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THE
VWEXNER
HERITACE

FOUNDATION

Herbert A. Friedman ‘ Leslie H. Wexner
President Chairman of the Board

September 8, 1987

Mr. Ari L. Goldman
New York Times

229 West 43 Street
New York, N. Y. 10036

- Dear Mr. Goldman:

I have always enjoyed your reporting, which shows much
expertise in the subjects on which you write.

For that reason, I thought you might be interested in a
letter I wrote recently to the Times, which was not printed,
probably because of its length.

That letter offers a slight emendation to one sentence
in your excellent article entitled "A Vatican Stake in Talks
with Jews"™, published 9/6/87. You said: "A dialogue on the
highest levels began 25 years ago with a meeting between
Pope Paul VI and the great Jewish theologian Abraham J.
Heschel."

Actually, the dialogue began two years earlier between
a prior Pope, John XXIII, and myself, during the course of
which he spoke the famous phrase, "I am Joseph your
brother" and intimated his intentions of convening a second
Vatican Council to consider the fundamental questions of
Catholic-Jewish relations, especially deicide.

I think the progress made during the past 26 years,
during which the Church has reversed many attitudes toward
the Jews, is remarkable; and I foresee ultimate solutions in
the two crucial areas of assuming some responsibility for
creating an atmosphere which made the Holocaust possible,
and of recognizing the existence of the State of Israel.

Sincerely,

Herbert A. Friedman
HAF/3 f

551 Madison Avenue / New York, New York 10022 / 212-355-6115
41 South High Street, Suite 3710 / Columbus, Ohio 43215 /614-464-2772



THE
VWEXNER
HERITACE

FOUNDATION

Herbert A. Friedman - Leslie H. Wexner
President Chairman of the Board

September 2, 1987

Mr. Robert Barzilay
Editor, Letters to the Editor
The New York Times
229 West 43 Street
New York, N. Y. 10036
To the Editor: *

The recent meeting in Rome between Jewish leaders and
Pope John Paul, on the eve of his departure for the United
States, recalls an episode that occurred almost 27 years ago
between an earlier delegation of Jewish leaders and another
great Pope, John XXIII.

On October 17, 1960, the first delegation of American
Jews ever to be received by any Pope met in the Vatican.
There an extraordinary event took place, when the Pope rose
and verbally embraced his visitors with the electrifying
statement, "I am Joseph, your brother."

I was then executive vice-president of the national
United Jewish Appeal, leading a delegation of 130 men and

women on their way to Israel. We stopped in Rome to meet with

the Pope and give voice to our gratitude for a far-reaching

551 Madison Avenue / New York, New York 10022 / 212-355-6115
41 South High Street, Suite 3710/ Columbus, Ohio 43215/614-464-2772



act of humanity he had performed in 1942. He was then Papal
Nuncio in Turkey, and had intervened with the Nazi
authorities to permit the sailing through the Dardanelles of
two vessels carrying 700 Jewish orphan children to
Palestine. He literally saved their lives. We wanted to
thank him.

The audience was arranged by Benjamin Swig of San
Francisco through two good friends, Cardinal Spellman of New
York and the American Ambassador in Rome, James Zellerbach,
also of San Francisco.

Once the audience was agreed to in principle, the
technical details and arrangements took months to settle.
There was a certain stiffness in the air. I had suggested
that we employ the classical languages: I would address the
Holy Father in Hebrew and he would respond in Latin. Some
Vatican officials hesitated, fearing that use of the Hebrew
language in this setting might imply recognition of the
State of Israel. Thus, their decision was that we would
speak in our vernaculars, English and Italian.

The texts flowed back and forth across the ocean for
approval on both sides. We prepared a hand-written
parchment scroll, similar to the ancient Torah, encased in
olive wood from Jerusalem, on which was inscribed our
profound gratitude for Pope John’s courage and

humanitarianism.



Oon the morning of the audience, everything went
smoothly, ~ exactly according to the script. Photographs
were taken and the audience was over. Suddenly and
spontaneously, as the delegation was preparing to leave,
John rose from his throne, lifted his hand in a friendly
gesture and started to speak extemporaneously. According to
the doctrine of Papal infallibility, every word of the Pope
is sacred. Here he was speaking without a text, and the
editor of the Osservatore Romano, standing nearby, began to
write furiously. All the officials looked anxious, for they
had no idea what was coming.

The essence of the Pope’s very personal short speech
was this: he had been thinking of something intimate and
meaningful to say to us, in addition to the generalizations
of his prepared remarks. He thought of his personal name,
Angelo Giuseppi Roncalli. Giuseppi is translated into
English as Joseph. This led him to the thought of the
biblical Joseph sitting as vice-premier on the throne of
Egypt dealing out food to all the petitioners from the
neighboring drought-stricken countries, including Canaan.

As Joseph’s 11 brothers -- the very ones who had
earlier sold him into slavery and thought he was long
dead -- entered the hall, the Bible tells us he recognized
them at once, although they did not recognize him. After a

certain point, he decided to reveal himself to themn,



stretched forth his hand, and said, to their amazement, "I
am Joseph your brother." So it was that John XXIII
identified himself to us.

In a flash, we understood that the Pope was saying to
this Jewish delegation that he and they were brothers.
Except for a very few in the innermost circle, no one knew
that he was already thinking of convening the Vatican II
Council, which would ultimately deal with the most delicate
questions, including the charge against the Jews of deicide.
This friendly, jovial, almost simple man was offering his
hand in brotherhood and friendship, revealing his inner
feeling about Jews. The air was charged with excitement.

It was an incredible moment.

In the 27 years since then, Catholics and Jews have
crossed centuries of misunderstanding, misconceptions, and
ill will. Although there is still much ground to cover, the
air is filled with hope for further and continuing progress
so that one by one the issues which have separated the two
faiths will be replaced by ties that bind.

At this moment it is fitting to recall and pay tribute
to the memory of Pope John XXIII, who started the march down

the path of reconciliation.

i{‘bbti‘*jr—-ﬁ)‘ ;2th&kn~na~.
Rab Herbert A. Friedman

President

Wexner Heritage Foundation
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The Wexner Heritage Foundation

551 Madhison Avenue Huntington Center Suite 3710
New York. New York 10022 41 South High Street
2123556115 Columbus. Ohio 43215

Fax 212 751 3738 614 464 2772

4 April 1994

Edward Cardinal Cassidy
Facsimile #011-39-6-698-853-65

Your Excellency:

I am delighted to inform you that I have managed to re-arrange my schedule and will therefore
be able to accept your kind invitation to be present at the Vatican this Thursday, April 7th.

I understand from Rabbi James Rudin there will be three events that day: an audience with His
Holiness at 11:00 a.m.; a luncheon at 1:00 p.m.; and the concert at 6:00 p.m.

I will be staying at the Columbus Hotel, arriving Wednesday morning, April 6, on TWA flight
840, and would be very grateful if you would arrange to deliver to the hotel an envelope
containing all necessary invitations and information.

Looking forward to meeting you, I am

Most sincerely,

WA p;'e.afmaﬁ

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman

The Wexner Heritage Foundation
551 Madison Avenue 9th Floor
New York, NY 10022 U.S.A.



The Wexner Heritage Foundation

31 March 1994

Edward Cardinal Cassidy
Facsimile: 011-39-6-698-853-65

Your Excellency:

May I express my gratitude for your kind invitation to myself and my wife to attend the
extraordinary concert on April 7 in commemoration of the Shoah. I have attempted to re-arrange
my schedule on short notice but have not succeeded. I am terribly disappointed, especially since
I have been honored to be in the presence of every pope since Pius XII in 1946.

May I extend to you, concerning whom my friend Rabbi James Rudin speaks so highly, sincere
congratulations on having organized such a dignified program, replete with leading personalities,
beautiful music and an inspirational tone. The respect which your commission is according the
victims of that evil madness will be appreciated by all men of good will.

Lastly, His Holiness Pope John Paul II displays deep sympathy, wisdom and statesmanship by
attending the concert in person. Once again he shows the human aspect of his personality and
is to be warmly applauded.

With heartfelt thanks and genuine regrets, I am

Most sincerely,

el A, Faselar

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman

The Wexner Heritage Foundation
551 Madison Avenue

New York, NY 10022 U.S.A.



COMMISSION
FOR RELIGIOUS RELATIONS WITH THE JEWS

Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity

15th March, 1994

On the evening of Thursday, April 7 next, at 18.00, a Concert will be held
in the Aula Paolo VI in the Vatican to commemorate the Shoah. His Holiness Pope
John Paul II will be present.

The Shoah is a terrible abyss which has thrown a black light on the
frightening depth of human evil. Music, of all the arts, has the capacity to enter
directly into the soul, to clarify the inner reaches of the spirit. It is hoped that the
music especially chosen for this Papal Concert will bring all who hear it together in
remembrance of those horrendous events which must never be forgotten so that they
never be repeated.

It is expected that a number of holocaust survivors will attend, together
with the Chief Rabbi Elio Toaff of Rome, members of the College of Cardinals and
of the Diplomatic Corps accredited to the Holy See, and various world dignitaries.

The Royal Philharmonic Orchestra (London) and the Cappella Giulia
Choir of St. Peter’s Basilica will be conducted by Maestro Gilbert Levine.

On behalf of the Holy See’s Commission for Religious Relations with the
Jews, I wish to assure you that should you wish to be present at this very special
event, you would be most welcome indeed.

I would ask you, however, to let me know if you intend to be at the
Concert, so that a formal invitation may be ready for you on your arrival in Rome. It
will of course be necessary in this connection for usto know where you may be
contacted while here in Rome (Fax: (06) 698.853.65).

Yours sincerely,

Asnt it a»-;:l-f

Edward Idris Cardinal Cassidy
President

Rabbi & Mrs. Herbert FRIEDMAN
The Wexner Heritage Foundation
551 Madison Avenue, 9th Floor
NEW YORK, NY 10022 USA

100120 Vatican City - Tel. 698.84386/698.83071
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Notes From Vatican Trip
April 19%4

John XXII - 1960

Son io‘Giuseppi il fratello nostra

It is I, Joseph your brother

John Paul IT - 1994

"our elder brothers"

10:30 -

Orientation meeting
Roger Tilles
Mordecai Waxman
Ronald Sobel
Fayge Zimmerman
Willy Lowenberg
Clive Marks, London
Bob Keeler
(Newsday reporter)

11:00 -

Audience in Vatican
1. Cardinal Cassigy
2. James Rudin
3. Jack Eisner - rep. of survivors
Pope from Poland paid respect to Holocaust and recognized Israel
4. Roger Tilles (benefactor)
5. Pope - thanked Gilbert Levine
Recalled visits to Auschwitz & Dachau in '79
"This people" is from Abraham
Quoted himself
Said same thing in '86 when visiting Rome synagogue
At this evening concert in '94, the candles will remind us of the Shoah



Pope had negative pressure from Curio. Pope wanted to respect Shoah and recognize Israel in
his lifetime. Today's anti-semitism is unspeakable. We confirm our resolve to cement good
relations between our two communities. We must work harder to encourage bond between
Jews and Christians.

As we listen to the n;usic together we think of Psalm "How good and beautiful it is for
brethren to dwell together in unity.

After audience, Pope
1) greeted each guest individually, while picture was taken
2) took group picture

Lunch
Bishop Pierre de Frey, Asst. to Cassidy
Tuvia Zevi - Pres., Italian Jewish Community
Cardinal Edward Cassidy - energy, intelligence, warmth
English (Irish ?) accent - later learned he is Australian
"We are trying to heal a wound which history has handed down to us."
Tilles gave Cassidy a beautiful shofar.
Minyan after lunch - Kaddish
Nathan Shapell's son - 9 years ago

Waxman

Event was really historic
Each step in process of theological development will go further

Essence of the significance:
150 survivors from 12 countries
They made it.
Pope felt it.

I had conversation with Rudin re implementation, down to inserting a sentence in the actual
catechism which every Catholic kid learns by heart - "Hatred of Jews is a sin. Jews are our
elder brothers."



Concert

7-8,000 seats - weekly Wednesday audience for public
Special section for invited guests.

Cross removed

Six-candle menorah installed

Bruch - Kol Nidre - dull, no vibrato, violincello too high, should be cello - deeper -
also it was directed too slow.

Beethoven - not light or airy. Orchestra sounds wooden, conductor makes extravagant
gestures - they don't respond.

Schubert - Choir 200 - Sobel's cantor, nothing spectacular

Bernstein & Dreyfuss - Read it in Hebrew - almost no amplification in huge hall.
Lost impact. Voice too high. Read with a beat. Long pause at end. Nothing.

Bernstein - Almost couldn't hear finale soloist - then some peculiar clashing.

Second set atonal. Music undistinguished in all aspects - designed to put you to sleep.



NATHAN SHAPELL

April 20, 1994

Dear Rabbi Friedman:

Thank you for sending me the picture from
the Vatican. I do appreciate your picking
this up for me.

It was a pleasure seeing you in Rome and
sharing in this historical event. I hope that
if you are in Los Angeles you will call me and
T will certainly do the same when I am in New
York.

Warmest ap§is,

Rabbi Herbert A. FriAman

The Wexner Heritage Foundation
551 Madison Avenue

New York, New York 10022

SUITE 700 +« 8383 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD + BEVERLY HILLS, CALIFORNIA 90211
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DR. RONALD B.SOBEL

April 19, 1994

Dear Herb:

You are extraordinarily kind and I am grateful
for your thoughtfulness. Thank you for picking up
the photograph and forwarding it to me.

It was a remarkable occasion, filled with
significance and meaning. I am glad we were able
to share it together.

With friendship and great admiration, I am

As ever,

%

FORMED BY THE CONSOLIDATION OF EMANU-EL CONGREGATION AND TEMPLE BETH-EL
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Lowenberg Corporation

44 Montgomery Street

San Francisco, California 94104
Telephone (415) 392-4500

FAX (415) 392-4508

April 18, 1994

Mr. Herbert A. Friedman

The Waxner Heritage Foundation
551 Madison Avenue

New York, NY 10022

Dear Herb,

How nice of you to think of me and send the picture
of me with the Pope.

It was indeed again a great pleasure to see you as
always. Aside from keeping our community together,
the great pleasure I derive out of all of this is
knowing people like you.

I treasure our continued friendship, and I send you
my very good wishes and many thanks for thinking of
me.

Sincerely yours,

e

Williah

. Lowenberg

WJIL:ch
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Islanders bring historic

Vatican concert to life
Holocaust survivors, Pope Fohn Paul I1 to attend

By WINSTON PICKETT _

First there was a Polish Cardinal
from Krakow who became Pope.

Then there was a Jewish conduc-
tor from Cedarhurst, who became
director of the Krakow Philhar-

Now there is a Yom HaShoah
concert directed by a Long Island
arts center, fundéd in part by the
Catholic' Church and a group of
AmericanJews thatincludesaGreat
Neck businessman, and brought
togeﬂler with the aid of Holocaust
suryivorg from 11 countries.

More unlikely still is the concert
pre which includes such
wod:sas ]och‘s “Kol Nidre” and

,Bm:n's “Kaddish,”
and will be held in the Vatican and
broadcast live to millions of Catho-
lics around the world.

On Thursday, April 7, on the eve
of Yom HaShoah, Maestro Gilbert
Levine will conduct the London
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra and
the Vatican Choir of St. Peter's
Basilica in a musical commemora-
tion of the Holocaust. Even without
the backdrop of ast December’s
historic agreement that established

diplomiatic ties befween Israel and |

the Vatican, the event has. all the
makings of a wmcrdledmkwnsh-
Catholic relations.
Consider the program.
Six Jewish survivors from Hitler's
death camps will open the com-

memoration by lighting six uﬂ
representing the six million-
mmdemd during World War IL

mm Harrell will open
ﬁha h's*Kol Nidre,” and

Oifconductthe Royal Phil-

harmonic and the Vatican's Capella
Guilla Choir in works that include
the “Funeral March” of Beethoven's
Ninth Symphony, Cantor Howard
Nevison of New York Temple
Emanu-El singing Schubert’s
Psaim 92 in Hebrew, actor Richard
Dl'cyfus reciting the prayer for the
dead in Bemnstein's “Kaddish Sym-
phony,” and two of the late
composer’s “Chichester Psalms,”
also in Hebrew. -

In attendance will be Pope John
Paul II, Rome's Chief Rabbi Elio
Toaff, more than 50 Holocaust sur-
vivors, members of the College of
Cardinals, and hundreds of Jewish
and Christian dignitaries.

Later the pope will meetprivately
with a group of the cvent’s organiz-
ers, Holocaust survivors and other
Jewishand Catholicofficials. There
will also be a private tour of the

Vatican'’s Judaica collection.
“This isn’t just a musical memo-

rial in a concert hall,” said Rabbi

Jack Eisner

James Rudin, director of interreli-
gious affairs for the American Jew-
ishCommittee. “Thisisthe Vatican.
By it the pope wants to acknowl-
edge that the Shoah was a univer-
sally horrible event that he himself
partly lived through. It is an impor-
tantcommitment to advance Catho-
lic-Jewish relations on a major
scale.”

Perhaps more important is the
medium itself.

“The world doesn’t need another
monument, conference or memo-
rial,” said Rudin. “Only music has

the ability to trunscend religious
boundaries and linguistic barriers.”

As the past chairman of the Inter-
national Jewish Committee for
Interreligious Consultations
(UCIC), Rudin was instrumental in
clearing the way for Jewish en-
dorsement of the event. IICIC,
which is made up of the
MCMH&. the American Jew-
ish Congress, Anti-Defamaticn |
League of B'nai B'rith, the Syna-
gogue Council of America and the
Israel Interfaith Council, officially
represents the world Jewish com-
munity for relations and dialogue
with the Vatican.

Then there are the players, as well
as the circuitous—and frequently
fortuitous—events that brought
them together.

i Levine—who grew up in a Con-

servative household in Cndarhurst,
‘graduated from Lawrence High
School, attended Julliard School of
Music and eamed degrees from

Harvard and Yale Universities—
.became conductor of the Krakow

Symphony Orchestra in 1987 and
has since assumed a role as one of
Pope John Paul II's musical advi-
SOrS.

It was as the director of the pope’'s
“hometown symphony™—the first
time that the post has been held by
anon-Pole and a Jew—that Levine
first established a relation with the
pontiff. A year after taking up the
baton, Levine met with the pope in
his private library for an interview,
during which, Levine said, the
Church leader's “interest and con-
cemn for Jewish issues was made
clear.”” Later that year, in 1988,
Levine directed the Krakow Phil-
harmonic in a commemoration of
the pope’s first 10 years. Last year
he traveled withthe pope to Denver,
where he conducted aconcert mark-



ing the pontiff’s visit to America.

When more than two years ago
Levine suggested the idea of acon-
certcommemorating the Holocaust,
he was fairly certain the response
would be positive.

Despite several recent well-pub-
licized disruptions in Jewish-
Vaticanrelations—among them the
pope’s official welcome to Kurt
Waldheim shortly after the former
Austrian president’s Nazi past was
disclosed, and a lengthy contro-
versy over a convent at Aus-
chwitz—Levine knew that as a
matter of policy, and from his per-
sonal conversations with the pon-
tiff, that Pope John Paul II had
helped alter the Catholic Church’s
anti-Jewish teachings. “I believe he
wants the relations between Catho-
lics and Jews cedified in the Catho-
lic Church and to become a legacy
of his papacy,” said Levine.

What Levine didn’t know, how-
ever, is that his idea for a concert
would take more than two years to
come to fruition. Originally sched-
uled for a year ago, the concert had
been intended as a prelude to nor-
malized relations between Israeland
the Vatican. At that time, said
Levine, the RAI Symphony, the
state orchestra of Italy’s national
television station, had offered to
sponsor the event.

But when a scheduling conflict
forced the RAI Symphony out of
the picture, Levine turned to Great
Neck businessman and philanthro-
pistRoger Tilles for help. Tilles had
previously volunteered his services
when Levine had asked him to raise
money to pay for a choir and other
features of the musical program he
envisioned.

Tilles came to the task well-con-
nected. As founder and president of
the Tilles Performing Arts Centerat
the C.W. Post campus of Long Is-
land University, the Great Neck
businessman put the center’s ex-
ecutive director, Elliott Sroka, in
charge of finding a new orchestra.
When the right fit was made with
the London Royal Philharmonic,
which had performed at the Tilles
Center several times, a new hurdle
appeared: paying the fare for 92
musicians to fly round-trip from
London to Rome.

On the technical level, Levine
knew the Tilles Center was well
equipped. “It is one of the finest
organizers of concerts in the United
States,” said Levine.

For Tilles, the matter was more
basic.

“When Gil originally called me,
we thought theextraexpense would
be around $35,000. When the full
burden of the concert became mine,
that became $160,000,” said Tilles.
After the Tilles Performing Arts
Center took over as producer of the
concert, Tilles reached into his own
pocket before tapping local con-
tributors, and then convinced the
Union of American Hebrew Con-
gregations, of which he is a board

member, todonate $10,000. Intime,
Tilles raised approximately one
third of the cost.

Another third came from an un-
expected source: Holocaust survi-
vors.

One of the first telephone calls
Levine made after the RAI dropped

out was to Jack Eisner. A survivor
of the Warsaw Ghetto,

and befriending Catholic Long Is-
landers through a close friendship
with Msgr. Tom Hartman, and
working for a decade to bring the
two groups together.

One fruit of that labor has been
Project Understanding, founded by
Tilles and Hartman, which sends

six Catholic and six Jewish high

someone who is deeply committed
to Catholic-Jewish dialogue.”
Said Tilles: “It is personally
gratifying to pull so many pieces of
my life together.” For Levine, the
concert represents a synthesis of
his life as amusician and a Jew. “If
my art and my music can serve the
purpose of bringing people to-
gether and honor the

Maidanek, Buchenwald and ‘The world doesn’t need memory of the six million at
Polish forests in which he hid 3 the same time, then it will
as a guerrilla partisan, Eisner another monument, have been asuccess. The fact
was well-connected with the ] is, this is an incredible
survivor community. Earlier, CONference or memorial. Only  wre by the Vatican, to Cgtesn:
the wealthy retired business- memorate the most horren-
man.whl:yqﬂitshistimebc- m‘mu‘emm dous series of events in hu-
tween Israel, New York and man history.”

Poland, had written a Holo- transcend l'e"@m boundaries survivor Eisner goes fur-
caust memoir, The Survivor, ther: In his estimate, the con-
helped finance the renovation and linguistic bamiers.’ cert is nothing less than a
of the third largest synagogue vehicle of redemption from
in Warsaw, and founded the War- | school students, accompanied by a | what he calls the “anti-Jewishness
saw Ghetto Resistance Organiza- | priest and a rabbi, to Israel during | of the Church” and the
tion. Passoverand Easterevery year. This | “diabolization of the Jews for 1,000

*“] was the first to organize large- | year’s trip returns April 4. " years.”

scale public commemorations of “It was obvious that Roger was With this commemoration the
the Holocaust,” said Eisner, now | the perfect person to turn to,” said | Vatican is reflecting on a tragic
67. Familiar with Levine since the | Levine. “He is a rare mixture of | part of its history, recognizing the
conductor began directing the | musical aficionado, fundraiser,and | ugliness that has been done for a

Krakow Philharmonic—at one

point Levine had asked him toserve
as narrator for a production of

Schoenberg's“Survivor from War-

saw"—Eisner went to work with
his contact list.

“1 undertook to assemble 100
leading survivors from around the

world,” said Eisner from his New
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came through.
The results startled veteran
fundraiser Tilles. “Suddenly we

- started getting checks from South

Africa, France, the United States—
11 countries, and more than
$50,000 in all,” said Tilles.

Other funding sources and
tacts seemed to fll into piace. O |
was the RAI, which offered’to '
broadcast the concert live to mil- -
lions throughout Europe and the
world. Another was Sir Sigmund
Sternberg, head of the European
Council of Christians and Jews, who
had helped secure the Royal Phil-
harmonic.

Other important interfaith links
were forged with Baltimore motion
picture executive James Robinson
of Morgan Creek Productions, and
Baltimore's Archbishop William
Keeler, president of the National
Conference of Catholic Bishops.

“It really was Roger Tilles, Jack .

Eisner and the Robinson-Keeler
pair that made this concert happen
financially,” said Levine.

Something else was at work, too.
Call it collective will, moral bal-
ance, or historic opportunity, each
of the major players in this week’s
concert had a personal reason for
forging ahead withoutevensomuch
a sideways glance.

For Tilles, there is a kind of per-
sonal and professional symmetry
that comes with what he calls grow-
ing up Jewishly “isolated and insu-
lated™ in Great Neck, discovering

millennium and saying it wants to
do better, continued Eisner. “When
they stretch out their hand we have
to accept it and try to appeal to the
menschlichkeit of their Christian-
ity.”

For the AJCommittee's Rabbi
Rudin, the concert, while extremely
significant, is part of a continuum of
“more positive Catholic-Jewish en-
counters since 1965 [and the pro-
mulgation of the landmark encycli-
cal Nostra Aetate by Pope John
XX1] than in the first 1,900 years of
the Church.”

It is a path, moreover, that Rudin
believes owes more to Pope John
Paul Il than any other pontiff in the
history of the Church. “We have to
remember that this was the first pope
to speak [in 1986] in a synagogue—
as the premiere Catholic teacher to
Catholics—and declare that the cov-
enant of the Jewish people is imevo-
cable.”

Other benchmarks abound. In
1987, under the shadow of the
Waldheim affair, John Paul Il told a

Miami gathering of ICIC represen-
tatives that there were “no theologi-
cal obstaclesto full diplomatic rela-
tions with Israel.

Said Rabbi Mordecai Waxman
of Temple Israel of Great Neck,
who was president of IJCIC at the
time, “This was the necessary un-

| derpinning, ideologically and psy-

chologically, for the recognition of
Israel.”

And, said Rudin, an equally far-
reaching development may yet
emerge from a 1992 meeting be-
tween IJCIC and Chicago Diocese
Archbishop Cardinal Joseph
Bernadin, at which the suggestion
was made to open the Vatican's
WW 11 archives to non-Church
scholars.

For the present, however, both its
organizers and other interested ob-
serversthink the pope'sdecisionto
host a Yom HaShoah concert will
have an untold ripple effect.

“The fact that the pope chose to
sponsor this shows a real desire to
make a statement about the signifi-
cance of the Holocaust not only to
the Jewish people butto the world at
large,” said Waxman. UAHCpresi-
dent Rabbi Alexander Schindler
agreed, noting that the simultaneous
broadcast of the concert throughout
Europe via Eurovision and on de-
layed broadcast over 300 radio sta-
tions (including public radio sta-
tions in the U.S.) will act as an
antidote to “Holocaust deniers, re-
visionists, and those who minimize
the uniqueness of this tragedy.”

For Eisner, the concert’s papal
backing is without parallel. “To me
it's more than the recognition of Is-
racl, which was a political act,” he
said. “This is atheological act. Thisis
ahuge step that the Church is making
to change its course drastically to-
wards Jews. It may finally take an-
other 50 years,” however, to finally
eradicate anti-Jewishteachingsof the
Church. Inthe meantime, said Eisner.
the emotional impact for the 200 mil-
lion Christians around the world
watching it cannot be overestimated.

“As a survivor who lived for six
years in the camps,” he said, “this i
a culmination of my dream to pre-
vent what happened to me from hap
pening to my grandchildren.”




With a menorah lit in memory of Jews killed in the
Holocaust, Pope John Paul Il welcomed the Chief
Rabbi of Rome. Elio Toaff, to a concert of Jewish
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inspiration at the Vatcan yesterday. Many wept as

the Kaddish was read to Bernstein's music and a.

New York cantor sang the 92d Psalm to Schubert.
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Holocaust Lamentations Echo at Vatican

By JOHN TAGLIABUE
Special 1o The New York Times

ROME, April 7 — Pope John Paul
11 welcomed the Chief Rabbi of Rome
to the Vatican today as guest of honor
at a concert to honor the memory of
the victims of the Holocaust.

**‘Many at that time mourned, and
their lament resounds still,” the Pope
told 5,000 invited guests in the im-
mense audience hall next to St. Pe-
ter's Basilica. ""We hear them here,
too. Their lament did not perish with
them, but lifts up strong, struggling,
heart-rending, and it says, ‘Do not
forget us.' "’

It was the first time that Pope John
Paul, who has sought to heal the strife
between Catholics and Jews, has of[i-
cially honored the memory of the
millions of European Jews killed by
the Nazis on the day Jews have sel
aside for this, And it was the first
time Rome'’s Chief Rabbi, Elio Toaff,
had been received as the honored
guest al a Vatican ceremony.

Just before the London Royal Phil-
harmonic Orchestra and cellist Lynn
Harrell began Max Bruch's varia-
tions on ‘*Kol Nidre," an 1881 compo-
sition for cello and orchestra by the
German composer that evokes the
prayer spoken on Yom Kippur, the
Jewish Day of Atonement, the Pope
made his way down the red-carpeted
main_aisle accompamed by Chief

Rabbi Toall, and the President of
Italy, Oscar Luigi Scalfaro.

In a gesture to emphasize the equal
dignity of the two [aiths, the two men
sat on identical gilt and brocade
thrones next to President Scalfaro.

Earlier, six survivors of concentra-
tion camps, one raising a grand-
daughter aloft, lit six candles on a
large menorah, the ceremonial can-
delabrum, one representing each of
the estimated six million Jews who
perished in the Holocaust.

"“The candles lit by some of the
survivors,” the Pope said, speaking
in ltalian, and briefly in English, after
the music, ''seek o demonstrate
symbolically that this hall has no
narrow himits, but that it contains all
the vicums: fathers, mothers, sons,
brothers, {riends."

“In our memory they aie all
present," he sald. "They are with
you; they are with us."

The menorah has a peculiar reso-
nance for Rome’s ancient Jewish
community. The original candela-
brum from the Second Temple was
brought to Rome by the conquering
soldiers of the Flavian emperors af-
ter they destroyed Jerusalem in 70
A.D., and it Is depicted on the trium-
phal arch erected for the Emperor
Titus, who also settled thousands of
Jewish slaves in his capual,

Rabbi Toaff did not speak al the

concert, but in a statement he said the
Pope’s effort to commemorate the
Holocaust **was much appreciited by
the Jews.”” He said the concert “as-
sumes a sigmficance that goes be-
yond that of a simple artistic event.”

The Pope was most visibly moved,
and many in the hall wept openly, as
the actor Richard Dreyfuss read
Kaddish, the Jewish prayer for the
dead, to Leonard Bernsiein's music

A high point came as Howard Nevi-
son, the cantor ol Temple Emanu-E]|
in New York intoned, in Hebrew, the
92nd Psalm, "O Lord, it 1s good 1o
give thanks,” (o a composition writ-
ten by Schubert in 1826 for the dedica-
tion of a synagogue in Vienna. $

The Pope's acquescence n allow-
ing a service of largely Jewish inspi-
ration within the confines of the Vaun-
can was seen by most Jews attending
as a measure of his efforts 1 em-
brace the world's Jews as the “elder
brothers" of Christians

Concert Follows Recognition

The concert. which was largely or-
ganmized by Gilbert Levine, an Amer)
can conductor who 15 a Jew and o
close acquaintance of the Pope, came
little over three months after the
Pope, buoyed by the progress made in
talks between Israel and the Palesun-
1ans, finally agreed to formal recogni-
tion by the Vatican of Israel.

Some Jews said the Pope had re
vived the revolution in Catholic-Jew-
ish relanons set in motion by Pope
John XXIII and the Second Viatican
Council, which rejected the long-
standing teaching among Catholics
that Jews were collectively responsi-
ble for Christ's death

“Vatican and Holocaust, this 15 nol
an oxymoron any more,”" sanl Mr
Levine. who first met the Pope during
his tenure us music director of the
Philharmonic Orchestra in Cracow,
Poland. where the Pope served as
Archbishop.

Indeed, some among the roughly
100 Holocaust survivors, with chil-
dren and grandchildren i 1ow. felt
they were somehow experiencing the
impossible.

Survivors Recall

Al an audience earlier i the day,
Jack Eisner, u survivor of the 1943
Warsaw Ghetto uprising who hives in
New York, told the Pope: "My
Grandma Hannah had 11 prandchil-
dren. My Grandmother Musha had 20
grandchildren. Only 1 alone survived

“As a young boy Browmng up
prewar Warsaw, | feared crossing the
sidewalk next 1o a church.” he said
“Now, some 50 vears later, the un
thinkable 1s happening. ™

Erwin Herling, 74, who survived
the camps at Auschwitz and Maitthau-
sen, added, **"When the Pope shook my
hand, | had the feeling 2,000 years of
Jewish suffering had come 10 some
kind of turming point *'

The Pope, he said, demuonstrated,
“that there 1s a way to hve‘together in
harmonv and peace ™'



Night of Harmony

Vatican Holocaust concert helps heal ancient wounds

By Bob Keeler
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Vatican City — The long, difficult re-
lationship of Catholics and Jews, 2,000
years of frequent dissonance and mutu-
al suspicion, rose in a triumphant cre-
scendo of harmony last night at a histo-
ry-making concert in the halls of the
Vatican.

Gathered at the very heart of Ca-

tholicism, Pope John Paul Il and the .

leaders of Italian and world Jewry to-
gether observed Yom Ha-Shoah, Holo-
caust commemoration day, marking
the Nazi slaughter of 6 million Europe-
an Jews. Together they listened to a
program that included the Hebrew
words of Leonard Bernstein’s ‘‘Chich-
ester Psalms” and his “Kaddish” Sym-
phony, named for the traditional Jew-
ish prayer in memory of the dead.

“To say Kaddish inside the Vatican
means for me that Jews no longer have
to consider themselves outsiders and

that there is a shared spirituality,” said
who narrated

actor Richard Dreyfuss,
the symphony. .

Along with about 100 others who
contributed financially and otherwise
to the concert, including Holocaust sur-
vivors, Dreyfuss attended a special au-
dience with the Pope earlier in the day.

At that audience the Pope listened
thoughtfully to Jewish leaders and sur-
vivors, then responded with a ringing
condemnation of anti-Semitism. At
times some in the audience wept quiet-
ly, like Donna Bojarsky of Los Angeles,
who cried as she listened to the words
of reconciliation and thought of her
mother, a Holocaust survivor whose
birthday was yesterday. “It was mov-
ing,” she said.

As a young man, John Paul saw for
himself the ferocity of the Nazis, and in
recent years he has made pilgrimages
to Auschwitz and Dachau.

*1 welcome the survivors of the terri-
ble experience of the concentration
camps who honor us with their pres-
ence,” the Pope said. “The concert this
evening is a commemoration of those
horrifying events. The candles which

T C

matic relations. In a recent interview
John Paul strongly expressed his sup-
port for the right of Jews to their home-
land in Israel, called the Jews the “el-
der brothers’ of Catholics and repeated

“John XXIII started the process;
John Paul 11 is pushing the process fur-

ther,” said Rabbi Herbert Friedman of

Manhattan, who attended the meeting
with John XXIII in 1960 and the papal
udience v
audience and last night’s con-

‘The candles which we burn . .

ar L O

The day was especially moving for
concentration camp survivors such as
Jack Eisner of Manhattan, whose own
life embodies the epochal changes that
the audience and concert signal.

“As a young boy growing up in pre-
war Warsaw, [ feared crossing the side-
walk next toachurch,” Eisner told John
Paul. “Now, some 50 years later, the
unthinkable is happening. The most in-
fluential and powerful church in the
world and its majestic spiritual leader of
a billion souls is extending its hand of
friendship to me,
the Jewish boy

will keep hefore us the
long history of anti-Semitism which culminated in the
Shoah . . . Humanity cannot permit all that to happen
again.’

— Pope John Paul 11

with Jewish and Catholic leaders from
around the world, gathered for the con-
cert in the 7,500-seat Pope Paul VI hall,
in the shadow of St. Peter’s Basilica.

As Eisner and other survivors fin-
ished lighting six candles for the 6 mil-
lion slain Jews, the two honored guests
walked in together: the Pope and the
chief rabbi of Rome, Elio Toaff. In addi-
tion to the Bernstein works, the haunt-
ingly emotional program offered Max
Bruch’s “Kol Nidre’’ concerto, the
third movement of Beethoven's Ninth
Symphony, and a Franz Schubert set-
ting of Psalm 92.

we burn as we listen to the music will

Semitism which culminated in the
Shoah. . . . Humanity cannot permit
all that to happen again.”

Yesterday's events capped a series of
recent developments that have helped
to ease 2,000-year-old frictions and to

the progress of the
keep before us the long history of anti- P25¢ i o

and complicated
history of our twao

cert pleced an
To hear ex-

emotional seal on
from the Warsaw
cerpts of Max ghetto.”

What was missing from the program
was as telling about the Vatican’s atti-

‘This is a Bruch's setting of The day was tude as what was in it. For one thing,
uniqu_e. an ex- the Kol Nidre - filled with warm Tilles said, the Vatican removed for the
traordinary mo- prayer and of Richard Dreyfuss re- gestures. The concert a huge cross that usyally hangs
ment in the long citing Kaddish from Leonard Bern- Pope greeted in the hall. For another, the Vatican

rejected a Gustav Mahler piece, appar-
ently fearing that his presence on the

each of the survi-

stein"s Kaddish Sym :
; RhQ/W, cal vors and others at

(718) 896-6969 and enter cate-

heal the hurt that Jews felt over what
they considered the timid response.of
Pope Pius XII to the Nazi extermina-
tion program at the time of the Holo-
caust,

Pope John XXIII began changing all
that at an emotional appearance in
1960 before Jewish leaders honoring
him for his role in saving 1,000 Jewish
tl:;xildun in Turkey during World War

In 1962, John XXIII convened the
Second Vatican Council, which set in
motion a chain of events that erased
from the church’s liturgy a Good Fri-
day Erayer for the “perfidious Jews”
and brought about “Nostra Aetate,” a
key document making it clear that
Catholics should not blame Jews for
the death of Jesus.

At the end of last year the Vatican
and lIsrael reached agreement on diplo-

ancient faith com-
munities,”’ said
Rabbi A, James

gory 4482,

the private audi-
ence one by one,

Rudin, inter-reli-

gious affairs director of the American
dewish Committee. “It is a moment
that will not come our way ever again
. . . Because words and weeping fail
us, as finite human beings who believe
in an infinite God, we must turn to the
divine gift of music to form a mystical
bond of remembrance between heaven
and earth, between life and death, be-
tween past and future.”

Roger Tilles, the Long Island devel-
oper who was a prime fund-raiser and
organizer of the concert, told the Pope:
“Thank you for bringing the power of
your commitment to commemorate the
Shoah together with the unique power
of music.”

N’-LAJ%AG\Y l vg A@l"f\ M

then posed for a
5 group photo with
them. Later, at a lunch hosted by Tilles,
the developer presented a shofar, the
horn that Jews use at the Jewish New
Year, to Cardinal Edward Cassidy of
Australia, president of the Commission
for Religious Relations with the Jews.
The process that led to the concert
began with a suggestion from Gilbert
Levine, who conducted the Royal Phil-
harmonic Orchestra of London last
night. Tilles became involved as a prin-
cipal fund raiser, and his Tilles Center
&t the C.W. Post Campus of Long Is-
land University did much of the musi-
cal organizing.
Last night many of the leaders of Ita-
ly's 40,000-member Jewish community,

program might offend Jews, since he
eventually converted to Catholicism.
“Their sensitivity has been amazing,”

. Tilles said.

At the close of the concert, John Paul
spoke feelingly about the Holocaust,
first in Italian, then in English. “I wish
to invite all of you to observe a moment
of silence in order to praise the Lord
with the words which He will suggest to
our hearts,” the Pope said, “and to hear
once more the plea, ‘Do not forget us!”

_The whole day had tremendous sig-
nificance. “I really think that it’s going
to be a turning point,” said Monsignor
Thomas Hartman, who runs TeLlcare,
t‘he television arm of the Roman Cath

to turn to the next item on the Jewish-
Catholic agenda: implementation at the
grass roots.






