49 
i952-5S 

1953-55 

Australia 1950-52 
Studies at Lateran University and Pontifical 
Ecclesial Acadell)', R0tne 1952-55 
Oiplom1tic Service in Pontifical Representations 
in lndia, 1reland, El Salvador , Argentina 1955- 70 

(details attached) 
Pontifical Representative in China (Taiwan), 

(details attached) 
Bangladesh, Burm., Lesotho and Southern Africa, 
Netherlands 1970-88 

(details attached) 
Substitute Vatican Secretariat of State 
President, Pontifical Council for ProtDOtinq 
Christian Unity 

Ordained priest: 23 July 1949, 
Ordained Archbishop: 15 Nove~ber iq10 
Created Cardinal : 28 June i991. 

1988-89 

i989-

Decorations: 

Comendador en la Orden Naeional Josi "'1tias Delgado, Republica 
de El Salvador, (1969) ; 
Order of tht Brilliant Star with Grand Cordon, Republic of 
China (1 979) ; 
Grootkruis in de Orde v1n Oranj e-Nassau, Netherlands (1988 ); 
Cav1liere di Gran Croce dell' Ordine Al '1erito della Repubblic1 
1 taliana ( 1988) ; 
Compani on i n the Genera l Oi vision of t he Order of Australia 
( 1990); 
Commandeur de la Le9ion d'Honneur, France (1991). 



His Eminenee Edward tdris Cardinal Cassidy 
President, Pontifical Council for Promotin9 Christian Unity 

Details Care~r: 

1~55-1962: Apostolic lnternunciature in tndia Attachi 
Second Secretary 

1962-1967: Apostolic Nunciature in treland First Secretary 

1967-1969: Apostolic Nunciature in El Salvador Counsellor 

1970: Apostolic Nunciature in Ar9entina Counsellor 

1970·1979: Apostolic Pro-Nuncio to the Republic 
of China (Taiwan) 

1973-1979: Apostolic Pro-Nuncio to Banqladesh 
Apostolic Oeleqate to Burma 

i 979-1984: Apostolic Oele9ate to Southern Africa (Republic of South 
Afric•, Botswana, Swaziland, Namibia 
and 1970-1980: Zimbabwe) 

1979-1984: Apostolic Pro-Nuncio to Lesotho 

1984-1989: Apostolic Pro-Nuncio to the Netherlands 

1988-1989: Secretariat of State 

1990: Pontifical Council for Promotin9 
Christian Unity 

Substitute Secretary 
of State 

President 

On 27th October 1970 promoted by Pope Paul Vl as Titular Archbishop of 
Amantia 

On 28th June 1991 e ltvated by Pope John Paul 11 to the Colle9e of 
Cardinals . 



OCT 13 '94 11:04 CARDINAL'S_OFFICE 

Pontifica.l Council for 
Promoting Christian Unity 

The function of this Council is to concentrate in an ap­
propriate way on initiatives and ecumenical activi­
ties for the restoration of unity among Christians. It 
haa charse of relations with those of other communi­
tiea; considers the correct interpretation nnd obaer• 
vance of the principles of ecumenism; promote& 
Catholic groupa and coordinat11 the etl'orta at unit! 
both on th• national and international levels: inat.t• 
tutea colloquies on ecumenical quntiona and activi· 
ti11 with Churches and eccleaial communitie1 
aeparated from the Holy See; deputu Catholic ob­
aerven for Christian congreuea; invita to Catholic 
gatherinp obaervera of the separated brethren; or· 
den into practice conciliar decreu on ecumenical 
mattera. Furthermore, it ia competent for all quea· 
tion1 concerning religious relationa with Judaism. 

Pre1idlnt: His Eminence Edward Cardinal Cuaidy 
Stcrttary: Most Rev. Biahop Pierre Duprey 
Prr1icknl-Em1ritui: Hla Eminence Johannes Cardinal 

Wille brands 
Offlte: via dell' Erba l , 00193 Rome, Italy. 

P.1 



14DaY-s 

FADED HOPES: Increased 
terror has deflated hopes of 
a record tourism year, top­
ping 1993's 1.98 million vis­
itors. In the first quarter of 
1994, arrivals- at 440,000 
- were running at a record 
pace, but tourism officials 
project a 10-15 percent drop 
for the second quarter, com­
pared to April-June 1993. 

TWO KILLED: Hamas claimed 
responsibility for the May 1 7 
lolling of Rafael Ya'iri, 36, of 
Kiryat Arba, and Margalit Ruth 
Shohat, 48, of Ma'aleh Levo­
nah near Hebron. In a joint 
army-Shin Bet operation in 
Hebron on May 22 against Ha­
mas militants suspected of in­
volvement in the killings. Jihad 
Asfuor was killed and two 
other men were captUred. 

JERICHO ARRESTS: Pales­
tlnlan police mistakenly ar­
rested five Israelis In Jericho 
on May 24, the first such ar­
rests since the PLC>-lsraeli 
agreement took effect In the 
area on May 12. The five 
were released after the Israe­
li army Intervened to clarify 
that Israelis are permitted to 
carry guns in Jericho. Con­
fiscated guns were returned 
to them; the Palestinians 
apologized for the mix-up. 

8 

Compiled l1y Margo 
Lipschitz Sugannan 

Tough nut: Mustap ha 
Oiranl , the radical ls­
lamlc military leader 
kidnapped by Israeli 
commandos from his 
home In east Leba­
non's Blqa region on 
May 21, was proving 
••a tough nut to 

cract<"' under Interro­
gation, according to 
security sources. 
Pr1me Minister Rabin 
authorized the kid-
nap In the hope that 
Ojranl would provide 

Information on mi~ 
Ing air force navi-
ga tor Ron Arad, shot 
dow n over Lebanon 
In 1986. and held 
captive by Oirani I 
until 1988.~ 

Porn show at Moscow's 
leading Jewish theater 
Moscow's best-known Jewish theater mounted a 
pornographic revue in late ~1ay. The Shalom 
Theater'i. director, Alexander Levinbuch, pressed 
for cash in these hard times, opted for a show 
that packed the house at 35,000 rubles ($20) a 
ticket - 90,000 ($50) for the front row- huge 
sums by local standards. 

Levinbuch could not be reached for comment 

Dry Bones 

as this issue went to press. But Mikhail Chlenov, 
president of the Vaad, the largest Russian Jewish 
organiz.ation, which has its national headquarters 
in the theater, told The Jerusalem Report: 'The 
problem is the theater is nearly broke. Recently a 
Christian missionary group offered good money 
to rent it, but I persuaded Levinbuch that wasn't 
a good idea. Now this. Are you going to write an 
article about it?" 

The show, entitled "Behind Oosed Doors," fea­
tured "50 minutes of text and 30 minutes of var­
ious acts,'' said the producer, Kiril Ganin, in an 
interview in Moskovski Komsomoletz, a Mos­
cow daily popular with young readers. Among 
the acts described in the paper was one in which 
a woman of extraordinarily imposing bosom 
straddled a shirtless man's back while a naked 
dwarf danced around them, enticing them with 
erotic gestures. The muscial score featured Mo-
7..art and Chopin. 

It is unclear w hether any of the actors, de­
scribed as non-professionals, were Jewish . "Be­
hind Closed Doors'' was set to close on May 31; 
also unclear was what the Shalom Theater will 
be showing for the rest of the summer. 

Alexm1der Lesser I Moscow 

" QU OTE, UNQUOTE" 
"Why do guys smoke? To make an impression on 
girls ... I call on women to decide not to go out 
with men who smoke." Tsomet p arty leader Ra­
fael Eitan, clwimum of the Knesset Omrmittre 011 the 
\.\w on Dmgs, at a cxmnnittre 111l!£ti11g. 

'There was considerable discussion of the terrible 
problem arising from the total Jewish domina­
tion of the media and agreement that this is 
something that would have to be dealt with." 
H.R. Haldeman, from flis 11e-..v book, "The Holdeman 

· i:ron 

"Members of the Catholic church committed the 
sin of anti-Semitism and we must ask forgiveness 
for not ... preventing the Holocaust." Car dinal 
Ed ward Cassidy, president of tire Vatiam Co1mnis­
sio11 for Religious Relations with Judaism, in Jeru­
salem_ 

tion is ... an e moral 
commitment to on. e operation also proves 
that we will do everything in order to return 
home every POW and every MIA." Ch ief of 
Staff Ehud Barak, on the abduction of Mustapha 
Dirnni, a l.£banese Shi'ite leader suspected of selling 
lsmel Air Force navigator Ra11 Arod lo Ute Iranians. 

"We'll continue our battle to establish a Pales­
tinian state with Jerusalem as its capital." Arab 
Democratic Party Knesset Member Abd ul­
wahab Darawshe, 011 a tour of the Cam Strip. 

'We brought 25,000 bullets with us. Most of them 
have been fired." Brig. Gen. Ziad al-Atrash, a 
PLO police commander, after celebratory gunfire 
accompanied the Israeli witlulrazrol from Gaza. 

THE JERUSALEM REPORT •JUNE 16, l994 
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NEW YORK 

Positive But Parochial 
Catholics' new catechism offers favorable view of Judaism yet falls short in some areas, 
interreligious educators agree. 
STEVE LIPMAN 
STAPP WRITER 

T
he Catholic Church's newly revised 
curriculum guidelines present a fa­
vorable but limited picture of Jews 
and Judaism and should be supple­
mented by outside reso~ Jew.ish 

and Catholic educators agreed recently. 
Participants in "A Day for Catholic P.ciu­

cators" said ChW'Ch documents and meetings 
with Jews can correct "omissions" or "ten­
sions" contained in "catechism of the Catholic 
Church." The document, issued.by the Vati­
can in French in 1992 and translated into Eng­
lish~ year, is Roman Catholicism's definitive 
cuniculum guide on a wide variety of religious 
topics. 

A few hundred catechism paragraphs, out 
of a total of 2,865, refer to Judaism, the Jew­
ish role in Jesus' crucifixion and other Jewish 
subjects. 

The daylong conference at the American 
Jewish Committee's Manhattan headquarters 
was co-sponsored by the Archdiocese of New 
York and the Dioceses of Brooklyn and 
Rockville Centre, LI. 

It was the first interreligious conference on 

the catechism, whose Eng­
lish translation will serve as 
a resource for priests and 
teachers who serve North 
America's 60 million 
Catholics. 

"While the catechism 
breaks no new ground in 
Jewish-Catholic relations, it 
does not substantially 
weaken any of the advances 
that have been made since 
1965," said Rabbi A James 
Rudin, director of the AJ­
Comrnittee 's lnterreligious 
Affairs Department. 

catechism," Rabbi Rudin 
said. He said also the cate­
chism contained inadequate 
references to Israel and to 
the recent improvement in 
Jewish-Catholic relations. 

"The catechism cannot 
be used as a [sole] source for 
defining Judaism," said Sis­
ter Mary Boys, professor of 
practical theology at Union 
Theological Seminary in 
Manhattan." 

Vatican Council II, which Rabbi A • ...._ Rudin: ''Educatorl 
closed in 1965, made rec- n the hope" to Improve relatlons 
ommendations for improv- between Cltbollcs and Jews. 

Eugene Fisher, executive 
secretary of the National 
Conf ere nee of Catholic 
Bishops' Secretariat for 
Catholic-Jewish Relations, 
stressed that the catechism, 
the first-such comprehensive ing interreligious relations 

that were reflected in subsequent Omrch teach­
ings, including the catechism. 

However, several participants in the con­
ference said the catechism's treatment of some 
areas is inadequate. 

'"There is no specific reference to the Holo­
caust in the document. There is not specific 
reference to anti-Semitism, by the name, in the 

document compiled in four centuries, praises 
Catholicism's Jewish roots and "breaks with 
the [Church's] ancient teaching of contempt" 
for the Jewish religion." 

But, he said, "It leaves open a lot of tension, 
a lot of ambiguities." 

The catechism, while stating that "The Old 
Testament [the Jewish scriptures] ... has never 

been revoked," also calls the New Thstament 
"the new and definitive Covenant" 

And acoording to the catechism, "'The sab­
bath has been replaoed by Sunday, whlcb re­
calls the new creation inaugurated by the 
Resurrection of Christ." The Passover seder is 
described as finding its fulfillment in Jesus' 
Last Supper. 

"From the point of view of Jews and Ju­
daism, it does not say all we would like it to 
say," Fisher said. "It does not pretend to be a 
comprehensive source for understanding Ju­
daism. As teachers we all have the ability to 
translate these teachings to our students." 

Rabbi Rudin said: "We believe that educa­
tors are the hope" to improve relations between 
Jews and Catholics. He urged the 60 Catholic 
teachers in attendance, most from the metro­
politan area, to "enrich" their cunicula. Rabbi 
Rudin suggested they use Church documents 
and statements by Pope John Paul U about Jew­
ish subjects, and incorporate their encounters 
with members of the Jewish community. 

Rabbi Rudin said the AJCommittee will 
sponsor annual meetings for Catholic teach­
ers and will publish a guide that will include 
specific recommendations for teaching Jew­
ish subjects. O 



The Wexner Heritage Foundation 

551 Madison Avenue 
New YorK. New Yof1i 10022 
212 355 6115 
Fax 212 751 3739 

April 13, 1994 

Rabbi James Rudin 
Facsimile: 751-4018 

Dear Jim, 

Hun11ngton Center Suite 3710 
41 South High Street 
Columbus Ohio 43215 
614 464 2772 

The Wexner Heritage Foundation is plannjng a week-end retreat October 28-30, 1994 for 
approximately 400 persons, alumni of our seminar study groups, who will be coming from 19 
communities throughout the U.S. The retreat will be held at the Westfield Conference Center, 
near Dulles Airport outside Washington. 

Wrule flying back from the historic convocation in Rome, I began thinking that the subject of 
Reconciliation (or some similar word) would be a splendid theme for the week-end program. 
Since we have opportunities for four major presentations between Friday noon and Sunday noon, 
I thought of the following: 

Edward Cardinal Cassidy 
Chief Rabbi of Great Britain Jonathan Sacks 
Elie Wiesel 
Israeli Ambassador to the Vatican 

There will be other opportunities on the program for yourself and myself. 

The quality of the audience is particularly high. These people, men and women, ranging from 
40-45 in age, are presently lay leaders in the various institutions which compose the backbone 
of the organized Jewish communjties - i.e., the schools, synagogues, commuruty centers, fund­
raising federations, old folks' homes and family welfare agencies. They are also on the boards 
of major national organizations. Each person has undergone a two-year course in the history, 
reljgion, philos.ophy and law of Judaism, as well as the problems of the modem State of Israel 
plus a structured visit to that Holy Land. In addition to being alumni of our Wexner program, 
they are all graduates of colleges and universities, including some of the finest in the U.S. No 
speaker could hope for a better educated and motivated audience. 

Let me know what reaction you have from Cardinal Cassidy. 

As ever, 

Herbert A. Friedman 
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23 May 1994 

OFFICE OF 
THE CHIEF RABBI 

Adler House Tavislock Squarr London WCJ H 9TJN 
Tel1:phone: 07 t -387 I 066 Fax: 071-383 4920 

Rabbi Herbert A Friedman 
Wexner Heritage Foundati on 
551 Madison Avenue 
New York 
NY 10022 
U.S . A. 

' 

~~ ~'~ 4ie• "'" 
I trust this letter finds y ou well. 

I would l i ke to formally respond to your letter o f the 21st 
April, following my absence from the offi ce. 

I read with very great interest the plans for the weekend retreat 
on the 28-30th October . I understand that you ha ve been speaking 
with Jonathan Kestenbaum and part of the purpose wa s for him to 
try and rearrange my existing engagements for the last week of 
October. 

Unfortunately , a ll his attempts have failed, particul arly in the 
light of the f act that I have one speaking engagemen t which has 
been in the d iary f o r well over a year. 

I do hope that you under stand, that my diar y i n t his instance is 
the soul fac t o r which prec ludes me fro m participating in the 
weekend retreat. Nevertheless, I remain extremely interested in 
the work of the Wexner Heritage Foundation and would be delighted 
to play a part in its educational endeavours at some future 
opportunity . 

My grateful thanks to you for extending the i nvitation and my 
warmest personal r egards, 

I :-i ~'\ 7 1 pdf> 

}°"~'1.cti 

Chief Rabbi Dr Jonathan Sacks 
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June 3, 1994 

Ambassador ltamar Rabinovitch 
Israeli Embassy 
35 l 4 International Drive, NW 
Washington, DC 20008 

Dear Mr. Ambassador: 

~ ·n111ir~'.On '~<~nter Suite 37 O 
. i ,, J\ju· t--i n1 s:~<:et 

Collimnus un10 4'3215 
I 14 J\).l .J.772 

We are delighted that you have agreed to attend our Alumni Weekend Retreat this Fall on the theme of 
"RECONCILIATION" between the Catholic Church and the Jewish people. The retreat will take place at 
the Westfields Conference Center in ChantiJly, Virginia on October 28-30, 1994. We expect 400 alumni 
and spouses to be in anendance from 18 cities around the United States. 

As you suggested. we will also invite Mr. Avi Granot, who heads the Israeli Embassy's desk on Church 
Affairs , to accompany you to the retreat. 

The establishment of diplomatic relations between the Vatican and the State of Israel , is , of course, the 
primary medium for the reconciliation of our people and the leadership of the Catholic faith. As the chief 
representative for the State of Israel in the United States and as a eminent historian in your own right, you 
understand the important implications of this reconciliation for the Jewish people throughout the world after 
l 900 years of conflict. 

Indeed, one might view this religious reconciliation along with the Middle East peace process, as furthering 
this fsraeli government's overall vision of engaging and interfacing with the world rather than the previous 
government' s preceived policy of confronting and withdrawing from the world. We would therefore hope 
that in the course of your remarks you will segue into an update on the "political reconciliation" then going 
on between Israel and its neighbors via the peace negotiations. 

We are still in the process of scheduling the other plenary speakers including Cardinal Cassidy (who heads 
"The Comission on Religious Relations with the Jews") and will be back in touch with you as to the precise 
time slot in which we would prefer you to speak. 

In the interim, our deepest thanks again for making yourself available to the Wexner Heritage Foundation. 

~~r:.r~ 
Rabbi Nathan Lau~ 
Vice President 

cc: Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
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June 3. 1994 

Mr. Avi Granoc 
Desk of Church Affairs 
Israeli Embassy 
3541 International Drive, NW 
Washington, DC 20008 

Dear Mr. Granot: 

Upon the recommendation of Ambassador Rabinovitch., we are very pleased to invite you to 
attend the Wexner Heritage Foundation's Alumni Retreat on the topic of 
"RECONCILIATION" between the Catholic Church and the Jewish people. We understand 
from the Ambassador that you head the Desk on Church Affairs for the Embassy. 
Therefore, it would be most fitting if you would accompany the Ambassador and be available 
co answer any questions which might arise. 

The retreat will take place at the Westfields Conference Center in Chantilly, Virginia on 
Ocrober 28 - 30, l 994. We expect 400 alumni and spouses to be in attendance from 18 
cities around the United States. I am enclosing a copy of our "Purpose and Structure" to 
acquaint you with the work which we do in educating this nation's Jewish leadership. 

We are still in the process of scheduling the other plenary speakers including Cardinal 
Cassidy (who heads "The Commission on Religious Relations with the Jews") and will be in 
touch with the Ambassador as co the precise time in which it would be appropriate for him to 

address the group. 

We look forward to your attendance and to meeting you in person. 

~t:t_~ 
Rabbi Nathan Laufer 
Vice President 

Enclosure 

cc: Ambassador Itamar Rabinovitch 
Rabbi Herbert Friedman, £resident 
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Editor, Letters to the Editor 
The New York Times 
229 West 43 Street 
New York, N. · y. 10036 

To the Editor: 

Leslie H. Wexner 
Chairman of the Board 

The recent meeting in Rome between Jewish leaders and 

Pope John Paul, on the eve of his departure for the United 

States, recalls an episode that occurred almost 27 years ago 

between an earlier delegation of Jewish leaders and another 

great Pope, John XXIII. 

On October 17, 1960, the first delegation of American 

Jews ever to be received by any Pope met in the Vatican. 

There an extraordinary event took place, when the Pope rose 

and verbally embraced his visitors with the electrifying 

statement, "I am Joseph, your brother." 

I was then executive vice-president of the national 

United Jewish Appeal, leading a delegation of 130 men and 

women on their way to Israel. We stopped in Rome to meet with 

the Pope and give voice to our gratitude for a far-reaching 

551 Madison Avenue I New York, New York 10022 I 212-355-6115 
41 South High Street, Suite 3710/Columbus, Ohio 43215 /614-464-Zm 
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act of humanity he had performed in 1942. He was then Papal 

Nuncio in Turkey, and had intervened with the Nazi 

authorities to permit the sailing through the Dardanelles of 

two vessels carrying 700 Jewish orphan children to 

Palestine. He literally saved their lives . We wanted to 

thank him. 

The audience was arranged by Benjamin Swig of San 

Francisco through two good friends, cardinal Spellman of New 

York and the American Ambassador in Rome , James Zellerbach, 

also of San Francisco. 

Once the audience was agreed t o in principle, the 

technical details and arrangements took months to settle. 

There was a certain stiffness in the air. I had suggested 

that we employ the classical languages : I would address the 

Holy Father in Hebrew and he would respond in Latin . Some 

Vatican officials hesitated, fearing that use of the Hebrew 

language in this setting might imply recognition of the 

State of Israel. Thus, their decision was that we would 

speak in our vernaculars, English and Italian. 

The texts flowed back and forth across the ocean for 

approval on both sides. We prepared a hand- written 

parchment scroll, similar to the ancient Torah, encased in 

olive wood from Jerusalem, on which was inscribed our 

profound gratitude for Pope John's courage and 

humanitarianism. 
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On the morning of the audience, everything went 

smoothly, exactly according to the script. Photographs 

were taken and the audience was over. Suddenly and 

spontaneously, as the delegation was preparing to leave, 

John rose from his throne , lifted his hand in a friendly 

gesture and started to speak extemporaneously. According to 

the doctrine of Papal infallibi l ity, every word of the Pope 

is sacred. Here he was speaking without a text, and the 

editor of the Osservatore Romano , standing nearby, began to 

write furiously . All the officials looked anxious, for they 

had no idea what was coming . 

The essence of the Pope's very personal short speech 

was this: he had been thinking of something intimate and 

meaningful to say to us, in addition to the generalizations 

of his prepared remarks. He thought of his personal name, 

Angelo Giuseppi Roncalli. Giuseppi is translated into 

English as Joseph. This led him to the thought of the 

biblical Joseph sitting as vice-premier on the throne of 

Egypt dealing out food to all the petitioners from the 

neighboring drought- stricken countries, including Canaan. 

As Joseph's 11 brothers the very ones who had 

earlier sold him into slavery and thought he was long 

dead entered the hall , the Sible tells us he recognized 

them at once, although they did not recognize him. After a 

certain point, he decided to reveal himself to them, 
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stretched forth his hand, and said, to their amazement, "I 

am Joseph your brother . " So it was that John XXIII 

identified himself to us. 

In a flash, we understood that the Pope was saying to 

this Jewish delegation that he and they were brothers . 

Except for a very few in the innermost circle, no one knew 

that he was already thinking of convening the Vatican II 

Council, which would ultimately deal with the most delicate 

questions, including the charge against the Jews of deicide. 

This friendly , jovial , almost simple man was offering his 

hand in brotherhood and friendship, revealing his inner 

feeling about Jews. The air was charged with excitement. 

It was an incredible moment. 

In the 27 years since then, Catholics and Jews have 

crossed centuries of misunderstanding, misconceptions, and 

ill will. Although there is still much ground to cover, the 

air is filled with hope for further and continuing progress 

so that one by one the issues which have separated the two 

faiths will be replaced by ties that bind. 

At this moment it is fitting to recall and pay tribute 

to the memory of Pope John XXIII, who started the march down 

the path of reconciliation. 

~' FM~--
A. Friedman 

President 

Wexner Heritage Foundation 



DRAFT 

To the Editor of the New York Times 

Dear Sir : 

In v i ew of the recent intensive conservations in Rome between 

Jewish leaders and Pope John Paul , on the eve of h i s departure for the 

United States, it is fitting to recall an episode which occurred almost 

27 years ago between an earlier delegation of Jewish leaders and another 

great Pope , John XXIII . 

On October 17 , 1960 , the first- ever delegation of American Jews 

to be received by any Pope met in the Vatican, where an extraordinary 

event took place . That Pope rose and verbally embraced his visitors 

with the electri£ying sentence "I am Joseph your brother." 

The writer was then the Executive Vice- President of the National 

United Jewish Appeal, leading a delegation of 130 men and women on 

their way to Israel . We planned to stop in Rome to meet with the Pope . 

The purpose of the visit was to give voice to our gratitude for a 

far- reaching act of humanity he had performed in 1942. He was then 

Papal Nuncio in Turkey, and had intervened with the Nazi authorities to 

permit the sailing through the Dardenelles of two vessels carrying 700 

Jewish orphan chi ldren to Palestine . He literally saved their lives . 

We wanted to thank him . 

The audience was arranged by Mr. Benjamin Swig of San Fransisco through 

two good friends , Cardinal Spellman of New York and the American 

Ambassador in Rome , Mr . James Zellerbach , also of San Fransisco . 

Once the audience was agreed to in principle , the technical details 
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and arrangements took months to settle. There was a certain stiffness 

in the air . I had suggested that we employ the classical languages : 

I would address the Holy Father in Hebrew and he would respond in Latin. 

Some Vatican officials hesitated, for they feared that recognition of 

the Hebrew language might imply recognition of the State of Israel . Thus, 

their decision was that we would speak in our vernaculars , English and 

Italian. 

The texts flowed back and forth across the ocean for approval on both 

sides . We prepared a hand- written parchment scroll, similar to the 

ancient Torah, encased in olive wood from Jerusalem, on which was 

inscribed our heartfelt sentiments for John ' s courage and humanitarianism . 

On the morning of the audience , the arrangements were handled smoothly 

by Msgr . Paul Marcinkus (later Archbishop) of Chicago . Entire proceedings 

went exactly according to the script. The pictures were taken and the 

audience was over . 

Suddenly and spontaneously, as the delegation was preparing to leave , 

John rose from his throne , lifted his hand in a friendly gesture and 

started to speak extemporaneously . According to the doctrine of Papal 

infallibility, every word 0£ the Pope is sacred. Here he was speaking 

without a text , and the editor of the OSSERVATORE ROMANO , standing nearby, 

began to write furiously. All the officials looked anxious~, for they 
/ 

had no idea what was coming. 

The essence of the Pope ' s very personal short speech was this : he 

had been thinking of something intimate and meaningful to say to us, in 

addition to the generalizations of his prepared remarks . He thought 

of his personal name , Giuseppi Roncali . Giuseppi is translated into 
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English as Joseph . This lead him to the thought of Joseph sitting as 

Vice- Premier on the throne of Egypt dealing out food to all the 

petitioners from the neighboring drought- stricken countries , including 

Canaan . 

As his eleven brothers , the very ones who had earlier sold him into 

slavery and thought he was long dead , entered the hall , he recognized them 

immediately although they did not recognize him. After a certain point , he 

decided to reveal himself to them, stretched forth his hand , and said, 

to their amazement , "I am Joseph your brother ." 

In a flash, it became obvious to everyone in the room that John XXIII 

was saying to this Jewish delegation that he and they were brothers . No 

one knew at that moment except a very few in the inner most circle, that he 

was thinking of convening the Vatican II council, which would ultimately 

deal with the most delicate questions , including the New Testament charges 

of deicide. This friendly, jovial , almost simple man was offering the hand 

of brotherhood and friendship . He was revealing his inner feeling about 

Jews. The air was charged with excitement. It was an incredible moment. 

As we shook hands and parted, I thought of how men , when moved by 

good will , could manage to find their common roots , refuse to be strangers 

one to the other, and rather try to build bridges which would join them . 

In these 27 short intervening years the Christian and Jewish hierarchies 

have crossed centuries of misunderstanding , misconceptions , and ill will . 

Although there is still much ground to cover, the air is filled with hope 

for an ever more thorough clearing away of the under- brush so that one by 

one the issues which have separated the two faiths will be replaced by ties 

that bind . 
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This account is intended as a tribute to the memory of Pope John XXIII 

who started the march down the path of reconciliation . 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
President 
Wexner Heritage Foundation 
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To the Editor: 

Leslie H. Wexner 
Chairman of the Board 

The recent meeting in Rome between Jewish leaders and 

Pope John Paul, on the eve of his departure for the United 

States, recalls an episode that occurred almost 27 years ago 

between an earlier delegation of Jewish leaders and another 

great Pope, John XXIII. 

On October 17, 1960, the first delegation of American 

Jews ever to be received by any Pope met in the Vatican. 

There an extraordinary event took place, when the Pope rose 

and verbally embraced his visitors with the electrifying 

statement, "I am Joseph , your brother . " 

I was then executive vice-president of the national 

United Jewish Appeal, leading a delegation of 130 men and 

women on their way to Israel. We stopped in Rome to meet with 

the Pope and give voice to our gratitude for a far-reaching 
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act of humanity he had performed in 1942 . He was then Papal 

Nuncio in Turkey, and had intervened with the Nazi 

authorities to permit the sailing through the Dardanelles of 

two vessels carrying 700 Jewish orphan children to 

Palestine . He literally saved their lives. We wanted to 

thank him. 

The audience was arranged by Benjamin swig of San 

Francisco through two good friends, Cardinal Spellman of New 

York and the American Ambassador in Rome, James Zellerbach, 

also of San Francisco. 

Once the audience was agreed t o i n principle, the 

technical details and arrangements took months to settle. 

There was a certain stiffness in the air. I had suggested 

that we employ the classical languages: I would address the 

Holy Father in Hebrew and he would respond in Latin. Some 

Vatican officials hesitated, fearing that use of the Hebrew 

language in this setting might imply recognition of the 

State of Israel. Thus, their decision was that we would 

speak in our vernaculars, English and Italian. 

The texts flowed back and forth across the ocean for 

approval on both sides. We prepared a hand-written 

parchment scroll, similar to the ancient Torah, encased in 

olive wood from Jerusalem, on which was inscribed our 

profound gratitude for Pope John ' s courage and 

humanitarianism. 
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On the morning of the audience, everything went 

smoothly , exactly according to the script . Photographs 

were taken and the audience was over . Suddenly and 

spontaneously, as the delegation was preparing to leave, 

John rose from his throne, lifted his hand in a friendly 

gesture and started to speak extemporaneously. According to 

the doctrine of Papal infallibility, every word of the Pope 

is sacred. Here he was speaking without a text , and the 

editor of the Osservatore Romano, standing nearby, began to 

write furiously. All the official s looked anxious, for they 

had no idea what was coming . 

The essence of the Pope's very personal short speech 

was this: he had been thinking of something intimate and 

meaningful to say t o us , in addition to the generalizations 

of his prepared remarks. He thought of his personal name, 

Angelo Giuseppi Roncalli. Giuseppi is translated into 

English as Joseph. This led him to the thought of the 

biblical Joseph sitting as vice-premier on the throne of 

Egypt dealing out food to all the petitioners from the 

neighboring drought-stricken countries, including Canaan . 

As Joseph's 11 brothers the very ones who had 

earlier sold him into slavery and thought he was long 

dead entered the hall, the Sible tells us he recognized 

them at once, although they did not recognize him. After a 

certain point, he decided to reveal himself to them, 
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stretched forth his hand, and said, to their amazement, "I 

am Joseph your brother." So it was that John XXIII 

identified himself to us. 

In a flash, we understood that the Pope was saying to 

this Jewish delegation that he and they were brothers. 

Except for a very few in the innermost circle, no one knew 

that he was already thinking of convening the Vatican II 

Council, which would ultimately deal with the most delicate 

questions, including the charge against the Jews of deici~e. 

This friendly, jovial, almost simple man was offering his 

hand in brotherhood and friendship, revealing his inner 

feeling about Jews. The air was charged with excitement. 

It was an incredible moment. 

In the 27 years since then, Catholics and Jews have 

crossed centuries of misunderstanding, misconceptions, and 

ill will. Although there is still much ground to cover, the 

air is filled with hope for further and continuing progress 

so that one by one the issues which have separated the two 

faiths will be replaced by ties that bind. 

At this moment it is fitting to recall and pay tribute 

to the memory of Pope John XXIII, who started the march down 

the path of reconciliation. 

~'FM~-
A. Friedman 

President 

Wexner Heritage Foundation 



,.. 

Herbert A. Friedman 
President 

September 2, 1987 

Mr . Robert Barzilay 

THE 
W EXNER. 
HER.JTACE 

FOUNDATION 

Editor, Letters to the Editor 
The New York Times 
229 Wes t 43 Street 
New York, N. Y. 10036 

- To the Edi tor: 

Leslie H. Wexner 
Chairman of the Board 

The recent meeting in Rome between Jewish leaders and 

Pope John Pa ul, on the eve of his departure for the Uni ted 

States, recalls an episode that occurred almost 27 years ago 

between an earlier delegation of Jewish leaders and a nother 

g r e at Pope , J ohn XXIII. 

on October 17, 1960, the first delegation of Ameri can 

Jews ever to be r eceived by any Pope met in the Vatican. 

There an extraordinary event took place, when the Pope rose 

and verball y embr a ced his v i sitors with the electrifying 

statement, "I am Joseph, your brother." 

I was then executive vice- president of the national 

Uni ted Jewish Appeal, leading a delegation of 130 men and 

women on t heir way to Israel. We stopped in Rome to meet with 

the Pope and giv e voice to our gratitude for a far-reaching 
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act of humanity he had performed in 1942. He was then Papal 

Nuncio in Turkey, and had intervened with the Nazi 

authorities to permit the sailing through the Dardanelles of 

two vessels carrying 700 Jewish orphan children to 

Palestine. He literally saved their lives. We wanted to 

thank him. 

The audience was arranged by Benjamin Swig of San 

Francisco through two good friends, Cardinal Spellman of New 

York and the American Ambassador in Rome, James Zellerbac~, 

also of San Francisco. 

Once the audience was agreed to in principle, the 

technical details and arrangements took months to settle. 

There was a certain stiffness in the air. I had suggested 

that we employ the classical languages: I would address the 

Holy Father in Hebrew and he would respond in Latin. Some 

Vatican officials hesitated, fearing that use of the Hebrew 

language in this setting might imply recognition of the 

State of Israel. Thus, their decision was that we would 

speak in our vernaculars, English and Italian. 

The texts flowed back and forth across the ocean for 

approval on both sides. We prepared a hand-written 

parchment scroll, similar to the ancient Torah, encased in 

olive wood from Jerusalem, on which was inscribed our 

profound gratitude for Pope John's courage and 

humanitarianism. 
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on the morning of the audience, everything went 

smoothly, exactly according to the script . Photographs 

were taken and the audience was over. Suddenly and 

spontaneously, as the delegation was preparing to leave, 

John rose from his throne, lifted his hand in a friendly 

gesture and started to speak extemporaneously . According to 

the doctrine of Papal infallibility, every word of the Pope 

is sacred. Here he was speaking without a textL and the 

editor of the Osservatore Romano , standing nearby, began to 

write furiously. All the officials l ooked anxious, for they 

had no idea what was coming. 

The essence of the Pope ' s very personal short speech 

was this: he had been thinking of something intimate and 

meaningful to say to us, in addition to the generalizations 

of his prepared remarks . He thought of his personal name, 

Angelo Giuseppi Roncalli. Giuseppi is translated into 

English as Joseph. This led him to the thought of the 

biblical Joseph sitting as vice-premier on the throne of 

Egypt dealing out food to all the petitioners from the 

neighboring drought- stricken countries, including Canaan . 

As Joseph's 11 brothers the very ones who had 

earlier sold him into slavery and thought he was long 

dead entered the hall, the Bible tells us he recognized 

them at once, although they did not recognize him. After a 

certain point, he decided to r eveal himself to them, 
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stretched forth his hand, and said, to their amazement, "I 

am Joseph your brother." So it was that John XXIII 

identified himself to us. 

In a flash, we understood that the Pope was saying to 

this Jewish delegation that he and they were brothers. 

Except for a very few in the innermost circle, no one knew 

that he was already thinking of convening the Vatican II 

Council, which would ultimately deal with the most delicate 

questions, including the charge against the Jews of deicide. 

This friendly, jovial, almost simple man was offering his 

hand in brotherhood and friendship, revealing his inner 

feeling about Jews. The air was charged with excitement. 

It was an incredible mo~ent. 

In the 27 years since then, catholics and Jews have 

crossed centuries of misunderstanding, misconceptions , and 

ill will. Although there is still much ground to cover, the 

air is filled with hope for further and continuing progress 

so that one by one the issues which have separated the two 

faiths will be replaced by ties that bind. 

At this moment it is fitting to recall and pay tribute 

to the memory of Pope John XXIII, who started the march down 

the path of reconciliation. 

~- FM'tL,__ 
A. Friedman 

President 

Wexner Heritage Foundation 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

As the Pope Meets Jewish Leaders in Miami 

'I AM JOSEPH , YOUR BROTHER' 
A Recollect ion of Pope John XXIII 

By Rabbi Herbert A. Friedroan 
President, The Wexner Heritage Foundation 

The recent meeting in Rome between Jewish leaders and 

Pope John Paul, on the eve of his departure for the United 

States, recalls an episode that occurred almost 27 years ago 

between an earlier delegation of Jewish leaders and another 

great Pope , John XXIII. 

On October 17, 1960, the first delegation of American 

Jews ever to be received by any Pope met in the Vatican. 

There an extraordinary event took place, when the Pope rose 

and verbally embraced his visitors with the electrifying 

statement, "I am Joseph, your brother." 

I was then executive vice-president of the national 

United Jewish Appeal, leading a delegation of 130 men and 

women on their way to Israel. We stopped in Rome to meet with 

the Pope and give voice to our gratitude for a far-reaching 
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act of humanity he had performed in 1942 . He was then Papal 

Nuncio in Turkey, and had intervened with the Nazi 

authorities to permit the sailing through the Dardanelles of 

two vessels carrying 700 Jewish orphan children to 

Palestine. He literally saved their lives. We wanted to 

thank him. 

The audience was arranged by Benjamin Swig of San 

Francisco through two good friends, Cardinal Spellman o f New 

York and the American Ambassador in Rome, James Zellerbach, 

also of San Francisco. 

Once the audience was agreed to in principle, the 

technical details and arrangements took months to settle. 

There was a certain stiffness in the air. I had suggested 

that we employ the classical languages: I would address the 

Holy Father in Hebrew and he would respond in Latin. Some 

Vatican officials hesitated , fearing that use of the Hebrew 

language in this s etting might imply recognition of the 

State of Israel. Thus, their decision was that we would 

speak in our vernaculars, English and Italian . 

The texts flowed back and forth across the ocean for 

approval on both sides. We prepared a hand-written 

parchment scroll, similar to the ancient Torah, encased in 

olive wood from Jerusalem, on which was inscribed our 

profound gratitude for Pope John ' s courage and 

humanitarianism. 



-3-

On the morning of the audience, everything went 

smoothly , exactly according to the script. Photographs 

were taken and the audience was over. Suddenly and 

spontaneously, as the delegation was preparing to leave, 

John rose from his throne, lifted his hand in a friendly 

gesture and started to speak extemporaneously. According to 

the doctrine of Papal infallibility, every word of the Pope 

is sacred. Here he was speaking without a text~ and the 

editor of the Osservatore Romano, standing nearby, began to 

write furiously. All the officials looked anxious, for they 

had no idea what was coming. 

The essence of the Pope's very personal short speech 

was this: he had been thinking of something intimate and 

meaningful to say to us, in addition to the generalizations 

of his prepared remarks. He thought of his personal name, 

Angelo Giuseppi Roncalli. Giuseppi is translated into 

English as Joseph. This led him to the thought of the 

biblical Joseph sitting as vice-premier on the throne of 

Egypt dealing out food to all the petitioners from the 

neighboring drought-stricken countries, including Canaan. 

As Joseph's 11 brothers the very ones who had 

earlier sold him into slavery and thought he was long 

dead entered the hall, the Bible tells us he recognized 

them at once, although they did not recognize him. After a 

certain point, he decided to reveal himself to them, 
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stretched forth his hand, and said, to their amazement, "I 

am Joseph your brother." So it was that John XXIII 

identified himself to us. 

In a flash, we understood that the Pope was saying to 

this Jewish delegation that he and they were brothers. 

Except for a very few in the innermost circle, no one knew 

that he was already thinking of convening the Vatican II 

Council, which would ultimately deal with the most delicate 

questions, including the charge against the Jews of deicide. . . 

This friendly, jovial, almost simple man was offering his 

hand in brotherhood and friendship, revealing his inner 

feeling about Jews. The air was charged with excitement. 

It was an incredible moment. 

In the 27 years since then, catholics and Jews have 

crossed centuries of misunderstanding, misconceptions, and 

ill will. Although there is still much ground to cover, the 

air is filled with hope for further and continuing progress 

so that one by one the issues which .have separated the two 

faiths will be replaced by ties that bind. 

At this moment it is fitting to recall and pay tribute 

to the memory of Pope John XXIII, who started the march down 

the path of ~econciliation. 

9/ 4/87 x x x 





The Pope Met With Jewish Leaders-In Miami 
''I AM JOSEPH, 
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A Recollection of 
Pope John XXUI 

By Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
(Pres. The Waner Heritage FoandaUon) 

The recent meeting in ii:me between J~ leaders and Pope 
John Paul, on the eve ol his departure for the United States, recalls 
an episode that occurred almost 27 years ago between an earlier 
delegation of ,Jewish leaden and aootber ...-t Pope, John XXllJ 

On October 17, 1960, the first delegation ol American Jews ever 
to be received by any Pope met iD the Vatican Thett an extraor· 
dinary event took place. when the Pope role and verbelly embrac­
ed bis visitor\ v.;th the electrifying statftDlllll,. "I - Joleph. your 
brother.'' 
ntE UNITED• JEWISH APPEAL 

I was lhen e:tecutive vice-president ol the natianal United Jewish 
Appeal. !Nding a ~tion ol !.31lmen and-an their-)'. to 
Israel. We llto(iped In Rome to meet witll .. Pope aad,,.,. Yake to 
OW' gratitude for a far-reaching act of halnaait)' be bad perfarmai 
in 1942. He waii then Papal Nuncio in 'l'\Sby. and bad ~ 
with the Nari authorities to permit the llilllll tbrouP the Dar· 
danelles ol t,. 'O vessels carrying 700 Jewilla arpban c:blldrm to 
Palestine. He ;,iterally saved their lives We Wlllled to llaaDk bam 

The audieneoe was arranged by Benjamia Swill of Su FnnciKo 
through two good friends, Cardinal Spellman of New York and the 
American Ambassador in Rome, J ames 1Allerbecb. abo of San 
Francisco. 

Once the aqdience was agreed to m pnDCJple. the technical 
details and an angements took months lo St'Ulc Tbere was a c:tt· 
lain stiffness in the air . I had suggested that we employ the 
classical languages• I wouJd address the Holy Father 1n Hebrev. 
and he would respond an Latin. Some \'ahcan officials hesitated, 
fearing that use of the Hebrew language an thi:> selling might Imply 
recognition of the State of Israel. :rhllll. their decision was that v. e 
would speak il11 our vernaculars, English and Italian. 
POPE JOllN'~I GREAT COL'RAGE 

nae texts OO'wed back and forth aCl'05S the ocean for appro .. al on 
both sides. We prepared a hand·written pan:hment scroll, $imilar 
to the ancient rt'orah. encased in olive wood from Jerusalem, on 

.which was inJ><:ribed our profound gralltude for Pope John's 
courage and bumanitananism 

On the morning of the audienct!, everything went SIDCIClthl}, ex · 
aclly accordion to the scnpt Phoiograpbs were taken and the au­
dience was oveer. SUddenly and ~y. as the delqahon 
was prepanng to leave. John rose rrom his throne. lined his hand m 
a friendly gesture and started to speak extem~y Ac;_cord· 
ing to the doctnne of Papal iafalHbility. every WW"d ol lhe Pope • 
sacred Here.he was speaking without a text, and the editnr ol the 
Osservatore Ro>mano. standing nearby, began to wnte funously . 
All the officials looked anxious, for they had no idea what was com· 
ing. 

The essence of the Pope's very personal short speech ~as this: l1f' 
had been tlunkang or something intimate and mearungful to say to 
us. in addition io the generaliU1tions of his prepared remarks. He 
thought of his personal name, Angelo Giuseppi Roncalli. Giuseppi 
is translated inlo English as Joseph. This led him to the thought of 
the biblical Joseph silting as vice-premier on the throne or Egypt 
dealing out food to all the petihoners from the neighboring drought· 
stricken countries, Including Canaan. 
DECIDED TO IREVEAL HJMSEtF 

As Joseph's 11 brothers - the very ones who bad earlier sold him 
mto slavery and thought be was long dead - entered the hall, the 
Bible tells us be recognized them at once, although they did not 
recognize him. Mter a certain pomt, he decided to reveal himself to 
them, s tretched forth his hand, and said, to their amazement, "I 
am Joseph your brother." So it was that John XXIIl identified 
himself to us. 

ln a nash, we understood that the Pope was saying to this Jewish 
delegation that be and they were lrothers. Except for a very few ID 

the innermost circle, no one knew that he was already thinking of 
convening the Vatican II Council, which would ultimately deal with 
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BROTHl~R .. '' • 

the m elicate questions, including the c e against the Jews 
of deicide. This friendly, jovial, almost simple man was offering bis 
hand in brotherhood and friendship, revea · pg his inner feeling 
about Jews. The air was charged with exci •ment. It was an in­
credible moment. 
'MUCH GROUND TO COVER' 

In the Z1 years since then, Catholics and Je ps have crossed cen­
turies of misunderstanding, misconceptions, ~lnd ill will. Although 
there is still much ground to cover, the air is filjled with hope for fur­
ther and continuing progress so that one by ~ ne the issues which 
have separated the two faiths will be replacec: by ties that bind. 

At this moment it is fitting to recall and pay tribu~to th 
memory of Pope John XXIIl. who started the narch down th 
of reconciliation. 
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Rabbi recalls 1960 meeting with Pope Joh1 XXlll 

By ~I fl<lrbe ri """rorti.. Umt<dStnttt, lt'<all• '" br """"''-..ill) any !Vp<>n'k~ au ..aaling lhrvugh tlw DnrdnMllt"' 
A.. ~nedman MrpilodelhotGO<Untdalmool27 u,.. V.b'41n. n....., an""-' Su-altol'•--litcarry1ni:700 

~ ~nl ~"- ln Rome: yean ~ bet~l'l'D dD <'8.J'Jit•t d.innrye\-e:nt.tookplace..,.·~ntbe Jrwiah orph.un ch.ildnn. to 
brt.,wnJl'Wish 1 ... c1en and l'bpe deL>puon o( ,r.,.;.i, 1 .. ..i • .,. •nd l'bpe ,_and verbal\)'~ Paleetme. Ue lllemlly IRM!d t.beu 
John Rmlll ""'"""'' t{hud•J"'•• aricithrr '"'8•AIM .John XX1IL hlo vw!Onl wath the clcctrify1ng lwcsanch.,,wt1111o<dtolhankb1m_ 

----------------· ---,, ~lf";nwmt. "'I em Jo,iept, your \\~ prepatt>d 8 ha1ld·~nu~n 
brot.lw!r." pa.rt'hme1u AC!r'Oll. •imilar to tM 

1 *\\' cht11n e:cecuU"• vicf'• ancient Torah. ti~ 1n uli~ 
pnos1d<-nt o( 1ht! nat10MI Uni~ wood from Jeruaalrm, nn wluch 
.kwiM Appeol. leading o. dtlero was int<:ri~d our pTOround 
b<IQ of 130 men and"""""' OD 11711tih.1deforl'bpeJolms~ 
1hcir woy to Israel We.._.t in and humoniUtrilmilm. 
Rome to meol wttb the l'bpe aod 
&iw ~toc)Ur gratitude lor • r.r. 

Rallb HertJert A. FflGdrnan many .,,ac1i,.., ~ol'bwnanity h• h<icl 
year ego per(armM in 19-l2. 

He was than Papal N.,,.,. m 
Ot\ Od.oi- 11, l'.IOO, U.. fln.t Turkey. •nd had int.er\uod "1th 

del<antion at """'"-'.S""' "'"" the Nan o.ushonti .. to permit the 

On the mtinUng a( tho audl('ft«\ 
everythll\g """i ....,.....,., to tM 
script.. ~pr,. ....,,. t.akon 
and the au.di~ WUO\W 
&.ldonlyood~y.as 

the i!elegation WU prq>Oring to 
1 ......... l'bpe John xxm ._, rrom 
h"' ti.-. llflM hlll haad in • 
fri•ndly -are. and ourud to 
opoat~y. 

Brothen 

~~~~-.... ry 

"-d been thinking at~;;; 
lnti""'te andme.tningfw to u,y to 
us. 
R~ though• ol' bi1 peroonal 

~Angelo Gi.._i Roncalll 
Gi"""l'Pi 181.\'11.Mlated into £oe-
1Uoll u "-Pb. 'l'lua lod him to the 
lboua&•ol'thoblblical"-Pbm. 
tingu~ontbethrono 
or1;gypt cleaUogout rood to aU the 
pet!tfonut lioua Ille neighboring 
Wo\lgbwtricUn eounbiff, m· 
duding Canaan. 

Pope to Jews-
, am }OS brother" 
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One pope's fraternal greedng to Jews 
By HERBERT A. FRlEDMAN 

T HE RECENT MEETING in Rome between Jewish 
leaders and Pope John Paul U recalls an episode that 
occurred almost 27 years ago between an earlier del­

egation of Jewish leaders and another great pope. John 
XXIII. 

On Oct. 17, 1960, the first delegation of American Jews 
ever to be received by any pope met in the Vatican. There, 
an extraordinary event took plaet:, when the pope rose and 
verbally embraced his visitors with the electrifying state­
ment. "I am Joseph. your brother.~ 

I was then the executive vice president of lhe national 
United Jewish Appeal. leading a delegation of 130 men and 
women on their way to Israel. We stopped in Rome to mc.-et, 
with the pope and voice our gratitude for a far-reaching act 
of humanity be had performed in 1942. He was then papal 
nuncio in Turkey and had intervened with the Nazi authori-

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedma11 i!; presJd~nt of the \Veiner 
Heritage Foundation. -

lles to pennit two vessels carrying 700 Jewish orphan chil­
dren to Palestine to sail through the Dardanelles. He liter­
ally savt"d their lives. We wanted to thank him. 

The audience was arranged by Benjamin Swig of San 
Francisco through two good friends. Francis Cardinal Spell­
man of New York. and the American ambassador in Rome, 
James Zellerbach, also of San Francisco. 

Once the audience was agreed to in principle, the techni­
cal details and arrangements took months to settle. There 
was a certain stiffness in the air. I had suggested that we 
employ IJJe classical languages: I would address the Holy 
Father in Hebrew, and he would respond in Latin. Some 
Vatican officials hesitated. fearing that use of the Hebrew 
language m this setting might imply recognition oft.he 
State of Israel. Thus, Lheir decision was that we would 
speak in our vernaculars. English and Italian. 

The texti> flowed back and forth across the ocean for ap­
proval on hoth hides. We prepared a handwritten parchment 
scroll. similar to tho ancient. 'lbra.h, encased in olive wood 
from Jerusalem, on which was inscribed our profourul grati­
tude t'or Pope John•s courage and humanitarianism. 

On tbu morning of the audience, everything went smooth­
' Conurw.ed (m pajie 46J .. 
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ly, exactly according to the scripl 
Photographs were taken, and the 
audience was oveT. Suddenly and 
spontaneously, as the delegation 
was pTeparing to leave, John rose 
from his throne, lifted his hand in 
a friendly gesture and started to 
speak extemporaneously. Here he 
was speaking without a text, and 
the editor of the Osservatore Ro­
mano, standing nearby, began to 
write furiously. All the officials 
looked anxious, for they had no 
ide.a what was coming. 

The essence of the pope's very 
personal, short speech was this: He 
had been thinking of something in­
timate and meaningful to say to us, 
in addition to the generalizations 
of his prepared remarks. He 
thought of his personal name, An­
gelo Giuseppi Roncalli. Giuseppi is 
translated into English as Joseph. 
This Jed him to the thought of the 
biblical Joseph sitting as vice pre­
mier on the throne of Egypt deal­
ing out food to all the petitioners 
from the neighboring drought­
strick.en countries, including Ca­
naan. 

As Joseph's 11 brothers-the 
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very ones •who had earlier sold him 
into slave1:y and thought him long 
dead - ellttered the hall, the Bible 
tells us he recognized them at once. 
although they did not recognize 
him. Aftei' a certain point. be de­
c id e d to reveal himself. He 
stt'etched forth his hand and said, 
to their at:nazement, "I am Joseph 
your brother." So it was that John 
XXIII ide1Jtified himself to us. 

In a flash, we understood that 
the pope was sieying to this Jewish 
delegation that he and they were 
brothers. l&xcept for a very few in 
the innerrbost circle, no one knew 
that he Yitas alre2dy thinking of 
convening the second Vatican 
Council, which would ultimately 
deal with the most delicate qu.es­
tions, incltb.ding the charge against 
the Jews ·of deicide. This friendly, 
jovial, alu~ost simple man was of­
fering his ~and in brotherhood and 
friends9p, revealing his inner 
feeling a~)out Jews. The air was 
charged wl' th excitement. It was an 
incredible moment. 

In the 217 years since then, Cath­
olics and J[ews have crossed centur­
ies of mis~nderstandin.g, miscon· 
ception.s ~nd ill will. Although 
there is stJall mnch ground to cover, 
the air is filled with hope for fur­
ther and continuing progress so 
that, one lby one, the issues which 
have se~rated the two faiths will 
be replaced by ties that bind. 

At this moment, it is fitting to 
recall and pay tribute to the mem­
ory of Pod~ John xxm, who start­
ed the m&.lrch down the path of rec-

onciliati°'" ~ 

_::;:/' 
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'I Aln Joseph, Your Brother' 
A Recollection Of Pope John XXIII 

By Rabbi Herbert A. 

7J Friedman 

The recent meeting in 
Rome between Jewish lead­
ers and Pope John Paul, on 
the eve of bis departure for 
the United States, recalls an 
episode that occurred almost 
rr years ago between an ear­
lier delegation of Jewish 
leaders and another great 
Pope, John xxm. 

On Oct. 17, 1960, the first 
delegation of American Jews 
ever to be received by any 
Pope met in the Vatican. 
There an extraordina ry 
event took place, when the 
Pope rose and verbally em­
braced his visitors with the 
electrifying statement, "I 
am Joseph, your brother." 

I was then ex.ecutive vice­
president of the national Uru­
ted Jewish Appeal, leami\l'a 
d@iegad&I Of '1a:men and 

• women on their way to Is­
rael. We stopped in Rome to 
meet with the Pope and give 

voice to our gratitude for a 
Car-reaching act of humanity 
be had performed in· 1942. He 
was then Papal Nuncio in 
Turkey and had intervened 
with the Nazi authorities to 
permit the sailing through 
the Dardanelles ol two ves­
sels carrying 700 Jewish or­
phan children to Palestine. 
He literally saved their lives. 
We wanted CO tballk him. 

Tbe audience was ar­
ranged by~ Swig ol 
Sail Fr8.llclaco throu8h two 
good friends, Cardinal Spell­
man of New York and I.be 
American ambusador in 
Rome, Jame Ze1lerbacb, 
also ol San Fraac:isc:o. 

Once the audieoce was 
agreed to In principle. the 
technical details and ar­
rangements took months to 
settle. There was a certaui 
stiffnei& in I.be air. I bad sug­
gested lbat we employ the 
classical languages: I would 
address the Holy Father in 
Hebrew and lie would re­
spond in Labn. Some Vati· 
can officials hesitated, rear­
ing that use ol the Hebrew 
language in this settina 
might imply recognition ol 
the St.ale of Israel Thul, 
their decision was that we 
would speak in our vernacu­
lars, Engllsb and Italian. 

The texts flowed back and 
forth across the ocean for ap­
proval on both sides. We pre­
pared a band-writt.en parch­
ment scroll, similar to I.be 
ancient Torah, encased in 
olive wood from Jerusalem, 
on which was inscribed our 
profOUDd gratitude £or Pope 
John's courage and humani­
tarianism. 

On the morning of the 
audience, everything went 
smoothly, exactly according 
to the script. Photographs 
were taken and the audience 
was over. Suddenly and 
spontaneously, as the dele­
gation was preparing to 
leave, John rose from his 
throne, lifted his hand in a 
friendly gesture and started 
to speak extemporaneously. 
According to the doctrine of 
Papal infallibility, every 
word or the Pope is sacred. 
Here be was speaking with­
out a text, and the editor of 

the Osservatore Romano, 
st.aoding nearby, began to 
write furiously. All the offi­
cials looked anxious, for they 
had no idea what was com­
ing. 

The essence of the Pope's 
very personal short speech 
was this: he had been think­
ing of something intimate 
and meaningful to say to us, 
in addition to the geoenliza· 
tions ol his prepared re­
marks. He~ oi his per­
sooal name, Angelo Gluseppi 
Roacalli. Giuseppi Is tnm­
laled into English as J~. 
This led him to the thought of 
the Biblical Joseph Bitting u 
vice-premier oa tile tbroae ol 
Egypt dealing out food to all 
the petitioners from the 
neighboring droagbl-slriclt­
en countries, including Can· 
aan. 

As Joseph's 11 brothers -
the very ones who had 
earlier sold him into slavery 
and thougbt be was loog 
dead - entered lbe ball, the 
Bible tells us be recognized 
them al once, although they 
did not recognize him. After 
a certain point, he decided to 
reveal himself lo them, 
stretched forth his hand, and 
said, to their amazement, " I 
am Joseph your brother.' ' So 
it was that Jobn XXIIl iden­
tified bimself to us. 

In a fJa.sh, we understood 
that. the Pope was saying to 
this Jewish delegation that 
he and they were brothers. 
Except for a very few in the 
innermost circle, no one 
knew that he was already 
thinking of convening the 
Vatican ll Council, which 
would ultimately d.eal with 
the most delicate questions, 
including the charge against 
the Jews of deicide. This 
friendly, jovial, almost sim­
ple man was offering his 
hand in brotherhood and 
friendship, revealing his in­
ner feeling about Jews. The 
air was charged with excite­
ment. It was an incredible 
moment. 

In the 'El years since then, 

Catholics and Jews have 
crossed centuries of misun­
derst.aoding, misconceptions 
and ill will. Although there is 
still much ground to cover, 
the air is filled with hope for 
further and continuing prog­
ress so that one by one the is­
sues which has separated the 
two faiths will be replaced 
by ties that bind. 

At this moment it is fitting 
to recall and pay tribute to 
the memory of Pope John 
XXIII, who started the 
march down the path or re. 
conciliation. 

Rabbi Herbert Friedman 
is presi dent of the We.r:ner 
Heritage Foundation. -
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'I am Joseph, your brother' 
a recollection of Pope John XX/II 

By RABBI HERBERT A. FRIEDMAN 

T 
president, The Wemer Hjrirass fmmd?!ilil 

be recent meeting in Rome ifween over. Suddenly and spontaneously, as the 
Jewish leaders and Pope John Paul. on delegation was preparing 10 leave. John rose 

the eve of his departure for the United States, from his throne. lifted bis hand in a friendly 
recalls an episode that occurred almost 27 gesture and staned to speak extemporane-
years ago between an ead1er deleption or ously. Accordmg 10 the doctrine of papal 
Jewish leaders and another great pope. John infaUibility, e\ery word of the pope is sacred. 
XXlll Herc he was speaking without a text, and the 

On OcL 17. I 960, the first delegation oC editor of the Osservatore Romano, standing 
American Jews ever to be received !>Y any nearby, began to write furiously. All the 
pope met in the Vatican. There an exttaor· officials looked anxious, for they had no idea 
dinary event took place. when the pope rose wba1 was coming 
and verbally embraced hi; vi5i1ors with the lathnate Statemeal 
electrifying sta1Cme1lt. "I am Joseph. your 
brother." 

I was then executive vice-president of lhe 
national United Jewish Appeal. leading a 
delegation of 130 men and v.omen on their 
way to Israel We stopped in Rome IO meet 
with the pope and give voice Lo our gra11tudc 
for a far-reaching act of humanit)' he had 
performed in 1942. He wu then paJl!J nuncio 
in Turkey, and had intervened with the Nazi 
authorities to permit the sailing through the 
Oardanelles of two vcsM:ls carrying 700 
Jewish orphan children to Palestine. He 
literally saved their lives. We wanted to thank 
him. 

The audience was alTIJ\gCd by Benjamin 
Swig of San Francisco through two good 
friends, Cardinal Spellman of New Yori; aod 
the American ambassador in Rome. James 
Zellerbach, also of San Francisco. 

Details Agreed On 
Once the audience was agreed to in 

principle, the technical details and arrange­
ments took months to settle. There was a 
certain stiffness in the air. I had suggested that 
we employ the classicaJ languages: T would 
address the Holy Father in Hebrew and be 
would respond in Latin. Some Vatican officials 
hesitated. fearing that use of the Hebrew 
language in this setting might imply rccog· 
nition of the State of Israel. Thus. their decision 
was that we would speak in our vernaculars. 
English and Italian. 

The texts flowed back and forth across the 
ocean for approvaJ on both sides. We prepared 
a hand-written parchment scroll similar 10 the 
ancient Torah, encased in olive wood from 
Jerusalem, on which was inscribed our 
profound gratitude for Pope John's courage 
ind humanitarianism. 

On the morning of the audience. everything 
""cot smoothly. euctly according to the scripL 
Photographs were taken and 1hc audience was 

The essence of the pope's very personal 
shoo speech wu this; he had been thinking 
or something intimate and meaningful lo say 
to us., in addition to the generalizations of his 
prepared renwts. He thought of his personal 
name, Angelo Giuscppi Roncalli Giuseppi is 
rranslatcd inao English ~Joseph. This led him 
10 the thought of the bibli.cal Joseph sitting 
15 vice-premier on the throne ofEgypt dealing 
out food to all the petitioners from the 
neighboring drought-stricken countries. 
including Canaan. 

As Joseph's I l brothers-the very ones who 
had earlier M>ld him into slavery and thought 
he wu long dead-entered the hall, tbc Bible 
tells II) he recognized them at once, although 
they did not rccogmze htm. After a ccnaio 
point. he decided to reveal himself to them, 
stretched forth his band. md said. 10 their 
amazement. '"I am Joseph your brother." So 
ll was that John XXIII identified himself to 
us. 

ln a flash, we understood' that the pope was 
saying Lo this Jewish delegation that he and 
they were brothers. Except for a very few in 
the innermost circle, no one knew that he was 
already thinking of convening the Vatican TI 
Council, which would ultimately deal with the 
most delicate questions. including the charge 
against the Jews of deicide. This friendly, 
jovial. almost simple man was offering his 
hand in brotherhood and friendship, revealing 
his inner feeling about Jews. The air was 
charged with excitemenL It wa~ an incredible 
momenL 

In the 27 years since then. Catholics and 
Jews have crossed centuries of misunderstand­
ing. misconceptions, and ill will Although 
there is still much ground 10 cover, the air 
~s filled with hope for further and continuing 
progresl> so that one by one the is:.ues which 
fla~e sepanued the 1wo faiths will be replaced 
by lies that bind 
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Another time, another Pope 
By RABBI 

HERBERT A.FRIEDMAN 
Special to Tbe Voice 

'Ille recent meeting In Rome be­
tween Jewish leaders and Pope Jdm 
Paul. oo the eve of his departure for 
the United Stares, recalls an episode 
that occurred almost %1 years ago 
between an earlier delegatioo of 
Jewish leaders and another great 
Pope, John XXIII. 

On Oct. 17, 1960, the first delega­
tion of American Jews ever to be 
received by any Pope met in the 
Vatican. 'lbere an extraordinary 
event tod< place, when the Pope rose 
and verbally embraced his visitors 
with the electrifying statement. "I 
am Joseph, your brother.'' 

I was then executive vice­
president of the national United 
Jewish Appeal, leading a delegation 
of 130 men and women on their way 
to Israel We stopped in Rome to 
meet with the Pope and give voice 
to our gratitude for a far-reaching 
act of humanity he had performed 
in I9U. He was then Papal Nuncio 
in Turkey, and had intervened with 
the Nazi authorities to permit the 
sailing through the Dardanelles ol 
two vessels carrying 700 Jewish or­
phan children to Palestine. He 
literally saved theb' lives. We wanted 
to thank. him. 

'Ille audience was arranged by 
Benjamin Swig of San Francisco 
through two good friends, Cardinal 
Spellman of New York and lhe 

I American Ambassador in Rome, 
James zellerbach, also of San 
Francisco. 

Once the audience was agreed to 
in principle, the technical details 
and arrangements took months to 
settle. There was a certain stiffness 
in the air. I had.suggested that we 
employ Classical languages: I 

u1 the Holy Father in 

Hebrew and be would respond in 
Latin. Some Vatican officials 
hesitated, rearing that use of the 
Hebrew Jan&uage in this setting 
mllhtlmply ~an of the State 
of Israel. 'lbus, their decision was 
that we would speak in our ver­
Daculan. EngUsb and Italian. 

1be lats flowed back and forth 
across the ocean for approval on 
botb sides. We PrePared a hand­
wriUm parcbmeotscroll, similar to 
the andent 1\>rah, encased in olive 
'1IOOd from Jerusalem, on which was 
inscribed our profound gratitude for 
Pope Juhn's courage and 
humanltarianlsm. 

On the morning of the audience, 
everything went smoothly, exactly 
accordng to the script Photographs 
were taken aod the aucience was 
over. SUdderily and spontaneously, 
as the delegation was preparing to 
leave, John rose from his throne, 
lifted his hand in a friendly gesture 
and started to speak extem­
poraneoosly. According to the doc­
trine r1 Papal infalllhility, every 

word of the Pope is sacred. Here he 
was speaking withoot a text, and the 
ecltor of the Osservatore Romano, 
standing nearby, began to write 
lurlousl)'. All the officials looked 
anxious, for they bad no idea what 
was coming. 

'1be essence of the Pope's very 
personal short speech was this: be 
had been thinking of something in­
Umate and meaningful to say to us, 
in addition to the generalizations of 
bis prepared remarks. He thought of 
his personal name, Angelo Giusep­
pl Roncalli. Giuseppi is translated 
into English as Joseph. 1his led him 
to the thought of the biblical Joseph 
sitting as vice.premier on the throne 
of Egypt dealing out food to all the 
petitioners from the neighboring 
drought-stricken countries, in· 
eluding canaan. 

As Joseph's u brothers - the very 
ones who had earlier sold him into 
slavery and thought he was long 
dead - entered the hall, the Bible 
tells us he recognized them at once. 

{Continued on Page 23) 

Rabbi Fdedmat 18 prak:lent of the Waner Hefftage Foundauon. 
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AnoO'iw time-
< ContimJed from Pqe 18) 

although they did not rectJ9''" blm. 
After a certain point, be decided to 
reveal himself to tbem, stretched 
forth bis band. and llld. ID-their 
amazement, "I am Josesib JOW' 
brotbeJ:" So it was that Joba xxm 
identified blmse1f to us. 

In a flash, we understood that tbe 
Pope was saying to tb1s Jewish 
delegation that be and they were 
brothers. Except for a very few In 
the Innermost circle, no oae knew 
that be was already tblnldnl ol coo­
'ftlllng tbe Vatican II C.OUOcll, wbidl 
would ultimately deal with the most 
delicate questions, includlng the 
charBe against the Jews ol deicide. 
1bis friendly, jovial, almost simple 
man was offering b1s band In 
brotherhood and frteodshlp. reveal· 
Ing bis Jnner feeUng about Jews. The 
air was c:barged with exdtemeoL lt 
was an Incredible moment 

In the 27 years since then, 
Catbollcs and Jews have crossed 
centuries of misunderstanding, 
misconceptions, and ill will. 
Although there ls stlll much ground 
to covei; the air ls fllled with hope 
for furtbel' and continuing progress 
so that one by one the Issues wbidl 
have separated the two faiths wUl be 
replaced by ties that bind. 

At this moment it ls fittinl to 
recall and pay tribute to the 
memory of Pope John XXIII, who 
started the march down the path ol 
reconciliation. 

ed dissatisfaction with tbe names 
g1ftD them by lbelr pueats. The 
men .-raDJ pre!ea 1ed men com­
mm IDCI popular names. whereas 
the women would have cbolen more 
uauaaal names. Yet wry fewwmt to 
the bother of d>lnllDI their names 
ID tbe oOldal re1bteC 

PsydloJollstl have lnclCflb!d that 
names can have an Influence In 
mokUn& the character and per­
sonality of the chlld, and IODle per­
sonal lives and careen have been af­
fected and sametimel bllgbted by 
anbaPP1 names Inflicted oa .ttie 
c:bildrell by tbouibtlesS parents. 

In a country ol bnmigration, like 

Israel. tbe Ont generation ol ar­
rivals bear names which onm clear­
IJ indicate lbelr country of origin. 
Kmt. Pierre, ~c. Sasba, Ovadla. 
Morton and Neville can pretty safe­
ly be Identified as havinC come, 
respectively, from Germany, 
France, Hungary, Russian, Yemen, 
the U.S. and England Yet their 
chlldren become true Israelis, other­
wise wlidentiflable as Dalla, Glu, 
AmJkam, Leor. Sharon, Dana and 
Sbai. 

Even Carl and Natalie can have 
grandcbildreo named Iris, 'D.mar, 
Ron1t, ~ Anal, Assaf, Dafna and 
No'oml. 



Chairman ol tne Board 

Rabbi Herb Friedman 
551 Madison Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear Herb: 

PLAZA EAST 330 East Kilbourn Ave Milwaukee WI 53202 • (414) 271-7600 

September 28, 1987 

The attached article which appeared in the Wisconsin 
Jewish Chronicle was of great interest to Edie and 
me since this was our first trip to Israel with 
you . Our private visit with the Pope was indeed 
something I will never forget . 

Stay healthy! 

ABA/ag 
Encl . 

cc: Robert Aronson 

Cordially, 

Albert B. Adelman 

Milwaukee W1scons1n • Boca Raton, Florida 
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lnterlanh Relations Section 
Rabbi recalls 1960 meeting with Pope John XXlll 

By Rab~a Herbert ture for the United Staie.. reailli to be received by any Pope met in sailing through the Dardanelles 
A. Friedman anepisodethatoccurredalmost27 the Vatican. There, an extraor- Straitoftwo\"eSSelscarrying700 

The recent meeting in Rome years ago between an ear her danary event took place when the Jewish orphan children to 
between Jewish leaders and Pope delegation of Jewi.sb leaden a:na l\>pt roee and verbally embr8ced Palestine. He literally saved their 
John Paul II. on the eve of his depar- another great Pope, John XXIIl. his V181tors with the electrifying lives and we wanted to thank him. 

Rabbi Herbett A. Friedman many 
year ago. 

On October 17. 1960. tM ftrst 
delegation ~American Jews ever 

statement, "I am Joseph, your We prepared a hand-written 
brother." parchment scroll, similar to the 

I was then executive vice- ancient Turah, encased in olive 
pre9ident ~the national United wood from Jerusalem, on which 
Jewish Appeal, leading a delega· was inscribed our profound 
tion ~ 130 men and women on gratitude for Pope John's courage 
their way to Israel. We stopped in and humanitarianism. 
Roar.e to ~ with the R1pe and 
give voice to our gratitude for a far. 
reaching act of humanity he had 
performed in 1942. 

He was then Papal Nuncio in 
Turkey, and bad intervened with 
the Nazi authorities to permit the 

On the morning dthe audience, 
everything went acconling to the 
script. Photographs were ta.ken 
and the audience was aver. 

Suddenly and spontaneously, as­
the delegation was preparing to 
leave, Pope John Dall rose from 
his throne. lifted his hand in a 
friendly gesture, and started to 
speak extemporaneously. 

Brothers 

The essence of the Pope's very 
personal short speech was that he 
had been thinking of something 
intimate and meaningful to say to 
us. 

He thought of his personal 
name. Angelo Giuseppi Roncalli. 
Giuseppi is translated into Eng· 
lish as Joseph. This led him to the 
thought of the biblical Joseph sit­
ting as vice-premier on the throne 
r:AEgypt dealing out food to all the 
petitioners from the neighboring 
drought-stricken countries, in­
cluding Canaan. 




