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Comments and Opinions

By TRUDE WEISS-ROSMARIN

INSCRIBE US IN THE BOOK OF LIFE!

TO MODERN sophisticates lacking sensitive under-
‘ standing the prayer, “Inscribe us in the Book of
Life,” bespeaks primitive superstition. But those attuned
to the tenor and the mood of Judaism know that, when
we intone this time-hallowed petition on the most solemn
days of our calendar, we harbor no thoughts of an actual
book or of a Ruler of the Universe taking the part of a
bookkeeper-accountant. They know that we mortals must
perforce speak in the language of our human limitation.

The quest for life is man’s most agonizing desire, for
the dark realm of death is stark and terrible. On the
animal level life is its own raison d’étre. The law is “‘Life
for Life’s sake.” Animals have but their instinct to help
them in the fight for life. But man, who ate of the fruit
of the Tree of Knowledge, has discriminating intelligence
as well and so, since his first timid gropings on this earth,
he has applied his mind to the pursuit and to the secur-
ing of life.

Archaeology has uncovered the fascinating and har-
rowingly tragic record of man’s pursuit of life throughout
the aeons of his pilgrimage from cave-dwellings to sky-
scrapers. Black magic and weird superstitions, callous
brutality and horrendous selfishness, despairing fear and
searing anxiety speak to us from the ancient graves
opened by the spade of modern research. These graves,
the primitive caves in the rocks as well as the imposing
Pyramid sepulchres to the building of which the Egyp-
tian kings devoted the bulk of the resources of their
country, tell the identical story: man’s fear of death, his
lust for life, and his determination to cling to life even
when life casts him away.

It has been correctly stated that no man can imagine
that he will be dead some day... Indeed, we know as we
look into the fresh grave of one whom we have accom-
panied to his final resting place that, some day, others
will gaze into our grave. We know that we must die; we
know that we shall die—but we refuse to believe it. The
reality of death is so stark and frightening that we hide
ourselves from it by seeking refuge in the illusion of
Life Eternal. All men and all cultures have taken this
road of escape—but they have paved it in a variety of
fashions. All men feel the compulsion of running away
from death, of pretending that death is an illusion and
not real; that life is indestructible and permanent, al-
though its forms may vary; that the moment and the

September, 1954

hour are part of an eternity which is irrevocably pledged
to each and every one who knows the moment as moment
and the hour as hour...

It is in this fashion that men deluded themselves into
believing that death can be cheated; that life—individual
life and existence—can be salvaged and prolonged in-
definitely. This illusion made primitive men bury their
dead with all the implements they used in life, not ex-
cepting food and drink. This illusion caused the highly
cultured Egyptians to live for death, as it were, by de-
voting their best efforts to preparing graves equipped
with all the amenities for comfortable living. Only the
other day we beheld a glimpse of the extent to which this
illusion led the ancient Egyptians when one of King
Cheop’s funerary boats was discovered.

Together with all who are born of woman Jews want
LIFE. The pages of the Hebrew Bible give eloquent
testimony of the ancient Hebrews’ love of life and of their
cagerness to cheat death of its prey. But the Hebrew Bible
also gives testimony that, unlike their neighbors in the
Ancient Orient, the Children of Israel had not become
deluded into believing that LIFE was synonymous with
personal existence—with individual, personal continuity
—and thus they did not fall under the sway of the illusion
that personal existence can be prolonged indefinitely.

The ancient Hebrews accepted personal death. They
were able to do so because they came to consider death
not as the end of life but as the organic, natural and
logical ingredient of life. Once, however, death is seen
as part of life, and not only as the end of life, it loses
much of its sting. It becomes a link in the chain of life
and subservient to it, so that it can be accepted as a form-
and-process of life and therefore acquiesced in. This
does not mean that the ancient Hebrew died readily and
gladly. Moses’ touching prayer for a bit more of life,
when his hour of death had come, proves how reluc-
tantly Jews take leave of the Land of the Living. Al-
though, in a mood of depression, some ancient Hebrew
philosophers might sigh that a man’s day of death is
better than the day of his birth, the conviction which
guided and suffused Jewish life, from Biblical days to
the present, is that a living dog is better off than a
dead lion.

The ancient Hebrews and the generations upon gen-
erations who followed them had to come to grips with
death—as all men must. They did it by proclaiming the
unlimited sway of life. They did not pretend that death—

3



physical, individual death—is not real; they did not pre-
tend that death—physical, individual death—can be avoid-
ed. They faced death, in all its grim starkness—and saw
LIFE. It remained for Newton and modern science to
prove that in a closed universe, like ours, there is no
loss of energy. No particle of life is ever wholly lost.
There is but change and transformation, but no extinc-
tion. All that is will always be, although matter and its
forms may, and will, change. Life is absolute and all-
inclusive; it is sovereign and supreme, holding sway over
everything in existence for all eternity. For the scientist,
therefore, death has only subjective meaning but no
objective reality, for death—in a closed universe—is but
a form of life.

The ancient Hebrews had no instruments with which
to measure energy, in its various forms, and thus to see
that it remains constant. They knew nothing of science,
but they intuitively knew that only life is real—and so
they conceived of death as a form of life—an inevitable
phase of life, which must be accepted. And accept it they
did, in all its tragic, irrevocable finality. They harbored
no illusions about individual death. They knew that
death is the end—the absolute end of personal existence,
but of personal existence only, not of LIFE. They knew,
as Hezekiah's prayer so forcefully expressed it:

The nether—world cannot praise Thee,

Death cannot celebrate Thee;

They that go down into the pit cannot hope
for Thy truth.

The living, the living—he shall praise Thee.

They were convinced, with the Psalmist, that

The dead praise not the Lord,
Neither any that go down into silence.

For, they asked mockingly, likewise with the Psalmist:

Wilt Thou work wonders for the dead?

Or shall the shades arise and give Thee thanks?

Shall Thy mercy be declared in the grave?

Or Thy faithfulness in destruction?

Shall Thy wonders be known in the dark?

And Thy righteousness in the land of
forgetfulness?

Therefore Ecclesiastes counselled: “Whatsoever thy hand
attaineth to do by thy strength, that do; for there is no
work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in the
grave whither thou goest.”

Although, in post-Biblical days, Jewish teachers pro-
jected eschatologies in which other-worldly reward and
punishment, as well as the revival of the dead, played an
important part, the Biblical assumption that this life is
all the individual has accompanies these eschatologies as
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a basic melody. Judaism through the ages has known
life for what it is and death for what it is not. This is
why Jews gave life its due. They did not futilely pretend
that death is not real, providing their dead with the
amenities of life in their graves. In contradistinction to
their neighbors, the Israelites of the Biblical era buried
their dead without pomp. They consigned them to the
corruption which is the lot of all mortals. On the other
hand, however, the ancient Hebrews did not accept that
death is the end of all the living associations of the one
snatched away by the grim reaper. They felt very certain,
and this certainty speaks eloquently from the pages of
the Hebrew Bible, that life is stronger than death and,
therefore, cannot be totally annihilated by it. Indeed,
man dies and is buried, but what he wrought on this
earth lives on. He is not just carried away without leav-
ing a trace. “He is gathered unto his people” and he
leaves behind sons and daughters who continue “to
build” (the Hebrew words ben—son and bat—daughter
are derived from a root signifying “to build”) the gen-
erations.

While the ancient Egyptians attempted to mask death
with the pretension of the continuity of physical life
after the heart has stopped beating, the ancient Hebrews
and those who are descended of them boldly denied the
very existence and reality and validity of death. They
refused, as it were, to recognize death as such, to wit, the
traditional Jewish designation of the cemetery as beth
ha-hayyim—the House of Life. In keeping with the same
trend, the Jewish mourning ritual emphasizes life and
guides the bereaved to concentrate on life. Thus the
Kaddish is no prayer of grief and sorrow. It makes no
mention of death. Instead. it hallows God the Ruler
Supreme of life.

Life has been the perennial fascination of the Jew—
life on this earth, here and now, the good life which one
can taste and feel with one’s senses, and in the course of
which one can fulfill the Commandments. Authentic Jew-
ish teachers never resorted to chastening and frightening
their flock with the horrors of Hell, nor did they attempt
to lead them on the paths of righteousness with the pro-
mise of Paradise. “The reward of a good deed is the good
deed; the punishment of sin is sin,” the Sages taught.
Indeed, the Prophets threatened with doom and de-
struction if backsliding Judah and Israel would not mend
their ways. But the doom was national disaster and the
destruction was the realistic cataclysm of war, defeat at
the hands of a stronger enemy and exile.

The natural wonder of Jewish survival is woven of
many strands. Not the least important of these is the
affirmation of life, which is fundamental in Judaism.
Indeed, life for the Jew of yesterday was more often
than not a dog’s life, but this only strengthened his

The Jewish Spectator
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WE LIVE IN DEEDS NOT IN TIME
Parable of the Rose

The man sweeping the synagogue paused for a moment. He looked gt the flowers
lying about in disorder. "What waste!" he said to himself. These roses had adorned
the pulpit at a wedding the hour before. Now it was all over for them and they were
waiting to be discarded.

Leaning on his sweeper, the attendant was lost in thought, when suddenly he
heard a strange sound. One of the roses talked back to him!

YDo you call this a waste?" the flower protested. "What is life anyhow? To
live is but to serve. My mission was to create some fragrance and beauty. When I

~have fulfilled my mission, then my life has not been-wasted. And what greater
privilege then to adorn a bride's way to her beloved?

"Roses," continued the rose, "are like people., They live in deeds, not in
time. My glory was but for a brief hour. But you should have seen the sparkle in

The bride's eye. I like to believe that I had something to do with it by cresting

a suitable setting for the moment of her supreme hesppiness. So don't grieve for
me. My life has been worthwhile!"

Having spoken her little piece, the rose resumed her silence. A little wiser,
the attendant pressed on the sweeper and continued with his work. -- Rebbi Ben Zion
Bokser, reprinted from Bulletin, Mount Zion Congregation, Sioux Falls, South Dekote
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Canrot give you fullload of detailed information on Jewish high holidays

but sketch leading ideas running through them and symbols & customs

expressing them. 8ome customs very ancient --Shofar 3000 years (nomads)
others very recent -- Greeting Cards --100 years

Supreme theme of High Holidays is BIVINE GUIDANCE AND HUMAN FREEDOM
It's a big question just how much of life is fate, destiny

and hom much of it we can shape ourselves.

I'm sure you have wondered : Does God really know what is going on?
If so, why doesn't He do something?
Uoes He take sides in current struggle?

Will He interfere with A? H~ and Cobalt bomb before we
blow each other to bits?

I don't think any human brain could really fully gresp the innumerable
waye available to God of directing and guiding human affairs,
but this summer I had an overwhelming sensation of the guidance
of God.

Rome ---80loseum - or, what's left of it
one of ancient marvels of architecture

seating some 60.000 spectators

built by slave-labor, mostly captured Judeans
--my ancestors —— who waged a tragic battle for

freedom againg the almighty Roman emptte
Arch of Titus -- highly successful emperor who

destpoyed Jerusalem, Temple ---insgside the Ark

I took picture ofvivid scenes cut into stone of

Titus triumph, grim faces of Judean nobles

and priests carrying the Temple treasures looted

by Romans --- surrounding Roman legionaires

and chariot of emperor



Suddenly, it came to me: Here I stood, a descendent of
those humiliated bv the might of 'ome --- and where
wasg all the glory of the greatest empire ever ruled by man?
Ell that's left of the glories of Rome are the ruins

and memoriesg surrounding this Arch of Titus

And as though to emphasize that material power of ‘‘ome would
always be broken in the end by the spiritual message that

igsued from Jerusalem, the Pope, Bighop of fome,

when celebrating pontifical mass, always faces in the
direction of Jerusalem ——-
here it seemed to me was an illustration how Yod's

judgment works itself out in hie tory
Greeting Cards : Hebrew says: MAY YOU BE INSCRIBED IN BOOK OF LIFE

Idea: God presides over heavenly vourt
2 columns; deeds recorded, judgement entered
Big book --mitmma double entry system so to speak

Of course picture is only imaginative, and figurative or symbolic

1. No human deed gets lost -- whatever you do leaves

a mark for better or for worse

2. There is divine judgement in terms of reward and punishm.
Not unreasonable if you acssume that whatever you do
has consequences --- Believe God so ordered world
that good deeds haie good consequences
evil deeds have evil consequences which
we exeprience as peward or as punishment

3. Even when we have sinned we are not doomed
we are not helplesgs --—- the deed is recorded,

but the judgement is delayed, the 2nd column stay ©

blank for a while to give us a chance to balance
our record .___in other words to make correction
by repentance and restitution of wrong we committe g
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call of Shofar --ancient intrument rousin% us to battle == now to
to repentance and struggle agairst sin.

' MMMV VY VM H Y Y ¥ MY MV MM Once we have acknowledged Yod as Judge,

realizing that time is short, we now lose no time

to try correct our record in life.

We profoundly believe that correction is possible
A man may change --but before he changes his conduct, he
must change his mind and heart ---

10 DAYS OF
PENITENCE 10 days of grace, we believe, are sufficient for man to

re—~examine his record and to nullify what evil he

committed. 5 | e visit graves to be recalled to
ideals of our forebears

YOM XIPPUR Become aware of evil we have done, we now fervently

ask forgiveness
Man must forgive his fellow if he expects God to forgive him
Recongciliation --- (Court may compel the unforgiving
Fast-- sign we deserve punsihment
All day prayers ——no time for food -—-spiritual nourishment
But trust in mercy =---- Nonsense of God of OT harsh & unmerciful
"HIGH AS THE HEAVEN IS ABOVE THE EARTH
SOG" REAT IS8 HIS MERCY TOWARD THEM THAT REVERE HIM

High holidayes end with long blast of Shofar: Liberation of slaves

Liveration from slavery ofein

Summarizing: 1. Man|s every day deed is of extreme significance
2. God matmmmibyp is Judge and guides ue by rewards & punsihm

3. God wants to be merciful and will forgive

provided we turn scale in our favor
by repentance and correction

4. When there will be freedom from sin, there will be
physical and political freedom also for all mankino

—
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Psalm 45.1 includes a pecullar Dhrase- "Jy tongue is pen of a ready writern

¥ llow me t hare with you aj , interpretation of this

: L e fd.
sentence which EreTe e engtaeoeoTewrEres——weeh 2 special message for
this Sabbath of Repentance or Return.

Our text makes the point that a person can be compared to a pen of a ready
writer. Actually the writing instﬁgment that fite the description of
readiness best of all is not a pen (deperdent on ink) but a pencil

which if in proper condition 1is most suitable for readiness --and

for this reason is the preferred writing instruments of stenograohers
The interpretation I want to share with you is based on the -suggestion

~J—enge—resd—pemewhere that the cualities of a good pencil symboligze
.+  the oualities of a good person. (Show one !)

(1 ) Value of pencil depends not on outside but on the quality of

the inside. 1Is the lead hard ? or brittle ?

Is there enough softness to respond to a gentle touch mfimhmmém ?
mineamitnemite iwithnan smadgef mmar

So 1t is with peorle. Yo matter what we see on the outside, it

oligth
ie the inside of people that counts. ﬁgmgmiunﬁ gtood head
and shoulder above the people. He Wad an impressive physique.

David was comparatively small and weak looking. Yet he proved
to be the stronger and the better man because of those inward
qualit ies of courage and self-eacrifice.

Shabbat Shuva : Time of return, a recall to our inner selves.

ip to now most of us have sgpent too much time and attention on
external improvements in our careers, in our finances in our
social position, it's time to mmmmmm pay a ttention to l4e
kind of characterwe are inside. .
7% Tme fo Examine whethter we have enough M and strength to resist

evilsg and temptations

N
And enough sofitness to respond ¥
by the needs of our f ellowman.

Some of the
(2) Outside must be sacrificed before pencil can be of use ---

You must even chip away some of the lead so that it won't write with

a smudge but in clear sharp lines.

If pencil could feel all the cutting it would hurt, but the
cutting gives pencil a fine point.

80 in life, many of our trials, many of our losses,
many of our pains make our character stand out more sharoly
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67) g dingel Mt

_2_

Mmavk i« /CLan/J _

leave
and enable us to magn a clearer and more definite mmomesshmmm

v
-

At this time of Cheshbon Hanephes --accounting of our life --

let us not rashly reject the diecinline of cur trials b=t Faller

@8 come to believe with newnees of faith that as a father
chastizes a son out of love,so0 God ¥ chastizes man

to produce the refine%pnt/of soul and character --the chiopping
and cutting away ose=seme=gf—the—eadernai—d-im - for the sake

of developing @Wé innee hﬁ, dud “-provJ Righ cvorve, 8~ d hibf‘* [wess
'F' whafever wan¥fs {O/ﬂ.ﬂ’, ws .

(3) Pencils fitted out with erasers

Theés Sabbath of Repentance and this whole season of
Penitence is a season when we should become aware of the means
of vorrection which are available to us.

"hether by word of mouth or b deeda, we can erase mlstakes,
T vl — o~ T ot <. de lre] Con Ketiovi o

S we can make good the wrongs we have committed, we can give and

obtain forviveneea both from man and Goq,if only we

CES S W 6§ o — - - — - — L e ——

earnestly try ﬁerase e

e : i o d Coprec & ‘(hMS,
fra~:?9€$$#ﬂ—$ ad ot s Gﬂ( Pt /7’£c_‘

:ded
Finally pencil does not write by itself but is by the writer's
hand ---- so man tco is guided in life by the hand of God.

ffrman OQur supreme duty is to be a fit instrument with which Sod

can write the endlessstory of life into the Book of Life.

AVHL,

Has o A S TAKE | memmZﬁ‘””“’ X k. 2usya- I & m&OFFi‘M)M&c&»?//

In Samuel 168.7, it says- man 1ooketh at the outwar aopearance but

eul
n%’ Qa»."

the Lord looketh on the heart. ""l""‘ Y Pipie >

11] Let us -t this season shift our a
@ !see in ageept our trials not senseless cutting away
; but the means of inmer refinement

M m(za\&..t Bmﬂﬂ;fimhmm;‘; a-— Lv&vf NM{({

ife

er to our inneraA

- a2 Above all let us make use of the meang of correction,

the power given us to erase evil and rewr
story of our 1life in love & in righteongneég?
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REVEMBER THE DAYS CONSIDEA THE YCALS o) -y (450

We are greeting our new year of 5715 with thanksgiving
in our hearts that we have been preserved in life; we are grateful
for the companionship of our loved ones who are near us now,
and we pray that God may graciously keep under His winge those
dear ones whéréggzggiggwin our midst on this festive night.
411 mankind has reason to Be grateful on this threshold of a new
year. For the firet timé in 15 years there ié?ﬁ%jor war going
on anywhere in the world.

For us Jews this year also has special significance.

It is a year of great and impo

m—

/ The words of Moses apply with special force tonight:

REMEMBER THE DAYS OF OLD,CONSIDER THE YEARS OF MANY GENERATIONS

\Dto 32 . 7
3 3

Brrr—tr—resteetrc—Fear—+o7 . The/anniversaries we celebraté ¥

have much to teach us. The first is the highly publicized
American Jewish Tercentenary, We shall not deal with it tonight
because we are planning to set aside & special observance for it
in the near future.
But the other two anniversaries, though far less talked about,
are just as important. o oY

750 years ago & man was laid to rest who ever since has
been counted among our immortals. 411 the world recognizes
in Moses Maimonides one of the greatest rabbiggﬁﬁquggggg?;Wh‘x/
and one of the great physicians of all times.

Thie summer I said Xaddish at his grave in Tiberias,

overlooking the dreamy blue waters of Lake Galilee; written upon

the gateway to his tomb were the words: "From Moses to Moses

there was none like Moseg! It summarizes our peovnle's judgement



that Maimonides is the greatest Jew since the lLawgiver Moses. As you know

He gave us his master piece, "The Guide for the Perplexed. "

I wonder whether you realize, however, the enormous
"struggle he must have waged within his own heart against
doubt and skepticism before he was able toguide others to faith.
Would you, e.g., still believe in the wiedom and justice of Yod,
if, like Maimonides, you had lost your mother in infancy, had been
forced into exile at the age of 13 and then spent the next 12 years
Eere—a=memed wandering from place to place?
Imagine all possible calamities -——-Maimonides had them!

His step-mother was cold and un-loving. He was an ugly duckling
himself,and in peint of personal appearance wag at a great
disadvantage. He was a sullen, lonely boy and so extremely shy that
everyone Dbelieved him to be rather stupid.

Later, when people began to take notice of his great
scholarship and things began to get rather comfortable in
Cairo, he suffered the most crushing bggwkég %%geage of 33.
His older brother David with whom he had entered into a business
partnership, drowned in the Indian Ocean and with him was lost
a fortune which belonged to Moses and others. He was wiped out
financially; his brother's wife and little daughter were left in
his care ---and worst of al;/he had lost one whom he had loved with
all his heart. 8 years later, Maimonides still could not look
at his late brother's hand-writing or any of his books, without
getting all choked up.

e should think enough happened to the man to make
him lose all religion. On the contrary. #11 those misfortunes made

him not lose, but use his religion. His diary says:



"I should have died of grief, were it not for the Torah

which is my delight."

Now make no mistake. It was not eagy for Maimonides to hold on
to faith despite all that had happened to him. Only God knows
how many sleepless nights he spent thinking about all the doubts
and questions his keen mind kept asking?

If Jews were God's chosen people, then why does God let the

Moslims persecute them?
1f God is good, why are there such terrible wars?

If there is reward for the righteous, why does he also suffer

calamities?

If Yod is love, how come ther e 1is so much hate, evil and

suffering in the world?

We know that Maimonides asked himself each of these —-—and many more
questions of that kind.  The fact is we do too. But here is

the difference. We only ask the gquestions, but we do not work at tle duswers
=N We are mentally lazy; we do not cultivate our spirifual

n words:
garden. OyuTr souls are not -inm Isaiah 881188 well kept and well

watered gardens. Therefore the light of faith does not rise in

our moments of darkness; and there is no light of hope to pierce

the gloom of these times; (Is.58.11) and we are not satisfied spiritually

and Bod Pedmm SRCis s&ifo& a/wg

Someone once agked Newton: How did you discover the

law of gravitation? He replied: "By thinking about it all the

time. "



It is no different in religion. How does a person gain the kind
of faith that can tide him over the tragic places of life?
Only by thinking about it all the time.

I once heard Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, regarded by many

as America's greatest spiritual leader, say the following words

to a convention of Jewish lay people in New York:
"Too many of our people want an easy-going religion,
one which does not interfere with their leisure, their sleep,
or their televésion; which calls for no study and no
observance —=--—- such as belonging to synagogues but not
attending them, or emptying our homes of all Jewish content,
a religion without any sacrifices, the religion of %elf—
pampering people. No faith has ever survived in that

kind of a vacuum."

A religion of a sgelf-pampering people: The other day I saw

the following advertisement of a catekill mountains resort hotel:

COME TO OUR SEPTEVBER EXTRAVAGANZA. Revel in a parade

of stars, with Cantor lLeibele Mashioff and his choir
for the high holidays ----and round the clock entertainment
with Jennie Goldstein, Emil Cohen and Larry Best, --(it seems

3 joke book rabbis)

May God spare us the day when
OUT OF GROSSINGERS SHALL GO FCRTH THE LAW
AYD THE WORD OF THE LORD FROM THE CONCORD.
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{a»~f 3¥ Maimonides! lifegitas any message for us today it is
that a religion that's worth anything, a religion that is a real
help in life, that kind of religion is like a personal
saving account. It has got to be stored up sentence by sentence,
thought by thought, belief by belief. It can only be gotten
in the iron discipline of a way of 1life with fixed periods for

prayer, for deditation, for thought.
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What have you done about it? Have you taken trouble to read the best

books on the questions of religion being published these days?
book.
Do you know that dozens of exoel“nt% ‘gxist on the teachings of !

Judeism 7
What earnest thoughts have you tried to share with likeminded Jews on problems of faith?

Do you know that we at Har Sinai are here to help you grow spiritually?
OF COURSE PULPIT =-but not only the pulpit interprets our faith

ADULT CLASSES
but biggest help is from yourself =-if you want to help yourself, that is.
Do you realize what difference only one hour of regular Sabbath meditation

per week would make in your religious maturity?

Before passing on to 2nd anniversary, I want to refer briefly to what I believe is
most serious problem in world today: IT'S DEFEATISM it's idea that

co=existence is impossible. That there must be ware That people just have to kille

G- 2ol Eo-pni st widlsn pocl. e !/ now in its 3000 anniversery.
The answer to all that wicked untruth is history of Jerusalem, Minhenampefssdkniimmeto

Jerusalem is perfect illustration of men's capacity to accomplish the virtually impossibles

The re-ostablishment of Israel and Jerusalem's return to us proves what our sages have

A
always taught, neamely that WHATEVER MAN REALLY WANTS GOD GIVES IT TO HIM
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o Ead 1t would take an adding machine tc count the many
times Jerusalem was lost and gained again by us. We never gave
it up. In allthe 3000 years prior to the re-establishment of

the state of Israel, our minds were residents of Jeruslaem even

when our bodies were not. Judah Halevy sang in éolden Spain:



"I am in the West, but my heart is in the Eagt®

Each year Jews wished one another: Leshana Haba B'Yrushalayim !

Next year in Jeruslaem. Small bands of pilgrims trickled back

to Ierael.If they went by land, S out of 10 died on the way. \
And if they went by sea, the majority were captured by pirates

and sold into slavery. But , still they kept coming.

At the recent international 50nference of Protestant churches

in Evanston, 111, a fascinating debate took place on the

guestion whether the re-establishment of Israel was to be

considered a miraculous fulfillmgnt of éiblical prophecy. A vote was taken.

150 delegates voted for considering it a miracle.liSO opoose{]

jtwas 2 wivacle ) lets
725 Getemieidr=was the kind of miracle wies Yod Ispeewsekek ncn %@ perform.
JirAaLLSS ©0F @ PrAscvila o LOYA SPIRIT

2ght outside of Jerusalem fgere is a solid TOcCKk With a tree on top.

e it couldn't. Reeds kent

How could\it grow thexe? For a lond\#4

falling on The rain poured dow

on the rock but > Wind blew, the heat

expapded it, the it< “onditions

changed\al ir g any_ dying. There

wag no-change. Until one only for a f¥w minutes,

a tiny crack adpeared.

it grew the tree.

% So it was with



Yes, it was a miracle, the kind of miracle God le’cs nen perform. d(‘gd( Ut pn |- he
M WL Bre .G anTe e 5 il 1760 Y
Miracles of p

erseverance =- miracles of the spirit of ma.n.



Why not aoply this to all the dreams of mankind. ﬁﬂkxgh'zﬁe age-old
curses of war, poverty, disease and oppression are hard and

s o e
unyielding as e IOCk“jAgOOd, decent, idealistic people must go on

sowing the seeds of righteousness in the firm hope that some day

these shall take root -—-WMMW

$6 45 3 26 00 30 2

/70
%omorrow yOd gshall hear the 8hofar sound. -R;membeq%tiizf:EQZizﬁgﬁﬁﬁéggh“

Another year has gone. Let it be an alarm to each of us that time 's
wxy=be running out.REpa. ﬁhen shall we begin to bYuild up the kind

of personal religion we need to lean on,in difficult and trying days?

)

When shall we get busy and start our spir itual savimg account?

Are we going to set aside fixed hdurs to build up our capital of

faith, so that religion migEbtrdosfor-us what it did for Maimonides?
80t bet the sound of the Shofar also ring an alerm against

defeatism, against : that warsand all the other

evils We—soiter SPem are inevitable. Let the Saga of Jerusalem

inspire us with persistent hope for the worldauJ{; ig:fZEh/» x
. v V. )

ur respofise will/decide wihether the next pagce

bgok 11 e fo/isggi;///’3632;6///gﬁ//// jﬁ/ //I o
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THE EVIL TONGUE ~RwTIn /95

Thomas “arlyle, the great ®nglish historian was a forceful
critic of his generation. But he had a weakness. *“fter making
his sweeping indictments, he would stop. He would not come out
with practical suggestions for the improvement of his age.

A contemporary admirer of Carlyle saw this weakness in him.
He said: Here is a man who beats a big drum under my windows,
and when I come running downstairs has no place for me to go.

It must ke admitted that many of us preachers share that
fault. We sometimes beat a big drum, with lofty phrases and solemn
declarations, but don't get to point of practical guidance.

We owe'it to one of our greatest teachers who died only 30 years
ago, that the practical side of our religion has gained more
attention. ?he famous “hofetz “hayyim who lived tc the blessed
age of 100 years, devoted his entire life to the job of bringing
religion down to the market place of life.

His real name was Rabbi Israel Meir-Hacohen of Radun.

Byt Jews all over the world know him as ®hofetz “hayyim. How he got
that name says & great deal about his character.

Originally, "Chofetz Chayyim was the title of Rabbi Meir Ha“Yohen's
most popular book. But being very modest, the author refused to
have his name printed on the title page and so he became known all
over by the title of the book, Chofetz Chayyim.

What do those 2 words mean? ---t%he who desiresg life"

These words are part of a ®iplical sentence which became

theingpiration and foundation of our saintly rabbi's philosophy.

fhe full sentence , taken from Ps. 34 , reads:
WHO IS THE MAN THAT DESIRES LIFE AND LONVG YEARS WITH HAPPINESS?
KEEP THY TONGUE FROM EVIL AND THY LIPS FROM SPEAKING GUILE.
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( "Keep thy tongue from evil and thy lips from speaking guile

Orthodox Jews say thet—erayes 3 times a day.‘::>

We read it this morning in our ®eform Prayerbook and you'll find
}atsxin the Friday night and satizrday morning ritual t00.es sile oot
éhe ;ﬁi%%%;g;er is ajgigg%; moving pet1£?S§:§é§”§¥ré§223)§§° '
resist slander and gossip. The essential idea is based on the
Sth commandment: THOU SHALT NOT BEAR FALSE WITVESS AGATNST THY NEIGHBOR
In our ethical literature this sin is called LASHON HORA —---
THE EVIL TONGUE and it has the honor of being counted among
the worst transgressions.
§1ready in the Bible, in Proverbs, the sin by word of mouth
is equalized with murder: LIFE ANYD DEATH ARE IN THE POWER OF THE
TONGUE. But our “hofetz “hayyim made the evil tongue look 300%
worse. He said, it kills not one but 3 persons. It does ireeperable
ddmage to the character of the slanderer, to the one who listens and
to the one who is being slandered.
Pergonally, I have come to agree with our learned teachers
that the evil tongue is just about the worst source of dissension
between peovle.
The other day I tuned in on Ed Murrow's always delightful
Person to Person program. It featured &n interview with
Eve St. Marie, who had a leading part in the motion picture
wWaterfront" and her stage director husband Mr. Jensens
They seemed to be a perfectly suited and devoted couple.
Toward the end Ed Murrow asked them in what way one was most
helpful to the other. #nd both replied : "with constructive,
well-meaning criticism." For example, she had done poorly

in a program. When she came home she found on her door the
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gske tch of a .sad looking do drawn by her husband.
She understood. Yrateful for the gentle way in which her husband
criticized her, she was only too willing to discuss with him

the short-comings of her performance.

What is the difference between helpful criticism and harmful

glander? our Chofetz €hayyim explained it this way:

The motive of criticism is not injury but correction ---

This is our duty to give, as the Bible says:"Thou shalt
surely correct thy friend." Criticism ---if it is
well-meaning ig always addressed directly to the person who
is at fault. But the evil tongue is the evil we report about

a person to someone else.

| I ohcerhéd an apﬁoin;ment with a yéﬁng eouple. He got there
first. “he came a few minutes late. He said, as she entered:
‘My wife is never on time!( I could have sunk through the floor.
It does not matter whether the fault being criticised is small
or big --- doing it in the presence of someone else makes it one

of the worst cruelties we can commit.

I am astonished at the number of parents who will
freely criticise their children in front of others.
When mothers complain toomuch gbout their children it is
usually because they want to impress others with being
very conscientious parents --- to do that to a child

in t he presence of others 1is a crime.



Now what's the reason that keeps the evil tongue so busy?
I think it has to do with our habit of underestimating people.

We persiste tly have too low an Opinion about the people we

ves I“ his Nywe in tle W "thats wro
deal with. fﬂdg&{ 5‘ sisws. The gyore Tl bhetter. 7r4.4w, ; J
/& wls 0bfatws eV'-'OvL Ha is Ang{o vecelve J/avor 6‘7&'@ God

One of the ablest kings ever to rule'over Israel, was

Lt
King Saul. ‘“hen he was crowned, many of his own kinsmen sneered: Lo nuzZZ
"what, shall this man save us?" Theodore Herzl was judged ~n;“£§~;91(2i
insane by a friend. ZEinstein was considered by hisg teacher a

IUJ\J ~¥o A.,
migfit in school. Washington was called an impostor, Adams a /%Y #Wa¥s slkiwy

traitof and Lincoln "that baboon in the White House". :EE;“*J
One of our most lovable sages of more recent times é%“jﬁfzr

was Reb Lev Yitchak of Berdichef. He was sc keenly conscious o
our habit to misjudge our neighbor that he made it a rule
never to think evil of anyone, but always to assume the best.

Cne day on Yom Kippur he spied a Jew partaking offood.

"I presume, he said, you forgot that this is the day o L?EE_?EEY7\
Moo= ae:guﬁna—
el o Shop frue !

No replied the man, I didn't forget that this 1s<“om Kippur.

S
"o yes, I knew that, said the man." Covane_aX :ﬁp“”aff*b
Foe X ﬂ#’hﬁé;ﬁL~ % :

"obviously you are sick and obeying the doctor's order o eat?-

" T have never been so healthy in my life" said the man.

‘hereupon Reb %“evi Yitchak said with blissful expression:

Good Lord what a wonderful people Thou hast chosen. &n Israelite

will sooner admit he is a sinner than tell a lie!

Most of us , unfortunately assume not the beet but the worst about

people. The other day I read about a curious experismestt a Vr. J.B.
Johnson made in a small town in N.C.He stood on a corner and
handed out one dollar bills --and do you know only 3 out of 30

accepteé%’%he othere instinctively distrusted Johnson. OCne woman
said: "I'm not interested in your tricks." [Hnother: Get out of my w,
A y



If someone were to ask me which are the 3 most important
causes for war --- E\would answer; I am not so sure about t he
other two, but onémwl(is our distrust, suspicion and
readiness to believe the worst about others. éertainly
the cold war would have been over a long time ago, if both
sides had not fallen into the trap of assuming the woret about

each other.

On “osh H.shonah, traditional birthday of the world, it is
fitting that each of us should think of what might be his
finest contribution to mankind in the new yesar.
Each of us is , no doubt, ©apable of different things.
But the one and probably most important contribution we can

peace &
all make to the/happiness of phe world is to curb the evil

Sm—

tongue in our daily life au“’l‘if“‘*“ ww(c{ "~ “(‘:va e hwove * :

":ﬁ
"KEEP THY TONGUE FROM EVH‘AND THY LIPS FROM SPEAKING GUILE"
a
Is: there person: in your circle of acquaintance who bothersyou
or annoys you with some peculiar fault --- go to him, talk[to |him

before you s tart talkinq about|him. Even greater is your duty

of constructive heart-to heart criticism when the other person

involved is a relative. Do not allow the decency of family

be destroyed by the il tongue.
relationship to immm nggmmg EMX nmnfﬁnm mgmigxnxmimnmﬁm
RSBTREL e e i ferl Tl 0y oy
thing €lse between now and Yom Kippur

Nt Lw..a_,gfgjﬂ If you do
rerair’a gingle friendship or a single family relationship

which fell apart because of evil thoughts or evil words ---
you will have mad e the most significant contribution which is in

your power to make toward a happier new year for all.

Do you know the secret of reconciliation? _lg_ig,tgvthinku-
of everything good that can be said of the other ---and to start

saying 1it.



e

One of my my favorite poems is entitled "I know something good about you

Wouldnt this old world be better
I £ the folks we meet would say —-
"I know something good about you !

And treat us just that way?

Wouldn't 1life be lots more happy
If the good thst's in us all
Were the only thing about us

That folks bothered to recall?

Wouldn't life he lots more happy
If we praised the good we see?
For thre's such a lot of goodness

In the worst of you and me !



Atlantic City
MORAL CHARACTER AND THE SABBATH Nov.5, 1954

Some time ago, Rabbi Weitz and I thought it would be good idea
for us to speak in each otherB pulpit., —Quite—frangkly,—we—thought—it—

efthis—experience—— Every line of our service #c=tgh% made me think of
my own congregation at home, of my family and friends --- and the fact that

they were reading the same prayers and probably felt the same mood —--
ﬂhﬁn]}. became clear to me that this pmhvhmik pulpit exchange is more than a

break in our routine --= it dramtizes the Shabbag as a unifying bond among Jevs,
A“J ”_ixl.h baﬂ\/ 15 &ﬂﬂr 0\- SO ur 0{ Q‘Aé—w A ” %M‘.',M HO“‘P]
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ACCENTUATE THE POSITIVE

— — . -~ .
Everybody wants peace of mind, --but hef—oas -a—

= reallo enjos it
. . Soonda POEEE e these days?

The world is deeply troubled. Much 1s wrong.

Never has there been greater need for the Kol Nidre mood of cornfession
and repentance. F;ruo improvement is possible until we all recognize
our errors and accept our part of the blame.
The sadness of the Kol Nidre melody is the sadness of

confession: I am not good enough

I am not what I ought to be

I am dissatisfied with myself
It takes moral courage to make a true confession. “Yharles Kingsley,
the great novelist and preaéher, was once asked to name the character
he most disliked. He answered: " MY OWN."
But there are mighty few Kingsleys in the world.

Most of us justify, defend, excuse ourselves; we pamper and flatter our ego.

We shift blame on others ---we see fault in them, but not in us.
Somehwere in Scotland there once lived a village fool who

wore 2 peculiar coat. All down the fron' were large patches.
When asked why his coat was go strangely decorated, he explained

that the patches stood for the sins of the town-people, and proceeded

to reveal each. On the back of his cedt there was a tiny mark,

4
-

barely visible. "That --back there, " he said, "is my own sin,

—_—

but I can't see it."

-

Self-improvement -- the most necessary task given to man --
must of course begin with seeing our own sins.

Yow confession without repentance -—enhbeh=bastbe_cmeii-onr—tat
Exer—for——omreette®k -~ is like a gun without a bullet.

Confession without repentance does not Imve the power to slay sin.
~
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But what is the right kind of repentance? Is it to make
a show of moaning, of shedding tears and beating vour chest?

The great Rabbi of Ger in one of his famous Yom Kippur sermons,
had this to say about the right kind of repentance:

"He who has done wrong and talks about it and thinks about it
all the time, does not really get the evil out of his system.The more
he thinks of evil the more his mind will be caught in it. Rake the
dirt thie way, rake the dirt that way --it is still dirt.

Have I sinned or have T not sinned? --what does Heaven get out of it?
That is why the Bible says: DEPART FROM EVIL AND DO GOOD-

Turn completely away from evil, do not dwell on it, but do good.

Have you done wrong? Then counteract it by doing right"

In other words, get your mind out of the negative into the positive channel.
Accentuate the positive.

Several years ago I was a'member of the Putfalo committe on
public decency which devoted itself to the job of cleaning up the
newstands and removing lewd and salaciouc magazine$ from circulation.

I want you to know that I was not a voluniary puv. a drartved member of
that committee. I consider my time spent with thnat committe a total
waste except for thes observation I made a2t our monthly luncheon meetingst
The most fanatic members of thzt committee, I observed, could barely
wait to feast their eyes on those lewd magazines which were being

passed around, all the while they shouted: "How horrible !

Concentrate too long on negative tnings, and your mind gets
tainted with the evil you are trying to stamp out.

Everyone of you, I suppose, belongs to some organization.

T am sure you muet have heard some of your otficers speak, from time to time,
with deep resentment against the inactive members, known by such

unflattering names ac free-laoders and dead wood. Even worse is the



resentment against people of means who do not give enough to cnarity.
In St.Paul, Minn. the leaders ot the Federation bismme got so
excited about udut --they recently adopted a system of penalties.
If a man does not give what he should, a letter ic goawmebesige sent to
the organizations to which he belongs Hil.'vlllll,‘telling them
what a poor giver he is.

Now I have no real sympathy with "dead wood" or with misers,
buv neither can I go along with those who would persecute them.

A1l T know is tvhat if we start worrying @M about how little others

are giving, we ususally end up giving lesgs ourselves.

The best way of dealing with those who give too little, is
for the reet of ue to give more. 'he best way to deal with dead
wood, is for the rest of us vo work harder.

That's the positive way --—-—-the way mother nature teaches us:

Do you know what happens when you wash your hands too often?
You get sores all over your skin. .

I once heard a wise doctor say: Don't overdo the anti-septic
business. #“nti-bacteria lamps over every door and mmatimwash an anti-septic
mouth-wash every few hours willkill not only bad bacteria, but also
a lot of good ones that are helpful and even necessary for our lives.
Health is not goften by anvi-septic warfare, but by building up the

positive strength of the human body. 1In other words, ACCENTUATE THE POSITIVE

If only we could apply nature's wisdom to #merica's most
critical problem. George F. Kennan, one of our ablest statesmen and

former ambassador to Mugecia, has this to say:



One of the most frigm ening things in America "ig the
spectacle of millions of our citizens trotting off faitnfully and
anxiously like the victims of some totalitarian brain-washing, to
snoop and check up on their fellow citizens, to purge the libraries
and the lecture platforms, to protect us all from the impact of ideas."

We shall not save America with this negative mentality.
We need moraccéntuatectheévpositive valwe s in American life, and wsee-
weeme—ypEsER improve the workings of d emocracy ---and what a job thaf ;s ,’
RS Pen—ig—ftidd=poedu=sl Consider 6n1y the current fighi m:«.-&f@w‘l’k
capsoweweses to keep the public schools racially segregated.

I wonder if you ever heard of the Minute Women of the USA.
this organization is always fighting against subversion.
In San Antonio:, in Los Angeles, in Denver they purged the libraries
and attacked the schools. In “olumbue, Ohio they forced merchants

A Carigns pévsm

to remove United Nations flags from ghop windows. ’ recently-vook € fm bl

of invedtigatingithe Minute Women of the USA and was surprised to find

that this organzation'dedicated to fight subversion of democracy, has

itself no constitution, no by-laws, no elected of ficers, no parliamentary
procedure.
, e things,

If we concentrate too much on whabtmis negative dnmifmeriganniaofen

we shall be in danger of losing all that is positive.

The key to personal happinese also bears the inscription: Accentuate
the Positive. One of the most impressive characters in America is
Harold Hussel who paayed a leading role in that memorable motion picture,
"The Best Years of our Lives." Harold Hussel lost both his hands
in World WarIl. Whencheffirdt looked at his steel hooks instead of hands,

he was terrified, afraid to be seen --he wanted to die. A few years later,

he was a famous Hollywood actor, radio and platform lecturer.

What produced the change?
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He tells us in his own words:
"There is a simple thoulkbt that I should like to pass on. I offer it
merely because I found it can help prevent much vain regret and

self-defeat: "IT IS NOT WHAT YOU HAVE LOST BUT WHAT YOU HAVE LEFT THAT COUNTS!
Jo..c“' m..gg %g-...,q'ja{ : /L«MM&/% {‘»"'.L';t A/I»eeﬂ&ﬁ-‘ys%]u Ad vl .,zﬁ
on™ waste precious time sorrowing over the might-have-beens “

in your life, that never were and never can be again. Forget the

negative and look at the positive side of your life's ledger.
Not what you lost but what you have left. Accentuate tnhe Pogitive.
Depart from evil ---gee the good!

The great Chofetz Chayyim to whom we gave much attention
on Rosh Hashonah morning, met all of life's problems in a positige
way. Once he heard that children were playing a trick on the
water carrier. 1In the cold winter night they would fill his
buckets with water, so that in the morning the poor fellow would
have to break the ice in his buckets. The saintly Rabbi never
once rebuked the children, but guietly made it a habit to stop
at the town pump to empty the buckets every midnight after leaving
his study in the synagogue. Sure, the boys missed their well-deserved
spanking, but the Rabbi's positive handling of the situation
made a tremelﬂous impression ofithe whole community and raised them

all to a higher stvandard of brotherliness.

May this sacred and tender night of Yom Kippur fill us with the
purest spirit of repentance which is & complete turning about of our
mentality from negative to positive thinking. May God renew our
faith that goodness is more contagious than evil, and love stronger
than hatep awd iy e ‘MX ra{:mu,‘ MJ¢rS{>nJ:J ad {;Ef;.,ahef; info 0 hEAV‘(_;/

Then shall thy light rise in darkness

And thy gloom be as the noon-day

And the Lord will guide thee continually. Amen.
In.58.10-11
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THE SABBATH o

Youmay not know it, but you already heard one of the
finest Yom Kippur sermons ever given. I mean Isaiah's great
chapter 58 which was read as this morning's Haftarah.

It was f‘tst given in Jerusalem before a Yom Kippur audience
3700 years ago. Isaiah startedﬂdﬁ the'sisz::;'of Yom Kippur
but ended with a discussion of the Sabbath.

"Wherefore have we fasted? " Isaiah asked. W‘lt is t he
meaning of this day? Yom Kippur stands for moral awakening,
the prophet points out. And then, quite logically he says :

We must keep it up all through the year. That's howaets on
the subject of the Sabbath:

"If you stop your business on the Sabbath

And call the day a delight and respect its holiness

By changing your routine, then shall you find delight in the Lord."

Thus, in a manner not unfamiliar to Jewish audiences, Isaiah finished
his sermon on Yom Kippur with an appeal to the people to keep coming

every week.’

Now, by some strange oversight, this last verse dealing with the
Sabbath is missing from our prayerbook. I don't know why it was
left out, except possibly that the editors of the prayerbook might
have considered the plea for better Sabbath attendance a bit
embrarrassing to our Reform Yongregations.

The fact is, my friends, that the Sabbath is a source of
embarrassment to us all. The problem, as you know, rig not limited
'to Reform. The vast majority of “onservative and orthodox Jews

match our standard of Sabbath violation.
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i T T T e es—on—the—seabbetam  The longest of the

10 commandments is the 4th, which begins: Remember the Sabbath Day

}Q;(- ﬂ‘n% M{Jnks«.»& o f'-c.S.\‘Ly(’L\,/

vemi ;
I want to discuss thisZmorngggjnot what the Sabbath means to

18575 7 ¢
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ABLATY 1

to keep it holy.

Judaism but what it means to you, to your character to your morals

and to your personal happiness.

AL ST e

It is an accepted fact that knowledge is power. Last summer
at the national convention of the American Legion, one of the ke ynote
speakers told the Legion to forget about Universal Military Training
He said we don't need more soldiers. We need scientists.
We need the best knowledce to protect ®#merica.

fairly

If there is anything I have leamned from my/short rabbinic
practice it is the fact that it takes a great deal of knowledge and
wisdom for people today towithstand the stress and tersion of mocdern
life.

cliwrisy T g
r—theow-eouipoof-a—yeae, I gee a good many of youAin times of

deeply personal need. Some are frightened and shaken with the
news of a terrible illness; others I find numb and speechless at
the death of a beloved...then there are those whose heart aches with
family problems; and finallygthe casualties o our economic Biruggle,
men’who feel beaten and broken.

I often wonder, as I talk to them, what wisdom do these people
have stored up to fall back on in such trials.
But to my distress I often find that religion has no useful function
in their lives. It does not wipe their tears and gives them no

help in meeting life's problems ---for the simple reason that they
never bothered to get religion. They are empty énside.



Typical of the kind of relgious knowledge you find in many
of our peoplélis that young man who walked into a Jewish restaurant
and erdered gefillte fish. When he finished the lgt portion
he ordered 3 more helpings. The puzzled waiter remarked:
"You seem to enjoy your fish enormously?"
That's not the reason why I ordered so much of it, explaimd
the young man. ?oday is my father's yahrzeit, and in his

memory I want to do something really religiows once a year.

-

When the sumtotal of Judaism boils down tv & few recepies on
your platter, the gigning of a few checks to charity, ana
"being really religious once a year" ----if that's all andoften

it is, what strenth, what support, what inspiration can you expect?

Several monthe ago, our Temple Men's Ylub fcatured an unusual
speaker. Mr. Jellinek gave us a most inspirational address.
The unusual thing about it was that he was not a professional
preacher but a highly successful bueinessman, inventor and

35 cloef Feseavcln Mdia Sty SEVERKA FéTALS G i~Sprigfeld, N-7) |
scientist in his own right ;(-and a deeply devoted family man.

Nevertheless He found time, he told us, to give several hours each
day to privete prayer and medivation. On top of it, he supervises
a Sunday School and leads an adult study group.
We spent a little time together, and I asked him; Tell me, what do
you do if things get crowded?
He answered: "I keep up my prayer period even if I have to
cancel business appointments. B =Sewimmrtrrtty——me {0
feed my sou{‘wa%o feeda my obcay. "



It reminded me of Rabbi Moses Sopher's remark:
"on the day when I read no book of Torah, I feel my reverence for

the Lord growing cold."

0f course, any schedule with fixed periode for prayer and
méditation means a sacrifice. Yau must choose, e.g., between
growth in religion, or the wrestling matches on Friday night.

A young lady wrote a letter to Dorothy Dix describing her
dilemma: "I am interested in being a nice girl and well
thought of, but not, of course, if it is going to interfere with

my populdarity."

def-u:tely
“the Sabbath interéfereswith

many things we could also be doing at that time.
It cannot be obsevyved without sacrificing something.

The week has 168 hours ---can you sacrifice 2 hours for your
religion, 1 hour on Friday night, and 1 hour on Saturday morning?

Is your spiritual life worth to you 2 4 of your time?

I know your answers. Some of you say: "I just don't get
anything out of saying prayers. One lady not so long ago
challenged me. She said: "Show me how I can get to like what
now bores me, and I'll be a regular too."

In reply, I would now say: Have you ever gotten anything for
nothing? Do you get educated without study?

Success without work? Love without affection?
How do you expect religious inspiration without trying?
Inspiration is not a door-prize that comes to you on a monthly or

annual visit to the synagogue. It takes years of practice in prayer,
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/Jg%ﬁ;truggling with doubt, with boredom, with laziness uautil 1little by
little moments of inspiration start coming, prayers begin to be
meaningful and you feel the growth of faith.

Religion is not something to flirt with but to go into
like a steady marriage. As the Prophet Hosea said:
"I will betroth thee unto Me forever,
I will betroth thee unto Me in faithfulness,t%hen shalt
thou know the Lord." . Hoseah 2.21-233.

The 5I;I;rggye on Yom Kippur: Declare unto My people their

transgression, and unto the house of Jacob their sins.

T8e08: 1

' Yne of obr shameful sins is the way every little amusement gets
+ priority over what we owe tc God.
i

Some are not essmm satisfied with neglecting their own religion,

they have the bad taste of scheduling parties in conflit with

3 }aﬁ%mgg)
the Sabbath service“w ers away from it too.

But our punishment is terrible and swift:

A few days ago 1 rEEE{Qed the report of an int ernational medical
conference held in Geneva. The Conference considered the extremely
low rate of drunkenness among Jews —-and explained that it was due to
the heligiour training and homelife of the Jews. ?ut, the report
went on to say, the picture ie changing. ﬁith religion gone,
Jews too will drink for excitement and thrill.
I wonder how you reacted to this summee's horrible case of the
4 Brooklyn Jewish boys who brutally tortured several persons we ded e K:/led
61==5 just for thrill and excitement. All 4 boys came from

comfortable, respectable families. Their parents were law-abiding

people with stable marriages. The boys had good education

What was missing?



Exactly what's missing in many o{/our homes ---the experience

of reverence and sanctity. NO RELIGION, ©NO MORALITY.
L;{Lm‘(’ rel’-J i
CharacterAmay linger just a while as Ernest Renan said: "Like the

perfume of an empty bottle" but character won't last long without

the help of religious discipline.

-‘/ I ]
There are a number of formerly prominent familiees in Trenton i

who have come down &=¥%; examine their history and you will
-,k”d\,caw \
findAthat the decay of character G RWEE=UEEC wac only a step removed

o

from the neglect of religion,

3“\yi 1" R1vert Einstein whose character matches his brain, is what we

Tk e e o iy et rst = _—iasfeiu s

ﬁfu.(%{/might call a non-practicing Jew. Last year 23 year old

Ev"ﬁk‘?grand-son Foate ed—5—polias_Recars i petty theftff If you see the connectim

v |7 (between character ang .
X. s, especially you mothers:

Sending your children to services on Saturday mornings is not enough.
’Log_"belong here &® sitting next to your child.’
fhe definition of a good parent ie not a dispatcher,of children, sending
them! here and sending them there, but to be a companion and guide who
leads them in all the worthwhile experi‘nces of life. We cannot
blame children for judging unimportant g-!E!!liigt!== those duties
which their own parents do not perform.‘

I plead with you, save what is best in the Jew: his tender-heartedness
his moral purity, his love of learning, his non-violencgttégalities ’
which have grown out of the mood of reverence and sanctity wiieeh

& associated with the Sabbath.

MORE THAN ISRAEL KEPT THE SABBATH, THE SABBATH HAS KEPT ISRAEL
Qur government long agofset aside naticnal parks, or reservations,

to preserve the most beautiful parts of this land. Do you want to

preserve what is best and most beautiful in the Jew's character?

Set aside the Sabbath as your personal reservationm, a couple of hours

a week to feed your soul. &en. ___ __—
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2 Exactly what's missing in many of your homes

-—-the experience of reverence
and sanctity, NO RELIGION, NO MORALITY, Chargeter without religionus
foundation mmm may linger just a while —--Ernest Rénan said cleverly:
Character without religion is like the memflnmamih odor of an empty perfume
bottle --- it will linger for a while but cannot last. Morality cannot
last long without the help of religious discipline.

Only 20 minutes from my home lives what many people think is the greatest

man on earth, Professor Albert Einstein., He_is cerisinly—e-man-of

—Yot—he—hee—mede—ttTlxhrthat—vhile He believes in a supreme being,
he does not practice religious customs and ritual., So, in that sense,
he is a non-practicing Jew . Well, last year, Einstein's grandson, a young
man of 23 was arrested in Pittsburgh and convicted of petty theft.
Another tragic proof that if yﬁu drop your religious digcipline with all
its observances, you deprive your future generations of their strongest
moral support. If you see the connection between character and
religious practice as I do, then I want to say this to you parents, but

Q especially to you motherss
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Death, the Teacher

This 1s the time when we remember our departed, and
also that we must follow them eventually. It is difficult

5

to tell which’»ur dominant mood at this memorial hour---

A
is it the yearning for those we lost, or is it the fear of
being where they are?
When King David recovered from the first shock of the
news that his son had died, he said: I SHALL GO TO HIM,
BUT HE WILL NOT RETURN TO ME. IISam. 13.34
We are not waiting for our beloved departed. They are
waiting for us.
If this is true, what good does it do to think abgg} itj”mm
“~~, One of America's most popular writers some years ago pﬁblished
i 1his personal creed in which he said: "I never allow myself even ]
a passing thought of death." I wish I knew how he does it. |
The truth 1s that with most of us not a single day passes when the
thougﬁtof death doee not somehow intrude upon our minds.
Some of us are in daily rebellion against death ss was that
spirited poetess Edna 8t. Vincent Millay:
Withstanding death till 1ife be gone,
I shall treasure my breath, I shall linger on.
I shall bolT® my door with a bol€ snd a cable;
I shall block my door with a bureau and a table;
With all my maaht my door shall be barred.
I shall put up a fight, I shall take it hard.
'&th his hand on my mouth he shall drag me forth, "
Shrieking to the south and clutching &b the north.

R@bellion is the mood of youth -- and Edna St. Vincent Millay

was young when she wrote those lines.



But people who are older and closer to the event,-generally —
r_ﬁpﬂgking,3take less offense at death.

) George Bernard Shaw, though he promised to lélﬁl at least
100 years, became less anxious to reach the goal bhe closer he
got to it. On his 94th birthday, only a few months
before his death) he said to a friend: "I am longing for my
eternal rest."

A dapnpne, sepsdfed o seacton o
"{%ﬁfI?NTHTE‘Veaél_an army chaplain, when told that he had
reachéd the advanced stage of an incurable malignancy and would
soon die;fm said calmly: "I congider it a privilege to die

of cancer."

The next few days he received 2000 telegrams from 47 states.
People wanted to know yhat he meant. ‘Newapaper reporters
interviewed the chaplain and quoted the following statement:

"It isn't the certainty of death that men fear, ©but the
uncertainty of death. Now that I know, I welcome death. It is
a privilege to have time to prepare for it. I am getting ready for
my most important journey..

Many peonle bel;eve_ﬁﬂgi thinking about death makes you
morbid and depressed.“ The opposite is true. Mental preparation

for death, living in the knowledge and expectancy of the
Dold

inevitable helpg us get more out of life.

TR B e s
“ For one think, we stop wasting time.

Rabbi Shneur Zalman was 8 political prisoner in Petersburg

150 years agoi The chief of the prison gard was impressed

by the majestic, calm manner of the Rabbi, so one day he came into
his cell to talk to him. "Can you explain a sentence in the Bible,"

he asked, "that has always puzzled me? " It says that when



Adam was hiding after eating from the apple, God asked:
"Where art thou® - ——--- did not God know?

Do you believe, asked the Rabbi, that the Scriptures are eternal
and speak to every generation? Yes, I believe that,
answered the chief of the prison gard.
Well then, continued the Rabbi, God's question "WHERE ART THOU?"
ig addressed to every man. God calls to each of us:
WHERE ARE YOU IN YOUR WORLD? 80 MANY YEARS AYD DAYS ALLOTTED
TO YOUj HAVE PASSED, —---AND HOW FAR HAVE YOU GOTTEN?

And then the Rabbi looked straight at the shief of the prison gard:
God says to you, e.g., you have lived 46 years. How far along are you?

The chief of the prison éﬁrd laughed as he walked out, but his heart

trembled. 5Whh£ he esbyed st 2 A"ﬂng@Z*@ ¢ J & oand ey Tlhace wos [He
£ k«z {o » ccompls Sc\,w{f ihepov . Where pras Lt/ o 1L FQJ)A//#A’
 Eave—be o ske m—time—to—stimer Why is it that religion

appeals more to the older than to the younger folke? Is it

ohl
perhaps that the older folks ¥=iﬂ¥&- go to servicesdb cause they
have no other place to go? Well, the answer is that the older

T .
and mature come more often to services not because they have no

other place to go to, but because they have been to every other

place ! They have comé“%he point in life where they can hear

Sk s tecs aZil
a voice saying louder and louder each day: Where are you now

in your life? fiketmdenyeunwentntondemidtbnthentestnefnitin

And all the other stations in life which they have been to such

as career, success, honors, even friendship, home and family,

all of these places and experiences samehow still do not add up to
enough meaning so that they might answer: I KNOW WHERE I AM .

I KNOW WHAT MY LIFE IS ALL ABOCUT. #nd so they come to the place
y s’eanﬂk;—g »d
of religion --- to meditate, to pray, to thlnkApopi g that here they
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fDWill find some meanﬁ(gfui purpose for thi&feSt of their life.
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Aoy olow” f ay g
mﬁnu more helpful in turning,our attention to the really ,«.F.,{,_f
important values in life, oo foow: v g Lie 11.540:—25_‘ “ J“'«

Moses Montefiore, ppersonad friend
of Queen Victoria‘_and a deeply religious Jew, was one of the
most energetic men in history. He made his 7th journey to the

orient at the age of 90, and remained active until his death at the

age of 101. Once a frlend asked- What keeps you going?
He replied: I have +an who W knocks
on my door every hour and says: "Moges Montefiore, another hour

of your life has passed!

Do you fritter time away? There is no better incentive to get
your life's work done, than the daily contemplation of the
inevitable.

But it does more for us. It mellows us; it makes us kind.
Disraeli, chief architect of the British empire, had a simple
slogan which helped him over many a bitter controversy; the slogan
was: LIFE IS TCO SHORT TO BE LITTLE.

Are you upset by someone who is ungrateful to you?

Doeg it bother you that ené: yeudbelieved to be your friend, haes sai

bee
ﬁﬁméLunk1nd $hings about—vou?r Are you disapnointed because you

were not suffitiently rewarded or recognized? Do these things
interfere with your work or sleep? Well, isn't it silly?

How many more years do you think you have? Why lose irreplaceable
hours brooding over things which next year will be forgotten by

everybody.? LIFE IS TOO SHORT TO BE LITTLE.



If only we used each hour to say or do what«iittle good we can.

s;;Hk T e

Bapmanmacn i Stephen Grellet's s ~Which—T have

eften seen framed on the desk of wi:s:e:mnwff&ftmdaemﬁwe/h[ ® well (edfus f
T expect to pass through this world but once. pwmlpm/ﬁtfﬁévf >

GWM»(« f—SI,LV1L_
Any good*herefore, that I can do, or any kindness that I can

' show to any fellow creature, let me do it now. Let me not defer

; i Treasure
or neglect it, fortgjsha}].no} pasg this way again. C¥:#4T'nu A:émfdj
(A 2o G fr el
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It is plain to gee that everyone walks out of this life-jrwhere
g e

the journey ends, no one knows. Is there a Fountain of Life
s
from which we came and to which we return? S8hall all of us meet

again? Margaret Bruner wrote of that hope so tenderly:

The memory of my mother stays with me
Throughout the years; the way she used to stand
Framed in the door when any of her band

of children left. & . %

And now, I think, in some heavenly place,
She watches still, and yet is not distressed,
But rather as one who, after life's long race,
Has found contentment in a well earned rest,
There, in a peaceful dreamlike reverie,

She waits, from earthly cares, forever free...

R SO
—

Wherever our dear ones are, we now think of them gratefully

for in their going they have taught us that 1life ie short, too short

to be little, that here we pass but once and not again,

Jlg;h challengeéras to do what good we can, trusting that some q?y 3

1liv g&"\“rf
somewhere, all who once lived, shall mamm 4again







