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BERTRAM W. KORN, D.H.L. 

Senior Rabbi 

THE RABBI'S COLUMN 
By Dr. Bertram W. Korn 

Each year, just before and after the 
High Holy Days, I am deluged with ques­
tions about the Reform attitude towards 
fasting. Many of our people have the im 
pression that fasting is required of a 
Jews from the age of thirteen onward ; 
others think that Reform has dispens d 
with the necessity of fasting, as it has wi h 
many other traditional practices. 

Fasting, called <<affiicting the soul" in t e 
language of the Bible, has been a charact r­
istic feature of virtually all of the worl 's 
religions. Whatever the primitive motiva 
tions for such a practice, civilized religion­
ists have supported it as an aid to spirit­
uality: self-control in eating and drinking 
leads to self-control in other areas of life; 
fasting compels us to focus our attention 
on the reason for such denial of physical 
hungers; fasting ·s a syrnbo] of sacrifice 
and an evidence of love of God. 

Fasting in Judaism (always a «total", not 
a «partial" fast) has a long history. Whether 
to mark an occasion of disaster in the 
people's history, or to set the stage for a 
happy occasion, or to arouse God's mercy, 
fasting was esteemed as an evidence of 
spiritual sincerity and proof of personal in­
tegrity. It is associated with Y om Kippur as 
evidence of repentance, as a sign for God 
and man alike. 

Reform Judaism has never abrogated this 
requirement. Reform regards fasting, how­
ever, as only one, and perhaps not one 
of the most important, elements of the 
Sabbath of Sabbaths. Why? Because, like 
many other symbols and symbolic practices, 
it can become meaningless. Many Jews re­
gard fasting as meritorious in itself . . . 
this Reform cannot recognize. If it helps 
one to attain that feeling of repentance 
which is essential to Yorn Kippur, then it 
assuredly is virtuous. But if it becomes an 
end in itself, a goal to be achieved ( as 
though one says: see how strong I am - I 
fasted for twenty-four hours!) then it is not 
only meaningless; it is actually harmful. 
Self-righteousness is the direct antithesis of 
the feeling which shnuld be arouse~ nn that 
Holy Day. _..,... 
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YOUR LIFE TO LIVE OVER AGAIN 
THE PARABLE OF THE PLUMBER 

Professor Einstein. in prote8t to the dose surveillance of professors, and ~ 
especially physicists, i;aid that if he had his life to live over again, he would , 

he a plumber. ~k~ 

e:1z1~ ·-
~inai lJtsptrs 

every Friday 5:30 to 6:00 p.m. 
"A moUGBT FOR THE WEEK" 

SOUTH SHORE DRIVE AT FIFTY-FOURTH STREET 



CONGRATULATIONS TO 
i\Irs. William Wilhartz on her 85th birthday. 

l\lr. Adolf Feuchtwanger on his special birthday. 

\frs. Harry R. Chapman and lr. and Mrs. Arnold 
J. Ehrman, grandparents, and l\lr. and l\lrs. lax 
Ehrman, parents, on the birth of Carol Harriet. 

\Ir. and l\lrs. Morris Joseph on the birth of Paula 
Arlen. 

:\lr. and l\lrs. Julius Kreeger, grandparents, and \Ir. 
and \1rs. Donald Davidson (Carol Kreeger), parents. 
on the birth of Cynthia. 

Mr. and 1\lrs. Jack Rose, grandparents, and :\Ir. and 
\lrs. l\lurray Lee Rose, parents, on the birth of Barh.ira 
Ellen. 

\1r. and \1rs. Bud ~•- Singman, grandparents, and 
\lr. and Mrs. Harry Schiff, parents, on the birth of Jill 
Linda. 

l\1r. and l\lrs. Leon F. Strauss on the birth of L) nn 
i\larie. 

1r. and l\lrs. Albert R. Bell (Lillian I Iersh) on their 
marriage. 

• \lr. and l\lrs. George E. Hiller (Joan Loeb) on their 
marriage. 

\Ir. and l\lrs. Henry Tacndler on their 15th wedding 
anniversary. 

3Jn ~e otiam 
Sinai Congregation mourns the passing of 

DOROTHY DEUTSCH LAC 1AN 

I lELEN G. MARTI ' 

Lucv SPIEGEL 

SIS~RHOOD NEWS 
Robert and Lucille Leighton, photographers and art­

ists of note, will present their intriguing "T raYeloguc 
of pain" illustrated with color motion pictures at the 
Januaf) 25 ( Tuesday) Regular Sisterhood l\Ieeting. 

U niongra111s, the neat purple and white notes of 
cheer and good \\ill with which you greet your friends 
and loYcd ones on notcworthv occasions. arc the life 
blood of Sisterhood's Scholarship Fund. Your purchase 
of one book of four by January 21. ~ational Union­
gram Day, will assure the success of this year's scholar­
ship program. Call l\Irs. Clarence D. Loeb, llniongrnm 
Chairman, or inguirc at the Gift Shop. 

GIFT SHOP THANK YOU 
Sisterhood's Gift Shop is deeply grateful to its 

many friends for their devoted patronage during 
the bus, Chanukkah season. Di,·idcnds are m·ail 
able in ·the form of special savin~s on many beau­
tiful items for those who will stop by. 

SINAI TEMPLE FORUM 
Tuesday Evening, J,muar) 18 at 8: 15 

DR. PERCY L. JULIAN 

\ I' orld-{)i~, i 11g11 is lied Scic11ti~t 

w1£I 1\11tl1or 

Hlls SciencP Come of AgP? 
A \Vorld-Rcnmrncd Scientist ,\sks: 

"I las Its Good ~leasured lip to Its Evil?'' 

SOUTH SIDE SISTERHOODS 
CHANGE OF DATE AND PLACE 

The mid-season Public Affairs Program of the Seve11 
South Side Sisterhoods will take place Monday, January 
24 at I: I 5 p.m. at Congregation Rodfei Zedek, 5200 
South Hvde Park Boulevard. 

Following the serving of dessert luncheon until 
I 2: 30, a combined Sisterhood cast will present a melo­
drama in three acts pin-pointing in a most stimulating 
and informati,·c presentation the program of Judicial 
Reform. 

You'll be so please,l you were there. 

CERE,tONIES AND RITUALS 
C cremonics arc the educators and monitors of the 

people: they speak to old and young, to sage and simple­
minded alike the language of faith, of hope, and of 
lovaltv. 

Ceremonies arc the poetry of religion: they im·est 
life \\'ith the beauty of holiness. 

- Dn. KAUFMAN Km-1LcR 

I lm·e Yo11 A Heligio11s Cm1flict? 

SINAI MARRIEDS' PANEL 
DISCUSSION 

Friday Evening - January 21 - 8:30 

"JJ"hat Hus Jrulaism Off Pred llfp 

As A }Ptv?" 

Participal!ts: 

\!rs. Harry Le\') 

Judge Jacob ;\I. Braude 

Dr. Ed" in Sinaiko 
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rvic..;. (l'aufmann Sanct.) 

sorin Mc.,.ilda Night Football on 
ay) at the Julia Bin eman Center 
·atcfi the Washington Redskins/Dallas 

game. 

eature Congressman Michael Barnes 
,arbecue Opener on Tuesday, 
mple at 6:00 p.m. 
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~nee Abrams in honor of the 
, ouglas Pau ramso nd 





Rosh Hash. Eve 
"THE WORLD IN THEIR HEART 11 

Sept. 5,1956 

My friends, 

My Biblical text for tonight is a short sentence of only 4 

Hebrew words from Ecclesiastes, chapter 3 verse 11 Ptf /!!J /J-f}1f.? _f/(f 
HE HAS SET THE WORLD IN THEIR HEART. 'T 

I shall soon return to the text. Meanwhile, :permit me to observe 

that n:any a :pulpit address tonight will feature a survey and 

summary of the year's highlights in world affairs. This very 

minute, I am sure the n:ajority of :pulpits in svnagogies throughout 

the world reverberate with eloquent lectures on what has happened 

during the year and what was wrong with it. 

You !Ila.Y be sure that it is not difficult to find a:,me very 

substantial shortcomings in the world situation, such as 

The continuation of the Cold War, or 

~he weakness of the United Nations, or 
The racial bigotry in the South in connection with inte~ration, or 
The short-etghted indifference of the Western Demcmracies 

toward Arab belligerency a~inst Israe:1 nn+.il thev ton 

bec&~e the victims of it. 

What Je saon do these events teach us? 

Is it not that the world is greatly lacking in justice, fairminded-neaa, 

honesty, mutual confidence and in the willin&mess to share and cooperate~ 

No doubt it feels ~ood to say so, and in saving so, to lP-t of~some steam 

of righteous indignation. Especially if we could make our 

indictment of world affairs with enrugh heat and excite:rr.ent, we might 

then go home believing that we have really made a noble contribution 

to the improvement of humanity. 

But my friends, we must not let the sins of the world divert our 

attention from the sins we ourselves as individuals have committed. 

The real problem is not the world, but we, the individuals 

, who Jmke it what it ia. 
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I should like to convince you tonight that what is wrong with 

the world at large is exactly what is wrong with each of us 

individually. The public sins are no more than man's private 

sins multiplied, magnified and projected on the screen of 

public affairs. The way to attack the evils in the world, then, -

is to seek them at their source which is the character of the individual. 

As our text from Ecclesiastes suggests: 

HE HAS SET THE WORLD IN THEIR HEART 

It is the character of the individual which, for better or for 

worse, determines the destiny of the whole world. 

Dr Griswold, President of Yale University, in a notable 

address pointed out: 

"There is no such thing as public mer ali ty; therEL.is 

only a composite of private moralit:v." 

Thomas Jefferson who ~ave us our political system also 

warned us not to overrate the system: 

"It is the manners and spirit of a people," he said, 

"which preserve a republic in vigor" 

And the current campaign in Soviet Russia against tbe. Cult of :Personality 
l which revealed S alin's £hastl:v influence on a generation of Russian 

hE tory, prcvee precisely how important p1m personality factor is and 

that, Whatever the system, it is the character of the individual 

that makes it ~ood or bad. For as the Bible says: 

l:lE HAS SEr THE WORLD IN THEIR HEART 

World-improvement starts with self-improvement ---that is the plain 

meanin~ of our text. 



But friends, honewtly, what have we done to improve ourselves? 

Now, I don't mean to suggest that we have been i~ all year. 

On the contrary, we have been very busy, building up our business, 

enlar~in~ our bank account, improving our home, raisirur our social 

status, tradin~ in the old car, washing machine or TV set for a better 

model. In fact.we have been developin~, enlar~ing and improving 

just about everything,--- except the person within. 

Now, here is something to think about, What have we done 

in a direct, planned and purposeful manner for the improvement of our 

own character and personality during this last year? 

Most likely it did not even occur to us that there was need 

for character improvement. 

A rabbi once wisely pointed out that the real slaver:v in 

E~t was not that the Israelites were oppressed, but that thev 

had ~otten used to it. More serious than any J2_articular fault or 

defect, is that we have become~ to our faults and defects, 

that we are satisfied the way we are, smug, complacent, without 

ambition to grow mentally or morally above the present level. 

At the start of our services we made the Shehhcheyonu 

blessing in which we thanked God for keeping us alive unto this day. 

Consider the wonderful miracle of our survival. In a year's time, 

our heart, beating about 70 times per minute, has had 3n½ million 

heart-beats, 

right on; 

or 3n½ million chances to stop beati~, but it went 

and sn did all those innumezable automatic processes 

such as digesting and breathing which constitute the miracle of life. 

A gracious and merciful Providence has :kept us alive. For what? 
' 

What are we doing with this gift of life? How well have kept it? 
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A man had 2 sons. To each he gave the same sum of money and 

sent them out into the world. The foolish one kept the annount 

well hidden in his pocket and after snme aim.Jess wandering 

returned home showing his father that he still had the money. 

But the wise son worked hard and returned home with a great deal more 

than his father had ~i ven him. 

What account can we rem.er before God for the soul He placed into 

our keepin~? Have we increased the value of the li:fe He gave us? 

Are webetter.wiser? How much have we imprOTed ourselves? 

This should be a time of reckoning for us, a time of taking 

stock, a time for J11&Ssurin~ progress. Moses Maimonides interprets 

the blasts of the Shofar which we shall hear tomorrow as an 

alarm to rouse us from apathy: 

"Awake ye sleepers, consider yrur deeds, improve your ways" 

A good measuring yard for a person's ethical caliber is his 

conduct toward his own family. The Tana de-be Eliyahu, a classic 

im Jewish Ethics, quotes the saying: 

IF A :MAN SIN AGAINST THOSE OF HIS OWN HOUSEHOLD, 

HE WILL INEVITABLY COME TO SIN AGAINST HIS NEIGHBORS 

How would you rate yourself in your role as husband or wife, or parent? 

What kind of brother or sister are you? 

How are you treating your own aging parents? 

Human reJationships are not fixed. Even in the same family, 

relationships are ever shifting and fluctuating. Without effort to 

draw closer to each other, we autonatically drift a~art. 

Oh what difference it would make in the strength of a marriage 

if at least some of the care and consideration of courtship 

could be saved for rr:arried life and maintain the glow of tenderness 
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and affectionate attention in the relationship of husband and wife. 

How conscious, how alert, have we been on the need to prevent 

theslow deterioration of our family relationships? 

I know of no greater threat to the Jewish people than the 

noticeable corruption of our family life, Though sti-11 perhaps 

the highest comparatively speaking, we have certainly declined 

as against our own standard of only a gemzation ago. 

Promiscuity among our youth, disloyalty and divorce are no longer 

sensational rarities among us. It is universally recognized 

that the family is the foundation of morality and sets the 

pace for the rise and decline of a civilization. 

By our homelife we either improve or corrupt the wotld in which we 

live. Here too we may say with the Bible: 

HE HAS SET THE WORLD IN THEIR HEART. 

And now let us see ourselves in the most private and confidential 

sense. Have we fulfilled ourselves? 

When a farmer leaves a portion of his field unplanted, 

or when a factory falls back in production it is cons:idered a 

real loss. Consider the loss to humanity when a pPrsnn leaves 

11n:ful.filled the })r,.,mise of his special endowne nts. 

Nearly every person I know has some special skill or ability 

he knows c01.1 JA b"' ei .esvelo'I)ed, but allows to die by sheer ne~:eect. 

Who has not written across the pa~es of his life some ~reat 

betrava.1? Who has not in his youth dreamed of some idealistic 

servx:- e he would render, some cultuml refinement he would seek 

t.o attain some day? What became of those fine ambitions? 

In youth we postponed them for a more mature age; 
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In maturit"r we :put it off until we had ~oney; 

~ When we had monev, we promised to do those things when he had 

more time; 

ft nd now, that many of us have more time, what excuse shall we ~ive 

for leavinq unfulfilled and betraying the dreams of our youth? 

Grandma. Moses, that rerr.arkable woman who will be 96 this Frid.av, 

and who began her career as an artist in her Roies, should be 

a cballen~e and a warning to ea.ch of us; a challenge to tap 

the undeveloped skills we have as she did; and a warning 
. 

not to wait as long as she did, for we might not live to be 96. 

Who wants to serve huI!'l,9nitv? Listen to Henrik Ibsen who said: 

"There is no wav in which you can benPfit society 

more than bv coining the metal vou have in v6urself." 

Permit me to plead with yon: Go on with self-improvement. 

Do not neglect your innate ca~ities until thev dimish and vou 

feel like an empty shell. 

Whv not learn wisdom from the wise? 

Ben~amin Franklin, the greatest sage of the New World, said: 

"There are three things extremelv hard: 

Steel, a diamond, and to know oneself. 11 

Recognizin~ how we remain stran~ers to ourselves, Franklin made~ 
a determined effort to keep track of his dailv progress in 

p~rsonalitv and charcter development. You are proba.blv familiar 

with the system he devised, the little book in which he rated 

hi~.self every dav with reference to 13 basic virtues, and, a,s he 

tells us in his ~utobiographv, a cornerstone of his system was to 
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ask each morning: 

and each night: 

WHAT GOOD~ I DO THIS DAY? 

WHAT GOOD HAVE I DONE TODAY? 

J"ews, antici:pating Franklin's system by 2 (\ 00 years, ask the 

same questions in their daily ~rPyers. You might say that 

in lar~e measure the Sabbath observame is alRo a fixed svstem of moral & 

men t~.1 stock takin&i:. If you do not use your own religion's 

svstem for self-improve:rent, as I know a 12:ood manv of vou do not, 

what is your substitute1 What will be vour system for self-

improvem nt in this comin&i: year? 

Rabbi Eliezer Lippman once discussed the coming of the Messiah 

with his friend Rabbi Mendel. 

Tell me" Merrl. ele, he aal:ed, why has the promised Messiah not yet 

a:ppeared'? 

Rabbi Mendel in replv quoted from the Book of Samuel ( I Sam 20.27} 

WHY HAS TRE SON OF J"ESSE NOT COME, EITHER TODAY OR YESTERDAY? 

"The son of J"esse" ----said Rabbi Mendel, 

Why has he not come? 

The answer is in the question itself: 

"Is the Messiah." 

WHY HAS HE NOT COME EITHER 

TODAY OR YESTERDAY? 

Becau~e we are todav no different than we were yesterdav. 

(Newnan Anthol. p.247 #2) 

If there is no change in IrBn's char~cter, there will be no change in ... 
WPtid conditions. 

as the Bible tells us: 

No world-improvement without self-improvement, 

HE HAS SET THE WORLD IN THEIR HEART 



Heb 

y friend, 

My Biblical t xt fo t ni ht is n her 

or• from Eccl 

HE HAS SET - .!.:,I 

' 
chn er :3 

OBLD I TH I ... ~ 

ent no of nl y 4 

m 
.I, • 

I ehall soon?' t rn to the t xt. n h11, p rmit m to obserr 

that ny pulpi a dr s tonight ill f e tur sun y nnd 

summary o:f the year' hi0 hlight in or 6. af':fair. This very 

minute, I am re th 

orl reverberat 

during th year and 

You may be su 

jority of .ulpita in aynago ea throughout 

1th 1 qu nt 1 otur a n wh t has ha ~ n d 

t a wrong ith it. 

tha it ie not dif 1cult o find very 

ubstnntial hortc min in thew rld ituati n, uch 

Th continuati n oft Cold \ii r, or 

The akness of th Un ted tons. or 
The r cial bigotry in th Seith nneot1on with inte ration, or' 
The sh rt-dght d indif r noe oft e W stern D racie 

to rd rab b 11 er n y int Isr al until t y to 

b ict of 1. 

What sson do th e vent te c u 1 

I it not that the world is reatly l eking in juatic, f irmind -n s, 

hone ty, mutua1 confidence and in th w1111ngnesa to a re nd coo er t? 

No doubt it feel good to s4,/.,y ao. e..nd in nying o, to l t of m at 

of right oua indignation. s_ cially if ou1d mak ou 

indictment of orld aff ire with enrugh he t and excit nt, e ,igh t 

th n go horn believing tr.at w ha.v r lly made a nobl contribution 

to the i?nJ)rovement of hW?ian1ty. 

But '11'19' f'ttend•• muat not let the in of the vrorld div rt ur 

attn ion from the sins we ourselv.e a indi idual ve comu..i t tcd. 

The r 1 problem i not th orld, but 7 • the indi du ls 

ho nnke it tit i. 



I should ike to nvince you toni ht that at is wro· . i th 

the old at rg ia exactly hat is wrong with eac of u 

1nd1 idually. The :public ins r n or~ tha m • s pr1v. t 

eina nt11l 11· • ma.gni~1ed and proj~ t n the screen of 

~ublic ir. T ;y t att kt· c evils in th rld, th n, 

1 t t th 1- u:r whi i th character o th in ividu"l• 

A our t xt from eel eiaet ugge t 1 

RE !lA"' SET .. HE WO Tu m THEI I8ART 

It 1 the char cter th ! dirl u l i h, ~orb er or fr 

oree, d t rmin s th d iny of th h l w rl. 

Dr Gri 

addres point d out· 

"hr is n t n a. publi er lityi th r i 

onl.y' a ri t orali •' 

Thome J ff r n o us our p litic 1 sy t m 1 o 

.rn d us not to err t th y t s 

It i th nn re nd pi it f p opl ,• he id 0 

"which preeerve a republic in vigor• 

And the ourrent campaign in Sovi t Russi against th!; cu.it f Per nality 

which r ealed s•a.1 ' 

history, P""'OT pr 

th.a • What ~er tbe 

tha. t llt 1 t .. o r 

ly h 

HAS 8:Er T 

tly 1nfiuenae on a g ner tion of" Russian 

important p reona11ty f ctar is n 

it i th c racter of vh i diTidual 

or as the 1bl 

ORLD IN THEIR HEART 

World-improvem nt rt with • 1 - pr vem nt ---th t i the plain 

m a.nin of our t xt. 



, h()ne 1Y• h v e don to im:prove ura lv 

, I don• ·a.n to suggv t th t Y be n 1 ll Y • 

On the n ry1 e have be n T ry 'buoy, building up our busin s, 

nl r ing our bank ccount • im.1,)rovlng ur h , · 1 ing wr social 

t tu O t_ din in th old h1 ch n r TV et fr b tt 

mod 1 . Inf t . e ha 

ju t bout .ve::yth1ng "-- the pr 

l'o, hr 1 aorn ·h:tng to think bout a 

in dir ct, i~nned d purpo eful nn r 

l.s.r 1 

n within. 

and improving 

fuat hav we- don 

the im r T ment of our 

· n o ""re t r o.nd p r onality duri thi last year? 

ost lik 1:, it did no v n cur o u t1 t th re wa n ed 

r char· ter impro 

A rabbi o ce 1 ly o1nt out that th ~l lav r., in 

that the Iara 1 , but that they 

d to it . riou t any particular fault or 

d ct, 1 that w hav becc>me to our aulta n d fecte 1 

t t ear aati d the y w , omplec nt , ithout 

itio t gro entally er or~lly bee th pr nt el. 

At th t rt of our s rvic... -1- de th Sh ~ ~onu 

l sing in hich e tha.n1r d 0-cd tor k ping u 11 unto thi day. 

C n id r the nd r:ful miracle of ur urvival . In y .,.,s ti • 

our hart, beating about ?O t1 e pr mim.tt ~ ha had 36 .million 

h rt beats. or 362 llicn ha.no to top b ti • but it went 

1 ht ona an ao did 11 the innume abl ut tic prooeaee 

euch s digs ing and br ~thin ioh. co ti+ut h ole of lif . 

nd me iful ProYideno he. pt us o.liv o For who.t? 

oing 1th th.is -;if f l :fv? How ell oovo ke:pt it? 



.. 

h d 2 • h f on y n 

h n th 

l idd .. h d in 

tu i t t 1 d th 

t h i nd u ho 1th t r 

t • 
t r b :f" r for th OU H 1 C dint 

ur e inc t th 1 H ~ u 

• 1 Ho our lv 

Thi old b 1 ti o'f t ing 

t t 1 fr nid in rpr 8 

t of h of r l h t 

to u u f 

y lo , on id r y d d ' 1. rov your Y' 

in fr t ic 1 c 1·b i h 

conduct to. d 1 0 1 • ~ Tan d -b liy u, . cl e ic 

1 h hi h ~in 

I A SIN AG 'J.1 0 0 HI HOUSEHOLD, 

HE LL IT LY CO TO THIS IG s 

ul yu t yu l i your r l nd o •if' • r nt 

f broth r or i t re you? 

y in y ur n in r t • 

i r no • n in th f ly. 

l p 1 • 'it out r t 

r 1 t th r, tic drift r • 

Oh t diff ren n h r n h of 

t le t f th r tion t c urt hip 

u1 or rri d lif n in th 1 of t nd rn 



.. -

nd f ti t tt n io 1 th 1 f hub n ,if • 

on oi l rt, nth n to r nt 

lo t·o f 1 

I kno rat thr to th J' 1 h opl than th 

ic bl rruption o our f ily J.if • 

th hi h t cm re.ti ly ep e V certainly declin d 

B our own st nd.ar of nly g eation • 
romis 1ty 

acne tio l rarities among • I 

d divorce ar n long r 

uni r lly r ognized 

t t th ly ie th fun tion ot o lity nd at th 

pc fr he ri en d lin f o viliz tion. 

our ho lif eith r 1ntl}rov or corru1 th o~l in 1n·ch 

liv • H re too e y 1th t Bi 1 I 

s • 

n 1 t e r 1 in th t rivat n confident 

H :v fulfill ur 1 

n ve p ·1 n of hi f1 ld plant d, 

or when f tcry t 11 ck in roduoti n it i con er 

r 1 lo • Con id r th l to pers n 1 Val 

uttrulfill d t pr mi• of nta. 

N arly v ry person I know 8 0 IS oi l elc:111 or b111ty 

e kn e ld deT p • bU.t 11 1 by h rn b ct. 

t written cross th f hi lit o 

ed of so et . oh a not in hi you h dr 

rTi: e h w ul d :r nd r, o . cultu 1 r fin nt he ould s 

to attain o 

In you h 

yV 

tp n t e for 

of th 

ro tu 

fin 

g I 

biti n? 

l 



I tu . t 1 

h hn 

' An ny r t • XU 

nfu .. 11 yin th f our y ut 

G t t rkabJ. 0 .n ill b 6 t Fr 

n b a.r r an rti t l h ie • h ld b 

C 11 tot p 

th und 1 8 h d ... ' a.ming 

ot t it 1 • fo mi t not 11T to • 

'l nt t rv u i t t H nri Ib n h 

"Th r ... no n you it oci ty 

mor t n ni t t yuh y r l • 

1th G on 1 lf m; rov,Jztumt . Pr 

D n 

f 

1 un 11 h y 1; h n you 

an ty 11 

:Benja 

, y no l rn iedo f 

Frllnklin1 th r t t 

th 1 ? 

f the 

R co~ 
d te 

Th t 

di 

hing extr ly 

d, nd to kno on 

r in 
o k 

our"' 

orld i I 

I 

pr onality and c rt rd T 1 nt . You re ~r bly fa.mili r 

1th th 

hi 1 

t h d 1 ede 

y y 1th . fr nee 

o in _ioh h r t 

13 b ei virtue, 

,d 

iv 

. Y, 

ll u in hi uto io raph • c n r ton t m to 



ch rn a 

nd oh n .. h s ffi.ATGOOD~IDO.lliTDY? 

Jewe , n icil)ating nklin 1 yst m b 2 00 y ra , a~ the 

stion in their d. lY » ayers. ou mi ht say th t 

in .Lc....1;140 !tie eu.r the :bbath obeor-,-a.r:n e fixed yet m of moral & 

n to t ing. 

elf -1mprC1T 

:b tit t 

If you do ot us your c rn reli 1 ' 

system for 

hat ie you 

improv ~ nt in tni 0 mi 

• ae I lmo good ma.ny of you do not , 

t ~111 b y~ur ey t for lf-

Y ? 

bbi liez r Lip n 

friend Rn.bbl end 1. 

th coming of th ai 

th promis d oi not y t T 11 me , 

:pp r d'i 

bbi nd l in r ply quoted rom h ook of 68lm.te1 ( l Sam 20 . 7) 

WHY HAS TI · SON O 3"E SE oi1 CO , lliITHER TOD.AY 

"Th on of Jee ~--- id hbi nd 1, 'I th es ieh. " 

y hash not come? 

Th nsw r ie in th qu st ion itself I WRY S l:IE 1 o~ C , EITJ" . 

re today n 

If theH no chang in 

werii condit!one . 

aa th Bibl t lla u 1 

TODAY OR 1'EST F.DAY? 

(ne n .Anthol. p . 247 2;2) 

n• s chll.r .cte1·, th Jill b 11 chun in 

o orl -impr ve t ithout lf-1.m})rovem t , 

HE S SET THE 'Ol1LD D Tl!EII1 HFJ\..~ 



Q[At{Pt -rs pgon ?flA Yr;rL 

Rosh Hash. Morning) ft J x. ·Ap. l/~>7 

Sept 6, 1956 -
GOD' SHARE AND MAN'S SHARE ~·-

For some years now I have devoted at least one sermon on the 

High Holidays to the subject of PRAYER. 

The particular aspect I want to discuss this morning is this: 

WHAT IS GOD'S SHIRE 

AND WHAT IS MAN'S SHARE IN THE BENEFITS FROJ.1 PRAYER? 

The assumption is, of course, that we pray only because we believe it 

to do some 12:ood. It would be a monstrous waste of time to spend 

these hours merely talking to each other out of a book, if neither 

God nor we ~ined anything from it. 

Now, to the first side of the question: 

WHAT IS GOD'S SHARE OF THE BENEFIT? 

WHAT DOES HE GAIN FRON OUR PRAYERS? 
r r r, 

· 1/c,>' ') J > ll ') y'? -( 1 11?;.f'i 'l NI!,,. 
Psalm 65 begins: "Oh Thou that heareth Prayer!" 

Does that mean that God hears ever.v prayer ever spoken? 

Frankly, I cannot believe that even God has the patieme and 

forbearance to accept all the prayers that are directed to Him. 

A great many are not really prayers, but blasphemies ---insults 

to the divine majesty. 

A minister out on the sea-coast of Maine who wasn't sure 

he should pray for rain as the congregation had requested, prayed: 

"Thy servant has been importuned to pray for rain, 

but Thou knowest, O Lord, that it is not so muuh rain 

that is needed on these coast farms,as it is good old barn 

manure for the success of the crops of this communitv." · G 
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Not very different in quality was the prayer of the 

Northern preacher during the Civil War: 

"Oh God, we pray Thee to bless the rebels. 

Bless their hearts with,repentance. 

BJe ss their slavery ---with,en:ancipation 

Bless their armies, with --- defeat." 

How quickly we try to make God a divine messenger boy running our 

errands,---- like the newspaperman who prayed far his 

critically ill daughter: 

"If :vou S'Pare her, God, I'llnever drink again" 

Or, the businessman, faced with an operation, who prayed: 

"Pull me through, God, and I'll 12:ive $500.- to charity." 

Is that prayer? What would the newspaper :man do if his daughter died? 

Become a drunkard to get even with God1 

And did the businessman think God needed a $500 bribe? 

Couldn't an almighty God take care of His favorite charity any 
/I 

time He wanted to? 

I wonder what God thinks of those who make their annual 

run to High Holiday services, sort of trying to get on the good 

side of the Lord Whom they ignore ml'mlt11•'1e:e,:mo1,olf3mrhttitttupRDfflll all year long, 

and then, sitthere trying to strike a bar~ain this Qne day: 

"You've been good to us ---we'll be .!?Ood to you 
j\)Jk.L. 

So be good~more and we'll be good more." 
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Perhaps it would be to our advantage if He were not a God 

Who heareth prayer. For :duflrnHimxrrtaem1ft1i11111rt11MRliiNlltiljlili1ftlMilN tli8liil.@IMRl§bPllifll 

how can He be pleased with some of these prayerbook recitations 

which some of us give with the same f:ire and excitement 

So~ the radio announcer has in his early morning grain market reports. 
( i'"l:R.---;;..r>r-e Sopl,.,.5(:r~l,J-akv'1 k.S •~., "77,.a Pr•>""~o"'- ,·s d?4/.e. ,, ul1'f 1t-c, -i... e~" :.s fAe; ,.. o..n, {J,dL. ,·s sf';,,,~. 

Can this listless::::m~hanical mumbling which some of us pass off' as 
c@S·~"3 

pre,yer, can this reading exercise with the eye on tlt1!.. watch, 

be called a SERVICE ? 

With all my heart I believe God wants our prayers.§:.§. a service, 

but does He get a true service from us? 

That is to say, is there in our Pl'B.Yers the essential serving of God, 

? A Cti...;~;d 1 fLL ey 1:-
Do we 'V'l~~ we, dust and ashes who spring 

up like grass ~n the morning, and in the evening is cut down and 
we. "'?,//<,;~ n.~oL..1.J 1,,/.p ~v-e "-~ ~ ~o•;.t:S 5"'-Spe...Jec{ .se,...,:re-...e o(<:/e;,.~ ._.e... 

withereth, A"' t a address ourselves in prayer to the One who ' -

is the very essere·e of Life? When we come with submission, surelv 

"A broken and contrite heart, o God, 

Thou wilt not despise 0 

PSalm 51.19 

But why shonld He want nur submission'? Why our service'? 

I venture to si:uese that He wants our service not f o,.. Hins elf but for •"-

our own good. A father who does not have the child's respect ean 

not teach and v.uide that child •. A real- genuine prayer service~ 

by turning us to God in an attitude of respect and reverence­

-puts us in the mood to receive divine instruction and guidance. 

Praver is pre:paratimn for obedience to God, and in that sense 

it must be pleasing to our Heavenly Father. 
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Now to the other side of the question: 

WHAT IS MAN 1 S SHARE OF THE BENEFIT IN PRAYER? 

There are skeptical voices like those of Omar Ehayam which 

deny the power of prayer to influence the course of life: 

The Moving Finger writes, and, having writ, 

1foves on: nor all your Piety nor Wit 

Shall lure it back to cancel half a Line 

Nor all ySur Tears wash out a Word of it. 

eJ~)m=:~;5. cl~s~l~w;:ttJ~•~o~ilc:d:J~,~ mmil]]1J~rnmmmmmumeim recognizedthe value of prayer: 

The poet Tennvson affirrred: 

"More things are wrought. by prayers than this 

world dreams of." 

The worldly-wise Benjamin Franklin pleaded with the Constitutional 

Assembly in Philadelphia to seek hel:p from prayer by startin~ each 

session with an invocation, ,, 
"The lon&i:er I live, said the 81 year olcl Franklin, 

the more convincing proof I see of this truth, that 

God governs in the affairs of men." 

The Harvard philopher Hockirur, s~eaking of the most precious 

things in life, said: 

"Worship is the whole which includes them all" 

And the eminent surgeon, George I.avid Stewart, once told his students 

at N.Y. University: 
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"The time spent on the knees in prayer 

will do more to remedy heart strain 

and nerve worrv than anything else." 

An amazing variety of benefits has been attributed to prayer. 

I should like to classify them all in 2 ~roups. 
1,1k.~, 4, 

First come all those I would put under the heading of 
'\ 

PSYCHOLOGIVAL BENEFITS of Which the best example is the 

cleansing effect of prayer. 

Our mind, like a b~sy desk, quickly gets cluttered up 
,.,..._1.1 

Which nal<es clear and effective~functioning ever more difficult. 

Old problems knd worries have a way of piling up. 

There is wise insight in the idiomatic phrase: 

''He needs some straiglt eninlZ' out" ,1,...,L,~J /...e_ ;f d,ro,,~ ,'lt1 ~ ssR/ ~ 
1'1.S,"d.e.. r 

Indeed, we must from time to time do s omethinlZ' for a clean, lflmmm'tr• 

new feeling inside, for a fresh start in life' a struggle. fY ~ ;.e,..5pe,ef:~ 
....... k. 9.....,,, ~ ~ .I. ~ h s '$ ~ cl F-'- ...aa1 :s • I 

People Who pray wil say that is rrecisely what they get out of 

prayer. At the end of the service there is that fresh, new feeling, 

almost like beinjebarn. Order has been restored inside, ---

things) values J are again in their proper places, where they 

belong. Psalm 23 says so with the pllriffise: HE RESTORErH MY SOUL. 

If we long deprive ourselves of this ventilation through prayer, 

we come to feel like a room with all windows shut, and shades down --­

dark, stuffy and unclean inside. 

Our poet Solomon ibn Gabirol alluded to this condition 

from which prayer rescues us: 

When all within is dark 
And I m.v soul despise; 
From me I turn to Thee, 
And find love in Thine eyes. 
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Purification, a feelin~ of being worthy again in God's sight, 

is the most widely recognized benefit from prayer. 

At least that is what the Psalmist hoped to ~et out of prayer: 

Purge me and I shall be clean 

Create in me a clean heart O God 

And renew a steadfast sprit within me 

Ps. 51. 9, 12 

The sea ond group of benefits, which nay be even more important, 

might be called the tangible experience of deliverance and 
results from 

11alvation which sometimes :rflm;it]jhJ2!lffl'll prave r. 

Now it is of course urxleniably true that many of our prayers 

are not answered. Nor should thev be. 

The popular novelist A.J. Cronin once admitted: 

"If the good Lord had been weak enou~h to &!'ive me 

what I wanted, He would have :ruined me. 11 

A wit warns us: "Be careful what vou pray for, 

because you might &!'et it." 

In this connection, Im ight JEntion what is perhaps the wisest of 

all prayers, the one by Plato: 

"Lord of Lords, grant us the good whether we pray for it or not, 

but evil keep from us, even though we pray for it." (0 
But wise and clever staten:ents can not.a, convince us of the value 

elfiiflenntiri@lrivlJD!Dft of :prayer afnuch as the actual experience and the 

ready testimony of people who found deliverance through prayer. 
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Take, for example, the case of J.C. Penney. @ 
After building up a multi-million dollar chainstore business, 

J.O, Penney was suddenly wined out during the Depression. 

By 1932 he had lost all the stock in the Penney stores he had founded . 

aJJ et toe 9oun61J. He wound up in a sanatorium, a beaten, 

despondent man of 56. WaV<ing softly along a corridor, one night, 

he heard an old familiar hymn: 

Be not dismayed whate'er betide. 

God will take care of you •••• 

The music grew clearer, the words distinct: 

All you may need, He will provide 

God will take care of you •••• 

t:011ely and sad, from friends apart •••• 

No matter what may be the test ••• 

God will take care of you •••• 

Let me quote J.C. Penney's own words: 

I entered the chapel, sank down into a seat at the back. 

Quietly someone read a nassage from Scripture. 

In the next few moments something hannened to me . 

I have never been able to explain it clearly ••• I believe 

it was a miracle. I had a feeling of being lifted, out 

of an immensity of dark space into a spaciousness of warm 

and brilliant sunlight •••.• ~od with His boundless and 

matchlessly patient love was there to help me ••....• 

I came out of that room a different man, renewed ••••• 

This was the turning point in his illness and hie life. He recovered, 

regained control of his business and now, still board chairman of 

J.C. Penney at the age of 80 he recently saw the l,655th store of his 

chain open up in Houston. Nearly all his time has for many years 

been devoted to religious and philanthropic affairs. 
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Why shall we pray? 

Because the unerring instinct of mankind found prayer 

to be the way to God and His help. 

The benefits from prayer are unpredictable ---we may ask for one thing , 

and get another. It's like the boy who had only a woven basket 

with which to fetch some water, and despite many attempts, was unable 

t o retain it in the basket. 

ttoh, what a waste of time" exclaimed the boy. 

11 Don 1T say tm tr replied his mother, SEE HOW MUCH CLEANER 

THE BASKET oom. 
t\ eve.v-

N~ prayer is4wasted --it does some good, , though not always 

what we expect. 

As Harry Emerson Fosdick put it: 

GOD DOES NOT ALWAYS ANSWER THE PETITION 

BUT HE ALWAYS A}TSWERS THE MAN• 
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but evil ke p from us , even though •e pray for it e" 

ut 1-e end clever at termnta can never convince us of the value 

o~ prayer a~ch as the actuai eXJ)erienoe and the 

re v t etimony of people ~o found deliveran.ce tlu•ough prayer. 
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Take , for examn1e, the one of J . C. Penney. 

After b ilding up a lti- m"llion doll r oh instore b , 

J . C. ? nn y ae ,ud enl y iT) d out du-in 

Ey 1 ~33 h h d lot 11th to k !nth P nney tores heh fou ded 

all over th country . -e ound up in a natorium, a beaten, 

de pond nt man of 56. al ing softly alo g 

he heard n old famili r hymn : 

Th 

e not diem yed ate •er bet1 e . 

Go will take c re of you •••• 

ic gr c earer, t 1 

'!. yo l y n , 

God ill ke re 

Conely r: a , fr 

·o m tter h m y 

Cod will t k ·.r 

or , ietinct : 

111 rovid • 9 

0 

b 

you • • • • 

f ien 

the t e t 

f yo •• • • 

r t ••• • 

... 

Lt qu te J . C. P nn y • on ord .: 

_ ent ~ed t 

Quietly ~omeon red 

In the next fe om nt 

sa k down into a ee t t the back . 

~ac,o~g from :ori ture . 

ometh!n h nened to me . 

h v never b en ble to explain it clear ly ••• I believ 

i wae mira.cl • h d e l ing of being 1ft d , > t 

or n imm n ity of dark space into a ~aoiousne s s of rm 

d. b:ril,i .. t unli .t ••... od with Hi 

tchle ly ati nt lov wa ther, to h lp me ••. .. .• 

I came 01 of that room different n, rene d ••••• 

Thi ,. e tu:r ing no1nt 1, ~l i . il nesn n n: ,., ]j_f" . H,. re overed. 

regain d cont ol of hi bu ine . now, 111 o :td c. irma of 

J . C. p nney t the e.ge 0 80 he r ,,. tly s w the 1 . 655t.h t, r of hi 

cha in op up in Hou ton . • l r Y 1 tim. ha - fo "' ny Y lJ .... 

been dev t d t o rel igiou ... "1d hilo t ro ic af i r • 



hy shall C pray? 

Becau e the un rring instinct of anki d fou."'1d 1,; r y ..,r 

to be the way t o God nd His help . 

The ber efit~ f r om r ayer are unpre ,ictable ---we may ask for on thi g, 

and get anther . It ' s like the boy who had only a woven bask~~ 

with which to fe t ch eom. w tPr , aad deQpite many attem t • «as unabl 

t o ret in it in the ba ket . 

:1oh., h t a ast, o time'' Exc.1 imed th boy . 

l)levV 
o) r yer is w~stcd --it d , though not a1w ye 

hat we expect . 

s Harry EmerBon Fo~di k put i t: 

GOD DOE roT A AYS A~·q VER T-11.; TIT? 

BUT f-i.Jt AL'!'!'~ YS r , 
.. 1• . 
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P. 78.38: 

I 

But , being full of comn s ion, 

or 1 eth iniquity, and estroyeth not; 

Ye, many ti es doth e turn 

And doth not tir u all 1 

is an er a ay, 

rath 



TA~Hit~ 
icah 7.18-20 ·ho is a God like unto Thee, that pardoneth iniquity 

And aseth by the transgression of the remnant of His 

heritage? He retaineth not His anger for ever, 

Because He deli hteth in mercy. 

He ill again have com assion uuon us; 

He ill subdue our iniquities; 

And Thou wilt cast all their sins mnto the 

depths of the sea. 



, ' I 
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Kol Nidre 1956 

TWO WAYS OF FORGIVENESS 

Once again the world stands at the brink of war. 

It is with anxious hearts that we await the news from the 
it WrH fi.,1-it,.,..(... 

ancient land of the River Nile. There,began our history as 

a people in the days of Jacob whose gifted son Joseph governed 

Egy-pt/and gave it an era of peace and prosperity. 

What Egypt now needs is a ruler like Joseph, a man of patient 

wisdom, a man able to swallow his pride and conquer resentment. 

Future historians will look /vack upon the Suez Canal crisis 

' as a conflict caused prinarily by wounded pride and thitst for 

vengeance. The crisis began, as we all know, when the Western 

powers cancelled the offer of economic aid to Egypt, and Col. 
t:, f?.k-,~ 

Nasse~ in a fit of resentn:eny retaliated 'tfl I J 1 he ■6iaz:nc£ the 

Suez Canal. 

Who can count all the follies committed by human beings under 

the prompting and inspiration of resentment? 

Untold suffering has been caused in Politics, in Economics & 

in Religion by the poisonous brew of grudges and resentments. 

A grudge, now 20 centuries old, still leaves its bloodstains 

on the relationship of Jews and Christians. 

A few months ago, I heard a federal labor relations expert 

say that when a strike starts, in most cases, the issue boils down 

to ~ersonalities and their grudges. He illustrated with an 

incident at the sign~ng of a new contract after days of difficult 

negotiations. The elated President of the Co., a.bout to initial 

the agreement, turned to the Union representatives and said: 

Gentlemen, now that we settled this strike, 

be my guests for dinner tonight. 
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To which one resentful union leader replied: 

I'd rather be seen dead than at your table. 

Whereupon the head of the Co. tore up the agreement and 

700 employees were out of jobs for another 3 weeks. 

Perhaps the deepest and deadliest resentments are those 

we f cr m against people ordinarily closest to us such as 

professional associates, friends and family. 

To how many of us applies Oscar Wilde's biting etaten:ent: 

"Children begin by loving their parents. 

After a time they judge them. 

Rarely do they forgive them." 

There is no hatred more vile than that which rises from long 

smoldering resentments and grudges between parents and children, 

between brothers and sisters and,most unhappily, between husband 

and wife. 

I saw a very timely editorial in the current issue of 

American judaism magazine, entitled: ARE YOU A GRUDGE - BEARER? 

The question is inspired by the greatest ethical commandment ever 

given -- which we shall read from the Torah tomorrow afternoon -­

Lev. 19.18: THOU SHALT NOT TAKE VENGEANCE, NOR BEAR ANY GRUDGE, 

BUT LOVE TRY NEIGHBOR AS THYSELF. 

"Bearing a grudge 11 is the biggest obstacle to decent 

human relations ---and so, on Yom Kippur, on this day of 

reconciliation and f~ giv eness, it is most appropriate to ask: 

ARE YOU A GRUDGE - BEARER 

DO YOU HARBOR RESENTMENTS ? 



Of course you do! All human beings are guilty in that 

respect. The real question is not whether you bear a grudge, 

but what can you do about it ? 

Someone once said: Nobody ever forgets where he buried the 

hatchet. If i.t its against human nature to f'ort;!et, --·-
how can we learn to fars:ri ve? 

How can we remove the bitterness which fromtime to time arows up 

between us and our fellow man? I 

The first step closer to fargiveness is suggested in a wise little 

poem by Edgar Guest, entitled "Self-Test" 

If you can laugh as you review 

The various foolish things x_ou do, 

You will be certain while you live 

Another's folly to fa:- give. 

Before we condemn the f oults and follies of others, should we 

not cons:id er the foolish thin~s we do? ---
Is any of us perfect? 

A man J.)rayed: "O Lord, take away this wicle d :person! 

And God said: Which? 

Nearly alVays the faults we see in others are also in ourselves, 

only we are not looking in that direction. 

In the War of 1812 the British, as everybody knows, burned 

Was~ington, our national Capitol. But why did the British do that? 
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Very few Americans know that, but the answer is because 

~ ~ earlier)Americans had burned the Canadian Capitol of 

York, now known as Toronto. 

Self-criticism is a rare virtue in nations as well as in 

individuals. 

Are we not like the little girl who defined Conscience 

as sonethingvin,me that tells me when my brother 3ohnnv is doing 

wrons:? 

We train our children to be that way. 

When does a child ever hear an adult admit wrong? 

Every household has a certain number of scra:ps. The majority 

are nothing but crying over spilled milk. the issue being: 

Whose fault was it, yours or mine? 

Does a child ever see a parent humbly accept blame? 

More likelv the lesson parents teach by their example is, 

no matter how wrong, ---never admit it. 

This hardened refusal to see fault within oneself 

which many a marria~e lias been broken. 

is the rock on 

Emerson suggested that the time a person really grows u:p 

is the moment he concentrates on the correction of his own faults 

instead of those of his neighbor, 

"Every man takes care that his neighbor shall ~ ~ him. 

:Sut a da:v comes when he begins to take care thR.t he does not --::::-
cheat his neighbor. Then all ,:roes well." 
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Most of our resentments and grudges would dissolve in the acid 

of honest self' criticism ---if only we were man enough to apply it. 

wi,~ t.,i" s /, I I ,IJ,V 1 53'.--,c "~ }--

**1:1"*** 

The second rethod which may help us get rid of ~rudges is suggested 

in Ben AZ;ai's remarkable statement in Pirke Abot, JQ the Sayings 

of thP- Fathers: 

. 
DESPISE MO MAN ,FOR THERE IS NO MA.N BUT HAS HIS DAY 

Abot 4.3 

We persistently under-rate people. 

When the 22 year old Alexander the Great prepared to battle 

the Persian empire, King Darius III expressed his contemptuous 

esti~.te of the future world conqueror in a letter which ended with 

the words: 

"I send you a whip and a ball; the latter that you 

may amuse yourself with a dive~sion suitable to 

:tour age; the fer mer, to serve for your chastisment." 

This gross under - estimate of young Alexander's capabilities 

cost Darius his kingdom. Similar miscalculations of the 

people we deal with may be most expensive errors in our personal 

and business relations. 
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Nobody really knows Wht t anotbe r person is capable of; h~ 
:2specially dangerous is a character judgement. 

In :Marseilles once lived a qu_eer man, known as the 

"Miser of Marseilles". He had hoarded a fabulous treasure, but 

never spent money and lived as a beggar in ra~s. Naturally, 

he was the object of universal contempt and ridicule. 

His will published after his death was ~uite a surprise. 

He left all hismoney to the citv for the building of 

an aqueduct so that the poor people of Marseilles 

might have fresh, pure water. For this purpose, he 

sMd: "I vowed to save money" 

Vlhenever the President of an or~anization or the chairman of 

a committee tells me with resentment about certain people who 

refuse to lift a finger, who give nothing, and, for all intents and 

purposes, are w<r thless, I quote my favorite line from 

Pirke Abet; Ben Azzai's: 

DESPISE N"O TurAN, FOR TH.ERE IS NO MAN BUT HAS HIS DAY 

The daily mwspapers .iustif'y conffl. ence in people's potential goodre sa. 

Again and again I read items such as the one about a certa in 

Paul Kolber who died last year in nearby Philadelphia at the 

age of 77, leaving $500.000 to the Federation of Jewish Charities. 

The interesting fact is that Paul Kolber did not begin to take part 

in Jewish conmunity until the age of 68, and only a few years before 

his death did he join a synagogue for the first time. 

THERE IS NO MAN BUT HAS HIS DAY 
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The final moral estimate of a man can not be given as long 

as he is alive. The wrr st of characters may redeem themselves 

in a sudden reversal, which nay be wa t Jud.ah the Prince, 

author of the Mishnah had in mind with his remark: 

~~~ 
"There are those who attain the world to come :Mr many years 

and there are those who attain it in a single hour" 

(Montef. Anthol. # 842) 

How can we far give and reconcile ourselves with those who cf fend us? 

The two mthods I suggested were happily brought together in the saying 

of a Chassidic Rabbi: 

The Almighty cre~ted us with 2 eyes: with one 

to see our own faults, and with the other 
~___, ' 

to see our neighbor's virtues. 

ibilbt riMNIMttlll lriii 11pnn,Jb But maybe still better is the advice Israel 

Baal Shem Tov gave to the woman who complained how mean her son was to lier 

"What shall I do '? --cried the woman. 

Rabbi Israel answered simply: LOVE HIM MORE. 



Kol :·adre 1956 
TWO WAX§_QF FO.QIVENESS 

Once again the world stands at the brink of ar . 

It is with anxious hearts that we awt.:.it t he news from the 

ancient land of the River lUle.., Th re began our history a 

a people in the d ys of Jacob whose gifted son Joseph governed 

Egypt and gave _1t an ra of ~eace and prosperity. 

at Egypt no needs is a ruler like Joseph , a man of patient 

wisdom, a nan ble to e,,,allow his ~ride and conquer resentment . 

]utur e historians will look va.ck upon the SUez · Canal crisis 

aa a oonfliot caused rin:arily by wounded pride and thri t for 

vengeance . The crisis oegan, aA ~e all know, w¾en the Western 

po ere cancelled the offer of economic aid to Egypt, and Col. 

Na.seer 1n a fit of resentn:ent retaliated with the eeizuroof the 

Suez canal . 

Who can count all th fo111es committad by human beings under 

the trompting and inspiration o~ resentm nt~ 

Untold suffering h s been caused in Politics, in Economic 

in Religion by the poieonoue brew of grudges and resentment . 
-

A grudge• now 20 centuries ol, still leaves its bloodstains 

on the relationship of Jee and Christia.ns. 

A few months ago, I heard a · federal labor relations expert 

say tha.t hen a strike starts, in most cases, the issue boils down 

to person litiea and their grudge • He illustr ted 1th an 

incident at the signing of a new contract fter days of difficult 

negotiations . The lated President of th Co . , about to initial 

the agreement, turned to the Union repr sentativea nd saids 

Gentlemen , now th t e eettled this strike, 

be my guests for dinner tonight . 
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To which one resentful union leader r plied1 

I ' d rather be aeen dead than at your table . 

Whereupon the head of the Co . tore up the agreem nt and 

700 em loyees were out of jobs for notl'Er 3 eeks . 

Perhaps the deepest and deadliest resentments are those 

we ftrm against p ople or inarily closest to us euoh a 

professional associates. friends and family . 

To how many of us applies Oscar Wilde's biting at t nt, 

"Children begin by loving their parents . 

After a time they judge them. 

Rarely do they forgive the • " 

There is no hatred IC.Ore vile than that which rises from long 

smoldering resentments nd grudges bet een p rents and children, 

between brothers and sisters nd , most unhappily, between husb·nd 

and ifo . 

I saw~ very tim ly oditori l in the current issue of 

Anerican Judaism magazine. entitleds ARE YOU A GRUDG 

The question 1a inspired by the greatest ethical coJIIIaandment ever 

given - - hich we shall read from the Torah tomorrow afternoon --

Lev . 19 . 18: THOU SHALT NOT TAKE VENGEANCE, NO AlIT G UDG , 

BUT LOVE THY ~""EIGHBOR AS THY , IF• 

"Bearing a grudge 11 1 the biggest obstacle to decent 

hunan rel tions --- and so • or,. Yom Ki pur, on thi y cf 

reconciliation and f• gir eness , it is most appropriat to asks 

ARE YOU A GRUDGE -



Of course you do t All human beings re guilty int t 

re peot . The real qu st1on is not hether you bear grudg, 

but hat ca.n yru do about it ? 

Someon one saids Nobody r forgete wh re he burie th 

hatchet . If against human nature to forget , 

bow can w learn to t.-give? 

Ho'I can e remove the b1tternea which fromtime to tim gro a up 

between us and our fellow man? 

The first tep closer to fi,givenees 1a suggested in a wia little 

poem by Edg r Gu st , entitled •self- Teet" 

If you can laugh s you review 

The various foolish t inga you do, 

You will be certain hile you 11v 

Another • B :r olly to f cr g1 Te. 

Before e condemn the f · ult and follies of others, should 

not conei:l er the t'oolieh things~ do? 

Is ny of us :perfect? 

A 1XBn prayeda "O Lord, take a ay this icle d person? 

And God said: Which? 

Nearly lVays the faults we e in others ar also in ourselves , 

only e are not looking in that dir ction. 

In the War of 1812 the British. ae eTerybody kno a, burned 

Washington , our national Cnpttol . But .. ny did the British do that? 
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Very rew Aaericans kno that, but the an er is because 

one year earlier American had burned the Canadian Capitol of 

York, now known as Toronto . 

Self-criticism is a rare virtue in nations as ell as in 

individuals . 

Are e not like the litt1e girl who def'ined ~onscience 

as sonething in me th t tells me when ma- b~other Johnny ie doing 

wrong? 

W train our children to be that way. 

Wh&n does a child ever her an adult admit rong? 

Every houeehold ka.e a certain number of ecra.ps . The majority 

are nothing but orying over spilled milk, the issue being l 

Whose fault as it, y ,ours or mine? 

Does a child ever see a pa.rent humbly accept blame? 

re likely the leaaon parents teaoh by their example is, 

no natt:: ho wrong, ---never admit it. 

Thie hardened refusal to see fault within oneself 

which many a marr1 ge llas been broken. 

1 thv rock on 

eraon suggested tba.t the time a person really grows up 

1a the moment he concentrates on the coreection of his olVl'l faults 

instead of these of his neighbor, 

"Every man takes care tbat his neighbor shall not cheat him. 

:But a day comes when he begins to take cc:1,re th t he does not 

cheat h1a neighbor . Then ll Roes ell. 0 



o t of our reaentmenta and grudge ould diaaolve in the acid 

of honest a U crit1oiam ---if only we were n enough to p~ly it . 

The second m thod Which may help ue g t rid of grudg is sugg sted 

in B n AZtai ' re rkable statement in Pir~ Abot. in the Sayings 

of the there: 

DESPISE NO ,FOR TH&r IS NO 

We persistently under-rt people. 

BUT HAS HIS DAY 

Abot 4.3 

When the 22 ya.!" old Ale:xnnder the Gr· t pr pa:red to battle 
I 

the Pe~eian empi~e. King iu II! expressed hia contemptuous 
I • 

est1mat of the :future orld1 conqueror in a letter 1hich ended 1th 

the word 1 r . 
"I send you a Whip e.nd a ball; t :1e latter that you 

f 

may amuse yourself •*th diversion su.itable to 

:,our agei the t~1 
· r, to serve for your cha tis ent." 

I 

/ 

This gross under ~ eati e of young Alexander's capabilities 
( 

/ 
cost Darius his kingdOfl• Similar miacalculationa of the 

I 
people we deal with niay be mo,t expensive errors in our personal 

and busine relations. 

I 
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Nobody rea11y kno1s t anotm~ person 18 o pa.ble of. 
I Esieoially dange-roue io a char otor judgement. 

In 21aeillee one liv d quuer man. knomi as the 

• s r o~ rae1llea•. H h d hoarded a fabulous treasure• but 
I 

nen,r spent money and lived ae a beggar 1n raga. Naturally, 

he aa the object of uniTeraal conte t nd ridicul.e. 

Hie ill publ1abed afte~ hi death .as uite a surprise. 

He le:f't all hismaney to the city for the building or 

an aqueduct so that the poor peopl of rs 111 s 

might have fresh, pure ater. For th1• purpo e, he 

•1 T wed to eave mon ~• 

Whenev r the Pr s1dent of an org~ization or the chairman of 

a comm-1ttee tells ith r aentment bout certain p opl \"/ho 

refuse to lift a finger, 111.o give nothing, and, for all intents And 

J)'Urposee, are w• thlesa, I quot J/l3' favorite line from 

Pirke Abot1 Ben Azzal' 1 

DESPIS NO YAN, FO THERE IS NO #( BUT HAS HIS DAY 

The daily n, wspapcra Justify conf:ti enc 1n p ople' s potential goodre as. 

AgR.in and a -in I read 1tems such as the one about acer in 

Paul Kolber Who died lnet year in nearby hiladel~hia at the 

age of 7?. leaving 500. 000 to the Fede t1on of Je ish Charities. 

The interesting fa.ot 1e tha\ :Paul Kolber did not begin to take part 

in Jewiab commmity until the ge of 68, end only a fe years before 

his d th did he Join a syna.gogu. for the first time. 

'l'HEP.E IS NO KAN BUT HAS HIS DAY 



The final moral eatilmlte o'f a man can not be given a long 

a.a be 1 alive. The wrr st of char ctera y redeem theme lve 

in a sudden reveraal, Wh1oh nay b wla t J'udah the Prino , 

author of the :W.abnah had ln mind with hie remarks 

•There re those who atta.1n tb or d to co in mnny year 

and there are those Who att in it in a s1ng1 hour 

(· ontet. Anthol. # 842) 

How can we ::t"crgive and reconoil oursel'V"ea 1th those lho cf :fend u ? 

The two thod I sugg ated ere happily br~1ght together in the ying 

of a Chaseid o Babbie 

The Al.mighty or t du it 2 ey : with one 

to se our er.int ult • nd with the other 

to see our neighbor's virtues. 

it•4&itiMMMNiiiRtlfemr41 Eut mayb still b tter is the dvioe Israel 

:Baal Sb. Tov gave to tho c n Who complained how an her eon as to l' 

"What shall I do? --oried the oman. 

bb1 Ierael ans 1ered ail2lpl.y1 LOVE HDJ RE. 



Yom Kippur 1956 

ON BEING HO:tlEST 

A well known olergy:m.n in ieu York once 1ned a pre cher as 

one ~hose job it 1 to c mf'ort tho :fflb ted and to affli:l t 

the comfort ble. 

this definition as 

Hie fr. nlm.ea 

The prophet Isiah fully aaured up to 

can see from today' Ea.ft rah. 

ta ruthlese1 almost ir:-it~t1ng. 

Afte r 25 centuries Iee.fR.h • s gre~ t Yorr:. Ki1>pur er.men still hitB home. 

Cons!der hi■ main po1nt1 So you think that mmy hours o'f 

praying and f a$ting makes you religious? Not at all ---in fact, 

Isiahe. suggests , you rm.y be n:aking a mockery of religion, 

"~ehold, ye fast for strife and contention, 

and to smite 1th the fist of ickednesa.• 

I. 58.4 

Ieaiah knows that 11his eudden outJ)ouring of' the llaesee, this pra.y1ngll 

and fasting, uoes not necessarily prove that anyth ing has eeally 

changed in our character and 1n our aye. Despite the fast and all, 

e shall go on tomorro a 'IJ,E're yeeterda.yJ in all likelihood, 

no rl dioal change of conduct will :follcw our fast. 

Soon 1.t will again b the same old mutual abuse• the same 

exploitation and etrife by hieh J>eople manage to ma.e en.ah 

other miserabl in their daily life. Ho does Isaiah know? 

Because tlnt'* the way we acted last year and the yea r b fore. 

We make a great eho of sanctity on Yom ppur, but what comes of 

it? After all the religious flag-waving of the high holidays 

oom s the e ~ir1tual emptiness of another ye r. 
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•Is uoh the f et I have chosen 'c" Is46ah a a 1n then me of 

God. 

afflict hi soul 

God wants from us not an arm l parad ot religion on 

this one 4 y, but a religious way of life the year round. 

In other ords• Isaiah raise the big question of honesty. 
:re pect for 

How rneet• now sincere, how honest 1 our BIP.~IIIIll'11mlebl the st ndard 

et Religion? 

Tb.a qu stic:in Which ill concern us thia morning~ 

f~t·tbt;~ 
Dllring these hours of'

1
,110nllip w (iiav be n re , ng )pag s of the 

finest moral. pt-1nci.les a serubl din any on book. 
~J,.c_ 

e ~(ha.v d ) a 1 inde of' orthy r olution for the nev, year. 
. r,~ 

Occasicinal~ dllring th u ervic a etic reeling §iy have rene ed.) 
}ll'J i.,..L~ tw ~~ d w-:ft. 

~ithin u ~the cOT neat ,iih Go nd.~he ~l hounehold of Israel. 

Ideal1et1c impuls a ~:.y vry re d} our hearts in mo nts of 

silent imdita.t1on. 

WILAT WIT.;L BE THE TES'l1 J: T TI.r""'!':I H LIDAYS HAV.E REALLY OOlf"" US 

S01.!E GOOD? WHAT IIL SI O T-~ HOl-l"'.l!iSTY MJ> SI ~CE I'l'Y OF 

THE CONVICTIONS AND RESOLTJ"'l'IONS WE SP'JJ.,L TARE no ' ITH US? 

The first 

sacrifice. 

', ·~ * 
test of honesty ~ill be our wil1ingn ss to 

Right outs e of W11 ngton.Del. thor once a big 

ign that saids 

Loyalty to our city costs u nothing• 

and yiel ot returns. 



I don't kncm l!ho thou t up this loee.n. but it 1s highly 

mi leadl n • 

li. loyalty that co t ~ nothing is orth nothing. 

Civio pride coats plentys It cote tit~ to 'ork on conmunity 

drive • it coat n y for taxes and chariti , 1t may 
; i, f, i--t. ~Swt":/i1{'"x--p ~ '}-? 

me---n serving,,. ,tn "•t~11'l d ol" lighting political corruption. 

The truth is tint loyalty to a city• to religion, to n 

institution, to a friex.d, to a moral principle ---al1 co t u11 

, • ometbl;ag.. ~ /),1,,'vvve,,,f---..._, 

Lincoln Steffen t lls us th tat on ~oint at the 

Peace Conference in Ver aille , Clemence u turned on 

rloodr~ 1leon9 Orlando and Lloyd Georg , and a ked them 

bluntly, whether the really me nt wha.4 t hoy said about 

flPeri.T,pent P ace. tt 

Thon Cl&Donoeau detailed the 

The surrender of ~er:1.a.l :po 

·They a ll :f'in:ed. 
f:,..o,,,._ ~ an.-/1,?J 

aacr1fic J;that ·ould be involveda 

r e.nd ... eoia.l p ivilec , 

the tea.ring down of tarif.£ tell, the juotm nt of E."Conom1c inequ~ -

lities end the 1·e:cioval o re trietions on i at;r .tion. 

In rer ly. th otheru ~roteut that they .ere not pre red to 
l'h.e,t- ,Y'- I(~ 

1 
112 (-, >-- fyffh~rl; /'),--Q.;f , h. /~ ( ~ ~ 

do thes thinge -•-not yet. 
'I 

THEN, ■a1d Clemenceau, YOU lXll:P~ AN PEACE. YOU MEAN AR. 

It is a common fallacy DXlld.tiN11f111ma,a,1,,.,.. to ehooae a. go l 

without al. o chooe1ng the r.e ns tht lee.d to it. 

It 1 futile to hope for results without paying the ef'tort and 

eXJ.e nae too. IIBlO results pos ibl • 
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Lawrence of Arabia tell& us oft fir t visit to 
pv-\....-~i¼-L- A~ 

London by everal t:t-iba.l. oh1e:ra 'Who n ver be:f'c:r e had b en 
A 

outsB t interior of Arabia. It .a.a ~xciting, 

and ao tirr.es b ildering 11'.f s l"ie■ e fa: the e oriental guest 

At the end of tbeir at y ,- Lo.wrence a.slr:d 

ea.ch to n me so objeot he would most apir elate as :parting 

one iet, truly· ~reas d y the wonder of civilization 

ea.la • I kn wJ:a t I w nt. There s a. hot wator faucet 

in m:, ,;t';.i- room. l ' d like to t e thnt and u.b 

hot water erev r I • 

Too ':ny 01· ue like to te,;,:p lii'e' s trea.aurA»J by an ea y turn 

o:f' tho wriot • aud do 1 o-c J.iuMt th undf'l J.ying work and 
J'h. 0,,\, rJ4 ,/._o , e,,>f-.J.-1 

aacr1~1o neoeusary~ lt . 
good /4 

e want children• but n t tne trouble of raising th~. 

Wi o.nt friendship , but not the bot r of having to~ ,ase. 

We nt a. fin reputation, but not the ~lf denio.le eseential 
to integrity. 

11 us tha.t if , e r o.11.y -. o. .. t o. religion th t s 

aoJIB thing, it 1111 co t us 

i n t.he Temple . 

ch more t an this on - day • rally 

One of our cont mpvro.ry !)oets tells us of a oudden ye rning 

she had to return to the congregation of her r,arents after long 

years of bsence in ord r , she aaid, ttto make Iqy sp1:r·it strong. • 

She aaw humble nd devout people who were drawing strength from 

1>rayer 



t no fund o faith as th reform, 

Only empttnea and doubtJ 

r ye re I had put nothing in --­

rba.t oould l hop to dr w out! 

If~...__ us the p r of religion •·-- moat lil::ely ~have 
I 

done nothing for it 1 "'1hen t so :."uturo day "".4o ;pr p 

are knocked out from under~ in sone ~ raonal criei • 

there will be little comfort :roiJ{:.~1n religion, unleos~v 

been working at it 11 t e ~1 • 

On th lls of' certain :rhy ici • offi hangs thi rhyme, 

God and tm dot r, 11 men ""dore 

en eicknes but not bef ox • 
I oomes, 1\ 

When health return, a!!k requit d, 

od 1a gotten and tho doctor lighte ' \ 
I 

nw.tevcr your oa.1, -- b it mc;re aning:ful religion, , 

, . 
\ 

or a mo:re atiat•y:tng home life, or· ~ ore e ·te ~ d l)li..oe in_ the . ,1 , 
ftJ. /;-1 q~~n.,._cc_}ff ,,. lJ ,11,~ 

community, --- if you honestly want .ny of thee, Qw prc~er~~~ 
~ ~ ,t- ~ J )~0..+<-L 

ll&Y the FiPica. It will cost time. et":fo:r:-t, study• ney..J/~c.J .-f ~ 
5-u,t~ sp,r-lt..v<_ ,~ .. -v--fh., ~ S"l.,..,'<-Oc_ r -A-1 ,f c,.., ,/f <JJSf {'Jd ~ r /te~cl-7 /a1'-nb7_ 

f~J. * * * r 
The other test of honesty is one we quickly pa.as or qui ·.,.1y f _11: 

It i pro1L;ptndsa o:f' action ~ ~'-e. ~ C ~ -~ 

The Kotzker Rabbi a.id: 3 ~6 re a" out to perf rm a 

good de ds I SHALL DO IT SOON•• a Ii:ii.u 0£ poo character 
I READY TO ro IT NOW --a n of avera e char cter 

I AM DOD G IT -- the cbarcter of the :pr is rtby. 



i 

aa-;,,bi Hillel challeng a us silnplys 

And ho much we need to keep th1e Q'balleng before u. 

The e 1-· · b ttor ay 

We do that all the time 

We 

proarastin tion. 

~ ----
------T-.;;::o:::...cite oniy on timely e 

I 

reaolut1ono • -~ + 
~ {; w?{J)-.,....5, c.µ,v~w-e-, 

Vl;..de the::21 by dol.~J by 

• st of u 

the least a gooa Jew oan do "or h1a p 9pl 1 to buy an 
' ' 

Iara 11 bond, in this eris! , d. l · Y doing it until 
I I 

we huv ef:f'ect:ir 

ordoa 

I 
! 

till I am known• _.. and ·do riot 
I \ 

/' : , 
I I 

I I I 
;.; ( 
, I ' 

1ted 1n 

\ 



I ho~e t t many of you have been thinking eerioualy• 

and perhaps certa in decisions 

Is it to llt write• or visit 

ve cryet llized in your mind. 

-~cf.:£::;~ ~ 
---bind yCllrelf now to a date. 

Is it to spend mor time 1th ycur children? --fix the ech dule no. 

time of purchase. In life too, we are not re lly bilYing an ti ea until 

e make the 1downp yment of inst t action. 

The f'irst word in the Bible 1s \.JI 'C2t f C , ;,. IN THE BEGINNDTG 
/ 

It suggest• that t h e crucial moment in veryth1ng good e do, 1 ,' ,I 

beginni~. . 

the 

/_' 
lt is an old Je 
I 

to ta¥e a hauw,er and, 

~ 1-Jrt ~}~ 
ish custom at t he end of Yom Kippur for a. man 

lj.jc_ 
--bef'cre breaking lii f ast••- to drive 

a nail into~ plank of wood, t~ ~t rt the building of a booth far 
I , , 

Succo~ the 1ne:xt holiday on the ca.lendar. It's a tok of 
✓ · , act promptly on God I a 

being in :¢meat, of honest dete.rmination to wam p t11N••t0M •Ml➔ 
7 

comman~ts.W)htfifl¥111+tmail•816j1m 
' I 

..L ' . , religious 
ytnen you ,'return home th~ ,. · evening, which resolution will you 

be Pf' 'lared tO' act on imnidiJely? If 1 t happens to be resulution 

b~co~ an /a.otiv e Temple jembe1', the very next aervt, e 1 the one "v j,.,.i.,~ 
-~ I I '/ . , 

to eta~~ II.t you decide to seek 1DOre J'ewiah ducation, begin with 
/ ) , \ , ' (ti~ ~f-(_{(A_e,,+ /Jry?w-

the openin,i see•ion of Adult Sunday ..,cltovh tev r it 1s --
''I : I iw{i 

ilem rrpler the proverbs THE BEGINN G IS TIE WHOLE • 
.,. 

/ 



Isiah tella us God is not eaitsfied with Yom ppur. 

11 LT THOU ALL TRIS AN ACCEPl'ABlE DAY TO THE LOBD? • 

What c~unts 1a not thia one day. but whatn-er -f!!;; this day 

might produce 1n our o"'teuct hencetor~ 

The true value of~ ~ennet 'be great t ~n our response 

to the d mam s of religion in the days ah ad. 

Readiness to pay the price, and action ithout delay will 

be th test of our honesty. 

A traveller once aud a res:54 enta 

Wh tis this pl .oe noted for? 

The m. tive thm ght a while and ans er ds 

"Wellt mister, this is the starting point for any place in the world . 

You can ate.rt ritht h re and go any, here you want to . • 

-!t 7011 hqneatl.y liye by 701 :r »ellgion and take it--aer11'€I1ny, 

~ere ia ?fO telling how far :,ou nay l!;O in be!l:ns a b.b saillg to aJ.l;;::-

\. .~/1,.._ 0 e. ,1,~~?'d~ML.cc-t ~d w.f~ ~ r/ ~ /1.lB'Eft. Toti Ci<N S'URr RIGHT lDilIIB. · 4 ~ '::Jfk-'- -~ 
/ 1k fY>'f J li--r- ·~-~ 

/ 
/ 

f 
/ 

J 
/ 

I 



Yom Ki:p:pur 1956 

0~ BEING Hmm ST 

A well known clergyman in New York once dfined a preacher as 

one whose job it is to comfort the affl:b ted and to affl:b t 

the comfortable. The prophet Isiah fully measured up to 

this definition as we can see from today's Haftarah. 

His frankness is ruthless, almost irritating. 

Afte r 25 centuries Isaiah's great Yorn Kippur sermon still hits home. 

Cons:id er his main point: So you think that many hours of 

praying and f a sting makes you religious? Not at all ---in fact, 

Isiaha suggests , you may be making a mockery of religion: 

"Behold, ye fast for strife and contention, 

and to smite with the fist of wickedness." 

Is. 58.4 

Isaiah knows that this sudden outpouring of the masses, this prayinga 

and fasting, does not necessarily prove tha t anyth ing has eeally 

changed in our cbaracter and in our ways. Despite the fast and all, 

we shall go on tomorrow as we were yesterday; in all likelihood, 

no radical change of conduct will follow our fast. 

Soon it will again be the same old mutual abuse, the same 

exploitation and strife by which people manage to make.each 

other miserable in their daily life. How does Isaiah know? 
,rt hiJpfJ!:!-t,<etl. 

Because that's the way Ne &e~ed last year and the year before. 

We make a great show of sanctity on Yom Kippur, but what comes of 

it? After all the religious flag-waving 011 the high holidays 

comes the s piritual emptiness of another year. 
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"Is such the fast I have chosen? 11 Isaiah asks in the name of 

God. "The day" ----this~ day ---- for a man to 

afflict his soul? 

God wants from us not an annual parade of religion on 

this one day, but a religious way of life the year round. 

In other words, Isaiah raises the bi~ question of honesty. 
respect for 

How earnest, how sincere, how honest is our ImJlFIDll'D3JilllllIDt:m the standards 

of Religion? 

That is the question which will concern us this morning . 

Durin~ these hours of woraaip we have been reading pages of the 

finest moral principles asserrililed in anv onP- book. 

We mav have made .... 11 kinds of worthv resolutions for the new year. 

Occasionally during these se~vices a mystic feeling mav have renewed 

within us the coveneRt with G0d and the whole household of Israel. 

Idealistic impulses may have reached our hearts in moments of 

silent reditation. 

HOW CAN WE JlAKlJ; ALL THESE GOOD IKFLUENCES LAST ? 

'WHAT WILL BE Tl-IE TEST TlIAT THESE HOLIDAYS HA VE REALLY DOlIE US 

S01:E GOOD? ViHAT WilL SI OW THE HONESTY AND SINCERITY OF 

THE CONVICTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS WE SH.ALL TL'f\E ROHE WITH US? 

* * * 
The first big test of honestv will be our willingness to 

sacrifice. 

Right outs:id e of Wilmington,Del . there once was a bii:i 

sign the,t said: 

Loyalty to our city costs us nothing, 

and yields vast returns. 



I don't know nho thought up this slogan, but it is highly 

misleadi. ng. 

A loyalty that costs us nothing is worth nothing. 

Civic pride costs plenty: It costs time to work on community 

drives, it costs money for taxes and charities; it mav 

mean serving on c;tvzhc::."beards or fighting political corruption. 

The truth is tro.t lovalty to a city, to a religion, to an 

institution, to a friend, to a moral :principle ---all cost us 

somethin.2'. 

Lincoln Steff ens tells us th(, t at one point at the 

Peace Conference in Versailles, Clemenceau turned on 

Woodrcm Wilson, Orlando and Llovd George, and asked them 

bluntly• whether they really meant what they said about 

wanting "Perma.nent Peace. 11 They all affir:rre d. 

Then Clemenceau detailed the sacrifices that would be i~volved: 

The surrender of imperial power and special privilege, 

the tearing dow~ of tariff walls. the ad.iustne nt of economic inequa -

lities and the removal of restrictions on i:m.rriigrc-,tion. 

In reply, the others protested that they were not prepared to 

do these things ---not yet. 

THEN, said Clemfmceau, YOU DON'T 1iE AN PEACE. YOU 1.::E.AN WJµ{. 

It is a c on:nnon fall a c:v ~ to eho o s e a goal 

without also choosing the me ans tht lead to it. 

It is futile to hope for results without paving the effort and 

exre nse that male results :possible. 
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Lawrence of Arabia tells us of tl:e first visit to 

London by several tribal chiefs who never befcre had been 

outs:a e tlB interior of Arabia. It was an exciting, 

and sorre times bewildering expe riext e f c:r these oriental guests 

of tae British government. At the end of their stay. Law-rence asmd 

each to name some object he would most appreciate as a parting 

gift. One chief, truly impressed by the wonders of civilization 

san: " I kn~ wra t I want. There is a hot wat er faucet 

in my hotel room. I'd like to ta,ke that and make 

hot water wherever I am." 

Too many of us like to ta~ life's treasures by an easy turn 

of the wrist, and do nothing about the underlying work and 

sacrifice necessary for results. 
good 

We want children, but not the trouble of raising them. 

We want friendship, but not the botre r of having to please. 

We m.nt a fine reputation, but not the self denials essential 
to integrity. 

And Isaiah tells us that if we really want a, religion that means 

sone th:in et, it will cost us much more than this one - day - rally 

in t he Temple. 

One of our contemp~rary poets tells us of a sudden yearning 

she had to return to the congregation of her parents after long 

vears of a.bsence in order, she said, "to make my spirit strong." 

She saw humble and devout people who were drawing strength from 

prayer --------
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But no fund of faith was there for me, 

Only emptiness and doubt; 

For years I had put nothing in 
'n "....,.. What could I ¼ f I : draw out 1 -

If we miss the power of religion---- most likelv we have 

done nothing for :it 1 When at some future day the props 

are knocked out from under us in some personal crisis, 

there will be little comfort for us in religion, unless we have 

been working at it all the time. 

On the walls of a certain rhysician 1 s office hangs this rhyme: 

God and tre doctor, all men adore 

'When sickness comes, but not before; 

When health returns, alike requited, 

God is ft:IITgotten and the doctor slighted 1 

Whatever your goal, --- be it m more neaningful religion, 

or a more satisfying home life, or a more estee:rre d place in the 

community, --- if you honestly want a,ny of these, be prepared to 

pay the price. It will cost time, effort, study, money. 

* * * 
The other test of honesty is one we quickly pass or quickly fail: 

It is promptness of action 

The Kotzker Rabbi said: 3 characters are about to perform a 

good deed: I SHALL DO IT SOON -- a nan of poor character 
I Al.I READY TO DO IT NOW --a rran of average character 

I AM DOING IT -- the charcter of the praiseworthy. 
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Rabbi Hillel challenges us simply: 

IF NOT NOW, WHEN ? 

And how much we need to keep this challenge before us. 

When Congress wants to kill a bill, it rarely votes it down. 

There is a better way knovm as 11BUrying it in Conmittee" 

We do that all the time with our noblest resolutions. 

We dare not reject our duties, 

:procrastination. 

but w7evade them by delay and by 

To cite only one timely examrle. Most of us agree that 
~J~) > 

the least a good Jew can do for his people~is to buy an 

Israeli bond in this crisis, ---but we delay doing it until 

we have effectwely sabd aged our good intention. 

Delay often make.$a good deed wcrrthless. 

In the long years of obscurity when Dr. Johnson prepared whe 

Dictionary which finally brought him fame, he waited in 

vain for support from Lord Chesterfield. After the book 

::s ~::l::h:mt:: ::: ::::a:::::eLo:: ::s:::::: :: trB d 
Dr. Johnson rejected the belated gesture with these memorable 

words: 

"The notice which you have been pleased to take 

of my labors, had it been early, had been kind; 

But it has been deJayed till I am indifferent, and 

cannot en.icy it; 

till I am known, and do not want it." 
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I hope that many of you have been thinking seriously, 

and perhaps certain decisions have crystallized in your mind. 

Is it to call, write, or visit a certain dear person more regular)y,? 

---bind yourslf now to a date. 

Is it to spend more time with yrur children? --fix the schedule now. 

Is it reco r ciliation with someone? ---take the initative today! 

It is sound business prc:.ctice to require a down-payment at the 

time of purchase. In life too, we are not really b~ing an :nea until 

we make the down:payment of instant action. 

The first word in the Bible is \_))) e. /CJ~ IN THE BEGINNING 

It suggests that the crucial moment in everything good we do, is the 

beginning. 

It is an old Jewish custom at the end of Yom Kippur for a man 

to take a hammer and, --bef~ e breaking his fast --- to drive 

a nail into a plank of wood, to start the building of a booth far 

Succos, the next holiday on the calendar. It's a token of 
act promptly on God's 

bein~ in earnest, of honest determination to mmroJffWlI11l'.l»nrim:n0:mxrobm 

command1nent s. ~ 

When you return home this evening, 

be prepared to act on i:mmidiatel:v? 

religious 
which resolution will you 

If it hap~ens to be a resolution 

to become an active Tem}Jle member, the very next serv:b e is the one 

to start. If you decide to seek more Jewish education, begin with 

the opening session of Adult Sunday School. vVla tever it is --­

fterre mber the :proverb: THE BEGINNING IS HALF TIE '!lHOLE. 



I 
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\\That ~ts is not th· one day, but what 

mi~ produce in our conduct hAnceforth. 

er results this day 

The true valuP. of Yom Kippur cannot be greater than our response 

to the derru=i.rds of religion in the days ahead. 

Readiness to pay the price. and action without delay will 

be the test of our honestv. 

~WY\,)W-W-­
A traveller once as•d a~ 

What is this plRce noted for? 

The ra tive th01 ght a v1hile and answered: 

"Well. mister" this is the starting :point for any :place in the world. 

You can start ri!fb_t here and go anywhere you ·want to. 11 

If you honestly live by y~ r religion and take it seriously, 

there is no telling how far you nay go in being a b2 ssing to all. 

REJE }IDER, · YOU CAN START RIGHT HERE. 



Yv .. " i-t · r? e 11'-l YIZKOR 19 5 6 1//_ / o/ 7 0 
FOR DYING 

... h. °' s pe.,c: ~ I +e .. ~ 
~i!r"!'-.!'-91ft"l!!~~lfll!l"'-melf!flWl"'9!!119'!1W~""'~~ffll!~!!l!PI~~~ .. , 1, tj is i'\ haur 

PREP~TION 

given to the remembrance of our dear ones who have gone where we mus~ go. 

We know that in not too many years, we shall be remembered ~n the 

same way in which we now remember those who have gone ahead. 

It is inevitable that this hour be, in a sense, preparation for dyin~. 

I do not mean that we shoubd or could gain ... advance_ information 
;\loo.,.,,,,--

----· - - ·--•--~ - - the hereafter. This hour will not 

tear the veil of mystery from those exJeriences and advertures that 

await our souls in the time to come. As Psalm 115.16 tells us: 

THE HEAVENS ARE THE HEAVENS OF THE LORD 

BUT THE EARTH HATH HE GIVEN TO THE CHILDREN OF MEN 

Concernin~ the divine realm we can say no more than th tit 
nd their secrets 

exists: THE HEAVENS/REMAIN THE HEAVENS OF THE LORD 

But the earth is ours. And the kind of life we shall have on 

earth is also ours to determine: 

FOR THE EA..."tTH HATH HE GIV ..:i.N TO THE CHILDREN CF l~N. 

So. What do vie ne an by pre:paring ru rselves for dying? 

Not •• .. ==••ie. idle speculation# about the hereafter! 
Nrt; r ~ s.s; _. e--.. tlot morbid fear, 158a _._ waiting for death, 

but,on the contzary, as we face the possibi}ity, indeed, the certainty 

of death, we llDlllil take from it a greater sense of urgency to make the ---
most of life while we still have it. 

There are many things vve may learn from the contempJa tion of 

the issues of life and death. 

We may learn humility, --- such as is conveyed in the phrase 

with which the poet Carl Sandburg addressed himself to his readers: 

"MY FELLOW - 'WORMS" 
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Or, death may be to us a sign-post to religious faith in so far as death 

is the ulti:rrate evidence that :rran is not his own master but stands under 

an irresistable power greater than himself. Gaaeral U.SGrant 

was visited on his death-bed by a friend who tried to entertain him 
t_i:ettelo-~ I 

, 

with military affairs. Bu~Grant cut him off. 

"DON'T TALK TO ]AE ABOUT WAR ---TELL ME ABOUT PRAYER" TM. c,,.,,.,.c.. ..... ,11-I-:, .. 0t 
.l>~at&.. Ye.•~.,..,.,__~ • .,,..., v~l'-'-e..r~J (l.,.,,H·d•:es. 
Death drives us into the arms of God, if nothing else does. 

:LL 1 ~ 1r~~ w~_,..., 
Then, again, weright learn from these considerati~sa~.: 

trivial and foolish are the resentn.ents which embitter brother 
'\N'~ 

agoainst brat] ; and li:ke J"ohn Greenleaf Whittier, 

we might learn from the dead to forgive the living: 

My heart was heavv, for its trust had been 

Abused, its kindness answered with foul wrong; 

So turning gloomily from mf fellow men, 

One summr Sabbath day I strolled among 

The green mounds of the village burial-place; 

Where, ponder i~ how all human love and hate 

Find one sad level; and how, soon or late, 

Wronged and wrongdoer, each with meekened face, 

And cold hands folded over a still heart, 

Pass the green threshold of our common grave, 

Whither all footsteps tend, whence none depart, 

Awed from myself, and pitying my race, 

Our connnon sorrow, like a mighty wave, 

SWe:pt all my pride away, and, trembling, I forgave! 

But above all, thrughts of death should turn us with increased eagerness 

to the tasks, the unfinished ta.sks,of life. 
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was able to say 
We are not all as fortunate as Montaigne who toward the 

end of his life: 
,.._, l;f<., 

If Thad to live~over again, I wou1.d live as I have lived. 

I neither regret the past nor fear the future.~ 

For some of us;unhappily
1

the,light of important knowledge 

arises too late. 

On his 84th birthday Bernard Baruch gave an interview in 

which he commented on some of his mistakes. One was that he did 

not accent Woodrow Wilson's offer to become his Secy of the Treasury. 

Another regret was that he had not vis~ted his mother often enough while. 

she was alive. In this connection Mr. Baruch recalled that while 
-;;.,\ /Lt Wli.k I.Jo (,.s-Udk':t..J--

he 'las vislt ing President Roosevelt j Jlf J • rt s · -7World War II, the 

President received a telephone call. He listened with a serious 

expression on his face, then put down the~--•-•• and said: 

Mother is very sick. 

The President added that he planned to visit his mother in a week or 

10 days. Mr . Baruch 'et r 7 Zi: Yfc,/u. ~ ~ 
Mr. President, I am older than you. I can never cease to regret the 

time I could have been with my mother}when I wasn't. 
p.llfw,,tJ_ -/&4-•' ~~~-·cc.. 

111,t a 2 s J; f tl · r President Roosevelt !Ill • • • , • 

Benjamin Franklin 

not do tomorrow what ou can do today 

the wise - learn# from all men. 

'.l.'here 1 s no reason why we cannot le =- rn an import ant truth from a 

heavy weight boxing champion. Rocky Marciano, who spent a good deal 

of his life on the brink of criminalty, has becorre a rath=>r respectaftle 



r. 

figure especially since his retirement from the ring. 

In his recently published autobiogranhioal articles, he reports 

the incident which persuaded him to 

make such a graceful exit from the ring. 

· , A priest1 who advised him to spend'M:).i:'e ti rr.e 

with his family} started M.rr. on the thought of retirement. 

11 ! said to myself. Rock what are you looking for? 

I want ed to have a little money and a little influence and the 

things that go with it, and I had them. My wife had furs and 

jewlry, but she didn't have-2::,e,and 1didn 1 t have her. I 

said to myself: Rook where are you going to ~fefore 

you go overboard? 

What a wonderful question to ask ourslves: 
\ 

Where lm i going to stopJbefore I go overboard? 

What do mm r ~ally want to get out of life 7:-' 

Where am I going to stop? Life being short as it is, can we 

afford to give away some of those precious hours which we can share 

11111@1,,1.•n...-rel!I-.= 1U"!"o~n~-n'ffl!~~~re,,,~~~)l.1.ib-­

.,w;~ ... -.lliwi~~~~rir"~ftl~~ffl!"tl"e"""!!!""T1hffl:t'rf:u½-"'9ttPfil"f 9 
111:ml A busy 1ndustriai;

11
s"t~ut a stop to hiw own hectic schedule, 

a: I lie rea.lized how much he had denied himself to his own fam i ly .. T~~ J~y 

with wife and children? 

'-'i!!' s~~J f:an·}/';;~"cZfi1\~~"stf:t "ts l,i; [,11.~~ct·t.,ttJ, h~AJ t~~~ ~ .c: ~rd .._,._.~IL 

~ ~ 1-J ! To ray dear son: 
I give you one hour of each week-day, and two hours of my ---Sundays, to be used as you wish. 

Your father. 
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We are so often tempted to speak of the senterce of death 

which is imposed u~on all living beings. But it is equally 

true tat we are under a sentence of life. ,,,,_. o---(_. ~ ~ ~ 

~u ·~Pi M: · . /t¼7tt,~atiti[d;4;eft:: e~r 1fe0

~~ ~i,:;e. 
"~ ".i ~ l"«.~ !I.. iM. "'tl11i; ~iu I i'b@t10 weesaa;@ our prayerbook • that God is 

the King of Life who delights in Life• want r I lo lt: a Lil ti 

His gre2t love preserves us in life. 

His love has reached us through thousands of persons, 

especially those whom we remember now: 

our dear parents, their devotion and guidance; 

a husband or wife, with whom we shared the ha:t::pie st and richest 

eXJ.)eriences of ljf e 
loyal 

a brother or sister who was a;companion to us through joys and 

sorrows 

Children who were the light of our eyes, 

friends who were precious to us 

as messengers of God's love. 

all these we remember 

And so this is a moment of gratitude and faith 

Gratitude for the lives we knew, and Faith that all is well with them. 

For surely, God did not create all these lovable human beings 

only to abandon them to the grave. Wherever they are, they 

cannot be cut off from God's love and care, ---but as the pcet mfimnmm 

said: No soul can be forever banned, 

Eternally bereft; 

Whoever falls from God's right hand 

Is caught into his left. 


