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Mobile, Rosgh Haghonah morning 5706-1945

"OONSIDER THE YEARS"

‘he call of the Shofar is like a reveille for the
Jewish people. A year has passed -~ a new year has been born.
Apnd the Shofar shouts into our ears: "Awake ye sleepers §"
Look back upon the past year, the year you helped make =====
look forward into the future, the year you will help shape,

Truly, the Bivie spoke for a time such as this the words:

7;'9! WY ol Je A pliz W' 9io%

"Remember the days that passed
Oonsider the years..." (Deut. 33:7)

Look back at the stretch o time which lies behind =—-

congider the years =—— profit by experience!

A year has passed, what dms 1t teach us? There is only
one lesson which lnninnn recent history taught the Jewish people;
we must gtress it this morning:

Some of the mtions may find satisfaction in the folly of
imperialism and dictatorship and thrill to the gamble for world
conguest -=~- for us Jews it is either freedom in demodracy, or
death!

If the sim million Jews of Europe could speak from their
fresh graves, if they had left for us a testament, they would
gsay: Keep fighting far democracy

The basic instinet of self-preservation must make us
goldiers in the cause of democracy. How canwe make 1t stronger

and more secure?
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Are you thinking of “hina, India or Germany?
Here we live =--= this community is our first concern|
This is the place our boys are coming back to, they fought for
it gallantly, they gave their blood, their nealiiiftasafiféii"k“*“"‘
lives for this American town.

Will they find decent schools for their children,
harmony among the races, a c¥an city government for and by the
people? Let us not confine religion within the four walls
of the Temple --= it belongs out on the streets where the
teeming masses of human beings are moving, laboring and
suffering. The prayer in the pew is ineffective unle ssit
inspires righteous action on the market places.

Let Yews be known as the most progressive and civically
active section of Mobile -- that will Be the first thing we can
do far democracy.

Perhaps the finest contribution which Jewry has made
to America is the example of voluntary social service which so
many of our brethren have set. In a world scoustomed to coercion,
the free and willing generosity of a Guggenheim, Julius fosenwald,
Strauss and Louis flarshall 1ifted up a torch of light and hope
for mankind,. .

I wish to sy it again and again, mj ddar friends,
the money which you raised fa our Welfare Fund, the Gommunity
Yhest and other humanitarian causes, were the biggest things you
d1d for democracy.

American armies impressded the world with our countri's

military might, but your work of charity made America beloved

among the nations., The United Jewish Appeal has earnedfor us




the respect of our fellwcitizens, and admiration fa America
in countries abroad.

Although the word, democracy, is of Greek origin =--
democracy is we understand it has its root in Judaism.
The great dkfference between the Greek and the Jewish idea
of democracy is that the ancient Greek statesmen knew only of
privileges derived from citizenship, while we Jewa developed the
deeper and broaddr concept of fundamental human rights, divinely
ordained, tndlianable énd universally binding. The conflict between
these two concepts i8 still with us today --- there are men:like
Bilbo and Rankin who would preserve democracy for a restricted
clientel, for a selst and privileged group only, and there is the
progressive wing that would extend democracy as & universal norm
of 1ie in the true spirit of religion.

That is the spirit in which our prophets proclaimed that
across all human alienations there was One God, and every son of
man His child. Lj'ﬁ?rr'-’ e jr: ,4,@ |J{Jp?_@lc - "'P? (Hg]z.ggghi

"Have we not all One Father?" cried the prophet, "Hath not

One God created us??

That is religious democracy: Across all lines that men have
drawn, it says first of all and deepest of all: 'ghve we not all One
Father?®

The second basic conviction which religion adds to democracy
is the value of every prsonality. Our reverence of the individual
adores man as the image of God, reaches beneath all divisions
and 1ifts up every life, whether ®hrigtian or Jew, “nglo~Saxon or

Indian, freeman or slave, saying:a You are a c¢hild of God, a person of




infinite value.

I am sure that all of you want democracy to be hallowed
by this lofty religious spirit.

Friends, this Temple wants to do the job in this community,
It shall continue to be ever more effictively an instrument for
the education of anew generation of proud, progressive and
idealistic Jews; it shall ocontinue to represent Israel primarily
as a religious people with a universal message for all mankind.
“nd finally, this Temple wante to be a force for friendship and
&eepening fellowship with all eeligious groups. We want to build
bridges across all divisions which cut our community into fragments
and megt with all men of good will on a high and dignified spiritual
plain.

Therefore, we call on you, at this hour, for suppart ==-
support in participation, in lay leadership and in your generous
contributions.

We are oonvinced that you realize how much our security
depends on the progress of democracy. You want Judaism to play
a leading part in it. We are confident of your support.

With grateful heart, we greet the New }ear,born at the
dawn of a new era of peace. We thank our God that He has
rémoved from us the necessity to kill and destroy and that we
can now dedicate ourselves to the inspiring task of healing the
wounds of humanity and of building a new world of freedom
in which our children can smile again in the sunshine,

May God strengthen our resolution with His spirit so that
we may bring to the work of peace and reconstruction the same

devotion and sacrifice which enabled us to prevall in battle.



Bay God bessyou and bestow His peace upon those that

are near and those that are far. Amen.




Mobile Hosh Hashanah 5706 = 1945

ONE MAN'S WAR AGAINST WAR"

*onight we are beginning the year 5706 of our Oslendar.
The last 5500 years we have been conscious of our existence as a
distinot community and brought forth events and personalities
of far reaching effect on world history. That makes us an o0ld and
important people. There are two kinde of o0ld age: some get old,
others grow old. Isresel ig a people who grew as it advanced in
age, we are an experienced people,

When Israel was young they looked into the future with
pride and self-consciousness like young men do. Some day, they
hoped, one of their kings would receive the homagé of all ecrowned
heads and Israel would rule above the nations.

All nations pass through that stage -~ some, fortunately,
pase beyond it, Yes, time came and that naive, national dream was
shattered. Our ancestors lcet power and independence and their
vision of the future grew far-sighted and mature. Not power, but
righteousneee would be Israel's distinection in the future and all
the world would live together as brothere in righteousness.

And strange to sgy, the man who firet gave voice to thie
great univergal hope was a man who lived in a heart-breaking
distressing time of warfare, when vioctorious armies would rip up
the flesh of prisonerx with threshing irone and slash open the womb
of pregnant women.

In such a brutal age, Isaiah told his countrymen of a new
generation who shall beat their swords into plowshares and their

spears into pruning hooks.




Can you imagine how the cynics must have laughed at him?
If you want peace, they must have answered, give us more swords
and more soldiere. But thie was pecisely the novelty of Igaiah's
messgae that he rejected the power polities approach to the problem
of war and peace and discovered it as a great moral and spiritual
task.

How was universal peace to be accomplished? As the first
condition of peace, Isaiah demanded the affirmation of the One
Eteraal Father by all mankind:

e [k Ay 100 amf sy gy 9503
®And many people: ._shalll éo and sa.y: Oome ye, and let us .go :up
to the mountain of the Lord." (Ig.3:3)

Only if we begin to meet one aﬂother as plain men ===
rot as Americans first, English first, or Gemmans firet, and not
divided in white, black or yellow skin, and not set apart as
Aryan or semitictood, but bound together eternally and inseparsbly
by a common origim in God's oreation =-= only then shall we achieve
the spiritual unity which is the prerequisite of peace.

Igs our Jewish doctrine of the spiritual unity of mankind
an idle and fruitless dream? S8top to think, I beg you, that this
wgs the very issue of this war! The Nazieg challenged our truth --
they assailed and ridiculed it, tried to goosestep it into the mud
and drown it in blood. Yet our doctrine was sufficlently strong
and alive to ralliy almoet all nationg to its defense. Not in wain,
were the 3000 years of missionary activities of our people in the
course of which we gave birth to two other universal religions

spreading some of our ideals throughout the earth, Not in vain had-
Israel preached the truth of ONE MANKIND,




And if, at last, the idea of the United Natione is become
reality =-- remember ite origin: the vision of Isaiah.

How much do you expect of the United Nations' Organization?
My good friends, we must not belittle the good will and sound
planning which created that or ganization -= but we must not deceive
ourselves either. The United Mations' organization is a sign &
progress; it demonstratem mankind's essential unity; it is a meeting
ground foar the lawful settlement of international disputes., But
digputes will arige and may again grow beyorid ‘our ability of settling
them peacefully unless we meet the second oond%tion of peace which
no one stated more clearly than our ;saiah: PI% ﬂW33ﬂ DQ:“_(! ﬂ:.?'

"The work of righteousness shall be peace" (Is. 33:17)

These are impor tant words now that the war has ended. They
tell us of the great unfinighed task befarie us. As our goad friend,
Rabbi Korn stated so besutifully in hie message: The war against
evil and wickedness is a never'ending struggle: How can there be
peace as long as poverty,exploitation abd racial discrimination
deprive millions of men of self-respect and decent living? Are not
our own slums and Jim Orow walls of separation breeding ground for
civil unrest and criminality?

The righteous society, with freedom from want and fear,
what a beautiful dream! A little sunshine, decent houskng and economic
gsecutity for the frustrated, poverty stricken masses of humanity, yes,

Not the work of science, not the work of politics

hut the work of righteousness shall be peace.
Thig truth ie self-evident -- yet will people ever learn?

When frofessor Nobel invented the dynamite, the world was

stunned by the explosive power of that chemical, They feared that




no nation could survive a war if that new terrible weapon was
used. Peace kagues and world courts were oreated ... and some
years later, world war #1 proved mankind's dismal failure to
profit by experkence.

We havéyggberated the tremendous hidden power of the atom,
an inexhaustible source of energy for good as for evil., Shall

men learn the lessons of fagaseki and Hiroshima?

(1s.11:6) P2 N \iCP_P )E;”

"And A little child shall lead them," said our Isaiah,
<i§;9h11d will be born to be prince of pg:ng) ?his is our great
hope that mankind always has a new beginning with every new
generation born. %‘his chance has been spoiled time and time
again, never more iorse than in our days when German, Italisn
and qapanese youth was corrupted by the doctrines of fasciem.
Yet, despite the many missed opportunities, we can find reassurance,
indeed our only hope for mankind's future, in Isaiah's vision
that another generation will come, another chance to Segin anew,
"And a little child shall lead them® -~ a free, clean and
unspoiled generation(igl be prince of peagg;:)

Max Lerner, one of the keenest political observers, a
practical realist, entitled his recent book: "Ideas are Weapone.”
Will that One Man Isaiah with his great ideas win the war against
war?  “hall we Yews succeed in teaching the world that Mankind
is One, athat peace is the result of righteousness, and that the

education of a clean new generation is our must urgent and sacred task?
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We are an 0ld people -- patience is the fruit of our

- ' -
experience == and we believe the prophetic law: ‘_)!',f-.& €ls 4 Ny F{ P

"Unless ye have faith, ye will not endure i (Is. 7:8)




YOM KIPPUR EVE - 19245 =~ Mobile

"I OHANGED MY MIND"

Man's finest declaration of freedom is that little phrase
80 often said quite casually: "I changed my mind." S8lave though
we may be in all else, we are free in mind, We can change our
thoughts and our will. The warless world, the united mankind,
the immediate problem of re-educating the Germans and the Japanese,
even our own Jewish hope of eliminating anti-semitism, all that
men hope and pray for, hinges on faith that man can rise above
his evil passions, pull himself up by his bootstraps and make
something better of himself by changing his mind,

How can we bring about that welcome change of mind?

Give man credit for the power of reason. If you can make
a human being think and sit in judgement over his d eeds, you have
won a battle. Our rabbis say the Bible was written in the language
of man, Indeed, you will look in vain for saints or supermen
among our herees. They were all human beings with their strength
and shortcomings., Take David, We know him as the most gifted
Hebrew king. A Yonqueror and a Poet on the thromne} Yet, one
night, we are told, king David surrendered to animal passion,
He took a woman although she was the wife of one of his soldiers.
The following morning, he called her unsuspecting husband and ordered
him to deliver a sealed Biter to his commanding officer. The soldier
did as he was told, not knowing that the letter contained his own
assignment to a deadly mission. David's socheme worked, the soldier

died a useless but a hero's death.
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A few days later, the prophet Nathan had the courage to
appear before the king and finding him calm and reasonable, he told
Eim the scope and ugliness of his erime. But, now, comes the remarkable
thing: David who could have silenced Nathan for ever by merely lifting
a finger, fell on his knees, humiliated himself as no other king had
ever done and eried out:

I have sinned against the Lord =-=-- Purge me, wash me and

I shall be whiter than snow; Oreate me a clean heart, 0 God,

And renew a steadfast spirit within me. (Ps. 51)

With a few words of reason, merely explaining to David what he
had done in the blindness of passion, Nathan caused an inward change
in the king, caused him to ery out in mortification and ghame:

for forgiveneas} for a new heart and a New spirit!

We believe in the power of reason. Mankind will improve
if we help them see and understand theirmistagess

The first thing fascism did was to capture the schools and
poison their youth with lies. They knew that their evil doctrines
oould not prosper 1h the light of reason., And the first thing

we shall be doing in lands liberated by our conquest will be the
N—

restoration of freedom to think and to teach. '?or we believe that

— m——

free minds are likely to become noble minds.

o O

A word.of caution is now in place: Free reason, however
necessary, ocannot lift mankind from its present degradation. For,
well we know how cold and eruel scientific men can be. The human
intellect must be tempered and guided by love.

Hosea was a fiery young preacher who did not pull any

punchew. He hated his people. He despised their morals and

Prophesiled unto Israel utter destruction. Do you think people
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had patience to listen to him? He was ignored like a raging madman
until an accident, a personal tragedy, changed him and gave him
a new power of speech.

One day, his wife, Womer, ran away and became an adulteress.
His immediate impulse demanded her death in accordance with the law
of that day. But soon, Hosea's noble soul rebelled against this
conclusion. Gomer had proven unfaithful, but ddep in his heart
he felt that his love had not ended. It surged withim him, it
was stronger than strict justice, it silenced vengeance! And
Hosea waited and received her forgivingly when she returned to him,

This personal experience deeply affected Hoseg's religious
outlook. If he, a mortal man, loved a woman despite her unfaithfulness
would God cast off Israel because of their sins? Hosea reversed his
attitude and emerged a much more kind and mellar person.

He did not surrender one iota of the bitter truth he wags
called to reveal, but he said it now with the sweet and persuasive
tongue of sympathy and compassiont

"And I will betroth thee unto Me for ever, 0 Israel
Yea, I will betroth thee unto Me in righteousness, and
in justice, and in lovingkindness and in compassion. (Hos 3:21)

Righteousness and justice remained the core of his message

" but because he said it now with compassion, he reached the heart of

his people and they lktened to him,

L\u
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Our own boye have killed, their hands are stained with blood
-=- but we are not worried --~ we know that lhon—the‘y—oem_hone—-be
a8y the lore of parents, wives and chiliren will heal the wounds of
their spirit. Love cures evil.

Apply this to anti-semitiem. Yes, they hate us for no reagon.
Not only we, other peoples too are hated, minorities and majorities.
Thie is not a perfect world.

What shall be our strategy against the evil in man?

Friends, I believe we have always had the right strategy! For, in eo
far as Isrsel has consciously preached the message of One Mankind ==
that megsage of universal love == if that ie the historic task fa
which we have labored and shall labor in the future =~ then we are
on the right path, IMMVMNMNMEE That great idea of the ONE MARKIKD
will ultimately change the minds of bigots and fanatikés.

My dear friends, you must believe it, for without hope
nothing can be done. Think of owr m esident Franklin Delano
Roogevelt. He came to us , -a Gedmsent leader at a time of bleck
despair. Millions of men wasted the days in front of soup kitchens,
tramps populted the highways. %‘he country was on the brink of
revolution, a prey for the fanges o fascieme But with hig confident
emi® and his triumphant motto: "Fear nothing but fear itself " he
turned bitterness into hope and rescued the mation from ite crieis.

Oburchill accompliehed the same with the progpect of victery
which he painted in glowing colore as reward for his people's blood,
sweat and teare.

And 50 yeare ago, Theodore Herzl performed a like miracle,
transforming the beaten and humbled Ghetto Yew of Eastern Europe into
a gneration of pioneers with the glow of pride and achievement in their



eyes, merely by his promise to restome lsrael as a free nation
in their ancient homeland.
My dear friends, man will change, 1if you enlighten his

reason, win him with love, and refresh him with hope.

e e s s e

said our rabbig: "IF one tells you I have tried and have
not found =-=== do not believe it., What shall we not believe?
That he tried}

We shall try and try again, until we find that better mankind}

It can be done ==- go help us God! Amen.



"Sabbath of Repentance’ --1945 fegr255
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Only man repents, the animal cannot sit in judgment
over itself. And that is our only hope for progress: we shall
learn to judge ourselves a little better and,thus, humanity will
improve.

But what are the workings of self-judgment, what makes
repentance effeoctive? Perhaps we can find guidance in Hosea's
appeal: D (r: (AL P'93% OINT M,')

¥Take with you words and return to the Lord."

(Hos., 14:2)

Did the prophet mean to say that words alone can do the tirick?
After all, are not words those easy apologies, the convenient
words of regret? And even if the prophet referred to the
words of prayer -- well, you know, a prayer can be said very
quickly and it isn't always sincere. Is that all there is

to repentance? Something much dore important must be gdded,

The prophet hints to it when he says: And return to the Lord,

It is the active part of repentance, doing something about it,
not just standing still, but retracing ow steps and regaining
purity by our deeds, that is repentance. Therefore the call
of the‘prophet ig: Take with you words =-— arouse your spirit
with prayer and return to the Lord --- transform your prayer

into aotion.

One of our rabbis put it in these watls: A man who speaks
words of repentance but does not improbe his conduct is like
a person clutching in his fist a lump of dirt. All the waters

of the ocea can not wash him clean until he throws away the

dirt which soils his hand.



This, then, is the Jewish idea of repentance: Oast off
your evil and your prayers will be received.

How and when do we learn that our repentance has obtained
for us forgiveness from on high?

Rabbi Judah explained it in the following manner:
If you have done repentance and you go out and you are confronted
with the same opportunity which caused you to sin before and
you resist its temptation, then you know in your heart that
’fagiveness has been granted you.

Through sincere repentance man can change himself
inwardly. When his actions speak, God answers with his

merciful far giveness.



"Sabbath of Repentance’--=kobile, 1945

" SUOCESS! *

America loves the word :"success." All the world loves
it. 1Israel, too, craved success. And there was a time when
our fathere were riding high on the crest of power and prosperity.
The commerdéial rival city of Damascus was soundly defeated;
an alliance had just been concluded with Assyria, the greatest
military power in the east and, in addition, with sound self-
reliance, the Jewisgh kingdom had stocked up a formidable cavalry,
in those days still a new weapon of war.

And out of the clear sky, the voice of a certain Hosea
HESWSENL L R i "RETURN, O ISRAEL! "
What was wrong? F‘-_.r')aj ted” 010 f';’ o g 1ef 21elc

"ASSYRIA SHALL NOT SAVE US; WE SHALL NOT RIDE UPON HORSES"

And as Hosea scorned the success of Samaria 3 millenia ago, so0 he
would tell America today: Wateh out! Your military alliances and
youtr new weapone shall not save you.

We have been magnificently successful and, already, a wave
of over-confidence is sweeping through our nation: We have power,
we are beginning to rely upon it too much, One of our congressional
leaders recently proppsed that America enforce peace for all time
with an atomic bomb-squadron. Instead of busyig}ourselves with
the solution of the social and economic problems in the world, the
only insurance of permanent peace, we are flirting with the easy

way out ¢ holding the world in check at the point of our bayonettes.



A muscle~conscious America better understand in time
the Biblical word: "THE RACE IS NOT TO THE SWIFT, NOR VICTORY
TO THE STRONG." (Ececl. S:11)
Nonesensge { =~ gome will say =~ we beat our enemies
becawe we were stronger,
Remember Pearl Harbor ] =~ but in a different sense.
_Not Jspan's treachery was the remerkable thing, but our own
weakness at that time and our quick recovery. The enemy was
far ahead in preparedness. Jet, because our democratic society
with its resmet for the individual, favors the blossoming of
initiative and nurtures the genius of science "the race did
not go to the swift"® in attack but to the ereative and skillful
in team work,
Return, O America, first and above all, to the spirit
of team work and to all that makes it possible! mutual responeibility,
equality and comradship. Not the secret of the atomic bomb, but
the secret of team work will save America and the world.
' My dear friends, our tescher Hogea has yet another word
for us, standing on the dizzy height of success:
"LET US NOT CALL THE WORK OF OUR HANDS, GODS." (Hos.l4:4)
What did he have in mind? %o his countrymen who had multiplied
gold and silver (Hos 3:10) ﬁosea eried out: Don't worship your money.
Please, do not migunderstand Judaism. We attach no viztue
to poverty as such. On the contrary, our rabbis valued the legitimate
comforte and joys of 1life. They even said: "A beautiful wife,
a beautiful home and beautiful furniture are means of putting a

man in a cheerful frame of mind, " We believe that material



sufficiency is essential to the dignity of a man's 1life, that it
enables him to develop spiritually. We believe life is meant to

be beautiful, satisfying and secﬁre. We do not find God in gloom
and darkness, but say with the Bible: "God answereth man in the

joy of his heart." (Ecel. 5:19) Remember and tressure the days

of yaur life. ?nt, almost in the same breath, the Bible continues:

"Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do by thy strength, (means,capacity)

that do." (Ecel. ©:10)

Weelth ie strength, amothefword for it is "means." And,
like every tool, its poessession carries responsibility. ;

Have you read a Teocent resolution by a private pressure g:gu;°7n
aetting itself in vigorous opposition to the socalled Wagner-Ellender
bill? That bill wants to provide public housing construction in
the postwar period for the low-income group. A guest speaker from
Birmingham described a fight being waged in that city against
publie ﬁousing and concluded that legislation had successfully—
blocked conestruction of 10.000 low cost housing units.

Friends, what a success! 10000 or mare poor people thrown
back into their slums until they find allegedly available good,
clean, second hand housing! 4

Shall we be thrilled that the prize of real estate in
Birmingham will not suffer the least reduction because cheap
public housing has been blocked successfully?

What shall we think of the unanimous endorsement which

the Birmingham strategy received in our community?
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Our rabbis loved to think of us as a éreat spiritual force
in the world. They rejoiced in the contrast between our patriﬁrch
Jacob and ‘his brother Esau whose preference fa a mess of pottage
stamped him a materialist. You remember how Jacob, having obtained
the birthright from hie older brother, disguised himself in order
that he receive the blessing reserved fa Esau. He took the garments
of his older brother and covered hie hands with the skin of a goeat
because Esau was known as a halry man; Apnd when, at last, blind
old ;eaac stretoched out his arme to bestow the blessing of the
firgt-born upon Jacob, believiﬁg all the while that Esau stood
before him, he hgppened to touch the fur on Jacob's hands and
listened to his volee and, suddenly, doubt seized the old man
and he said to himgelf:

"The voice is the voice of Jacob, yet the hands are
the hends of Esau."
And the rabbis offer a profound 1nterprétation of this sentence.
Why is Jaoob recognized by his voice and Esau by hig hands?
And they say: P"As long as Jacob's voice ig heard in pmayer
and spiritual pursuits, the hands of Esau will not prevail
againet him, "

Friends, Bt us never take the part of Egau 1ifting the
hand to gradb money; but let us remfaln true to the role of
Jacob, sounding a volce ofcharity in this materialistic world,

If you have missed an opportunity to do the work of
God in accordance with the means He has given you, then:

"RETURN O ISREEL UNTO THE LORD, THY GOD"
Return to him with the conviction that we who have, have responsibility

for the spiritual and material welfare of our fellowman.



Our enemies, personified in Esau, will not pi'evan

againsﬂsrael who live by the propies tic rule:

NOT BY MIGHT, NOR BY POWER
BUT BY MY SPIRIT, §AITH THE LORD OF HOSTS !

(Zechariah 4:8)
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It is most important for the happiness of man that
his raticnal and emotional life are in harmony. If reason
pulls one way and emotiocn the other, there is conflict -- and

there can be no inner reace until that conflict is resolved.

t
and tenstormeof reasomamd emotiomreare the—Yover—and—the
scientist; fer—lore—is—Pblindto reasvm EMd scienee—is—blind-

heart with the understanding ef—themind in regard to a1l

za%%eys—e$—4m§er%ancej) Surely that applies to Religion.
If we Jews are toc be happily adjusted in life, we must accept

Judaism both emotionally and rational ly. For rare indeed are
those whose accertance of Judaism is so purely a matter of love
that they need not lcok for reasons to bolster up their faith,
We might call them the absolute Jews. They acknowledge Judaism &
instantly when challenged to do so even as a mn identifies
himself with his beloved. Such loyalty cannot be shaken by
disadvantage or misfcrtune as wecan see in the classic example
of Abraham. Observe the full force and beauty of his acceptance
of Judaism which is suggested in the opening words of our Torah.
"AND IT CAME TO PASS AFTER ALL THESE THINGS THAT GOD
TESTED ABRAVAN." =--- What were all these things after which
God put Abraham to the test? The preceding chapter tells us
of an exrerience familiar to all Jews. Abraham had dug a well;
his livelihood derended oq‘that source of water. Suddenly,
envicus Philistines pounced on him and took away the well with
violence. And after Abraham, the Jew, had been injured in his

rights and suffered hardship at the ham s of a hostile majority,
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on top of all these things came the test. Andthe test itself
was nothing but a challenge to make public confesssion of his faihh:

"Abraham, Abraham, " God cried out, "do you still belong
to Me, === are you still a Jew? Pledge yourself and yar son,"

And Abraham's ansver was a simyle, unqualifie, :;ERE AM I."

A certain Rabbi Liezer makes an interesting comment on
the verse: "And God called out unto him and said: Abraham, Abraham."
The—strergth—ef Godtls voiee surpasses any sound. It would Imve
been sufficient if God had called Abraham but once. Why the
repetition, Abraham, Abraham? The repetition indicates that
God spoke not only to Abrzham but to future generations:
there is no generation, Rabbi lLiezer concludes, which does not
contain men like Abraham and there is no generation which does
not contain men like Jacob.

Indeed, in every generation we have men like Abraham who
resyond to God and Israel without question and hesitation, saying QJQ
"Here am I" -- but what did Rabbi lLiezer havein mind when he said
that in every generation there are also men like Jacob?

It seems to me that Rabbi Liezer meant to suggest the contrast
between the emotional attitude of Abraham and the rational attitude
of Jacob. For, Jacob was probably the fist Jew who examined the need
and the reason for Jewish survival. It never occured to Abraham
that he could be anything else but a Jew. Yet, Jacob's family
living in prosperous and powerful Egypt, was expcsed to the
attracticn and temptation of a rich fcreign culture. Egypt was then
a relatively free and tolerant nation in vhich hé own som Joserph
could rise to the position of go ernor., Certainly, Jacob had to
face the problem cf assimilation. He waschallenged to give his
children good reason why they should remain a distinguishable

T — P —— - - - -l
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religious minority. And so, when the hour came fa Jacob, standing
on the threshold of death to counsel his family and to reveal his
vision of the future in a final blessing, he said:

"THE GOD WHO HATH BEEN MY SHEPHERD ALL MY LIFE, BLESS
THESE CHIILDREN; IET MY NAME BE NAMED IN THENM, AND THE NAME
OF MY FATHERS ABRAFAM AND ISAAC IN ORDER THAT THEY GROW STRONG,

IN THE MIDST OF THE EARTH,

Jacob's blessing, it seems to me, contains three great ideas

which inspire a wholesome attitude toward Judaism,

To begin with, we need confidence in our future as a people.
And the only way for us to‘face the future bravely is to Beak in
mind the whole range of our inspiring past. That is precisely
why Jacob began his blessing with the war ds: "THE GOD WHO
HAS EEEN MY SHEPHERD ALL MY LIFE" Jacob's personal faith in

God did not come from 2 moment's imyression, but was based upon a life
s — \

‘lggg,experience and conscicusness of God's guiding hand.

Similarly, we the descendants of Jacob must not judge by
fAxsy impressions of the moment andthe impact of recemt events,
but we must see the futurein the perspective of our unicue and
incomyrarable history as a people. HEdomites, Philistines and
Egyrtians, Assyrians, Babylonians and Romans, all the peoples
whose rapacious aggressions often reduced our numbers have disappeared
into the abyss of oblivion, but the flock of Israel has been

preserved.



If anything manifests the will of God, shapingup in the
larger plan of history through the millenia, it is the incredible,
almost miraculous survival of the Jewish people. It should
inspire us with some measure of confidence in the future.

And yet, we have no right to depend on miracles. God meets
us half-way provided we go the other half. UnE ss we %{[a
basic condition, Israel will perish like all other m tiors of
antiquity. The condition of Jewish survival is suggested in the

second rart £ Jacob's blessing:

"AND IET MY NAME EE NAMED IN THEM, AND THE NAME OF
MY FATHERS ABRATANM AND ISAAC IN ORDER THAT THEY GROW STRONG"

Jacob saw the shining truth that we can be strong and secure
only if we rerpetuate the names of our ancestors, that is to say,
remain loyal to our spiritual heritage.

Most peoplejh%t the faintest -id¢a vhat the perpetuation
of Israel's spiritual heritage really means, ZEspecially, some
of our un-informed youth associate wiih Religion;<gz%servativism,
a2 clinging to conventions, a cringing before authority. Yet, the e
who have studied the birth and progress of Judaism will know
that opposition to the status quo & the world has been a character-

istic Jewish mood =-- opposition to things as they are,in the

interest of things ag they ought to be.
Surely, the prophets of Isrsel did not seek to enforce the

conventions of their day, but rebelled against them and preached

& new nessage. When King Ahab executed Naboth, a simple farmer,

e e e o e —— NP e BEpra——
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gso that he could inherit his vinyard, the King had done something
rather conventional among tyrants of tle day. But, Elijah the
prrophet had the courage to stand up and m&k e public protest.

And as Elijah risked life to ®peak truth in Samaria, so
did Amos in Beth El and Isaiah at Jerusalem. What moved them
to action? It was the simplé though profound insight that
a righteous God calls for justice among men,

Qurs would be a far mare righteous society, if we had enough
men of the rrophe tic spirit. Most of us prefer to keep silent
when we ought to be outraged by exploitation, racial and
religious discrimination which we witness nearly every day.

The word of Amos still holds true: "The prudent keep silent in
such a time, for it is an evil time " The surest sign of moral
infirmity is the silence of prudence, the refusal to meddle in the
business and mischief of society. It is to the prudent and
comrlacent that Judaism sayss in the words of Rabbi Hillel:
"IN A PIACE WHERE THERE ARE NO MEN, STRIVE THOU TO BE A MAN"

Yital religion must manifest itself by righteous intervent ion
in an unrighteous society.

$f7éédéht is this gallant spirit of Judaism for which our peorle
has lived. From it we drew all our perseverance and all our
strength to survive. As Jacob emphasized to his children ==
we ghall remein one of the important peoples of the world if we
perpetuate the ides1s of our ancestors%fi P)’)> IN THE MIDST OF THE
EARTH,
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In the mid st of the earth --- were Jacob's last words ---
and that is Israel's great challenge today.

We have never been an obscure minority like the gypsies, but
a significant people with a point of view which we have impressed
upon half the world through our Bible and literature,

No matter how much we have suffered in recent years =-=-
suffering must not silence the voice of Israel. Let us not be

overly cautious ag Jews but fearless and bold just because we are

Jews, If our efforts to translate prople tic ideals into yresent day
rea'L 1ty meet with the contempt and abuse of bigcrb ed wind-bags —Ar»«“,‘(
e we ehould xt;eminroud of such opposition

even as we may safely trust that the progressive forces and

minds of America will merch with us in the advance of our

democracy. Not as neutral bystanders, but as interested, active

participants =---- gtanding in the very midst of the earth =--

can we make our contribution. as Jews.

With confidence in our future, with consecration to Judaism
and the courage to translate it into action, we are truly invincible.
OQur Rabbis tell a legend which illustrates a characteristic

attitude of our people when facing troublesome times such asthese:

When Adam, the first men, wascreated his hapiiness knew no
end as he discovered the perfect beauty of the earth inthe illuminathon
of the rising sun. Yet, his joy soon gave way to sorrow and ultimately
to great fear and bitterness as the sun sank into the West and
darkness covered the earth. It was then, that an angel gave two
heavy stones to Adam, one called ?eﬂ darkness, and the other was
called _ﬂ/# [3 bitterre ss, despair unto death.

At first, Adam held the two stones inhis hands and they

4
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were unbearably heavg. But, at B st, he seized upon the idea
of rubbing the %0 stones and behold he had light.

And so my friends, we too are holding in our hands the stone of
darkness and the stone of our bitterness. Never have we witnessed
an age so dark and terrifying in its brutality. And, on the other
hand, never have we felt so bitterly resentful almost desyerate in
our grief, A

But, gloom and bitter brooding will not change the darkness.,

Rather let our bitterness harden into an iron will and let us ..

strike the stone of evi “q Then the word of Isai will come trues : )

Darkness ##A@ coversthe earth, but upon thee
the Lord will arise and His glory shall be seen

upon you.



Shomdey Tploem Ml T D

From earliest antiquity to this day, the mst esteemed

among the professions has been the art of government. Particularly
in the porular mind, the makers of policy have always been glorifieqg,
and, it seems to me, chiefly because of the veil of secrecy

which concealed the business and personality of men in high places.
Today, however, the whole art of diplomacy and statesmanship

has been discredited in the meamre light of modern publicity.

The ambassadors and ministers, even the presidents and kings

ayprear as funbling, stumbling individuals not unlike the

average citizen of tl® s tate. Unable to prevent the last war,

they seem to be unable to mmke the peace. Perhaps it is too much to
expect of diplormatic patchmakers to unite mankim upon a new

and higher standard of international relations. Yet, nothing less
than that was the vision born in the agony of war and anything

less than that would be a betrayal of the sacrifice of our
idealistic youth.

What is needed now are no mere statesmen, but men of morda
greatness and prophetic vision, builders of huranity of the type
examplified by Moses. There was a man who could take a dozen
different tribes, strip them of mutual jeakousy and lust of
power, fill them with a sense of kinship and responsibility
and weld them together into a new and larger pecrle.

If, by some miraculous power we could ressurrect Moses, what

would he tell the world at this crucial moment? It seems to rmame

thatthat might well be these € our Torah portion:
"YE ARE STA'DING HERE TOGETHER THB DAY, ALL OF YU , BEFRE
THE LORD YOUR GOD: YOUR PRINCES, YOUR TRIEES, YOUR ELDEXS, AND
YOUR OFFICERS, YOUR MEN, CHIIDREN AND WIVES, THE STRANGER IN

YOUR WIDST FROM THE WOODCHOPPER TO THE DRAWER CF WATER..."
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YOU ERE STANDING HERE TGGETHER, ALL OF YOU...! This is
the simplest and greatest truth of them all, would that it
sank deep into our hearts! Yes, all of you, men women and
children, black and white, red and yellow, all the races and
nations, men of different professions and dif ferent beliefs
yax are all standing togetle r in ths life; ym are facing
destruction together, and nothing but your unit ed effet
can save you from the wars and weapons of tke future.

Tl re are no bourdaries that separate one life from the
rests there are no circles within which you can move and live
in isoocation, Youare standing together, however dstant
you may be... you and tre man from Australia and the woman from
Africa yaa are all of the same race, the human race, feel

over
the same pain, rejoice the same ¥hjpgs, are born the same

way and sh®11 d¥# under the same natural law. Sore dgy, we
shall understand what it really ream s, some day, we shall
awaken to the full reality € tk kinship and common destiny
wvhich binds man to man, and tlet will be the birthday of
a new world community.

Countl ss are the teachings of our rabbis on the subject
of mankind's unity, but perhaps the most beautiful exmr ession
of this truth is the concept of tke Book & Life. Just think of

it how magnificent this thouht is: All of life can be compared
to 2 sing® book. It is tk greatest & all stories, and youam I
are writing it, ta t Book of Life! Yes, ev ryone writ es his sentence
and somehow that sert ence is continued and connected with otle r

sentences and t ogetle r they form a story whi h la s re ithr a beginning
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nor an erd and yet is full of ® an ing and more perfectly coherent
than any story written on earth.

We are all standing together like the sentences in a story,
taken separately each sentence lms little meaning, but together
d4n the context of tlke® whole sto®y every sentence is important
and ® aningful.

A single human being ot of context with the rest € humanity
would not meke any sense, for we can only think of man as an
inter-related being.

Ask any man: who are you? WR tevcr he answers will reveal a
readtionship. If he gives you hs name, it will indicate his
family relationshipy 4if he tells you his profession, you will
know hd function in society.

We are all standing togetha in life, because men can only
be understoood in relationshi; to his fel lowman, ikeye—is—TrO~Tie
dn.isedation, Ths insight into the real brotle rhood of man

is the basis of our ethice and If anything needs to be stressed todsy

it is that, -

in the Tmh (L‘\. e -af Z‘T‘ ),

But, there B another though which Moses intimated and which

he would surely emphasize today were he in axr midst,

Usually, before a speaker addresses a large gathering, he turns

to the highest dignitaries in the audi nce and aftcr paying them
his courtesy, he commences his talk. Observe how Moses in the
orening of his syeech refused to draw such distinctions. On the
contrary, he made it most clear that in his judgement everybody

was of equal importance:




"YOU ATE STANII NG HERE TOGETHER", he said, and then he
mentioned every conceivable type ofperson mesent in the crowd
all the way dw n to the woodchope r and the drawer of water,

The met menial laborer deservedas much attention as the prince anm
the elder,

The time to emrhasize the importance of ordi m ry people is new
when colossal events nmake common lives seem insignificant., There
is a smreading feeling tlet the common man no longer counts, but
that feeling is wrongs evey ® rson counts and has a force fa
good or evil; 1life gives every ore of us a certain number of
buldts to shoot with, and every one has a chance to hit the
target. Vo life is utferly fruitless and wasted; even the humble st
and least productive huranbeink has a place in the mysterious
sceme of evert s This was brought home to me as I read a remarkable
autobiograthy of a Russian Jew,

Boris Schatz manifested an unusual talent for art early in
his youth. H;s raintings and sculpturew made with untutored hands
aroused much attention and he was pursuaded ;;n leave his 1little |
hometown. With high hores he proceeded tc Moscow to apprly
fa admission in the famous Imperial Academy of Arts. The boy
was rejected. He was told to apply again, imk not as a Jew ---
but as a convert, The yaong boy reacted with honor anddignity:
he sacrif iced his career and becare a private tutor. Much time
passed, and tley were terrible, frustrating years, years o
broken hores ard stifling drudgery. One day, ashe instructed
his dull pupil, he suddenly heard a peculiar chant which penetrated

to his vay soul., He could not make out the wa ds, so he rushed to




the window and he stood speechless, as he saw in the blackness
of the narrow yard the drooping figure of an o0ld Jew with white
hair., He was a beggar, stading in the rain, alone and fasalen
and chart ing in unitelligible wards the song of his misery.

Boris Schatz felt pity such as he had never knovn before.
With feverish hamd s, he modeled that man, it was the first statue
which he had made in years ,and it brought him world wide fame.
Eventually, Boris S8chatz studk d in Paris, then went to Palestine
were he founded the famous Bezallel Art School and becam one
of tk most gifted Jewish artists of our time,

The re is muchwe could say about thkh secret spring of creative
work, how a moment of utter absorption and dedication to anotkr
life can transfa m our inner self and ispire us to deeds we could
not normally perfecrms there is much to be said about tle nobility
and integrity of Boris Schatz who wouldnot surrender conscience
and self-resyect even at tie mn% o a career, But, I am not
looking at the achievements of Boris Schatz, ratle r I marvel at
the wonderful role which destiny had preserved fa that nameless
beggar, for without him, there would have been no Boris Schat z.

Somehow thet useless and unproductive beggar was instrumental
in the birth of a great artist. Even if tle beggar had done nothing
useful of his own, indirectly, through his chant, he made a great
contribution to the culture of the world.

My friends, it is impossible to judge the redtive impar tance
of people. One rerson is as important as the otleer; no one knows
which opportunities will come our way, what part we are destined to
rlay. Surely, the woodchopper and tk drawer of water deserve to

stand togetkr with the prince and tke elder,
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There can be no peace and security in the world -- peace
treaties and internatiocnal organz ations will be utterly useless =--
unless we become more sharply aware of the importance and sanctity
of every individual life, It is the core of Judaism which is
most emphatically underscored in the following rabbinic tale.

One dayv, as Abraham was sitting at the ert rance of his tent,
he saw an o0ld man, tired and weary approach. Abraham ran to reet him
and saids "Pray, my lord, do not prass the door of your servan
Abraham, but lodge here fa tke night."
"No, here in the open I will lodge, " answered the old man,
But Abraham insisted and the old man entered his tent.
After the o0ld men had eaten hd3 meal, Abraham said to him:
"Now praise our Goad in heaven who g¥ es food to 211 His
creatw es,"

No, said the 0ld man, I will praise no other god excerpt
the one which my own fingers have rade and he pointed to a little
idol which he had taken with him,

Abraham grew very argry and said: Get dht € my house at once!l
No sooner had the o0ld men left, when God called unto Abraham amd
said: Where is the man that came to thee this night?

"Tte. t man, "Abraham replk d, was very obstinate and he refused
to believe in Thee. I therefore grew angry and drove him aut of the
house."

Knw est Thou wlrt thou hast done?® asked God.

Art thou aware that I have suffered ths old man fea many years, even
though he denk s Me? Yet, when he came to thee for but one night's
shelter and but one meal, and aroused thy anger, thou drovest him

out of thy house."
Abreham irmediately ran to tke wilderness, looked fa the old




man, and when he found him, Abrham fell on his knees and said:

epmkembhmm: "Forgive me fa what I did to you tonight,

fao I know that I was wrong."

The day will come when this Jewish spirit o tokrance
and loe of mankind will communicate itself to the whok world --
provided you wa k for tlet day. Then mankind will seek out tle
re jected and mis treated, then all doors will be opened and
all le arts will be unit ed, then Israel and the nations will

stand together and rejoice in their fraternal unity.




