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Horwitz, Louis Charles. [sound cartridge]. 1957.

CHARLIE: [00:00] 1t seems that the Jews were a little too

pleased at the time when the large government seemed to
succeed In its job to throw the communists out — the
Stalinists out. And this 1s cuminyg back to plagyue them. And
I think that, as with everybody else, the new government is
putting under screws, and they’re cleaning up as much as
they can. Now, the relationship between the Jewish
community and the SSE —

Before yuu go on with that, the net result of what you’re
describing to me, the change 1n the personnel ot the top
layer of command 1n the Jewish community, you started to
say, might indicate that the program of [01:00] relief in
transit would be affected 1n some way or other. Were you

about to go on tu describe that at this point? All right.

CHARLIE: We have to wart and see just exactly who the people

Rabbi

will be with whom we will have to deal. It’s a question of
confidence in the relationship, in the turning over
considerable sums of money to these people. 1 personally,
based on my lengthy experience with the Hungarian

government and others in the welfare program, have every
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hope that regardless of who the people may be, 1t will
continue to be possible to do an effective relief job.
This relief job reaches how many people at the present

time? And what form of relief gets to them, briefly?

CHARLIE: [02:00] Well, the relief job, which is carried out

through the union of Jewish community reaches some 11,000
people, must of them peuple vver the aye of 60 and 65,
through soup krtchens, through parcel service, food parcel
service, through medical services, clothing, and other
services of a similar nature. Over and above that, of
course, we have another relief program which 1s not carried
on through the union ot Jewish community, and which is
continuing as betore -- there has been no 1nterterence with
that — and which reaches another probably 25,000 people in
the country now.

Now, that’s as ftar as Hungary 1s concerned. Have you
anything to say about the |03:00| mnternal program, the
relief and transit program, 1T 1t exists at all 1n the

other two countries? In Poland and 1n Romania?

CHARLIE: In Poland, we have been carrying on a relief program

Rabbi

involving a rather limited number of people, until the
repatriates came into the picture. Since the repatriates

appeared, you know perhaps that something like 7,000 Jewish
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Q:

repatriates appeared in Poland, of whom, according to best
information available, some three to four thousand have
left the country for Israel. We didn’t have to address
ourselves to this problem immediately, but as of recent, we
have had a number of requests, that is the SSE had, and the
world Jewish congress had, and other Jewish groups had
requests trom the religirous cuommunity of Poland, the
community which 1s headed by [04:00] the two men Dr.
[Liebel?] and engineer rrankel, to provide help with their
programs, which address themselves to the problems of the
repatriates. The repatriates who have been left behind, who
have been stoupped trom leaving the couuntry, are being
resettled by the Polish government in lower Silesia. They
are being grven apartments that were left vacant by Polish
Jews who lett tor Israel. Other than that, they get a per
capita grant of 500 zlotys, and with that they are supposed
to integrate themselves, go 1ook Tur jobs, and generally be
independent.

What does 500 zlotys amount to?

CHARLIE: 500 zlotys, according to the, what you would call free

Q:

Rabbi

market rate of exchange, would be five dollars.
[05:00] well now, you have what 1 would call a caseload of

repatriates to worry about, which at the moment doesn"t
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appear to be large. But i1f the repatriation iIs to resume in
large numbers again from Russia, and if they do not leave
for Israel, might it be assumed that your responsibility
for that group of people would grow larger and larger once
you take on the initial responsibility for caring for any
of them, through the SSE that is. And now you have two or
three thouusand, supposing yuu had twenty thousand. Would
you be able to or would you be willing to take care of that

number’

CHARLIE: Let me Tirst say that the repatriation of Jews from

Rabbi

Russia to Poland has practically come to a stop. Because
Jews are no longer permitted to leave the country after
repatriation, [06:00] they don”t care to come to Poland,
but they sit 1t out In Russia. As long as they aren’t in
Siberia, exactly 1n Siberia. As long as they are In places
like Latvia and Lithuanita — former Latvia and Lithuania
etc. — they have a ruot over therr head, they may have a
livelihood, and they retuse to yu through with the
repatriation, which 1s optional as you know, not wanting to
face what they know these repatriates are facing who are
unable to leave Poland for Israel. There’s a school of
thought to which I also subscribe, that this repatriation

movement of Jews to Poland may be restarted if i1t becomes
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known that somebody like ourselves actually provides for
the needs of the repatriates once they have [07:00]
returned to Poland. And we are now finding ourselves in
difficulties with this program. The religious community has
just written a letter to the SSE explaining that based on
“advice” — 1In quotation marks — which means, of course,
advice frum the authorities, 1t 1s not desirable that the
SSE should grve assistance to individual repatriates. We
have been given this assistance by sending PKO parcels to
them based on names and addresses which were supplied us by
the Israelis. The religious community advises the SSE that
it 1s not looked upun tTavorably by the government nor by it
that this reliet program should continue. They say that it
may lead to a demoralization ot the people. [08:00] It may
make them dependent upon outside assistance, and it may
make them unwilling to adjust to the reality of their
situation. And tur all of these reasvuns, they suggest that
ifT the SSE wishes to yive assistance to Polish repatriates,
it should channel 1ts assistance through the religious
community for a more constructive program.

Q: Have you answered that letter yet? Or haven’t you made up

your mind what you’re going to do about it?
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CHARLIE: Well let me first explain what they mean by

Rabbi

constructive program. They want go get us away entirely
from giving assistance — welfare assistance — to
individuals. What they want is lump sums with which they
can finance, for example, retraining activities. They say
that the people have to [09:00] adjust themselves to
workinyg coundrtions 1n Poland, that they have to upen
schools and retramning centers for them, and they need
money Tor that purpose. They also say that they would like
to provide, Tor example, summer vacations tTor the children
of the repatriates, and they want to carry on some large-
scale program tor that purpuse. Now, we have answered that
letter by saying that we are pertectly willing to sit down
and talk to them about what would be a reasonable program,
but In order tor us to be able to do so, 1t would be
necessary and, ftrom our point of view, desirable, that a
person like Dr. |Hreman?| would be mnvited to come to
Warsaw to have conversations with these people right on the
spot. We haven’t said that we wouldn’t do one thing, or
that we would want to do another thing. We’ve left it
entirely open for discussion with them. [10:00] In the
meantime, we are continuing nevertheless to send these

parcels to the repatriates, because we believe that i1t is
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absolutely essential that they should have a means of
livelihood. The 500 zlotys, as | explained to you, which at
the open market rate of exchange are worth about five
dollars, are of course a drop In the bucket. They don’t do
anything for these people. And these people are unable to
find jobs. That is one of the reasons why Polish Jews are
leaving the country, because they can no lonyer fTind
employment as needed. And the repatriates, of course, are
at a disadvantage. Also, they are being sent to places
which are unrelated to opportunities tor employment. We
feel that they must be assisted. We are assisting them. We
feel that 1t 1s not undesirable to dety the attitude of the
government and ot the religious committee. [11:00] We feel
that we put ourselves 1n the better bargaining position if
we show them that despite therr warnings to the contrary,
we find ways and means of getting at these people, getting
relief and assistance to these peuple, and we feel that if,
as, and when Dr. Hieman will be invited to come, and we
honestly believe that he will be i1nvited to come, we have a
better position to work out a relief program which iIs more
adequate than they are now planning to have it. And we
also, of course, hope, as | said before, that by giving

this much encouragement to the repatriates already in
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Poland, we may stimulate every new movement of Jews from
Russia into Poland. Why do we do this? We do it because we
are convinced that at some point in the foreseeable future,
the Polish government [12:00] will have to permit continued
emigration even of repatriates to Israel, and we want to
place Jews now in Russia In a position where they can take
advantaye of these oppurtunities once they arrive.

Very good, logical position. And 1 would call 1t very good
planning for the Tuture. IT reminds me of the time ten
years ago when, betore you could get Jews into then-
Palestine, you Tirst had to get them into the DP camps iIn
Germany. So nuw 1t’s a guestion, you’ve ygot to get them out
of Russia, into Poland, 1n the hopes that someday they will
again be able to get out of Poland to Israel. All right,
Charlie, look that was very good. That gmrves up a kind of a
general recaprtulation of tastern Europe. 1 want to ask
Herb [Katsky?] about North Africa and some Ffireld trips he’s
made recently. Before we yive the microphone over to him,

do you have anything else you want to add?

CHARLIE: [13:00] 1 don’t think I’ve said anything about Romania

Q:

Rabbi

and Czechoslovakia.

No, that’s right.
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CHARLIE: 1 think you would want to know that there i1s just

Rabbi

nothing coming out of Romania at the present time, and that
we have been definitely told by Rosen that the government
has vetoed any introduction of relief supplies Iinto Romania
by the SSE. They have told them to so advise everybody on
this trip to central Europe, and he has done so. There is
nothing doiny, as far as that 1s concerned. We are also
having difficulties now to send medical supplies iInto
Romania. We have had any number ot parcels with medicines
urgently needed by sick people 1n Romania returned by the
postal authorities. We are trying now to find out what is
happening, why this 1s beinyg doune, and to find the way to
get them 1n despite the difticulties. We have done --
[14:00] had to do this time and again, and we have always
found a way. Ihis may be purely bureaucracy, or 1t may be
something deeper. It may be, again, a closing oft of relief
supplies of any kind to the Jews uTt Romania, pending some
new developments which are benny prepared by the
authorities and the exact nature ot which we don’t know. As
far as Czechoslovakia is concerned, we also have very
definite news that it iIs not agreeable to the Czech
government to have the SSE undertake a program similar --

in Czechoslovakia -- similar to what is being done in
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Hungary. So they have made up their minds about the SSE,
probably based on their own investigations, which would
indicate that the JDC had something to do with it, and the
JDC 1is still persona non grata in those countries.

And 1 would probably add that the attitude of those two
countries iIs due [15:00] to the orthodoxy of their
communist pousition, which 1s really sayiny the same thing.
They are the most orthodox communist countries, Romania and
Czechoslovakia, and theretore anything having to do with

the west, such as the JDC, 1s the most taboo to them.

CHARLIE: Now, as far as Russia 1s concerned, there has been an

Rabbi

ever-increasing need tor supplies to be sent 1n there by
various groups, including, tor example, Lubavitcher,
including the Assocration ot Baltic Jews 1n the United
Kingdom. Ihe demands made upon us for reliet supplies to be
sent Into Russia 1s an ever-growing one. And what we are
unable to do 1n une area In other wourds, for example in
Czechoslovakia, 1s doubly and triply made up by increased
demands made upon us Trom other areas such as, tor example,
Russia.

OK [16:00] [Brucher?] is that i1t? Thanks very much,
Charlie. Herb Katsky says that he’s got a full report on

North Africa, Morocco, Tangiers, Algiers, Tunisia, down at
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a staff meeting on June the 6%, and it’s being typed up

now, and we should have it within ten days in the office,

and so there’s no point in his repeating the stuff into the

machine at this point. We’ll take the verbatim notes from
his report last month. But he’s got one footnote to add
about immigration from lIlran, and that was not included in
the last statt notes. It will be 1n the next set of staff
notes, but we might as well get that thing on the record
now .

KATSKY: So far as mmmigration trom lran to Israel 1s
concerned, the Jewish agency 1n leheran has [17:00] 10,000
people registered 1n lran, most anxtous to go to Israel as
soon as they can. The larger proportion of these 10,000

people have been medically examined, and they have passed

the socral criteria tor admission to the country. There are

no difriculties for getting passports or exit permits or
anything else tor these people tu yet ovut of the country.
The big difficulty 1s one of transportation. The Sachmut
sends one plane a month to Iran, which carries, 1f the

thing is fully loaded, about 80 or 85 people, and that’s

the only limiting factor on people moving from lran to

Israel at the present time. This results in the movement of

about 900 a year, which would be twelve times eighty,

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman Collection, MS-763, Box 72, Folder 1. American
Jewish Archives, Cincinnati, Ohio.

11



Rabbi

instead of the 10,000 getting out. They’re most anxious to
go. They tell me that the letters which are coming back
from Israel to Iran at the present time [18:00] are most
optimistic, and are encouraging family members to come down
to Israel as soon as they can get there. The people are
steamed up, and they’re anxious to go. The position is such
that individuals who have been selected several years ago
and who are ready to go are becoming sick and tired of
waiting 1n the towns trom which they were selected -- or in
which they are selected, and they’re taking off on their
own, coming up to leheran hoping that mn that way, by being
personally and physically present In leheran some means
will be found to get them to Israel more quickly. In my
view, 1t would be extremely helptul not only trom the point
of view ot a people who want to go to Israel, but also from
the point ot view of Teheran -- of Iran 1tself 1t this
proportion of Jewish people could be assisted to move to
Israel at the earliest poussible mument. [19:00] Perhaps
while you’re 1n Israel you can ask about 1t and Tind out
why .

What you’re suggesting is that here are people who are
ready, willing to go, who have no technical obstacles iIn

way, who are good human material, and the rate at which
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they’re being taken i1s pathetically small. You say in a
joke that somebody in authority ought to be asked why more
Iranians aren’t being taken than just one planeload a
month. 1 don’t want to ask the question because 1 know the
kind of an answer that 1’11 get. They’ll say, “Get more

money, we’ll take more lranians.”

KATSKY: That”s your problem. Yuu’re supposed to yet a campaign

Rabbi

and 1°m giving you 10,000 customers. Well, from the point
of view of the huge AA campaign, 1°m not at all sure that
it’s a question of tunds alone which 1s holding these
people back 1n 1ran. 1 think that Iran, which politically
[20:00] for the moument Tor the Jews 1S yuilet, was put
somewhere lower down on the Iist of priorities than some
other countries trom which the Jewish people had to be
moved more rapidly. But 1t 1t IS true —-- and 1t appears to
be true -- that there’s going to be an abatement iIn the
rate ot mmmigration trom the eastern kuropean countries,
and 1t would appear alsu that the rate of movement from the
North Atrican countries also 1s abated ftor the time being,
then it would seem that this moveable group of 10,000 which
can be gotten out reasonably quickly ought to move higher
up, then, on the list of priorities as a source of people

who would be able to go to Israel and go there promptly.
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This 1s a fair point to be made, and I know you will ask

people In authority about it, as shall 1. Let me thank both

you guys for putting the time in on this thing, and --

what? What did she say?

CHARLIE: Herb I wanted to tell you i1t was a pleasure, a

privilege to have visited you.

KATSKY: Your unseen radio audience will hate you trom now on,

Charlie. Good night, gentlemen.

[break in audio]

Q:

Rabbi

To see to 1t that the mmmigration continues so that, as far

as Poland 1s concerned, the indications all are In a
positive directiun, at least on a present level. As far as
Hungary 1s concerned, there are 2,000 people who have
received passports and who are warting to go, and those
2,000 will be brought out as time and condritions permit,
and they should be coming out farrly quickly. As far as
Romania 1s concerned, 1t seems tu be yurte small, almost
negligible at the moment, but again, the developments
[22:00] mn Russia might turn out to be of such a nature as
to make us slightly optimistic about future possibilities
in Romania. Not only the developments in Russia, but the
removal of certain people in Romania herself, including

some Jews, might make the opportunities greater for
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M1:

Rabbi

immigration arrangements in the future. That’s as far as
eastern Europe is concerned. As far as Egypt is concerned,
it seems to be running its course, and by the end of the
year probably there will be almost no one left, which 1s
another way of saying that those who want to come out and
come to Israel will already have been brought out. As far
as North Africa 1s concerned, negutrations are yoing on —-
or, more properly, are being [23:00] begun again in order
to have what |lour?| mn Paris calls an “assisted individual
emigration.” The policy ot the Moroccans i1s still the same;
they’re against mass emigration. They’re still
theoretically in tavor of indrvidual emigration. The
argument now 1s that individual emigration has to have an
assist from somebody. The fact 1n Morocco 1s that without
somebody to pressure ftor the processing ot passports, the
government simply doesn’t i1ssue them. When the people apply
for them themselves, the red tape and the reluctance are
such as to indicate that they aren”t going to be given in
large numbers. As a matter ot tact, the tigure 1 have iIs
that 35 individual passports were given last month, where
people applied for them without any help.

[24:00] Like this? Well, the big thing to remember about

Morocco -- I don’t think that we want to come out with this
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now, but the time may come when we may have to come out
with 1t -- Is that there is no country outside the Iron
Curtain countries where you have an lron Curtain policy on
emigration such as you have in Morocco at the present time
in regard to Jews. 1 think that this i1s a point to remember
because it’s a point that may have to be made big use of at
a certamn puint of time, 1t there’s no other way.

Q: All right. And therefore, that leads us to a question of
what the prognosis looks like. Apparently, talking in the
broadest terms and obviously with plenty ot latitude for
mistakes one way or the other, |25:00] 1t might be fair to
say that for next year, or perhaps even at an annual rate
which would begin at the end or this year, there might be
as many as 3,000 or perhaps 3,500 a month from Eastern
Europe -- talking about rFoland, Hungary, and Romania all
together. With ftluctuations -- Poland may go down, Romania
may go up, but present calculatiuns, with everything in a
state of flux, seem to lead to the conclusion that one
might estimate 3,500 a month Trom Eastern Europe. As far as
Egypt is concerned, going over into 1958, one should say
that perhaps 500 a month would be the maximum -- it might
be lower than that -- which would represent a final

cleaning up of the Egyptian situation. Now as far as North
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Rabbi

Africa i1s concerned, which means mainly [26:00] Morocco,
it’s been running at the rate presently of 1,000 or perhaps
1,200 a month. 1t could be stepped up beyond that, and
therefore to talk about any figure for next year is really
premature at the moment because 1t depends on the way the
present negotiations come out, It depends on what the rate
in Eurupe turns out to be Tor next year. There are two
other areas which must come i1n for consideration at this
time, although we haven’t pald any attention to them up to
now. They are presumed problems which can’t go on
indefinitely without somebody paying some attention to
them. One 1s lurkey, where ecuonomic conditions are such
that the Jews, together with the middle class 1n general,
and also because ot the anti-toreign spirit in Turkey, find
themselves very badly squeezed and [27:00] really nothing
at all has been done erther to help or to encourage them.
The Jewish population ot lurkey at the moment i1s -- the
present population ot Turkey 1s 50,000, and over the past
half-dozen years or so, there have been as many as 25 or 30
thousand who have worked their way here, which means that
they have many connections or relatives and families, and
iIt’s reasonable to assume that i1f some encouragement were

given to this population, a fairly large number would turn

Herbert A. Friedman Collection, MS-763, Box 72, Folder 1. American

Jewish Archives, Cincinnati, Ohio. 17



M1:

Rabbi

to Israel if they became the subjects -- or the objects of
attention. The second problem area to which no attention
has been paid is lran. And there again, we can listen back
to what Katsky had to say about that. [Shraguy”s?] figures
are somewhat larger. [Shraguy?] says there are as many as
40,000 people who are under immediate conditions of duress
[28:00] to be moved. The |sahakol?] of the whole business
is that when you take Eastern Europe at a figure of 3500
downward, or you take North Africa at a Tigure of 1500
upward, and you add 1n the pressing demands from two new
places, Turkey and Iran, you can very well reach a figure
of six to seven thousand a month, which might turn out to
be the medran tigure for 1958. Six to seven thousand a
month would be anywhere between /0 and 80 thousand a year.
This Isn’t the dramatic hundred thousand a year that we
talked about 1n 1957, but 1t certainly represents a very
substantial chunk, larger obviously than any of the middle
years of °51 -- or ’52, 3, 4. Biy enough, stall, to be very
respectable, |29:00] and containing a very large element of
Eastern European immigration, which is the thing that 1 was
concerned about.

Yeah. I wanted to say my other two comments. First of all

about the size of the monthly immigration figures. We’re
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Rabbi

being very realistic about that here -- we have to be,
because i1t’s not simply a question of bringing people to
Israel, it’s also a question of settling them properly
economically once they are here. And therefore, our policy
has to be that we must give overall priority of number to
the escape immigration that’s moving in and moving out of
its countries of origin agailnst a pussible deadline that
may fall down any minute. That’s why obviously, 1n relation
to Eastern kurope, the attitude will continue to be what it
has been this year; namely, that whoever can come out
[30:00] wall come In. SO0 1T we -- we are simply there
trying to ask ourselves how many we can expect to come out
under prevairling polrtical conditions. And we reach a
figure that’s like 3,500 a month from Eastern Europe. Now
obviously 1T there 1s going to be a change 1n the condition
in Romania, which affects a quarter million Jews, which
will enable Aliyah tu begin from there, that too would be
included 1n the country of priority. Now, 1f we were to be
aiming at high immigration tigures, as we really ought to
be, then there would be no difficult in 1958 in bringing in
100,000 Jews. Because there are enough candidates -- more
than enough, and more than enough possibilities of movement

from Turkey, lran, and North Africa, to make up the slack.
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100,000 a year means 8,500 a month. [31:00] It’s quite
feasible for us to bring out 5,000 Jews from countries
other than Eastern Europe and bring them to Israel, so that
we could adopt a policy of that kind. Financial realities
stand in the way of i1t. And also because although there are
these scores of thousands of candidates throughout the year
in these countries, we can’t reygyard them as an escape
Aliyah 1n the mmmedrate sense as you guard the Eastern
European Aliyah as an escape Aliyah. In relationship to
that Aliyah, theretore, the non-eastern turopean, we can in
all good conscience attord to take the position that 1f we
don’t see where the resouurces are coming from to absorb
these people concurrently with therr arrival 1n this
country, then we ought to stretch 1t out a bit. The reason
for adopting that attitude, which seems on the surface
[32:00] to be callous, 1s this: now experience has shown
that the most cunicervable thing you can do 1f you want to
encourage an mmmigration movement or answer an immigration
need 1Is not to be able to absorb 1t properly. 1T, in other
words, we have an Aliyah of 5,000 a month from non-Eastern
European sources, always assuming that there is no blowout
which converts these people from potential refugees into

immediate refugees who have to be saved come what may, that
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ifT we bring them in, and we bring them into [Mahad Barak?],
we bring them into [Parolin?] and all the rest of it, and
we put the country in a position where it’s not able to
provide them with a minimum of employment as soon as they
arrive in the country, it won’t take many months before
these people will be writing [33:00] back to their
relatives, telling them to wart. It was precisely the ship-
to-village system of absorption that we developed with the
[HRA”s?] help during the slack period ot the mmmigration
from 1952 to 1955 that made 1t possible atterwards to
increase the figures. Because there’s always a pressure on
a Jew to leave Murocco, but 1n addition to the pressure on
him to lead Morocco, there’s got do be an attraction for
him to come to Israel. Unless, ot course, the physical and
economic pressure on him 1n Morocco 1S so terribly great
that he doesn’t care what happens to him as long as he gets
out of there. Now I think 1t has tu be understood that that
IS not the srtuation 1n Morocco at this time. There is a
pressure, there 1s a desire to leave, but the pressure has
not reached a point where a Jew will leave come what may
and no matter what [34:00] the circumstances are in the
countries to which he comes. 1’1l say that on the business

of the size of the immigration. That brings me to the next

Herbert A. Friedman Collection, MS-763, Box 72, Folder 1. American

Jewish Archives, Cincinnati, Ohio. 21



Rabbi

comment, and in talking about this business of how we
explain this whole position to people in America. | think
that the cardinal thing is for us to realize that Eastern
Europe 1s iIn a state of constant flux. 1 think that there
will be 50 different interpretations of the latest changes
-- political changes -- in the Soviet Union. 1 think that
the only certainty about those chanyes 1s that they did
take place. In other words, this 1s not the static,
inflexible, monolithic system that we have been accustomed
to assume tor 30 years or more to exist i1n the Soviet
Union. We are not dealing with an intlexible [35:00] state
of affairs 1In kastern kEurupe. We are dealing with a highly
fluctuating situation. In that kind ot a situation, there
iIs a chance of saving Jews. We saw that min 1957, iIn
relation to rPoland and Hungary. We may see 1t 1n 1958 in
relation to Romanita. We may even see 1t 1n relation to the
Soviet Union. A Tew mounths ago, 1T you talked about a
possibility of mass Aliyah from Russia, you were regarded
as crazy. In the light ot the changes that have taken place
in the Soviet Union, this thought is no longer crazy.
Apparently anything can happen there at this time. Our
major theme therefore 1 think has got to be that we’ve got

to keep our eyes Tirmly fixed on Eastern Europe. See what
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goes on there, to be able to see some opportunity as soon
as It arises. | don’t think that it can be kind to the
Jewish people [36:00] in America or in our parts of the
free world, who are psychologically conditioned to the
opportunities that develop with the Polish Aliyah. And 1
don”t think that we’ve made as much of it as we could. We
have done a first rate job ut absorbiny the peuple in
Israel, but we haven’t done anything like the job that we

should have done In terms ot even prepare --

END OF AUDIO FILE
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