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Ethics and Mysticism. This address originally
announced for March 14th was not delivered at
that time.

Friday ) Rabbi Haberman will speak on:
March 28 g THE SABBATH, ITS MEANING FOR MODERN MAN

) DBased on a remarkable book on this subject by
8 P.M. ) Dr. Abraham J. Heschel, Professor of Jewish

)

)

)
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lrrentoln,Sept 36,1952
1 Sabbath of Repentance =

f

"May this day summon our energies to the fulfillment

of the divine plan of our life" U.P. p.84
D810 el A h)war STATov befowes. R HASH. « Yorn KiPpur
ov R-H. e firmed our belief that 60) KAs A PIAN 1o Whick our LIVES FiT 1o,

N How far we have fallen short of the purpose for
which we were created...

thig is Shabbe Shuva --Sabbath of Return --
We have gone far astray, great distance,gap

.«betweenu‘w‘ we ave and. wlaf we o A 1o be .

TR TALADOK ©F AN

We were given) capacity for love, but people live
in fear of each other

We -- light of reason, but ...institute governments
of violence

sense of justice, but...are robbed of rights

ésgaeva”3_
JBut our greatest crime ie that we’have no sense

of personal guilt about these things.
We are brazenly self-righteous
We do not admit our share of responsibility

At Ye=zst former generations had fear of sén

but we moderns do not even recognize the
word sin any more

We have practically ... from our wvecabulary

When we gee people act wrong, wme say it's the

fault of their background ,lack of knowledge

Conditionin habit, newrotici
We blame evil on every posgidle cause oo
except the most important source of it

which is the will to do evil -- the s
in man. infulne SS



-
bwfg8in, we moderns say, doesn't exist.

It's just like the Buddhist priest with whom Lord
Macauly had so much trouble in India. He & scientis

investigated cause of a cholera epidemic.
Discovered bathing and drinking in the waters of
river Ganghes was responsible for death......
Tried to convince priest that Buddha's sacred
river carried the germs of death in its water.
Drop of water under a micrescope to show
him deadly germs. Priest looked, then

lifting his eyes from the instrument; he s&ad:
I CAY DESTROY THE DISEASE —---—AND SMASHED THE
MICROSCOPE ON THE MARBLE FLOOR.

That's exactly what we have:done with the religious
doctrine of sin. We pooh-poohed it.

We called it poppy-cock, and superstition
and by smashing the doctrine of sin, we thought

we had destoyed sin itself.

&Je,‘(rogs kadlliops ofu.s’

But it is here and within us 4 and we cannot

cleanse ourselves of it until we open up inwardly
in repentance and confession and let the poison flow
out of our hearts.

An archeologist called attention to 2 seas in

Palestine which are as different as dayhand-night.

One: fresh, fish, villages all around. Sea of Galilee
fed by river Jordan.

Other: farther south --also fed by Jordan,

Yo fish, no leaves no flowers,no song of birds
no laughter of children. Air hangs heavy over it

¥eithe r man nor beast can drink from it:;DEAD 8.

BO'“\ Seas ot s attr o 04l> A;{'{eve\\@ is Red S a Nnas
no putled All fe iu-ufuw-"(-‘k; e kdiw | That ;s
h‘t\«] }‘(}; (,Ja‘{{v;. e pPOisoved .
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is the ou-(—/e‘{*fcr ouv s/ns. It
Confession,is a religious and psychological
flecessity. We must bring our impurities

into our conscious mind and discharge them
or else they poison our very soul.

That is why prayers --which always have a
confescsional element are so wholegome for
our inner life ----

And that/ is also why Yom Kippu;, our great )

/
Day of/conzessi n fnd.ﬁtoqement is a/spjritua1
necessity for N S i)
YS s RIPPV L

Let us approach Omyf most sacred day, ready
for its cleansing, ready to confess and reped,

epent
trusting that our stepemest will be rewarded
with clean hands and a pure heart.



. Trenton,N.J. Rogh Hashonah Eve 1952
#God ig with you i "

Let me firet wieh you and all your dear onee everything that is good
in the New Year. N sl Y /" May you all be inseribed for life,
and strength c¥=yesr®, and may God give to mankind the blessing of
peace.,
Tonight we enter the year 5713, but more than that we
re-ehter into the fellowship of our people. Our bonds of
belonging are strengthened. We somehow feel closer to our family
and friends, to our congregation, to our Jewigh brothere everywhere.
We see ourselves in the shadowy firgures of our ancestors, and
our ancestors seem to live within us.
Why are we assembled tonight? What brings us together?
We are here to proclaim a great principle of faith, the most
important of our beliefs, without which there can be no Judaiem,
nor any other kind of religion. It ie our belief in the /vﬁ;w /PJ;
the King of the Universe. These 2 words are part of every
Jewish blessing; we say these words /bj;Djpé;many times during
the year, but tonight we should not only say but believe, truly
believe, that God is the King of the Universe, and that He actually
Tules and judges our lives.
Now, my friends, it has never been éaay to maintain that faith.
Our experience and the ways of the world are such as to make it
difficult, at times, to keep believing in an all-wise, just and
merciful God.
Most of us really want to believe. We wish we could say with
all our hearts, all's well with the world. God is with us! But

how can we, in this kind of world? How can we keep faith in such

a troubled world?
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I find thie whole problem =-and the solution == in a Bibliegal
passage in the Book of Judges, ch. 6:
And a vokée said to Gideon: "God is with you"

%nd G@ideon replied: "If God is with us, why then have all
i these calambties befallen usg? *

Yhen, God appeared to him and said: [:;@’,An\giﬁDD/ 10572455/9[“
*Go forth in all your might and save Israel from the

Midianites, for I have chosen ya "

It is not often that we have a record of the exact turning point
in the life of a great man. Gideom had actually broken with his
faith. He was getting away from it, and then something happened,
~ and instead of abandoning his religion, Gideon became its savior,
one of the greatest Judges and Defenders of Israel, the first
Jew in history to be offered the rogal crown.

Now, just what was it that changed Gideon's mind, so that

instead of becoming an atheist, he became one of the immortals of
Judaism?

What our text telles us is enough to qxplain not only Gideon's
return to religion, but the whole story of faith lost and found
again,

There are 3 distinct phases of devliopment in a person's
religious life =--- and the ason why some people lose their
religion is because they never achieved religious maturity to
begin with,

All of us get more or less the same start in our religious life.
In childhood it is the most natural thing to believe in God.
$h§133§ce that spoke to Gideon, saying "God is with youl" alse speaks
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to everyone of us in the early part of life.
the world is full of monder and magic. ZThe child sees God in the
image of his parent, guiding,feeding and loving the world, and

fulfilling almost his every wisgh, just like father and mother.
How easy and comforting it is for the little boy or girl to
pray: *Dear God, protect mother and father,sister,brother and
all those I love, and the kitty-cat too."
?he child simply cannot conceive of & world without someone
watching over it. It is an instinctive faith.

But as we grow older things begin to happen. We begin to
see evil, stark,naked,horrible evil. We see digease,suffering,
pain=--- and oh, so0 much of it seems needless,useless and undeserved,
We see death and tragedy andcan find no reason. ?hen the faith
of our childhood bresks and, like Gideon, we cry out: "If God is
with ue, why then have all these calamities befallen us? "

#ith this question we move right into the second phase of our
religious dewlopment, the phase of wresgtling with the angel of

religion in the long, long night of doubt.
I read the other day about a young refugee woman in Muncie, Ind.

who had 200 relatives in Europe before Hitler, Not a one was left,
Why did God permit the murder of these innocent onees?
A medical authority once told me that our public health
offices have on record 8000 different diseases and 500 different
causes of death. fhy did God create 1ife so full of pain%/& once knew an
0ld man, 4 pious old lou; who used to say that the main reason why he

/might
wanted to go to heaven was that he‘éet God off in a corner and ask

Him some questions.
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Most of us can't wait that long. We want an answer now.
1f God is with us, how then do we explain the tragic sdde
of life? Commnnk o Joudst, (?(eva(we,,

Some of our sages have offered some very impressive explanations.

They all add up to what we might call the bitter-pill-theory of

evils Our troubles are not without benefits. Many a curse is
a blessing in disguise. Miefortune, says a Jewish proverb,
improves man's character. ‘he olive does not give its precious

0il until it is crushed. Some people are like spices which must
be ground to dust before they'll give out their best fragrance.
Therefore, explained one of our saints, "never call anything evil;
merely say I am taking a bitter medicine which the Eternal Phyeician
is prescribing for my own good."

There is certainly a great deal of truth in thie argument.
It is supported by the biographieg of great men, Greatness is
rarely to be found at the end of a smooth road. Nearly alwaye a
great career regembles an obstacle coursee Demosthenes, greatest
orator of the ages, was born a stutterer. Samuel Johnson, was deaf, half-
blind and disfigured, and no doubt these handicaps spurred him on
to develop his superior mental gifts.

We may not like it that way, but we learn from experience that
what tastes worst in life, sometimes helps us most.
It's like the little boy who forced down the food he didn't care for,
yielding to his mother's argument that the vitamins were good for him.

Late that evening, he ended hi bed-time prayer: "QEE_EEiEEﬁ_EEEI_EQQA——
put the vitamins in pie and cake, instead of in cod-liver oll and spinach
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Unfortunately there are many bitter experiences in life
which we must swallow, and to make it worse, there seem to be
no vitamine in them; nothing but bitterness, and no wvisible
benefits Gideon, for example, could see no gain at all
in the tribulations of war that had befallen his people. There
was just plain suffering, hunger, death, and his heart cried out:
"If there is a God, why does He permit such things?"

Now the surprising point in Gideon's story is that his question
is never answered. gomething else happens to him, Instead of an

explanation of why there is evil, God sends Gideon the impulse to

act upon it. A woice says: "Go forth in all your might and
save Israel" Don't philosopﬁi';bout the evil in the world, but

do something about it. Go forth and fight it.

In the end, Gideon not only drives the Midianites out of the
fields and cities of Israel, but the tribes of Israel are reunited
and strengthened and the way is opened for an era of freedom and
prosperity.

8o it is in life. Troubles come. We never know why, but as we
go forth ?37§hem, and only after 1it's all over, we discover
that something was definitely gained.

A few months ago a colored man, Melvin Minter and his wife and
10 children got into a truck anddrove off from somewhere in Louisiana,
heading toward the West-coast where Melvin Minter had a new job
waiting for him, As they approached the little town of Fruita in
Colorado, a car nosed ouﬁﬂ: gide road. Braking to avoid a collision,
the Minter truck skidded and overturned. Their daughter Margaret

was killed, Mrs. Minter was seriously injured, and the other children

were badly cut and bruised.
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Word of this tragedy quickly spread among the people of Fruita.

A number of them rushed to the scene of the accident and brought the
Minters to a hospital. //A lady offered them anggécupied house sghe
owned: "Here's the key, use it as long as you wish,"” she said.
Other women brought furnishipgs and food to stock the house,
Mr.Minter was given a job. While his wife was recovering, women
took turns caring for the family. : A fudd was raised to repair

the truck,pay hospital bills and Margarets funeral, at which the
City Judge and P@lice “hief acted as pall bearers.

Then, suddenly lom;one remembered the town's Jim Crow ordinance.
The law specifically denied negroes the right of residence.
when(fi\!gg)passed, why? nobody knew.

*We just won't enforce it,"declared the Judge. ‘o make sure, the
mayor called a special meeting which voted to abolish the law for good.
Said Mr. Minter: "I'm staying in Fruita. I never had such treatment
in my life."

We'll never be able to account for the tragedy that came to the
Minters, we can't justify it, but this we do know: In going forth
to cope with the problems created by their tragedy, the peonle of
Fruita gained something. ghe power for good grew in their hearts.
The power of rg@ighteousness and of love was mightily stirred in

response to calamity.

ese flap glow(d tnale tes hisb(e
Tne—stgn-o£-natu;I_taihh_is_hnmility, realizfgg that we can't

——

have all the answers, and trustjiig that a higher wisdom governs in

me' Wbigs Ve cau wow sy with i[ gadits ’1""")'{&’7//";'[“/0{@ ,’;ﬂ
We may never be able to explain

the evils in the world, but we have been given power to surmount them.

S | / ‘ [
ﬂé‘mayywonder‘hbout the imperfections of life, buthwe have been
furnished the means of improving our human lot.

éome day,we shall know more. But meanwhile 1let us be assured that

in God's world no flesh dies in vain, no wound bleeds in vain,no eye weepg
in vain, but they that sow in tears, shall reap in joy.



- Trenton, N.J. . Rosh Hashonah 1953

The Sign of Good ’1@3;

I

This day is known in our religion as /CJZ;\JWUthe bi;t;day
of the world: Our deepest payer today'ié thgx the wérlé ;;y:{;uii ‘
be reborn in goodness and uprightness and that God may help us
create a new order out of old chaos. This year still belongs
into the period of Reconstruction that began 7 years ago at
the end of World War II. The terrible damage to the wealth
and morale of nations ha; not yet'b;éﬁ}tully repaired. Some if:h!;ﬁﬂ;f;'
people wonder if it will ever be finished. Will the shaky
.!*tncture of peace eber become strong and firm? when shall

we live again 1n safe and stable times? , ' lord-— Vo pve

/

noe S Vi
I find the answer to this question in a rarely mentioned

passage in the Bible. It happened in the reigh of King Jehoash

of Judea that the Temple in Jerusalem had suffered great damage.

The building was then already 150 years old. Its foundations

were sagging, cracks and wide open breaches showed up on the

sacred walls which had been raised up by King Solomon.

Now we read in II Kings, chapter 12 that King Jehoash was very anxious

to repair the damage. And so he appointed men to take over the work

of reconstruction. A gr;at sum of money was raised for this purpose

snd the years passed —---- and nothing happened. ¥he cracks and

the breaches remained, there was no progress, except for one

thing: all the money disappearedc— - (h., i, il Loxlon, Fuortp
Now King Jehoash did a wise thing. He dismissed the whole

crowd that had bungled the job, and appointed new leaders to take

oveT, The same preparations had to be made as before. Again

a large amount of money had to be raised. Once more masons, builders,

carpenters and other necessary labor had to be hired. Only this time
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the Pible proudly reports, the work of reconstruction succeeded----
and in the last sentence of our passage is the clue why the work
which had failed once, succeeded the second time;says the Pible:

All the money for this great work was turned over

to the men who had charge, but they mere not asked to

give an account of expenditures, Qo 197 .%g“”fﬁb 2

for they dealt faithfully.

I believe this story has a direct application to our own age
of reconstruction. We are engaged in a tremendous effort to repair
the foundations of peace and stability in our world. <*here are
dangerous cracks and wide open breaches which may bring down the
whole structure of our civilization. But whether we shall success~-
fully complete the job will depend not only on money and material,
and the whole iﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁiﬁie of political organization, but on the char-

acter of the peoprle. '"hen the people shall deal faithfully with one

another; when nations shall trust one another again, then we sghall
have peace. Peace will begin in the same place where war begins,
==-= in the heart and mind of man.

When people say the U,N, or some other world organization is
our only hope for peace, 1 say, they are wrongl
Political organization under any name is only a small part of it.
I am reminded of the story of the famous major Lawrence of Arabia
who once brought 6 important Arab chieftains to London on a state
visit as guests of the Empire. He showed them a wonderful time
and tried, of course, to impress them with British institutions
and the grandeur of the Empire. At the end of the visit the
Arabs were told to name the object they most wanted as a gift to
take home to Arabia. Each wanted something else, but one of them
said: There is just one thing I really want. In thehotel
there 's a hot water faucet. I think that's wonderful. 1'd like to



take that along and get hot water everywhere I am.

A political instrument, call it League of Nations, or U.N. orT
World Government, is no more than a faucet, a channel through which flows
whatever riges up from the depths of the human heart,

The U.,N. will give us either peaceful or poison water, according
to what's inside of people. That's why the emphasgis on
Rosh Hashonah is on nothing else but the restoration of faith, on
the need to teach people to deal faithfully with one another.
If you really want to help in the renewal and rebuilding of the
world, build within.

i =T

Now, what do we mean by the kind of faith which is involved in
n

dealing faithfully?

Phe first meaning of faith is, of course, faith in God.
But I mean faith of a deeply personal nature, If you think of
éod only as a vague generality or a figure of speech, you have
a theory but not religion.
Our rabbie preferred to call God /) /'7(, "the Presence" to
stress His reality. - But where can I find Him ? asks the doubter.

[ B | o J( P LGS v* ‘lLL/ /4/"» / Ay -v e o f/" ."~,<» & & hac/ ne: {iner ool =

AMEIRES the-§ﬁ;stion 1tse1f e peculiar. : pN;tu o

Said rabbi Levi, He who aske, "Where is God?" reminde us of the
experience a father once had with hieg little boy whom he was
carrying into town. “Len they came to the market, the boy still
riding on hie father's shoulders, saw something he liked. His father
got it for him. ?his happened again and again, Then the boy saw
a man coming the other way. Said the little boy to the man:

Tell me, have you by chance seen my father?
Thig greatly angered the father: You fool, you have been riding
on my back all along, and whatever you wanted I got'for you, and

now gou ask, Where ie my father?
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So is the skeptic. Yod keeps him in life and susteins him,OHthﬂ*»
o {be SpiviY oLa bt avd ingwir

- and

e agks, where ie God?
Don't look for God in the distance. He is near and He can be found

eppemimnesd in vital personal religious experience=--if you really

seek that kind of experience.

Put faith means also something else. It ie having a sense
of purpose in life. I doubt if there can be happiness without
that.

Our rabbie tell us that when the Temple of Jerusalem was being
built, King 8010moqﬁsed to go down to the Temple area every day to
check on the progress of the work. One day he noticed 3
masonsg doing exactly the same kind of work, but each doing it
some distance away from the other. Solomon walked up to the
first mason and asked, What are you doing? "I am working
for my livelihood) said the man with a rather glum expression.
Solomon walked on to the second mason. "What are you doing? /
he asked. "I am cutting this stone in half" gaid the man, and
there was neither joy nor bitterness in his face.

Solomon walked on to the third man, who was singing and working

and appd¥@ntly having a great time of it. "Wh at are you doing? "
asked the kinge. The man proudly raised himgelf up and said:

"T am building a Templel

0 LRI e e e

fhomdoesmnokmknow What a difference it makes to believe that
one's life is being fulfilled in a larger purpose!

People often speak of the loneliness, barrenness and emptiness
of 0ld age. Actually there is a greater tragedy earlier in life.

fhat is when, in our prime, we are overwhelmed by a sense of life's

emptiness and lack of meaning,

W e



01d people sometimes are forced to give up life-long interests
and purposeful activities, and that is a hard blow.

Byt it is worse in middle age or earlier in life to suddenly realize
that one ig without ideals, that there is nothing one particularly
cares about, without faith in anything.

A chemist once figured it out that purely as a.&ody of chemicals

—ond in s Lt of WSt vewmay be orfh o dime.
man represents a value of 6%¢A L Human iife is cheap and expendable
if @0 not seen in the service of a Higher Being with a larger
plan, It is our larger task and purpose, explains Moses
Maimonides, which the sound of the Shofar should remind us of.
Awake ye sleepers. Examine your way of life, and do not fritter
away your years in pursuit of trifles!

Perhaps the sweetest meaning of faith is hope in the possibilities
Eodimplanted in the human creature.

n African prbverb says: An ordinary fool can count how
many apples there are on each tree, but all of our sgdom wisdom
cannot predict how many trees are in each apple.

Could anyone have predicted millions of years ago that in the
dark and primitive mind of the cave-dweller, at the very dawn of time,
there already lay imbedded all the wonderful achievements of man
that were to come? all theinventions and discoveries, the harnessing
of power, the magic of music,poetry,philosophy, and science?

In the mind of that primitive cave-dweller there mmmm was already
contained as in a seed, all the flowering civilizations of the future.
Had he reasoned by what he could then see, as he stood outside his cave
clutching his stick, he would have been justified in a total and

compdete pessimiem about the future of mankind.
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It should be a 1little easier for us to have faith in our
destiny, ‘ooking back on the great strides made by our species.
A plan 8t too marvellous for us to understand is being worked
out in the long march of centuries. Despite everything that has

happened, our own time is not without great achievement and still

greater promise. Yozens of new nations have awakened into
freedom. Whole continents are riging out of shame, illiteracy
andmisery.

Arnold Toynbee, regarded by many as the greatest living historiean,
was recently asked to give his judgement about the 20th century.
He said: My own guess is that our age will be remembered chiefly
neither for its horrifying crimes, nor for 1its astonishing inventions,
but for ite having been the first age in which people dared to make
the ideal of welfare fordll a practical objective instead of a mere

utopian dream.
mankind

The only way the welfare and peace of all/will some day

become a reality, is for us to preserve the dream, and the hope and

the faith.
Let us then greet the New Year, trusting in God, and His plan

e i —

and the man He created.

gome dsy the human Tsce will be one family, thep shall dmad

have welfare and peace for they shall deal faithfully with each
iRl e eTen  Semaeaiu. e

other.,

———
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 foc Upne @he Inner Sanctum

This is an extraordinary holiday[ig our faitgl (;Ef Jews enter
into it with high expectations. We want this day to make a great
big difference in the way we feel about ourselves and about life.

I hope you will get the religious experience you want and
be spared the kind of disappointment of which my grandmother, may
her soul rest in peace, once told me. I asked her about her
earliest childhood memory. Bhe answered: When I was a little
girl, my father went on a long trip and when he returned, I ran
up to him and hugged him, and asked: What did you bring me?

But my dear father had forgotten. So he let go of me and said:
"Nothing this time." When Yom Kippur is over, our soult
will be like a little child asking us: "what did you bring me?"

I hope none will have to say: "Nothing this time."

I hope that you will immerse yourslef in this great religious

day from beginning to end and return with some gift, with something
gained as a result of this day's experience.

Now this qszéf Yom Kippur is an exception among our holidaysi
On all other holi;ais, the giftes we receive are obvious.

Rogh Hashonah restorees us in hope. Pesach puts the emphasis on
freedom. Succos reminds us of the harvest for which we owe thanks.
Moreover all those holidays bring us the pleasure that goes

with symbols, ceremonial and special foods. Byt it ig different

on Yom Kippur. ihere are no ceremonial attractions. There are

no colorful symbols. Fthere is no food.
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Neverthelees this day has the greatest hold on the Jew. Why
has ¥om Kippur, out of all holidays, become the most important one?
What gift does it bring us?

The experience we are to receive on Yom Kippur ie the most
important in religion: it is the experience of sacredness itself.
?his is the one time when we expect to come face to face with the
Highest, with the Purest, with the Holy One Who is of Eternity.

In Biblical days only the High-priest was considered worthy
to have such an experience. He alone -- and only on Yom Kippur --
was permitted to enter into the Holy of Holies, the inner sanctum of
the Temple of Jersalem. there,in that dark, square room he
was to feel the very presence of God.

Now the functions of the Highpriest have been taken over

by the whole household of Israel. We have no intermediaries

rrilaa (e S€ns live..

any more. £11 of us are supposed'féWME;ter into the most
secret recesses o our soul, our own inner sanctum, and experience
at least once during the year that which is most sacred.

I believe that thies supreme spiritual experience in life can
best come to us is we follow the 3 things the Highpriest used to

do on this day.
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To begin with, the Highpriest took off the luxurious and
dazzling robes of his exalted office, all the ornaments of gold
and purple and scarlet, all theglittering jewels and

covered himself with a plain,white garment --- the garment

of humil;ty. ‘w cha Dur toval coveve £0 white ](UJ e Sdue Ve€assw. —To expres;

{he mo0d of huwality ™ ohick celehrafe s sacved davy -
How seldom do we see ourselves in our plainness, unadorned by

social position and possessions.

Here we are, each of us a tiny human being in an endless
world wherein we are but a momentary incident.
We think of ourselves as creators and doers. It tickles our pride
to count off what we have achieved: the houses we built, the
goods we manufactured, the cases we won, the cures we prescribed,
the money we made. Mut what does it all matter?

There is a famous painting by Rembrandt, showing King Saul,
the melancholy king, wiping his tears with the fold of a luxurious
curtain. Thie painting shows the human weakness amidst material
strength. When we get to the top and become a success and have
all we want, w7éiscover how little there is to it all.
What good is all this grandeur when our spirit is darkened.
Remember the 0ld radio setse? Every few minutes the pretty music
would be interrupted by whistling signale. Life is the pretty
music epoiled again and again by the truthful voice that U‘ispers
vanity of vanities: "Naked I come out of my mother's womb, and
naked shall I return....the grass withereth and the flower fadeth...
dust returns unto dust." Can all our diversions and amusements
make us forget that our existence is a mere shadow for which

we mmmfind no reason, no explanation, no purpose?




-

Rabbi Aaron of Karlin,who lived about Roo years ago, was
once asked what he learned from his teacher the great Maggid,
the wisest Jew of hieg time. Angwered Rabbi Aaron: "Nothing at all®

When they urged him tq explain what he meant by that, he added:

"I learned that I am nothing at all."® ‘he meaning of humsn
life is not in what we are, nor in the things we make,

but in the God who made us.

Humility prepares the way for faith. #nd so the Highpriest
dressed in hie simple garment which expressed humility, was rezdy
to seek God in the inner sanctum.

I have often wondered what went on in the mind of the Highpriest
ag he stood all alcone in that mysterious place, empty except for the
small ark with the tablets of the 10 commandments inside.

Did he feel something he had not felt bvefore? Did he see
gsomething he had not seen before? We can be sure of one
thing. He knew as well as we know that God was everywhere and
not just in that little room. Why then did he go in with
such ceremohy and solemphaty?

It was a symbolic way of expressing hie active search for God.
It is for us human beings to seek God even though we cannot see Him.
We must make the first move and approach Him and only if we seek and
gearch and try to come near Him in thought, in imagination, in
prayers of the heart and of the 1lip, shall we some day penetrate
into the énner secret of religion and know God as a certainty,
as the © | 5@ the real Presence that carries us.

At least my personal feeling about God is the presence that
carries me. 17 years ago when I was a high-school senior,

1 would have ridiculed such words. But I have found out that
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living without faith is like being thrown into a stream of water
withouf knowing how to swim. You thrash around like mad in
order to stay up in the warer --- and the more you exert yourself,
the more you feel like drowning. The real swimmer rests on the
tide and it carries him. the person of faith knows that worrying,
thrashing around and fighting like mad is useless---- real faith is
the ability to trust in the carrying powers of God, for He is the
element that carries you.

Now it is a fact in human nature that whenever we experience
something that's perfect, we r,ight away think of our own imperfections.
We read a beautifil letter and remember how poor we are in the
art of letter writing. We hear the voice of Qaruso and
immediately recall that we can't carry a tune.

Now, it is an invariable fact of thereligious experience that when
you have caught a vision of God in His perfection, you can't help
but think of your own short-comings.

There is an o0ld prager called the ;) 5 Hi=f. It was the very
first prayer with which Jews approached God on KolNidre night.

It goes somewhat like this:

0 Lord, you have mede me, but what did I make of myself?
You have given me eyes to behold thy wondes , but I have looked for

temptation. You have given me ears to hear Thy commandments,
but I have defiled them with idle chatter; you have given me
a tongue to espeak truth, but I have abused it for falsehood.
You have given me brain to seek the good, but I have abused 1t
Thet 4 Mmano{rva pedy she-lurms fs powesr (44 peod o \

to ek evil. Similarly, the Highpriest, when he entered “the
Holy of Holies and contemplated Yod's greatness and His gifts to us,

he instantly thought of man's sinfulness and could say no more than:

I have sinned, and my peonle have sinned.
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And eo, just because we feel closest to God on this day, we
make our longest confession of sing ---it is long enough even in
the abbreviated version of the Baform Prayerbook which has omitted
some substantial sins. the M:L/VCCTr:QA K(;fg y%
ie the most characteristic prayer of Yom Kippur. I am tempted to
say that those sins mentimed there are as‘;:éé:today as when
the;?;T;ét reduced to writing. I read the other day of a
typographical error which appeared in the social column of a

certain paper which reported that a gentleman was taking a

cruise accompenied by hig wife and 4 gins.

It seems mankind is cruising through history accompanied by
the same flock of sins. I wouldn't remove any sin now listed,
but I would add a new one, and I believe a most substantial one:

I would call it "the sine which we have sinned against

Thee, 0 God, by starvinéi%ﬁ;tgéu‘s."
Never have we had so many Jewieh organizatione keeping us busy with
thig or that, and at the same time never have Jews felt so empty inside.
The intelligent faith, theinspired confidence, the calm and wisdom
and sense of mission is no longer typical of the Jew. You hardly
dare mention a.Biblical figure outside of Abraham,Isaac and Jacob
for fear of talking over the heads of a Jewish audience. I believe
we Jews of the 20th century have somehow managed to save the Jewigh |
body and lose the Jewish soul.

In his picture of 2Dorian Gray, Oscar Wilde tells of a young
man, whom a great artist painted in the full splendor of his youth.

Wihen the man beheld the finkdhed master piece, he burst into tears,

"How sad it is," he cried, "that I must grow old. My face shall become

wrinkled,my eves dim and colorlesse, but this picture shall remainc. .=
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always young. Oh, if it were only the other way! If the
picture could change and I could remain always what I am now."
Hies wieh was granted. Throughout the succeeding years his
picture ---his dream world that is, --- changed with the changes
that came over him, while his physical self remained the same.
Through various stages of degradation and shame, through sin
and vice, he remained the same, young and radiant, but his
picture --- the mirror of his soul --- took on all the ugliness
and distortions which were his. At last the horror of the picture
--= the mirror of his ugly inside drove him to madness and to
self-destruction.

Phyeicelly, wé are still a rather vigorous people of over

12 million, but the spiritual image of Israel has shrivliked and

| overigl
withered. Our soul is distorted. Self-doubt and fear dwell in

our hearts.
Oh let us repair the damage we have suffered internally.

Let us save our souls from disfruction. Let us return to the
purifying, cleansing and soulrestoring fountain of holiness.
Let us place ourselves at the mercy of the King at this night
of mercy. Let us not plead merit nor contend withL%ﬁgﬁses but
let us return to Him Who shall renew our days as of old, saying

We are *hy people, Thou art our King

We are Thy children, Thou art our Father

We are Thy flock, Thou art our Shepherd

We are Thy vinya®d, Thou art our Keeper

We are Thy beloved, Thou art our Friend.
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We shall read this after n, aboit one of the most fascinating characters /(7 ‘
in the,-Bible, the prophet Jonah. The book of Jonah’\ traditionally read

It /s sewt
in the aft=rnoon of Yom Kippur:/{ells us how Sumeels the prophetAon a

mission to Nineveh, but Jonah, in typical human fashion, does what he wants,

pet—what—he—cught—to—d0, and so he takes & ship in the opposite direction,

& ship bound for Tarshish. But Jonah cannot really escape the divine

qr‘£d"-\

commandment. Astorm breaks out uper—the—sea, the ship is tossed Zm ‘2
s

#» mighty gales and about to be swallowed up. The captain calls togstiss
k.t gow

the frightened crew./lﬁere is Jonah? There is no t ime to look for him,

-r

The ship appears to be sinking. The captdin hurriee down mm below deck
to inspect the bottom ofthe ship =--- andbehold —there lies Jonah QuaEEg ~ —
thewseprage—w=—and fast asleep. This sls the situation in which the
captain gets hold of immmemises Jonah, skl 2nd shoutﬂ,:

v,)& J7e /c)/7 /Jllj ﬁ?y ff‘ N

WHAT MEAFEST THOU THAT THOU SLEEPEST? ARISE CALL UPON THY GOD !
-JGL\ | vib

And ss Jonah swakems, bherpthmemmembiboms he finds the crew of sailors,who

and
had followed the captein, etanding about himuepmen asking e



.Jﬂ;:' DRV

’ i3, A /’/:/V/

WHAT I8 THINE OCCUPATION

WHENCE COMEST THOU ' e
WHAT IS THY COUNTRY 3 ?(f D/:_/
AND OF WHAT PEOPLE ART THOU 32‘,:,:6 2T ;)QN el

J - (l\ l'g
2 a ; ’ | T
énd Jonah, now fully aweke, answere all these questions with 2 words y/c e

I AM A JEW.

3 I N N R

The prophet Jonah is more than a higtorical personelity --- he is a symbol.
gﬂ'
In his features we can recognize ourselves. We too go about sstisfying

our own pemspommd urges and desires. We pay little attention to

taske other than i ERNIREEesesEsEly our personal interest.

And so we go our own way, and fall into ‘ggfeleep of inddfference toward
;hose highe;w§ for which m t;;:w gsent into the world.
But soon troubles rise like the waves of the ocean. We are caught in a
raging storm of war and calamity to remind us of the way we should have
chosen. Digaster after disjsaster bresks lcose, telling us that we

cannot escape God's commandment --- yet we are asleep.
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Then, Yom Kip 511 of soul-searching bmm amuss like the captain

in the story_ sm® rouses us from our spiritual slumber. 4And all kinde of

J

questione come to our minds:

r_occupation?)

come?
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Whence do you core ? How would you anewer this question? Would you say

you come from Trenton, or Nemm¥om Philadelphia, or New York? Would you
say you come from the old country? or can you see frther back?
Would you say your ancestors dwelt in all oounffies of the world

Spain, and
but espeoiauy infBabylonia /Palestine; Sgyoh

EOTPT . Before we 't te ANRRODLE W
388 slavesin Egypt -== and before we came to Egypt, we were a mmeede yiwder:.
tribe in the -deserts—of—thenear—Eactdvab . o. Vesreo T




il
Amdrnownopenryoaryibienfnddenyounremenbenmenatxtrexfibiextedisxusnabnnh
sommambgin And before that, we lived in sm—endlese—chain-ef generationg aﬂgwa]
going back to the beginning of time; "hence domemsomem you come from?

The “ible answers it on the first page: lameomerndmam Our origin was

2 thought and a command in God's creative mind. AndGod seid: Let us

make man in our image.

I think it is well for us to reaember dmwmhemtuomoiivofmbhesentimes
when we are beset by all kinds of problems, when we aremthinkingmod
mhhermememihatxaraxexnptingnandnkhe hear the noise of war and the crashing of
empires that after all, these aeahes and pains,mim-mhmult, and
turmoilswill pass away in the ebb and flow of the ages and all that shall

remain will be He who gave ue the breath of life, wime ha first and sl
the 1last.

Doj/you want mhe peage of mind mindgi ? /fYOu mon't/jfind fit in

s,

.'"“':" .",‘,4./; G hahid el 1 f an* ar’ eyo rl 1

your 1lgbo¥ ever go |sdoceustyl. | Buf yod willfind the peage
gerpfiity /s s lifle's meme \joly andhagpiness y
C€ye on the “oufce whence il came.

-

I believe Bertram Russel once said:
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A child lives in minutes

% men 1lives in yeare

-

A nhistorian lives in epochs

Put a gatnoza liVes in e ternity
Jews

Religious masalways live in eternity. U-edv—u. Jo a.h~ Co——a 'L.

<2.e Onilny AR -
T  psalmisT .

0 Lord “fhou has been our dwelling place in all generations,

——

Before the mountaine were brought forth or ever thou hadst formed

the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting....

And now ask: What is your country?

RPaminmazfixiie

%
doa—row, Edmond Fleg, a patriotic Frenchman amdmesmmote some tirme ago
wrote a deeply personal book, entitled: Why I am a Jew. HEhernbookmmas
mnipkemm In it he says: "At times when I go through a museum and stand

» —————————
before the pictures, statues,coins andjewels gathered from all places and
all timee, now claseified, numbered and Eveleé&, I dream that some one

of my ancestors may have seen,touched and admired some of these things

in the very place, mn%%%ﬁsvtime when they were made"
"hat ie your country? Part of the Jew is in every country, and every country
i part of the Jew. jiﬁgbﬁ
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ﬁndyet I venture to say that though we Jews have loved and served many a land,
;e have not felt completely at ease anywhere. The country we love most dearly
and long to be in, 1is a country yet to be, a country of the future’
--- it is that distant time and place when the mecsianic dream of righteousness
and peace will be fulfilled and men shall recognize that they are brethren.

It might be said of the Jews what has been‘z'té of Alexander the
Great. "hen he gave away all his treasures and distributed them to the captains
of the army before the invasion of Asia, someone said to Alexander: 8ir,
mheannds what do you keep for yourself? He answered: HOPE,

The one thing we Jews have always kept is HOPE. "hat is your

country? We are citizens inth e 1land of future dreams and hope#;

And now the most personal and decieive question of them all:

WHAT IS YOUR OCCUPATION? "hat is your job, your purpose in life?



——

There can be no doubt about it that most peovle today are leading & meaning-
less existence, and that it is this lack of realized purpose which is the
caise of:E?:content and world-weariness.
Are we here on earth only to eat, drirnk, grow strong, then weak,
then 0ld and die? Is it life's purpose to get more and more of the things
which mean less and pless sammme as we gﬂ?older?
withdrew from all his wealth and worldy treasures and illustrated
Leo Tolstol sammbhmangh thisvvanityodf . vanities, this striving after
wind, in one of his famous legends, entitled HOW MUCH LAND DOES A MAN NEED?
Theee was a russian muzhik, a peasant, who was not rich but had enough to live
on. One day he visited a rich relative and returned with envie. -His few
acres were no longer enough. He wanted more. S5 he took his savings.of a few
hundred rubles, sold a horse, put‘'his son out as a laborer end with borrowing
the rest , he succeeded in buying some more acres. He sowed land and
progspered. He thought he knew now how much land a man needs.
But soon the rumor spread that people were moving to new places,
down the'Y%lga, where there was rich fertile soil fweeM\ for the asking.
‘he peasant reasoned: "Why remain here? I can sell my house 2and land, and
buy many more acres down in the V¥olga region and together with the free land

bi n
I shall get there, I can have a mnnmggstate « And so he did.He settled in the

new place and again he grosgeredg Now he knew how much land a2 man needs. |
£ a larzer scale.™ i



: : /i’ e Pou
| : /
- I cannot forget tpé penetrap{ng remarkd «oae:!zfﬁi;ﬁﬂzt’eateemed “hristian

| agemsl2 year olds
; friend4 once mgﬂ% to me. fShe happens to be a brilli

teacher/in

a private scpégl. She oaid' "Jewish children arengf only more alert but, more

restless tgén OthSrBy ¥uey seem to be driven #11 the time from oneBlace

to the otﬁér. Fromischool to the piano legBon, to dancing instpdction, to

amhmanmﬂnumammnny a drama rehearsal, t-/scouts and to ampanf with friends.
I wonqﬁr how often thee children mg ‘enjoy just a quietsevening at home.

1 wonder mom if their parents taj & time out to spend few hours with them,

listenlng t6 mueic or playingshess or just sitti and reading. &
‘these childrenmmm mhhmhhnmnmﬂummmp eveér go out just with the parent:
I wOnder 1j/ﬁﬁnm ewenmpray, Aogethon c N a few quiet hours the

%" &

“and peace of the opén sky."
: also
I think ¢-'lht not only our ghildren, but we adyits hoay need

e and meditatidng/ for our selv

, 0 O ! " »\ = 7 H V—m : Juet R TS R R T
""":l‘ il 44 i? ’,
Sy A : 4

lake side and seceking ag a family the beaut

is it getting usf

R - 2 ~ C‘"-\—-a, A &_/
» ret~gdag—-to keep on eating drinking hurrying aging &,

i o Wishaud e stopphis Jengcaseuyt 4o thisk what thig whsle Life is
Lin:u b OF CONEpve
all about‘mmmmmaMnnammJ if we &refipiee-going to 0 s elig,

abaut the aims and purposes of our life =-- naturally we aren

) 't going to
have much Treligion.




Lord of all pots and pane andtins, I have noftime to be

A saint by doing lovely things, by watching late with Thee
Or praying, in the dawnlight, or storming Heaven's gates.
Mske me 3Eaint by getting meals and washing up the plates.

Warm all the kitchen with Thy love, and fill it with Thy peace,
Forgive me all my worrying and make all grumbling cease.

Accept this service that I do =- I do it unto %hee.
this girl’ who may still be carrying on her unglamorous work, found the only
e pavd
way to dignify drudgery: ’hﬁbelf ag an instrument in God's hands

and offeréill up’nur woTk as a service to Him/

Bagically, this is the light we can get from the story of Jonah the

L]

provhet. 88 main point ofuthutngtory is that life is a mission, an

: him
ageignment, a task given us by God ---- and woe to tiemmam who forgets
it. He must drown in the ocean of boredom and meaninglessness.
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You know, my friends, we can sometimes learn a great deal of wisdom from

a very commony simple person.Awds,It was a plain English sewmant gir1-~ksim+oifa

who discovered for herself that what matters in life is not that you do

T
-

great things, but that you do --- Bowever little --- for a great purpose.

¥he put her discovery in these prayerful words:
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This then is our definition of Judaim:
WE € ol f,-.iu. {,-1 eve . pas T -
ﬁhence dowe come? Af’rom God the giver and receiver of life
e live judia distanl ve) wotad it as it ought to bve
What is our country? Nob e “world mideh 1s but mhemmoridrwhichnoagnttomnin

Ve a
What is our occupation? Ta—%&ua_aﬁa:labnx.mm the employment of God

Recently Professor Braden of Northwestern University asked 2000 peresons
what expected to get out of Relipis_

in a2 carefully prepared questionnaire, nhu they attended redigioms d
ceeavaatg. 10ne most common repl‘& wasu 1hey expected oi»ﬂpllgion to

'
ool

GIVE MEANING TO LIFE.
O A J@lhh\
This ie what Judaism will do for you. Come " to=Fempde in the
I: hg»igvt‘ {hof
weeks and months bmefimmeres ahead becauseayou need the Temple, besewse you

” need faith, you need prayer, you need mnmnmgemmunisnomithnyennsehfmandnmikin §
yomrm to be more with yourself and with Sod --- tmmmmdem to escape from
. oy 25 A
futility and meaninglessness --- and may you find here:ghe gummonsg to

s ; v 8
life's true purpose!
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- fhis is the day, my friends, when we see the greatest /- &2¢Q27

concentration of the forces of Judaism in the entire year. 7ﬁL“;Z:~,>
The massing together of our people in such impressive numbers is
reminiscent of the time when King Ben Hadad of the Arameans
gathered all his host to make war against Samaria. Ben Hadad
and 32 kings of the East marched at the head of a tremendous army
with innumerable horses and chariots. Standing outeide the gates
of the city of Samaria, Ben Hadad despatched a messenger with
the demand for immediate surrender: The victory is ours;
now open up, and turn over everything you have.

The message was congidered by the king of Samaria and his

elders and finally this reply was agreed upon: Let not him

that puts on his armour bozst as he that takes it off.

In other words, the time to boast is not at the start but at
the end of the struggle.

Soon enough the enormous army of the Arameans disintegrated,
scattered all over and was soundly defeated.

I can see ourselves in the Arameans. We too are gathered as
a tremendous force dressed in the shining armour of religion.

We are all get to conquer the citadel of evil. DBut beware of boasting.
Tomorrow millions of our faith will be scattered, back to normagdy,
back to indifference, back to forgetfulness.

This is the tragic weakness of @bganized religbn. A tremendous
High Holiday assembly with proud visions and then the scattering
and the hoped for wvictory turns to defeat.

I believe a rather timely question for us to consider is how

. @and how
organized religion can win its victory? When/will the

Al v«a‘cs\f) Ind
power and the glory and\tﬂe victory really go to the cause of religion?
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Take our own faith, for example, what has really kept it
alive in critical times?

We are so used to poiqgﬁt}the pure religious teachings and
high moral tone of our faith, that we entirely forget a still more
important factor v Judaismcischerectodaynnot only because there is
g0 much truth in it, but because zealous and devoted men and
women put their heart into it.

This is brought out in innumerable incidents like the story
of brave Elieger. He was one of the leading scribes and a man
of venerable age and appearance who lived at the time when the
Maccabees were battling against the ®yrians. fThe éyrians, as you
know, were trying to s tamp out the Jewish faith., Eleazar was brought
before a crowd and commanded to eat pork, or be killed.
The 01d man, right away and on his own accord ,went up to the torture

o

wheel. Now, i$ so hapvened that the §yr1an officer personally

knew and greatly esteemed Eleazar and wished to save his life.

So he took him aside and privately urged him to eat any kind of

meat to be secretely fetched from his own household and merely

;&t_e_r_x_d that he was obeying the order to eat pork. But Eléazar

rejected this scheme although technically he would have broken

no commandment. Says the 2nd book of Maccabees: Eleazar would

not pretend and so he chose death. W§s it relly just a piece

of pork for which Eleazar laid down his life? I read on, and then

I came to the passage which reveals what Eleazar really died for:
g8aid the old man before he was put to death: It is not fitting

for a man of my age to lead our young peovnle to suppose that

Eleazar when S0 years old has gone over to hethenism. By giving

up my life now, I will prove myself worthy of my years and leave

to the young a noble example.




1.32219 example, an example of loyalty, of being personally
committed, of taking your religion so seriously that everyipart
and portion of it becomes precious =----that is the thing that
gives power to religion. Eleazar was especially concerned
about the impression his example would make upon the young
in whose hands lies the future of our faith.

What kind of example dong_set to our young people today?
Oh, we are great ones in boasting. We keep saying to our
children : W@ should be proud to be Jews. We are the people
who gave the world its Bible and the lo commandments.

Can there be a finer religion than the one described by our
prophet lsaiah in today's Haftorah --- a religion tobreak the
fetters of wickedness, to let the oppressed go free, to deal
bread to the hungry, to treat the poor as our brother, to clothe
the naked and build the foundation of peace for many generations.
We say to our young people, 1sn:t that a great statement.

Let's be proud of n%m religion that wante to teach mankind to do

these things. ——— ]But what happens then? "here are these proud
parents during the year? I&at kind of example is that of claiming

gt T o am 3t 19

boastfully our heritage this one __day and than fgrgg;}gg_;3w§§§‘dggs

——————— A

of the yeaf?”wﬂ What right does any Jew have to boast of membership

sk a wa s

in a faith which he deserts and neglects and forgets about the greater
part of‘éﬁé&gg;? He isut in — he is ot !

Byt some will say: I can be a good Jew without going to Temple.
I practice my religion in my home and in my heart.

You would imagine that peopnle using this excuse for their
absence the year round are really models of learning and saintliness;
that their homes are miniature sanctuaries, that they are so occupied

with their private devotions to wisdom and ethics and philosphy



that they cannot possiblg spare the few hours a week they are
expected to give to our Torah.

But what are the facts?
They are busy, but not necessarily with the company of great minds
and great books, but they are really busy, busy with entertainment
geared to the mind of the 12 year old, with party-going and abuddant
diversions which more than satiate the stomach but do not fill
the void and emptiness within.

@h they are bored, so bored with prayer,with ceremony, with
gervices, with religion ---- I find that they who are bored @mm
with their faith are bored with everything else in life.
They suffer from the chronic boredom which is the symptom of an
empty life, an undedicated life, a physical existence which
migses ite goal, and for which they pay the penalty which—is Tg
tedious,dreary boredom. ;

f gentleman once visited an art gallery not because he wanted
to but because a friend asked him to come along. He was having
a terrible time. The classical master pieces made no impression
on him and he could hardly wait to get out. Einally, he walked out
the door and as he left he said contemptuously to the man in charge:
I DO NOT CARE FOR THESE PAIVTINGS. gir, was the reply,
It is our visitors and not our paintings that are on trial.

The disinterested, absentee congregaht, no matter how well-
intentioned he may be, passes his own verdict. :)A;QR) /3 Q,/?QQ/) J;;

Do not separate thyself from the congregation is one of the
goundest Jewish principles. fThat kind of separation is as fatal

mt'{;'b

to the religious life of the individual as it is‘ o the synagogue itself.



It is a matter of common sense thaigivery type of battle has its
peculiar weapons. You cannot fight a naval battle with horses,
nor win control over theair with tanks. ?he battle of religion
calls for spiritual weapons----prayer, study, visionary enthusiasm,
the glow of fellowship ---- If we do not Dbecome experts in

these w
egpons,gflfaith We have na, pewer and no influence. ‘h.mmﬂﬁﬂ;)ﬁ

e ANETD e Y oar
A big treasury and a big building are strictly seconda;;lh
we need l‘)h{qwtv Ind WOMin- PIwey — awd we Em
1f I were to choose the noblest Jew in er oan Hietory, I would choose

a man who was a trader and butcher and came over to America about 300 yrs ago.
Agger Lovy van Swellem --- A Dutch Jew settled in New “msterdam.

rau {?gmfi chgg,stand guard. Refused to pay a substitute fee.kfhatﬁ;$}v
*~nderfu1 example fdi‘gtf'*‘Bﬁggéhfy ie not to pay fees to the Synagogue o
and let others defend it and stand guard over it. That ie not honorable.

THE SYNACOGUE IS NOT A PLACE TO SUPPORT BUT TO OCCUPY. It is not anothe r

charity, but a battlestation ---- our watch-tower, our strategic height
the place we need for vision.....

The fable tells us of an Indian chieftain who once commanded
his three sons to climb a certain mountain, a steep and difficult
mountain and to bring back some object as a token of the highest
point whkich they reached in their climb. Explained the
father that leadershin of the tribe would go to the son who
returned with whatever object could be found on the highest level
of the mountain. ?owards sandawn, the 3 returned. One had
climbed half-way up the dangerous slope and brought back a cluster
of rare flowers, growing on that level.

The second had gone farther and reached two-thirde up the mountain
side, and brought back some rare stones which he had discovered there.
'The third, bravest of them all, had climbed to the very top, but
he had found nothing there to bring back with him. The peak of
the mountain was above the timperline so that nothing grew theee
and it was one solid rock frog:ﬁt could not break off any portion.
#And what did you bring back, " acked the father.
Father, said this young man excitedly, 1 have brought back

nothing. But from the heights I reached I caught sight of the

gea! 1 caught sight of the geal
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No achievement ie greater than the achievement of vision.
whi, wo ot else sees /T
To gee a hope that can be realizedp--~ that's what we need to 1ift
us up these days. We Jews have stayed in the forefront of
civilization because we faithfully climbed the mountain of the Lord, we =5¢/,
i“““ffﬁﬂ“?‘nd from that height, time and time again, we caught sight of tremendous

possibilities.

Speaw

R ALL YEAR

let ws pledpe Lo eqdy odhew
Let us make it our sacred h itAto ascend together into the

mountain of the Lord and to etand in His holy place --- the place-
S5 did 0w '(;-ll-u-s

whence we can see,the time when they shall not hurt nor destroy,

but the  earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the

waters cover the sea,
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o "THE PAIN Has T STORE™V

It was a wise woman, the B1ble says, a woman of Tekoa, who

pointed out to King David that the moments of life "are spilled
6n the ground like water which cannot be gathered up again.”
We all know that to be so. We know only too well that we cannot

recapture a single moment of our life, --and yet we are mystified by our
powers of remembrance. Not in reality but in remembrance we can skip
over the years and decades’ an3 eee "ever so clearly beloved faces and

hear familiar voices, facese that have vanished and voices that have
been silenced long ago.

Is it all in our mind? Is all that remains ofmfife

s

aAthought,-acshtdoa, a picture in someone else's mind?
Though we keep repeating that all life must end and that our

bR
daye are limited, and keep saying all flesh is grass and all
therest
the goodlinessﬂis as the flower of the field, we still wonder,
at

we still question m isthe end to end it 8l1l? /s dhutb (wand 2

We have had many a dream. How did we know that it was only |

a dream? Only byawakcngu Could not life also be just a dream

and deathé;hi_ﬂyia%itng-eeleep,_hu£>anawakening to greater reality,

and a more perfect consciousness?

Yoes anyone know the exact point at which life begins?
Birth is not the beginning of our life --- birth is merely a stage
at which what is already alive emerges into our kind of existence.

O spra
OyT real hng§4:taab ..~ precedes birth and conception and we
pack to

may surely trace ourselves not only # parents and grand-parents

but all the way back through the chain of generations, back dfito

AHimate |
the SEEEFLe- begiining of all things. u;) man really

< 0vipii~ how conld | eueub& to
knows the:\% of his existencej - noW . wbemt

his real end. .

Take a piece of paper and watch it burn. B1lowly it wilts in
the flame and turns to ashes. Our eye tells us that the paper is

gone, but the elements which constitutedpaper have not disapoeared.
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They have changed, they have been transformed, partly into ashes

5‘”‘0 S S .
and partly into invisible form. 4And fhe chemist tells us that

there was no loss at all, ohly transformation.
the elements of life ---
May we not also say that death does not devour/bhifiemmanmtemminabe
hhammibnhmmme that there is no termination but merely transformation? )

— “stold—
mwAparabledof two prothers who lived

in the city behind great stone walls and never had seen field nor

medow. :ﬁut one day they decided to pay a visit to the country.
As they went walking along the road, they saw a farmer at his
plowing. They watched him and were puzzled.

What on earth is he doing_zggﬁ_for'?— they wondered.
"He turns up the earth and leaves deep furrows in it. "hy should

spoil ound

anyone M&Jcovered with nice green grass,
and dig it up?"

Later they watched the farmer sowing grains of wheat along the

C’“ﬁ“eﬁn -=-they exclaimed. "He takes

furrows. "That man must be
good wheat and throws it into the dirt."

I don't like the country! -said theﬁ%¥g§her in disgust. Only queer
people live here. So he retumned to the city.

'Kidﬂ%¥3ther who remained in the country saw a change take place

several weeks later. The plowed field began to sprout tender

green shoots, even more beautiful than before.
d b0t
This discovery excited him very much. 8o he wrote to hi nb other
ack
in the city to comékat once and see for himself the wonderful change.
His brother came and was delighted with what he saw. As time

both

passed gatched the sproutings grow into golden heads of wheat.
hought the
Now they bothfunderstood the purpose of the farmer's work.
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Bt as soon as ;
the wheat had ripe“%%e farmer
\IOM
Yegan to cut it down. At this the 1m€étient
brother ezdlaimed:

"Phe farmer is out of his mind! How hard he worked all these

S
months to produce this lovely wheat, and now with his own hends

fed wv
he is cutting it down! I'm with this idiot. I'm

going back to the city !"

The older brother, being patient, held his peace and remained in the

2 while Jonger,
co'untryA He watched the farmer gather the wheat into his granary,

He saw him skillfully separate the gratn from the chaff. He wase
filled with wonder when he found that the farmer had harvested a

hundred-fold of the seed that he had sowed. Only then did he
Feason dwd purpose

undersgtand the logiqﬂin everything the farmer had done.

We mortals see only one single phase of God's worg, S— —

T S¢e
&nd we seg)we cannot understand. Why should we be cut down b

in the midst of our years? But God who sows the seed of 1life

knows how to reap His harvest. The event in which we see only
2d. 92} h: peer plen
e

loss, may be another step nearer to !Foidih n 20 God.

This earthly life is only a small portion of a long and winding
road. We do not know what lies behind the next turn. We cannot see
that far. But we may gathemmsomekinbhmgm get an idea about the length
of man's journey by considering the extraordinary equipment which
we carry around with us. Man, someone sabdw-ghsedy said, is

over-endowed.

Everyuhere olge-in-natune Jhe endowment of the lower animale
%JS )'!/D‘kd JJ

. me
is judss sufficient to enable them to meet ,their environment.
The equipment of the fish meets the conditions of the watery element.
The squirrel has been given no more and no less than is nmedmimom needed

for 1ife upon the tree tops.

KTvml:v.y,de.v(k T A S uf’r-'—'-f- lfs Gpivion s lossbliss,

y




Vg‘ri ‘27‘6
P

-4-

But man is endowed with far more than heT:;d' for 1life upon
the earth. He has been given baggage for a much longer journey,
80 to speak:
Our capacity for love beyond the separation of death;
our inborn discontent with earthly existence; our dreams of
perfection that can never be realized in this life; our
unquenchable hope, our insistent"ionging for eternity,
our capacity for_faith thisgs unseen --- these gifts are
50, Man A M k8 Ky o ot i Thn- e WMWW:MJW
our over-endowmentﬁcﬁ And just as a world of vision corresponds to uﬁ-
the eye, and a world of sound corresponds to the ear, shall {n“{.
we not say, with good logic and faith, that our strange longing
for permanence must correspond to an environment that is permanent,
and that our ability to conceive of eternity must correspond to
a reality which is eternal?
Human reason and logic can ask the questions but cannot give us
all the answers. In the final analysis we shall willingly allow
faith to lead us. Those sf=ms who believe that with wisdom, God ‘

created the world will also trust that in wisdom He gives life

]
and ordains death.

Fot bg our light bt in_Th 'hy 1light do we see 11 h%.‘ ’: BY LI Sy 1y
¢ 3

fhe widdows on high are opened unto us, opened unto the eye of faith.

O God/

H Veckr Heg, s3:d " Fockatf o celhim | hawe froen Asrif

Is 2%.15
Thou hast placedman upon the earth, bestowed upon him & mind to

seek truth, a heart to perceive love and beauty, and Thou wilt not
crush it all forever. Our life is more than a watch in the night,
more than yesterday when it is past.....In ‘hy presence we shall

find fulness of joy, and in Thy right hand bliss forever more.
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Death is not a cut-off,but another phase of life and inseparable

from it To the living, death is a wound,
its name is grief,

Its companion is loneliness,

Whenever it comes, whatever its guise,
Even when there are no tears

Death is a wound,

But death belongs to life ===

As night belongs to day

As darkness belongs to light

As shadow belongs to substance,....

As the fallen leaf to the tree

Death belongs to life.‘(Ub &M%MMLAW‘{{Q/’”’&/@

A mysteriously suggestive line may be found in the 36th psalm:

In Thy light we shal] see light

What does it mean?
For each phase of existence we have different means of perception,
In this material world, our physical senses are appropriate to the
objects to be perceived,
In a different kind of existence, we shall be given different means
of perception, God will give us the light we need:

In Thy 1light we shall see light,
Death is not the end of all percepntion but thelgegiﬁning of a new
kind of wvision, The renowned I§dian philosopher noet
Rabindranath Tagore put it this way:

Death is not extinguishing the light,

It is putting out the lamp because the dawn has come, Amen,
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This Sabbath - R.Chodesh Elul

t month T osh Haghonah — Vevy fis( in Yo stresw—
Last month before Rosh Hasghon j_“;%vfdk{b" bod:oy of o

Preparations:!- Attend service Day of J”i?““é&~
2. More fervor in prayer and study
"Do not make prayer &
mechanical routine!

.. FRTAR T BRI TATION QF B8 31981414 »

%4
A
QEEZE;) women pace about cemetery with spool of cotton
Semd o --teke cotton to candle maker for wicks of candles
e

to be donated to synagogue. "LIGHT FROM DEAD PAST"

High Holidays are a heritage of the past --- light a flame of
religious fervor in our heerte

World-wide religious awakening among Jews 1is now beginning:

ELUL PREPARATIONS are still observed with some modifications
Return to synagogue -- time for unaffiliated to join

Greater readiness to pray from heart
Intensification of Jew.education ---Rel.School open

Vigit cemeteries to commune with souls of departed
and for their sake are prompted to deede of ckarit;

Daily recitation of psalm 37: neglected but should be restored.

Mot 1y rp-\lar as Ps 1D



