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10 January 2002

The Story of the U.S. Army Talmud

By: Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman

At the Chrysler Museum in Norfolk, VA on May 22, 2001 there took place a
unique ceremony to dedicate an exhibit. The object of the exhibit was an edition of the
basic volume of Jewish law called the Talmud which was published in Germany by the
U.S. Army shortly after WWII. There ceremony also honored Leonard Strelitz, a leading
citizen of Norfolk and a national leader of American Jewry. A group of his friends had
acquired a set of the Army Talmud (19 volumes in all) and Leonard’s widow Joyce,
together with these friends arranged for the exhibit. Representing the U.S. Army at the
ceremony was the Chief Chaplain.

The publication of the 19-volume set of the Talmud by the Carl Winter printing
plant in Heidelberg, Germany, sponsored by the United States Army, was a phenomenon,
a rarity, an incredible story which can only be understood in the context of post-war
Jewish experience in Europe. Here is the context.

The insane cruelty of the Nazi regime murdered the: largest portion of European
Jewry and burned millions of books as well as people. The ragged survivors in 1945 had
no homes to which they could return to their past, no land of refuge which could serve as
their future, no hopes on which to build a new life. They were called refugees or
survivors or displaced persons, DP’s — and they wandered throughout Poland, Lithuania,
Romania and the eastern provinces of Russia.

There was no State of Israel yet, but there was an underground force called
Haganah, one of whose functions was to protect the Jews living in Palestine, and another

function was to help organize the ragged band of wandering Jews of Europe. The safest



place of refuge was the American Zone of occupied Germany. The American flag and
the American Army betokened safety. And the Haganah acted as the shepherd, helping
the hapless to cross borders, moving westward, using trains, trucks and basic foot-power.

When the war ended in 1945, General Eisenhower visited some concentration
camps, was visibly upset and turned to a Jewish chaplain, Major Judah Nadich, to give
him advice as to what the army could do to offer relief to these bedraggled remnants.
The idea was born that the commanding General needed an Advisor on Jewish matters.
Eisenhower was going home. His successor was 4-star General Joseph McNarney. The
idea was formalized at the War Department in Washington and a civilian official was
appointed with the title of Advisor on Jewish Affairs to the Commanding General. The
Advisor carried a simulated rank of two-star General, which entitled him to have a
uniformed officer as his deputy. The advisor was Rabbi Philip Bernstein of Rochester,
N.Y., and he called me from Berlin to become his deputy. Our office in the 1.G. Farben
building in Frankfurt was next door to General McNarney’s office.

In July 1946 more than a year after the war was over, a pogrom took place in the
Polish town of Kielce. Forty-two Jews were murdered and laid out around the fountain in
the town square. This started a flight of panic. McNarney sent Bernstein and myself to
Poland to assess the degree of panic and its effect on people fleeing to get into Germany.
We wrote a report to McNarney estimating that 150,000 Jews would be fleeing toward
the American Zone. McNamey sent Bernstein to Washington to obtain direction from
President Truman, who immediately ordered McNarney to keep the border open and
accept all Jews in flight.

That humanitarian decision resulted, during 1946-1947, in the establishment of 64
Jewish DP camps throughout the American Zones of Germany and Austria containing

250,000 Jews, some from as far east as Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan in Russia.



This large DP population was supported by the U.S. Army, the Jewish Agency of
Palestine and the Joint Distribution Committee. The DPs created an overall body of their
own, called The Central Committee of Liberated Jews in Germany, to which General
McNarney gave a charter of recognition.

The Central Committee had a chief rabbi, Samuel Snieg and his assistant Rabbi
Samuel Rose, both of whom had lived through Dachau. These two men generated a plan
for printing the Talmud and gathered their arguments in a plea to the U.S. Army:

“Would the Army make a major effort in rebuilding that culture which the Nazis
had sought to obliterate, thus vindicating the finest principles for which American
democracy stands? Would the General print the Talmud in Germany? An edition
published in Germany under the auspices of the American Army of occupation
would be an historic work and make a tremendous contribution to the morale of
the DPs.”

Then the two DP Orthodox rabbis turned to Philip Bernstein, the Advisor to the
commanding General, beseeching his assistance and intervention. Though a Reform
rabbi, Bernstein took on their cause, as did I. On August 29, 1946, in his official
capacity, he submitted to General McNarney a short “Memorandum on Publication of the
Talmud.” By October 8, McNarney’s Headquarters justified the “extensive undertaking”
to General Lucius Clay, the military Governor of Berlin. Thus began the inevitable
march through channels until the project landed on the proper desk of Colonel William
Paley (later head of CBS), the director of information control. His approval followed, but
he pointed out there was an incredible shortage of paper. The number of Army libraries
functioning in Germany was 50, and that was the number of Talmud sets which the Army
would provide, so the DP’s in their camps who wanted to study the Talmud could go to
the nearest American library and draw out a volume or two at a time, since each set

contained 19 volumes.



The official authorization came on February 4, 1947, when General McNarney
explained to Rabbi Bernstein and me that the original request for 3,000 sets was not
possible, but that 50 sets could be provided at this time at Army expense and, McNarney
continued, “It has been further agreed that the American Jewish Relief Agencies will
provide at a future date the paper stock for the subsequent printing of all copies of the
Talmud in excess of the 50 sets.”

That opened the door for the Joint Distribution Cornmittee, American Jewry’s
major relief agency, and the Vaad Hatzala (Orthodox) to move into the picture. The Joint
provided two sets of the Vilna Talmud (no easy matter, since no Talmud was being
printed in the U.S. and none was to be found in Europe), to be photocopied and plates
made. The Joint also scoured Sweden for paper — all this at its expense.

The actual printing started in November 1948 and the first volumes were planned
to be sent to the U.S., for two international conferences, one by the Joint and one by the
United Jewish Appeal, as well as presentations to President Truman and General
Eisenhower. Two other volumes were targeted for President Chaim Weizmann and Chief
Rabbi Isaac Herzog in Israel. The publicity prepared for all these events never occurred.
The War of Independence was raging in the new State of Israel, and publicity fanfare did
not seem appropriate. In May 1949, General Lucius Clay received his volume, as did
General Mc Narney, as did President Weizmann and Rabbi Herzog. Various numbers
have been offered as to exactly how many sets were actually printed. There seems to be
no official number.

The Paris office of the Joint accepted the responsibility of shipping sets to various
destinations. All told, Paris thought it had 650 sets for export. The destinations were as
follows: 500 — to Israel

50 — remaining in Germany for army libraries



60 —to U.S. and Canada

22 — France and Algeria

10 — Italy

5 — Hungary

5 —Morocco

3 —Tunisia

5 -1 each to South Africa, Greece, Yugoslavia, Norway and Sweden
—550

Rabbis Snieg and Rose, Rabbi Philip Bernstein and myself were each given a set in
appreciation for our direct and active involvement in the final success.
Rabbis Snieg and Rose wrote the dedication printed in the first volume.

“In 1946 we turned to the American Army Commander to assist us in the
publication of the Talmud. In all the years of exile it has often happened that
various governments and forces have burned Jewish books. Never did any
publish them for us. This is the first time in the thousands of years of Jewish
history that a government has helped in the publication of the Talmud, which is
the source of our being and the length of our days. The Army of the United States
saved us from death, protects us in this land, and through their aid does the
Talmud appear again in Germany.”
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August 3, 2001

Dear Herb,

Thanks for the WJC newsletter containing the Talmud article. It WAS
gratifying. I'm enclosing a tape of a piece done by WHRO, our local PBS
affiliate, that | think is splendid (despite the fact that | am decidedly
UNtelegenic!) | thought you'd enjoy it (after fast forwarding thru the first
local bit). Perhaps you might have some ideas as to further uses for it.

So glad your health is improving and that you're back in harness again. I'll
be in NY Aug. 16th and 17th on my way to Europe, so if you have any time
then, call me.

Thanks,

g o

5200 Hampton Boulevard  Norfolk, Virginia 23508-1598 ' P 757.889.9400 F 757.489.0007 E info@whro.org | hitp://www.whro.org
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change. What particular source of en-
ergy contributes more relief and does
not emit any emissions of any con-
sequence? Nuclear energy. The nuclear
industry contributes 22 percent of the
power generated (n this country. We
haven't done & thing in that area.

When we talk sbout gasoline prices,
why are they so high? Obviously, It Is
the law of supply and demand. Even
Congress can't change that. We haven't
built a new refinery in 25 years. The
last new one was built in my State of
Alaska. The demand is up and we have
more people driving.

An interesting thing to notice, while
we have other sources of energy for
power generation, is that America
moves on oil. I wish we had another al-
ternative, but we don't. Our ships, our
trains, trucks, cars, alirplanes—we
don’t fly in and out of Washington, DC,
on hot air. Somebody has to drill the
oil and refine it and transport it and
put it in the airplanes, and so forth.

My point is clear. We don't have any
other alternative for energy to move
America, other than oil at this time.
The technology simply doesn't exist.

We haven't built a new coal-fired
plant in this country since 1895. Sud-
denly, we find that our electric trans-
mission lines haven't been expanded,
our natural gas transmission lines
haven't been expanded. That ls why we
have an energy crisis. That is why It is
different than ever before. It has all
kind of come together like the “perfact
storm.” Everything has come together
because we haven't had a policy. We
haven't acted and now the American
public is saying: What's going on? Why
can't Congress fix it? Congress is polnt-
ing the finger at everybody and every-
thing, blaming each other Instead of
moving ahead in a bipartisan manner.

The Democratic leadership refuses to
put energy on the priority calendar for
this body. I find that unconscionable.
America's No. 1 pricrity is nowhere on
the Democrats” list. 1 think, by holding
up this process, they are holding up the
prosperity of this Nation. One of our
freedoms is to have plentiful and af-
fordable supplies of energy. Our stand-
ard of living, to a large degree, is de-
pendent upon that. Do we want to
change that standard of living? Clear-
Iy, we do not. We want to advance that
standard of living by bringing on af-
fordable energy, alternative energy.

A lot of people say, well, conserva-
tion is the answer. Conservation is im-
portant. We can do a better job, but it
will not make up the deficiency that
exists. Some say alternatives. Some
say renewables. But they constitute a
very small percentage, even If you In-
clude hydroelectric, which is a renew-
able. Renewables constitute less than 4
percent of the total energy mix in this
country. I wish they contributed more.

I am just afraid the Democrats would
rather see this energy issue as a par-
tisan issue, as opposed to a bipartisan
victory for both Republicans and
Democrats. I can only reach the con-
clusion that the Democrats are pulling
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the plug on the energy solution, fig-
uring they are better off to attack the
President, the White House, big oil,
than to address the problem. If they do,
we are all going to be left in the dark.

1 thank the Chalr, and I yield the
floor and suggest the absence of a

quorum

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
CoRZINE). Without objection, it is s0 or-
dered.

— e —

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask umnan-
imous consent that there be a period
for morning business, with Senators
permitted to speak for up to 5 minutes

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it Is so ordered,

————

SURVIVOR'S TALMUD DEDICATION
CEREMONY

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, 1 rise
today to share with my colleagues an
historical event which took place at
the Chrysler Museum In Norfolk., VA
on May 22, 2001. The event memorial-
izes a remarkable chapter in Army his-
tory that occurred after Word War I1.

The event was the dedication of the
Survivor’s Talmud Exhibit which was
done in honor of a truly great man,
Leonard Strelitz, by his close friends.
The story of the Survivor's Talmud
speaks to the strength and resolve of &
very determined people of Jewish faith
some 54 years ago; and, to the resource-
fulness and caring of a handful of 1J.S.

Army soldiers.

Today, I place in the CONGRESSIONAL
ReECORD excerpts from the ceremony
that convey the historical and spiritual
splendidness of this extraordinary tale
to include: the Invocation, by Rabbi
Dr. Israel Zoberman, spiritual leader of
Congregation Beth Chaverim in WVir-
ginia Beach: Remarks and Benediction
by Major General Gaylord T. Gunhus.
Chief of Chaplains, U.S. Army; and Re-
marks by Mr. Marvin Simon and Mr.
Walter Segaloff, hosts of the evening’s

events.

Due to Senate business on the day of
the ceremony, 1 was not able to attend
s0 I am also placing in the RECORD a
copy of a letter I wrote to be read dur-

Iu:g the wmmony
this magnificent exhibit tours

I:hroughont. the country, I hope it will
instill in younger generations the crit-
ical importance of preserving hurnan
rights, individual dignity, and freedom.
It will remind future generations of the
incomprehensible sacrifices of the
World War II generation and their need
to always remain alert to prevent a re-
occurrence in the future.

I ask unanimous consent to print the
material to which I referred.
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There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed In the
RECORD, as follows:

REMARKS OF RABEI DR. ISRAEL ZOBERMAN

Mekor Hachaim, Source of All Life, Our
God, Goodness’ Guide, Dear and Distin-
guished Friends and Guests:

We have gathered on a momentons occa-
sion at this snchanting setting of the Chrys-
ler Maoseum of Art, dedicated to civiliza-
tion's creative oelebration of life, mindful
that our Norfolk and Hampton Roads are
home to the military might for sacred free-
dom's sake of the world's sole superpower,
allowing the homan anterprise to [ourish
into a blessing. Here from whence our heroic
sons and daughters salled to brave history's
harshest storm of World War II, we recall

ish people and ontold saffering to humanity.

I stand before you, profoundly awed, son of
Polish Holocaust survivors who spent from
1947 to 18489 with my family in the Displaced
Persons Camp of Wetzlar at Frankfurt, bene-
fiting from & much appreciated reassuring
at a trying time of turmoil and
transition. The printing for us of the Talmud
on German sofl facilitated by the U.S. Army,
save the Jewish sool, was an act of endur-
lnnm:hnu always cherish. We knew
miraculoas physical perseverance
u‘lm rooted in our
spiritoal heritage that was Hitler's
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indeed. along with
this being the beginning of the traveling
treasured exhibit sponsored by the American
Jewish Historical Society. Leonard’s tow-
ering stature propelled him to rise to new
helghts of commitment. caring and compas-
sion. A great American, the prophetic vision
was [olfilled in him with both the lion and
lumb dwelling in his big heart of a troe lead-
er with commanding presence. He singularly

tled State of Israel, as well as a tender lamb
in support of all worthy causes with the
crown jewel of the Leonard H. Strelitz Diabe-
tes Institutes at Eastern Virginia Medioal
School, placing personal success to serve the
public sgenda, most ably prodding others to
follow suit, for none could refuse him.

To him, his dear wife Joyce who nourished
and sustained him and the entire family, our
heartfelt thanks. Leonard’s inspiring legacy
is forever intertwined with oot tradition's
best impulse and the noblest in our nation's
character, shining testimony to his faith's
abiding message to all of shalom’s promise,
purpose and peace. Let us say Amen.

[Rabbi Dr. Israel Zoberman, spiritual lead-
er of Congregation Beth Chaverim in Vir-
ginia Beach, i{s President of the Hampton
Roads Board of Rabbis and Chairmen of the
Community Relations Couneil of the United
Jewish Federation of Tidewater. He was born
in Kazakhstan {n 1845.]

SPEECH AND BENEDICTION BY MAJOR GENERAL
GAYLORD T. GUNHUS

On behalf of the United States Army, it is

with great pleasure that I accept this plague.

Thank you for this symbol. of youar gracious

recognition for the service our Army ren-

dered to the Jewish community in post War
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Germany. It 1s an honor to be here today te
acknowledge the events that led to the priot-
ing of the Sarvivors Army Talmud and to ac-
knowledge the role United States Army lead-
Brg had in making the Talmud printing pos-
sible.

Most Americans are unaware of the history
and story, which we have heard and cele-
brate today.

Europe in the mid 20th century, a site of
the worst carnage and evil in the modern pe-
riod, was freed at great cost a cost few of us
here were able to witness first hand.

This Great War of liberation agninst the
forces of totalitarianism, posed for the entire
world, then and now, an open guestion. Can
mankind find the goodness within the soul to
defend against the impulses of tyranny and
hatred? This is A guestion we must answer
daily for oorselves, and for the sake of our
children, the heirs of the [oture.

1t is with great pride in the values, which
our pation represents, that I stand here
today. This pride, which we share in com-
mon, is tempered by the knowledge of the
sacrifice and courage of those, who in times
past, gave their lives for onr fondest hopes of
liberty.

We Ekmow that a Iree nation must rise
above the simple pride bestowed by victory
in war. A free nation, if it desires ta be
great, muast be the servant of freedom and
the defender of dignity for every man and
woman. The Army of our nation in post war
Europe, was then, and is today, maore than a
mighty physical force

Similarly, the pxint.ine of the Talmuod in
Post War Germany is more than simply the
printing of books., The event for which we
gather today to commemorate and honor,
the restoration of the Jewish religions and
caltural life in Germany after the defeat of
Nazi forces, is the result of many {ndividoals
labor and courage. Some of these leaders
were men {n gniform some were not, some
were religious leaders some were not, but
each was connected by a common commit-
ment to tarn back the tide of darkness that
had spilled across the continent.

For me, this event signifies the values and
principles of our pation and the institotion
that I serve, the United States Army.

It would be my hope that every citizen
could witness this exhibit and read the his-
tory that helped bring back the light to
those that may otherwise have lost hope.
May the words of the Scriptures ever be
heard, “Hear O Israel: The Lord oar God, the
Lord is one.”

On behelfl ol (Army Chief of Stafl) General
{Eric) Shinseki, and all the members of the
Army, past and present, thank you for your
gift of gratitude and this symbol of apprecia-
tiom.

BENEDICTION

As we conclude today's ceremony honoring
the many participants including the 3rd U.S.
Army for bringing the light of the Torah to
the victims of persecution. we are ever grate-
ful, as Americans and men and women of
faith, for the blessings of freedom and privi-
lege of living in this great land. We ask.
Lord, that you watch and protect our brave
soldiers who stand guard over the nation
throughout the world.

May this magnificent Army Talmud Ex-
hibit serve as a polgnant reminder that Your
Word, is the “tree of life for those who grasp
it, and all who upheld it are blessed. Its ways
are pleasantness and all its paths are peace.”’
And. as we read, in Proverbs (6:22-23) “When
vou walk, it will lead you; When you lie
down, it will watch over you; And when you
are awake it will talk with you. For these
commands are a lamp, this teaching a light.”

Let us, as people of God, work together fo
build a world free [rom lntolerance and prej-
odice. All this we ask in Your name. Amen,

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —SENATE

EXCERPTS FROM REMARKS OF WALTER
SEGALOFF

Good Evening everyomne. 1 am Walter
Begaloff and I want to thank you for joining
us for this very historic occasion.

This evening is special for two reasons—

Pirst, we deal with a forgotten chapter in
our history. that is “The Story of the Jeow-
ish—Displaced Persons—From 1845 thru
1849""—and the unigquoe part that the United
States Army played in that tragedy.

Becondly, we honor Leonard Birelitz
through the dedication of the Army Talmund
Exhibit to him. Many of us knew Leonard as
“our leader' or affectionately as “*the Don of
the Sonthern Mafia.” He was the one who en-
ergized so many of ns, the one who solicited
us, and by way of example through his and
his brother Budidy's and their family's ex-
traordinary level of giving set an example
that we willingly and in many cases
“unwillingly" foliowed. Most of the time we
felt better about our giving, we felt prouder,
for we knew we were making vital contribao-
tioms to the birth of a nation and the gath-
ering in of the remnants of the Holocaast—
the displaced persons of Enrope.

I would like to recognize s number of peo-
ple who are in the audience tonight for this
occasion:

TRADOC Chief of Chlpllins. COL Douglas

Oh.ryaler Museum of Art {n Norfolk;

Dr. Michael Feldberg, Director of the
American Jowish Historical Society in New
York City;

Dr. Arthur Kaplan, chairman, of the Tide-
water Jewish Foundation and his wife Phyl-
Us;

Philip 8. Rovner, Executive Director of the
Tidewater Jewish Federation;

Ms. Annabel Sacks, President United Jew-
ish Federation of Tidewater:

Mark Goldstein, Executive Vice President
of the United Jewish Federation of Tide-
water;

Rabbi Michael Panitz of Temple Israsl who
prepared a pamphlet on the Talmuod that is
availahle at the exhibit;

Joel R. Rubin, President, Raobin Cawley
and Associates;

U.B. Sepator John Warner.

We are privileged to have with us a truly
unique group of people who honor us with
their presence—Local Holocanst Survivors:

Esther Goldman:

Alfred Droyfus;

David and Brinia Hendler;

David Katz;

Brania Drucker;

Hanns Loewenbach;

Kitty and Abbott Saks;

Aron Weintraub who lived in a DP camp
after World War II in Germany.

Tonight the Jewish Community in Hamp-
ton Roads Virginia representing Jewish peo-
ple everywhere is pleased to dedicate an ex-
hibit commemorating the decision by the
United States Army 5 years ago, in post war
Germany to print complete sets of the Bab-
vlonian Talmud for the sarvivors of the Hol-
ocaust.

It was a remarkable humanitarian gesture
and was evidence of the great spirit of our
nation and {ts kindness to people who have
been beset by human tragedy that defied
comparison or imagination.

Later in the program you will hear from
Marvin Simon how this exhibit and program
came about.

In preparing this exhibit, Dr. Michael
Feldberg from the American Jewish Histor-
ical Bociety expressed his enthusiasm for the
project and noted: **. . . I nnderstand that
Leonard’s Hebrew name is R-YEA (aryon),
which means lion, and that his family name
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Strelitz in Rossian means steel. We wounld all
agree Leonard was truly a man with a lion's
heart and a will of steel. His leadership and
personal example inspired countless others
throughout the country—through them—
through us—his work continges to this
day. .. ."

A brief overview of the primary reason we
are here tonight which is to thank the U.8.
Army for their role . . . During these historic
times.

During 1945 and 1946. American Jewish or-
ganizations such as ORT and the Joint Dis-
tribution Committee lobbied to improve the
Jewish DP's living conditions. At their urg-
ing, President Harry 8. Truman appointed
the Harrison Commissgion to investigate the
treatment of Jewish DP's. The commission
reported, ''As matters now stand, we appear
to be treating the Jews as the Nazis treated
them except we do not exterminate them.
They are in concentration camps in large
numbers under our military guard instead of
S.8. troops. One is led to wonder whether the
German people. seeing this, are not sup-
posing that we are {ollowing or at least
condoning Nazi policy.”

Traman ordered General Dwight D. Eisen-
hower, commander of U.S. forces in Europe,
to “'get these people out of camps and into
decent housing until they can be repatriated
or avacaated . . . I know yoa will agree with
me that we hava a particular responsibility
toward these victims of persecution and tyr-
anny who are in our zone . ., We have no bet-
ter opportunity to demonstrate this than by
the manner in which we ourselves actually
treat the survivors remaining in Germany.”

Part of restoring their lives meant reinvig-
orating Judaism. Remember, along with ho-
mans, the Nazi's burned Jewish books, syns-
gogues and schoals. By 1845, not one com-
plete set of the Talmud could be found in Eo-
rope.

i?‘ter Truman's memo to Eisenhower, con-
ditions got much better followed by a high
level mission of American Jewish leaders in-
cloding Rabbi Stephen Wise who visited the
campé in a show of support for the DPs and
Rabbi Wise thanked the U.S. Army and Gen-
eral MeNarnary when he said “At its highest
levels, the U.S8. Army has become sincerely
and deeply Involved in the effort to make
camp life bearable, restoring f{reedom and
dignity to the survivors of the Holocaust,”

The Army was showing the very best side
of American humaniterianism in its han-
dling of a civilian refugee =ituation, a task
for which it was not trained.

With the U.S. Army's encouragement, a
“Charter of Recognition" was written. The
U.S. Army was saying something that no
other arm of any allied government was yet
willing to say—that the Jewish DP's must be
recognized as different. All other DP’s could
be repatriated to a homeland; only the Jews
were without one.

The difference conld be remedied by a po-
litical decision beyond the Army’s capa-
bility. But in the meantime, the Army would
declare, in effect, that Palestine had to be
recognized someday as the DP's homeland.
Thus, the most important military arm of
the United States was accepting the basic
premizses of the Zionist movement. How re-
markable!

I quote from part of Rabbi Herbert Fried-
man's book “Hoots of the Future™.

He writes “No matter which camp in Ger-
many I visited, I kept hearing the name of
Babenhausen. It became a symbol for rest-
lesaness, for the huge problem of being stuck
in camps withouat a solution for the future.
The guestion grew more persistent: “When
will we get to Palestine?"

About two months later, I was able to help
supply an answer. David Ben-Gurion, chair-
man of the Jewish Agency, was in Paris, en
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ronte to Switzerland. He wanted to visit a
refugee camp—not a model operation, but
one in which he could see the true, rough
fiber of DP life. I took him to Babenhaunsen.

Ben Guorion was the clear and undisputed
leader of the Jewish population of Palestine
(about 600.000 at that time) and the leader of
world Jewry's thrust toward a sovereign
atate. He was a fighter—the small, c¢ocky,
bantam rooster—the charismatic, world fa-
mons symbol of the Zionist force.

For the occasion, we utilized the camp's
largest stable, with a small stage at one end
and standing room for thonsands of people.
Ben-Gurion's presence did indeed produce an
electric wave of excitement. So many DP's
crowded in that it seemed almost all of the
camp's 5,000 residents were pressed into that
area. They knew that this dynamic, white-
haired man was their link with a history
they thought had forgotten them.

For the first time, there were smiles inside
the gates of Babenhauser, and then came the
inevitable question—poignant, pleading, un-
certain, wavering, but persistent; ““Whexz,
Mr. Ben-Gurion? When will we go to Pal-
estine?"”

As Ben-Gurion listened to those guestions,
he began to weep, the only time in my long
relationship with him I saw that happen. The
tears fell slowly. He spoke throogh them,
quietly bot firmly. I remember his words al-
most exactiy:

*I come to yoo with empty pockets. I have
no British entry certificates to give you. I
can only tell you that you are not aban-
doned, you are not alome, yon will not live
endlessly in camps like this. All of yoo who
wish to come to Palestine will be brought
there as soon as is hamanly possible. [ bring
you no certificates—only hope. Let us sing
our npational anthem—Hatikvah which
means Hope.™

In that way, the people of Babenhausen un-
derstood that their anloved camp was not
the end of the line but a way station on the
road to freedom.

After the apparent absence of God doring
the maniacal years of their torment, the sur-
vivars were not strong in religious faith, But
they were fierce in their ethnicity; they
clung to each other desperately and were
loyal to their peoplehood. And, thus the rea-
s0n we are here tonight—to honor the U.S.
Army for their onderstanding, sympathy,
and the morality of their conduct and their
help in providing books of traditional signifi-
cance.

The rest of this remarkable story which 54
vears later brings us to tonight is left to
Marvin Simon, Sepator John Warner, and
our guest speaker—Lucian Truscott IV and
to Major General Gaylord T. Gunhuos, Chief
of the U.8. Army Chaplains.

I now call on another giant of our commao-
nity who was the lead benefactor of this
project—the man who made tonight possible.
He has worked closely with the American
Jewish Historical Society to make sure the
exhibit tells the story, both of the Survivor's
Talmud and of Leonard Strelitz. Please wel-
come Marvin Bimon.

INTRODUCTION OF SPONSORS BY MARVIN SIMON

Please welcome onr guest Senator Chock
Robb—a friend of many of you—a long time
proven friend of Israel and the Jewish peo-
ple—Senator Robb

INTRODUCTION OF SENATOR JOHN WARNER

In 1846, a delegation of DFP rabbis ap-
proached General Joseph MoNarney, com-
mander of the American Zone of Occuopied
Germany, asking that the Army publish &
Talmud. McNarney understood the symbalic
significance of their request and received as-
sistance from General Lucian Truscott who
had socceeded Geperal George Patton as
commander of the 3rd Army.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —SENATE

The grandson of General Lucian Trascott
is Historian Luocian Troscott IV and we are
pleased that he is with us this evening as our
keynote speaker.

Mr. Truscott, whose [ather was & Waest
Point graduate and Colonel in the Army, is
the oldest of five children. Mr. Truscott
gradoated from West Point in 1969, then
made a name for himself by revealing a seri-
pus problem with heroin abuse that existed
in the service, a revelation that at first did
not sit well with the Army and led to his dis-
charge.

Lucian Trascott subsequently became a in-
vestigative reporter for the Village Voice,
then the best anthor of Dress Gray. consid-
ered one of the best novels ever written
about West Point. It became a television
mini-series, Mr. Truscott then wrote Dress
Blue, a riveting novel about Vietnam. He hag
also written screenplays and today lives in
Los Angeles,

Please welcome Lucian Truscott IV.

INTRODUCTION OF JOYCE STRELITZ

It is my pleasure now to bring yoo some-
one who needs no introduction to this aodi-
ence. Joyce Strelitz. Tonight the benefactors
would like to thank the following for tonight
would not have been possible without their
invalpable participation, work and support
in the coordination of the Survivors’ Talmaod
exhibit and dedication.

Thank you to:

American Jewish Historical Society. Iixec-
utive Director, Dr. Michsel Feldberg:

Chrysler Maseum of Art, Director Dr. Wil-
liam T. Hennessey and a truly wonderfal
stafl;

Rubin Cawley and Associates, President
Joel R, Rubin;

Rabbl Michae! Panitz, Temple Israel in
Norfolk;

Headquarters TRADOC, Ft. Monroe;

Ft. Eustis Public Affairs;

Ft. 8tory Public Affairs;

Mr. Mark Goldstein, Executive Director of
the Tidewater Jewish Federation and Ms.
AnnaBelle Sacks, President of the Tidewater
Jewish Federation;

Dr. Arthur Kaplan—President of Tidewater
Jewish Foundation;

And last Philip Rover, Executive Diractor
of the Tidewater Jewish Foundation who did
a truly wonderful job in a leadership role, his
organizational skills, follaw throogh and
support, made doing this project a pleasure.
Thank you Philip, Beth Jacobsen. and Fllen
Anital and the rest of your staif.

U.8. SENATE,
Washington, DC, May 22, 2001,
To the Special Participonts and Guests of the
Survivors' Talmud Dedication Ceremony
and members of the Strelitz Family:

It is with extreme disappointment that I
pen this note to be read in my stead at to-
day’s ceremony. I had planned until one jhour
ago to be with youo bot the only thing sen-
ators must do is to vote, so here I must re-
main—voting—on legislation to provide fed-
eral tax relief.

My thoughts, however, are truly with you
a8 the Borvivors' Talmud Exhibit is dedi-
cated and a long awaited '"Thank you' is de-
livered to the U.8. Army. This extraordinary
story speaks to the strength and resolve of a
determined people and it is in honor aof a
great man, Leonard Strelitz.

In a war ravaged Europe, Army solciers
managed to gather scarce resources, that
“officially" did not exist, in order to putilish
the Talmud. By the end of 1948, 100 coples
had been puoblished and & brave people had
renewed hope for their future.

That is the historic past; now we look to
the fature. The citizens of this community
bhave joined in this commemaorative event to

June 22, 2001

preserve a unique chapter of history for fo-
ture gemerations to more fully understand
the sacrifices, losses. and the courage of the
Waorld War I generation.

With great homility I mention that I was
& yvoung sailor in the closing months of
World War II, and today, I experience stun-
ning disbelief of how few of this generation
heve any remembrance of that period of his-
tory. Foture generations must always re-
main alert to prevent abuses of homan
rights, individual dignity, and freedom. I
thank those present tonight for their vigi-
lance and recognition of the initiatives of
the citizen soldiers of Waorld War I1.

With kind regards, I am

Sincerely,
JOHN WARNER.

QUESTIONS ON CONCEALED
WEAPONS LAW

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, last
Wednesday the Michigan Supreme
Court heard oral arguments on whether
or not the State should allow a new
concealed weapon law to go into effect
without being put before the voters in
a referendum. | oppose the law because
it would undermine the authority of
local gun boards and explode the num-
ber of concealed weapons on Michigan's
streets. As the Justices deliberate this
issue. recent press reports have raised
a number of disturbing gquestions about
the law.

For example, how will the corner
drug store deal with a suspected shop-
lifter knowing that every person could
be legally armed? Will emergency
rooms and bpard rooms be filled with
armed citizens? If so, what will that
mean for public safety? Think about it.
One Michigan employment expert per-
haps described it best: ‘‘How many
times have people seen others react to
situations or stress in the workplace,
or react to a situation and think, if
they had a gun?"’

A recent article from the Oakland
Press in Michigan refers to a bumper
sticker that says, “‘An armed society is
a polite society.” While I am all for im-
proving civility, T don't believe that
arming our citizens is the best way to
achleve it. And, T hope that I don't
have the opportunity to be proven cor-
rect.

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT
OF 2001

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. President,
1 rise today to speak about hate crimes
legislation I introduced with Senator
KENNEDY in March of this year. The
Local Law Enforcement Act of 2001
would add new categories to current
hate crimes legislation sending a sig-
nal that viclence of any kind is unac-
ceptable in our society.

I would like to describe a terrible
crime that occurred July 26, 1990 in
New York City. A gang of men shout-
ing anti-gay slurs attacked three men.
Seven men were arrested in the attack.
One victim was slashed on the face and
another was cut. The assailants picked
up the third and threatened to throw
him in the Hudson River.
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Memorial Day Story: Talmud Published by U S. Army
A Rare Edition of WWII ‘Survivor’s TalmudlsforSaIe in Lsrael,Askmanoe, $12,000

By PETER HELLMAN

m

NEWYORK—Intemsted in col-
lecting Judaica
bilia? Have we got a Memorial Day
special for you: An ultra-rare 19-
volume set of the Babylonian Tal-
mud that, believe it or not, was
published in 1948 by the U.S.
Army, to whom it is dedicated.

It was printed in the heart of
what, just three years earlier, had
been the Third Reich. The full set.

in need of a
being offere gy Colors of
Jerusalem, a Judaica
Jewish Qnaner of the Old Cmv
The price is $12,000.

Why on earth the Army
publish an edition of the Talmud?
The unlikely story starts in 1946,

when Jewish displaced persons
who'd survived Shoah

‘pied zone ufGelmauy They'd kept

their lives but lost their holy books.
In many cases, pious Jews had
bemﬁomadbythe Nazis to throw

0 into bonfires.

fmnnuchester N.Y., then a spe-
aaladﬁseri;otheU.S military

Germany, General

Ioseph McNarney. Would Bern-
stein try to the Army to
-authorize the printing of a new edi-
tion of the Talmud? So far as any-
one knew, no gentile entity had
ever agreed to do such a thing.

McNarney was sympathetic to
itaq governor
Clay. But the &i’fﬁculﬁes were
W i'hﬂt S0 scarce in
Europe, even for the victors, that
military memos were turned over
and typed on again. Printing sup-
phaswﬂealwdlfﬁcultmmeby
To the bureaucrats who
Bernstein’s request, the Talmud
was as much a puzzlement as it is to
many secular Jews. One scribbled
a note asking if the language would
be “Hebrew or German?” Key sup-
port came from Colonel William
Paley, commander of the Army’s

“information control” division in
Germany. The elegant chairman of
CBS in civilian life, Paley was as
secularized a Jew as one could
imagine. Another eloquent propo-
nent was young Menachem

then | in Paris,

destined to become the I.ubavitch-
er rebbe. “The reprinting of this
vast treasure would have been an
occasion for rejoicing at all times,”
he wrote. “In our present day...[it]
is not only a fitting monument to
our great trgsedy. but it fills an

all odds, the U.S. Army
approved the publication of 50 sets

af:heTalmndeebtmy( 1947
; from

paper — far more than the army
eeu!daﬂot As it was, paper of dif-
ferent types was requisitioned for
the project, meaning that not all
pages in each volume would look
alike. With no local Talmuds avail-
able to copy, two sets were import-
ed from New York. Zinc plntes
were used in th:ptinmg

bottom of the ﬁthpse
illustration, frmicd by?li:m
wire, of two

lud;npmpqlmtrﬁbandapnb

‘never fi

‘the U.S.
Hebrew and

R MW s
WS VIS e

STV W e -
L o ]
mn‘mbﬂ-

> nmn‘r’n .

adadicnnm to
Am written in both
| English, ending with
is: “The Jewish DP’s will
the impuls-

es..of the American forces, to

e 80 much.”
to Ms. Feinberg,
Survivor’s Talmud

were split up after publication,
with single vo being given to
individual rabbis. A few complete
sets can be found in libraries,
including the Library of C
Currently, Ms. Feinberg knows of
no other full set for sale,

For Ken Schoen, a Jewish book

dealer in South Deerfield, Mass.,

what’s touching about the Sur-
v:umr’s Talmud is that “these Jews

who’d survived the Shoah did just
what the Jews did who went off to
Yavneh after the destruction of the
Second Temple.” “They knew they
had to get back to basics,” says Mr.
Schoen. That meant studying
their holy texts.

Ms. Feinberg won't disclose the
name of the previous owner of this
copy of the Survivor’s Talmud. But
she does say that it ended up in the
hands of a Jewish chaplain in Ger-
many. He returned to America
with it, only to move to Israel the
1970s. After the chaplain’s death,
the T?‘]rfnnd was solg‘:this chil-
dren. “For me,” says Ms. Feinberg,
“I love that it made aliya.”

But if the director ﬁe Ameri-
can Jewish Historical Society,
Michael Feldberg, has his way,
this Survivor’s Talmud could end
up coming full circle. “I am work-
ing on finding a donor who’d buy
it,” says Mr. Feldber 5& “for pre-
sentation to the Jewish chapel at
the U.S. Military Academy at
West Point.”




From: Jamie Goldberg <jamie@wexner.org>

To: joel@rubincawley.com, jstrelitz@aol.com
Subject: Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman

Send reply to:  jamie@wexner.org

Date sent: Tue, 15 May 2001 09:39:13 -0400

Dear Mr. Rubin,

Rabbi Herbert Friedman has undergone an angiogram on May 8th,
a carotid artery doppler examination on May 11th, and an
angioplasty to be performed on May 17th. The medical advice of
his doctors clearly states that he should not make the trip to
Norfolk on May 22.

He has researched the history of the Army Talmud and written a
full report which is attached and can be read in whole or in part by
anyone you designate. Or, if you prefer, the document can be
xeroxed and distributed to the audience.

He expresses sincere regrets that he cannot be present, for he had
deep affection for Leonard Strelitz in whose honor this Talmud is
dedicated. And he has a personal interest in the project for he
worked hard in 1946-47 to bring it to completion.

He is truly sorry not to be able to attend.
Sincerely,

Jamie Goldberg

Assistant to Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman

Attachments:
F:\USERS\Jamie\HAF\HAF Norfolk speech.doc

Jamie Goldberg -1 - Thu, 17 May 2001 10:59:01
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May 16, 2001

Rabbi Herbert Friedman

The Wexner Heritage Foundation
551 Madison Avenue

New York, NY 10022

Dear Rabbi Friedman,

I knew that the Archives had to have additional information on the Talmud
project, and I finally found the files in question. Enclosed please find
selected photocopies, which may provide you with a fuller picture of the
enterprise.

My apologies for the delay.

Sincerely,

Shelley Hettand Iz

Reference Archivist

The Joint Distribution Committee receives its funds primarily from American Jewry through rhe Jewish Federations of the Unired Stares and
the United Jewish Communirties. The JDC also receives funding from World Jewish Relief of Grear Britain and UIA Federations Canada.
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TO:

FROM:

MEMORANDUM

The Files October 27, 1988

Theodore D. Feder

The Jerusalem Post of 12 October 1988 carried an article entitled

"Talmud from the Ashes."

the Babylonian Talmud at the request of the Rabbinic leaders. In 1946
the Army agreed to print the Talmud. A throw-away line in the article
states that "The Joint Distribution Committee helped with the

financing." A misnomer, to say the least. Without our involvement the

Army would have printed 50 sets. Our participation was responsible for

500 sets coming off the press.

The facts:

1.

The Rabbinical organization represented by Rabbi Samuel Snieg
and Rabbi Shmuel Rose were part of=i=masewit of the "Committee
of Liberated Jews of the U.S. Zone of Germany." This committee
was completely subventioned by JDC and had their headquarters
across the street from the JDC office at 3 Siebert Str., in
Munich. What all this means is that the JDC was very much
involved in the whole project.

There was an "advisor of Jewish affairs" to the Commander-in-
Chief of the U.S. Army in European headquarters in Frankfurt.

In addition, Rabbi Herb Friedman was in this office, and Abe
Hyman. I can't recall who obtained a good copy of the Babylonian
Shas, the Army or the JDC. It could even have come from the
archives were Jewish treasures were stored.

When the U.S. Army agreed to print fifty tracts, Dr. Joseph
Schwartz asked JDC-Munich to use their ingenuity to find the
paper to print up 500 sets. One must recall that war-devastated
Germany with rationing was hardly a place to order special
paper! Obstacles were overcome and all the varieties of paper,
pages, binding, etc., were obtained.

JDC also involved itself in providing tramsportation, our
vehicles, trucks, and gasoline for a constant movement of proof-
readers to Heidelberg from Munich. 4

Gues Py 4PC
Mention was made that the U.S./K;my gave the printers extra K __ _
"rations," The rations in kind!were far superior thaﬁfwaéaiﬁé“sb
the printers and the many religious persons involved in this
interesting project.

It covered a project of the U.S. Army to print

glve?



"

Everybody knew about the project. The leadership of our committee
in Munich were certainly not religious, but were very much moved
by this gesture of the U.S. Army to print a Shas and, of course,
our important involvement. It was known in all the DP camps and
mentioned by the Rabbis in their speeches at services.

The U.S. Army gave our committee a special status by attaching

a Lt. Colonel as a liaison officer. His name was Colonel Scithers,
a fine, understanding individual. I recall a conversation with
him explaining what the Talmud represented. He knew approximately
what it cost to print. When he told me, I pointed out that the
cost of printing this magificent document was about the cost of
one light tank! He replied that the Army was not paying for it
and that it was being charged to the German Government as part

of the occupation costs!

When the printing was over the 500 sets were moved into our
warehouse. Akiva Kohane and Monek Einsiger took over.

I believe the JDC set up a special committee to make the
distribution. That story is no doubt in the files.

Ted Feder

TDF:ad
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% IRC U.S. Zone Hgs.
Vol. Soc. Div.

APQ Ln7, U.S. Army

November 3d, 1SLG

P NO.
TC: Mr. Judah Shapire
AJIC  Paris
RE: TIalmud.

I want to give you a short progress report on where we stand on the printing of
the Talmd. ;

As of today, the first 8 volumes of 650 copies each have been printed, with an
anticipated 1} to two volumes per month for the remaining volumes.

We heve mzde arrangements for binding and the first volume will be bcund within
the next six weeks after which the averzge duration for binding will be approx-
imstely two weeks for each volume, The cost prodlem is somewhat complicated with
new cost items entering into our calculation from time to time. On the basis of
the best calculations which I am able to make at thies time and in order to remain
as close as poscible to the 18,000 dollars originally granted for this project, I
have decided to print the 650 volumes of each set, but to bind only 500, holding
in reserve for subsequent binding the balance of 150 from each set. So far as I
am 2ble to figure it out now, this may hold us within the allocated sum. It will cos
us 5.5 deutschemarks per veclume for the binding.

Within about six weeks from now, we will have then completed the first volume
boxed and packed ané ready to be shipped with additional volumes being issued at
the rate of approximately two weeks for each volume. A problem of storage
presents itself when the first volume is cempleted. I am sure that you are
aware what 650 copies of each volume means in terms of svace. I, of course,
have rocm enough in Schlelissheim, but I hesitate storing the Talmud there for it
iz not weather-proof and in my judgment it would be mach better to ship it to a
more vrotected warehouse in France.

There is alsc the problem of distribution and I believe that you ought to sit
together with Rabbi Sneig and Rabbi Bose (the two prime movers in the Talmud
project) to discuss this problem. I have indicated that I prefer

a) that immediately upom completion of each volume that it be packed and
shipped to Paris and

b) that the final list of individuals and organizations to receive these
sets is vested in your hands.

There was a raising of eyebrows on both of these points.

I think you ought to plan on a trip to Germany within the next few weeks so that
we can open up the books (I mean the acccunting books and nct the Talmud) and reach
;;55 g:cia}ans in which I think you ought tc be involved, Ma

you can find the time to write. Best rdgards; i ¥ 1 hear from i

SLHE/11

(signed) Sammel L. Haber.
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- To: Mr, S, Tershansky = A.J.D.G/few York
From: Judsh J, Shapire « AJ,D.C. Paris
Bes Pu'bl.‘..catinfof the Shas

In reply te yeur letter # 2917 ef October 18, I csn inform yeu that
during Mr, Eaber's stay in Paris last week, I discussed with him the
status of the preject ef the printing ef the Talmud ia Germany, At
the present time feour velumes are cempletely printed, but it is heped
that from new en 2t least ene velume & week will be cempleted., The
great difficultyuntil new had deen paper, but sufficient supplies have

'- new been ebtained se that paper will ne lenger be &n ebstacle and the
press werk will centimme regularly, At the expected rate of work
frem new en, Mr, Haber estimates that iy mgystillbe pessible far the
Talmud te be cempleted by the beginning ef 1950, There is enly ene
rems2ining bettle-neck, and that is binding. I have explained te Mr,
Haber that if binding centinues to be & preblem, ®c sesn ag it iz off
the press, it should be sent te Parie where there are ne bsttle-necks
in getting beeks beound, I cén enly tell yeu thet we think we have
eliminated mest of the ebstacles that have been in eur way until new,
and we hepe that the pace eof werk frem new en will permit us te have
& complets Telmud early in the ceming year,

Ve are alse cellecting requests fer the Talmud se that when we are
prepared te distribute velumes, we shall be 2ble te ship sut all
the prierities immediatéyafter,

Js/vh |

‘The loint Distrbution Committee receives ils funds in the Uniled States through the United Jewish Appeal. Outside
of the United States, the Joint Distribution Committee has the aclive- cooperalion ol the South Afncan Jewssh? Appecl
United Jewish Relief ncies, Canada ; Centrol Beilish Fund, Orgamzocion Ceniral de Ayuda, Argentine ; Comites Auxilior
do Joint, Beazil; United Jewish Overseas Relief Funds, Austrsiia ; Joint Relief Committee, Mexico; and otbers,
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Paris Letter #3216

Mrs, Henriette K, Buchman

American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee
270 Madison Avenue

New York 16,

U.S.A.

Dear Henrietta,

I see from today's mail that you are back on the job once again., I do hope
that you had a good vacation. I do not know what you were seeking, because people
generally require so many different types of satisfactions from their vacations.
Whatever it was you wanted - rest, excitement or a chance to contemplate the JDC
program - I hope that you found it,

I shall try to bring you up to date on several matters, though I do not believe
I am far behind because I sent material on right along during your sbsence,

1, I have been hearing from Carl Urbont and everything is quite in order. ke is
expected to be here on August 22, the hotel reservation has been made, and he
understands the exact nature of his assignment, Laura Margolis and I have set
aside a good deal of material with which he can start to acquaint himself, imme-
diately after his arrival, We have let it be known in France that a new staff mem-
ber will be available to deal specifically with the educational and cultural pro-
grams and there will be much work for Mr, Urbont to plunge into almost immediately.
I have explained to him via correspondence of the necessity to make haste slowly
and to make himself quite familiar with the background of thelsitustion and with the
stfucture and policy of JDC before attempting to move rapidly, I have made my own
plans in such a way as to be available to him for the first several weds of his
stay so that he can obtain all the briefing and guidance that are always so necessary
in the early stages of the job,

2, Mr, Shamah is now in lMorocco, A brief and somewhat cryptic hote from Morris
Laub indicates that the immensity of the problem is overwhelming Mr. Shamah himself,
What the result of the experience will be is hard to foretell, He may either
recognize the tremendous difficulties and restrain his usual enthusiastic attempts
to solve complete problems with the snap of his fingers, He may also, of course,
wish to see a program undertaken which will eliminate the whole cluster of problems
at once, At any rate, my original letter to you suggesting some discussion with

Mr, Shalom about the position of Mr, Shamah, is still in order. I have also written
to ¥Mr. Tarshansky explaining that the candidacy of lMr. Ben Nathan should be

directed to the Ozar Hatorah organization, 7



3. In the case of your inquiry about the two points in the Austria report, I can
give you the following information., Dr. Schwartz has indicated that it is perfectly
proper for lir, Trobe to enter into discussions with the Ceatral British Fund, geiting
them to support any special phase of the present program. Ir. Trobe has been asked
to send up copies of all correspondence in this connection so that we will be
informed of thess discussions and of any decisions reached. Ve shall be glad to
pass on to you such information as we receive. As for the situation of the Rabbis
who dbd not seem to be making such progress in moving on, I reported this to Dr.
Schwartz, and to }r, Jordan, Mr., Jordan had planned to be in Vienna soon after my
visit and he told me that he would look into the question and see how it might be
handled, 1 have no further information on this point.

L« The project of the printing of the Talmud in Germeny is beginning to settle

down somewhat, as & result of my request to Dr. Schwartz and !ir. Beckelman that the
Department of Education be charged with the coordination of +all phases of this
special program, The bizgest obstacle thus far has been the fact that innumerable
individuals have each had a finger in the pie and it was almost impossible to obtain
direct information at any time about where the matter stood. Naturally, the
ultimate decisions will have to be arranged with the participation of the administra-
tion, but the Department of Edgcation will serve as the coordinator of the entire
project until its completion.,” Here is the latest information Dr., Schwartz has made
availeble the sum of $18,000 for which we should obtain 650 sets of the Talmud, 18
volumes to a set., Vhen the decision was reached it was assumed that that amount of
money would actually purchase a thousand sets, but the change in currency and the
scarcity of paper reduced the number of sets to 650, One week ago we were informed
that the situation had become worse and that it now seemecé that we would either have
to add more money to obtain 650 sets or if we couléd spend mo more, we would probzbly
have to reduce the quantity to 500 sets, As I write, Dr, Schwartz has a memorandum
on this and within the next few days, we shall probably have his decision. Ve have
also notified zll our Country Directors and Department Heads that the procedure to be
followed for anyone requesting a set of this Talmud is to submit the application to
the Department of Education. I _am enclosing seyeral copies of the mimeographed
memorandum giving this information which you may use as you see fit, If Dr, Schwartz
indicated some confusion on this point, it was probably because he was away when we
organized this proeedure, ;

5. There is still no decision on exactly what is to be done in Italy. We have had

a considerable amount of discussion on the problem and the issues are money as well

as a policy of involving local participation in any program that we umdertake, It

is apparent that any program will require a period of continuity of appeoximately

3 yeers, and it is extremely difficult for JDC to undertake a program over that period
of time, My own report and recommendations attempt to offer a way in which we

could undertake the total program on the basis of only ammuel commitments, I am
enclosing a copy of my report, I would suggest that this report be regarded as con=-
fidential uwntil such a time as we are prepared to indicate what we are going to do
about it,

Judah J. Shapiro
Director of ILducation



July 22, 1949

Tos 411 Country Directors and Departrental Heads
From: Judah J, Shapiro
Re: Printing of the Talmud in Germany

Considerable publicity has been ziven to the printing of the Talmud in
Germany which has resulted in many demands for copies, The information in
this <onnection has become distorted and I am writing to bring to your
attention the facts in the matter, and the procedure to be used in applying
for copies of the Talmud.

The American Military Govermment is printing 50 copies of theTalmud to
consist of 18 volumes, AJDC has undertaken to pay for the cost of 650
additional sets made from the same plates, Volumes paid for by AJIC will

be available for distribution and every effort will be made to place these
important books in such a way as to encourage Talmudic learning, Naturally,
important institutions and outstanding Rebbis will be considered first, It
is obvious that the mumber of 650 sets is small for the many requests that
we are receiving., All requests for the Talmud must be received by the
Department of Education of AJDC in Paris which will maintain a list on the
basis of which distribution will finelly be determined by the Executive Council
of AJDC. We bring to your attention the inadvisability of promising volumes
to anyone and suggest that all legitimate requests be turned over to the
Department of Education in order that a complete list may be available when
the volumes are printed, It is estimated that the printing job will be
completed by approximately January 1950,

Judah J, Shapiro
Director of Education and Cultural Reconstruction
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Raphael Levy, Publicity Director

"The cultural treasures destroyed by the Nazis and the books which they 3
burned can never be replaced, any more than our 6,000,000 dead martyrs can be re-
stored to us, But the printing of this new edition of the Talmud in Germany rep-
resents a small measure of moral restitution to the Jewish people for all we have
lost."

The speeker was Rabbi Solomon Shapiro, reporting last week at JDC's inter-
national headq-uart.ars, 270 Madison Avenue, New York, after three years of dis-
tinguished service ns JDC Religious Director for Germany and Austria,

"Through this printing & full cycle has been completed —- this is the first
Hebrew religious work to be printed in Germany since Hitler came to power," Rabbi
Shapiro stated,

As he spoke, the young rabbi gently opened a copy of the "Tractate on the
Sabbsth," the first volume of the "Talmud of the Shearith Hapletah" (Surviving
Remnant)" to come from the presses in Heidelberg, Germany, in an operation under-
taken jointly by the United States Army and the Joint Distribution Committee, ma jt
American agency alding distressed Jews ebroad. JDC funds used in the printing we:
received from the $250,000,000 campaign of the United Jewish lpp'ul.‘

_"When you pick up this Talmud," the rabbi declared, "you hold a bit of
history in your handa. Coples of this Talmud are to be sent to all rabbis who
ware ever DP's, and to seminaries and religious institutions in Europe whose
libraries were ravaged by war and the Nazis, Outstanding seminaries in Israel ar
the United States will also receive copies,

"Wherever there are Jewish communities, anywhere in the world, they will
coms to treasure this 'Talmud of zho Shearith Hapletah' as reminder of one of the
most tragic periods in all Jewish history, and of the incredible, almost miraculc
revival that is beginning to follow out of it,

"The new Talmud," Rabbi Shapiro said, "is the result of a plea for its pul
lication approved in 1947 by General Joseph T. McNarney, then U, S. Military Gow

nor of Germany. The plea was made by the combined rabbinate of the DP areas, le

vy Rabbi Samuel Abba Sneig, DP Chief Rebbi of Germany, and formerly a distinguis
rabbi of Lithuania, The plan for the Talmud's publication had the endorsement a
active support of Rabbi Philip Bernstein of Rochester, General McNarney's adviso
un Jewish Affairs, (more)

:'-.‘E-!';?'i. =
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"The act of the United States Army in authorizing the publication of the
Talmud," Rabbi Shapiro stated, "deserves highest praise and is in full conformit
with the great democratic tradition of religlous freedom in the United States,
Army not only authorized the publication, but egreed to underwrite the printing,
production and publication costs of fifty sets, The JDC then underwrote the pri
ing of 1,000 additional sets, The dedication of the new Telmud is to tha United
States Army."

In their plea for publication, the DP rabbis pointed out that during the

j Nazi terror Hitler systematically destroyed Jewish books of learning, and in per

ticular had stripped Germeny and other occupied areas of tha Talmud, At the time i 1
of their plea practically nont of the various religlous sominaries and rabbis pre
in Germany possessed full editions of the Talmud for study,

With each volume measuring 11 by 16 inches, and numbering 500 pages, the r

g

Talmud is the 52nd edition to be printed, and is modeled after the world-famous
"Vilna Shas" generally considered the best sdited publication of tha Talmud, The
entire edition of 1,050 seta of tha ]_,7“!1!!!9 "Talmud of tha Sheerith Hapletah," L
) is scheduled to be ready by the end of 1949, Eight volumes have already coma off

the presses at Heidelberg, The final volume will contain articles by Dr. Joseph
J. Schuartz, Chairman of JDC's European Executive Council, and Rabbis Bernstein g
and Shapiro, I

A copy of the first published volume of the new Talmud, the "Sabbath
Tractate,” has alrsady been presented to General Lucius B. €lay, who succeeded
General McNarney as 1,5, Military Governor for Germany, and who facilitated the
actual publieation,

iver opy to Chaim Weizmann

Before he returned to the United States, Rabbi Shapiro spent six weeks in

Israel on behalf of the JDC, and with Rabbi Sneig presented a second copy of the

Sabbath Tractate to Dr. Chaim Weizmann at the Israeli President's home in Rehovol s
"in the name of the thousands of Jews in Garman DP camps still waiting to go to ,/ :(;
Israel, " 1 "lt:* :
s Tha youthful Rabbl declared, "Dr, Weizmenn said to me: 'On behalf of the T'
people of Israsl I want to thank those who made this Talmud possible —- above all “?::-'
the Americen Army and the JDC'," .:,i"'

During his stay in Isrzel, Rebbi Shapiro visited about a dozen of the 20

reception centers which had been set up by the Isreeli Government for the new

arrivals whom JDC was bringing each day by ship and by plane from Europe, Asia, Br

North Africa, Bverywhere, tho Rabbi said, he met former DP's, men and women whom

he had known in Germany. ( )
more T U
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Former U, S. Army Chaplain

A member of a distinguished rabbinical family, Rabbi Shapiro is a graduate
of Yeshiva University in New York, and of the Cleveland Rabbinical Seminary. Born
in Rumania in 1915, the young rabbi won two battle stars during World War II as a
U. S. Army Chaplian in the Pacific area, where he saw action °n the island of Iwo
Jima ;nd elsewhere.

After the war, Rabbi Shapiro served for a time as Jewish Chaplain for the
U. S. Military Academy at West Point. During his service with the Army and JDC,
he has been oh leave from his post as Rabbi of the Jewish Center of Violet Park

in the Bronx. He was formerly secretary of the Bronx Council of Rabbis.

+ & #
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270 Fadison Ave,

Mew York, N. Y.
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~For Release

Raphael Le Fublicity Director
? o i Thursday, May 26th

N s -
st JOC PRINTS TALMUD TN CEUANY;

Gal, CLAY GETS FIRST COPY

"] bless your hand," said the bearded rabbi, "in presenting to you this volumt
embodying the highest spiritual wisdom of our people," In Berlin headquarters of
the United States Army last week; chief DP Rabbi Samuel Rose clasped the hand of
Gen. Lucius D. Clay and presented the retiring U, S. Hilitary Governor with the
first copy of the first Talmud printed in Germany since the rise of Adolf Hitler,

Present at the historic and solemn ceremony, held just prier to Gen. Clay's
departure to the U, 5., were American and DF Jewish leaders from throughout Germany
including Harry Greenstein, on leave as Zxecutive Director of the Jewish lelfare
Fund of Baltimore, who is serving as adviser on Jewish affairs to the Amy in
Germany; Samuel Hzbaep, JDC Direclor for Germany; Fesach Peikatsch, Chairman of the
Central Committes of Liberated Jews; and Rabbi Solomon Shapiro, of the Bronx, N. Y.
Director of JDC rellzious activities in Germany.

The gift to Gen, Clay was ane of -l_;050' ¢copies of the Babylonian Talmud
published in Germany by JOC (which paid for the printing of 1,000 copies) and \
the U, 5. Army (which finaneed the printing of the first 50), Magnificently
printed and brilliantly illti.lli'l‘lnt.ed; the new edition will serve to replace the
hundreds of volunes destroyed in Nasi bonfires during the Vazi decade,

Flans for printing the Talmud in Germany were drawn by JDC as long as two year
ago, when DF rabbis issued a call for cowies of the compilation of Jewish law,
ethics and philosophy which comprise the volume, ‘orking in close cooperation with
the Civil Affairs Division of the 1, S. idlitary Government, JDC flew two Talmds
to Germany from the U. S. to provide a guide for the basic text, then set out to
procure the paper, the ink and other printing supplies necessary for production, i

A German plant in Heidelberg, requisitioned by the lilitary Government, printed the

I1 ;ooks.

This week JDC began to distribute the new Talmuds it had printed in Germany.
Every DP rabbi will receive one — those still in Germany as vell as those who

have emigrated to Israel, the U, 5. or other lands,

#H#
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. ' March 11, 1

Mr, David Nlles
The White Houge
Waghington, D, C,

Dear Dave:

The Joint Distribution Committee would like to have your advice and cooperation

in bringing to the attention of the publie a most umusual event -~ the publica-

tion of the first edition of the Talmud printed in Germany since the rise of

g:u-. ?upuntm.rm-mmmummummnd States
vernnent!

On August 29, 1946, Rabdl Philip Bermstein, then Adviser to Genewal Joseph T,
Nellarney, Military Govemmor of Germany, transmitted a letter to the United States
Militery Covernment in behalf of Orthodox Jewish Displaced Persons, requesting
permission for the publieation in Germany of the Talmud, V¥ith General MeEarney's
epproval, the Civil Affairs Division of the Military Government authorised the
printing of fifty sets of the Talmud in March, 1947, A special printing plant
at Heidelberg vas requisitioned by the Ammy for that purpose, The publication
of the Taluud was requested in order %o facilitate the carrying forward of reli.
glous Jewish 1ife and instruction in Hitler's Germany, 3By the act of the HNili-
tary Govermment, the United States Government became the sponsor and oublisher of
thas work,

In May, 13947, the Joint Distridution Committee -- major American agency aiding
distressed Jews overseas -- was asked %o supervise the printing project and take
charge of the distridution of the printed eopiles. A% that time the JDC under-
took to finance the printing of an additional 1,000 sets of the Talmud for dis-
tribution in Germany and other areas. The first wolume of this historic edition
came off the press at the end of 1548,

It is our thought that we should like to present the first sopy, suitadiy in-
goribed, %o President Truman, Dr, Jossph J, Schwarts, diresctor of JDC's
Iurepm activities, will arrive in this country atout March 18th and will be
here for several weeks, I wonder if it would be possidla for you to help us,
if you think 1t advisable, to arrange to bave Dr, Schwartz and Rabbi Fhillp
Bernstein, and perhaps melf present & cony $o the Preosident at a suitable
time nftar March 18th,



E Mareh 11, 1949

:-, David Niles

i

-2 -

The publication in Gemany of this important Body of Jewish civil and canomical
lav whiich the Talmud reuresents, and vhich hasg gerved %, inspire and gulde great
religious figures for generations, is an event of genuine importance, Por it was
in Germany that Nagi tyranny set to work to destroy religisus freedom, bdurning
religious books, including the Talsud, dy the hundreds of thousands, And now
in Cermany 1t 1is the 'nited Spates Jovernment which has Salren the initilative in
reastoring the right of men ts enjoy freadon of religious worship and observance,
Thus, wve feel that the presentation to the Presidant of the first copy of the
newly published Talwud will serve %o dramntise to the world the enlightened role
of sur Army and our Sovernmsnt as champions of religlous freadonm,

Cordially,

Sdward ¥, M, Varburg
Dol
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BABYLONTAN PALAUD ETFRODUCED I¥ ENIDELDERG, GTRIANY ;

The mos$ momumenial sontriduiion the Joint Ddstribution Committse has mode in its work
in behalf of the Jews adbroad has been the strengthening of the Jewish spirit; of its
rehadilitation cperstions iz behalf of the displaced Jewish persons in Germsny, the
cultural-educational and religicus establishments and activities heve perhaps had the
most enduring effect. As part of this sspect of its remified progrsm, JDCO reprinted
tundreds of boeks and pubiished about 2 million coples of multi-lingual text books,
1iterary vorks, otc.. But the most dramatic of these projects was the republication
in Heidelberg of the largest edition of the Babylonian Palsud.

The Talaud i3 2 compilation of the Jewish lLaw, Judaistie philosophy and ethics and
exsgesis of the Holy Seriptures. The product of ceaturies of learning and academis
discourses, the Talaud has been canonized and agcepted as the encyclopedia of Jewish
orsl Law, mext i3 holimess $o the Bidble, the Written law; it has bDeen an eiarnsl in-
exhaustible scurce of great ideas, high ideals and guide of life.

snemies of the Jews understood the significance of the Talmmd to the Jewish peopls.
In their attempis to destroy the Jewish spirit, they usually started with burning the
Telomd, as did Hitler vhen he singled cut the Talmd at the time he ordsred the rublie
buraing of Jewish books in 1538.

¥ith the fall of Hitler and the lideration of the Jews from concentraiion camps, it vas
patural thet the surviving Jews with thelr few spiritual leaders, in their great thirst
for spiritual nourishment which ws even lmenmer than their huager for dread, appealed
to the Joint Distridution Committee and §o the American Military to undertske the ro-
printing of the Talmd. The Military suthorities grasped the historic significance of
reproducing it just where Hitler attempled $o desiroy i%; they promptly consented %o
the undertaking and extended their fullest cooperation toward its consummation.

After three years of stremucus efforf, 700 sets of the Babyloniaa Talmud in 15 large
volumes eagh, were reprodused. They were distributed to communities, congregations and
schocls in Germany, Italy, Greece, Momucoo, Tugoslavis, Horway, Sweden, France, Algeria,

.Mi.lil. HEungary, 88 well se in Isreel and Scuth Africa. The Western Hemigphere, par-

ticularly the Tnited Siates, regeived 2 1imited mumder of sets and single wolumes which
have been presented %o institutioms of higher learning, ilaportant lidraries, and to the
men who served as Jewish Advisers to the Averigcan Military in Germsay, without whose
help this a2chievenent aight not have beem possible.

The Treatise Berachoth is the first wolume of the Talmmd. I% deals mainly with prayers
snd bensdictions and also contains deseriptions of historiecal evemids aad traditions,
legends of bdiblical and post-bidlical perscnalities, fevorite sayinmgs amd prayers of
the Sages, religicus andl ethical proverbs sad sphorisms, 23 well as moral behavior.
The text of this volume, 28 of the entire Talmud, is sccompanied by coumentaries and
interpretations developed in the course of centuries.

The cover page has illustrations which symbolirze the redemption of the Jewe Zrom Titler's
yoke. The quotation fyom Psalm 119, v. 87,~ “They well-nigh congumed me in the land;
but I forsook not Thy precepts”, expresses the enduring spirit of Judaism, The second
page contains 2 statement of the gratitude of the raddinete in Sermeay to the U.3. Ay
and %o the Joint Distribution Committes.
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Mattapan Teen-Agers
Resume Film Forums

A series of Teen-Age Film
Forums, similar to those which
proved so successful at the Mat-
tapan Branch Library last year,
will be organized during the
month of September. Due to the
great interest shown in last
year's programs, the Branch Li-
brary will have two groups this
y- ~—a junior high school forum

alternate each month with
+-a genior high scheool discus-

1 group. At regular intervals
anring September the students

each group will meet to plan
«.cir topics and choose their
panels. They will also choose
films from a selected list to sup-
plement each discussion. The
film forums will commence in
October.

Unusual Shell Collection
Shown at Memorial Branch

An exhibition of shells may
be seen at the Memorial Branch
’ wy from  September 1
ti.ough September 21, Consist-

of about 500 items, the dis—
p-u¥ will include shells from one

‘eenth of an inch to two fee:

Alze.

Edward Sossen, a young as—
sistant at the Branch Library,
will lend the shells. This seven—
teen—vear old boy became inter—
ested in collecting two years ago
when he found an unusual shell
at Revere Beach. He now has
more than 1500 from all parts of
the world and is planning to be
a marine biologist.

His collection is important
hecause it contains all types
from clam shells to cameos. The
forms vary from that of a huge
conch to a tiny tear—drop, while
the color range is from white to
dark gunmetal. Of particular in-
terest is the money cowry, a me—
dium of exchange in Africa, and
a textile cone, which has a poi-
sonous bite.

ﬁﬂest End Branch Library
Receives Gift

The Jewish Joint Distribution
Committee has recently presented
to the West End Branch Li-
brary, as an addition to its
steadily growing Judaica ,col-
lection, a nineteen volume edition
of the Babli Talmud. Known as
The Talmud of the Surviving
Remnont, the edition was printed
in Heidelberg, the center of Ger—
man book burning in 1033, under
the joint sponsorship of the
Jewish Joint Distribution Com-~
mittee and the American Army
of Occupation. The books were
designed for the use of the Jews
in the Displaced Persons Camps.
These were discontinued as im-
migration to Israel increased. As
a result a few sets of this rare
edition became available for dis-
tribution in America to “legiti-
mate heirs of heirless Jewish
property.” The Boston Public
Library is one of the two public
libraries in the United States so
honored.

LABOR’S ROLE IN THE COMMUNITY EXHIBIT
FOUR DIFFERENT PHASES ARE DESCRIBED
THE LIBRARY’'S SERVICE TO LABOR TOLD

In observance of Labor Day, an exhibit on Labor’s Role
1 the Copumunity, with posters, pamphlets, and photographs
supplied by local AFL and CIO unions or chosen from the
Library’s special collection of books on trade unions, will
be presented in the Main Lobby of the Central Library
from August 31 through September 30. Each individual
will find that he has the same interests as does a union
member, since the community is important to both.

Of particular interest to the
people of Greater Boston will be
the unit on The Union Program
with the Social Services, describ—
ing the activities of Stephen E.
McCloskey, the AFL Consult—
ant, and of Berry Aronson, the
CIO Consultant, for the United
Community Services of Metro—
politan Boston. Mr, McCloskey
has stated, “Through labor’s
participation program, the United
Community Services have helped

(Continued on Page Three)

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The B. P. L. News mailing list is being revised. No
further issues will be sent by mail unless a request for
renewal is received on or before Friday, September 21.
Comments and suggestions are invited. Please address
all communications te; B.P.L. News, Boston Public Li-
brary, Boston 17, Massachusetts.

CARE AND REPAIR OF PIANOS DISPLAY
WORK OF NORTH BENNET STREET SCHOOL

The Boston Public Library
will present an exhibit illus—
rating the work, aims, and pur-
poses of the North Bennet Street
Industrial School’s department
in pianoc tuning, regulating, and
repairing, from August 31
through September 30. To sup-
ply a great need for technicians
in this field, the school under-
took in 1047 to revive a more or
less “dying art” by inaugurating
the department, one of the few
in the United States. Skilled

(Continued on Page Two)

Kirstein Business Branch

Transportation will be the
theme of the Kirstein Business
Branch window display from
September 4 through September
30. Books, pamphlets, and peri-
odicals, against a background of
posters and photographs, will in-
dicate what the Library’s col-
lections offer to patrons who are
interested in railroads, airiines,
and motor vehicles,

Never Too Late Group
New Season is Opened

The members of The Never
Too Late Group will open the
1051—52 season with a series of
sound motion pictures depicting
natural scenery on Thursdays,
September 20 and 27, at 2:.00
p.m., in the Lecture Hall of the
Central Library.

Adyentures of Chico and Ani-
mals Unlimited will be shown on
September 20. Adventures of
Chico, a documentary film photo—
graphed in Central Mexico, is
the story of a little Mexican
peon and his animal friends.
Animals Unlimited, filmed in the
Union of South Africa, shows
wild animal life in its natural
state.

The national parks of the
United States and Canada will
be the subject of the films to
be shown on September 27,
Yosemite — End of the Rainbow,
with scenes of Bridalveil Falls,
Giant Sequotas, El Capitan, and
other natural wonders; Realm
of the Wild, a survey of wild
life in national parks and forests;
and Rocky Mountain Trout, de—
picting Jasper National Park
whose turquoise lakes and moun—
tain streams hold rich promise
for the angler, are the films to he
shown.

All  mentally-alert persons,
sixty vears of age or older, are
invited to join The Newer Too
Late Group, Weekly meetings
will be held in the Lecture Hall
of the Central Library, on Thurs—
days, at 2:00 p.m.



THE TALMUD=--SYMBOL OF THE JEWS' SPIRITUAL EESURGENCE
by Famny Goldstein
Librarian, West End Branch Library

An historic event took place at the West End Branch of the Boston Publie
Library last Sunday afternoan, when Mr, Samuel Markell in behalf of the Americen
Jewish Joint Distribution Committee presented an edition of the Babli Talmud to the
Judaice Collecticn of the West End Branch Library in the presence of nearly 200 people.
In view of this occcasion the questien hes beer asked by meny, "What is the Talmud?®

The word Talm:d. meens study, It is a record of about a thousand years of
Jewish learning and wisdom in all fields of endeavor. It is the Oral Law, written
down in contrest to the Bible, which is the Written lLaw. The Talmud was a2 result
of modification, change and adaptability, while the Bible was static, permanent and
unchangeable.

There are two compilations of the Talmud: The Palestinian and the Babylonian—
they differ in time, language and scope. The Palestinian or Jerusalem Talmud is a
product of the middle fourth century, ce0e; it is written in Westem arammic, and has
in gemeral exertsd a negligible influence on posterity. The Babylonian Talmud on the
other hand has been a source of power and strength to world Jewry. Its compilatiom
was hegun in the beginning of the Fifth Century, cees, by Rab Ashi at the Academy
of Sura, in Babylonia, where the Jews had been living wmmolested for a long time, and
whers scholarship and leaming flourished, The date of its campleticn is generally
set at 500 c.6, The Babylonian Talmud is written in an Aramaic dialect, and is about
four times as large as the Palestiniar Talmd, and contains some 2,500,000 words.

The first complete edition of the Babylonian, or Babli Talmzdjns published in
Venice between 1520-1523, The stardard edition is that of Romm, commonly called the
Vilpe Edition, which came out about the middle of the Nineteenth Century. By 1872
same sixty-three editions were issued. In the first decads of the Twentieth Cemtury,
the first attempt tc translate the Talmud intc Baglish was mede by ificheel Levi ERod=

Kinson of New York, but only four tractates were translated. Recently, the famous



Scncino Press of London completed publication of a new edition of the entire Baby-
lopian Talmud, and it is of interest to note that an edition is now being prepared
in Israel,

For a comprehensive view of the Talmud, it must be considered both as a his-
toric and literary product. From the point of view of literary history, it is a
ueique compilation., Its peculiar form is due to the fact that it is almost entirely
composed of individual sayings end discussion of these sayings.

The externel history of the Telmd reflects itself in the history of Judaism.
It has pereisted in a world of hostility and persecution. The Edict of Justinian
dictated by Christian zeal and anti-Jewish feeling was the prelude tc attacks on
the Talmd. A charge was brought in Paris in 1244 led by a convert which resulted
in the buming not only of the Talmud, but tons of other correlated Jewish books.
Then followed the Papal Bulls, and cemsorship attacks, and disputations, and struggles,
end confiscations, and bumings,

The Talmud and its study spread first from Babylania to Egypt, North Africa,
Italy, Spain, France and Germeny, regians destined to becore the abodes of the
Jewish spirit; and in all these countries intellectual interest and religious zeal
centered on the Talmude During the decline of the intellectual life ammg the Jews
which begen in the Sixteenth Century the Talmd was regarded by the majority of Jews
almost as the suprems authority, and in the same century, Eastera Burope, especially
Poland became the seat of its study. Even the Bible was relsgated to a secandary
plece and the Jewish scholars devoted themselves d@most exclusively to the study of

the Talmud. "Study™ became synmmomous with the study of the Talmd,

The printing of the Talmud never varies, The first edition of the Babylonian
Talmud has a pagination which hes been retained in all subsequent editions, This
rendering has mads is possibls to quote pages with exaciness and to find citatioms
readilye. It has been said tha%t a scholar can put 2 pin prick through a given page

of any editian and then quote chapier and verse with accuracye.



In the Middle Ages, it formed the main teaching of Jewish religious life and
was regarded as the cors of Jewish resistance to the conversion to Christianity.
The Talmd and the "Telmud Jews" later became objects of Anti-Semitic attacks, yet
many Christian studants of the Talmud rose to its defense. It has exercised a
two-fold influence both as a work of literature and as a historic factor in Judaism
in the guidance and formmlation of religious life and thought. It has also served
to awaken and to develop intellectual activity. Its wealth of moral instruction
has exercised profound influemce upon the ethics and ideals of Judaisme The ex=-
temal history of the Talmud reflects in part the history of Judaism for it has
persisted in being alive in a world of hostility and persecutione

Jewish lsarning has done full justice to the Talmud threughout the centuries,
Scholars, especially since the liinetsenth Century, have mede note-worthy contributions
to its history and textual criticisms, and its study has attracted meny nan-Jewish
scholars. During the centuries the Talmd has undergone many buranings, but always
it has risen out of the ashes with a new vitality and resiliency and with a greater
resurgence of strength that has sent the Jews ever forward with new hopee.

On Mey 1lOth, 1933, the news was flashed acress the world that Germany was
burning books. Most people were shocked, bu%t few people realized the signifiocance
of these bonfires. They not only darkened the skiss by their smoke, but they did
what BEdgar A. Mowrer called, "set the clocks of civilization back,"

From that date on, not anly books wers burmad, but Hitler created crematoria
for human beings, with the hope that the extermination of the Jews would make it
possiblie for the perfect Aryan o emerge in the New Reich and later in the world,
All this brought on the Secand World War, and blood baths followed. When in 1945,
Germany was conquered and peace was finally declared, the ¢ oncentration camp doors
wers opened and the world stood speechless and aghast.

It wes then that the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee in cooper -

ation with the Ameriean Army of Occupation took over the evacuation of the D. P



Camps. They found that hunm*oings had degenerated to almost a primitive state
and that children who had been borm amidst this chaos had never seen a book. Per=-
haps the greatest factor in the process of rehabilitation was to bring light and
books of lsarning back again into the lives of these tortured people, As a part
of this process the Joint Distribution Committee found it necessary to publish
books not only suitabls for the use of the D. P. 's but to do so as rapidly as
possible., KHence, books printed in an of f-set process wers created, These books
constituted a wide ra'ngo. They commenced with simples beginner’s readers for the
children, =~ children who had never seen a boock. Text books, holiday and cere=-
monial material, and prayer books were published in several languages, such as
Yiddish, Hebrew, Polish, German, French, etc. When at last, anly a short time ago,
the camps were finally evacuated, a number of these books left over were brought
to America by the Joint Distribution Committee and the Jewish Cultural Reconstruction
Comaittee and made available as gifts to American Libraries fostering Jewish life
and Educatione

Crowning this project of book publishing and distribution a new edition of the
Telmd was undertaken while the camps wers still going strong, which was not com-
pleted when they were closed. This remarkable edition is kmowm as the "Talmud of
the Surviving Remant". It is a copy of the Vilna Shas, two sets of which had to
be flom to Germany from Hew York, because ncne could be found in Nazi-destroyed
Europe., It was the origzinal intention to puslish 1,200 sets for the use of the
DePe's. With the closing of the camps and this Talmmd still on the pressss, it
was decided to reduce the size of the edition to about 700 sets, 300 sets wers
ear-marked for Israel, the others to be distributed to libraries serving Jewish com-
mmities throughout the world, It is this set of the Talmud, in nineteen volumes,
measuring 6 1/2" x 11 1/2", the publishing of which was orizinally undertaken to
alleviate the dearth of Jewish books and particularly those of higher lsaming

caused by the war and by the Nazl atrocities during which the Talmud was burned



which has recently come to America.

In view of the spscial significance and the limited number of sets brought
to this country, to be presented to institutions of higher leaming as tokens of
appreciation for the help given by American Jewry to the work of the Joint Dis-
tribution Comittee's efforts to ruhabi]:imte the religious and spiritual life of
our people abroad, these sets are immeasurably precious gifts which symbolize the
endeavor to revive Judaism and the Jewish spirit where Hitler sought to destroy
them.' We welcome one of them today as a gift to this library.

It is a precious heritage which bears testimony to the fact that the light of
Israel never goes out. It may becoms dim, but never extinguished, The Babli Edition
of the Talmd wus printed in Heidelberg where Nazi bonfires and human degradation were
on the rampage. A veritable modem miracle took place, == Jewish books were a.g,aiﬁ
published in the very same city and went forth to ecclaim Isrsel's strength. The
oppressors are gone and forgottem, the Talmud revived.

At this special ceremony of presenting this Talmud for the bens fit of Boston
Jewry, Mr. Samuel Markell summarized in part the role of the Joint Distributiam
Committee. He pointed out the fact that not anly is the JDC concerned with the
dispersion of monies of a charitable nature, but it is also deeply concerned with
the coordination of cultural and educatiomal forces which have been undermined with
the decimation of millions of Jews in BEuropes He presented this Talmud to the
West BEad Branch Judaica Collection and gave the following three gquotations, of what
the Talmud has been considered by three outstanding writers,

I "Out of its mines the workmem are still bringing
fresh gems of light and its deep lying strata
furnish an inexhaustible field for research
in almost every department of humen knowledge."

II "It was tonic and preservative., It was to be
cherished, but not made an idol of, to be
venerated but not worshipped., It was a work to

be studied, but not regarded as infallible author-
itye It was to be analyzed, dissected, subjected



%o criticism as the work of mene. It supplied
ammmition to all schools in modern Jewrye
"Right, left or center.
"Progressive or conservative.
"Orthodox or reform."
III "Its contribution to progress is to be found in
the frequent times in which it rises out of its
environment to lift the human spirit to worthier
ideals and better hopes,"
Miss Fenny Goldstein, West End Branch Librarian accepted the set. She
read a letter from the Director, Mre. Miltan E. Lord and then closed with the follow=-
ing comments.

This is an historical moment and it is with deep humility that I rise to meet
the challenge. It is indeed a privileze to witness and to accept in behalf of the
Director and the Trustees of the Boston Public Library this new edition of the Talmd
which bears testimony to the fact that the Jews can not be extinguished. Throuzh weal
and woe jthrough historic crises and blood baths, through decimation and holocaust, he
emerges with his book and renewed faith and zeal to take up his pack on the march of
history, each time toward civilization. The Jewish book has besn the symbol of Jewish
life, the Bible and the Talmud, culminating as the apex of our spiritual devotiom our
concept and our dedication to learning and study,

To merely witness this set of the Talmud is a veritable thrill and an inspiratiom
which oreates new consecration and dedicatory walues.

This particular editiam wess published in Heidelberg, the wery city which in 1833
stood out so preeminently with its bonfires and where the Talmud was burmed with de=-
moniac festivities as a symbol of the Jew's extinection., Now less than eighteen years
after thesebonfires, a miracle has occurreds This Talmud arises from the printing
presses of IHeidelberg to go forth to proclaim the Jew's everlasting continuitye It
bespeaks a resurgence of vitality which emphasizes the thought that "Te pen iz mizhtier
than the sword." Israel's oppressors of yesteryear are gone and forgottem, but here,

today, is & new commsmorative edition of the Talmid at the West End Branch of the Bostan

Publie Library, for all those who wish to know and to learn.



To the best of my knowledze this library and the Jewish Division of the New York
Publie Library are the only public libraries in the country to receive these setss
We take pleasure in accepting this memorable edition for the Judaica Collection of
the West End Branch of the Boston Public Library, so that 4ll who seek Jewish learning

and dight may find it in this Talmud,.
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TALE, HARVARD, OTHER UNIVERSITIES AND SEMINARIES

RECEIVE JDC-PRIFTED "TALMUD OF SURVIVING REMNANT!

Sets of the "Talmud of the Surviving Remnant," which the Joint Distribution
Committee published in Germany with the cooperation of the U. S, Army, have been
rrasented to & number of outstanding univeoreitios and religious seminarios through-
out thu Unitod States, it was announced last woek by Rabbi Leo Jung, Chairman of
JDG's Roligious and Cultural Committco.

The bulk of the 700 sets of the roproducod Talmud has alroady boon distributed
to yoshivoth and other roligious and oducational institutions in Europc and Ieracl.

Univoreitics in the U, S, which havo roceived sots of the 19-volumo work in-
clude: Yalo, Harvard, Chicage, Columbim, Brandeis, Yoshiva Univorsity, Jewish
Theological Seminary, Jowish Inatituto of Religlon-Hobrow Union Collego, Dropsie
Colloge and other rabbinieal collogos and yoghivoth in Los Angelos, Baltimore,
Dotroit, Chicago, Clovoland and Roxbury, Mase., me woll mas tho Library of Congross
and tho Now York Public Library. 1In addifion, sots have becn sont to a number of
gimilar institutions in Canada and in South Amorica,

Fublication of tho Talmud wae approvod in 1947 by tho U. S. Army, which also
agrood to undorwrito tho printing and production of tho first fifty sets, with JDC
financing the rost of tho odition with funds roceived from tho United Jowish Appoal.

The new Talmud is tho 52nd odition 6f tho ancient work to bo printed, and is
modeled aftor the world-famous "Vilna Shae," generally considered the bost—edited
publication of the Talmud, Two copioe of tho Vilna work, unobtainable elsewhero,
had to be shippoed by JDC from Nuw York City to Heidolberg, whore tho now edition
was thon printed from photographic platos, Each volumo meamsures 11} by 163
inchos, and numbers betweon 400 and 700 pagos.

Tho first copy of tho firet volume off the proeses was preosented in May, 1949
to Gonoral Lucius D. Clay, thon U, 8. Military Governor of Germany, in rocognition
of tho part playod by tho Amorican Army in making tho Talmud projoct poseiblo,
Subsoquontly, presontations woro aleo mado to Chaim Weizmann, Prosident of Israel,

and othor Ieracli officiasls.

6/14/51



COFY ¢ memorandum enclosed in Volume I of the Telmnd given to Mr. Baerwald 6/7/51

BABYLONIAN TAIMUD REPRCDUCED IN HEIDELBERG, GEEMANY : ¥

The most monumental contribution the Joint Distribution Committee has made in its work
in behalf of the Jews abroad has been the strengthening of the Jewish spirit; of its
rehabilitation operations in behelf of the displaced Jewish persons in Germany, the
cultural-educational and religious establishments and activities have perhaps had the
most enduring effect. As part of this aspect of its ramified program, JOC reprinted
hundreds of bocks and published about a million copies of multi-lingual text books,
literary works, etc.. But the most drsmatic of these projects was the republication
in Heidelberg of the largest edition of the Babyloni.n Talmud.

The Talmud is & compilation of the Jewish law, Judaistic philosophy and ethics and
exegesis of the Holy Scriptures. The product of centuries of learning and academic
discourses, the Talmud has been canonized and accepted as the encyclopedia of Jewish
Oral Law, next in holiness to the Bible, the Written ILaw; it has been an eternal in-
exhaustible source of great idess, high ideals and guide of life.

The enemies of the Jews understood the significance of the Talmud tc the Jewish people.
In their attempts tc destroy the Jewish spirit, they usually started with burning the
Talmud, as did Hitler when he singled out the Talmud at the time he ordered the mblic
burning of Jewish books in 1938,

With the fall of Eitler and the liberation of the Jews from concentration camps, it was
natural that the surviving Jews with their few spiritual leaders, in their great thirst
for spiritual nourishment which was even keener than their hunger for bread, appealed
to the Joint Distribution Committee and to the American Military tc undertake the re=
printing of the Tzlmud, The Military authorities grasped the historic significance of
reproducing it just where Hitler attempted to destroy if; they promptly consented to
the undertaking and exterded their fullest cooperation foward its consummation.

After three years of stremuous effort, 700 sets of the Babylornian Talmud in 19 large
volumes each, were reproduced. They were distributed to communities, congregations and
schools in Germeny, Italy, Greece, Morocco, Yugoslavia, Norway, Sweden, France, Algerisa,
Tunisia, Hungary, as well as in Israel and South Africa. The Western Hemisphere, par-
ticularly the United States, received a limited number of sets and single volumes which
have been presented tc¢ institutions of higher learning, important libraries, and to the
men who served as Jewish Advisers to the American Military in Germany, without whose
help this achievement might not have beer possible.

The Treatise Berachoth is the first volume of the Talmud. It deals mairnly with prayers
and benedictions and also contains descriptioms of historiczl events and traditions,
legends of biblical and post-biblical personalities, favorite sayings and prayers of
the Sages, religious and ethical proverbs and athorisms, as well as moral behavior.
The text of this volume, as of the entire Talmud, is accompanied by commentaries and
interpretations developed in the course of centuries.

The cover page has illustrations which symbolize the redemption of the Jews from Hitler's
yoke. The gquotation from Psalam 119, v. 87,~ "They well=-nigh consumed me in the land;
but I forsook not Thy precepts", expresses the enduring spirit of Judaism. The second
paze contains a statement of the gratitude of the rabbinate in Germany to the U.S. Army
anl to the Joint Distribution Committee.
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FROM: Joint Distribution Committee

270 Madison Avenue

New York 16, N.Y. For Release

LE 2-5200 Thursday, Februa
Bdna S. Pinkussohn, Publicity Director é,wﬁn«%_

COPIES OF NEW JDC-FINANCED TALMUD, PRINTED IN GERMANY, ,4§’£2491:3

PRESENTED TO N. Y. FUBLIC LIBRARY, YESHIVA UNIVERSITY ;-_—’_"‘_,,—ﬂ_

Two sets of a new 19-volume edition of the centuries-old Talmud, body of Jewish
laws and ethics, wers presented last week to the New York Fubliec Library and Yeshiva

University, by Moses A. Leavitt, Executive Vice-Chairman of the Joint Distribution

~ Committee, and Rabbi Leo Jung, Chairman of JDC's Cultural and Religious Committee,

The Talmuds, the first sets to be distributed in the United States, were accepted
for their institutions by Dr. Jeshua Eloch, Chief of thé Fublic Library's Jewish
Division, and Dr. Moses L. Iszacs, Dean of Yeshiva's College of Arts and Sciences,
in a ceremony at JDC headquarters, 270 Madison Avenue.

Frinted in Heidelberg, Germany, the 700-set edition was financed by JDC in co-
operation with the United States Army. The bulk of the copies of the new Talmud,
known as the "Talmud of the Surviving Remmnant," has already been sent to Israsl for
distribution to yeshivoth and other institutions throughout the Holy Land, with 45
copies to be presented to religious and educational institutions in the United States,
Canada and Latin America.

In meking the presentation, Rabbi Jung declared that "although the terrible
treatment of European Jewry at the hands of the Nazis can never be forgotten, this
Talmud offers another consoling evidence of the miraculcus capacity of the Jewish
people to rise above the most terrible disasters,

"No sooner had the war ended and thousands of Jews emerged from the concentra-
tion camps and from their hiding places than Jewish spiritual leaders began to con-
sider the need for a new edition of the Talmud to replace some of the many thousands
destroyed by the Nazié. The printing of this work, which has held a scattered and

(more)



Joersecuted people together for centuries, represents, in part, the resurrection of
: Jewish 1life overseas since the war,"

Publication of the Telmud was approved in 1947 by the U.S. Army, which also
agreed to underwrite the printing and production of the first fifty sets, with JDC
financing the rest of the edition with funds received from the United Jewish Appeal.

The new Talmud is the 52nd edition of the ancient work to be printed, end is
modeled after the world-famous "Vilna Shas," generally considered the best-edited
publication of the Talmud. Two coples of the Vilna work, unobtainable elsewhere,

~ had to be shirped by JDC from New York City to Heidelberg, where the new Telmud was
then printed from photographic plates. Bach volume measures 113 by 16% inches, and
numbers between 400 and 700 pages.

The first copy of the first volume off the presses was presented in May, 1949
to General Lucius D. Clay, then U.S. Military Governor of Germany, in recognition of
the part played by the American Army in making the Telmud project possible., Sub-
sequently, presentations were also made to Chaim Weizmann, President of Israel, and

other Israeli officiels.,

1/24/51
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4ith reference to the Talmud printed in Cermany, the project was first approved in 147
by the *ilitary, specifically Cemsral Joseph T, ¥ciarney, then U.3. Military Governor of
Cermany, in response to a plea made by the Gosbined rabbinate of the DP areas. The
American 'Military Government provided for the printing of 50 sets of the Talaud; the JIC
undertook to pay for the coat of 650 additional sets made from the same plates. The plates
consisted of photographs of one of the two sets of the Talmmd seat by the JOC in lew York
to Geruany for this purpose. The JIC overseas organization made vailable $18,000. for the
printing of the 6§50 sets. When ths allocation was originaily made, it was assumed that this
anount would actually provide for 1,000 sets, but the change in curreney and the scarcity
of paper reduced the number to £50.

The 50 sets provided by the !ilitary were Jistributed among the rabbinate and DPs in Germany.
Of the additional 650 sets which the JOC made available, some were distributed in Germany
and the balance to communities throughout the world -- Eurcpean gountries, South America,
Jouth Africa, North ifrica, Australia, Canada and Israel. The distribution of these sets

is approximately as follows:

Iarael 500
United States 70
South America 10
Buropnan eountries 50
lorth ifrica 10
South ifrica 1
Canada 10

In the United States, we made sets availabls to the Library of Congrass, the “ain Public
"ibrary in Yew Tork City, Boston Public Library, and institutions of higher lesarming - Jewish
and nonesectarian - snong them, Ylew York University dbrary, Jewis:n Theological e inary

of imerica, Nropeie College, Hebrew Colleoge in Baltimore, Hebrew Theologiecal College of
Cricago, Brandeis University, University of Judaism in Loz Angeles, Columbis n . versity,
flarvard niversity, Yale University, University of Chicago, University of Csaliformia in
Rerkeley, College of Jewish Jtudies inm Chicago, Tiddish Scoientific Institute in Yew Tork
City, Sebrew Union Collegs and others.

‘ats were also pres nted %o a limited number of cutstanding indivicualas: President “arry 2.
{ruman, General Lucius Clay, the Jewish Advisers to the ‘ilitary in Germany, and others,
because of their intereat and helpfulness to the JDC programs abroad, and partisularly in
connection with the publication of the Talmud in Germany.

HXB:BK
3/22/60



Cctober 20, 1853

Rabbi Philip S. Bermstein
Temple Brith Kodesh

117 Gibbs Strest
Rochegter B, X.Y.

Dear Babbi Bernstein;

In Mr. Leavitt's absence abroad, we wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter
of October 14th, with 2 cozy of the letter Mr. Herdert (. Zafren of the Hebrew
Union College Library wrote to you. Perhaps the following will help to answer
Mr. Zafrents gquestions:

Some 0dd volumes of the Talmud were published in Germany late in 1945 or early

in 1946. Rabbi Alexander Rosenberg, sent by the JDC to Gemany in the fall of
1945 as director of religious activities, wrote us as follows in February 1946

in this connection; "The publication of religious text books through individual
initiative of local rabbis has been facilitated by the encouragement and sanction
I received from UNRRA and the military for the project. Tpree trachiates of the
Talmud, & prayer book, a Hagadah, & book of Esther, and a2 gnide to religious
marriage are either in process of publicatiom or are already pudlished.”

The publication of the 1,000 sets of the Talmud, for which the JDC provided funds,
with the military paying for the first 50 sets, was started ia March 1947, 1In
order %o make this project possidle, the Joint Distribution Committee purchased
a full set of the Badylonian Talmud in this counfzry snd shipped it to Germeny
wvhere 4% was reproduced through the phete off~set process. Ais you know, the
project was uadertaken in order to mest the acute need for bdeoks of religious
higher learning and $c replace some of the essential Jewish bDooks and literature
destroyed during the Nazi regime. As part of its remified progrsm, the JDU re-
printed hundreds of Books and published sbout ome million copies of muléi-lingual
text books, literary works, etce.. But the most dramatic of these proji and
perhaps the most sigaificant historicallyf waas the republication im b 4
the largest edition of the Badylonian Talmed, The first volumes did not come off
the press until the latter pert of 1948.

The trachiates dated 1946, which Mr. Zafren states the Nebrew Unmion College re-

(cont'd.)



Rebdi Philip 8. Bemmsiein Qetober 20, 1983

ceived & number of years ago from Rabbl Klausner, sppérently came from the in-
dividual trecitates memtioned in the above quotation from Rabbi Rosenberg's
report. As regards Mr. 2afren's guestion about the "Rabbinat®, you may recall
that it consisted of the combined radbinate of the IP areas, headed by Rabdi
Samuel Abba Snieg, formerly distinguished rabdbi of Lithusnia. Ia the Talmud
project, he had associated with him Raddi Samuel Jecod Rose. Both names appear
2% the end of the dedication page of the Heidelberg edition.

If there are any further questions, please do not hesitate to write us.

Sincerely yourse,

Henrietta ¥, Bychman
Executive Aszistaant
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