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741 Sh 1ac·h/ Koroch 

11orb. Tlwy )h.tll indu<le a 1wis1• ol sky-blue wool• in 1he comer i.assds. 

" Thl'SC' sh.ti! be your 1asscls. and when you see them, you shall re-
111nnbt"r .all of God's <'ommandmt'Tlu so as 10 lccp 1hrm. You will 1hen nol 
'11.iy •flc1 your hcan and eyes. whic h lin 1hc pasd have led you 10 im mo
r;&li1y. •0 You will thus remember and keep all My commandmentS>, and be 
holy 10 your Goel 

" I .im C-Od your Lord, who bruugh1 you ouc of Egypt 10 be your God. I 
.111i God your Lore!. 

Korach 

/8 J . l<oracli 'j Rtbtlbon/ 

' Ko1ach son of Yiu'har ta grandson of Keho1h and grt!at-gr<1ndson of 
L<·vi•) bq~an a rebellio n" along with Da1han and Aviram (sons of Eliav• ) 

.ind Ou ~on of' Pdcth.• dcscendanu of Reuben. 'They had a confion1a1ion 
w1d1 Mol>t") a long wi~h 250 lsraelues who were: men of rank in the com-
111un11y. 1eprc-St'111.i11ves 0 at 1he assembly," and lamous." 

'Tht·y demonstrat<·d agaimt Moses and Aaron, and ded arcd 10 !h(fll. 
"You hJve gon(' too lar! 0 All !h(' p-cople in 1hc communi1y arc holy, :.and 
C..:od i!o with 1hcn1. Why art· you S<'!Ling yourselves above Cod's congrega-
11011~" 

• Wht"n Mo,t":. ht"ar<l chis. he chrew himself on his lace. ). Then he spoke 

twl11. !>om~ ""'Y 1h• 1 '''" d.-no1n a \IOl(I~ 1h...,• d nuck ol 1wu man<t. twi"nl •t>g«~ (S1fn; 7.,,_. 
1...,.,A.u11 AttuHl•n~ '" lhl\, unly urw ul 1hot ~"' •mng• would be- dynl bl..., IY""- TU/lJIA 1 :6). 
Th" '""' dvl'IC' I" ''""A llllll t.o4 uor ol eh< t11tni• ~lorr 11 .,... , m>Wnrd I Tr.-wtA ~ rn 
11 .. v.. " ' 

A ""1ond UJ.muuu u 1h.u chc- t.utd !N"llt.J hnc cknutn ai duwbltd-DYtt Mt•n1 CT•r4J*1A. Ml'M-
1~/t 311.t. '" ll•t1•1wl111t. ruJ. )'lh. ' ' {'

0

P,.\/, .. JaoA1 Th•ti UU) • is-tt w td1 t hC' opm1on th.it an 
M•lut' 1h1 ,. .. t1 ,_.,., J)f'•I t•lu<, ~ 1h...1 ~twn 11 w•~ 1tuu lllitd UYC't, t1ii11o·u uul ul dw r11h1 ttrmgi wt"•C' lllUC' 
1a...._. _. ... d on )aJ. I uulA 1 ~J. 

lhnr " • rhud opomun th.iii 1lir wurd ptflul drnotr• 1hc 1hrc .. d 1lut •• """-"d u u uftd 1bt- oc}wn 

oc ... , h •• ,\fr11.0T!i.1Jt , .. i. .• \ I '/'o.U 'Jialt, llobo '"' Oc-ulM'OllUl11Y sr:st. Thu\, II WU •he b1UC' thread 

'"" ' ""' " uunJ ;immd 11~ 0thrn Auoul1n11 "' 1h1> "J'•NOfl. 1h<- numbn ol t.luc th£ad> .. l>OI 

JC"tmrJ. ••><I ""'~ l>C <'\j\U I w thr numlH't ul wh11c 1111 .. \h, ThM'c _,.. 1h"' luur blue • nd lour whuc 

"""K' "' oh<o '"'""' 1 ll• •ho, "'"'lvrh. -"'""'""'Jt )b, ._v, /f,;/rMl/rtltt. 
II •hr •ix• ••' t.lur '"'"'' "nu• ••• •l•Lk, lhr lnnge> C•n br ruadC' 4'nlircly whnc ' "'"""Ao/A sh>. 

' "' bJUC' wool. !\t' .. 11orr on l~oJu, '.s 4. 
••:a ICora<h . •• ~ .. 1:. .. ..i .. , !> 1~ . .. " "'""'"l tu or• di11on. hC' .,., on<' ot Ph~nuh't oft;<ub l&Mul.Nt 

HllbN/o •3 1 • fir "'" ntremrl\ "~4hhy 1/'1..rlu11t 11~: Sonluodmi 1 u w ; r.,p,,. JY.....iM.i on 
Uto ttr,t 0 J•""l>h~.n, """' "&tlfU'I 4 ' 'fl 
~ a t'C'bc-llion •l .. n guu•. Jt.Hlul LllC'T• llr. ··,uua 0 ,\\ t.VJd•n1 IV MDC', .. ~ *"1vo1i.·· Dildll&n. etc, 
1Uu1Auni1, ohr •so nK"n •R..mlun , Slo1nol. v< a nM.>b IR..>hbaml. Olhttt inn1la1< 11 u. " wol. d~ 
1t11tt,.i1111...-c'' 1R,.,n,1f. n t, · ·, Hmnuur,t hun""C'lt0 Ulm J~n.uh ~ : 0 plou((f" IR.adal, S-"rAthuR), ''•4.nV 
r.,..,,,.J'' •) .. u .J1.1, ""'" ~hou• I t.t ur ··,p.AC' up .. •Xpcu.111mtl 

Numbtrs 

~ e;~ n;:,i :n'?~r;t r, .. r.it? ')J;.j ~~"P ~~.~1 39 

~ cpir;~ ~i; ~-C,;-M)$ bl;i1~J1 itiN C~"~'"1' 
~~ c~"i"P- ;~ c;~? .. .,~ ;-,mo-N7i 
.. ~-i,~-n~ cp~~~ ;~rz:, 1~~ :c;:r,~ c:~' 4-0 

~" c;"::f'?)j ~-i; "~)$ : Q.?."::f'?N~ C"yt'Tf? QP"~:] • 1 

~ c:.~ c~'-; rii~;:t~ c~-1~ y91~~ o~r;~ "I:i~~,~ 
:c~ .. :-r,~ :ii:-ri 

...... - . .. ,, : 

;~ C"j·~ r::i11 ;.J'?-P, 1'11'j?1~ -ii.-ir.1~ mi" ~ 
·~ '1P'? ~j(:J :1;1Mj '-!? zi~-~ ~~ ~. ft 

~ ~f c:p~i C1'~ '~V':~;.~ C"V)~~ 
fi.~~ :iv;c-r,~ ;t;;:m~ :crw1~ -i~c ~i? 
C"~ c;~ fii~r,~ "~ C~'/~i 00"~ 'j~~ 
~~ ::-oii; 'm·'~ '~~n~ ~~' i1°1J-r: c~; 
ihT,C,~-"ttl mp·t,is .,~,, :i~~,-~ ,~., ;iWc 

M;any • uthurn..-. .Ulc IMt the Tot• ll 1> 1n '"'""°'"'«~I O<'ckr hrrc, • r>d due 1hr od)rfl_, tuol 
pl.\.c • hn 1hc OJ>•W>d' ol llw 'j>lft llUmlMn: lljn H•>,..,..r: Jowphu•. A"''V"''"' 4 •t 11. Th<" 
ffMJh¥&nun k.Jr th( nVclhu11 m.y h A YC' brc-n •h< ~rtt th.At elk-) ~u'd d1C' •n the'. UC'W'tl IAt,,..1b.nd: 
><"< •• ,. . ,, 

01~•. ""-'"""· nu1nutn 11Yt 1hc rtbcihon occwrnl lwlo1c 1hr cpo.odc o1 the >pin Some w y 
t!Yo •• <ool pl.« • hco chr Lt>itn ~ wb.111u1«1 lo• th.- ltl'><·bo<n lllin W • l ThC' Mldr.uh •U1n 
1h.il1 oh<- ..-1vai.-. w•• ohr appotn1mtt1t ol Elwph;on '°n ol Uu-14'1 ~ 1hc Kch0t.h1tn u~ 3:30; 

&JofWkr SU.1111 ,11:0. 11.•chy•' Othn-> M ) 1lu1 11 tool pt.er 1n Clut.tcouth l.a.l>clNor. 11 SS· 11.10, 
IUJu on O.-u1no11omy 1 11. A<eord1ng co I~ up1n10n" no1h1ng "1no rJcJ m 1hc Tunih ol wlut 

luppr~ brtwC'<Tl 1hc r p1\Udr ol the •p~• • nd Mori.in'• dc;o1h \10 11. 

0..- Md A'lil'M'I • . . x• Nvmbc-n 16 ·9. S« 001<> on 0:13. AVot•m ... , • wn ot P•lu • nd • 
grvid'°n of Rwb<-n l •O 5.11. 

0.. ..,. oC h lrth. Hr did 001 >Uy with Kora•h a nd ""' thttrlu•r nut koll~ U '1ANdrut 1ogb, Abn 
bancl. Moir.,Ji l/ae..Jol on 1• 31. 1.1..,,A T•• on tO ,., 

' '"" ~)no • •O 11-4.,_, ~hnl 
- blJ IT• •11um• Or. "Commuruon ITcncl'' tlbn u r-. 1. ur. "dlUW:ft t V<>nk'lo<•" lS<pf ... ~1n1I. 
6-oua. Wtcolly, " mt'n ol n..mc:· S.... c,......,, 1>+ 

•il:5 "- Ila..-.- 1- C... Lucrall). " Much 10 yuu" M4y •"<"~n. ··vuu "•~< o• kco out> m....,h upun yuur· 
orlL" Stt below, 11>.7 

l 

2 
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74) Koroch 

w Kord< h dll<l Im .... ·hull· p.1ny. "!Tomorrow! morning.''
0 

he said, "God 

!will ::.how that ticl 0 knows who is His and who is holy, and He will bring 
d!<'rll cfo)t' 10 H 1m.• 11<- )hall choos~ those who shall lbc allowed lOI prc~m 

lolk1 inpl" w Him. . 
• ··11m b whdl you muM do: Let Korach and his em1rc party take hi-c 

pJn>."' ' ' lumurrow, pl.tll' tirC'" on them, and offer incense
0 

on them before_ 
~od. ·111e mJn whom Gud dtOO)CS )hall then be the holy one. You sons ol 

Lt'' i h.tn· l.iho l gom· ioo lar ! .. 
• Mo't'' 11 al'll to n-a~on with Korach. "Listen Ito what I have to say!. you 

, 0 m ul Ll·,·i. • lui't i1 l'llOu~h 1ha1 the Cod of brad has separated you lrom 
tlil" lomn1un11y ol l~rdl'l :' He ha) b1ough1 you close to Him, allowing you co 
wr,·e 111 C,od\ T;l,,('rt\dck and to mini)tt'r a) lite community's lead~. 
'" Alihou~h I k Ka''l' thi:. pti,·ilc-gc w you and all your kllow Levites. you 
,11 l· 110.,... dl)o <kr114nd111~ 1he prit:)thood! 11 It is actually0 against God th:.lt 

~ou and )·our p.trl)' arc lkmo1t)tr.1.dng! Alter all , who b Aa1on that you 

~huul<l h.tvt• g11l·\·.111c(') agdrl\!>l hirn :'" 
11 MV'l') th<·n S<'lll won.I to )ummon Dathan and Aviram. the son~ of 

1:.11.t\', 

"\\'c won't lOlllt'! .. 0 wa) tht"ir response. " .. lsn·l it enough chat you 
1J1 ou~ht u~ out of I Egypt!. a land ti owing with mill and honey

0 -just to kill 
u' 111 1hc dt·~t·11 ! Wha1 ri.:ht do you havt' to St't )'Oursdl above us? .. You 
d1dri·1 urin~ U\ 10 a land l1owi11g With m ilk. and honey, or give: US an inhc~it · 
.mH· vi lidJ, 4 n<l "int·yar<l). Do you think that you c;,,11 pull some1hmg 

o.t·1 vur <."\n:' ' Wt: will ddi1mdy no1 come!" 
•J ~ox.:) lin.1rnc: \'(''] a11gry. He prayt'd 10 God, "Do not accept tht'ir 

otkring. I did no1 1ake a singlt" 0 donk.cy0 lrom them ! I did not do any of 

cht·rn :snv h.an11 !" 
I • M~)n ihl"n '><ltd w Korach ... You ;i.nd <1U your p.1ny will h;i.vc 10 

pr<·!>rnl yound\'<.") belore Cod. You and !your party! will be lht"fe tomor· 

• • • 11 :aniullt. Liilhr• 111 lfrl><...,,. )o't' <..•n..-" 4 I) 
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row •lontt w11h A.Aron. 11 Lich man sh<tll liike his lir<' pan <1nd pliiC<' inct'nsc 
on 11, and <'iiCh on<' )h .. 11 1hcn prescm it ht'lort' Cod. lThC'rC' sh;ill thus bd 
250 lirl' pam ll>cs1dc)I 1h<' p.u~ that you <1nd Aaron will h;iv(' ... 

" uch one iook h1~ lir<' p .. n. plact'd lin~ on 11. and thC'n ollc:red incense. 
ThC'y stood "' 1he Communion Tent emrance along with Moses ;ind A<lron. 
"Tht'n, wht"n Korach had rallit"d his wholC' party 10 thC' Communion Tc.-m 
«mrancC', God's.·glory suddenly bt'Qme visible' to the t'ntirc.- community. 

/ll4 . Mow lnltrud~Jfor /JrOLI/ 

to God spokC' 10 Moses and A<lron, S<tying, " "Sc.-parate youn.c.-lvn lrom !::.. 
this community, and I will dcstroy 1hem in an instant." 

71 (Mosn and A<lronl fell on tht'ir faces. They prayc.-d, "Ommpotem 
Cod of all living souls. If onC' man sins, shall You direct divine wn.th at thC' 

entire community?" 

/N} . Korach'J Punuhmrnl/ 

" Cod spoke 10 Most's, celling him to 14 announce 10 the entire com
munity, "Wi1hdraw from the pavillion• of Korach, Dathan and Aviram." 

u Moses took the .initiauve, and followed by the dden of Israel,• ~nt 
over to Dathan and Av1ram. n He announced 10 the community, "Get 
away from the tents of theK' evil men. Do not touch anything that is thC'irs, 
les1 you be swept away because of all their sins." 

t1 !The people) withdrew from around the pavillion ol Korach, Dathan 
and Aviram. Datha.n and Aviram wem out and stood defiantly at the 
entrance of their tents, a long with thdr wives, sons and infanu. 

19 Moscs announcC'd, "This shall demonstrate.- to you that Cod sent me 
to do all 1hese dc.-c.-ds and 1 did not make up anything myself. " lf these men 
die like all other mt"n, and share the common fate of man, then Cod did not 
send me. ,. But if Cod creates something entirely nf:W: making the earth 
o p<n 11s mou1h ;ind swallow 1hcm and all 1ha1 is theirs, so that they d('Scc.-nd 
10 1he depths alive. 1hen ii is 1hcse men who arc provoking Cod." 

,,,~ pa•lll'- tel lbn Eu1I. TM Hrb<..-r ...,.d " ~ and 11 •• po»>bW ch.t ~h ~ al~Mlr 
nm..S 4 com~•ng M"''""'T· Or. ··rtacr ol •-blr .. l~..a11ntl. 

· ''"s n.kn ol 1..-1. Th• 10 rlckn 19.chr•I. 
,,,,. CTHI" IOlftC\hlftll mdnly MW l~•h•. ~.ht.Am : Chwl .. ntl. Or. ··u .. wt dc-M~·· llbn I.int. 
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" Mu~n h.ul h.u dly li1mhcll ~peaking wht'n the ground und<"r (0<1than 
.111<! Av11,u11 l" pli1. "Tht" earth opent"d its mouth, and swallowed them 
.111<J 1hei1 hou)t'), alo111o: with all the men who were with Korach 0 and 1heir 
p11>pl·11y. '1 They IC'll into the depths along with all 1ha1 was theirs. The 
<"JI th then con·rt'<I 1ht·m over. and they were lost to the community. 

" I Hearing) their cries. all the Israel ites around them screamed that t he 
l"Jrlh "ould abo ~wallow them up, and they beg<rn to run away. n Fire• 
1la(·11 cJ111c down lrnm God. and it consumed thi.- 250 men who were pre· 
"·111111~ ilw 111«'11'1'. 

/H6. {ht /llamt Pam/ 

1 GoJ ,poke 10 Mo)t'S, ayi ng, 2 "Tell Eleazar bon of Aaron th<" pries1) 
1h.11 tlu: lirl· pam have Leen )anctilied, and he must gather them up from 
die· bur ncd .i.reJ. He !>hall then Sla1t<"r the burning coals tar and wide. 'The 
liH· p.1m bdo11J;1n~ to 1111: mc·n who commined a monal sin have been pre
'l"lllt·d l>dore God and thus sanctified, so he shall make them into beaten 
plJH'' to cov<"r• 1he ahar. Let thi!> b<" a sign for the "lsraelitc!> ... 

• l:.lt·a1.tr wok the copper fire pans that the vict ims or the fire had pre· 
w111c·t.l, .md he l>ea1 them Oa1 as a covering for the altar. ' h was to be a 
1c·111111dcr lor 1he hr.iclne!>, :.o that no on<" 01her 1han a descendant of Aaron 
,hJll bring unauthorized fire• and bum incense before Cod. They shall 
1hrn not l>e like Ko raC"h and his pany. IElea..zar thus did!• as God had told 
111111 through Mo~es. 

f H7 . Ftar and Complmnt/ 

• 1 he next day the ('mire hradi1e community began 10 complain to 
!\lml"'· " You have killed Cod's people!" they exclaimed. 

'The peopk were demomtrating against Moses and Aaron, when they 
1111 rwcl tow.trd the Communion Tem. Ir was suddenly covered with the 
doud. JIU.I God'~ i;lory appeared. • Moses and Aaron went to 1h<" front of 
du: Cummuniun Tent. 

/Hll. Aaron SavtJ tht Ptopltf 

~ God spokt· w Mo-.e,, )ay111g, 10 " Stand clear of thi~ community and 

•• ·'\• 0.11h.an .and Avir;un. h om <umt"~• )tt JK'JU ntt•~ 

'"·J• m<n • ho wnr • ioh Kon<h. A1rnulon11 to o.omc. Korach htm>ell w"' nv1 ,,wallo-.1 up ls.Mi' '"' 
, 10• • 1,. ..... , 11~.t m '"'" pl.a<K •~.hi .U lee 1 or by 1M d'""'" !arr 1Jo..-phu'- A°"'f"'I'" 4:s :4J 
I "4- 111• • h. ""'•n n . •f'P"•" rn 11od1u 1r th., Kon e h • n u;olly wo •w•llu~ up, bur 1t~1 h" thol· 
thnt ·u1n"cJ •Velo"". 10 10.1 u Hu-C'\ct. tlKWhtr~ H ~tu ctwc un~ O~ctuo and Av•r4.m wn-t 

"••llu"•d up 1Dcu1nunvm\ 11 DI 
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Y. 111 dc,11 uy tlmu m •n 1mt<1nt." 
lMo~s a nd Aaro n l threw themsdves on their laces. 11 Moses then said 

to Aa ron, 'T.ike the lire pan and place on it some tire from the altar. Offer 
t lllt"ll '>t" .rnd go quickly to the community to make atonement for them. 
Dl\·1ne wrath I) coming forth From God. The plague has already begun!" 

11 A.iron took !the pan! as Moses had told him, and he ran to the middle 
ut chi" a~)emblc-d massc), whc-rc the plague had alre-.ady begun to le.ill people. 
lit' ollc-rt'd the- inccns<.- to e1tone tor the people. 1> He stood between rhe dead 
.t11d cht• l1vtn)(, .md th<' pldguc was checked. 

" Tiu.- number u l peo ple: who died in thar plague' was 14, 700. These 
"" '' ' (' 111 addition 10 che On('S who died because or Korach's rebellion. 

" Wh<'n th<' pldKUt' had been stopped. Aaron returned to Moses at the 
Communion Tent (' ntrance. 

/ii9. Thr Ttst <f StaJN 

•• Go<l spoke- to Mo)es: cel ling him 10 11 speak to the hracl1tes and take FthJ. 

. 1 ' '.111 lium each patenul tribe-. 'Twd\'c s1<11fs )hall thus be t<Ak.en from all .....,. 
d 1" lt•.t.d t'n, (one! fo r k .tlh l ol their paterr\41 rribes. Let each man write.- h11 
11.11111·" on hi) )1,lll. 11 S11Kc thl·rc sh.all be only one staff for the heild of each 
pJll'nldl tribe, w111e Actro n\ name on Lc.-vi 's staff. "Pl;ace lthe suff,J in the 
C111111nun1on frnt, hclore thc !Arie. oO Testimony where l commune with 
wu. :o The siall o l the ma n who is My choice will rhen blossom. I will rhus 
11<l M y)1·lf of 1he complaints thar the hraelites are directing a t you." 

1 1 Mose) i.po ke co the l sraelices, and each of the lc.-aders gave him a sGtff 
tor ht) p.uc.-rna l tnbe. There were twelve stalls, with Aaron's natf among 
11111111. 

11 IMu)(') I pl .. t<·d cite )t .. th before Cod 111 thC' 1c:)t1mo11) TC'nt . u The 
11~i..1 J .. y. when Mow) Cdlll<' to che Tesumo ny Tent, Aaron 's )I.all, repre· 
w 111111K 1hC' hou)<' u t Levi, h.id b lon o mcd. II had given lo nh IC'•ves: and 
....... ) (110,,.. f" pro ducing blo))Om~ 0 and almonds were ripc.-ning o n it. 

•1·•• C"..ocl •polo• 10 Moon. )omr '"'l " "'' 1h" no.n.11nl lwlrn ... " " " ' " " 1r brlho11 1Yr hudJh HJCholdl. 
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11 Mme) brnu14ht .Ill tht· M.tll) out lrom before CoJ, and lee all the 

hr Jc·l11n sec.- them. urh man wok his own !>tall: 

/yu. Aaron '1 Staff] 
Sloth 

a God said to Mo)("s, " Put Aaron's st.atf back. there belore the \Ark• oO ......,. 
'ln1imony J S .i. kecpsak.e. Let it be a sign for anyone who wants to rebel. 
I Im )huuld put .in end tu their complaims to Me, and then they will not 

1l1t'. .. 

'" Mo:i.n d1J CXdt tly .ts GoJ had instructed h im. 

/91. Ftar oj tht Sanctuary/ 

1 1 Thl· bracli tcs said to Moses, " We're going to die! We will bt
clntn>vc·d ! Wt· .11c .111 lo,1 ! 71 Whoever approaches God's Tabem•cle dies! 
,\11· we· 1hc11 clooi.ll'd 10 Oil' ~ .. 

/91 . Dutro of PntJIJ and lt111lt1/ 

1 Cud sci id to A.i.ron : You, along with your sons and your paternal tribe 
~hJll expiate• any sin associa1ed with the Sanc1uary. You and your descen
J Jnts will [also! c.-xpi<11e any sin associatt-d with your pries1hood. 

1 Also bring dose to you your bro1hers, tht- mt"mbers of your father's 
mlx-, Levi. Lei 1ht'm be your associates and mi.nister to you and your 
dc)cendams belore the Testimony Tent. ' !The Levites) shall thw be 
nmum·d with thC'ir respor.sibilit ies toward you and thC' Tent, but tht-y shall 
not approach thC' saned fu1 ni1urC' or 1he alt.ar, so that you and they not die. 

• !The Lcvi1esl shall be your aswciatC's and they shall be entrust~ with 
1nponsibili1y lor thC' Communion Tent land) all the Tent's service. ut no 
unauthoriLed person join thnTI . s Let them be entrusted wi1h responsibility 
tor the- sanctu.try and th<' altar, so that thC're not be any more divine wrath 
d1n·ctt"d .ti th<' lsr.i.C'l itn. 

• I have 1hus tdkcn your brethren the Levites from among the (other) 
hr .1.d11c~ a) a gih to you. They .trt' givrn over 10 Cod 10 perform the Com· 

111u1110 11 Tent servicC'. 
' You dl\J your ) O ils shall be- entrusted with your priesthood, so that 

your )('rv1ce •h.tll include evC'rything that penains 10 LhC' altar and co any
thing insitk 1hc cloth pani1ion.• This is th<' gifi of servic<' that I have given 
..uu .ts your pri<'.')thood. Any unauthorized pC'rson who participates shall 
die. 

17:t~ Ar\. 1W1J ••oA //.C.vJ ll/1 ;.,.,,,,1111)( '" wm<'. how<V<"I. u W•• •t11ullr pt.•~d 1nuck rhc 11l llbl· ..... , 
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l j) Koroch 

/9;. ThL PntstlyShart/ 

• God announced to Aaro n : I have given you responsibility for My 
lt·vated gilts. I am thu) g1vmg you all the sacred gifts of the Israelites as 
•.1n o l your anointment.• Th('se shall be an e1emal portion tor your descen
d lit). 

9 Amon~ the lire {offenngsl 1ha1 are holy of holies," the following shall 
·t · your) : All ltht' hr.u·li1t')0 I ~acririces,° ;all 1heir grotin ollcnng),• .ill their 
11 1 ulln 1111() ," .111 1lit·1r .:uilt ollcnng),0 I.ind! ('Verything that they rc1urn to 
k. Thnc )hall be holy of holies to you and your descendant•. •• Every 

1Jlt- lpnescl may (';u !these otforingsl, but you must eat them m a most 
•JI) Jre.i : )11\CC they IOU)t rcm.i in holy to you. 

11 Tim 1s wh.u )hetll be be)iowcd as an el('Vated gilt 'C? you : 
All the hr:.telnes' wave ollcnngs" are given to you, :.tlong with your sons 

11d d.1ugh1ers .• n .m cverlas11ng poruon. Everyone in your household who 
• ncu.illy ckan may e.it them. 

11 Th(' dedit:.tted pornon ° ol oil, wine ;rnd grain that mwt 1n1tiaJly ~ 
1e,('nt('d to God• is now g1v('n 10 you. 

u Tht' tint lrun ol .ill that lgrowsl in your land, which is pr~nted to 
.od, )h.tll be yours. Everyone in your hou~hold who is ritually de<an may 
JI II . 

" Everything chcLt the lsraelues declare taboo• shall be yours. 
11 Th(' lirsc lruns of the womb, th<at must be presented to God, among 

i.in and beim, stull be yours. However, you must redeem tirst-born 
umam. a.s well as the lirsc-born of unclean animals.• 16 The redemption 
JI a lirn-born hu1ita11 malt) from one month old, shall be m;ade with (the 
'udl l t"ndowmenc• ol 5 shekel) by the sanctuary st<andard, where !the 
1d .. d l 1s 20 g<"r.ths.• 

11 You must no1. however, redeem the first-born of an ox, shttp or g~t. 
nee huch lirn-bornl arc sacred. Yo u must therefore d;ash their blood on 
i t· .. hu. •nd burn tht'tr choice paru • <1s 4n appeasing fragr.mcc to Cod. 
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7j7 Koroch/ Chukath 

drvo11C'd l('h 10 A.Iron 1hc pric~t. " Thu~. from all thac i1 givtn 10 you, you 
111u)t ~puatC' God's dC'Vated gih. ltakjngl a sanctified ponion as its dedi

<.llC'd lt11hC'• for thC' priC'sd. 
' 0 S.1 y to (the uvitC'S): After you have scpua1cd out the dedicated (tithe 

I?• rhc priest, the rest! shall be fo r la ll l the Levites euctly like (ordtnary)• 
produce trom the chr<'shing floor ;1nd wine vat. You and your ho usehold 

, ..111 ('.11 11 ;rnywhC'1 c I you de~irC'I, since it is your wage for your service in the 
C.u111111u111011 lt·nt. u Th<"1 dorc. ahC'T you have scpaTaccd out the dedicated 
111lw l. )•IU will 1101 l><·.tr ;my :.111 bC'cau:.c ot 11. You will thus not prolilne the 

, .. < u·d olkrin~~ o l 1hc 1>1 .. c111c~. and you ':fill not die. 

Chukath 

f 90. ThL Rtd Cow} 

'God 'Po~c" to Mo)(s and ~ron, 1clling th~ dm 1 the following is 
.tnlJr C'd to h<' thr ToTah·~ decree as commandcd by God : 

Spt'.tk 10 thC' lsra.dicC':. and have 1hcm bring you a completely red• cow: 
"'hah h.H no l>IC'm1Sh." and which has ncvC'f had a yolr.e o n it. ' Give it 10 

~ k .i.L.11 1hC' pr 1C':.1.• and hC' :.hall havC' ic brought outside lhC' camp. It s~ll 
1hr n l>c )laughtC'rcd• in hi:. presence.• 

• f.lt· . .uar thC' pnest :.h.111 t.akc 1he blood with his finger• and spl"ink.lc it• 
111..,..tt d 1hc Co111muo1on TC'n.t sC"Ven cimes. l The cow shall then be burned• 
111 ~ l::.!C'.AZ.l• ':.I pr n<'ll<c. h> )Ir.in. flesh. blood and entr~l.s muse be pumed. 
• I he· prr<''I >h<&ll t.i.lc.c .& piece of ccd2T wood,• $0ffiC hy»<>p: and some crim 
\Oll lwool l." and 1hrow it imo the burning cow.• 
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1197 Haftorah Sh'/ach/ Koroch 

father and mother. your brothers. and all your father's household . "If anyone 

goes out of the doors of your house into the street. his blood will be on his own 

hc:ad. and we will be innocent; but if a hand is ra ised against anyone who is 

with you in the house, his blood will be on our head. 208ut if you tell of our 

m1s~ion. then we will be released from the oath, which you made us swear." 

?• She ~a id : "Let it be according to your words.-Shcsent them away.and 

•hey depaned; and )he fas1ened the scarlet cord in the window. UThey 

dcpaned. and came to the mountains, and stayed there three days until the 

pursuers returned. The pursuers searched for them all along the way, but did 

not find thcm. l'Then the two men descended from the mountains, and passed 

1)ver. and came to Joshua the son of Nun; and told him all that had happened 
to them. 

!~They said to Joshua: "Truly God has delivered the whole land into our 

hands; and moreover all the inhabitants of the land are scared to death of us." 

Haftorah of Korach 

(Samuel I I / :U -11:21) 

14 Then Samuel said to the people: -come. let us go to Gilgal.and confirm 
1hc: ~ing~h1p there:· 

' ' So all the people went to Gilgal; and there they made Saul king before 

1n Gilgal. There they sacrificed peace offerings before God; and there Saul 

and a ll the men of Israel greatly rejoiced. 

1 Samuel said to all Israel; -Behold. I have listened to your voice in 

c:\erything you said to me. and have made a king over you. ! And now. 

hc:hold. the king walks before you and I am old and grayheadcd; and behold. 

my sons arc with you: and I have walked before you from my youth until this 
tlay. 
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l/W Haftorah Koroch 

1 Here I am; witnes~ against me in the presence of God and His 

anointed. Whose ox have I taken?Orwhoseasshave I taken? Or whom have I 

defrauded"! Or whom have I oppressed? Or from whose hand have I laken a 
bribe with which to blind my eyes? I will restore ii to you.· 

• They said: "You did not defraud us, or oppress us, and you rccci·1ed no 
pre~ent from anyone.· 

~ He said to them: "God is witness against you, and His anointed is 
witnc~s thii. day, that you have not found anything in my hand." And chey 
:.aid: "He is witne~s. " 

fl Samuel said to the people: "It is God who appointed Moscsand Aaron, 

and who brough1 your fa1hers out of the land of Egypt. 

1 " Now therefore stand still, so that I may plead with you before God 

concerning all God's righleous acts which He did for you and your fathers. 

• "When Jacob came into Egypt, and your fathers cried to God. then 

God :.cnt Moses and Aaron, who brought your fa1hers out of Egypt, and 

made them dwell in this place. 9 But lhey forgot God their Lord, and He 

gave them into the hand of ~isera. captain of the army of Chatzor, and into 

the hand of the Philistines. and into the hand of the king of Moab, and they 
fought against them. 

10 They cried to God. and said : 'We have sinned, because we have 

forsaken God, and have suved the Baalim and the Ashtaroth. but now deliver 
us from the hand of our cncmie~. and we will serve You 

11 God sent Jcrubbaal. Sedan. Yiphtach, and Samuel, and delivered you 

from the hand of your enemies all around, and you dwelt in safety. 

11 When you saw that Nachash the Ammonite king came against you, you 

~id to me: ' No, but a king must reign over us'; when God your Lord was your 

king. 1lNow therefore. behold the king whom you have chosen, whom you 

asked for: and see, God has set a king over you. 

14 "If you fear God. serve Him, heed His voice, and do not rebel against 
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/_'II/ Haftorah Korac-h/Chulcath 

Gild\ commundmc111: nnd 1f both you ond lh( king who mttn over you 
follow God your Lord .. .'> But if you do not obey G~'s voice. but rebel 

agaim.t God's commandment. then God's hand will be against your fathers. 

1" ··~ow therefore stand still and see this great thing. which God will do 
hdorc your cyei.. 111s i1 not the wheat harvest today? I will call to God. that He 
may ,end thunder and rain: and you will know and sec that yourwickcdenss is 

great. which you have done before God in asking for a king." 

•~ So Samuel called to God: and God sent thunder and rain that day and 

all the people were 1n awe of God and Samuel. 

1" And all the people said to Samuel: .. Pray for your servants to God your 

Lord that we not die: for now we have added to all our sins by asking for a 
l..ing." 

!O And Samuel said to the people: ·oo not fear: you have indeed done all 
1hi' evil: yet do not turn ai.ide from following God. but serve God w11h all your 

hi:arts: 11 Do not turn a~ide. for then you would go after vain thing which ca n 

nc11 hcr profit nor deliver. for they are vain. HGod will not forsake His people, 
lor that would d1i.honor Hi~ great name. because it has pleased God to make 

~ou His ~pecial nation." 

Haftorah of Chubth 

(Judxes 11:1-JJ) 

1 ~ow Yaphthach 1he G1lcad11e was a mighty warrior. but he was the son 
of a harlot: and Gilead wai. Yiphthach's father . ! Gilead's wife bore him 

~nn~: and when htll wife's sons grew up. they drove out Yiphthach. saying to 

l11m: "You , hall not inherit in our father's house: for you arc the son of 
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KO RAH 
Tl ... ;.:n·:\l )l 11t i11y .;ank <lcep into the 111('11\111y of 1tft <' r

:.:•·11c·•~•t i""' in l.;racl. To the Hahbis, thi, whole- 1110,·c11\C'llt. 

,,, "liwh Kuralt wa' the pri1wip:tl spokc-,1111111. l><'<'lllHe 
'' l'w:d uf all <·0111 rO\"<"t'i<.,. I lint Juul t lwir ori:,!in in 1wr'>111111I 

' ""'" .. , " not i 11 I lw :\:111w of llt·:1~·t·11 •• a11cl t lu1t t•onld 
""' 11 ... r,.f.,,.,. l.·:ul to :111\' hcn~li<"<'llt n .... uJt.; (Et hi t"' of the 
F:tl l11·r,, ,._ :!O). 111 H:;hhini<· lcgcnd. Knr11h j, 1td111\tCd 
111· t lw 111:ili .. 1· of foil<·d amhition, 1111cl that :1111hitio11 i.; 
,.;·pn·" ·11t.-d a' f:i1111<'d i11to a flame <'f hatr<.~I hy hi.; wife. 
I I 1· ":i-.. 1·u11,111u .. d h~· j1-:do11.,.~· of his ki11o;1111111 ~1(1,(";, ' · He 
'"''I'""''" 11w !.~· i11 tit<· appoi11tmcnt ufall tlw hi~h olli<·c," 

lw i, 111:ult· l et 1·x1·lai111; ·• tllt'n·for(', I will :.tir up r <'h<'llion 
:i:.::111"1 l1i111. a11rl un·rthrow the i11<;tit11tions fo11111kd hy hi111." 
'1'111, l lw lbhhi, ilf11,tralt' in pit"tur<•sqm· dctnil. po))sibly 
''''Ii :111 11l1li• J11t' n·l'1·n·n1·1· to s1·hism11ti<: 1·011tC'mp11r11.rics. 
''" .. "" 1111-.1· ... 1at1· hl'ga11 hy attc111pti11~ t o make ~[o,.es 
: q'l•~-:11· rid i1·11lo11.; in th<' <·y1·o; of tht'.lll't>pl<•. 111 t·o1111cdi1m 
\\lfli tlw law ••f frill).!C'" that had just hc(•n promuli.tntrd 
lt.1 :'1!11,1·o; (XI". :Ji- ~I). Korah had J.!armcnt<> made· r11tircl~ .. 
',f l1liw \\"011( for h io; two h11111lrtd and lift1· 11u•11; l\n<l, thus 
:1 rra~ I'll. 1 ... :111d leis 1"0111p1111y appcart•d 

0 

l>C.•forc )[oo;l"' a11d 
a,1.;, d h1111 "hl'I hc·r I ht·s<· ;!ant1l'ttt-. rcqnirt'd fri11g<·"· )lose-. 
:111-..111·rc·d. ·· y,.,_-· Kor:ih n·pli1·d: "The· hl11C' wool of 
'' hwh I lw 1·111 irt· garnwnt ;, 111:uk, clol"' not ma kl· it rituulh· 
c·urn·t.:I: ~· d.a1"1·ori li11;! to ~-.111rtlircctio11.four thrcruls would!'' 
\ :,:.1111 fi, • a'k1·d : l>•t1.'S :1 "''""e lilled with hook.; of tht· Tor:ih 

V. KOH.ACil 

(CllAPTEllS XVl- XVlll) 

THE GREAT MUTINY 
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\Vhene\'er the di::.t·o11rng<'mcnt.'> nn<l hardships of the 
wandering proved more than usually grim, it was almost 
ine,·itable that di:scont<'lll shoultl fiml open cxpn-ssion; and 
also that. some of th<' tribal d1ic·fs 11houl<I oppost· the authority 
of the God-chosen lender. fo th(' lust Sedrnh we had seen 
the people thteatcnin~ to appoint a chieftai11 wlu~ was to 
take them back to B1.'ypt. Though but 1111 idle threat. 
it was ominous of further seriou ... rcn1lt. \\'he n the rebellion 
broke out. it was wiJcspreml thouj!h not homogeneous. 
There were two simult11.11~ous lines of rc\·olt. On the one 
hanci, there were those who were disconl<'nt<.'<I with the 
luclership of Moses. These were kd by Datlian a.1ld Al>iran>, 
of the tribe of Hcube11, the tribe that once posscsse<l hut had 

' now Jost the" birthright" in Israel, anti wa.s, it seems, chaling 
for the recovery of thut primacy. 011 the other hand, 
there were Konill- hi11isclf I\ Lc,·ite-a1u.I his followers, 
who were aggrieved with A11.ron, to whose family all priestly 
pri\'ilegcs we.re now confined. These two groups of mal
contents, though united in conimon crtort to depose Moses 
from his position as the hem.I of the nation's civil life and 
Aaron as the head of its religious life, worked sepamtely, 
and they were ill the <•nd cut orr by entirely dirrcrent acts 
of God (v. 32 a11d 35). Their punishment WI.LS signal, siiwe 
the , ·indication of l\losc.'S and Anron had to be complete. 
Otherwise, anurchy would soon ha\'C <l<:stroycd national 
unity; and, in its tn,il, tht"r<' would ha'"c follow<.'tl the total 
frustrnti1m of whatc,·er Di,·inc ~lission was in store for 
Isn1.el on the arena of history. 

The general drift of the story of Kuru.h and his c..'°mpnnions 
is thus quite clear , t hough we c.·1umot fQllow all the d('tails. 
Bible Critic-s llllve their own explanation of this clmpter of 



1()5 XVI. l 

V. KORACH 
CHAPTER XVI 

16 I. No\\' Korah, the: son of I.zhar, the son of 
Kohath, the son of Levi, with Dathan and Abiram, 
the sons of Eliab, and On, the son of Peleth, 
sons of Reuben, took men : 2. and they rose 

11;irrnl1·s that. while he wns trn\·elling in the desert, an Arab 
show(·d hi111 th<' place wht'IT Korah and his companions 
lt:11I lwl'11 1· 11~11ll't'll. Tlwr<' wa-; at the spot a crack in the 
.. 1·01111d and "" putti1w his car to the crack he heard ,·oices 
~ ... , .. ·' ~'""t'S a11d liis T17ralt arc true, and we arc liars."' 

'.\\' I. 1- 15. H1rn1-: 1.1.10~ o~· Ko1t.'1I, n.\TllA~. 
. \Hlll .\ )I .\):0 0:-i 

1. 11mc· }{ 11rnh . . . lou/; 1m·11. I 11 the Heb. Text, took is 
II• .t r .. Jlo\\'t•d "'' :111 ohjcct. .\lost \'ersions follow Ilm Ezra 
:11111 ~11ppl,,· tJ,;. \Yonl •· 1111·11." 

,,1111:• 1~/' f:.linr, t /ir so11 1!f' 1-.· u/111/lt. Kornh was thus cou~in 
t <• .\111-;1·" and :\:lron. 

a·i/ft /)nfllflll m11/ . lhir/1111. They wcl'c Jeadi11g men in 
th1• ~rilH' 11f Hcuhen, who could not forget that theirs was 
the ddcst tribe :ind from it---thcy held- should the rulers 
of Israd ltl' recruited. The men of Lc,·i and Heuben came 
tu joiu ha11ds - the Hahbis say- uccausc they always marched 
11c:xt <:ach other (11, rn, 17; ::-.:. 18, 21). illustrating the old 
p ru,·1·rh, '" \\"oe to the wi1·kccl, woe to his neighbour." 

011. tlit son of l'r/t'lh . lk is not mentioncd again ~ither 
i11 this d1:1pl<'r or dsc\\'h1'rc. Legend represents him as 
s:i \ ' 1·d fro111 destruct ion },,· his. wift•. " \\'hen On told his 
wil'1· that lu.: had joi11C'd l~orah's rebellion, she said to him, 

i\'l1:1t l11·11dit :-.halt tltu11 rca.p from it·? Ejthl·r )loses 
n·111ai11s 111a~l!·1· :111d thun art his followe r, or Korah becomes 
111:.~kr :111d t ltou art hi"i follower. ' It was. Kora.h's wife 
wh11 1 hr11ngh lwr im·itini.= wvrus plun~c<! her huslia11d into 
,J,.,_1 r1wti .. 11. and it was to his wife that Uu mn·d his 
""":II iu11; a., il is writtPn i11 the Houk of PrO\'c1·hs. evt:ry 
~· i ."' ;, ,,1111111 /111il1frtl1 her lious1•; but Lite JiJ{)/i.y/t 11l11c/,·1·/h it 
do;, 11 r.·itlt ha 11;.:11 ltuwl.~ .. P l idrnsh). 
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require 11 mezu:t.ah ? '.\los1·s 1111'\\'l'l'ed, " Y <'S." Thrn 
K orah said : " The pn.~cu(·c of the whole Torah cloes not 
fulfil the command. yet thou sayest t hat the few , .cl'ses 
thereof· rontained in th<' mczuzn h do make the house fit 
for human habitation ! " lie <'<mid not share the spil'itual 
outlook of ~loses whirh holds that knowle<lg<', no matter 
how abounding, must C\'Cr he nc·companied by re\·erent 
submission of mind and heut to the will of God (7ir .il7:p 
C:'OIU 1'1l:l~O) as prO<'laimed in the lllCZUZah • 

Then Korab undertook to show that the Laws instituted 
by ~loses were hard heyon<l cmduranee. Ile told the 
following parable : " A poor widow ha.cl o. field. \\"ht'n 
she came to plough it, l\loi.es forbJule her to plough it with an 
ox and an ass together; when :;he began to sow, '.\loses 
forbade her to sow it with mingled seeds. At the t ime of the 
harvest, )loses ordei·ed her to lea ,·e unrcaped the corners of _ 
the field and not to gather up the j!leanings, but to lcn,·e them 
for tile poor. H e furthermore demanded the heave-offering 
for the prie:;ts, an<l the tithe for the Lc,·i tes. The woman 
sold the field and purchased ewes, in the hope tha.t she might 
li,·e undist mbcd. Howe,·er, when the firstling of the sheep 
was horn, Aaron appeared 11nd <lcmandcd it as his due. 
At. shca rin~·timc Aaron reappeared and demanded •the 
first ol' the fleece of the sheep,' which, according to )loses' 
Law, was h is . Ile reappeared llJ.:ain and again with 1.1cw 
elem.ands, till the Jong-suffering woman slaughtered the 
sheep, and in her auger consccruted it to the Sanctuary. 
Thel'eupon it all fell to Aaron." " Such men," Korah 
coiwluded, " are Moses and Aaron ! " 

In hricof, l\:orah was a <lem11go~uc, and rec<>ilcd from no 
wrapon that would cli~credit '.\loses. Perhaps t he l>c·st 
judgment on the man aml the Cause he :-.ought to destroy 
is contained in the followin~ e11rious rabbinic legencl. 
Rahh11h bar Har Chanuh-lhc :'\lunchanscn of the Talmud-



I fr/ 

up before :\loses, with certain of the children 
of Israel, two hundred and fifty princes of the 
congrq~ation, called to the assembly, men of 
renown : 3. and they assembled themselves to
gd her against Moses anc.l against :\aron, and 
:-aid unto them, Ye take too much upon you, 
Sl'('ing all the congregation are holy, every one 
of them , and the LORD is among them: where
fon· thl·n lift ye up yourselves above the assembly 
of the Lo no? 4. And when ;:\loses heard it, 
he fell upon his face: 5. and he spake unto Korah 
and unto all his company, saying. In the morning 
the LonD will shew who are his, and who is 
holy. and will cause him to come near unto 
him : even him whom he shall choose will he 
muse to comr near unto him. 6. This do ; take 
ym1 crn-;ers, Korah, and all his company ; 7. a nd 
put fin· tlwrcin. and put incense upon them 
l>don· tlw LORD to-morrow: and it shall be 
that the man whom the L ORD doth choose, he 
~hall be holy : ye take too much upon you, ye 
sons of Lc,·i. 8. And Moses said unto K orah, 
I !ear now, ye sons of Levi : 9. secmeth it but a 
small thing unto you, that the God of I srael hath 

a11d Cod wo11ld show whdlic·r or •lilt llr nppro,·ctl of su ch 
:1"11111pt inn. 

7. !fl" tolo1· t1m 11111clt 11po11 you. l nclig11a11tly he reto~t" 
1q11111 th<' n·IJd, in their own words. 

8 11 . '.\lo'l'" 11 phr:1icl" Kornh and t lw Levitt's for their 
d1"·011l1·11t "irl1 tlac po~ition alrcndy 11ssij.!11ccJ to them. 

8. 1111/tl A'omh. \\"hik '.\l o.,es tlenls with Korah nnd his 
~r1111p. Dath:111 :11111 .\hil";lllt .;tancl i11 th<' hnt·k~r111111c l with 
tlw1r }!l"W\";1111T; i'. 1:!. 

i~ n ;p I~ 

iiJP }("'P1 c;f.1Ni?1 c~ i,~~)~ c,,~~ 
t'~~ ~-'?~ ,r;.~~ :c~~~ ~ "~7 s 
O"~ c~~ .~;;:r,~ ";1' ~'?~! C.1'~ ~~~ 
~~i ::-t)-i: t,pj?-'?~ ~j~ ~,~, ~-i-: ~~1 ' 
tri;Y,'"~1$1 miS-'?2$ mQ"T.:l : , .. ~_,,~ c,~, nW~ :i 
~"A?".'11 ~~'TritCl ;?-i~n2$ roi-r: "117:l ~~' 
iJ".ii? ~ ~~ : , .. 7~ ~A1~ ~1:1=t~ ..,~ n~1 i'!?2$ s 

~"Wi te~ ' 1D; 1)~1 !'U;'IV.-Z,-?1 ~'? n~ ~7 7 

~:jl':i~ ~:t :i:~ ~ h:r-i; :i~' M'1tOj? 11.:r?.~ 
-?~ :-!WQ ~~\j : "J'i. WP ~?-~'1 ~':r ~\) ~~ 8 

"tb~ ~,,:;i.~~ c.?~ ?Q~' : .,.h J.~ }(,ri~w ml? 9 

2. uf the ru11grc·p11t io11. ll11i li11~ not from one· trih<' cml.v, 
hut. from ull hrncl. 

t:olled . to the 1u.w:111bly. Summo1wcl for c•c111sultatio11 ns 
need a rost'. 

mm of renown. Di, tinguishe<l and i1tll1tc11tial mE'n. 
3. nll the congrrg11tiu11 ore hol!J. \\"ith the instinct of the 

true dema~o~ue, 1'ornh posccl us the <·hnmpion of the 
Pc-oplc- &.J?ain!lt t he ttllC'_t!<0cl dictutorship of ~lost's and 
~1non, the two brothel"~ who usurped all power and authority 
in Israel. Translatt.'(I mto modern pnrluncr, their crv wns: 
" Y~ur a<·tiou i-. 1111-.lt-wish; .111dnis111 i-. 1L .,j1irit11al 
tk·moc.·rney ! " 

4. he .fdl u pon hi.\· ji1ce. Eit hc·I" 1111 c-xprl'ssion or despair 
at th is sinful rtoC'llicm. or, of pr11y1·r for /.!llidnnc·e; t'. :l:l. 

5. 11.'/10 are /Ii,~- . .. holy. God will reveal which tribe He 
ha:> <:hosen to he ite,urcst unto H im, and who in thnt chosen 
t1·ihr. is fitt<'<I to he lli~h l'rit:st. 

6. tnke you 1·1·11x1·rx. '.\loses lwrt• mldrrssrs Kornh and 
tho>-t• L<·~itc·s who ,,·1·n· 1·11,·irn1s of the· highc·r pri,·ilcgcs 
11( tlw pnt:i.Llioocl. Ile· ch:dl1·11,l.!t"S tht·111 lo t<'11t tlu·ir dnin11. 
to <'<111nlity with .\ are11\ liy 11111l1·r~oi111.:" 11 -;pc-cic-s of •H"tknl. 
T hey tH<' 111 asi.unlt", for 1111cl·, l lit· f1111ctio11!> of prit•sthoo<I, 
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't.•parna.•c.J you from the congregation of Israel, 
w bring you nea r to himself ; to do the service 
of th,• tabt.•rnadr of the L ORD. and to stand 
bdorc t 111: <.' \Htgrcgation to minister unto them ; 
Jo. anti that he hath brought thee near, and a ll 
thy lm.'thrcn the sons of Levi with thee? and 
:-.1:vk yt' lhl' priesthood also? II. Therefore thou 
and all t hy company are gathered together 
il gain .... t the Lotrn : and Aaron. what is he that 
)'l' 11111nnur a~ain~t him ? 12. And l\Ioscs sent to 
c:ill J>athan a11<l Abiram, the sons of Eiiab: 
and thl'y :-ai<.1. \\'e will not come up: 13. is it a 
~mall thin~ that thou hast brought us up out 
o f :1 lan<.l flo\\'illR with milk and honey, to kill 
,..., i11 t lie \\'iltll'rnc..-;."· but thou must needs make 
t liy:-l If al5o a prince over us ?*11 14. Moreover 
1 hou ha-.t no t hrought us into a land flowing 
\\ ith milk and honey, nor given us inheritance 
o l fi1·td ... and vineyards: wilt thou put out the 
,.,".::;of thl'"t.' men ? we will not come up. 15. And 
\ f ,,...1 .... \\a ... ,·~ry wroth. and said unto the LORD, 

l~ 1·-.p1·< 1 110 1 thou thl' ir offering: I have not 

111 '1 \. l.i . \\' 11 ·hdly Dathan and :\liir:1111 now hy in
'11111:ol 1011 i-1111'1 t lw hla1111• for thnt di,11~tcr 1111 '.\to ... cs ! 
( \ \ 11 · 111·r). 

111tf 11ul tl1r f!I"·'· .\rr you trying to bli11<l us lo th<: true 
f;1f'I, '1 

""""' 111111 . \ 1·11pl11·111i,111 for .. us." 
15. :1 10//i. <; 1 II'\ ·~I a11d '1·xecl. 
,,.,,,,,I ""' t/11111 tlll'ir '!lfrri11g. "A<'.ccpl not th<' o ffe ring 

.. 1 11w1·11,,• "l11c·l 1 1111'." an· ahout to present unto Thee 011 

tla• 11111r1"'' . I H ,,111). 

l~ nip 168 

-,:i& i:'?~ ~~ :lA7''J'? c,~.-,~ n~ ~~ c,!C!~ 
:~ ~~ ,~,, -it?&. rr)~ 1~~~ ni~~r'\)$ 
-Qi ~~=;l' .,~ ,'r).~ ~~~: ~~ ~,7~ 
11~1 :l)Z,~ C?,~':t ~r:r:J~~' ~ i;~ ! :iJ.~ 11 

1trP x"='7'? ;iV>c n,?~ : , .. ?~ u\'rz:i "~ X\i-m 12 

"~ ~;o.i :~~i ~ '~N~ !:l~...i,~ ")~ C-,"~2'6i 1s 
.,. • 1 .- fY -:J J \. : I - AT • "' .I I \.T -: ,- l 

9'1i' 1?~:P ut:r~:P ~~.,, ~?i:i ~l n~ b~ .. 7~o · 
=>~ ~l h~~ M~ !:')~ :"i-,n~;:i-cJ u~?~ .,,,~,, u 
.. ;,~~ O"'J?.1 :i:Jlrf f1?o) unr,r:n ur:1N~~' W~"'r 
-i*~ :,,P~'( "'\'!J : ~~' 2'°? .,jplt;i c;r.:i O"yi?~' m 
~ i~ ~ ~-i,~ J~~ if}i:-i,l'S ~K~J 

11. tl1al ye 111t1rmur agaim-t him. .\ni:cm Wl\l> !'ot i:.~IC
a ppointcx.I. God H imsetr had called lum ~o lus oll~ce. 
and his duties nnd p r idl<'ges wcrt' duly ns.<;1~nNl to h.'m. 
As 11. result of this appeal by )lo,c-s, i.omc nf the Lentes 
-the t'hi ldrC'll or Kornh l\n\011~ tll<'lll 'C'('lll to luwc hcen 
detached fro111 the ho<lv of rc!K:J... Furth<'rmcm., we learn 
from I Chro11id1"' n. 1:!, that in lh<' li11r of 1\onih's dcs
cencl1111tl> appr11rc·tl lt-adt'rs of :-.1H·rcd MlllJ.!. Srnrnl of the 
Pc;:aJms arc 11.ttnh11tl'<I to the ••Sou-; of Kornh." Sec on 
XXVI, 11. 

12- 15. Dathan and Al>iriuu <-011tcnipt11011sly n·f11sc Moses' 
summons to nttc ml before him, llC(·usc him of nai .. lcading 
the people, and chnrg<' him with playing the princ

1
c o,·er the 

People on the stre11gth of promises he cannot fulf 11. 
13. a land jlu1L'i11g lrith milk aud lio11ey. lnsolcntly

and iro11it•111ly-- tll<'y npply to Ei,:ypt the very words h~, 
whil'h 'Most.'S tlto:-:crilll'd the- l'ro111io;t'd Land. 

14. not /Jrou~ftt '"'" l'r11l111hly 11 ... atiric· refcrcawc . to the 
di!.&Ster that o\·trtook t lw li.rul'lit~ whe11, c.l~p1te the 
warning of Mo..cs, tht·y at 1t111ptt'CI to enter t'nonan, rcrordcd 
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taken one ass from them. neither have I hurt 
one of them. I6. And 1\foses said unto Korab, 
Be thou and all thy congregation before the 
Lonn, thou, and they, and Aaron, to-morrow: 
J?. and take ye every man his censer, and put 
incense upon them, and bring ye before the 
Lu1w every man his censer, two hundred and 
fifty censers ; thou also, and Aaron, each his 
C<.'nscr. 18. And they took every man his censer, 
and put fire in them, and laid incense thereon, 
an<l stood .at the door of the tent of meeting 
with l\foscs and Aaron. 19. And KoraJ1 assembled 
all the congregation against them unto the door 
of the tent of meeting: and the glory of the 
Lonn appeared unto all the congregation. * iii 

20. And the Lo1m spake unto Moses and unto 
Aaron, saying, 2r. Separate yottrselves from among 
thb congregation, that I may consume them in 
a moment. 22. Anc.1 they fell upon their faces, and 
said, 0 God, the God of the spirits of all flesh, 
sha ll one ma n sin, and wilt thou be wroth with 
:ill the congregation ? 23. And the LORD spake 

22. ( :111/ rf t/1t• ·'/'irits 1!( nil j/e.,·h. Ile who mndc all hC'arL-. 
1·a11 l.1t: trn,,tc·d L<> _ di.,ti11gui"h lwtwccn the guilty heart and 
tlw ;;uupk ... out ... m1'>lt•d lw tlmt l!Uiltr htart. 

slinll 0 11c >mm sin. Korah, the diief instigator who leads 
lht' mas~cs astray: c·f. Gen. XYlll, 25' ("That be for from 
The><' ... lo sl:ty Lhc ri~htco11s with the wi(•ked that so the 
r ii.?htco11" shoulcl l>c a-; th<' wkk<'Cl : that he far froni Thee: 
shall not thc Jncl•~c of nil the ~arth do ri1rht ·t ") 

1t•roll1 with all the rongregation. The "'dupes of that one 
man nncl his mi-;guidcd conf cderatc-;. 

l~ nip lW 

~ ~2(~ :c.::r~ ~~ "~ K'?1 "~~~ b'° 16 

C;rJ i1~~ :].~ /.~~ ~::J ~1:'~~1 rtt;i~ ril~2$ 
ni~i? b.:r~~ o~' ~ ~~ 1 \l?i?' : ~ ~~111 
o;pX??; c~ ~ W'~ ~-i; :~~'? oi;i;~7''1 
w,:i,, ~ Trj?~ : ~ ~~ t!~ :"tt1-~1 ~ 18 

Mt'~ ,~~' ri1~7 0tn~ ~"r~ ~ c::r~" 12r;ii 
_i,.f-ns h-1i" o;r'~ Si-Ji?~ : n::i~1 ~; ~ ?v~ 19 

~~.i,2( m-r-"'1tti 2(.,,, ~~ ,,,k nri::;i.i,~ ~n 
T ";I \T ! I 1 ,- ,If.- Y .J - \Y V y-.n 

: ~M~ ~~2$1 :"tW~.i,~ ~i': ~-r,J 0 :~;:t :J ~'nl 
• L.. u. . 21 

~~'.1 !'~":P Ot:'k :"1J~~ ~l;:T n:wet ~ ~7'1?.i' 22 

~°:1 -,~:p-i,?7 liTI"1:;t j:f,1$ r,~ ~'1~N~1. Ci:ri~.i,~ 
:'"!)~ ~-n c :~i?~ ~;:r,.f r,?l ~ ,,,1$ 23 

not taken 01u .ass. " T hey accuse me of tymnny. But 
I have ne,·er so far abusetl my power and position as to 
accept even the meanest gift from nny o ne of them ! " In 
I Sam. vtn, 11- 17, we read whnt nu uutocrat of early times 
had it in his power to do. 

16-19. Ko1tA11 . .\SD lbs Co~rp.,:-; v AccEPT MosEs' 
CllAl. Lt::-:t:t: 

16 . . \lose.,· said unto Kora/1. ~lost"s r<'pents his charge to 
Korah (r. 6, 7) to be rcacly on the morrow and put his claim 
to the test. 

19. as11embled all tlte co11gregatio11. The rebellion was 
indeed a serious matter. Koru.h's dcmngogy, in addition 
to his rallying round him the ambitious leaders, hacl won 
over to his l>unner large sections in ILll the tribes. 

20-2~. :'\lusi::.s' l:-:·n:11c~:ss1<>-.: 

21 . separaLe your.veli•t:.Y from 11111<mg t/li.~ cougregation. As 
the whole c·ongreJ,tation, fovoming Koruh, hacl rendered 
itself worthy of exten l1i1tatio11. 
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unto 1\loses, saying, 24. Speak unto the congrega
tion, saying, Get you up from about the tabernacle 
of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. 25. And Moses 
rose up and went unto Dathan and Abiram ; 
and the elders o f Israel followed him. 26. And 
he spake unto the congregation, saying, Depart, 
l pr:ty you, from the tents of these wicked men, 
a nd touch nothing of theirs, lest ye be consumed 
i11 a ll thei r sins. 27. So they gat them up from 
the tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, 
on every side : and Datha n and Abiram came out, 
~t nd stood at the door of their tents, and t hell: 
win:s, and their sons, and their little ones. 28. 
And Moses said, Hereby ye shall know that the 
L ORD hath sent me to do all these works; for 
l ha \ 'L' not dune them of mine own mind. 29. If 
tl1c~(' men die the common death of all men, 
or if they be visited after the visitation of all 
men ; then the LORD ha th not sent me. 30. But 
if tlic Lo1rn make a new thing, and the ground 

28. all thru u·ork~. i.e. eonstitutin1:: myself the leader, 
and 111.v hrot hrr the High Priest. 

1101 •• • 1d" 111i 111· ui.·11 mind. llut at t11e C-"<press Divine 
('II ll t lll;l Ill!. 

29. lhtwL· 1111•11. DnLha11 a11<l Ahiram and their followers. 
tfil' tlll' rummon death. A natural deatli. 
l·i.~itcd afta the vi.~itation of (l/l men. i .e. suffer no. ex

I 1~11inli11ar.'· or significant fate. 
JO. 11111kr r1 m;w thing. lit. " create a creation " ; i.e. 

work n mirncJc which sweeps the rebels out of existence 
J,y 0111 · 'trttkl·: then will their guilt be apparent, and Moses' 
:111t li11ri l." ' indirntc<l. 

r~ nip in 

:l"~·~~ 't,~i:i 'it?~' ~~~ ~1 : ~~? ~Q-L;>~ 24 
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:l"?~~ 01'~~ iPl rn1?1~~~ t,~~ 1?~~ : cD~wr:i 27 

~")W~i °'"'~ M~ C"'~~p ~f~ Cl'~~) 1~11 
'm~ ~T'.?. riiP ri~1~ :iwo ~~~1 : ~ro1 c~'-=?1 2s 
n'b~~ : ~Z,o 2(~~ mN.-, ~'tz.n,~~~ M.~ MilV}'L;, 29 

c • • •• • • \. • VA"• T \.• -: .- - T r • r-

c.:r~~ .,i?~~ ~,-r,~ n1R!?1 ~7~ rl)'?~ c-r.::~~ 
11hcD' :-fl.I' ~, ~~~-01\1 : ,mv :-r\i' ~i, " 

1' I " t" l JT l • f • : • I • t'f 'f \ ; \.T I ,J 

1TI"'l c,.;i, i~~-n~i en~ ~~'~' ~~-n~ ~'1~0 " f.l'f I V y J'I -Z T V I T ..,, • IT 'f 

24. the tabeniacle. Ucttcr, the dTl't:lli11g. It is not impos· 
sible. howc,·er, that the rcl>cls had tlur<'<l to put up a rivtll 
Taberuudc. 

:?!>-3+. J)t.::.'lfltl:C"l'IO::O: OF Tll t·: ({l.:llEl .lS 

~othing could now lun-e p rc\'e11l<-tl the co1_npletc dis
integration of the l'copl<' sn ,.c the dcst rnct1,m of the 
instirrators of the sedition. Thnt dc·struction, moreover, 
had to he in so striking a wa~- t hnt it would cl<.-arly re,·cal 
the Didnc purpose. 

25. tl1e elders of brae.I. llm E:i-.ra suggests that th~sc 
wel'e the 70 elders who, a«cordin~ In XI, lG, 17, were to ass1~t 
Moses in b<'uring the burden or tht· people. These remain 
loyal cluring the uplwnrnl. , 

26. in all their .~in.'>. On 111To11nt of thl· i.:rcat mult1tmle 
of their sins. 

27. Dat11an and Abira111 ... . \·tuoo at the d.oor. With a 
brazen mien, re\·~lin)! and hlasphrming Gou ( Llashi). 
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opl.'n her mouth, and swallow them up, with 
all that appertain unto t hem, a nd they go down 
ali\·e into th~ pit ; then ye shall understand 
tli.tt these uwn have despised the LORD. 31. And 
it came to pa..,s, as he made an end of speaking 
:tll thc."e \\·orrls, that the ground clave asunder 
th.it was undt' r them : 32. a nd the earth opened 
l1t·r mouth, and swallowed tht·m up, a nd their 
hou:-cl1ul<ls, and all the men that appertained 
un to Korah, and all their goods. 33. So they, 
~ll<I :ill that appertained to them, went' down 
:tlin! into the pit : and the earth closed upon 
1 I h ' lll , :rnd th<'y perished from among the as
:-.t ·111 lJl y. J-t. And all I srael that were round 
about them fled at the cry o f t hem : for they 
~ai<l. Lest the earth swallow us up. 35. And fire 
~anw forth from the L ORD, and dc\·oured the 
two hundred an<l fifty men that offered the 
incense. 

CUAPTER XVII 

17 1. And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 
2 . :-,peak unto Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest, 
that he take up the censers out of the burning, 
and c;cattcr thou the fire yonuer ; for they are 

,,. J. 11~fi,J. '''"'' " //11< i• Clt0flf1'Y ,,. ,.,,It. 36 

/i•r t/11·11 ,,,,. /111/y. Bd In. fnr ll11'ff <1r1· llt'r01111' holy (.\J) ; 
I fw , ... ""''"' Imel prt•\ iou'I~· h1·t·11 prin1tc property, lmt they 
liad. I hru11;.!11 the rat·L lh:tt in(·c·u<>c h.'\d been offered in them, 
at·•1111r1·tl :.a1·rl•d1w:.:., 1111tl 11111sl 11c\·crmorc be used for a 
"eru l:t r pu rposc. 

17~ 

·nx ;f;>~, C~)~, ~ ':0 cf.lvr" m~tD C")j 
Y • \,- T ,J" T -: ft I -: P , . ¥ ! • t• f A : \. 

~~~l:lJ ;-fy~.., C':q1•7'-? I)~ ~1'? uii;,~~ ~~ !:"Jl~ 31 

~=?%7l1 :;r~-n.~ hi$i., M~l:lj : C.,,l1;1l:l i~ ~~:r 32 

-':>=9 ~! r'll~~ i~ c~:r"-? n~ Cl~~-n~1. CD~ 
c~r;u ~~~ c~~r:r ~~ i~-?-?1 °'' ;.,-,~ , : ~l' 33 

-iw~ ?.;j~~ :'A:r~j ~ r:i~~ y-).~1 o:r'~ M 

: n~:r iJ#.?=?1:111} i~tc ,?. c~p'? ~02 c.:r~,;;lt;J 
~~ c:~; c,~Ot:T r\~ t,~~f.IJ iJ.1'~ ~ ~ ~ ~i, 

o :ni?A~j~?.,,~ 
C AP. xvn. r 

f)~ if*~~ ~t$ :~M~ :iw~..i,~ ~~ ~1' 2 ac T~ 
m 1 ~~Tns1 ~~iif'iJ r?.~ mr:i~'T~ c:t'\ rtt~j 

inlo the pit. lit. ·• into Sh<.-ol" ; rcgu.rded as deep down 
under the earth , u11cl U.) the plo.(!C where the wicked go 
after death. 

32. opened her 1111mtli. St:c p. :!:.lei. 
tl1at appertai11ed u 11tu K urah. All who n.ssociated them

selves with Kornh in his rebellion were sucidcnly engulfed. 
See. howcn•r, XXVI, 11, .. notwithstn11di1l~ the sono; or 
Korah died not." 

34. at the rry uf llu111. At the minglctl sou11d of the human 
shrieks and of the en rt h·ct111\·ulsions t hnt l'ltgulfcd the me11. 

35. that offui:d lite i 11cc11s1'. The Hcuhrnit<.'s who iiecuscd 
Moses or misleading t he peoplt WCl'C dest royed- like Nadab 
and Abihu - by fi re from the L o no. 

C 11APTEll XVll 

1-5. The bmzcn censers or the 250 men nrc to be collected 
and hammcreJ into plal6 for the Alta r o r humt-offering. 

2. and b·caltcr llio" tlie fire yonder. Scatter the hurning 
coals in the censers far away frvm the Altar. 
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holy ; 3. even the censers of these men who have 
sinned at the cost of their lives, and let them be 
m ade beaten plates for a covering of the altar: 
for they offered them before the LORD, therefore 
t hc·y are holy : and they shall be a sign unto the 
children of Israel. + And Eleazar the priest 
took the brasen censers, which they that were 
burnt had offered ; and they beat them out for a 
con•ring of tht• altar : 5. to be a memorial unto 
the children of l srad, to the end that no stranger, 
\\'bich is not of the seed o f Aa ro n, come near to 
bum incense' before the LORD; that he be not as 
K orab , and as his company: as the LORD spake 
1111lo him by the hand of Moses. 

(1. But on the morrow all the congregation of 
th<' c:hildren o f Israel murmured against Moses 
and against Aaron, saying, Ye have killed the 
pt•opl1.• of the Lorrn. 7. And it came to pass, 
wlu·n the congregation was assembled against 
:'If osl's and against Aaron, tha t they looked 
toward the tent of meeting: ·and, behold, the 
cloud covered it, and the glory of the LORD 
appeared. 8. And ~roses and Aaron came to the 
front of the tent of rneeting .*iv 9. And the lLORD 

spake unto J\f oscs, saying, IO. Get you up from 

8. ro tlw .fmnt '!( rhr t r111. In response to this Didne 
m:rnifl·statio11, :md to rrc·l.'i,·e the D ivine charge for further 
~1ctio11. 

? , ni p 11s 
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3. al llle 1·0.~t n.f lhrir lirrN. Or. "n~aim.t th<'.'i r own souls ... ' 
(ll\" Text ). 

<00rait1g 1if llu~ altar. .For 1111 utlditio11al hron7.c <-overing 
or the Altar of burnt-oHt'rini.:- ; Exo<l. XX\ "IT, 2. . 

u .~ig11. A JH•vpelunl remindrr of the fntc that befell 
the rebels who handled the (°C11sers out of which these 
" beaten plates " were maclc. 

5, of thr seed of Aaro11. A priest, and not a Levitc. 
unto hirn. Better, rl'gardiug him : Aaron. 
6-15. Tht- disarredion hmf ~prcarl so far t h.at many 

of the people resent<'d the death of Kot-ah nit<( his followers, 
and held Moses responsible for it. This furthe r shows that 
the complete supprt•s..;ion of tJte rd1cllion wns a Cfllestiou 
of To be or not to be for Israel. The p<'Ofll<' a rc \"i<iitcd 
by an outbreak of plaJ..rue. 

7. the cloud covered it. As 1\ sy111hol of protection to God's 
loyal sen·a.nts against the threakning mob. 
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;.11nong this congregation, that I may consume 
1 lwrn i 11 a moment. r\ ml t hL'Y fell u pl)n their 
1:11:1.•s. 11. :\nd ).fu~cs $aid unto Aaron. Take thy 
('l'l1:--l'r, and put fire therein from off th(' altar. 
a ncl lay incense the reon, and carry it quickly 
unto the congregation. and makt· atonement 
for them : for there is wrath gone out I rom the 
L1 nw : tlt1.• pla~uc is begun. 12 .. \ml ;\aron tuok 
:ts )los.('S sp:tkC'. and ran into the midst of thl' 
a:-.sl'ml>ly : and, behold, the plague was begun 
among the peopk : and he put on the incense, 
and made atonement for the people. lJ. And he 
stoi1d bet\\·ccn the dead and the living; and 
tl1v plague \vas stayed. q. Now they that died 
hy the plague were fourteen thousand and seven 
li1111cln·d, besides them that c.lied about the matter 
of Kor:1h. 15. :\n<l :\aron rett1rnec.1 unto Moses 
11nl1> 1 he dt1or of thl' tent of meeting: and the 
pLt~ue was ~tayccJ.*,· 

1(>. :\nd the Lorrn spake unto Moses, saymg, 

/ 11 /. 11"/1 It / Id•{," tJ11 , 1' I ' /u1 f'I• r .\' 1·11, 1•. I 

I n - :!K. \ " 1:-; lll{:ATICl1' lit' :\.\HO:-< 

\l<•:-l'" dl'po-.ib. twdn· ll':t!lds for ('ad1 of the twrlvc 
tril'<"'· ;rnd ;111 ;1dditi1111al rod in:-.t·ri lH•d with th(' name of 
:\arn11 a" hc>acl of tht· trihl· or Ll·,·i. lbn Ezra suggC"sts that 
:is t 11(· two triht·s of the d1ildn·n of .Joseph (Ephrnim ancl 
;\l:.11:1-.,..·h) wc·r·· n ·t·kc11wd log-dhc·r (Dt•ut. XX\'11, 1~). the 
tnt:il 1111111hl·r of lhl· rods did 11ot <>xcccd twdvc. Next 
111orni11g. i\:1ro11·s rod had h111lded aud brought forth fruit, 
1·t111lirr11it1" tlw 1>i,·i111• clwit·c of L<',·i. £Lc-1wcforth, Anron's 
ri.,Jit tc1 tfi,. 11rit·~Lhood is 111u:h:ille11"l'd. 
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' . ' . 
C"~j i"~1 !;-Tf?~~'J i~~pj c::rJ•'.J r;; C"'~Ji"~ 14 

C"f.Qi":T i~~ li1~1?. ~;;~ !:')'?!$ ij?'~ ilf.'~!~ 1i~~~ 
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~i' ':p-',l$1 ~, : ~~' ~..,~ :"!j:-t; ~~ ~~ 

10. fdl upon their faces. In prayer u1td entreaty to God 
to spare the rebclliou:s people: xsr, :!~. 

11. tl1y c:enser. lit. " the ccnst-r " : i.e. the censer which 
bclong'S to th<' lliµ-h P riest a11d whit·h he use<~ on the 
Day of Atonement (Le\'. xvr, l:!) wltt·11 ministering in the 
Sanct1111n•. 

111al.:t: aio11e111e11tfor them. As wt• sec- fro111 Lt•\' . X\' I, l:!, l :i, 
t11c use of i1tee11.1.;c played nn i111port1111t pt11·t iu t he Atonement 
r itual. I n the prcsr11t i11sta1we, it is 4uite possible that, 
as the £in which had hrought about tltc- cala.111itv consisted 
in the huming of i11(·t·11sc, thC' 111cnns for the · atonement 
of the .sin was also to consist in the lrnrning of int·ensc. 

wrath gone out ji-om the I.011J>. \\'rnth is spoken of as n 
Divine 111('sse11ger thnt is to <·xcrntc God's punislunent 
upon the guilty . It goes fo1th to kill, and slays as it 
proceeds. -

13. b1·ttt·t·e11 the d1·atl 11111/ 1111· li1·i11;!. .\11ron haiitc11s and 
tHk cs up n positio11 in front of Wrath. All behind have 
d ied : those in front hnv<' not h<·cn t1t1H:hctl ; they arc Jidng. 
Thus it is that Aaro11 :-. t1111ds bctw~·cn the livi1tg and the 
dead, and swys the plague:. 
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17. ::,peak unto the children of Israel, and take o f 
lltl'lll rods, unt.' fur each fatherl'>' house, of all 
th<'ir princes according to their fathers' houses, 
l\\'~h·c ro<ls: write thou e,·ery man's name upon 
his rod. 18. And thou shalt write Aaron's name 
upon Lill· rod of Levi : for there shall be one rod 
fur Pach head of their fathers' houses. 19. And 
thou ~halt lay them up in the tent of meeting 
bdorc the testimony, where I m eet with you. 
20. And it s ha ll come to pass, that the man whom 
l l'>hall choose. his rod shall bud : and I will make 
to C'ca c from me the murmurings of the children 
ol Israel, which they murmur against you. 2r. 

A11d '.\Coses ~pa.ke unto the children of Israel, 
and all their princes ga\'c him rod.:;, for each 
prince one. according to the ir fathers' houses, 
t ' \'t•n t wl'ln· rod<> : and the rod of Aaron was 
:111u111g their rod:-. 22. And l\Ioi.cs laid up the 
ro<ls before the LORD in the tent of the tes t imony. 
23 . .r\nd it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses 
"t.' tH into the tent of the testimony ; and, behold, 
thv 1od of Aaron for the house of Lc\'i was budded, 
and put forth buds, and bloomed blossoms, 
and bare ripe almonds. 24. And .Moses brought 
out all the rods from before the LORD unto all 
tlw chikh cn of ls racl : a nd they looked, and 
took cn;ry man his rod.* vi 25. And th e L ORD 

24. 1/111/ tlt1•y luuked. ll crc ·wa~ i11dccd Ui,·inc confil'mation 
uf t 111· I I lj.!h Pril'!>thootl of Aa.rua. 
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17. nxu. Ordinarily carried by tlll' princ't's u-1 tlw s~·mbol 
of tribal authority. · 

father6·' house. Tribe. 
prince.~. Those n11.med in d11tptt'rs 11 a11<l \ ' tr. 
18. Aaro11'B name. To indi«ttl<' that God hnd nppointrcl 

Aaron to be the prin~-e or his trihc. 
19. before tlie te.dimony. i.e. in front of the Ark that 

contained the two Tables or tlw Testimony. 
20. I shall chootre. For t he !.pN·ial duties o.nd pri\'ilcg<'S 

of the priesthood. 
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:-aid 11mo :\loses, Put IJ.ack the ro<l of Aaron 
hl'fon· tht• Cl'Stimony, to be kt:pt for a token 
: 1.~ain::;t the- children of rebellion; that t hou 
ma\'\.::-t make.> an end of t heir murmurings against 
nu:: that they die not. 26. Thus did Moses: 
;1:' t h1.: Lo1rn commanded him, so did he. 

27. And the children of Israel spake unto ~loses, 
..;a \·ing. Behold, we perish, we a rc undone, we 
ar~· :ill 11n<lone. 28. E very one that cometh near , 
t h:1 t cumeth near unto the tabc:rna.cle of the 
I.n1m. d ieth : shall we perish a ll of us? 

n~ ,_~,, r.~ ~-~ :lW;:t ~-i,~ ~"17 ~~;~ ~ 
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