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Reform Congregation THE RABBI'S COLUMN

By Dr. Bertram W. Korn

Keneseth Israel .
1723 North Broad Street, Philadelphia 22, Pa. HiEg?iC}Il-Io)l’;aBa)izs} :rif{::lr:lu;:g v:iizlerqut::

Phones: Temple and Main Office: ST 4-7610 tions about the Reform attitude towards
Iég:ﬁ‘%‘i%gg"& gg.?zg ST 7-0665 fasting. Many of our people have the im
Temple House: TU 4-9372 pression that fasting is required of a

0 Jews from the age of thirteen onwards;

others think that Reform has dispensed
with the necessity of fasting, as it has with
many other traditional practices.

|' Fasting, called “afflicting the soul” in
language of the Bible, has been a character-
istic feature of virtually all of the world)s
religions. Whatever the primitive motiva
tions for such a practice, civilized religion-
ists have supported it as an aid to spirit-
uality: self-control in eating and drinking
leads to self-control in other areas of life;
fasting compels us to focus our attention
on the reason for such denial of physical
hungers; fasting is a symbol of sacrifice
1 and an evidence of love of God.

Fasting in Judaism (always a “total”, not
a “partial” fast) has a long history. Whether
to mark an occasion of disaster in the
people’s history, or to set the stage for a
happy occasion, or to arouse God’s mercy,
fasting was esteemed as an evidence of |
spiritual sincerity and proof of personal in-
tegrity. It is associated with Yom Kippur as
evidence of repentance, as a sign for God
and man alike.

Reform Judaism has never abrogated this
requirement. Reform regards fasting, how-
ever, as only one, and perhaps not one
of the most important, elements of the
Sabbath of Sabbaths. Why? Because, like
many other symbols and symbolic practices,
it can become meaningless. Many Jews re-
gard fasting as meritorious in itself .
this Reform cannot recognize. If it helps
one to attain that feeling of repentance
which is essential to Yom Kippur, then it
assuredly is virtuous. But if it becomes an
end in itself, a goal to be achieved (as
though one says: see how strong I am — I
fasted for twenty-four hours!) then it is not
only meaningless; it is actually harmful.
Self-righteousness is the direct antithesis of
the feeling which should be aroused on that

Holy Day. o

BErRTRAM W. KORN, D.H.L.
~Senior Rabbi
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YOUR LIFE TO LIVE OVER AGAIN / It gt
B THE PARABLE OF THE PLUMBER /

will preach on

Professor Einstein, in protest to the close surveillance of professors, m¢|
especially physicists, said that if he had his life to live over again, he would

he a plumber. /LL-
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Sinai Yespers
every Friday 5:30 to 6:00 p.m.
“A THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK"

T-"' | :IFTY-FOURTH STREET




CONGRATULATIONS TO
Mrs. William Wilhartz on her 85th birthday.
Mr. Adolf Feuchtwanger on his special birthday.
Mrs. Harry R. Chapman and Mr. and Mrs. Amnold

J. Ehrman, grandparents, and Mr. and Mrs. Max
Ehrman, parents, on the birth of Carol Harriet.

Mr. and Mrs. Morris Joseph on the birth of Paula
Arlen.

Mr. and Mrs. Julius Kreeger, grandparents, and Mr.
and Mrs. Donald Davidson (Carol Kreeger), parents,
on the birth of Cynthia.

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Rose, grandparents, and Mr. and
Mrs. Murray Lee Rose, parents, on the birth of Barbara
Ellen. .

Mr. and Mrs. Bud W. Singman, grandparents, and
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Schiff, parents, on the birth of Jill
Linda.

Mr. and Mrs. Leon F. Strauss on the birth of Lynn
Marie. ’

Mr. and Mrs. Albert R. Bell (Lillian Hersh) on their
marriage. :

Mr. and Mrs. George E. Hiller (Joan Loeb) on their
marriage.

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Taendler on their 15th wedding
anniversary.

In ﬁznenriam
Sinai Congregation mourns the passing ol
Dororay Deursca Lacivan
s HeLen G. MarTiN

Lucy SeieceL

""" SISTERHOOD NEWS

Robert and Lucille Leighton, photographers and art-
ists of note, will present their intriguing “Travelogue
of Spain"illustrated with color motion pictures at the
~ January 25 (Tuesday) Regular Sisterhood Meeting.

Uniongrams, the neat P“rli’]lc and white notes of
cheer and good Will with which you greet your friends
and loved ones on noteworthy occasions, are the life-
blood of Sisterhood's Scholarship Fund. Your purchase
of one book of four by January 21, National Union-
gram Day, will assure the success of this year’s scholar-
ship program. Call Mrs. Clarence D. Loeb, Uniongram
Chairman, or inquire at the Gift Shop.

GIFT SHOP THANK YOU
Sisterhood’s Gift Shop is deeply grateful to its
many friends for their devoted patronage during
the busy Chanukkah season. Dividends are avail-
able in the form of special savings on many beau-
tiful items for those who will stop by.

.

SINAI TEMPLE FORUM
Tuesday Evening, January 18 at 8:15

DR. PERCY L. JULIAN

World-Distinguished Scientist

and Author

Has Science Come of Age?

A World-Renowned Scientist Asks:
“Has Trs Good Measured Up to Its Evil?”

SOUTH SIDE SISTERHOODS
CHANGE OF DATE AND PLACE

The mid-season Public Affairs Program of the Seven
South Side Sisterhoods will take place Monday, January
24 at 1:15 p.m. ar Congregation Rodfei Zedek, 5200
South Hyde Park Boulevard.

Following the serving of dessert luncheon until
12:30, a combined Sisterhood cast will present a melo-
drama in three acts pin-pointing in a most stimulating
and informative presentation the program of Judicial
Reform.

Youw'll be so pleased you were there.

CEREMONIES AND RITUALS
Ceremonies are the educators and monitors of the
people: they speak to old and young, to sage and simple-
minded alike the language of Faith, of hope, and of
lovalty.
Ceremonies are the poetry of religion: they invest
life with the beauty of holiness.

—Dnr. Kaurman KoHLER

Have You A Religious Conflict?

SINAI MARRIEDS' PANEL

DISCUSSION
Friday Evening — January 21 — 8:30
“What Has Judaism Offered Me

As A Jew?”

Participants:
Mrs. Harry Levy
Judge Jacob M. Braude
Dr. Edwin Sinaiko







arvic. (Kaufmann Sanct.)

soring Mc.iday Night Football on

ay) at the Julia Bindeman Center
atch the Washington Redskins/Dallas
game.

cature Congressman Michael Barnes
,arbecue Opener on Tuesday,
mple at 6:00 p.m.

—
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Rosh Hash, Eve Sept. 5,1956

"THE_WORLD IN THEIR HEART"

My friends,
¥y Biblical text for tonight is 2 short sentence of only 4

Hebrew words from Ecclesiastes, chapter 3 verse 11 /03!;\ /.f)/ /000’0’5) W,
FEASICA ST T
& gl

HE HAS SET THE WORLD IN THEIR HEART.

I shall soon return to the text. Meanwhile, permit me to observe
that many a pulpit address tonight will feature a survey and
summary of the year's highlights in world affairs. This very
minute, I am sure the majority of pulpits in synagoai es throughout
the world reverberate with eloquent lectures on what has happened
during the year and what was wrong with it.

You may be sure that it is not difficult to find some very
substantial shortcomings in the world aitua.j;ion, such as

The continuation of the Cold War, orT

The weakness of the United Nations, or

The racial bigotry in the South in connection with integration, or

The short-gighted indifference of the Western Demaeracies
toward Arab belligerency azainst Israe) wntil thev toe
became the victims of it.

What Je sson do these events teach us?

Is it not that the world is greatly lacking in justice, fairminded-ness,

le

-
s

honesty, mutual confidence and in the willineness to share and cooperate?

No doubt it feels good to say so, and in saving so, to let off some steam

of righteous indignation. Especially if we could make our

indictment of world affairs with enocugh heat and excitement, we might

then go home believing that we have really made a noble contribution

to the improvement of humanity.

But my fritende, we must not let the sins of the world divert our

attention from the sins we ourselves as individuals have committed.
The real problem is not the world, but we, the indiwviduals
‘who make it what it is.
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I should like to convince you tonight that what is wrong with

the world at large is exactly what is wrong with each of us

individually. The public sins are no more than man's private

sins multiplied, magnified and projected on the sereen of

rublic affairs. The way to attack the evils in the world, then,

is to seek them at their source which is the charaeter of the individual,
As our text from Ecclesiastes suggests:

HE HAS SET THE WORLD IN THEIR HEART

It is the character of the individual which, for bettér or for

worse, determines the destinv of the whole world.

Dr Griswnld, President of Yale University, in a notable
address pointed out:

"There is no such thing as public ma alitv; there is

only a composite of private morality."
\__‘_:ﬁ_

Thomas Jefferson who save us our political system also
warned us not to overrate the system:

"It is the manners and qg}?it of a people,"” he said,

"which preserve a republic in vigor"

And the current campaign in Soviet Russia against the Cult of Personality
which revealed stalin's ghastly influence on a generation of Russian
hEs tory, prcves preciselyihow important phe personality.factor is and
that, whatever the svstem, it is the character of the individual
that makes it good or bad. For as the Bible says:

HE HAS SET THE WORLD IN THEIR HEART
World-improvement starts with self-improvement ---that is the plain

meaning of our text.



But friends, honestly, what have we done to improve ourselves?

Now, I don't mean to suggest that we have been idbe all year.

On the contrarv, we have been very busy, building up our business,
enlarging our bank account, improving our home, raising our social
status, tradine in the old ecar, washine machine or TV set for a better
model. In fact.we have been developine, enlarging and improving

just about everything ,--- except the person within.

Now, here is something to think about: What have we done
in a direct, planned and purposeful manner for the improvement of our

own character and personality during this last year?

Most likely it did not even ocecur to us that there was need
for character improvement.

A rabbi once wisely pointed out that the real slavery in
Eevpt was not that the Israelites were oppressed, but that thev
had gotten used to it, More serious than any particular fault or
defect, is that we have become used to our faults and defects,
that we are satisfied the way we are, smue, complacent, without
ambition to grow mentally or morally above the present level.

At the start of our services we made the Shehhcheyonn
blessing in which we thanked God for keeping us alive unto this day.
Consider the wonderful miracle of our survival., In a year's time,
our heart, beating about 70 times per mihute, has had 36% million
heart-beats, or 364+ million chances to stop beating, but it went
right ong and so did 21l those innumezable automatic processes
such as digesting and breathing which constitute the miracle of life.
A gracious and merciful Providence has le pt qa alive. For what?

What are we doing with this gift of life? How well have kept it?
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A man had 2 sons. To each he gave the same sum of money and
sent them out into the world. The foolish one kept the amount
well hidden in his pocket and after some aimle ss wandering
returned home showing his father that he still had the money.
But the wise son worked hard and returned home with a greast deal more
than his father had given him.
_ What account can we remler before God for the soul He placed into
our keeping? Have we increased the value of the life He gave us?
Are webetter.wiser ? How much have we improred ourselves?

This should be a time of reckoning for us, a time of taking
stock, a time for messurine progress, Moses Maimonides interprets
the blasts of the Shofar which we shall hear tomorrow as an
alarm to rouse us from apathys

"Awake ye sleepers, consider yaur deeds, improve your ways"

A good measuring yard for a person's ethical caliber is his
conduct toward his own family. The Tana de-be Eliyahu, a classic
tn Jewish Ethies, quotes the saying:

IF A MAN SIN AGAINST THOSE OF HIS OWN HOUSEHOLD,

HE WILL INEVITABLY COME TO SIN AGAINST HIS NEIGHBORS
How would you rate yourself in your role as husband or wife, or parent?
What kind of brother or sister are you?

How are you treating your own aging parents?

Human relationships are not fixed. ZEXven in the same fa?ily,
relationships are ever shifting and fluctuating. Withouiﬁiégbrt to
draw closer to each other, we automatically drift apart.

Oh what difference it would make in the strength of a marriage

if at least some of the care and consideration of courtship

could be saved for married life and maintain the glow of tenderness
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and affectionate attention in the relationship of husband and wife.
How conscious, how alert, have we been on the need to prevent
theslow deterioration of our family relationships?

I know of no greater threat to the Jewish people than the
noticeable corruption of our family life, Though still perhaps
the highest comparatively speaking, we have certaindy declined
as against our own standard of only a genszation ago.

. Promiscuity among our youth, disloyalty and divorce are no longer
gsengational rarities among us. It is universally recognized
that the family is the foundation of morality and sets the

pace for the rise and decline of a civilization,

By our homelife we either improve or corrupt the wotrld in which we

live. Here too we mey say with the Bibles

HE HAS SET THE WORLD IN THEIR HEART.

And now let us see ourselves in the most private and confidential
gense, Have we fulfilled ourselves?
When a farmer leaves a portion of his field unplanted,
or when a factory falls back in production it is considered a
real loss. Consider the loss to humaenity when & person leaved
munfulfilled the premise of his special endowmenta;
Nearly every person I know has some special skill or ability
he knows conld b= “-vyeloped, but allows to die by sheer negkect.
Who has not written across the pages of his life some great
betraval? Who has not in his youth dreamed of some idealistic
servic e he would render, some cultural refinement he would seek
to attain some dav? What beceme of those fine ambitions?

In vouth we postponed them for a more mature agej



-6-

In maturity we put it off until we had money's

ey When we had money, we promised to do those things when he had
more times

And now, that meny of us have more time, what excuse Bhall we give

for leavine unfulfilled and betraying the dreams of our ycuth?

Grandme Moses, that remarkable women wheo will be 96 this Fridav,
end who began her career as an artist in her 8oies, should be
a challenge and a warning to each of usj; a challenge to tap
the undeveloped skills we have as she didj; and 2 warning

not to wait as long éa she did, for we might not live to be 96.

Who wants to serve humenitv? Listen to Henrik Ibsen who said:

"There is no way in which you can benefit society

more than bv ccining the metal vou have in véurself,."

—

Permit me to plead with you: Go on with self-improvement.
Do not neglect vour innate capeities wuntil they dimish and vou
feel like an empty shell.
Why not learn wisdom from the wise?
Benjamin Franklin, the greatest sage of the New World, said:
"There are three things extremely hard:

Steel, 2 diamond, and to know oneself."

Recognizine how we remain stransers to ourselves, Franklin made
2 determined effort to keep track of his dailv progress in

personalitv and charcter development. You are probebly familiar
with the system he devised, the little book in which he rated
hirgelf evary dav with reference to 13 basie virtues, and, 28 he

tells us in his ~utobiographv, a carnerstone of his system was to
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ask each morning: WHAT GOOD SHAIL I DO THIS DAY?
and each night: WHAT GOOD HAVE I DONE TODAY?

Jews, anticipating Franklin's system by 2000 years, ask the

gsame questions in their daily preyers. You might say that

in larere measure the Sabbath observame is alsec a fixed system of moral &

mental stock taking. If you do nct use your own religion's

svetem for self-improverent, as I know a good many of wvou do not,
——

what is wvour substitute® What will be wvour system for self-

improve® nt in this comineg vear?

Rabbi Eliezer Lippmen once discussed the coming of the Messish
with his friend Rabbi Hendel,
Tell me. Memnml ele, he agkéd, why has the promised Messiah not yvet
appreared?

Rabbi Mendel in replv quoted from the Book of Samuel ( I Sam 20.27)
WHY HAS THE SON OF JESSE NOT COME, EITEER TODAY OR YESTERDAY?

"The son of Jesse" ----gaid Rabbi Mendel, "Is the Messiah."

Why has he not come?

The answer is in the question itself: WHY HAS HE NOT COME EITHER
TODAY OR YESTERDAY?

Becauce we are todav no different than we were yesterdav.

(Newman Anthol. p.247 #2)

If there is no change in men's character, there will be no change in
s -

warld conditions. No world-improvement without self-improvement,
as the Bible tells uss HE HAS SET THE WORLD IN THEIR HEART
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- 2 _ Rosh Hash, Eve Septe 5,1056
"ZHE _WORID IN THEIR HEART

My friends,
My Biblieal text for tonight is & short sentence of only 4
Hebrew words from Ecclesiastes, chapter 3 verse 1l

HE HAS SET THE WORLD IN THEIR HEART,.

I shall soon return to the text, Mesanwhile, permit me to observe
that many a pulpit address tonight will feature a survey and
gummary of the year's highlights in world affairs. This very
minute, I am sure the majority of pulpits in synagog es throughout
the world reverberatie with elequent leectures on what has haprened
during the year and what was wrong with it.

You may be sure that it is not difficult to find mme very
substantial shortcomings in the world situatien, such as .

The continuation of the Cold War, or

The weakmess of the United Nations, or

The raecial bigotry in the South in oonnoctlbn with integration, ox
The short-dighted indifference of the Western Demmeracies

toward Aradb belligerency sgainst Israsel until they toe
became the vietims of it,

What e sson do these events teach us?
Is it not that the world is greatly lacking in justice, fairmindedeness,
honesty, mutual confidence and in the willingnese to share and cooperate?
No doubt it feels good to say so, and in saying so, to let of some steam
of righteous indignation, Especially if we could make our
indictment of world affairs with encugh heat and excitenent, we might
then go home believing that we have really made a noble eontribution
to the improvement of humenity.

But my fitends, we must not let the sins of the world divert our
attention from the sins we ourselves as individuals have committed,

The real prodblem is not the world, but we, the individusls
vho meke it what it is.
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I should like to convinece you tonight that what is wrong with
the world at large is exactly what is wrong with each of us
individually. The public sins are mno more tham men's private
sins mltirlied, magnified and projceted on the screen of
rublic affairs, The way to attack the evils in the world, then,
is to seek them at their source which is the charagter of the individusl.

As our text from Ecolesiastes suggests:
HE HAS §ET THE WORID IN THEIR HZART

It is the charagter of the individual which, for betitér or for
worse, determines the destiny of the whole world,

Dr Grisweld, President of Yale University, in & notable
address pointed ocut:
*There is no such thing as pudblie me ality; there is
enly & composite of privete morality,”

Thomes Jefferson who geve us our pelitical system alseo
warned us not to overrate the systems
"It is the manners and spirit of a people," he said,
"which preserve & republic in viger"®

And the current campaign in Soviet Russia against the Cult of Personality
whigch revealed S*alin's ghastly influence on a gemeration of Russien
h& tory, proves precisely how important phe personality facter is end
that, whatever the system, it is the character of the individual
that makes it good or bad,s JFor as the Bible says:

HE HAS SET THE WORLD IN THEIR HEART
Vorld-improvement starts with selfeimprovement «-«~that is the plain
meaning of our text,
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But friends, honewtly, what have we dene to improve ourselves?

Now, I don't mean to suggeast that we have been idde all year.

On the contrary, we have been very busy, building up our business,
enlerging our bank aceount, improving our home, raising ocur social
gtatus, trading in the old ear, washing machine or TV set for a better
model. In feet,we have been developing, emlarging and improving
just about everything ,--- execept the person within.

low, here is something to think abouty Vhat have we done
in a direect, planned and purposeful marmer for the improvement of our
own character and personality during this last year?

Host likely it did not even ccour to us that there was need
for charaeter improvement.

A rabbi once wisely pointed out thet the resl slavery in
Bgypt was not that the Israelites were oppressed, but that they
had gotten used te it. More serious than any pertigulsr fault or
defect, is that we have beecome used to our faults and defects,
that we are satisfied the way we are, smg, complacent, without
arbition to grow mentelly or merally above the present level.

At the start of our services we made the GShehbcheyonu
blessing in which we thanked God for kesping us alive unte tﬁu day.
Consider the wonderful miracle of our surviwal, In a year's time,
our heart, beating about 70 times per mimute, has had 364 million
heart-beats, or 364 milliem chances to stop beating, bdut it went
right ong and so did ell those innumemable automatic processes
such as digesting and bre=thing which constitute the miracle of life,
A greeious and mereiful Providence has lept us zlive. For what?
What are we doing with this gift of life? How well have kept it?
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A man had 2 songs To each he gave the same sum of meney end
sent then out into the world, The foolish one kept the mmount
well hidden in his pocket and after some aimde sp wandering
returned home showing his father that he still had the money.

But the wise son worked hard and returned home with a gre 't dezl more
than his father had given him,

What aceount ean we rerder before God for the soul He placed into
our keeping? Have we incressed the wvalue of the life He gave us?
Are webetter,wiser ? How much have we improred ourselves?

This should be a time of reckoning for us, a time of taking
stock, 2 time for massuring progress. Moses Mrimonides interprets
the blasts of the Shofar which we shall hear tomorrow as an
alarm to rouse us from apathy:

"Awake ye sle epers, sonsider yar deeds, improve your ways"

A good measuring yard for a person's ethical caliber is his
conduet toward his own family, Ihe Tana de-be Eliyeshu, & classic
#m Jewish Ethics, quotes the seying:

IF A MAY SIN AGAINST THOSE OF HIS OWN HOUSEHOLD,

HE VIIL INEVITABLY COME TO SIN AGAINST HIS NEIGHBCRS
How would you rate yourself in your role a&s husband or wife, or parenty
Vhat kind of brother or sister are you?

Fow are you treating your own aging parents?

Human relationships are not fixed. Even in the same family,
relationships are ever shifting and fluctuating, Without effort te
draw e¢loser to each other, we automatically drift apart.

Oh what differensce it would make in the strength of a marriage
if at least some of the care and consideration of courtship
could be saved for married life and maintain the glow of tendernezs
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end affectionate attention in the relationship of husbend and wife.
How conscious, hov alert, have nl been on the need to prevent
theslow deterioration of ocur fawily relationships?

I dmow of ne greater threat to the Jewish people than the
noticeable corruption of our famxily life, Though still perhaps
the highest ecomparetively speaking, we have certaindy declined
es ageinst our own standard of only a genssstion 2go.

Promiscuity among our youth, disloyalty and divorce are no longer
sensational rarities among us, It is universally recognized
that the family is the foundation of morelity and sets the

pace for the rise 2nd deoline of & eivilization,

By our homelife we either improve or corruyt the wodld in which we
live. Here too we may say with the Bibles

HE HAS SET THE WORID IN THEIR HEART.

And now let us see ourselves in the most private and confidential
sense, Have we fulfilled ourselves?
Vhen 2 farmer leaves a portion of his field unplanted,
or vhen a factory falls back in production it is consid ered &
reel loss, Consider the loss to humanity vwhen a person leaved
unfulfilled the premise of his specisl endowrents.
Vearly mry persen I know hag some speeial skill or ability
he knows could be developed, but allows to die by sheer negbect,
Who has not written across the pages of his life some great
betrayal? Vhe has not in his youth dreamed of some idealistie
gervic ¢ he would render, some cultural refinement he would seek
to attein some d=y? Whet became of those fine ambitions?
In youth we postponed them for a2 mere mature ageg
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In maturity we put it off until we had moneys

filgssy When we had money, we promised te¢ do those things when he hud
more timesg

And now, that meny of us have more time, what excuse Bhall we give

for leaving unfulfilled and betraying the dreams of our youth?

Grandma Moses, that remarkeble woren who will be ©6 this Friday,
and who begen her career as an artist in her 8eies, should be

e challenge and a warning to each of usjg a challenge to tap
the undeveloped skills we have as she did; and a warning
not to wait as long as ghe did, for we might not live to be 96,

Who wants to serve humanity? Listen to Henrik Ibsen who said:
*There is no way in which you can bensfit society
more than by eccining the metal you hnv;n in yéurself.”

|
r
|
|
!

Perudt me to p¥ad with you: Go on with self-improvement,
Do not negleet your immate capmities wuntil they dimish and you
feel 1ike an empty shell,
Vhy not learn wisdom from the wise?

Benjemin Frenklin, the greatest sage of the New World, saids

"There are three things extremoly hardi

Steel, a diamond, and to lmow oneself,"
Recognizing how we remain strangers to ourselves, Franklin mads
& determined effort to keep track of his daily progress im
personality and charcter develepment. You are probebly familiar
with the system he devised, the 1ittle book in which he rated
hingelf evary day with reference to 13 basie virtues, &and, o8 he
tells us in his sutobiograrhy, & carnerstone of his system wes to
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ask esa¢h mornings WHAT GOOD SHMALL I DO THIS DAY?
and each night:s WHAT GOOD HAYE I DONE TODAY?

Jews, anticipating Frenklin's system by 2100 years, ask the
sare questions in their daily prayers. You might say that
in lerge measure the Sabbath cbservarse is also a fixed system of moral &
mental stoek taking. If you do not use your own religion's
system for selfeimprovemtnt, as I know a good meny of you do not,
what is your substitutej VWhat will be ygpur system for self-
improvem nt in this coming year?

Rabbi Hliezer Lippuen once discussed the coming of the Messiah
with his friend Rabbi Mendels
Tell me, Mol ele, he makdd, why has the promised Messiah not yet

appreared?
Rabbi Mendel in reply quoted from the Book of Sammel ( I Sam 20.,27)

WHY HAS THE SON OF JESSE NOT COME, EITHER TODAY COR YLSTERDAYY

*The son of Jesse" ««<epaid Rabbi Mendel, “Is the Messish,"

Why has he not come?

The answer is in the question itselfs WHY HAS HE NOT COME BITHIR
TODAY OR YESTLEDAYY

(Newren Anthol. p.247 #2)
g: there is no change in men's character, there will be no change in
wokld conditions. No world-improvement without selfeimprovement,
es the Bible tells uss . HE HAS SET THE WORLD IN THEIR HEART



V'\ : WHAT 60@ IT DOES T o0 PRAY Rosh Hash. Morning FtD:x -Ap.2 1857
S ~  Sept 6, 1956
DIMFITS Froen PRAYIE —
GOD! SHARE AND MAN'S SHARE ZLPRARAEY

For some vears now 1 have devoted at least one sermon on the

High Holidavs to the subject of PRAYER.
The particular aspect I want to discuss this morning is thiss

WHAT IS GOD'S SHRRE
AND WHAT IS MAN'S SHARE IN THE BENEFITS FROM PRAYER?

The assumption is, of course, that we pray only because we believe it
to do some good. It would be a monstrous waste of time to spend
these hours merely talking to each other out of a boock, if neither

God nor we gained anything from it.

Now, tc the first side of the question:
WHAT IS GOD'S SHARE OF THE BENEFIT?

WHAT DOES HE GAIN FROM QUR PRAYERS%
e > 30> E? ki Y Jan TNIZ
Pgalm 65 begins: "Oh Thou that heareth Praver!"

Doegs that mean that God hears every praver ever spoken?
Frankly, I cannot believe that even God has the patiem e and
forbearance to accept all the prayers that are directed to Him,
A great many are not really prayers, but blasphemies ---insults
to the divine majesty.

A minister out on the sea-coast of Maine who wasn't sure
he should pray for rain as the congregation had requested, prayed:

"Thy servant has been #mportuned to pray for rain,

but Thou knowest, 0 Lord, that it is not so mmuoh rain

that is needed on these coast farms,as it is good o0ld barn

manure for the success of the crops of this community." (Z)
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Not very different in quality was the prayer of the
Northern preacher during the Civil Wars
"Oh God, we pray Thee to bless the rebels.
Ble ss their hearts with,repentance.
Ble ss their slavery ---with,emgncipation
Bless their armies, with --- defeat."

How quickly we try to make God a divine messenger boy running our
errands, ---- like the newspaperman who praved for his
eritically ill daughter:

"If vou spare her, God, I'llnever drink again"
Or, the businessman, faced with an operation, who prayed:
"Pull me through, God, and I'll give $500.~- to charity."

Is that prayer? What would the newspaper man do if his daughter died?
Become a dmunkard to get even with God$
And did the businessman think God needed & $500 bribe?

Couldn't an almighty God take care of His favorite charity any
1 :
time He wanted to? (g;>

I wonder what God thinks of those who make their annual
run to High Holidey services, sort of trying to get on the good
gside of the Lord Whom they ignore

hrermrestrmfrriremysemy 211 year 10ng’
and then, sitthere trying to strike a barcain this one day:
"You've been good to us ---we'll be good to you

djhlhl—
So be goo Jore and we'll be good more."



Perhaps it would be to our advantage if He were not a God

whc heﬂ.reth prayer. For L e Y B o T T B B T T S W IE

how can He be pleased with some of these prayerbook recitations
which some of us give with the same fire and excitement

the radio announcer has in his early morning grain market reports.

Sowe of
ke wove S‘Opfms‘(ﬁ{pfhm ws $ay "Te Pracabool is stale " Lhif ﬂ-’, T Bdea 15 TACIr D ﬂ.’ﬂ. is Sfale_ .

Can this isless nical murbling which some of us pass off as

ded
prayer, can this reading exercise with the eye on ﬁz,watch,

be calleda SERVICE ¢

With all my heart I believe God wants our prayers ag a service,

but does He zet a true service from us?

That is to say, is there in our prayers the essential serving of God,
: A

a true hux‘n'bli:;, oo%raellwre:ﬁ:ml ? A (ruslﬂ-j o{ fre ejﬂ :

Do we realize as we ahou_IE_,Re we, dust and ashes who spring

up like grass in the morning, and in the evening is cut down and

e walk: aos s bho are taden a fav-fo&ar-'s Suspended SeuNese fa’eafz\_ Wl
withereth, A% address ourselves in prayer to the One who Faae

is the very esseme of Life? When we come with submission, surely

"A broken and contrite heart, O God,

Thou wilt not despise"

PSalm 51.19

But why shonld He want our submission? Why our service?
I venture to guess that He wants our service not for Himelf but for
our own good. A father who does not have the child's resrect ean
not teach and rsuide that child. - A real, genuine prayer service.
by turning ws to God in an attitude of resypect and reverence,
puts us in the mood to receive divine instruction and eguidance.
Praver is preparation for obedience to God , and in that sense

it mist be pleasing to our Heavenly Father,
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Now to the other side of the questions
WHAT IS MAN'S SHARE OF THE BENEFIT IN PRAYER?

There are skeptical voices like those of Omar Khayam which

deny the power of prayver to influence the course of life:

The Moving Finger writes, and, having writ,
Moves ons nor all your Piety nor Wit
Shall lure it bYack to cancel half a Line

Nor all y6ur Tears wash out a Word of it.

On the other hand,
SEbrrishe it

bl e T e recognizeJthe value of prayer:
The poet Tennvson affirmed:
"More things are wrought by prayers than this
world dreams of."
The worldly-wise Benjamin Franklin pleaded with the Constitutional
Assenbly in Philadelphia to seek help from prayer by starting each
session with an invocations
"The longer I 1ive? said the 81 year old Franklin,
the more convincing proof I see of this truth, that

God governs in the affairs of men."

The Harvard philopher Heocking, speaking of the most precious

things in life, said:
"Worship is the whole which includes them all"

And the eminent surgeon, George David Stewart, once told his students

at N.Y. University:




=D

"The time spent on the knees in prayer
will do more to remedy heart strain

and nerve worry than anything else."

An amazing variety of benefits has been attributed to prayer.
I should like to cla.aai_f,v them all in 2 groups.
First come all thoseuf::(:{[x would put under the heading of
PSYCHOLOGIUAL BENEFITS of which the best example is the

cleansing effect of prayer.

Our mind, like a bwsy desk, quickly sets cluttered up

which make s clear and effective/:f-ﬁ’:;citioninz'ever more difficult,
0ld problems &nd worries have a way of piling up.
There is wise insight in the idiomatic phrase:

"He needs some straigh ening out" ey "/“"‘a‘% "“:-‘-‘:‘:-/
s

Indeed, we must from time to time do somethine for a clean, fmemsh

new feeling inside, for a fresh start in life's strugele, ﬁ' W powspedt ine

Ah Suwvsebastq ded pon Bashs 2 d
People whe pray wil say that is rrecisely what they get out of

prayer. At the end of the service there is that fresh, new feeling,
almost like beingrebarn. Order has been restored inside, ---
things, values y are again in their proper places , where they

belong. Psalm 23 says so with the pezase: HE RESTORETH MY SOUL.

If we long deprive ourselves of this ventilation through prayer,
we come to feel like a room with all windows shut, and shades down ---
dark, stuffy and unclean inside.

Our poet Solomon ibn Gabirol alluded to this condition
from which prayer rescues uss

Vhen all within is dark
And I my soul despises

From me I turn to Thee,
And find love in Thine eyes.
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Purification, a feeling of being worthy again in God's sight,
is the most widely recognized benefit from prayer.
At least that is what the Psalmist hoped to get out of prayer:
Purce me and I shall be clean
Create in me a clean heart 0 God
And renew a steadfast sprit within me
Ps, 51. 9, 12

The se@ond group of berefits, which may be even more important,
might be called the tangible experience of deliverance and
results from
galvation which sometimes foftfowm praye r.
Now it is of course undeniably true that many of our prayers

are not answered. Nor shounld thev be,

The popular novelist A.J, Cronin once admitted:
"If the good Lord had been weak enough to give me

what I wanted, He would have ruined me." (::)

A wit warns us: "Be careful what you prayv for,
because you might get it."

In this connection, I m ight mention what is perhaps the wisest of
2ll prayers, the one by Plato:

"Lord of Lords, grant us the good whether we pray for it or not,

but evil keep from us, even though we pray for it."
But wise and clever statements can nd*lb convince us of the value
afiffeiriveness of prayer a?&uch a8 the actual experience and the

ready testimony of people who found deliverance through prayer.

e




-7
Take , for example, the case of J.0, Penney. (::)
After building up a multi-million dollar chainstore ‘business,
J.C, Penney wag guddenly wipeéd out during the Depression.

By 1832 he had lost 2l1ll the stock in the Penney stores he had founded
Tr—mverthe-oounss¥. He wound up in a sanatorium, a beaten,

despondent men of 58. Wallking softly along a corridor, one night,

he heard an old familiar hymn:
Be not dismayed whate'er betide.
God will takec care of youes..
The music grew clearer, the words distinct:
All you may need, He will provide
God will take care of you....
fonely and sad, from friends apart....
No matter what may be the teet ...
God will take care of you....

Let me quote J,C, Penney's own words:

I entered the chapel, sank down into a geat at the back.,
Quietly someone read a passage from Scripture,

In the next few moments something hapnened to me.

I have never been able to explain it clearly ...I believe
it was a miracle, I had a feeling of being lifted, out
of an immensity of dark space into a spaciousness of warm
and brilliant sunlight.....@0d with His boundless and
matchlessly patient love was there to help me.ss.....

I came out of that room a different man, renewed.....

This was the turning point in his illnese and his life. He recovered,
regained control of his business and now, still board chairman of
J.C. Penney at the age of 80 he recently saw the 1,655th store of his
chain open up in Houston. Nearly all his time has for many years

been devoted to religious and philonthropic affairs.



Why shall we pray?
Because the unerring instinct of mankind found prayer

to be the way to God and His help.
The benefits from prayer are unpredictable ---we may ask for one thing.
and get another, It's like the boy who had only a woven basgket
with which to fetch some water, and despite many attempts, was unable
to retain it in the basket.

"oh, what a waste of time" exclaimed the boy,

"Don!T gay the t) replied his mother, SEE HOW MUCH CLEANER ‘

THE BASKET GOY.

hever
Nq’prayer 194wasted --it does some good, , though not always

what we expect.

As Harry Emerson Fosdick put it:
GOD DOES NOT ALWAYS ANSWER THE PETITION
BUT HE ALWAYS AVSWERS THE MAN.
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Rosh Hash, nﬂm
Sept 6, 1986

GOD' SHARE AND MAN'S SHARE IN PRAYER

For some years now I have devoted at least one sermon on the
High Holidays to the subjeet of PRAYER.
The particular espect I want to discuss this morning is thiss

WHAT IS GOD'S SHARE
AND WHAT IS MANT™S SHAREL IN THE BENEFITS FROM PRAYERY

The assumption is, of course, that we pray only because we believe it
to de some good. It would be & monstrous waste of time to spend
these hours merely talking to each other cut of & book, if neither

God nor we gained anything from it.

Now, to the first side of the question:
WHAT IS GOD'S SHARE OF THE BENEFITY?
WHAT DOES HE GAIN FROM OUR PRAYERS?

Pealm 65 begins: *Oh Thou that heareth Prayeri"®

Does that mean that God hears every yrayer ever spoken?
Frankly, I cannot believe that even God has the patierr e and
forbearance to accept all the prayers that are directed to linm,
A great many are not really prayers, but blasphemies ---insults
to the divine majesty.
A minister out on the sea-coast of lMaine who wasn't sure
he should pray for rain as the congregation had requested, prayed:
"Thy servant has been fmportuned to yray for rain,
but Thou Ikmowest, 0 Lord, that it is not so mme¢h roin
that is needed on these coast farms,as it is good old barn
mapure for the success of the crops of this comomnity,*
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Yot very different in quality was the prayer of the
Yorthern preacher during the Civil Vars
"Oh God, we pray Thee to bless the rebels.
Ble ss their hearts with,repentance.
Bl ss their slavery --vith.miptu@__
Bless their armies, with e« defeat."

How quickly we try to make God 2 divine messenger boy running our
om-. wewwe like the newspeperman vho prayed far his
eritieally 111 daughter:s

"If you spare her, God, I'llnever drink again®

Or, the businessmen, faced with an operation, who prayeds
"Pull me through, God, and I'll give §500.~ to charity."

Is that prayer? VWhat would the newspaper men do if his daughter died?
Become & drunkard to get even with God}

And did the businessman think God needed a §$500 bribe?

Couldn't an almighty God take ecare of His favorite charity any

time He wanted to?

I wonder what God thinks of those who make their annual
run to High Holidey servieces, sort of trying to get on the geod
side of the Lord Whom they ignore thempestrmfmtisogeesy 2ll year long,
and then, sit here trying te strike a bargain thies one day:

"You've been good to us «-~we'll be good to you

(R
Se be goo Amere and we'll be good more,"
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Porhaps it would be to our advantage if He were not 2 God
Who heareth prayer,  For sfisiiem

: how ¢an He be pleased with some of these prayerbook recitations
which some of us give with the same fire and excitement

the vadio announcer has in his early morning grain market reports,Somes(
e move Sophisticated dmong ks 53y "M%nawbuh is stale." They mean "Their oum faith ,-', stale "
- Can this listless, mechanieal mabling whi some of us pass off as

;
' prayer, ecan this recding exercise with the eye on our wateh,
be ealled a SERVICE ¢%
With all my heart I believe God wants our prayers 2s g gervies,
but does He get a true serviee from us?
That is to say, is there in our ppayers the essential gerying of God,
e true humbling ourselves before Him ? 3 crhsl'-'-an o{ lee g—* e
IF Do we raaliu,u we should, tlset we, dust and sshes who syring
! up like grass in the morning, and 1in the evening is cut down and
Whe are tandac 3 donporap L Swspindel Selias o ofentr.
withereth, ( Vestemg address ourselves in prayer' to the One whe
is the very essem e of Life? When we come with submission, surely
"A broken and contrite heart, 0 God,

Thou wilt not despise"

PSaln 51,19

But vhy shonld He want our submission? Vhy our service?

I venture to guess that He wants our service not for Himelf but for

our own good. A father who does not have the o!;i.ld'. respect san
not teach and guide that child, A real, genuine prayer service,

by turning us to God in an attitude of respeet and reverence,

puts us in the mood to receive divine instruction and "!guidan«-

Prayer is preparatién for cbedience to God , and in ﬁjlhat sense

it must be pleasing to our Heavenly Father, "
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Now to the other side of the questions
VHAT IS MAN'S SHARE OF TuE BEVEFIT IN PRAYERY

Thers ere skeptiesl voices like those of Omar Khayam which
deny the power of prayer to influence the course of life:

The Moving Finge» Writes, aud, heving writ,
Moves ons mor all your Piety nor Vit
Shall Jure it baek to canecel half o Line
Wor #1l1 yéur Tears wash out a Vord of ite

orldc -

A
; _,Q&\”- ] Pe. Oe: . A
On the other hand, + A 4 . w h .
M recognized the value of prayers
The poet Tenmyson affirmed: \ X

"More things are wrought by prayers than this |
Wworld dreams of,"*

The vorldly-wise Benjamin Franklin pleaded with the Constitutional
Assenbly in Philadelphia to 866k hely from prayer by ate.rt'!_,'rsg each
session with an invoecations - t‘

"The longer I live, said the 81 Yyear old Franklinm,

the more sonvineing proof I ses of this truth, that |
God governs in the affairs of men.*

The Harverd philepher Hocking, speaking of the most precious |
things in l/iro. said;

"Woship is the whole which includes them all®

And the ; ent surgeon, Gecrge Dwu Stewart, once texd his students

at N.Y. "Uninrutyn
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"The time spent on the knees in prayer
- will do more to remedy heart strain
and nerve worry than anything else."

An amazing variety of benefits has been attributed to prayer.
I should like to eclessify them all in 2 groups.
First come 211 those I would put under the heading of
PSYGIOI-OGM BENEFITS of which the best example iz the
ecleansing -'orfut of prayer.

Our mind, like & bmsy desk, quickly gets eluttered up

which rele s clear and nrmsu":rugﬁumg ever more difficult,
014 problems &nd worries have a way of piling up.
There is wise insight in the idiematiec phrase:

"He needs some @M&")mcamg heis '&:smdml:,.fmes;j;f d:?

Indeed, we must from time to time do semething for a clean, Hummin
new feeling inside, tor a fm mm in life's struggle, Mps rrpective
-lg:;plo whe pray wil uy t is moiuly what they get oufof 2
prayers At the end of the service there is that fresh, new feeling,
almost like 'bein#e’bm-n. Order has been restored inside, ~--
things, velues , are again in their proper places , where they
belong. Psalm 23 says so with the phsases HE RESTORETH MY SQUL,

It wo'l long deprive ourselves of this ventilation through prayer,
we come to feel like a room with all windows shut, end shades dovn «--
dark, stuffy and unclean inside. :

Otlr:“pnt Solomon ibn Gabirol alluded to this condition
from Ihiah_?pnycr rescucs usi

ﬁm 2ll within is dark
._aud I my soul despise;
Prom me I turn to Thee,

‘_l'.nd Tind love in Thine eyes.
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Purifieation,
is

& feeling of being worthy again in Ged's sight,
the most widely recognized benefit from prayer,

At lesst thet is vhat the Psalmist hoped to get out
Purge me and I shall be clean

of prayer;

Create in me & e¢lean heart 0 God
And renew a steadfagt srrit within me

Ps, Bl1, U. 12

The segond group of bemefits, whieh ey be even more important,

might be called the tangible experience of deliverance and
results from
Balvetion which sometimes Exifiows praye r,

Now 11: 1: of course ndnubu true that meny of our pmyaru
are not ansurod Nor should thoy be.

/The pepuler nevelist A.Te Cronin onee admitteds

“If the geod Lord had been vesk snough te give me
what I wanted, He would have ruined me."

A wit warns uss "Be eareful what you pray for,

because you might get it,.*

In this connection, I m ight mention what is rerhaps the wisest of

all prayers, the one by Plates

"Lord of Lords, grant us the £ood whether we Pray for it or not.

but evil keep from us, even though we ypray for it."

But wise and clever staterents cen never eonvinee us of the value

nffmekivenean of prayer nﬁuuh as the actusl experience and the

ready testimony of Pecple who found deliverance through prayer,
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Take , for example, the case of J.C., Penney.
After building up a multi-million dollar chainstore lggptness,
J.0. Penney was suddenly wipéd out during the Danraasi'n.
By 1232 he had lost all the stock in the Penney stores he had founded
all over the country. He wound up in a sanatorium, a beaten,
despondent man of 56. Walking softly along a corridor, one night,
he heard an old familiar hymm:

Be not dismayed whate'er betide.

‘God will take care of you....
The music grew clearer, the words distinct:

All you may need, He will provide

God will take care of you....

fonely end sad, from friends apart....

Vo watter what may be the test ...

God will take care of you....

Let me quote J.C. Penney's own wordss

T entered the chapel, sank down into a seat at the back.
Quietly someone read a vassage from Scripture.

In the next few moments something havoened to me,

I have never been able to explain it clearly ...l believe
it was a miracle, T had a feeling of being 1ifted, oﬁt
of an immensity of dark space into a spaciousness of warm
and brilliant sunlight.....@0d with Hie boundlese and
matchlessly patient love was there to help me.......

I came out of that room a different man, renewed.....

This was the turning point in hie illness and hie 1life. He recovered,
regained control of his business and now, still board chairman of

J.C. Penney at the age of 80 he recently saw the 1,655th atore of his
chain open up in Houston. Wearly &ll his time hag for many yesrs

been devoted to religioue and philonthropic affairs.



Why shall we pray?
Becauee the unerring instinct of mankind found prayer

to be the way to God and His helyp.
The berefits from prayer are unpredictable ---we may ask for one thing,
and get another, It'e like the boy who had only a woven basket
with which to fetch sgome water, and deegpite many attempts, was unable
to retain it in the basket.

*oh, what a waste of time" exclaimed the boy.,.

"Don'T say timt) replied his mother, SEE HOW MUCH QLEAVER

THE BASKET GO9.

mever

no)prayer 1%Afaatod --it dco:_:g:g_gac :

what we expect.

W, though not alwaye

As Harry Emerson Fosdick put it: J
GOD DOES NOT ALWAYS ANSWER THE PETITTON,
"BUT HE ALWAYS AVSVEZRS THE MAN. 54
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Ps. 78.38; But He, being full of compaseion,
forgiveth iniquity, and destroyeth not;

Yea, many timesg doth He turn His anger away,

r———_huh And doth not stir up all His wrath



[ TAGHLI K-
| Micah 7.18-20 Who is a God like unto Thee, that pardoneth iniquity

; And paseth by the transgression of the remnant of His
4 heritage? He retaineth not His anger for ever,
Because He delighteth in mercy.

He will again have compassion upon us;

He will subdue our iniquities;

And Thou wilt cast all their sins @#nto the

o= 7/ w d_e_pths of the sea.
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Kol Nidre 1956
TWQ_WAYS_OF FORGIVENESS

Once again the world stands at the brink of war.
It is with anxious hearts that we await the news from the
ancient land of the River Nile. Thergiﬁgéégq;;; history as
a people in the days of Jacob whose gifted son Joseph governed
Egyp?/and gave it an era of peace and prosperity.
What Egypt now needs is a ruler like Joserh, a man of patient
wisdom, 2 man able to swallow his pride and conquer resentment.

Futwr e historians will look &a@k upon the Suez Canal crisis
as 2 conflict caused primarily by wounded pride and thifst for
vengeance., The crisis began, as we 2ll know, when the Western
powers cancelled the offer of economic aid to Egypt, and Col.

6., taks

Nasser,in a fit of reaentnenﬁ,retaliated the

2
Suez Canal.

Who can count all the follies committed by human beings under
the prompting and inspiration of resentment?

Untold suffering ﬁaa been caused in Polities, in Ecconomics &
in Religion by the poisonous brew of grudges and resentments.
A grudge , now 20 centuries old, still leaves its bloodstains
on the relationship of Jews and Christians.
A few months ago, I heard a federal labor relations expert
say that when a strike starts, in most cases, the issue boils down
to personalities and their grudges. He illustrated with an
incident at the signing of a new contradt after days of difficult
negotiations. The elated President of the Co., about to initial
the agreement, turned to the Union representatives and said:

Gentlemen, now that we settled this strike,

be my guests for dinner tonight.
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To which one resentful union leader replied:
I'd rather be seen dead than at your table.
Whereupon the head of the Co. tore up the agreement and

700 emrloyeces were out of jobs for another 3 weeks.

Perhaps the deepest and deadliest resentments are those
we fam against people ordinarily closest to us such as
professional associates, friends and family.

To how many of us applies Oscar Wilde's biting statement:

"Children begin by loving their parents.,
After a time they judge them,
Rarely do they forgive them,"

There is no hatred more vile than that which rises from long
smoldering resentments and grudges between parents and children,
between brothers and sisters and,most unhappily, between husband
and wife.

I saw a very timely editorial in the current issue of
American Judaism magazine, entitled: ARE YOU A GRUDGE - BEARER?
The question is inspired by the greatest ethical commandment ever

given -- which we shall read from the Torah tomorrow afternoon --
Lev. 19.18: THOU SHALT NOT TAKE VENGEANCE, NOR BEAR ANY GRUDGE,
BUT LOVE THY NEIGHBOR AS THYSEIF.

"Bearing a grudge " is the biggest obstacle to decent
humen relations ---and so, on Yom Kippur, on this day of
reconciliation and fao giv eness, it is most appropriate to ask:

ARE YOU A GRUDGE - BEARER
DO YOU HARBOR RESENTMENTS ¢



-3

Of course you do! All human beings are guilty in that
respect. The real question: is not whether you bear a grudge,

but what can you do about it *°

Someone once saids Nobody ever forgets where he buried the

hatchet. If it is against human nature to forget, — —

e

how can we learn to fozive?

How can we remove the bitterness which fromiime to time erows up

between us and our fellow man% /

The first step closer to fwziveness is suzgested in a wise little

poem by Edgar Guest, entitled "Self-Test"

If you can laugh as you review
The various foolish things you do ,
You will be certain while you live

Another's follv to fa give.

Before we condemn the feults and follies of others, should we

not consid er the foolish thinzs we do?

Is any of us perfect?

A man prayed: "O Lord, take away this wicle d person!

And God said: Which?

Vearly alW ays the faults we see in others are also in ourselves,
only we are not looking in that direction.

In the War of 1812 the British, as everybody knows, burned
Washington, our national Capitol. But why did the British do that?



e

Very few Americans know that, but the answer is because

one year earlier Americans had burned the Canadian Capitol of

York., now known as Toronto.

Self-criticism is a rare virtue in nations as well as in

individuals.

Are we not like the little girl who defined Conscience
as something.in-me that tells me when my brother Johnny is doing
wro;;;###__ﬁﬂﬁf__

We train our children to be that way.
When does a child ever hear an adult admit wrone?
Ever vy household has a certain nurber of scraps. The majority
are nothing but erying over spilled milk, +the issue being 3

Whose fault was it, yours or mine?

Does a child ever see & parent humbly accept blame?
More likelv the lesson parents teach by their example is,

no matter how wrong, ---never admit it.

This hardened refusal to see fault within oneself is the rock on

which many a marriage Ras been broken,

Emerson suggested that the time a person really grows up
is the moment he concentrates on the coreection of his own faults

instead of those of his neighbors
"Every man takes care that his neighbor shall not cheat him,

—

But a dayv comes when he begins tdﬁzéke care that he does not

i
-

cheat his neighbor. Then all goes well.,"




HMost of our resentments and erudges would dissolve in the acid

of honest self criticism ---if only we were man enough to apply it.

kol Confitsaim ASides of Fouvofiaane
ko 1’3ﬁ ( bf 2 [-Liltgi**

The second ™ thod which may help us get rid of grudges is suggested
in Ben AZzai's remarkable statement in Pirke Abot, 4@ the Sayings
of the Fathers:

DESPISE NO Hﬂﬁ,FOR THERE IS NO MAN BUT HAS HIS DAY
Abot 4.3

We persistently under-rate people.

When the 22 year old Alexander the Great prepared to battle
the Persian empire, King Darius III expressed his contemptuous
estimate of the future world conqueror in a letter which ended with
the words:

"I send you a whip and a bally the latter that you

may amuse yourself with a diversion suitable to

Your age; the famer, to serve for your chastisment,.,"

This gross under - estimate of young Alexander's capabilities
cost Darius his kingdom. Similar miscalculations of the
people we deal with may be most expensive errors in our personal

and business relations.



Nobody really knows wia t another person is capable of"} bﬂ/r—
Bsvecially dangerous 1is a charactcr judgement,

In Marseilles once lived a qu@er man, known as the
"WMiser of Marseilles". He had hoarded a fabulous treasure, but
never spent monev and lived as a beggar in rags. Naturally,
he wag the object of universal contempt and ridicule.

His will published after his death was guite a surprise.

He left all hismoney to the city for the building of
an aqueduct so that the poor people of larseilles
might have fresh, pure water. For this purpose, he

sddd: "I vowed to save money"
AR I U

Whenever the President of an organization or the chairman of

a committee tells me with resentment about certain people who
refuse to 1lift a finger, who give nothing, and, for all intents and
purposes, are wa thless, I quote my favorite line from

Pirke Abot; Ben Azzai's :

DESPISE NO MAN, FOR THERE IS NO MAN BUT HAS HIS DAY

The daily rewspapers justify confil ence in people's potential goode ss.

Again and agein I read items such as the one about a certain

Paul Kolber who died last year in nearby Philadelyphia at the '
age of 77, leaving $500.000 to the Federation of Jewish Charities.
The interesting fact is thet Paul Kolber did not begin to take part
in Jewish community until the age of 68, and only a few years before

his death did he join & synagogue for the first time.

THERE IS NO MAN BUT HAS HIS DAY
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The final moral estimate of a man can not be given as long

as he is alive. The wa st of characters may redeem themselves

in a sudden reversal, which may be wir t Judah the Prince,

author of the Mishnah had in mind with his remarks:

"There are those who attain the world to come ¥ many years

and there are those who attain it in a single hour"

(liontef. Anthol. # 842)

How can we fargive and reconcile ourselves with those who  fend us?

The two mthods I suggested were happily brought together in the sayving
of a Chassidie Rabbis

The Almighty cregated us with 2 eyes: with one

to see our own faults, and with the other

to see our neighbor's virtues.

Vo) b1 0 PHEAY 2 b8 g0 FRRRS: 00 FLTD 530 b

But maybe still better is the advice Israel

Baal Shem Tov gave to the woman who complained how mean her son was to her
"What shall I do ? --cried the woman.

Rabbi Israel answered simply: LOVE HIM MORE,



_ Kol Nidre 1956
TWO_WAYS_OF FORCIVENESS

Once again the world stands at the brink of war.
It is Qith anxious hearts that we await the news from the
ancient land of the River lNile. There began our history as
a people in the days of Jacob whose gifted son iosoﬁh governed
Egypt and gave_it.an era of peace and prosperity.
WVhat Egypt now nceds is a ruler like Joseprh, a man of patient
wisdom, a man able to swzllow his pride and conquer resentment,

Future historians will look vack upon the Suez Conal erisis
as & confliet caused primarily by wounded pr1d§ and thrist for
vengeance. The crisis began, as we 211 know, when the Western
“powers eancelled the offer of econonﬁ§ aid to EZgypt, and Col.
Nesser in a fit of resentment rlt&liated with the seizurcof the
Suez Canal.
. Who ean count all the follies committed by human beings under
the yprompting and inspiration of resentment?

Untold suffering hes been caused in Folities, in Economies &
in Religion by the poisonocus brew of grudges and resentments,
A grudge , ﬁow 20 centuries old, still leaves its bloodstains
on the relationship of Jews $ild Dhrietisns.
A few months ago, I heard a federal labor relations expert
pay that when a strike starts, in rost cases, tps issue boils down
to personzlities and their grudges. He illustreted with an
incident at ihi signing of a new contract after day- of diffieult
negotiations. The elated P?e-ident of the Co., &about to initial
the agreement, turned to the Union roﬁrunentativbl and saids

Gentlemen, now thet we settled this strike,
be nuy guests for dinner tonight.
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To which one resentful union leader replied:
I'd rather be seen dead than at your table.
Whereupon the head of the Co. tore up the agreement and

700 emrloyces were out of jobe for another 3 weeks.

Perhaps the deepest and deadliest resentments are those
we fam against people ordinarily closest to us such as
professional assoclatee, friends and family,

To how many of us applies Oscar Wilde's biting statenent:

#"Children begin by loving their parents.
After a time they judge them.
Rarely do they forgive them."

There is no hatred more vile than that which rises from long
smoldering resentments and grudges between parents and children,
between brothers and sisters and,most unhappily, between husband
and wife.

I saw & very timely c¢ditorial in the current issue of
American Judaism magagine, entitleds: ARE YOU A GRUDGE - BEARERY
The question is inspired by the greatest ethical comuandment ever

given -« which we shall read from the Torah tomorrow afternoon --
Lev. 19.18: THOU SHALT NOT TAKE VENGEANCE, NOR BEAR ANY GRUDGE,
BUT 1OVE THY NEIGHBOR AS THYSELIF,

“Bearing & grudge " is the biggest obstacle to decent
human relations ---and so, or Yom Kippur, on this day of
reconciliation and feo giveness, it is most appropriate to ask:

ARE YOU A GRUDGE « EEARER
DO YOU HARBOR RESENTIENTS ¢
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Of course you do! All humen beings are guilty in that
resypect, The real quutiong is not whether you bear a grudge,
but what can you do about it ¢

Someone once salds Nobody ever forgetes where he buried the
hatchet. Im.againnt humen nature to forget,
how cen ve learn to fegive?
How can we remove the bitterness which fromtime to time grows up

between us and our fellow many

The first step closer to foziveness is suggested in & wise little
poem by Edgar Guest, entitled "Self-Test"

If you can laugh as you review

The various foolish things you do ,
You will be certain while you live
Another's folly to far give.

Before we condemn the foults and follies of others, should we
not consid er the foolish things we do?

Is any of us perfeect?

A man preyed: "0 lord, take away this wicle d person!
And God paid: Which?

Nearly always the faults we see in others are also in ourselves,
only we are not looking in that direction.

In the War of 1812 the British, as everybody knows, burned
Washington, our national Capitel. But why did the British do that?y
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Very few Americans lmow that, but the answer is because
one year earlier Americens had burned the Canadian Capitol of

York, now known as Toronteo.

Self-criticism 15 & rare virtue in nations as well as in

individuals,

Are we not like the little girl who defined Conscience
as sorething in me that tells me when my brother Johnny ig doing

We train our children to be that way,
When does a child ever hear an adult admit wrong?
Every household has a certain number of scraps. The majority
are nothing but erying over spilled milk, +the issue belng 3
WVhoee feult was it, yours or mine?

Does a child ever see a parent humbly aeccept blame?
More likely the lesson parents teach by their example is,

no matter how wrong, --enever admit it.

This hardened refusal te see fault within oneself is the rock on
vhich many e marriage Mas been broken,

Emerson suggested that the time a person reslly grows up
is the moment he concentrates on the corpeetion of his own faults
instead of theose of his neighbors
"Every man takes care that his neighbor shall not cheat him,
But a day comes when he begins to take care that he does not
cheat his neighbor. Then all goes well.,"”



Most of our resentments and grudges would dissclve in the acid

of honest self eriticism «--if only we were man enough to apply it.

L 2 a8 5 ]

The second m thod which may help us get rid of grudges is suggested
in Ben AZgai's remarkzble statement in Pirke Abot, in the Sayings
of the Fathers:

DESPISE NO MAN,FOR THERE IS NO MAW BUT HAS HIS DAY
Abot 4.3

Ve persistently under-rate people.

When the 22 year old Alexander the Grezt prepared to battle
the Persian empire, King MSu III expressed his contemptuous
estimate of the future voud’" conqueror in a letter which ended with
the words: g

"I send you a wvhip and & ball; the latter that you

may amise yourself with a diversion suitable to

your ages the fn'/n.r, to serve for your chastisment,”
This gross under - .oltipéo of young Alexander's capabilities
cost Dyrius his kingde"’i. Similar miscalculations of the
people we dezl with may be most expensive errors in our personal

and business relations,



b

Nobody really knows via ¢ anetln:’ person is capable of,
Egyvecially dangerous 1s 2o chamtaz"' Judgement,

In Merseilles once lived & quuer man, known as the
"iiser of larseilles". He had hoarded & fabulous treasure, bui
never spent money and lived as a beggar in regs, Naturally,
he was the objeet of universal contempt and ridicule,
His will published after his death was guite a surprise.

He left a2ll hismoney to the city for the building of
an aqueduct so that the poor people of lMarseilles
might have fresh, pure water, ¥For this purpose, he
sddd: "I vowed to save money"

Whenever the President of an organization or the chairman of

a2 committee tells me with resentment about certain people who
refuse to 1ift a finger, vho give nothing, and, for all intents and
purposes, are we thless, I quote my favorite line from

Pirke Aboty; DBen Azzai's 3

DESPISE NO MAN, FOR THERE IS NO MAN BUT HAS HIS DAY

The daily mewspapers justify confil ence in people's potential goodw ss.

Again and agein I read items such as the one about a cert:=in

Paul Kolber who died last year in nearby Philadeiyphia at the

age of 77, leaving $500,000 to the Federation of Jewish Charities,
The interesting faet is that Paul Eolber did not begin to take part
in Jewish commmmity until the age of 68, and only a few years before
his death did he join a2 synegogue for the first time.

THEEE IS NO MAN BUT HAS HIS DAY
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The final moral estimnte of & man can not be given as long
as he is alive, The we st of charagters may redcem themselves
in a sudden reversal, wvhich mey be wia t Judah the Prince,
author of the Mishnah had in mind with his remarks

"There are those who attain the world to come in many years
and there are those who attain it in & single hour"

(Montef. Anthol, # 842)
How can we fargive and reconcile ourselves with those vho o fend us?

The two mthods I suggested were happily brought together in the saying
of a Chaosaidie Rabbis

The Almighty cregted us with 2 eyes: with one
to see our own faults, and with the other

to see our neighbor's virtues.

Phrewemrenpead But maybe still better is the advice Israel

Baal Shem Tov gave to the woman who complained how mean her son was to her
"What shall I do 7 =-oried the woman,

Rabbi Isreel ansvered simply: LOVE HIM MORE,



Yom Kippur 1956
ON_BEING HONEST

A well known clergymen in New York once dfined = preacher as
one whose jJob it is to corfort the affld ted and to affld ¢t
the corfortable, The prophet Isiah fully measured up to
this definition a8 we can see from today's Haftarah,

His frenkness is ruthless, almost irritating,
After 25 centuries Iseish's grest Yor Kippur sermon still hits home,
Consider hip main point: So you think that meny hoursk of
praying and festing makes you religious? Not at 2ll ---in fact,
Isiahe suggests , you may be naking e mockery of religions

"Behold, ye fast for strife and contention,
eand to smite with the fist of wickedness,."
Is. 58.4

Isaiah knows that this sudden outpouring of the magses, this prayingid

end fasting, does not necessarily prove that anything has riam
changed in our charagter and in our ways. Despite the fast and all ,

we shail go on tomorrow as we were yesterdayy; in all likelihood,

no radical change of conduet will fellew our fest,

Soon it will again be the same old mutual abuse , the same
exploitation and strife by which people manage to mae each

other miserable in their deily life. How deoes Isaizh know?

Because that's the way we acted Jlast year and the year before.

Ve make a2 great show of sanctity on Yom Kippur, but what comes of

it? After all the religious flag-wvaving of the high holidays
comes the spirituzl emptiness of another year.
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"Is such the fagt I have chosen ¢ " Isddah asks in the name of
God, "The day" «--<this gne day --- for a man te
affliet his soul?

God wants from us not an annual parade of religion on
this one day, but a religious way of life the year round.
In other words, Isaish raises the big question of honesty.
respect for
How earnest, now sineere, how honest is our mpugmmizntm the standards

of Religion?

v/jéj_ikthe question which will concerm us this morning.
L

During these hours of -%l}lj ve Qm‘n been md&ng)pa.gu of the
finest meml prlnciphu agseubled in any one book.
Ve my(hn.'ro &o] 211 kinds of werthy resolutions for the mew year,
Occseicnally during these scrvices & mystic feeling (may heve Femeved
within u:,ﬁli:hk: mon-t God tnd tho wheole household of Israel.
Tdealistic impulses (mey hnv% rouh@_d} our hearts in moments of
silent meditation. n..;OL;

HOW CAN VE IAXED ALL THESE G60DINFECENCES IAST 7
WHAT WIIL BE THEE TEST THAT THESE HOLIDAYS FAVE RBAILLY DONE US
SOME GOOD? VHAT WI1LL SI0W THE HONESTY AND SINCERITY OF

THE CONVICTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS WE SHALL TAKE HOME WITH US?
* % *

The first )){tut of honesty will be our willingness to
X

pacrifice.

Right outside of Wilmington,Del, there once was a big
sign that saids
Loyalty to our city costs us nothing,
and yields vast returns,
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I don't know Who thought up this slogen, but it is highly
nisleadl ng,

A loyalty that costs % nothing is worth nothing.
Civic pride costs plenty: It coste time to work on commmunity
drives, it eutl money for taxes and charities; it may

S ting kit SRR

The truth is tlnt loyelty to 2 city, to & religion, to an
institution, to a friend, to & moral principle e--all cost us

~Sounetiinge L}JJ\D{’W/%C{/E_,

Lincoln Steffens tells us thot at one peint at the
Peace Conference in Versailles, Clemenceau turned on
Voodrow Wilson, Orlande and Lloyd George, and asked them
bluntly , vwhether they really meant what they sald about
wanting ‘"Perrepent Peace." They aj.: ﬂi‘;ﬂ:}ﬁ
Then Clemenceau detalled the saerifices 1thnt would be h:volnds
The surrender of imperial power and special privilege,
the tearing dowm of tariff walls, the adjustrent of economic ineque -
lities and the removel of restrictions on immigretion.
In rerly, the 41&1::% fioug:d( t}}n‘?} thﬂ?;& f:_’ro not prepared to
do these things --not yet.'
THEN, said Glmoﬂt. YOU DON'T IE AN PEACE, YOU MEAN VAR,
It is a commom fallocy mmimmnfwmkbiddpy to shoose a goal
without also choosing the mans tht lead to it.
It is futile to hope for results without paying the effort and

exye nse that male results possible,




wle

lawrence of ﬁ:‘blﬂ Y:{:na us of the first visit to
London by nnm trt'bal chiefs wvho never befare had been

Selil i S0 Rabenten e AeNtay - 3K vl an-kmeiting,
and soretimes bewildering sxpesiew-@ far these oriental guests

of the British government, At the end of their stay, lLawrence askd

each to name some objeot he would most appreciate as a parting
gift. One chief, truly impressed by the wonders of civilization
safls " I knw wint I want, There is a hot water faucet

in w%m I'd like to take that and make

hot water wherever I am,"

Too many of us like to tap life's treasures by an easy turn
e
of the wrist, and do notm:f;é;ut the underlying work and
e te o0
sagrifice neo:zur? -Qfox/l sults.
(#]
Ve mt ehildren, bui nct the trouble cf raising them,
Ve want friendship, but not the botler of having toc rlease.

Ve want a fine reputation, but not the self denials essential
to integrity.

And Igaiash tells us that if we really wani a religion that means
some thing, it will cost us much more than this one « day - rally
in the Temple, s,
One of our contempwrary poets tells us of a sudden yearning
she had to returm to the cougregation of her parents after long
years of cbsence in order, she said, “"to make my spirit strong."
She saw hurble and devout people who were drawing strength from

my!r R




But no fund of faith wes there for me,
Only emptiness and doubt

For years I had put nothing in =«
What could I hope to draw out }

\JjG— P
If miss the power of religion «--- most likely have ’1.\
done nothing for # 1 Vhen at some future day the props '

are knocked out from umle:r.-a’:'~ i in some personal crisis, ‘
theve #1321 be 11t81e comfart foxds in yeligiow, unlesscbe mave
been working et it all the tine,

On the walls of & certeain jhysicilan's office hangs this rhyme:

God and the doetor, nll men adore

Vhen sickness comes, but not befores

When health returns, alike requited,

Uod is fwgotten and the doctor slighted |

Vhatever your goal; «=-« be it m more reaningful religion,
or a more satisfying home life, or 2 more cate d luce in tho‘g g ”7“1)
Oomity, === if you honestly want any of theuo. E

b it dnd Seefa
pey—the—price., It will cost time, effart, study, mono:r._//a-ch f f«/
mspmh,L [anw-*{k a suxte ah, i will est (9J’£vw—, / reacf\j /
P"’?‘J * * “

The othexr test of honesty is one we quickly pass or gquickly fail:

It is prosptusss of setion < hes( i~
The Kotzker Rabbi said: 3 d&fﬁ?c are abvout to perform a

geed deeds I SHALL DO IT SOON <« & zma of poor charecter
I AM READY TO DO IT NOW --2 men of average character

I AM DOING IT «- the charcter of the preiseworthy,




o

Rabbi Hillel challenges us simplys

iF NOT NOow, WHEN ¢

And how much we need to keep this challenge before us,

When Congress wants to kill a bi%l. it ra.rely Zotu it down.
There is & better way kuowm as *® 11‘. *Gomittee'
We do that all the time with our noblest resclutions .

Tras 2 pe(os. L[u..ﬂ—_-w—t_../
We dare not rejeoct ocur duties, 'but vegvade them by delay nnbby

/
proerastination,

e T e = o= e —

—

To vite only one timely mi,e. liost of us agree tha

the least a good Jew gan doforh.ll on:ph is tc buy an

Israeli bond,' in this crisis, m'but 'qu dony doing it until

we heve eﬁect# ely sebd aged our goed ~j;n‘l:atzlt:lcm» 4
Delay often reles a good dd.d w.rphlea_l- :

In the long years of obamity;fm Dr. Johnson prepared the

Dictionsry which finally brought him fame, he vaited in

vain fdr ﬂapport from Lord meltMold. After the book

m iblished and wil ely acclazlqad. Loxrd Chesterfield tre d

t W’L ymiuh fov’the euthore.

Dr. Johnson rejeoted the beutod mtua with these memorsbie
{

wordos : 4 :
"The notice which 7611 ‘have Hltecn plhud to take

of my labors, had it Pods. sarly, Nad beem Xinds
/But 1t has been delsiyed ti11 I sm indifgerent, and

cannot enjoy it " ¢

111 I am known, | and <o not went 1.
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I hoye that many of you have been thinking seriocusly,
and perhaps certain decisions have erystallized in your mind.

Is it to ecall, write, or visit a mm«»uﬁ\zomm

==wbind yourslf now toc a date.

Is it to spend more time with yairr children? e~fix the schedule now,

&Eitaﬂ. 4,%23'“‘“"

Is it rocorc:l.liation ':l h someone ? ---}_tgkgo the
st i [——-——-?ﬂ 3 s Lpled

5 1t ke e

It is lomd buainou P otine to roquire a dou-paymant at the
time of purchase. In life too, we are not rezlly bgying an i ea until

we make the downpayment of instant action.

The first worl in the Bible is ‘H,A QreH> IN THE BEGINNING
It suggests that the ecrueial moment in everything good we do, is the

besinniné/
¥ Mo et 58, D3

It is an old Jewish custom at the end of Yom Kippur for & man
to talte a hammer and, --befa e breaking HZI} foagt === to drive
a nail into p Plank of wood, to start the building of a booth far
&waoﬂ., tho;-fnoxt holiday on the ecalendar, It's a token of

aet promptly on Ged's
being in ezrmest, of honest determination to mammymondmodhe

oomdnqﬁts.m

/ religious
Jhen you return home this evening, which resolution will you
be pyepared to set on immidigtely? If it happens to be & resulution

become en ‘agtive Temple member, the very next servhb e is the one w /sl
to ltarﬁst ir you dooido to seek more Jewish education, begim with

(._ L.,Cc\*{-w—“—ﬂ
the o/pcéind session ur “Adult Wia tever it i8 ---

:annmﬁar thb proverbs THE BEGINNING IS TE WHOLE,
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Isiah tells us God is not saitsfied with Yom Kippur.

"WILT THOU THIS AW ACCEPTAEIE DAY TO THE LOED? "

-
What counts is not this one day, but whatever ﬁ:ﬁ;u s day
might produce in our conduct henceforth,
The true value of ¥ < m—nm—-ﬁ:m our response
to the demarm s of religion in the days shead,
Readiness to pay the price, and action without delay will
be the test of ocur honesty,

A traveller once askd a residents
What is this place noted for?
The m tive thaight a while and answereds

"Well, mister, this is the starting peint for any place in the world.
You e¢an start rifght here and go anywhers you want to."

there is no telling how far you my ge

/
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Yom Kippur 1956
ON EBEING HONEST

A well known clergymen in New York once dfined a preacher as
one whose job it is to comfort the affli ted and to afflic t
the comfortable, The prophet Isiah fully measured up to
this definition as we can sce from today's Haftarah.

His frankness is ruthless, almost irritating,
After 25 centuries Isaiah's great Yom Kippur sermon still hits home.
Consider his main point: So you think that meny hours’' of
praying and festing makes you religious? DNot at all ---in fact,

Igiaha suggests , you may be meking a mockery of religions

"Behold, ye fast for strife and contention,
and to smite with the fist of wickedness."
Is. 58.4
Isaiah knows that this sudden outpouring of the masses, this prayingd
and fasting, does not necessarily prove that anything has peally .-
changed in our character and in our ways. Despite the fast and all ,
we shall go on tomorrow as we were yesterday; in all likelihood,
no radical change of conduct will follow our fast,
Soon it will again be the same old mutual abuse , the same
exploitation and strife by which people manage to nmkeeadh
other miserable in their daily life. Eow does Isaiah know?
‘T happewed

Because that's the way we—ereded last year and the year before.
We make a great show of sanctity on Yom Kippur, but what comes of
ite After all the religious flag-waving of) the high holidays

comes the spiritual emptiness of another year.



-2

"Ts such the fast I have chosen ¢ " Isddah asks in the name of
God., "The day" ---~this one day --- for a man to
affliet his soul?®

God wants from us not an annual parade of religion on
this one day, but a religious way of life the year round.
In other words, Isaiah raises the big question of honesty.
respect for
How earnest, how sincere, how honest is ocur mppmsamihmtm the standards
of Religion?

That is the question which will concern us this morning.

Durine these hours of morship we have been reading pages of the
finest moral principles essenbled in any one book.
We mav have made 11 kinds of worthy resolutions for the new year.
Occasionally during these services e mystic feelins may have reneved
Within us the covenemt with Ged and the whole household of Israel.
Idealistic impulses mey have reached our hearts in moments of
silent meditation.

HOW CAN WE MAKE ALL THESE GOOD INFLUENCES TIAST ?
WHAT WILL BE THE TEST TEAT THESE HOLIDAYS HAVE REAILY DONE US
SONE GOOD? VHAT WIIL SIOW THE HONESTY AND SINCERITY OF

THE CONVICTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS WE SHALL TAKE HOME WITH US?
* * *

The first big test of honestv will be our willingness to

gacrifice.

Right outside of Wilmington,Del. there once was a big
gsion thet said:

Loyalty to our city costs us nothing,

and yields vast returns.




I don't know Who thought up this slogen, but it is highly
mnisleadi nge

A lovalty that costs us nothing is worth nothing.
Civic pride costs plenty: It costs time to work on community
drives, it costs money for taxes and charitiesy it mayv
mean serving on civié:bodrds or fighting political corruption.
The truth is that lovalty to a city, to a religion, to an
ingstitution, to & friend, to 2 moresl vrinciple =--2l11 cost us

something.

Lincoln Steffens tells us thet at one point at the
Peace Conference in Versailles, Clemenceau turned on
Woodrow Wilson, Orlando and Llovd Georce, and asked them
bluntly , whether they really meant what they said about
wanting "Permanent Peace." They all affirmed.
Then Clemenceau detailed the sacrifices that would be involved:
The surrender of imperisl power and special privilese,
the tearing down of tariff walls, the adjustrent of economic inequa -
lities and the removal of restrictions on immigration.
In rerlv, the others protested that they were not prepared to
do these thinegs ---not yet.
THEN, said Clemenceau, YOU DON'T IE AN PEACE, YOU MEAN WAR,

It is 2 cormon fallaev

Y R T O N

to shoose a goal

without also choosing the means tht lead to it,
It is futile to hope for results without paying the effort and

exmense that male results possible.



Lawrence of Arabia tells us of the first visit to
London by several tribal chiefs who never befa e had been
outsild e tle interior of Arabia. It was an exciting,

and sometimes bewildering experiee e far these oriental guests

of tke British government. At the end of their stay, Lawrence askd

each to name some object he would most appreciate as a parting
gifte One chief, truly impressed by the wonders of civilization
sefls " I knw wint I want. There is a hot water faucet
in my hotel room. I'd like to take that and hmake

hot water wherever I am,"

Too many of us like to tap life!'s treasures by an easy turn
of the wrist, and do nothing about the underlyving work and
gsacrifice necessary for results.
good
We want children, but not the trouble of raising them.
We want friendship, but not the botker of having to please.

We want a fine reputation, but not the self denials essential
to integrity.

And Isaiah tells us that if we really want a religion that means
some thine, it will cost us much more than this one - day - rally
in the Temple.

One of our contempprery poets tells us of a sudden yearning
she had to return to the congregation of her parents after long
vears of 2bsence in order, she said, "tc make my spirit strong."

She saw humble and devout peoprle who were drawing strength from

Proyer mewe=m-=-
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But no fund of faith was there for me,
Only emptiness and doubts
For vears I had put nothing in ---
What cﬂ I h&b draw out !
If we miss the power of religion =---« most likelv we have
dene nothing for it ! Vhen at some future day the props
are knocked out from under us in some personal crisis,
there will be little comfort for us in religion, unless we have

been working at it all the time.
On the walls of a certain thysician's of fice hangs this rhyme:

God and the doetor, 211 men adore
When sickness conmes, but not before;
When health returns, alike requited,

God is fwgotten and the doctor slighted |

Whatever your goal, --- be it a more reaningful religion,
or a2 more satisfying home life, or a more esteemed place in the
cornmunity, --- if you honestly want any of these, be prepared to

pay the price. It will cost time, effort, study, money.

* * *

The other test of honesty is one we quickly pass or quickly fail:

It_is promptness of action

The Kotzker Rabbi said: 3 characters are about to perform a

good deed: I SHALL DO IT SOON -- a man of poor character
I AM READY TO DO IT NOW --2 man of average character

I A¥M DOING IT -~ the charcter of the praiseworthy.
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Rabbi Hillel challenges us simply: AW 1827 of wnc

IF NOT NOW, WHEN %

And how much we need to keep this challenge before us.

When Congress wants to kill a bill, it rarely votes it down.
There is a better way known as "BUrying it in Committee"

We do that all the time with our noblest resolutions .

We dare not reject our duties, but w7bvade them by delay and by

procrastination.

To cite only one timely examrle. _Mbst of us agree that
the least a good Jew can do for his peogggiisagg buy an
Israeli bond in this erisis, ---but we delay doing it until
we have effectiwely sabd aged our good intention.

Delay often makess good deed warthless.

In the long years of obscurity wvhen Dr. Johnson prepared vthe
Dictionary which finally brought him fame, he waited in
vain for support from Lord Chesterfield. After the book
was published and wi ely acclaimed, Lord Chesterfield tre d
to make up b gving gererous praise to the author..
Dr. Johnson rejected the belated gesture with these memorable
words:

"The notice which you have been pleased to take

of my labors, had it been early, had been kindj

But it has been delayed till I am indifferent, and

cannot enjoy it

till I am known, and do not want it."
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I hope that many of you have been thinking seriously,

and perhaps certain decisions have crystallized in your mind,

Is it to call, write, or visit a2 certain dear person more regularyv, %

~=-=bind yourslf now to a date.

Is it to spend more time with yar childreq? --fix the schedule now,
Is it reconeiliation with someone? ~--take the initative today!

It is sound business practice to require a2 down-payment at the
time of purchase., In life too, we are not really bpying an i ea until

we make the downpayment of instent action.

The first word in the Bivle is \ N ¢/ v mmm mmenwive
It suggests that the crucial moment in everything good we do, is the
beginning.

It is an o0ld Jewish custom at'the end of Yom Kippur for a man
to take a harmer and, --befa e breaking his fast --=- to drive
a nail into a plank of wood, to start the building of a booth far
Succos, the next holiday on the calendar., 1It's a token of

act promptly on God's
being in eamest, of hones‘b determination tO pEmEyn et

Y EEny
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: ) . religious
When you return home this evening, Wwhich resolution will you

be prepared to a2ct on immidiately? If it happens to be a resuvlution
to become an active Temple member, the very next servi e is the one

to start. If you decide to seek more Jewish education, begin with

the opening session of Adult Bunday Schoole Wim tever it is ===

Rere mber the proverb: THE BEGINNING IS HALF TE WHOLE.
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"WILT CAIL THIS AW EPTABIE DAY TO ILORD? "

What nts is not this-one day, but whatgvér results this day

mifht produce in our conduct henceforth, ﬁ___‘__________________.l

The true value of Yom Kippur cannot be greater than our response
to the demerm s of religion in the days shead.
Readiness to pay the price, and action without delay will

be the test of our honestv,.

l,oomﬁww—
A traveller once askd a resident:

What is this place noted for?

The mtive thaxght 2 while and answered:
"Well., mister, this is the starting point for any place in the world.
You can start rifht here and go anywhere you want to."

If vou honestlv live by vaa r relicion and take it seriously,

there is no telling how far you mey go in being a bE ssing to all.

REE MBER, YOU CAN START RIGHT HERE,
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PREPARATION FOR DYING
3 specd, -}eudc...

Th'tJ is A haur : .

L]

given to the remembrance of our dear ones who have gone where we mush go.
We know that in not too many years, we shall be remembered in the

gsame way in which we now remember those who have gone shead.

It is inevitable that this hour be, in a sense, preparation for dying.

I do not mean that we shoubd or could gain e advance information
2howt—
e e hereafter., This hour will not

tear the veil of mystery from those experiences and advert ures that

await our souls in the time to come. As Psalm 115.16 tells us:

THE HEAVENS ARE THE HEAVENS OF THE LCRD
BUT THE EARTH HATH HE GIVEN TO THE CHILDREN OF MEN

Concerning the divine realm we can say no more than that it

@nd_their secrets
exists: THE HEAVENS/REMAIN THE HEAVENS OF THE LORD

Put the earth is ours . _And the kind of l1life we shall have on
earth is also ours to determine:

FOR THE EARTH HATH HE GIVEN TO THE CHILDREN (F 1IEN.

So., what do we nean by preparing arselves for dying?

Tot eonsalinTomw=on idle speculationf about the hereafter !
F‘s.’ufe,f
| “ot morbid fearp et woiting tmmreeeeess for deat‘ls

but,on the contzary, as we face the possibility, indeed, the certainty
of death, we mmmk take from it a greggez_- sense of urgency to mke tne

most of 1life while we atlll have it.
There are many things we may learn from the contempla tion of

the issues of life and death.
Ve may learn humility, --- such as is conveyed in the phrase
with which the poet Carl Sandburg addressed himself to his readers:

"MY FELLOW - WORMS"
—
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Or, death may be to ﬁa 8 sign-post to religious faith in so far as death
is the ultimete evidence that man is not his own master but stands under
an irresistable power greater than himself, Gemeral U,SGrant
wasg visited on his death-bed by a friend who tried to entertain him
with military affairs. Buge{}rant cut him off,
"DON'T TAIK TO ME ABOUT WAR ---TELL ME ABOUT PRAYER" The cotu"""l'h* i OT

Derth ve-2rrim swvr valuesr—a.d priorities.
Death drives us into the arms of God, if nothing else does.

T theee '»Gv—ﬁxFTULE/
Then, again, e’xdght learn from these conalderations how

trivial and fooliﬁh are the resentrents which embitter b:a:hunh-
against hmaﬁhnﬂi- and like John Greenleaf Whittier,
we might learn from the dead to forgive the living:

My heart was heavy, for its trust had been
Abused, its kindness answered with foul wrongs:
So turning gloomily from my fellow men,

One surmer Sabbath day I strolled among

The green mounds of the village burial-place;
Where, ponder ing how &ll human love a2nd hate
Find one sad level; and how, soon or late,
Wronged and wrongdoer, each with meekened face,
And cold hands‘folded over a still heart,

Pass the green threshold of our common grave,
Whither all footsteps tend, whence none depart,
Awed from myself, and pitying my race,

Qur common sorrowW, like a mighty wave,

Swept all my pride away, and , trembling, I forgave!

But above all, thaaghts of death should turn us with increased eagerness

to the tasks, the unfinished tasks,of life .



was able to say
We are not all as fortunate as Montaigne who toward the

end of his life:

: ™ , ';fb
If 1 had to live over again, I would live as I have lived.

I neither regret the past nor fesr the future."

For some of uaiunhappily/thefight of important knowledge
arises too late.

On his 84th birthday Bernard Baruch gave an interview in
which he commented on some of his mistakes. One was that he did
not accept Woodrow Wilgon's offer to become hig Secy of the Treasury.
Another regret was that he had not vieited his mother often eno ugh while
gshe was alive. In this connection Mr. Baruch recalled that while

4 e Whefe fdo e se efirnin
he #as vislting President Rocsevelt Mﬂd War II, the

Presgident received a telephone call, He listened with a serious
expression on his face, then put down the &-2&2:::; and said:
Mother is very sick.
The President added that he planned to vieit hies mother in a week or
10 days. WMr. Baruch binsssaeesiien S‘f‘:/u%r .
Mr. Presgident, I am older than you. I can never cease to regret th e

time I could have been with my mother when I waen't.

SRRy 2 oery Lllowed fi adv.ce
Aomperernihetivisvsssssnmsepeetle:. Precident Roogevelt 1
A ———— T .
1 _ &) ‘ .
TL!Th,lth- C Benjamin Franklin SRS f-p-a
Sa Do not do tomorrow what vou can do today

CBen Zoma)tells ug that the wise umm learnf from all men.
There is no reason why we cannot lesrn an important truth from a

heavy weight boxing champion. Rocky Marciano, who spent a good deal

of hie life on the brink of coriminalty, has become a rath°r respectedle



§ figure especially since his retirement from the ring.

#W8In hie recently published sutobiogrephical articles, he reports
the incident which persuaded him to

make such a graceful exit from the ring.
A priest)who advieed him to spend/MpoMe time

with his famil%,started him on the thought of retirement.
"I esaid to myself. Rock what are you looking for?

I wanted to have a little money and a little influence and the

things that go with it, and I had them. My wife had furs and

jewlry, but she didn't have me, and ?ﬁidn't have her. I
said to myself: Rock where are you going to atopjbefore

you go overboard?

What a wonderful question to ask ourelves:

Where &8m I goﬁng to stopjbefore I go overboard?

What do me Teally want to get out of life ¥

—

Life being short as it is, can we

afford to give away some of those precious hours which we can share

with wife and children? .@—-—mmm

Qk p;i-J:
ll:lhA busy 1ndustrialistc:but a stop to hiw own hectic schedule,

a2tmr He realized how much he had denied himself to his own famlly,Tl\yf’ da
was h. birthd Awong Pe bivhdl fis, hepldad a card Ly,
T P R

Son's

To my dear song

Yerd:

T each week~da and two hours of my
I give you one hour of s i

Sundays, to be used as you wish.
= Your father.
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We are so often tempted to speak of the sentem e of death

which is imposed upon all living beings. But it is equally

true tht we are under a sentence of life, Mo ot osleol tos ﬂ*-‘fl’:@l.
e u4“tu£10 xzzg &é;»- uﬁi V7 anJléé/

= e —— et e == __..l" & Sk o

iJc.hauL. > T
Wﬂ.ﬁ.ﬂﬂmﬂu our prayerbook # that God is

the King of Life who delights in Life, ditiiaeuaeirgmidpe=smnd

YR His grest love preserves us in life.
His love has reached us through thousands of persons ,
especially those whom we remember now:
our dear parents, their devotion and guidance;
a2 husband or wife, with whom we shared the happiest and richest
experiences of life
2 brother or sister who was a/%gg%;inion to us through joys and
80TTowWs
Children who were the light of our eyes,
friends who were precious to us ----- 21l these we remember
as messengers of God's love.
And so this is & moment of gratitude and faith -«---
Gratitude for the lives we knew, and Faith that all is well with them .

For surely , God did not create all these lovable humen beings
only to abandon them to the grave. Wherever they are, they
cannot be cut off from God's love and care, ---but as the pce t =immmim
saids No soul can be forever banned,
Eternally bereft;
Whoever falls from God's right hand
Is caught into his left.



