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Buffalo 

THE FAITH VTE NEED TODAY 

For some years I have been puzzled e.nd fascinated by a certain 

text in our Bible. The passage in question occurs in our tosh 

Hashonah service. We read it again in today's Raftarah, the 55th 

chapter of the prophet Isaiah: 

COME YE, BUY, AUD EAT: YEA,CO:ME BUY AND EAT; 

WITHOUT 11CNEY Alill WITHOUT PRICE. 
VJHEREFORE DO YE SPElID MO!IBY FOR THAT WHICH IS lifOT BREAD? 

l:ID YOUR GAIN FOR THAT VJHICH SATISFIETH NOT? 

Just mi.at did Isaiah mean~ '"/hat was he talking about~ 

Generally s:i:eaking, the pro:phet was not talking about bread for the be)'ly 

but bread for the mind. 

its second half: 

The meaning of our text becomes clearer in 

V/H:2REFO:- IXJ YE SP.ElID MO!-r.EY FOR TF,AT riIICH IS l'JOT BREAD 

A,m YOUR GAIU FOR THAT . ICH SATISFIETH ::JOT? 

In plain words: People are not buying what they really need. 

They are not getting the right kind of f'!Piritual nourishment 

despite expense of money and effort. 

Yes, they have religion, but it leaves them hungry and unsatisfied. 

Isaiah might well be speaking to our generation. There are 

roa,ny so-called "good Jews" Who are doing their share for our people, 

support Jewish institutions and belong to the Synagogue, yet they 

re~ain, by their own admission, spiritua1ly empty,con:fused and 

bewildered. 

Why aren't they getting out of religion a sense of strength, 

serenity and peace of mind? /hy is spiritual satisfaction denied 

to them? What is lacking? 
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Cormnon sense tells us th.at we cannot shop wisely until 

we know v/ha t we need. If we clearly understood our human situation 

in today's world ~nd what ails us, we would.have a much better idea 
"~h,s 

of the spiritual ••••1¥ to look for. 

The troubles of our generation, it seems to me, are fundamentally 

different from ~revious times. But it is not the amount of 

suffering that makes the difference though with 2 world wars and 

a third one coming up it is ha.rd to imagine that times have ever 

been so bad. THE WORST P. T of our present crisis does not 

appear in statistics. What I am talking about is a spiritual 

catastrophe,..greater tp.a.n all our i;hysical and ni..aterial losses. 

Sone thing has happened which fundamentally changed man's feeling 

about human existence. 

himself. 

Suddenly, man has go.tte~ a new estimate of 

Just what it is that so upset ma.n's image of himself and of life 

is a Whole was recently described by one of the leading Anerican 

educators: 

e know he said -- that we can kiJl a million, :,possibly 

millions of feople •••• in a single night. Can the one who 

might fall in the holocaust of so many still be sure that 

he is not just a digit or a cipher, or a quantity of grease? 

)[an used to look into the mirror a.nd see hiII!.Self, standing on a 

~edestal of sacred dignity with a crown on his head. Sometimes 

he ·Was shocked by the sight of sore wounds, but the reflection of 

man's image was still that of a king, "little lower than the angels." 
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Today, man's mirror of faith has been cracked by cynical materialism 

and the broken fragments reflect a distorted image of man. He now 

sees himself as an insignificant, puny creature, -- a quantity of 

grease. 

When God is torn out of man's life, little is left that, s wcr th 
~~'·v~ ~ ~J/.L~~~~~~; 

bothering abo:i:it• ~~ ~ ~,~~.,'l.... ;,ll..t.,~ of fA--,--~ 
~~ ~ ._~ ~ ~ ~<fll:Z /G" ~ • 

What is the differencK l:>etween real currency ard counterfeit? 

It is not the paper --- but Who issued it! With God as the author 

of life, man has a high value --- leave Gerl. out and man's value 

is gone. 

And when life itself means next to nothing, Who is going to 

get excited about human rights and freedom? 

That's why after the sunset of faith inevitably follows the 

darkness of moral collapse. 

Forturately, Americans have not yet suffered deportation, 

enslavement and genocide, but all of us feel tri e pinch of a great 

insecurity: Will our families stay together? Where will our 

sons and husbands be next year? Can we plan our careers? 

What £,5 we be sure of in today's world? SCIEN"CE? POWER? 

Canwe depend on these things for sure protection? 

At last we clearly see that material means are no guarantee for peace 

and happiness. 

In the final analysis we mustlearn to rely less on our external 

means and more on the inward resources of faith. We must learn to 

trust again our inner assurance that we are creatures of God and that 

we are here for a purpose. In fact, the more we feel lost in the 

shuffle of huge events, the more urgently do we need PERSONAL RELIGION. 
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Fa.i th that the Lord is my Shepierd,takes fear away. 

Faith that I live because God wants me to, makes life significant. 

:Faith that God leads me, is a tower of strength and confidence. 

We need that kind of :faith more than anything -- more than any 

material thing. As Isaiah said in our text: 

COME YE, BUY AND EAT, WITHOUT :MONEY AlID WITHOUT PRICE 

\,J,U~t;~- . 
'Nie re■sfy·f....x-1£oursouls cannot be bought for money in the market-

place. If we really want it, we can have it for nothing ---

because PERSOl L RELIGION is inside of us. 

I wish I had powers of description equal to the tremendous 

difference between formal and personal religion. 

11 that a congregation 

may have beau'tirul grounds, impressive buildings and conscientious 

leaders, yet the innermost point may be missing." 

17ell, the innermost point of religion is our personal God-

1 =*i I I J • are pointless if we a.o not ach 1eve a deeply :private 

less is hardly worth having. 
IJ<.. :.; ,,w ,._ ,_,.,__,.......... . >- .. > 

'then I have no God. The God of the 

universe, the God of· Israel, the God of history, the God ol t,he 

Bible must become E!Z God. 

Of course, that kind o persona l reli ion demands a ohift of 

emrha sis in our sp iritual h abits. ·e must get away from the 

casual spectator attitude in ·the hour of worship. Vle must come to 



Tem. e ith a difxerent attitude -- not with the challenge as some 

have it in their heart, aayingto God, so to s eak, "I am coming 

to Thy Hous, O Ge, on conaition that I get an oratorical treat, 

musicc:..l erformance and a.m seated comforta ly whi e the service 

is being con ucted form. Those ho ely seek a form of 

entertainment '\'ill '1ev r ,, .. ~ - rnlic-~ ous experience. 
~ ~-r:;-~. 

Real prayer is .;,, di :i~ 1'h64rti::wn sct.l •ii;l:a. it~ r irr er. 

When we really an to speak to God, th"'. t sort of' prayer is always 

answered. So, the great panish Jewish :poet Judah Halevi testified: 

Longing, I sought Thy presence 

Lord, with my whole heart did I call and ray 

nd going out toward Thee 

I found Thee coming to me on the way. 

If we turn to God, He turns to us. If' anyone tells me that he 
rl-:s kOtb-1c~""~c- .?flh.,~k~,r-d\ft:<"'H;J o" kCl"'!>Llr~.s irt. repit:Trf~h...,r hu> ... s.&-" 

does not get anythin~ cut of prayer, ~ he ,as not really been praring. 

If' we emerge from a service without a feeling tat God is nearvJ 

with out a clearer vision of life 1 s challenge and greater con:fid ence 

abo t meeting it, e may have been physically at the service 

but our hearts and inds were absent. 

Most people haven't given theirr~oR chance to work. 
~~ of ~1~ 

It is a tragic mistake to rega-rof the Ten p:e. as l\a ki_gi:auS:... 

safe-deposit, a,~~-l;o~f.cse1 oe your 5:f~.r~~~rE~~~~P¼~,g to be 

picked up any time you need it. The fact is that your locker 

will be empty if' you do not regularly renew your claim. 

Personal religion is a very demanding thing. It is like a :field 

that must be plowed and cultivated all the time. 

wox th the effort. 
Put it is we] J 
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a,..., ~ J_~au., 'P------ / a.___.L ~ ~ ~r-l( 

:::::. ;::::. ftAf LJ -rra1. - ,,- ./ 
Xt the end of the last war a couple of American soldiers 

accidentally stumbled upon a strange discovery in the German 

city of Cologne. They ~a an ambulance in -the-process~ 
~ ~~ 

F&m.ov:ing a man ~a more dead l:lran a:liver2 It lm:ppened to 

--be an au ti-Nazi wlie had just been puJ Jed out from a deep secret 
~ ' 

~{__ 
cellar Where he had been hiding f-e,!. e: nwnoe1 c,~years. A relative 

-~u_, ~ , 
had kept him alive by d.rQpfing ceaasiona--~ few mb±sclj of food ,~l 

through a small hole. ~r(ven[bytcuri-osiley, -OU? ~e~ieaii soldiers ~'<.._ 

~~~~ ~~-~--
..-1-owered--themseives- down the na-~r-eVl-j)&ssago to eee what 'ifile cellBr~ 

~ ._ L-ft.., ~ £._:, 
was like. It was no bigger than a closet;~ men ~~-b 
her~ stand erect. One of' the soldiers turned on his 

flash-light. The beBlfR ef light o~.i~-the follov1ing words 

crudely scratched on the walli 

I believe in the sun wven ~aen it is not shining 

I believe in love even when feeling it not 

I believe in God even when He is silent. 

£....., ~~~ .kept that man alive. 

-
got and all we are left with, 

all we need. 

personal faith is all we have 

and sometimes that is just about 

lc .. Y 
Today vie must believe that the ~db.rk tunnel through which 

we are going has an end somewhere and that the exit will · lead us 

into a brighter future if only we move in the right direction. 

We must have faith that God is near, and that Vlhat is 

happeni!lg to us is not without :meaning and that it is leading up 

to something better. 



One of the chassidic rabbis who lived through the sto:miy 

times of the French Revolution and the wars of Napoleon, once 

offered the follovd. ng prayer: 

"Show ~S one thing, o Lord; show fAI what all this that 

is happening right now) means to U.S, 

11\hat you, Lord of the world, are telling M.S 

by way of it." 
There must be some sense to what is happening in the world today1 

Maybe th~terrible wars dre necessary to 

teach us a lesson we would not learn otherwise. 

At the turn of this century, mechanization and technology had made 

tremendous progress. We were turning out machines and gadgets 

for everything. iiEmml Almost log~cally, we were beginning to 

think of progress in terms of bigger and better material things. 

Ve were told to eXJ)ect happiness at the end of a mighty production 

schedule. 

Maybe the shock-treatment we have been getting in recent 

years was necessary to remind us that man does not live by bread 
~bt-lMU """" lty alone, that progress isAthe ,uality of our inner life and not 

the quantity of our possessions . 
// 

Perhaps we had to learn the hard way that the race is not to 

the swift nor the battle to the strong. 

Our prophets taught us long ago that material means and 
.., •"&t ·•~, ""a,dt i~d -

physical force are not decis?"-:a--r..,;.:..=.;::.::z.~.::.:..::;;..;::...,,.:::.eginning to learn 

.f21s.'0~dtr1SC:i:rrt1c w ~'.~~~~~~~m!!~ile military 

v:i.ctories ~ Ae,.,, 
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The painful method of trial and error obviously is man's way of 
_ ~J ,~i'I; o~ hopt

learning. "-Bl••-•--• 1,ittle by little,Ama.nkind will find out 

that a decent world cannot be ~ut together with the magic of money, 

not with the hammer blows of force, and that not even the tricks 

of science can do the job. Finally, after trying out all the 

wrong methods, man will turn to God's way, seeing at last that 

it is the only way! 

Our sages tell us the story of a man who waa journeying at 

the time of the sinking of the sun. s it grew dark, ED meone came 

and lit a candle for him, 

and lit a candle for him, 

hnA it went out; 

and it went out. 

then another crone 

Thereupon, the old 

man said: From now on, I shall wait for the morning light alone. 

-

So let us say to the Roly One blessed be He: Master of the Universe, 

the lam~s we made have all gone out. From now on we shall wait 

for 'thy light alone and walk in the light of Thy wisdom, 

Thy light do we see light. Amen. 

for in 
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THE J'.EWISR lllSSIOI 

Later this afternoon, we shall read a portion of the ~ook of 

1onah. :Tomah is one of the most intereati:r:g ~iblical prophets. 

~e was not only a great prophet but also a great sinner. 

Kis sin is not unconmon today. Ie was an escapist who trie4 

to run a way from his mission or life's purpose. 

It all began When :Tona.Ji received the call to go to the 

:c+tY of Iineveh and to rebuke the IineTites because of their sins. 
; : 

'-t 1onah was frightened by the assignment --- not altogether 

without reason. In those days for a :rew to preach in the Assyrian 

capital city of llineTeh could be compared to an American Who .., /.s 
"'o(D) 

7 toldl\.to go and preach in Jloscow.a J 

At any rate, 1onah ran away from his mission, and turned into 

the opposite direction as fast as feet could carry him. Ke 

arrived in the sea-port of Jaffa just in time to get on a ship 

about to leave for 'l'arahiah Which was then the end of tm world. 

~ut soon trouble started. A terrible storm broke out. 

'l'he captain called tall all men aboard ship to help. Where was Jonah? 

There was no time to look around. The ship waa now out ot control. 
a~ he 

•Throw the cargo into the sea• shouted the captain illd" nurried 

down to the bottom of the ship to make sure that the order was 

carried out• Imagine his surprise at finding Jonah hidden 

among the baggage and 1:~ as1eep. This was the situation ii\, 

Wbie~ the captain got hold of Jonah, shook him and shouteda 

7Y ,~•~~ Ci !CJf, f)fi) PJ:?) rf f -3>fl 

~ WHAT 11EANEST THOU THAT THOU SLEEPEST? 
:ronah 1.6 



-4 -----'l'lii soon he'll close his eyes to life's problems altogether~ 

and become a useless by-stander. 

There is much waate in the world but none greater than the 

waste •• •I of men's liTea Who sleep their years away, Who 

never become contributing members of the crew buts'-1 .. be counted, 

like Jonah, among the baggage tbat must be carried along by the 

rest of ua. 

Of course, no one loaea more than the ie rson himself who must 

wallc through 11:te with the curse of uselesaes■ a 

~o,r miserable we feel even during that short spell of indecision 

before we make up our mind about a career in life. I haTe often 

talked to young people in the midst of that brief criaia when 

they are in doubt as to what to do with their liTes. These young 

folks are literally tortured by the question lib.ether the occu:pation 

they are inclining toward ia really ... orthwh.ile• aa they put it. 

Time and time again, I hear them say: "lmt I want to do somethiDg 

vitall I want to do something 1mportant1 

But let us not for a moment think that only yonng peo1>le 

feel the urge of dedicating their lives to sODEthing important 

and worthwhile. That urge ia present at enry age lenl and 

on every step of maturity. A purpose, or 1>eraonal life IILisaion 

is like health---- you don't notice it very much until you lose it. 



G ere is the man Who gets into a rut and loses all ambition 

~ 

because he fails to see the significance of his job; there is the 

\ unhappy and depressed woman l'lh.ose grown children have left the heme 

and sonehow the purpose of her life seems to have gone with them. 

And Who does not lcnow that the curse of old age is not so much 

physical weakness but the horrible sense of being useless. 

( 

The other day I discovered by chance What it is that keeps old George 

:aernard Shaw so young. · It is not his vegetarian diet but sone thing 

Which he Pl,t into the following statements 

I CARE OELY FOR llY )HSSIO!f, AS I CALL IT, ADD llY womc: 

to life than the feeling of a 

L
There is no more vital ingredieilt 

mission or purpose. 

It would be a great :rallacy to 'believe that it is only by 

doing ma•Ht;l:almt things that you can get the satiefaetion of a 

meaningful life. The important thing is tba.t ym do scmething--

howeve·r little -- for a great cause. Observe the radiant Joy 

in this scme'What unusual prayer-poem by an English se~nt girla 

Lord of all pots and pans and tins, I have no time to be 
A saint by doing lovely things, by watching late with Thee 
Or praying in the dawnlight, or storming Jleaven's gates. 
llake me a saint by getting meals and washing up the plates. 

Warm all the kitchen with Thy love, and fill it with Thy peace, 
lPorgive me all my worrying and :make all grumbling cease. 
Accept this service that I do -- I do it unto Thee. 



This lirl who may still be carrying on her unglamorous work 

found the way to make drudgery easya Dignify it with a purpose. 

Offer it as a service to God. 

Work, any kind of work, done for its own sake is slavery. 

Anyone Who is so wrapped u:p in what he does that he loses the 

consciousness of a higher pur:pose, really de-humanizes himsel.1' 

and progresses toward the aniDBl state. 

The story is told of a "I&al Jiagole" - a coacb.ma.n - Who came to 

the rabbi for advice. His horse refused to eat oats or hay and 
,c.c r ... 

was satisfied only with ••i rolls • .a•lllillb~ Even a simple-minded 

coachman could see that such a thing would soon put him out of 

business. What could he do? 

The rabbi eyed the coaclumn for a few mirm.tes and then started 

to ask him some questions: 

")(y good man, do you say your morning prayers?" 

lfo --replied the coach.nan -- these ir ayers are much too long. 

•And how about the Sbabbes, -- do you join your brethren in 

worship?" 

What? -- said the coachman -- and lose all those fares? 

"Then, tell me, do you at least say grace before each meal?" 

Again I must say no, -■~2,wm the coachman, there isn't enough time 
to take a bite. 

"It seems to me, then: laid the Rabbi, "that it is easy to 

understand What's the matter with your horse. Since you live 

like an animal, YOUR HORSE DECIDED TO ACT LIKE A HmIAN BEING. 



A man who becomes so harnessed to his daily tasks that he 

can think of nothing else, loses the grace of humanity. 

The spiritual ma.n may be working just as hard, except that he will 

al,vays see the light of a purpose beyond his labor --- and~ a 

di:tf erence that makes S 

Among the less attractive occui:ationa are, as everyone knows, those 

that make it necessary to go from house to house and push door-bells. 

Nobody likes to do that. But give pushing door-bells a higher 

purpose, like a political or J;>hilanthropic solicitation, and the 

same activity is done with pride by the best of people. 

More important than~ we do, is What we are doing it!£!:. 

Let a man talce food with the thought that only by so doiig 

can he gain strength to do God's work on earth and the purely 

animal act rises to the level of the holy --- worthy of being 

introduced with a prayer. And so all acts and deeds can become 

transfigured in the golden glow of a sacred purpose. 

I am always deeply moved when I think of the letter which 

one of our great Babbie a century ago wrote to his soni the letter 

was written a few days before Yom Kippur 

TO MY BELOVED SON ISM.C ••• then comes an apology that there 

is too little time for a long letter •••• and then the sentences 

DO NOT LET A DAY BE LOST WITHOUT SECLUDING YOURSELF AND 

TRINKIN'G OF THE PURPOSE OF YOUR LIFE 

When such words are addressed to a Jew, they are not an invitation 

to philosophy but an appeal to his memory. YOM KIPPUR,like all 

of our holidays, is chiefly a day of memorial. We are asked to 



-6-

remember the function of the Jewish people and to ~ft~d -l::; hlfJ~ as t 
'=->- do•~-pur:pose of our life D r ... %% our part of the Jewish mission. 

' -
In fact, the whole Bible was written to bring out and• clarify this 

one point: the mission of the J'ewishpeople. For that purpose, 

the Bible takes us back all the way to the Creation of the Universe. 

Then it goes on to tell us how God climaxed the work of creation 

by fashioning the hum:i.n being. But sanehow man does not fit into 

theworld too well. Modern psychology talks a lot about adjustment. 

Well, no sooner does man make his grand appearance in the world ---

and he is maladjusted. The flood comes and God pretty nearly 

plts an end to the great experifment of human life. llut, mankind 

gets anotm r chance in lioah and his descendants. Once again 

men multiply and once again the children of men becane corrupt. 

That is When God decides to pour a greater portion of his 

own spirit into human beings. But God does not choose the mighty 

Ba.byloniane or the ancient Egyptians to be his spokesmen. Jle chooses 

the people least likely to succeed in anything, the Hebrew slayen, 

to show that divine truth may grow on any soil. And so, an 

upstart nation, the Rebrewa, are pulled out of F.gypt, cross the Red 

Sea and brought to the revelation at J(t. Sinai. That•s the climax 

ot the Bible. 

From that day at )(t. Sinai down through the ages, the Jewish 

mission bas remained the sames It is to accept the Torah and to 

believe a 1 mankind will, at some future time~_ l1TJL by:__it 
)'va~ U"ISOlttil "'t NI-tltl\T ~ft/,-_ .lt!IT TO t.f'1•MN - T1 -=-~-"'-_,-,,_-oJ,---,1-Hif'1 

That hope we must never lose. n every age we 

search for the smallest signs of hope. And so, even today we see 



.. 
The war in Korea is a turn~g point in the destiny of America 

1-f ~a.s a4 -0..t. old korrcrs ef t:Ja v ~ .-J ~{;/ ( 
.and perhaps the world. /\ It is a new kind of war. l'or the first 

time we are fighting not to defend or extend our borders, but to 

uphold the authority of the United Nations. It is a noble 

commitment. American Jews welcome, I believe, the choice 

our country hasmade. It is a step closer to the united,peaceful 

and orderly world --Aa cause -fbtcll we have championed for almost 
, 

1 1 
has n. of , f ,- '11jib..., -.., c\ b: t-

3000 years. iob@J■ Cur mess an c goal, sA1; • • ftSL £Jf 
Les.s de.-~,' ..,,a bl e...----

•-•· •t • in all these years. r must believe in 

it1not as a dream or miracle, but as a practical possibility. 

We know that Jews cannot be the only instrument for the pl rfection 

of mankind. We trust that others will join hands with us in the 

building of God's kingdcn. 

business to be hopeful. 

Tb.at•a our faith. • 
.I 

t; """'-' 

i •~it is our 

our teachers tell us that in the end of,...., on the great day 

of judgment, all mankind will JS,es before the heavenly throne. And 

When any man is lead to be judged before the Boly One blessed be He, 

2 questions will be asked of him: 

1. Have you done your duty toward your fellowm.n? 

2. Have ypu shown reverence to God? 

:But a JeW.$Will be asked a 3rd questions 

OF REDEIIPI'IOli? 

HAVE YOU KEPT YOUR HOPE 
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The Meaning of the Hebrew Kaddish 
By Eli Siegel 

Then will I not hide myself from Thy face.-Job 13. 20 

KADDISH (WORDS HAVING HOLINESS) right that each time the Kaddish is said, something of its 
May His great name beauty should be felt. Repetition should make for in-
Be mighty and holy creased emotion, not for the contrary. The emotion the 
In the world K dd' h ak f His will has made. a 1s can m e or is the emotion of sunset and Bach, 
May this be with speed, sunrise and Beethoven, afternoon and Shakespeare; of 
And in a near time. the whole year and Moses and Heine and God. In the 
Amen. Kaddish, there are the magnificent severity of Michel-
May His kingdom angelo's Moses and the sweetness of Heine at his most 
Come to be 
In your life, your days, musical, of Spinoza at his most lucid. 
And in the life Were the Kaddish to be felt rightly by all who say 
Of the House of Israel: it, all who have yet to know it, our world would take 
May this be with speed, on more logic and sweetness. More meditation on the 
And in a near time. 
Amen. Kaddish is in order; less mumbling. An explanation of 

the Kaddish seems necessary; for the Jewish way and 
Jewish thought and Jewish poetry can be seen, always, 
anew-with the beginning great truth of one God and the 
mind of man and the world, still present, stiill seen faith
fully, still loved. The Kaddish has to do with grief; and 
it is well, then, to begin with grief. What form to grief 
does the Kaddish give? 

May His great name be blessed 
For ever, for ever. 
Blessed, praised, made glorious; 
Extolled, heightened, and honored, 
Made mighty and lifted uir-
Be the name of the Holy and One, 
Whom we bless; 
Even though He is high 
Above all blessings and hymns, 
Extollings and comfortings: 
All that are uttered 
In the world. 
And say ye, 
Amen. 
May peace come from on high, 
Opulently; 
And life for us, 
And for all Israel. 
And say ye, 
Amen. 
May He who makes peace 
In His high places, 
Make peace for us, 
And for all Israel. 
And say ye, 
Amen. 

The Hebrew Kaddish, seen poetically and philosophi
cally, is one of the most beautifully courageous things the 
mind of man has come to. At the same time it is a 
magnificent warning, of much relevance in our uncertain 
day. The purpose of the Kaddish is to stop our changing 
grief and fear into selfishness. It tells us not to change 
sorrow into a dislike of what is. 

The mighty words of the Kaddish are said by thousands 
and thousands of persons all over America and the world. 
They are chanted, often, with awing sobriety and beauty 
at cemeteries: the world for a while has an unaccustomed 
meaning. In synagogues, the magnificent Hebrew often 
rings forth, with profound dignity; and those who hear 
are gravely, sweetly and fearfully in touch with first 
things: in toud1 with this moment's meaning of the God 
of Israel, the God of astronomy, physics, spring, autumn, 
psychology-and one's heart, even where one does not 
see it. 

Yet many, many persons have said the Kaddish-duti
fully, indeed-but without knowing the import of what 
they were saying, the poetic significance of their verbal 
duty. The Kaddish has been mumbled; rushed through; 
disregarded in the hurry of a demanding day. It seems only 

When a great grief comes, there is a tendency to re
treat into ourselves, and there be glumly dismal. Grief 
can make for a flat, formless privacy; an indifference un
willing to see color in anything, goodness in any person, 
meaning in the universe. Selfishness is a great muffler, a 
great duller, a great hider; and grief often makes us 
more selfish, not less so. It is hard for a person to be 
unselfish in the deepest sense of the word, in ordinary 
times; that is, to be justly aware of the being and value 
of all others; but when we are hit by a sharp, mighty 
calamity, it can seem greyishly silly to be interested in 
what is outside ourselves. 

The Kaddish asks us, when we have been pierced, cast 
down; when we are tired, perhaps, in strange sadness
to come to a hilltop, to be like a trumpet, to praise every
thing. 

Imagine Isaac Leben. He has just lost his one son. He 
has had grief before, of various kinds. He has been puz
zled by the ways of things. He has seen his son, Abner, 
dead. He can sink deeply. He can become bitter. He can 
retreat blankly.-What does the Kaddish tell him? 

The Kaddish tells him he should like God and what He 
has made, grandly. Isaac should not think of his son, 
just so, at all. The Kaddish says, for him, and to him, 
in massive and graceful Hebrew: 

May His great name 
Be mighty and holy 
In the world 
His will has made. 
May this be with speed, 
And in a near time. 
Amen. 

There is a continual drama, in Hebrew literature, be
tween the depths and wishes of ourselves, as separate 
beings, and the meaning of the world. God is constantly 
telling the people of Israel to leave their idols, that is, 
gods they can own, gods in the long run subservient to 
themselves. Idols are really the embodiment of the self 
in false grandeur. 

Copyright 1954 by Eli Siegel. No part of this publication m11y be reproduced without written permission of the publisher. 



It is hard for a man to care for what is far away, what 
is immeasurable, as he does for his self, so warm to him. 
Next to what is ourselves, are those close to us-those 
we own in a way. There are two evils notably present in 
the old Hebrew literature: the evil of seeing the world 
as a thing to be owned, without due respect to the cause 
of the world or God; and the evil of hiding from the 
world, in order to be comfortable in the monarchy of ego. 
In Isaiah, for example, we can see the people of Israel, 
haughty in ownership; in Psalm 139, we can see a Jew 
tempted to hide from reality, from the sight of everything. 

Isaiah and the Psalms, of course, speak of the heart 
of man, not just of Jews in history. The Kadd·ish says that 
when great, not-understood grief happens, that is no time 
to establish a woeful, segregated self: woeful, but perhaps, 
likewise, contemptuous of existence and fate and of every
thing. 

The Kaddish is aware that grief can become contempt. 
The more sad a person is, the less disposed he may be to 
find significance or meaning in anything; which means, 
though he may not know it, that he is more disposed to 
establish that dismal glory which secretly comes to be 
when contempt or bitterness is completely successful. The 
Kaddish shows an awareness of our worst and most un
conscious and yet unceasing plot: a plot working quietly 
and darkly in us: the plot to see life as empty, the world 
as meaningless, the universe as gigantic rubbish; and 
God as uselessly shadowy, or as indifferent, or as unkind. 

When Isaac Leben lost his son, he was subject to the 
temptation of finding all existence empty and inimical. 
The Kaddish tells him: This is the time to extol the 
world and the cause of it more than ever, to see God as 
kinder to him than ever. And the Kaddish tells one to 
think not only of his fate, but of what is going to happen 
to everyone. Isaac Leben is asked in his sorrow to think 
of beautiful contentment for all: 

May His Kingdom 
Come to be 
In your life, your days, 
And in the life 
Of the House of Israel; 
May this be with speed, 
And in a near time. 
Amen. 

In other words, Isaac Leben instead of being asked to 
say, "My son, my son, my only son" is asked to say, "Oh, 
that this world become one with God's beautiful purpose. 
Oh, that people know the meaning of what they have 
experienced, and come to see it with a form in keeping 
with God." We can ask what His Kingdom means: we 
can be sure that while not banishing utterly the world we 
know, in this Kingdom we shall see God's meaning; 
and this meaning as the beauty of eternity and the hour 
made one. 

Follows in the Kaddish a great crash of praise. There is 
insistent, determined, unmeasured, magnificently defiant 
and endless praise of God-even while there is the remem
brance of the body of someone so close to oneself, now no 
longer with life: 

Blessed, praised, made glorious; 
Extolled, heightened, and honored, 
Made mighty and lifted up-
Be the name of the Holy and One, 
Whom we bless; 
Even though He is high 
Above all blessings and hymns, 
Extollings and comfortings: 
All that are uttered 
In the world. 
And say ye, 
Amen. 

So while Isaac Leben may be inclined to retreat into 
his own grief, he is told to extol God without measure
and so are the people wiith Isaac Leben. The Kaddish 
tells us that somewhere grief and rejoicing are one in 
God's reality. 

I think then that the Kaddish is the continuation, in a 
time of critical sadness, of the import of Psalm 139, which 
tells us that there is a temptabion all the time for the self 
to hide in the darkness of vanity. The Bible is aware that 
there is that in man which says love of all outside himself 
and the cause of it, is a lessening of me, the ego com
fortable: in itself, and alone. 

After the crash of praise, the Kaddiish concludes in 
tranquil, wide amity. The Kaddish asks for a peace 
against the peace of despair, of numbness, of blankly 
staring fixity: 

May peace come from on high, 
Opulently; 
And life for us, 
And for all Israel. 
And say ye, 
Amen. 

May He who makes peace 
In His high places, 
Make peace for us, 
And for all Israel. 
And say ye, 
Amen. 

And so it is incorrect to associate the Kaddish with a 
fearful monotony. It tells us that death should not freeze 
us. The Kaddish is a warm, kiind poem, magnificent in 
its contradiction of a tendency in grief-surprised, grief
crushed man. It asks flesh and blood to do useful, authen
tic wonders. 

The Kaddish can bring meaning to all men. Its beauty 
is deep and constant. It says that the more we can truly 
love reality and the cause of it, the more our moments, 
our days, our lives will be beautifully had by ourselves. 

Let us then see the Kaddish. Let us understand it, 
poetically and logically. Let us see Rabbi Hillel, a moun
tain, and a lark in it. This means that we must stop 
mumbling it; we must ask what it is, and why the words are 
what they are. The Kaddish is not an accelerated whisper; 
it is not an unheard stagger. When synagogues and homes 
and elsewhere are places for the understanding of the 
Kaddish, its brave, fine assertion-not for some obscure 
rendition-then His Great and His Poetic Name will be 
heard; and in being heard will be Mighty and Holy, as, 
perhaps, it never was before. 

There is no limit to how well we can hear. 

NOTE 
The Meaning of the Hebrew Kaddish is a revised and enlarged form of a consideration of the subject which 
first appeared in The Jewish Forum, July 1953. Eli Siegel's translation of the Kaddish first appeared in Com
mentary, February 1953. 
Eli Siegel is the founder of Aesthetic Realism. He is the author of Hot Afternoons Have Been in Montana, 
Nation Prize Poem, 1925; and of The Aesthetic Method in Self-Conflict, 1946. 
The Meaning of the Hebrew Kaddish has been published by Definition Press for the Society for Aesthetic 
Realism. Copies, twenty cents each, at Amory Books, 280 West 12th Street, New York 14, N. Y. 



My friends, I am personally very thankful and happy 

to be united w1 th you in prayer on this first Rosh Hashonah 

which you and I are observi~ together. Let me wish you all 

from the bottom of my heart Ir ..J).:J..f\ ,) t4J(} ver 
May all of you and all of mankini be inscribed in the Book 

of Life ror a fJ:> od year, a year of peace and contentment. 

Unfortunately there is a great gap between our wishes and the 

state of af'fairs in the .:>rld. It makes us sad 

,.__ 1 Ori• the mood of rear and anxiety in the hearts of mankind 

as we are about to enter the year 5712 of our ancient calendar. 

It seems that each year the outlook grows darker and more 

do.ubtful. 

Some time ago General De Gaulle wrote a book which 

many Frenchmen are now reading. The book opens with the words 

"Uncertainty is the mark of our t:1.me.u I suppose we all feel 

that way. If you are a father, if you are a mother, if you are 

a young man or a young woman you must be perplexed and wonder 

how it is possible to plan for the future or feel secure about 

one's family these days. Yet I venture to say that we Jews have 

much to be grateful for. Compared w1 th some of the nations in 

the world we still stand like the old Wailing Wall in ancient 

Jerusalem, indestructible and defying the law of decline and 

decay. In a world that is literally falling apart, we Jews ~ve. 

still stand,~f t :=-tt. We have seen the spirit and power of 

France all but broken. We have also seen in these past years 

how Great Britain became not so great, and even in this wonierful 

land of ours, America, we have come to know fear for the first 

time in history. But the Jews are still unbroken in spirit. 



Only a few weeks ago James G. McDonald, 11!1&,- :f'rst United 

States Ambassador to Israel, published a fascinating book 

entitled "My Mission in Israel. tt You w111 find it a most 

absorbing experience to read this book and to see the ex

citing events,which have taken place in Israel the past few 

yearsJthrough 1:he eyes of a seasoned and experienced diplomat 

and observer of public affairs. 

Now the one thing that impressed Mr. McDonald more 

than anything else he saw in Israel was the incredible 

optimism of' the Jews. In .fact, everybody who has been in 
1,111 <\(J 

Israel" agree,. • ? 12 p 1 r "- •• ., A tourist who recently 

returned from a trip around the world put it this way - in 

Britain people brood over the lost glory of the old empire. 

In Vienna they s ti 11 dream of' the gay and good old days, but 

in Israel people tell you: Well, things are wonderful now, 

but if you really want to see something come back next year. 

My frierns, optimism is an ancient Jewish characteristic. 

We have always been a hopeful people and we have given frequent 

expression to our hopefulness and perhaps never more forcefully 

and eloquently tti.an in a lovely prayer which is part of our 

daily morning service. This prayer says: f"> !..J' :,<2,1c 
!.){!J/r,/ »':) >)NI :_Ji) Jr ~I G' ';)N 

:!_Jr(2,J) > ,)/ol ~NI 
Happy are wej how good is our portion and how pleasant is our 

destiny/ and how beautiful is our heritage! I hope that many 

of you are familiar w1 th thia prayer, but what you are not 

likely to know is the fact that th.is womerfully hopeful 

expression, this optimistic prayer, this joyful affirmation 

and acceptance of the Jewish destiny, was written in a time 
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of great persecution, in a time when it became necessary to 

suspend, to abolish the public service. In precisely such 

a time of dark terror, this expression of happiness, happiness 

in the fact of bel ng Jewish became part of our private morning 

devotions. This pr ayer is om of those typical - Nevertheless -

attitudes that our history is full of. Come what may, never

theless, we are Jews and we rejoice in that fact. But this 

prayer is more than a declaration of joy in being Jewish. In 

it you will find certain convictions expressed, certain reasons 

why we Jews have always felt confident am if we today can 

accept those convictions, those beliefs which our forefathers 

had we, too, shall be happy as Jews, comt what may: 
!JP f'0 ~,c 
i!JR Ir/ p '?J 

How good is our portion and how pleasant our destiny. 

;;, N 

,">NI 
You 

see, our forefathers had a sense of destiny which gave them 

great com:rort. Indeed, I might say that a sense of destiny 

is the basic fundamental feeling of religion. Of course it 

is a matter of faith: Faith that there is a will at work, 

that there is a will ruling over our lives which is greater 

than our own will. Faith that our petty lives fit into an 

eternal plan. 

Everyone, I am sure, knows our ancient custom of wishing 

one another at this season of the year 

t(May you be inscribed in the Book of Life for the New Year. 
11 

This is a picturesque way of saying that the basic issues of 

human life are decided by God and not man. That is why Rosh 

Hashonah is known as the 

We do not believe as did the ~nglish poet William trnest Henley who 
wrote the popular poem IlTVICTUS (the Undefeated). In his skeptical 

mood he addressed himself to "whatever gods may be" and in his closing 
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line , which is di stingui shed by poetic chut zpah ., he shouted: 

_LAM THE YASmER OF MY FA'T'E 
J..__AM THE CAPTAIN OF M..Y_SOUL I ~eNtlA. 1,.1,..'-( - • , • - -- --

We don't believe any human being can say that . lits 1.,ikPvC 1,.,,r- LJ,fj -
SH, OOw ,,,._~fft¼«f Arrit~~J 

Our life is subject to divine judgement and control., and what we need 

is enough humility to face the futuxe with a sense of our own weakness., 

and enough faith that Cod who created the world in His wisdom also 

wisely governs the dest i ny of man . 

r Certainly our people always put their trust in God 

as the merciful and loving Father in heaven and drew comfort 

every day and every hour from faith that God was w1 th them, 

that He worked out their life in His Higher wisdom in ful

fillment of his plan. That 1 s why they could say w1 th deep 

conviction "How good is our portion and how pleasant is our 

~es tiny .:_j 
Now the per sonal sense of destiny of which I have 

spoken and which was pirt of the perspect1ve"fiire of every 

believing Jew was strengthened and fortified by the feeling 

of belonging to the Jewish people. I suppose to this day 

every Jew somehow finds that his life is committed to the 

Jewish people from birth, that being Jewish is not merely a 

matter of choice. I think that is a characteristic Jewish 

feeling. 

None of us chose Jud a1 sm but J udai am ohos e us • The 

Jewish role is placed into the cradle of every Jew and this 

1s as it should be. There is an old ••11111-- legend about the 

giving of the Torah at Mt. Sinai. According to this legend., 

when God decided t.o reveal the Torah under mankind he demanded 
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of Israel some surety, some bond or pledge of great value 

as guaranty that the Torah would be properly kept and treasured 

and when Moses and the leaders of Israel offered to God a great 

amount of gold and silver the offer was turned down. Finally 

Moses and the leaders of Israel said to God "we offer our 

children as bondsmen, as surety for the Torah.• It was only 

then that God gave the Tarah to Israel, declaring that as 

long as the children of Israel were committed to it, the Torah 

would be in good hands. In other words, we became a people of 

religion, a people of Torah long, long ago at that historic 

moment when our forefathers committed all future generations, 

their children and their children's children and pledged them 

to that Torah. The reason of course was obvious - the ideas 

and ideals and the goals and the visions contained in the Torah 

cannot be achieved in a single generat12n. It is a task for 

many, many generations and_!!.., we Jews of today, are these children {~fc.,ent

pledged to fulfill the Torah. -~• my friends, it is this challenge which is really 

the great measage of Rosh Hash.onah. On this sacred day we hear 

ttie ancient call, the call of centuries. We hear the echoes 

of the voices of our forefathers calling upon us to dedicate 

ourselves to the fulfillment of their drea;,. J And if on this 

sacred day there is sons a all sense of guilt, some feeling of 

shame and rE111orse in our hearts §at cries out for repentance, 

for retur!9 it is because we kaew s,g:w of' ten we have lived as 

though we had no obligation to the past, as though our lives 

had not been dedicated long ago. 

We know and admit in shame that we have lived and in 

our day by day life ignored the task that many generations 
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of our ancestors trustingly passed on to us, and so we are 

gathered here, as all Jews are gathered in their synagogues 

all over the world, driven and brought together by the desire 

to affirm and to affirm with joy our task and our destiny as 

a people of God saying: 

How good is our portion and how pleasant is our destiny! 

Now there is just one obvious point which I would 

like to make tonight and it 1s "this. The acceptance of' the 

Jewish destiny may be the greatest source of our personal 

happiness when Judaism is not only something into mich we 

have been born but some thing th at we have learned to appreciate 

so much that we would choose it of our own accord. It makes 

a great diff'erence 1.f we can say w1 th umerstanding and con

viction as previous generations of Jews have said: 

!J.J\ e,., .. 
How beautiful is our heritage t ·~ 

I think there is no greater challenge in Jewish life 

today than to give our people the knourledge so that they, too, 

may consider their lives worthwhile and more significant because 

of their Jewishness. Too many of our people have just a formal 

sort of affiliation with Judaism. They may belong to this or 

that Jewish or ganiz ati on and they may perhaps bind themselves 

to our people w1 th an annual contribution to this or that fund, 

but their hearts really are not with us. They remind me of 

the man who built himself a beautiful new home and he was par

ticularly anxious to have automatic heat installed and he did 

so with great expense. He ordered thermostats for all rooms 
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and he asked that each therm.ostat be regulated at 72°. One 

cold winter day he moved into that new beautiful home of his 

and discovered then, much to his dismay, that although all 

the thermostats registered 72° the house was actually .freezing 

cold, cold like an ice box, and men he checked he .found that 

the thermostats had been set al-right, they registered 72°, 

only they had not been connected with the heating unit. So 

it is with some of our people, they may register as Jews, 

their Jewish thermostat so to speak seems to indicate normal 

Jewish af.filiation, but their Jewish heart and soul ant frozen. 

The reason is that they are ;rniritually disconnected. My 

friends, the purpose of these High Holidays is to have every 

one of us check on his connection with our great and ancient 

faith a ... J -io "'~ k.e, s 1,.4.,r.,_, 1:hit be; ... , Je1,,1l jk. is 11, i- j .. st- ;) ... e-r t _, h ~_el b '1,t- :,o,..__e.i,4; "':f -£1..c\t 
rrallJ 3.fo..,s w:tl.,;- - a f ;vi~ fil:t&;.! - c,..v;,1:o.. 5 i;o ove~ci,a.--L-- t1t'!f.vc3L ',.Jtffev-iz.-..c .e... i'wfd v j 5 ; 0 .,._ 

i. 
0 Or+t§6· etiWci:' "u ~e0 'a tr;·~ tli .J al . ti"ev' I 

5
] lto'(C.: ~ t t t 'hGe"£-'- f!.ytoit """"~ f o.r U,~ .... -~U~la~1itQ1111ili~W~t!:1£_. ng , J L p 

rediscover Judaism so that all of you might come to un:ierstand 

and love it saying: 

How beautiful is our heritage! Let us enter our New Year to

gether with courage and with supreme confidence in our future. 

Let us be sure in our hearts that God's plan will be fulfilled 

and that in that plan there is an important !'unction, a great 

and a noble role for us Jews to play. Let us be of one mind 

with the author of a book on Jewish history who ended his last 

page with these words in big print: "To be continued.• Our 

history i.s to be continued. The march of Juiaism and the march 

of the Jews will be continued through the ages 

Happy are we! 

How good is our portion! 

And how pleasant is our destiny! 

And how beautiful is our heritage! Amen. 
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MEMORIAL SERVICE 

Tb.is hour, my friends, reunites us with our beloved 

ones. We still recall their features and the true and beautiful 

words they spoke. We still remember their deeds of kindness. 

We think of their life and their . faith and we wonder: Can it 

be that our beloved ones are no more? What is that great unknown 

which separates them from the land of the living? Death is life's 

greatest riddle. We know that we are all under the sentence of 

death and yet, though death is a frequent visitor on earth/his 

countenance remains wrapped in mystery. For each of us death is 

certain
1
but its meaning is not. 

It is not difficult to see the logical necessity of 

death/for life as we know it 1is an eternal cycle of death and 

birth and renewal and re-birth. 
I 

;)oJ the leaves are fallin She flower fadeth and the grass 

witherath this is the death of the autumn and the winter and 

without it there could be no re-birth in the spring. The tree 

which does not shed its leaves cannot grow and live. Humanity 

without death would be stagnant .1kltt. could never be the renewal 

and growth and perhaps perfection of the human stock from cr,nt-11.l;p"'-<. o 

~e~ttaiioh. Life is growth and the growth of the new requires 

the death of the old
1

and so the terms of life as we know them 

include death as a logical necessity.And yet, though we can see 

it logically and philosophically, we cannot accept death per

sonally. 

George Bernard Shaw once said "No man ever really 

believes that he is going to die. 11 It just proves that we need 

more than logic to face this moat profound riddle and mystery of 

human existence. So we turn not only to argument and reason but 
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to faith to 'give us the answer. And to us of the Jewish faith 

death is not an exit but an entrance, not a disappearance but a.. 

'illla. return, not the end but the fulfillment of life. Not an exit 

but an entrance - how do we mean that? You have had many a dream 

when did you find out that it was only a dream? Only after awaken

ing. Could not life also be just a dream and death the awakening 

to a greater reality? Tb.en death would not be the door out of 

existence
1
but the door leading into a higher and more real life. 

We Jews also think of death as mads great return. One 

of our rabbis said it may be explained by way of a parable: A 

king has a son whom he sends to the village to be educated before 

he is initiated into the way of the palace. When the son has 

completed his education the king in his love sends for him to bring 
I I 

him back to the palace. Similarly,the soul which is the child of 
.p ... ;t" · -to ·H,t. v:1/;a~, ,i ar-£.~ 

God,is~sent from its heavenly abodeA that ~s the g below,to 

be prepared for ultimate residence in the king's palace and when 

it is ready the Heavenly King d~•sble1 the soul to abide with 

Him forever. The villagers, that is the people on earth, weep 

for the departure of every life but a wise man will say ttWhy do 

you weep? Was this not the king's son whose true place is in 

his father's palace and not among us?" Death we believe is a 

return, a return to a much richer life. We believe that that 

great beyond, the lire for which we are destined, is more perfect 
0'4Y (ift Pk e~.--t'-. is -ao "'""'e -<It, ... .a '1~3::, o .. ,ff,'i-t...1 J ~'1acloa.r of '(l..L .--e.i( ftfe (o ro"-< . 

than this life. ~ It is just like the 11 ttle girl who watched her 

grandmother work on a piece of cloth. noh, granny,u she said, 

1•that cloth is all full of mixed up stitches e.nd knots. It isn't 

pretty at all.tt Tb.en her grandmother turned the cloth over and 
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there was stitched a beautiful basket of flowers of all colors. 

"Oh, granny, that is beautiful" the little girl gasped. "My 

dear," said the woman, "this tapestry is just like our life. We 

only see the wrong side of it, a confused outline full of knots 

and stitches,but some day we shall see the other side and it will 

be a beautiful pattern." 

Death, my friends, is the turning point of life, not the 

end of being, but rather the completion of our work, the point of 

fulfillment when the true pattern of life will be revealed to us. 

Let us see death as this point of transition, as one of the goals 

we must pass on our way of life eternal. It is not to be feared, 

it is to be expected. It is a mere incident in our journey of 

life and God's plan of life in the words of the prophet 1~ill 

swallow up death forever.'' 

Let us then meet in spirit with our departed. Let our 

prayers now rise to them as a message of love and of faith and 

may this mystic hour renew our hope that we shall be re-united 

with all of our dear ones in the Abode of the Heavenly Kingdom. 
a 

Amen. 
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My friends, this is the most sacred night of our year, 

Koi Nidre Night. It is named after a prayer which has been 

sung to the same melody at least a thousand years or more and 
l ... ,5)le>tt.>t. in all these years this prayer has opened up t. Yom Kippur 

services. The greatness of the Kol Nidre lies in the fact that 

it expresses within a few minutes the mood which Yom Kippur 

develops throughout the whole of that sacred day. Now someone 

asked me recently why the words of this ancient prayer have 

been left out of our prayer books. In fac~, you won't find the 

text of the Kol Nidre printed - Isn't it strangp that this 

prayer which is said with such feeling and reverence has not 

been put into print? Why? The reason is that the words of the 

Kol Nidre are misleading without further and full explanation. 
,, 

You see, the text of the Kol Nidre is this:- All vows, all oaths, 

all promises which we sha.11 make to God between this Yom Kippur 

and the next we maw declare null and void, we cancel them and 

say that our vows are not vows, our oaths are not oaths and our 
I, 

promises are not promises. I might say, my friends, that we can 

measure our spiritual maturity by the way we understand or mis

understand the Kol Nidre. What this prayer means to say is that man 

habitually and notoriously falls short of his goals and his in

tentions. Our promises, our vows and our oaths don't count very 

much, neither do our resolutions, be they ever so sincere, because 
"'-' tk~-

we human beings have 
1

'118<1little with which to back them up. Who 

really knows how the next -day shall find him? Strictly 

speaking, we have no right to make promises when it is so doubt-

ful th~t_we can carry them out. ~ ~,;.~ ~~ r~ 
.,.,J-,"" WI-ff\ "T {j 1-1 AN - Atv} J J ylltjM.. AJ/jc.~l~-.s --,-

'l;&is::1A:22timsrt 1e a meje• "ih:eft!Ei iR ow> ~eligte& aBCil in 

one of the greatest Hebrew prayers recited toward the end of 

.. 



Yom Kippur we say ~ 

/.:.JroF J N~ J>N 
Lord of all worlds., what are weJ-what is our life, what our 

goodness., what our power;what can we say in Thy presence~ 

What can we~, what can we promise before God:-- Non-

fulf"illment happens to be the great human tragedy. Inadequacy., ,~s ... f(: r.;e .. d-1 
incompleteness and pitiful weakness o¥e.- written into the flesh ,~ .. J lA01>J 

and bones of every human being and it seems to me that one of 

the greatest mistakes of the twentieth century was to ignore 

the fact of human weakness. We all have been brought up to 

expect much too much from the human being and I believe a great 

many neurotics and disturbed people running aroWld inside and 

outside of mental institutions are the result of our exaggerated 
~v-el, , /

expectations. I am thinking for example of those,thousands of 

people who deeply believe they are failures and crack up under 
/( ,, 

the compulsion of trying to reach what they call the top. Oh., 

they pay a heavy price for the illusion that we rise only by 
effo"t- a .. J ,..i, revtd: .... (k,., .. 4-~ ~ · E, ,4::: e if+. ,. ee~ 

dint of our own persona1,tab111ty. r,U'iEtJt..mightbe_, tek:811.-, 
if we-

,:- f ■ !lt so much better !: i;i;i blt6"7 accepted the fact that ever so 

often we are brought high or low by circumstances beyond our 

contro1/I And I am also thinking of any number of parents who 

cry their eyes out because their children have turned out not 

exactly as they had wanted them to be. Oh., how much happier 

persons and better parents they might have been with just a 

little more modesty,if only they had realized how little it is 

given to any human being to plan somebody else's life and 

character.!IIn fact, I am thinking of our whole generation reared 

in the belief that you ean b1 so-called ''intelligent plann1ng
11 

~ , i~vev{k.rt 
'-! r {·k ~elit ive.. ei\ >e,, 

create~the kind of society world which will bring the most 

:'na-pw.,~fl.A. ,..,t<t tA.,e ,most people. We should have learned from the 
w,; • l.' ~ -,, - .. • - • • ~· 
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~ltd ""~"''S -tvc1J :, f "'~f, .... ;f e{ hcJpp/1.(.>..J 

whole history of human strivingl\that even our best and most 

sincere efforts are not enough. Af'ter we have made some progress 

for a while there comes a war or some such calamity and knocks 

over the whole structure of human dreams. jfook at them again --

The success-chasers, plagued by their sense of failure •• the heart

broken parents incapable of understanding why wishing a certain 

kind of family life does not always make it so ••• the man in the 

street, baffled and confused, why the world does not improve as 

planned .•••••• WHAT IS THE BASIC MISTAKE OF ALL THESE PEOPLE? 
~ ~,cafc-.,fa11 , .... ,, 

I think it is that they all go byAthe fallacy that life is what 
h"'~ .... 4>r:d e... •"4. J 

.!!!_ make it. They see life 8a:1iJ in terms ofAtheir blown-up ideas 

of human power and human capabilities. 

There once was a poor country woman who had many children 

and
1

accord1ng to this story
1
they were always begging for food, 

but she had none to give them. One day she found an egg. She 

called her children and said,"Ohildren, children, we've nothing 

to worry about any more; I've found an egg. And, being a provident 

woman, I shall not eat the egg, but shall ask my neighbor for per

mission to put it under her setting hen, until a chd.ck is hatched. 

For I am a provident woman! And we shall not eat the chick, but 

will set her on eggs, and the eggs will hatch into chickens. And 

the chickens in their turn will hatch many eggs, and we'll have 

many chickens and many eggs. But Itm a provident woman! I'll not 

eat the chickens and not eat the eggs, but shall sell them and 

buy me a heifer. And I shall not eat the heifer, but shall raise 

it to a cow, and not eat the cow until it calves. But I won't 
ca.(f 

eat the,1' either, and we'll have cows and calves and buy a field, 

and we'll have fields and cows and calves, and we won't need 

anything any more! 
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And the countrywoman was getting terribly excited and gesticulating 

wildly when the egg fell out of her hands/and broke. That is how 
t.,v-~p,eJ ~ ,~ i /e~~"' J pfa ... s ~ ... J ~v-e.-

we are, my friends, that's how we get~ost in our illusions of 

grandeur and before we know it even the little bit of power we do 

have, slips from our hands and our human dreams become broken shells. 

The most solidly established fact in human experience is 

that it is utterly impossible for a man to plan his life with cer

tainty and to achieve security and fulfillment merely by his own 

effort. Usually we stumble from trial to error to failure and 

sometimes we also stumble into success; some time ago, I am sure 

you'll remember, there was a popular song entitled OPEN THE DOOR 

RICHARD -- and this title, it seems to me, suggests a profound 

truth about life. No man is a self-made man. From childhood to 

adult years and down to old age, there is always somebody opening 
{~ "J. l\l,\,r'.S~, 

doors for us ••••• first mother and father,/\. then friends, then un-

known people, then lucky circumstances and so we live successfully 

as we pass through these doors that are opened by strange hands, •• 

and just as surely we must live unsuccessfully and are defeated 

when these doors are shut into our faces. Nobody, but nobody, can 

open the doors· of opportunity and of abundant, happy 11 ving all 

by himself. 

Carl Jung, known as the greatest psychiatrist next to 

Sigmund Freud of our century, said toward the end of his practice 

of many years: "Of all my thousands of patients, not one of them 

was completely cured until he found a religious outlook on life." 

And I suspect that much of that religious outlook on 

life is the acceptance of human weakness and insufficiency and 

inadequacy, in the terms of our prayer: 

!)''I\ 07 !J'c. >)~ 

/Yf' ,,,~ ,)J,I 
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What are we? What is our life? What our goodness, 

and what our power? 

What can we say in Thy p~e'1c.e, '?, 

An officer in the navy once told a group of clergymen: 

"I do not think I ever cared a hang about religion or God until 

I got out to sea. And there, walking the bridge, with more stars 

above me than I ev,er thought a sky could hold, with endlessly 

tossing gray waters on all four sides of me, smelling the salt 

breeze that came from and was going to who knows where, I sud

denly understood what a tiny shell my ship was which had looked 

so big in the harbor, and how really insignificant I was, a bit 

of a thing walking the bridge there I came to understand what 

people mean when they talk of the greatness of God." 

I hope you can grasp the message of this great day: 

d pro,mis es null and ,, 

cause we are dreadfully 

aware that man is in no position to make promises or plan anything 
(S~o..r off _ 

with certainty •••• and we fast this day, not t'o\'te"s'~ our self-

eontrol, but to demonstrate how insignificant all material things 

are on earth, and only if we see life that way, only if we see our 

own smallness, can we begin to see the greatness of God •••• 

May this Yom Kippur teach us what the little boy learned 

when one night after darkness he went outside the, house to retrieve 

his tricycle. He had barely shut the door behind him, when again 

he slowly opened it and looking toward his da.d who was sitting in 

the living room, the boy said: It's too dark outside without you, 

father. 

The world is too dark without .puq: our heavenly Father. 
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We cannot live, we cannot hope, we cannot go on without 

the God of all eternity at our side. Let us find our peace and 
~ /Ji'tL, t.k<L.. t.,,t .-e~l ,:~f(., 

our strength and confidence in the words o'r the.{ paalm~ J c 15 ~ C7'"' 

:>. (-:ftte. w~le.. --~; 
Wb.itaier shall I go from Thy, spirit? 

And whither shall I flee from Thy presence? 

If I go up to the heavens, Thou are there, 

And if I go down to the netherworld, behold, Thou 

art there •••••• 

If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the 

uttermost parts of the sea 

Even there shall Thy hand lead me and Thy right 

hand shall hold me 

If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; --

even the night shall be light about 

me. Yea, the darkness hideth not from 

Thee; but the night shineth as the day. 



'(o M k 1PP111L Mo fl"'"''
. 0·L,t-10

1 
l"tfl 

~-~.~ REMOVE THE STUMBLING BLOCK 

Tb.ls ls the day, my deal? friends, of reconciliation and 

peace for our people. And so we were glad to find in the Haftorah of 

this morning1 Isaiah's great message of peace: 

:( ~ 1 !)~ CLEAR THE WAY, REMOVE THE STUMBLING BLOCK OUT OF THE 

't-!'! l.h~ JiQ,-?~ 1N'?~ WAY OF MY PEOPLE Js S-?.J'f 

';)1rof _µ1 1'e p,Se PEACE, PEACE TO HIM THAT IS FAR OFF, AND TO HIM THAT 

l T" ? ~; );'>fi 
( /7- IS NEAR. 

We repeat these words now to all the sons and daughters of Israel: 

SHALOM, SHALOM - Peace, peace be unto you, but especially to those 

who are far off, who have moved away from the 

synagogue and the practice of our faith, they especially, I might 

say, are the object of our concern and solicitation today. And 

we want · to consider now how we may bring them back to us. How 

we can clear the way and remove the stumbling block out of the way 
t-l e 

of our people? What has estranged s muxJ ~:f == pee,me from our 

faith? What has alienated them from the house of God? 

Just a few days ago I read about an incident which sug-

gests one of the ·reasons: .ti z II a 16 lei\.& az c llB:@l 3 &ii liJ 

aagegA. It happened during this year's Rosh 

Hashonah services in a small synagogue on the West Coast. The 

rabbi of that congregation devoted most of his sermon in praise 

of a young Jewish soldier who had volunteered for military service 

in Korea and who had returned, minus an arm, and was sitting in 

the synagogue among the worshippers. 

After the ra,bbi closed his sermon, congregants begged 

that the young GI be heard from. After a hasty conference, the 

modest youngster was brought to the pulpit and spoke a few words. 

1/"'~ He began by saying he wasn't worthy of the honor-- r him ---

that he had merely done his duty as a citizen and obeyed his 
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orders. Then he stopped and after a long pause came the following 

electrifying confession: 11I am ashamed to stand before you. I 

feel ashamed before these synagogue walls, before you people who 

have been praying here, before the prayer book in my hand. For 

what kind of a Jew am I? I don't know a word of Hebrew; I don't 

know anything about being Jewish or about the Jewish religion. 

I'm neither gentile nor Jew. Just nothing ••••• " 

Many of us, though born in our faith, have become --

just nothing, neither gentile nor Jew. The little knowledge we , ... ,,... .,, .. 
picked up in our childhood has~ evaporated 

e 

From time to time it happened in my former congregation 

in Buffalo that parents would tell me with great pride how muoh 

their children were learning in Sunday School. That is always 

nice to hear, but I might tell you it is most distressing when the 

compliment is part of some such conf'ession as: "You know, Rabbi, 

my little David (a seven year old child) has learned so much about 

this holiday---- he knows a lot more about it than I. 11 

When a second grader in Sunday School can get ahead of 

his parents in the knowledge of Judaism, then it doesn't prove the 

excellence of our Sunday School but the ignorance of our adults. 

A highly leEII'ned educator and Rabbi from the old country 
ll~J:J,.,-f c.<> ~ he i,e. {o rai .se. "' " k e )- "-e ...,~ s ~ .. ex«z.('f;o,.~ ( 1, ,·s, {0 ,- _I 

recently visited America.~ He went from city to city to observe and 

study Jewish eonnnunlty life, especially our system of education and 

religious practice. Before his departure he addressed a Jewish PTA 

meeting in New York. One of the i'athers asked him to say something 

about ~is impressions el;;i!a~~•••Nft5!H5'ililliillili .. He replied: 



I find that an American Jew will do anything to help his .!2!! become 

an educated, loyal Jew. He'll send him to Sunday School and even 

Hebrew School to make sure he becomes a loyal and educated Jew. 

When the son grows up, he in turn sends his son to Sunday School 

and even Hebrew School so that the boy might become a good Jew. 

But, will the time ever come when the father himself will want to 

be an educated, good Jew instead of leaving it all to ·the son? 

The trouble is, my friends, you can't leave Jewish educa

tion only to your son or daughter. We can't teach a child very 

much once he finds out that he is learning about holidays which are 

not observed at home, about the Bible which isn't ready by his 

parents, and is told to come to Temple from which the family stays 

away. Education is preparation for life and we can't successfully 

educate children in Judaism when it isn't being lived at home. 

I was shocked the other day to read about a 15 year old 

Jewish girl who was converted to another faith and when she was 

asked why she had forsaken her own religion, she answered in all 

earnest that she ~~va.~ kne.w~ that Jews had a religion. 

T'-A., ,.,,,"-f-- Hose Ah was right when he cried out: My people are de

stroyed for lack of knowledge! 

We must have knowledge to clear the way to our faith, 

but remember - you can't get it in a single injection and be done 

with. It's just like your backyard. If you do not regularly mow 

your lawn and pull out weeds and rake the leaves 1the moat beautiful 

lawn becomes a wilderness in a matter of weeks. That's just what 

happens to our minds - soon, we become cluttered up with all kinds 

of mental rubbish, false and foolish ideas grow up like weeds, 

:i,01;:st;i t I thoughts stray into our minds like fallen leaves, and 

inwardly we turn into a wilderness of confusion. The Jewish ideal 
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of study and contemplation is a proposition of perpetual care. 

We must regularly clean up our inner life, irrigate our souls with 

the J C waters of Torah and week after week landscape our minds 
J o...n~"-

with patterns of aooept :t,le ideals and ideas, n~i- w.\ '\ / w e Shd{( /1,t.Jee d h ero.._._ 
5fi r, i .. j ( to.I d,' re. Prfia ~~(rfle~ 1

11f//u.-- a. w~-teved at--Je-.. " .l5 <l]5 ,)iA{,.._)',••:f-rl- ;,._ -{;od~)'J -,-w,~,~:: : , .. , · · Clear the way! ·/.,ti•"'- (Is. s-s .i') 
1,£,~f"" 

Each our Temple will offer you the tools of Jewish knowledge 

and I cannot tell you how deeply I wish that you might come and 

keep clear the way for your spiritual life. 

And now Isaiah's second challenge: 

REMOVE THE STUMBLING BLOCK OUT OF THE WAY OF MY PEOPLE. 

A colleague of mine once wrote a letter addressed only to those 

members of his congregation whom he never saw at services, and 

asked them to give reasons why they had not been to Temple. Most 

of the replies revealed that there really was no reason ~fmal~JEIEIJ~r 

except lack of time. It may be that lack of 

time, being too busy professionally or socially, really is one of 

the major stumbling blocks in the way of religious habits. But I 

think all this rushing about, this absorption in endless activities, 

this business of never sitting still, is doing the most harm not 

to religion but to the person himself. How long can a man keep on 

eating, drinking, hurrying, and aging without stopping to think 

what this whole life is all about? 

Leo Tolstoi makes a telling point in his famous legend 

entitled HOW MUCH LAND DOES A MAN NEED? 

There was a peasant, not rich but having enough to live 

on. One day he visited a rich relative and came home with envy. 

Now, his few acres were not enough; he wanted more. So he took all 

his savings, put his son out as a laborer, sold a horse and also 

borrowed some money and finally succeeded in buying some more acres. 

He sowed the land and prospered and became a man of great wealth. 

·7 
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He thought he knew now how much land a man needs. But soon rumor 

reached him of the richest kind of soil in the land of the wander

ing Bashkirs which could be had for a song thousands of acres. 

The peasant was fascinated by what he heard. He sold everything 

and travelled many miles to the land of the Bashkirs. He was wel

comed and told he could have al J tbe J and be l'her{ff(- The price was 

1000 rubles a day --- all the land that a man could go round in a 

day was his for one thousand rubles, only --- he was warned --- if 

he did not come back before sunset to the place from which he 

started, the money was forfeited. 

But the peasant was delighted. He knew that with his 

strong legs he could cover a good deal of land in a day --- in fact, 

all the land a man needs. 

Early at dawn he arose, and with the Bashkirs watching 

him, he set out in a straight line. Soon he quickened his steps. 

It began to grow warm, but still he kept on in a straight line. 

There was always more of that black soil right in front. No, he 

could not forego that. So he continued. Now he began to feel 

weary and the sun was high in the heavens. He decided to turn 

sharply to the left --- and went a long, long distance, again in a 

straight line. He knew that he should be turning once again to the 

left --- but the soil was so rich. And so he walked on and on until 

he saw how far down the sun was in the west. Then he made another 

turn. Now he really had to hurry back to the starting point. He 

wanted to rest but dared not. He began to run and kept running, 

stumbling and staggering. His breath began to fail. His mouth was 

parched. His heart was pounding, yet he would not stop. He was 

getting nearer and nearer. Now, he could see the Bashkirs waiting 

and he got there just before the sun was setting --- then he collapsed 

and --- there he was -- dead. A Bashkir took a shovel, dug a grave 



-;i .. J b~(ie~ h: ....... 
seven feet long~ And this was all the man ~ eallLneeded. 

My friends, if a man is satisfie on wasting his 

life by getting more and more of the things which must mean less 

and less to him each passing year, if a man cannot see the futility 

and meaninglessness of tl~t 1(/ }1e3 race --- then he really doesn't 

need religion. But if you are interested in the higher purpose of 
a:.:. 

life, then, I say, religion and nothing but religion can give you 

an answer. 

The question is, will you pay the price? Will you clear 

the way and remove the stumbling block? Do you want to come near 

and seek the peace---- the peace that comes with faith and knowledge 

d 11 d i lif f) ---~h•t u.3;-f -lo o lov ! Yo ... k .. oa.J ; .. Jc.., ,·~-an rea ze purpose n e,.=:::-~.2'.!!!!.:.:-- _;;;.~ ~ ...;.....--:;;::1-::-'- ' 
-h·ad ;t: o... K1".t. .,So / 11 ... 0.,._ ,'_s r ~;;J ,,.-c/pJ d .S ,} 1.v,·.se ?Heh, ... 

1 
bu,-1- - ..-e ~ ... e.. 1,; of d -

l,e. c41ufc:I 1tca-. bee- -->M""'et... 1-.ri.seir ;r':JJ.e~ h.id . tiji,,. ~d-n~U:l iii.. ·u~e.. •f~ f ►e6t-
"Pro..-"t..._,,·t Y· IJl,e... .Solo,-•"- hJJ j "'-.5t- bee"'- CH;;J(f?cl .?.S "c!-1 cJ 

an angel - emerged from a cave and offered him all the world's 

wisdom bound in 9 volumes. But Solomon refused to buy because the 

price was too high. The angel returned to the cave and burned up 

3 volumes. Then he went back to the king with the remaining 6. 
/l:- -:-f cHto~,,,~ THe asked the price and was J t to hear: 
~ 

"The price is exactly 
t:, 

the same as f'or the nine books. n "Ridiculous!" -- said the king, 

and just then the angel burned up 3 more books. By this time King 

Solomon was afraid all the volumes would be destroyed and so he 

bought the remaining 3 books for the same amount that had been 

asked for all nine of them. 

This is how the Synagogue comes to young people and says: 

Here is the Bible, the wisdom of the Midrash and Talmud and the 

writings of wise men through the ages. Here is all the truth seen 

by our teachers in 4000 years of Jewish experience. You may have 
.1,d, 

all this knowledge if you will pay the price~ •-=•• the price 

a is prayer, meditation and study. "The price is too high," 

exclaims the youth. 
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So time burns up 20 years. Some of the youth have now 

become adults. Again the synagogue offers them her wisdom, but 

refuses to lower the price. But still some aren't ready to buy. 

Swiftly the fires of time burn up another 20 years and 

the synagogue goes back to the same people and says: It is high 
/J k..::J.-

time you ~~•••J-'iillla-.. =•~!l!q:;:a!;;:.;a!i@~· ■J■t•C••m?aiI111111•·•2m••i•l111115- my wisdom 

if you will pay the price. "And what is your price now?" they ask. 

EXACTLY THE SAME AS IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN, answers the synagogue. 

THE PRICE NEVER CHANGES. IT IS ALWAYS PRAYER, :MEDITATION, STUDY. 

By this time they are usually humbled by their failures and 

frightened by conditions in the world and realize the need of a 

higher wisdom and are ready to pay the price. 

But how different their lives and their world might have 

been if they had been willing to buy in their earlier years. And 

how urgent it is that we decide that we shall pay the price---

for there are no rewards in the religious life without the effort 

and without the discipline of prayer and study. 

May God grant that we might see one another often this 

year in this beautiful Temple of ours. Let us together clear the 

way and remove the 'stumbling block that keeps us far from the 

consolation of our faith. Shalom, Shalom - Peace, peace to you 
I 

all, and may those who are far comeJand be near. 
) ----- -=-- -- --
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'oc"f (O ,( "i'il 

-~,"3. 
This is t~e da, 'J ear friends, of reconciliation nd 

pe ce for our p ople . And sow era glad to find in the ftorah of 
this morning I s iah 1s ·reat messa e of peace: 

OLAR THE ,AY, RE OVE THE STU BLI G L CK OUi OF THE 

\ AY OF Y PEOPLE 

PEACE, PEAC TO HI 

I' 1 :.iAR . 

~ T IS FA O.,.,,F , A i · O HI .A 

e repeat these words now to all the son nd daughters of Israel: 

SHALO , .ALO - Peace, peace be unto cu, but especially to tho e 

who are far off, who have oved farther and farther awa from th 

synagogue and the practlc of our f 1th, the especiall), I rni ht 

say, are the object of or ooncor nd sollc1t tion tod y. And 

we want to consider no o we brine them b ck to us . 0 

we can clear tle ·a n r mov the stu blin blook out of the way 

of our people? hat has str nge so m ny of our people from our 

fal th? ~at has all nated the fr the h use cf God1 

Just a few day a go I read a out n incident which sug

gests one of tho reason wh so any J s are displ oed and u p

~ooted from the s nagogu . It happened during this ]ear ' s Rosh 

Hashonah services in a mall yn gcgue on the est Coast . The 

rabbi of that congr egati on devoted most of hi sermon in pr 1 e 

of a young J wish soldier ho had volunteered fr military servioe 

in Korea and who had returned, inus an arm , and was sitting in 

the a nagogue among the worshippers . 

After the rabbi closed hisser, on, congregants beg od 

that the oung GI be heard from. After a asty eonferonco, the 

modest .,ou.ngater as brought to the pulpit and spoke a few words . 

e began by sa3in --~C asn' t orth of t e honor done 1,1m -- -

th the had merel one his dut as a citizen and obeJe his 
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order. Then he stopped an after a long pause ca the following 

electrifying confession: "I am ashamed to stand before ou. I 

f el ashamed before these synagogue walls, before ou people who 

have been praying here, before the prayer book in my hand. For 

what kind of a Jew am I? I don't know word of Hebrew; I don't 

know anything about being Jewish or about the Je ish religion. 

I'm neither gentile nor Jew. Just nothing ••••• " 

an of us, though born in our faith, have become--• 

just nothing, neither gentile nor Jew. The llttle knowledge we 

picked up in our childhood has lon evaporated and if we are as 

honest as that Je ish ol ier ~e'll have to admit that what little 

religion we are left ·1th ia a half-dead thing, a re ombrance of 

things past, but not a vital, life-diroct_n• faith. 

From tie to ti~e ap ened in my former congregation 

in Buffalo that parents ould tell me with great pride how much 

their children were learning 1. vunday School. hat is always 

nice to hear, but l might tell you it ls oat istresslng when th 

compliment la part of some such confession a "You know, Rabbi, 

my little avid (a seven ear ol child) has learned so much about 

this holiday---- he knows a lot more a~out it than I." 

hen a second gra er in Sunday chool oan get ahead ot 

his parents in the knowledge of Judaism, then it dooan't prove the 

excellence or our Sunday Schcol but the ignorance of our adults. 

A highly le~rned educator and Rabbi from the old country 

reeentl visited America. Ha went from city to city to observe and 

study Jewish co:m.~unity life, espocially our system of education and 

religious pr ctice. efore hi~ oparturo he addressed Jewish PA 

meeting in ew York. One of tho fathers asked him to say something 

about ~is impre sicns of Je11ah education in America. He replied: 



I fin th t n A. er c 111 
, 

o n in t help h .. ~ b co 

n ducated, lo al Je • '11 sen .1 . to u a ohc•ol nd even 

ebre cool to ke ure h b oo 1es a lo l nd e UC te Jew . 

en t son 0 S up, he in turn end h!.:!. s n t un a C ol 

n ev n ebrew chool so thl\t th boy might b come a go d Je • 
ut, 111 the t1m ev r co • hen 111 an t 

be an due ted , goo Je ving it all to .. h n? 

e tr uble is, my friends, ou can't 1 ave Je,ish e uca-

ti n onl to ur on or ughter . 'e enn ' t teach a e 11d ver 

uch once he find out t at he ! learning bout holid s bich are 

not ob erved a ho , abou he lb e h1ch 1 n ' t b"' hia 

ar nt , an ii,) ol 0 co to pl 0 ic the r mil ~ sto. 

...., UC t1on is r-tion f r l Ct: n I t succe sfull 

d· oate ch l ren ,. n 1 1 .en 1 t -sn' 1 ved. nt hooe . 

I s oc th ot r t r out a 15 r ol 

Je 1 h 1rl ho conv rt to noth r it nd h n she 

ked h h h d for 

earn t th t he ha ot 

n .e c n r 11 1 n , 

own that J ha 

e n .ered in 11 

rel1 ion . 

o eh a r1 h wh n he cried out: 

tro d for 1 ck f n l e ! 

u th v knowledge to ale the 

· people are e-

to our faith , 

but re ber - you c 't et it in sin&l injection nd be done 

with. It's just like · our bac yar . If ou do not r gularli ow 

our l wn pull out we ds nd r k t e 1 aves t 0st b aut1ful 

lawn becomes a wild rnesa in a tter of oks. I~ at •s just rh t 

hap n to our ins - soon, beco. cluttere u \: it 11 1nds 

of nt 1 r bbl h, ~ ls n f ol1a. _dos 1ro u 14, eeds, ... .... 
~ s lik ... llen leaves, and unp o 

inw rdl e turn 1n o 11 rn f ccnfu..,ion . 



of st-:idy and contemplation is a :t-r>opositicn of pe1 .. pebu 1 c N) . 

e must re ularly clean up our inner life, irrigate our souls 1th 

the 11 vi ng 1, a ters of Torah and veck a.fter eek 1 n scapa our a 

with patterns of acceptable ideals and ideas . 

Clear the ay . 

·ach week our Temple ill offer you the tools of Jewish knowlad 

nd I can ot tell .,ou ho. de ply I wish that ou might come and 

keep cle r the way for your spiritual life. 

And no Is 1ah 1s second ch llenge: 

'JE '8 T :BL G LO"!..' 0 1 y P"'OPL 

A colleague of mine once rote a etter dressed o 1 to those 

members of is con regation hem he n0v r s at services , and 

asked them to 1 v reasons ·by t e., l d not been to Temple . fost 

of the replies reve led th t thor re 11 :vns no re on for tr,dir 

bsence from service., exce t lad: of ti e . It ma- be ta t ::;_ ck of 

time, beinc too busv .rofess1on ly o soc·all I really is one of 

th majcr stum.blin- blocks_ th ·a~ of re11giou babit • ~ut 

think all this rushl 8 about, thi absorption in endless activities, 

th!s business of never sitting still, is doing the nost harm not 

to religion but to the per n himself . Ho ong can a an keep on 

oa ing , drinking , hurr ing , and aging without stopping to think 

what this wl.ole life is all about? 

Leo Tolsto1 makes a telling poinu in his famous leg nd 

entitled HO\ UCB L D DvE~ 

There was a peasant, not rich but h vlng enough to live 

on . ·na a-;y he visited a rich relative an ca,e ome .ith envy o 

Now, ,is :few acres ero not enough; ho ·vantod more . uo he t ok 11 

bis savings, put hi son out as a laborer, s 1 a hors nd lso 

borrowed some money and finally succeeded in bu lng so e more acres . 

He owed t .. e land an prospered n beca e uan f' gr at: w nlth . 



- 5 -

He thought he knew now how much land a man needs. t soon rumor 

reached him of the richest kind of soil in the land of the ander-

ing ashkirs which could be hnd for song thou ands of cres . 

The peasant was fascinated b w at he heard .. Ee sold everything 

and travelled man miles to the land of tLe .nshkirs . He was wel

comed and told he could have all the lana he wanted. The price wa 

l 00 rubles a day -- - all the lsnd that a man could go round in a 

day as his for one thousand rubles, only he was warned --- if 

he did not come back befor e sunset to the place from which he 

started, the money was ~orfe1ted . 

But the pes ant was delig ted. e knew that with his 

strong legs he could cover a good deal of land in a day --- in fact . 

all the land a man needs . 

Early at dawn he arose, and with the as kirs watching 

him, he set out in strai ht lino. Scon he quickened his steps . 

It began to gro warm, but still he k pt on i fl strnig it line . 

There was alwa s more of th t black oil ri-,.ht 1n front . 1ro , he 

could not foreeo that. s he continued. No he bo an to feel 

weary and the sun .s hieh in the heavens . He decided to turn 

sh rply to the left --- and ent long, long aistance, Rgain in a 

etra1ght line. e knew that he should be turning once again to tho 

left --- but the soil was so rich . And so he walked on and on unt i l 

ha saw how far down the sun was in the wast . Then he made another 

turn. Now he really had to hurry bA.ck to the starting point . He 

wanted to rest but dared not. 1e began to run and kept running , 

stumbling and staggering . His breath began to fail . His mouth was 

perched. Hie heart as pounding, yet ha would not stop. He was 

getting nearer and nearer . Now , .e could soe the Bnshk!rs uai ting 

and he got there just before the sun was setting - - - then he collapsed 

and - -- there he wae -- dead . A aahldr took a shovel , dug n ~?·ave 
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weven feet long. And this •as all the lan the man really needed • 

.My friends, if a man 1s satisfied to go on wasting bis 

life by getting ~ore and .ore of tbe things which must mean less 

and less to him each pas ing year, if a man cannot see the futility 

and meaninglessness of this foolish reco --- then he reall dcesn't 

need religion. But 1~ you~ lntorested in the hic;her purpose of 

life, then, Isa;, r$l1gion and nothing but religion can ;ivo you 

an answer. 

The question is, will you paJ the price? 111 you clear 

t e wa and remove the stumbling block? Do -you want to come near 

and seek the peace the peace that oomee 1th faith and knowledge 

and realized purpose in life? 

Don't wait too long. It ls told about King Solomon that 

an angel once emer ed from a cave and offered him all the world's 

wisdom bound in 9 volumes. But i:>olomon refused to buy because the 

price was too hie;h. The an el returned to the cave and burned up 

3 volumes . Tb.en be went back tot o kin
0 

with the remaining 6. 
,, 

He asked the price ~nd was Slrprised to ear: "The rice is exactl 
--

the same as for the nine books." "Ridiculous!" -- sa.1d the king, 

and just tten the angel b rned up 3 more books. y this time ing 

Solomon was afraid. 11 the volumes ould be deatroyed and so he 

bought the remaining 3 books for the same amount that had been 

asked for all nine of them. 

This is how the Syn gogue come~ to young people and says : 

Hera is the Bible, the wisdom of tbe 1drash and Talmud and the 

writings cf wise nen through the ages. Here 1s all the truth seen 

bJ our teachers in 4000 years cf Jewish experience . You ma.y have 

all this kno,ledge if you will pa tho price. hat is the price? 

It 1s pra,er, meditation and stud . "The price is too high," 

excl im the youth . 
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o time bur a up 20 .i'ears . oom of the you~h have now 

beco ults. aln th yna ogue o Tor them her is om, but 

r fuses o lo er the pric • ut s ti 11 nom.a are!l' t ro y to buy. 

i.1w1ftly the f _ros cf tlmo urn up an .t •• er 20 ear an 

tte s n G ue oes back totes peoplo and sa It i b r) 

ti ou learned the me n1n of lire an 111 s 11 ·ou 1~ so 

if ou 111 pay th 

XAC LY .1 

ICE VER C 

rice. "An 

ITH 'AL·l

'G ~ • I I 

at 1 rour rice no?" tho 

BEE, ans ers the nagogu . 

L\ YS PR wR, . DITATI , 

this time the are usu lly h l db th ir f ilures an 

fright ned by conditions in the orld nd realize th ne d of 

hi er wisdom an are rea y to pa t e price . 

a k . 

ut ho 1ff r nt t lr live n h ir worl ight hav 

b on if the had be n illin to bu in their arlier ears . And 

how urgent it is the t decide th t _________ t e .:rice ----

er there are nor w rds int el ious 11fo ithout tho e££ort 

nd it cut the d ci lin of pr :er a~d stu J• 

a tiod r nt th t o Ill!.(;h e one n thor ftcn t._ ... 3 

ear in this be ut1-ul cf our • at u"" together ele r '-'••o 

a an remove th tumblin bloc· that .eep u far fro bo 

consolation our f 1th. halo , halom - Peace, peaco t ou 

all, nd ay those ·ho are r r come a be near . 


