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"A SCIENTIST ACKNOdLEDGES THE /v\YSTERY" 

"The most beautiful experience _we can have is the 
mysterious. It is the fundamental emot~on which 
stands at the crad I e of true art and 1 rue ·s·ci ence. 
Whoever does not know ·j t and can no I anger wonder, 
no longer marvel, is as good as dead, and his eyes 
are ·dimmed. It was the experience of mystery -
even if m·ixed with fear _--::. that engendgred 
religion. A knowledge of the existence of some-

thing we cannot penetr·a1·e, our perceptions of the 
profo~ndest reason and the most rad,ant beauty, 
which only in their most primitive forms are 
access_ibl~ to our minds -- it is th1s knowledge 
and this emotion that constitute true religiosity; 
in this sense, and in this alone, I am a deeply 
religious man. 11 

--

From Albert Einstein's book 
11 Living Philosophies" 

(fh)s selecition has been suggested 
by Mrs. Samuel H. Lavine.) 
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at 

HAR S I NA I TEf,\PLE 

Rabbis 
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Richard J. Sobel 

Cantor 

Marsha 11 f>\. GI atzer 

491 Be I I evue..Avenue Trenton; N,J. 08618 
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Friday~ September 22, 1967 



FRIDAY EVENING, SEPTEfv\BER 22, 1967 

Candle Blessing: f,\rs. Lloyd P. Klatzkin 

Ushers: Harold G. Orland, Seimour D. 
Selzer and Jacob Garfunkel 

The Congregat1on congratulatei Dr. and Mrs. 
Howcird w: Epstein on the naming of their son 
Ronald Jay. 

SATURDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 23, 1967 . 

Services begin at 11 A.H. 

Har Sinai welcomes al I visitors and new
·comers ·who may be interested in Temp I e 
affiliation. Kindly cal I the Templ e 
office (392-7143) f,\onday through Friday, 
9 A.M. to 4 P.M. for information regard
ing membership in our Congregation. 

FORTHCQ'I\I~ EVENTS 

Saturday, September 23, at 9 A.M. opening s~ssion 
of Confirmation class, Saturday group. 

Sunday, September 24, at 9 A .N. -- opening .sess-·~on 
of Confirmat ·ion class, Sunday group. · . ... 

10:30 A.N. -- opening bru~h ., · 
of High School department. RSVP ·at Temple, 392-7143. 

* * * 

Wednesday evening, September 27, at 8:15 P.M. -
joint meeting of Har Sinai Sisterhood and Men's Club. 
Wi I I feature Dr. Curt Levi ant of the Department ~f . 
Hebraic Studies of Rutgers University, on the topic 

"The GSni~s of S. Y~ Agnon" · 
Israel's first Nobel prize winning .author (1966). 
Please come and bring your friends. 

* * * 

Thursday evening, September 28, at 8:15 P.M. -
Judaism class for prospective converts and otners 
interested in a survey of Jewish beliefs and prac
tices, conducted by ~abbi Sobel in his study. For 
registration, just telephone the Temple office 
(392-7143). 

* * * 

Members of the Temple are asked to contribute sig
nificant passages and poems for inclusion in our 
services. If you have a favorite passage, poem or 
original composition, please send it, typewritten and 
double spaced, to Mrs. Samuel H. Lavine, I 125 Sourh 
Clinton Avenue, Trenton, N.J. 08611, who is servf~g 
as coordinator. This material wi 11 b·e forwarded to 
our Rabbis for their consideration. Those propos .. i!)g 
such literary contributions wi I I be invited to re~d 
them from the pulpit if they wish. 
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SOME IMPORTANT ITEMS 
ABOUT THE FORUM 

The full Adult Education Committee 
met this past week under the Chairman
ship of Mr. Joseph Barry to promote the 
most fascinating program which the 
Committee has arranged over more than 
a quarter of a century. Please take note 
of the following items: 

1) BROCHURES 

A most attractive brochure has been 
prepared by Mrs. Sumner Alpert and 
Mrs. Myron Wilner which will reach you 
in the next few days. The brochure de
scribes the program and tells about each 
of the speakers. 

2) HOWARD GALITSKY AND 
ROBERT SKOLNICK 
CO-CHAIRMEN OF ENROLLMENT 

A registration of 800 has been set as a 
goal by the Enrollment Committee 
headed by Mr. Howard Galitsky and Mr. 
Robert Skolnick. Judging by the great 
interest shown by those who have learned 
something about the program, this 
ought not to be too difficult a goal to 
reach. 

3) DR. HERBERT RUBIN NAMED 
CO-ORDINATOR 

The complex and painstaking task of 
co-ordinating the speakers with the mod
erators has been assigned to Dr. Herbert 
Rubin. 

4) THE FORUM AS A PUBLIC 
RELATIONS INSTRUMENT 

A growing number of interested mem
bers are purchasing batches of 10-25 
tickets to distribute amongst their em
ployees and their Christian neighbors 
and friends. The Temple Forum is ac
cepted in the highest circles of the city 
as one of the leading education channels. 
Every member will be asked to support 
the Forum at the very minimum of pur
chasing two tickets. 

MANY OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
STUDENTS TO STUDY IN 

ISRAEL - FOR A SUMMER 
FOR A FULL YEAR 

The Hebrew University, the Jewish 
Agency, and many other educational in
stitutions are increasingly making avail
able to American students opportunities 
for spending a summer or a full year in 
Israel. Further information may be ob
tained by calling the Temple office. 

COMMUNION WITH GOD 
Judaism demands of each of us: study 

and action, (Ma'aseh and Talmud), re
garding both of them as means for com
munion with God. We regard this de
mand for Study and Practice not as one 
to be fulfilled only by a small profes
sional group, who may be Jews for the 
rest of us. Each one of us must devote 
part of his day to Jewish thought and 
the Jewish mode of communion with 
God. 

There ma be those who feel that the 
caif7fve quite · happil with_cmt. either re-
1g10us disciplin~ or communion with-

._. God. But they are in grave error. e 
restlessness which characterizes us, the 
confusion which has come on our times, 
the increasing percentage of neuroses 
among us, and the general unhappiness 
of all of us in the midst of the greatest 
affluence the world has yet seen, has 
come upon us primarily because of the 
lack of that sense of communion with 
God which made our forefathers happy 
in spite of the· h · 
c · e resemb.J.E;l._J:nclst.-el.ru..el;~,_ 
those little children who, n..QJLJ:ia::rn:Lg._~~L 
learned to interpret the symptoms of 
weariness and hunger, cry when bedtime 
or mealtime comes, and yet refuse either 
t their food. iving 
in a gilded palace, as it were, we are 
still miserable, for we are essentially 
orphans, having lost that most precious 
of all values in life, the sense of the 
Fatherhood of God. 

he (e~Ung of d.enriva ion rows 
sharper and more poignant instead of 
less severe, as_ we grow nld.e.I:. The tim~ 

- com""es to each of us when the burdens 
of life seem far too heavy to carry, when 
the brightness of youth begins to fade, 
and we notice the lengthening shadows 
which presage our end. 

More than ever then do we become 
homesick; homesick, not for our houses 
or for our countries, ,buL bomesick for 
the universal.Earent-of all -of us,for- tbaJ 
deep affection which is the heart of the 
universe itself, for the mercy of God; 
yet a wall of iron has been placed be
tween us and Him, and we cannot find 
Him. What greater good can a man 
achieve, either for himself or for the 
world, than to contribute his effort to 
piercing this wall, and bring the F'ather 
and the children once more into loving 
communion with one another! 

FLOWER FUND 
The pulpit flowers for the College 

Homecoming Service were the gift of 
Mrs. James H. Packer and children in 
loving memory of their husband and 
father, James H. Packer. 
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SPECIAL GIFTS FUND 

In honor of the 45th wedding anniver
sary of Mr. and Mrs. William \Volfson 
Mrs. Charles Kane 
In honor of the 35th wedding anniver-
ary of Mr. ancl Mrs. forris Gorman 

Mr. and Mrs. David Zalkind 
In memory of Dora Rubin (si ter of 
l\Irs. Wolf Lepe·) 
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Horvitz 
In memory of O car Fragaer (father of 
Mr . Rube Freedman) 
Miss Ruth Lash 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Labecki 
In memory of Albert Sugarman 
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Smith, Mr. and Mrs. 
George Goldberg, Mrs. Harry Tauber, 
Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Silk 
In memory of Jennie Gollis 
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Schwartz, Dr. and 
Mrs. Harry Cooperstein, Mr. and Mrs. 
Jack Thaler and Family, Mr. and Mrs. 
Seymour Sugarman 
For the recovery of Elsie Udovin 
Mr. and Mrs. David Zalkind 
Mrs. Sara Miller 
In memory of James Goldman (Prov.) 
Mr. and Mrs. Carlton Dubitsky 
In memory of Lorraine Resnick 
Mrs. Charles Kane and Family, Mr. and 
Mrs. Sidney Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Samuel 
Schwartz, B'nai B'rith Girls, Mr. and 
Mrs. Carlton Dubitsky, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ainsley Lasky, Mr. and Mrs. Hyman 
Lepes, Mr. and Mrs. Seymour Sugarman 
In memory of Rabbi Mose Tabachnick, 
Meyer Markell, Jennie Golli 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Thaler and Family 
In m mory of Fannie Oster, Mr. Udin 
(Providence) 
Harriet Hennessey 
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Liss 

INSTALL 

GAS 
HEAT 

• Satisfaction Guaranteed 
• 10 Year FREE Maintenance 

and ervice 

FALL RIVER GAS CO. 

In memory of Marjorie Bisson (New 
Bedford) 
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Belford 
In memory of David Sher (New Bedford) 
Mr. and Mrs. George Lucove 
Mr. and Mrs. Leon Sarin 
In memorv of Louis Agid 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Freeman 
Mr. and Mrs. George Lucove 
In memory of Jaeob Berson (Hartford) 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Freeman, Mr. and 
Mrs. George Lucove, Mr. and Mrs. George 
Goldberg 
In memory of l\filton Tinkoff 
Mr. and Mrs. Hyman Lepes, Mr. and Mrs. 
Benjamin Horvitz, Mr. and Mrs. Seymour 
Sugarman, Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Smith, 
Mr. and Mrs. Meyer Gurnitz, Mr. and 
Mrs. James Kane, Mr. and Mrs. Samuel 
Liss, Mr. and Mrs. Hyman Karp, Mr. 
and Mrs. Jack Lovit, Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Markell, Mr. and Mrs. Hyman 
Miller, Mr. and Mrs. George Lucove, 
Rita Paquette 
In memory of Ella Friedberg 
Mrs. Charles Kane and Family, Mr. and 
Mrs. Israel Marks, Miss Elaine Marks, 
Mr. and Mrs. Mannis Shapiro, Mr. and 
Mrs. Harry Burstein 

USY'ERS ATTEND 
NATIONAL CONVENTION 

President Deborah Grozen, Second 
Vice-President Jane Sugarman and 
Treasurer, David Freedman were del
egates at the National Convention of the 
United Synagogue Youth in St. Louis, 
Mo. A complete report will be published 
in a later Bulletin. 

TEMPLE BETH EL BULLETIN 
Published weekly from September to 
June by T emple Beth El, 3 5 High 
Street. Fall River, Mass. 02720. Sub
scription price 50 cents a year. Second 
cla s postage paid at Fall River, Mass. 

Samuel S. Rud rman, Rabbi 
Ephraim F. Mandelcorn, Rabbi 
William Golden, L'antor 
Maynard P. Freedman, President 

Rabbi Joshua 0- Raber.man 
491-54 ~llevue ~venue 
Trenton. N.,J. 08618 
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For 

i-.A33I JOS:!UA O. I!ABERMAN 
HAR Sit/AI TEMPLE 
491 BELLEVUE AVE. 

tEMPLE OMAREI SHALOM 

ADULT EDUCATION COURSES 

FALL SEMESTER • 1967 

TEMPLE OHABEI SHALOM 

Faculty 

Non-profit Org. 

RABBI ALBERT S. GOLDSTEI 

RABBI TA LEY T. RELKI 

CA TOR ALEX ZIMMER 

MR. LOUI SIAGEL 

Auspices Subject Hour Dates 

Men and Adult Club a. Current Jewish Tssues 7 :30 P.M. Oct. 29, ov. 12, 
Women Text: Dimension (a quarterly) Dec.17 

Instructor( s) 

Rabbi Goldstein 
and 

Cantor Zimmer 

Men B.T.O.S. 

Men B.T.O.S. 

Women S.T.O.S. 

Women S.T.O.S. 

Women S.T.O.S. 

Women S.T.O.S. 

Women S.T.O.S. 

Women S.T.O.S. 

b. Classic Jewish Thought 
Text: Sayings of the Rabbinic 

Sages: Pi~ke Avot 

Bible: II Kings 

Jewish Music ( Choral Group) 

B.T.O.S. members only 

Study Course 

"The Jew in Music" 

Bible: II Kings 

Hebrew (Elementary) 

Hebrew (Advanced) 

Books in Review 

Jewish Music ( Choral Group) 

.T.O.S. members only 

9:30A.M. ov. 5, 26, Rabbi Goldstein 

Dec. 10, 17 

10:30A.M. Every Sunday Mr. Siagel 

l:0OP.M. ov. 9, 30, Cantor Zimmer 

Dec. 14,21 

10:00 A.M. Oct. 31, ov. 21, Rabbi Goldstein 

28, Dec. 12, 26 

12:45 p .m. ov. 13, 27, Rabbi Relkin 

Dec. 4, 18 

12 :45 P.M. Oct. 31, ov. 21, Rabbi Relkin 

28, Dec. 12, 26 

10:00 A.M. ov. 14, Dec. 19 Rabbi Relkin 

10:00 A.M. Every Thursday Cantor Zimmer 

starting ov. 2 

- save this schedule for reference -
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NO TIME BUT THE PRESENT 
Rosh Hashanah Reflections 

on living all the day of your life 
I 

I§ yow:lamen 

J/ 
I haven' t time 

With dead yesterday and unborn tomorrow 
the pre ent hour alone i man' 

I'm rushing goodbye ex~u-se_m_e- .-.. 

Clocks and calendar notwithstanding 
any sea on dawn or dusk or midnight 
eastern central mountain western 
greenwich standard dayli 0 ht- aving 

the ExistentiafTime is a ways ow I 
/ experienced as a threefold Present 

the past mere recollection now 
the future but expectation now I 
the Present all that is right now 

{ 
Look then to thi day 
it holds the whole of life 
all the verities of exi tence 

the blis of growth 
the glory of action 

the splendor of beauty 

For tomorrow i only a vision 
and ye terday' already a dream 
but each today well lived 
make yesterday weet memory 
and every tomorrow glad hope 

Eternity? A moment of insight 
is intimation of immortality 
En peu d' heure Diezi labeure 
e, en God creates in moments 

Happine ? Filling this hour 
that I say not An hour gone 
but I have lived thi hour 
given the highe t quality 
to each minute as it passed 

I'll come back I can't wait ... 
I 'd like to help you but .. . 
I want to stay to pray . . . 
only . . . I haven ' t time .. . ? ---Did you blunder Lord? 
The days of our lives 
seem o hort 

o You did not err 
allocating time or men 
You give us time to do 
what You expect of us 

Lord I have time 
all the time You give me 

the years of my life 
the days of my years 
the hours of my day 

are all mine to fill 
to the brim completely 

I 

I ask not Lord for more time 
to do this that then the other 
but for Your grace to do well 
in the time that You give me 
what it is You require of a man 

-Adapted (from The Rubaiyat, 
Augustine, Kalidasa, Wordsworth 
Erner on, Quoist, inter alia) by 

j I I l/2~AJ. . 
1 
v., (!;.: C O L L E G E S T U D E N 

.- ~i.,t 1,1.. 1 ,,. ~• t,, are invited to an 

t ~ 1 I ih /v.,. I FORMAL PPER MEET! TG 
I l,~; ( -{._2_ I -

\ f I O v I,..,, _t,,; Sunday • October 1 • 6 p.m. 
1l ', ~ ;1 ~ "')'\P 1W _ t '-- at Temple Ohabei halom 

i,.-1 ,_Q..1-~ c,/~ :-t {;~ to Inaugurate the 1967-8 Program 
~ I 

Open to undergraduate 
and graduate students 

" . /) 
t I' 

Telephone 277-6610 
so that we can prepare 
for you. 
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Erev Rosh Hashanah 5728 
Oct. 4, 1967 

THE RESPONSE TO A MIRACLE 

To begin with, gocxl f r iends, I want to say with all 

my heart to all of you (rt-...A.:).A , rlC !,)er. 
May God bless you with a good year, with health and joy. 

May you have -" !)_J --- what a beautiful concept. The word 

-suggests serenity, gratification, the inner glow of love, 

pride, contentment. We include in these blessings 

those Har Sinai members whose initials are from A to E, 

our "separated brethren", downstairs in the Hano Auditorium. 

God willing, Har Sinai will , s:, me day, have a sanctuary 

large enough to unite the whole congregation under one roof. 

I suppose a word of explanation is due for our switch 

to white robes. To wear black is of course no Jewish Mitzvah. 

Those familiar with the traditions of the synagogue willnot 

be surprised at our change to white. The same reason which moti•-

ates the change of pulpit and Torah covers to white during the 

high holy days explains the custom that the officiants also wear 

white. A Mid.rash, l ½ thousand years old, says: 

"When a man appears before a worldly court, he is in a sombre 

mood and he shows it by dressing in black. But when the 

peop~ of Israel appear for judgement before God they 

dress in white to express their joyful anticipation 

that they will be spiritually cleansed and graciously 

received in God's favor." 
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If white is a symbol of hope and joy, ---tell me 

friends, when has the Jewish peop~ had better reason 

to express these feelings? 2-i- million of our people 

were saved from certain death. The danger of World War III 

wasaverted, largely because of the lightening~ eed 

with which Israel triumphed during the 6 day War. 

We should~ 

--- and I ask you do say 

JN t,/' ~r ·~':>J 
Blessed art Triou, 0 Lord, our God, who has kept us 

alive, sustained us and brought us unto this day. 

Tons of history books will be written to describe 

the dramatic turn of events which we lived through from 

June 5th to the 10th. 

An Israelie Lawyer from Tel Aviv, Avigdor, was 

stationed in the Syrian heights on june 5th. He was more 

nervous about his wife expecting a child momentarily than 

about the war. Luckily, he received a 6 hourfurlough, 

jumped into his camouflaged private car and thundered 

down the mountains just in time to find his wife , with a 

clock in her hand. He hurried her to the hospital for the 

dEi ivery of a son and imn:e diately returned to Syria. 

A week later, Avigdor was back in Tel Aviv, the war having 

been won in time for the br1s1 



1./ 

Events happened with such precipitous swiftm sa 

that hardened atheists called it a miracle. 

Q,uiet, modest General Itzchak Rabin, said afterwards: 

"OUR VI: TORY WAS A MIRACLE. " When he humbly approached the 

Temple Wall in Jerusalem, he wrote out a prayer on a slip 

of paper and, as is the custom, slipped it between the stones 

of the sacred wall. This man, who led Israel 1 s armed 

forces to triumph, inscribed the verse from the Psalms: 

THIS IS RROM THE LORD 

IT IS WONDROUS IN OUR EYES. 

Sotmwhere in the Talmud there is a discussion on how 

a Jew should re~ct to a miracle. The conclusion is that 

there are 3 levels on which we should respond , and the 

first is: 

WITH HIS OWN BODY; WE SHOULD FEEL IT IN OUR F.IE SEI. 

The mr acle should speak to us, involve our emotions, 

excite joy, faith and give us the feeling of new power. 

Remember the mounting anxiety which overcame every Jew 

as Col. Nasser prepared to strike the long threatened blow 

against Isra,el ? 

First, the news of the massing of F.gyptian trool)s; 

then the ousting of the UN 1>eace keel)ing force 

which the U.N. secy-general agreed to with 

shocking alacrity, in Abba Eban's pungent phrase: 

"folding up the umbrella precisely the moment 
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it began to rain." 

Then followed in swift succession the blockade of 

the golf of Akaba, which Nasser knew would bring war: 

"If Israel wants it, he said, we are ready for than." 

The Soviet Union moved 10 warships to reinforce her 

Mediterranean fleet. 

The same day King Hussein agreed to a joint Arab High 

command and :placed all his Jordanian forces at 

Nasser's disposal. The Iraquis moved troops into 

Jordan. Syria mobilized. THE NOOSE OF STEEL WAS 

TIRGHTENED AROUND ISR.A:E:L 1 S NECK. 

Meanwhile, Washington's diplomatic campaign :proved to be a 

gigantic flop. Of all the maritime :powers only one, the 

Netherlands, was willing to sign the Washirgton sponsored 

declaration on the freedom of the seas. 

On .Tune lat, Ahmed Shukairy, head of the Arab Palestine 

Liberation Army, after a conference with King Hussein, said: 

We have decided tmt those of the old Jewish 

:population who survive may stay, but it is my 

impression that none of them will survive. 

The Arab :Mayor o:f Bethlehem later con:f inned that if the Arabs 

had won, there would have been no .Jewish refugee :problem, only 

.Jewish cor:pses. 
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Then, the Soviet ambassador in Israel, with 

calculated brutality awakened the 72 year old Levi Eshkol 

in the m:ii dle I the night, at 2 A.lf., and handed him a 

virtual ultimatum to surrender, --- exactly the way Adolf 

Hitler used to deal with the heads of nations marked for 

destruction. 

In this dar~ st hour, even America seemed prepared to 

abandon Israel: 

11We are neutral in word, thought anddeed, 11 said a 

senior official of the States Dept. 

Then came J"une the 5th, the outbreak of fighting. 

THE J"li.V/ISH PEOPLE ROSE LIKE ~ :MAN TO AID THEIR BRETHREN• 

T1B re was a sense of tct al empathy, solidarity and absolute 

identification. 

Busy executives Who might or dir:a rily give 

J"ewish causes tae brush-off, now sa~ glra d tot heir TV or 

transistor set. A leq.ding attorney in Trenton cancelled 

all appointments. Impulaively thousands of J"ews 

offered themselves to Israeli consulates for whhtever help 

was needed. One Dfi Har Sinai member, a prominent 82 rgeon, 

on the eve of his son's confirmation, :flew to Israel :for vrork 

in :f:ie ld hospitals. 
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Never before have Jews reacted to an event with 

such a sense of personal identification; each of us felt 

a.n irresistabl e pull ,~ fr~ within his own f'.B sh, 

a powerful emotional surge which prepared us for heavy sacrifice. 

The 

a miracle is 

possession. 

Talmud points out that the 2nd proper response to 

j Ji /J t/ cl a new attitude toward money and 
J .,. : 

The meaning of a miracle is the element of surprise, 

the unexpected. We are awed by a reality or a truth which 

is revealed to us with overJ>ov ering effect. 

In this new light our values undergo a drastic change. 

If, ordinarily, we cling to money or property, 
or an event which strikes us as "miraculous" 

under the impact of a miracle, / the new vision of greatness 

makes money values shrink into insignificance. 

is an outpouring of gere rosity. 

The result 

The :Bible tells that after the miraculous escape 

of Israel from Egypt a.cross tle Red Sea, a. collection for the bldg. of 

the tabernacle yielded gffts far in excess of the need. 

It happened again during the 6 day war. Canada, with 

175.000 Jews, who normally give $3.5, counted 22 m. while the 

money was still pouring in. In Sydney, Australia where 

ordinarily only 200 Jews give to the United Jewish Appeal, 

9,000 contributors were lE ted. The u.s, the most highly 

org~nized and generous ~ewish community in the world, more than 
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tri:pled its usual cam:paign goal and, let us say it now, 

Trenton came through with flying colors with over $515.000 

raised on the heels of tle regular Federation campaign. 

Throughout the western world, less than 8 million Jews 

raised some $500 m, the largest gift of voluntary charity 

in all of human history. In this crisis every Jew 

stood lo feet tall and measured up to the greatness of the 

hour. 

3./ Ther e is one more response to a miracle --- not only 

I';) Jr'~ with emotion and !J' II fl~ with generosity, 

but the Jew, says the Talmud, reacts to a miraculous event 

also /J ) /_/) ~ with his Torah, with an upsurge of 

faith and a new willingness to learn. The Torah becomes 

HIS · --- TORAH, a personal interest is awakening. 

Are we passing this final test? 

Am I imaginening or exaggerating if I say tbat many of us were 

indeed stirred to deep thoughts and reflections about our 

Jewishness by that miraculous week in June? 

Why did we act the way we did? What does it mean? What does 

it reveal about us? 

Let me cite just one :point. For a long time now, we 

Jews have classified ourselves as a religion. Our nationality, 

we argued, is American. In the light of last June can we 

still say that we are only a religion? Whatever the argument 

which we may have put forth in a debate previous to last June, 

the fact is that now we acted like a people and, consequently, 



... 
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we~ a people. English, French, American citizenship 

has not obliterated our sense of Jewish peoplehood. 

The great Stephen Wise, who was not only a brilliant preacher 

and rabbi, but also a power in politics, a friend of Mayor LaGuardia 

and President Roosevelt, on his 40the birthday, Steph en Wise 

was asked by a repcrter if he was first a Jew or first an 

Am.erican. He answered: 

11 I have been an American 40 years, but a Jew 4,000 years. 11 

The reason why no definition really fits the Jew is that 

we are a unique people, a people who created a world religion 

out cf it s own life and history a.nd never ceased being 

a people. 

Does not the uniqueness cf the Jewish people arouse 

your most intense curiosity? Don't you want to um.. erstand it 

better? By happy coincidence Jewish adult education is making 

another big forward jump in Trenton. I hope you noticed the 

full page announcement in the last issue of the Conn:nunity 

Reporter outlining the newly organized COMMUNITY SCHOOL for 

adult Jewish studies. In addition, Har Sinai offers you, 

as I point out in the current :s sue of our Temple Bulletin, 

a 16 week course on Arab - Jewish relations throughout history, 

based on our conviction that the key to the future is in a past 

which includes the experience of many centuries of fruitful 

Arab-Jewish co-existence. 



C Prominent guest-spealers will deal with the great 

philosophers and leaders of that era, compare Islam and Judaism, 

the rise of Zionism and Arab nationalism and give you an in-depth 

analysis of the present situation and itsfuture. 

Have the events of last June moved you to light the 

lamp of Torah not as an antique but as a searchlight of 

personal understanding and orient at ion ? 

Some time ago a major railroad damage case in which a 

motor vehicle crashed against a train, came up for adjudication. 

The case hinged on the testimony of a line man. 

Did you give a signal at the crossing? 

he was asked on the witness stand. 

The lineman answe~ed: 

"I had my lamp in my hand and I waved the lamp." 

On the stren;hh of the lineman's testimony, the railroad woa 

the case. The next day, the manager of the railroad ca.me 

to see the lineman who looked terribly depressed. 

"What happened '? Weren't you promoted, rewarded and 

well taken care of right after your testimony ? u 

Sir, said the lineman, I told a lie. 

True, I waved the lamp, but it was not lit~ 
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The Jewish people is approaching momentous cross-points 

of decision. We live in JIil a revolutionary age. 

What should be our future relationship to Israel ? 
go 

How shaJ..l we respond to Israel 1 s call to JDIIDDll and settle there ? 

Here in America a socalled "new mora.ity" is challenging 

ou» standards --- howsound is the challerg e, how sound are our 

traditional standards in thiu new age? 

~~ 
/ l . OUR WAY OF LIFE Is Tffi EATENED BY COLLISION AND DESTRUCTION 

1 lt \, t~( r;_ or( 
r ~ 0 --:;/, f-' ~ KEEP GOING THROUGH THE MOTIONS OF IDTENLIGHTElE D 

\ 
\ 
\ 

RITUAL ROUTINES, TOIOOT liEMBERSHIPS IN SYNAGOGUES AND 

ORGANIZATIONS, OR :MERELY WAVE TI-IE TORAH SCROLL CEREMONIOUSLY 

MJfllm:Mm,fWWMYD IN FRONT OF THE CONGREGATION. 

wwr-? J ,, ,;. ; ·~-u -_ t,/-,i:c:;/rJ;1ivr :1{$/f!-t:f' · & f• , t::j: 
Our lamps must be lit with the flght of knowledge and . 

~ 

conviction. We need concrete guidaooe from our tradition 

not merely loyalty oaths at Bar Mitzvahs and confirmations. 

A gracious providence has enabled us to recapttr e the 

old city of Jerusalem and the old Wall of tre Temple. 

Let us now recapture the knowledge of Torah. Let each jew 

now kindle the light of Torah and brighten his life by the 

kind of learning which has made us what we are. 



Morning of Rosh Hashana 5728 
Oct. 5, 1967 

ISRAEL'S DJSIDE STORY AND WORLD OPINION 

_) o 5 l_i c5) • -/+-? ~ 2.,y'YI-\ 'l-v 

Last night, I dealt with the signal event ct' the past 

year, Israel's 6 day War, which will go down in history as 

one of the most ,vondrous chapters in thB story of mankind. 

It is not inappropriate, wesuggeste speak of it aaa mira~le. 

explanations lmieh, ,~::~~:~:.:::~1111 
us understand v things happBBed tihe ~ they did. 

events 

history. 

reasons for is course of 

~ am ~hing at all from the lessons of 

Yesterday, we viewed from the perspecti~e of 

our own reaction, its impact on Are rican 'Jewry. 

This morning, I should like to share with you the Ins:Die 

story of Israel as I have been able to piece it together on the 

basis of long interviews with Israelis, including soldiers who 

fought in this war, and drawing also on an extensive private 

correspondence with relatives and friends in Israel. 

WHAT ARE THE REAL CAUSES OF ISRAEL'S TRIUMI'H ilID OF THE 

UNBELJE VAJ3LE WEAKNESS OF ARAB MATIONS OUTNUMJ3ERING ISRAEL 
\.., ~,l- ~er '5 _ 

20 to 1 ? I shall list 4 reasbns why the Israelis won, 

and 2 reasons why the Arabs last. 

r- ... ,--€--------
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1. / (THE~ IRIT OF THE PEOPLE: confidence & self-reliance) 

The prophet Micah associates a time of triumph for the 

Jewish people with an attitude of utter fearlessness and 

confii ence: 

"They shall sit every man under his vine and under 

his fig-tree; and none shall make them afraid. 11 

he first fact Israelis du 

~~J.a.a.l;l,J,,,il....,oiial;iUll,,li,e..l~~!lla.:~b..e :t.Q~al~----

Wh ile many of us in the diaspora were 

overcome with concern and wrung our hands in despair over what 

would happen to little Israel under the Arab steam-roller, 

Israelis prepared for the blow with incredible calmness. 

I have a letter, dated May 29: 

"We receivea a ramphlet of instructions from the 

gov0 mment, advising us how and what to prepare. 

There is no panic buying." 

In 1948 a number of Kibbutzim and isolated villages 

evacuated their children. This time it wasn't even considered. 

An extraordinary offer by the Federation of German Labor Unions 

was cabled to Israel on the eve of the war: 

"OUr unions have found 40. 000 German homes vrishing to 

receive Israeli children during the emergency." 

The offer was irnroodiately turned down with tnanks. 
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I asked several Isre.elis, "what sas your first 

reaction when you heard that the fighting had begun." 

The answer I got was: an immense sense of reliefl 

The real worry of the Israelis was the possibility of end.less 

delay by diplomatic maneuver~_ng while Israel's harvest was 

spoiling and the nation faced economic ruination -under the siege .,:fJ-. 
' urla; l JCH Ni an estim. ted loss of $10 m per day. 

Israelis expected nothing from the U.N. and were not 
.. 

dispppointed in thfJt ex:rectation. Among the most popular 

stories current at that time was the story of the world's grea t 

architects seeking admission to paradise by citing their 

various achievements. 

The first says: I built Buckingham Palace for a pound. 

The second: I built the Taj Mahal for a song. 

The third: "And I built the U .N. for nothing." 

Moshe Dayan spoke for the whole ration when he said: Israel 

is not asking any otrer nation to help. ~e will fight alone. 

The dominant spirit of the people was self-reliance and confidence 
. I ..s ,) f C' · and this is directly related to the 2nd characteristic element of 

.J..lw ~ ~sraelifl strength during the crisis: 
~ ~~~~~~5 I 

/.,JJZ. S ~. SM..O · 
2./ AU .AMAZING CIVILIAN DISCIPLINE 

As young and middle aged men vanished over night, following the 

call up, retired people filled vacancies; children quit school 

and sorted and da ivered the nation's mail; car owners ~ickedup 

:people on street corners aspublic transpcr tation 1ala.dceased. 

Piles of sand were unloaded and people came out witheir sandbags 

to fill them according to previously issued iatructions. 



A British eye-witpee~ repcr ted: .... 
"Israel is a fantastically disciplined people, 

more than Engl3.. nd during tJ:e Blitz 1" 

The 3rd factor of Isra eli pew er was the 

genuine un-manufactured patriotism ,vhich needed no :propaganda 

to bring it to a high pit ch. 

Within a few hours after the call up, over 200.000 

reservists 

stations. 

up to the age of 55 we;:e on their way to the~ 1r ·"'°- le 

Israelis abro;;:'d flew in from all parts of the world ~{.f-
to bear arms. The only problem was an excess of volunteers 

who could not be enlisted. In one division 5000 extras showed up. 

In several p]a. ces men who, for reasons, had not been called, 

staged a sit-down strike and had to be removed by the police. 

~uite a few hi-jacked~ eps, drove to the front and joined 

outfits which had a]r eady been fill, d up. 

One motrer, who bad moved from .America to live in Israel 

(I used to have many a shabbos dinner in her home in Cincinnati) 

wrote :a ter: 

"In everyone's sub-conscience there marched along side us 

an additional 6, 000.000 whom Hitler had destroyed. Parents 

bade their children farewell without a tear, just as Abraham 

our forefather, brought Isaac to the sacrifia'-e. And so 

Isaac went with full understanding." 

(Mrs. Joseph Gootman, June 26, 1967) 

Her husband included an interesting connnent in his letter, dated 

May 29: 
"Because of the tense situation, people in large 

numbers are forming lines to :pay up their income taxes ••• " 



At thattime Israelis had to pay only 26 different kinds of 

tax. From now on, they will pay tax on their holidays, weddings, 

parties and sightseeing trips as well, plus an 8 ½~addition to their 

income tax, already the highest in the world. 

4./ (MORALE) Napoleon's saying tha t "in war, the morale is 

to na terial as three to one," never found a more apt illustration. 

Certainly, long training, superb organization and keen military 

intelligence also paid off. But a decisive role was played by 

typical features of Jewish character, sobriety, informality, 

democratic broterlinessa 

The Israeli soldier drinks milk, not liquor. He prefers 

lyrical or symphonic to martial music. 

The famous war cartoonist and commenta tor, Bill Mauldin, 

reported: 

Officers cal)e d by fir st names. I never saw a 

single salute. Officers and soldiers eat the same food, share 

the same quarters and transportation f acilities. 

The m mmand in the Israeli army is not 1) JJ 1 ~ 7) Fffi WARD 

but ) ) /) IC FOLLOW ME. Officers personally lead in battle 

and the men they lead are old friends with whom they have been 
the same nits 

i!l/\ trainingp0 years or more • 

Israel, someone said , is the only country without an 

unknown soldier. 
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dl"M.,S 
Bill Mauldin ._, an interesting comparison between 

.Anerica's fight in Vietnam and Israel's 6 day War. 

It had been suggested ,facetiously or in earre st, that 

Moshe Dayan ought to take or er for us in Vietnam. 

Bill Mauldin doesn't think much of the idea. The difference, he 

says, is not in geB:ralship or ba.ttl e training. General 

Westmorela.nd :is very god and our troops are the fire st we ever sent 

into battle, but there is a difference in morale. 

"The problem in Vietnam", sa.id lilauldin, "is in the nature 

of the war itseJ.f, and in the fact that for motivation the 

.American soldje r is f <l" ced to fall back upon tired Erlogans, 

and dubious assumptions about commitments. 

The Israeli soldier, on the oter hand, had his back to the 

sea. On all sides he was eyeball to eyeball with a vicious 

enemy who meant to exterminate his family, home and country. 11 

Seaptr•l,11,-».a-w 
The Israeli soldier had a clear cause: He drew a· i strength 

fl'sn a rd igious kind of consciousness that the entire Jewish future 

was in his hands, to live or to die. It inip ired the Israeli 

pilots to fly mission after mission in total d:is regard of their 

ownsafety, fighting without~ t-up and sleeping in their cockpits. 

E!oncl. udes Mauldins 

"I'm convinced that the Israels' triumph is primarily due 

to the caliber and motivation of the men carrying the arms." 
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If I were an Arab I would cry tears of shame when compar:bg 

the Arab soldier with the Israelis. 

1./ Arab officers form a caste apart from the common soldie~ 

They are promoted not by ability byt by social standing. 

Egyptian afficers were the first to surrender and cared 

nothing for their own men. 

In Syrian fer tif icationa, Syrian soldiers were found 

bound to their gun emplacements with chains. 

2./ The second wekkness of the Arab armies was their cause. 

In Israel there were no demonstrations, no rallies and 

speeches. There was no reed to explain. 

In all Arab countries emotions lad to!ihipped into frenzy. 

The socalB d "moderate little King of J"ordan" shouted 

in a radio appeal to his nation: 

"Kill the J"ews with guns, with knives, with your bare 

hams. II 

One unlucky IsrReli pilot who IJarachuted into Arab 

territory, was caught by the tnob and literally hacked into 

pieces. The Arabs were made to fight not from conviction 

but hysteria.. Their only cause was hate. 

WORLD OPINION 

It was to be expected that J"ews would rally behind Israel in this 

war and they did, but one of the great surprises 
/v -1-

o pinion of the non-J"ewish world; 

was the 

I don't mean statesmen, but 

common ];)eople. Instinctively, the peopJe responded with 
overwhelming symIJathy for Israel out of an unsophisticated, basic 
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sense of right and wrong. 

The daughter of a Protestant minister called me on June 5 

and said she had a job as bus-driver and would like to help the 

Jewish people. Could she drop off some money from her pay-check 

and volunteer to drive a sound-truck if we were going to hold a 

rally sonewhere ? On June 6, a Roman Catholic mailed in a 

check to one of our members with a note: 

"I glory in the achievement of the Israel i"ighting :forces 

with the grea test of hope and confidence for their future 

cause." 

A Christian genetlemen from New Bedford, Mass, said in an 

article publsihed in his hometown rewspaper on July 5 that 

"Aver age Americans were a.s proud of the State of Israel 

as if they were themselves Isra elis ••••• 

We need this oppcr tunity to rally behind a real cause to gii" e 

us back our sense of conviction, our belief that 

right can overcome wrong. 11 

The sa.me r eaction was world-wide. Lecia.rd Bernstein conducted 

a symphony in Vienna. on June 11. He interrupted a tumultuous 

30 minute ovation with the announcan ent that he was donating 

his fee to Israel. Immediately, 2 Austria.n opera sirg ers 1od11omfllrillueme 

and the musicians in the orchestra did likewise. 

One of Har Sinai's girls spent this summer in Holland under 



the Experiement of International Living. Her Ciiristian hosts 

introduced her to a little boy, their son, who had just come 

into the house all perspired. U:Pon hearing that she v.as 

from America and Jewish, the boy said: 

I earre d $2 far Israel cutting our neighbor's la·wn this 

afternoon, what did you do for Israel today? 

Be prepared to am wer this question many times in your ltl'e 

for the needs of Israel will be very great in years to come. 

But even great Pr will be the benefits which we Jews will gain 

from association with rare.el. 

~-iHHf, 

In crea ting and defending the new state of Israel, the 

Jew has won a new dignity. In the foul political climate 

of' our day, which can turn a compulsive ideal:i3 t into a. cynic, 

Israel has come out clean and smelling like the rose. · 

It is a land singuJa rly free of graft. It has abhieved the most 

successful racial integra tion in the world. 

to walk the streets of Israel at night. 

People are not afraid 

It is the only one 

of over 100 newly independent nations whese citizens are secure 

in the enjoyment of demooratic freedom. 

It Je ads the world in daring social e:perimentation. 

Elsewhere commun:is ts and capi tali! t play a deadly game of 

mutual extermination. In Isra el, l)atterns of socialism 

and capital:ism are thriving s:id e by side in mutually 

beneficial co-existence. 

Some of the most gifted ands ensitive youth in the affluent 

West turn away from their society with disgust and seek 

escape ina world of drug-induced illusion·, but in I srael 
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youth radiate hope and a sense of purpose. ~ 01,1.) '1-.·p f -~ .1----

/ 5 ~ cµ...t.. i-ot.v-.'sf ~ • 
What a privilege it is to be a jew in 1967, not only to 

witness grea t deeds, but to partake in the doing. 

Over 7,000 young people from abroad went to Israel this summer 

for volunteer work or study. 5, 000 are still there. Why not 

send ill our sons and daughters for at least~ year of their 

life to Israel,, to study or to work ? 

The J"unior year abroM in Patria, Rome or London 
'l,<.M, - ~ I ..5 

turns into a year o~escapades. A year in Israel is more likely 

to be a year of ~ irit ual rjbirth, of maturing and character-building, 

a year of f a lling in love with our people. ])o ef ~ o(~ 
~~v~o~r ~~- ~ 

A new age has dawned Por the j;ws. The stage is set for 

a new role of moral :eadership for Israel. Perhaps this is the age 

of which Zechariah spoke: 

In those days it shall come to pass 

that ten men of all the different languages 

shall grab hold of one jew, saying, 

WE WILL GO WITH YOU, FOR VIE HA VE HEARD 

THAT GOD IS VITTH YOU. 

Zech. 8.23 



In the sncitnt Cl ty of Prague,s veral centuries ago, 
liveci a i'abulou.s man, reputea to Oe Huowea with mfagic powers . 
Raooi y hudah Loew oen ..dczal 1 was a fDIIl vUS scholc,r a_ d my..,tic. 
h.ccora.i!~t, to tn.a.1 ti,m, he cre&tea. the Golem . The golcm, 

lebend tells us, was a cre~tur~ shapea. out of clay in human form 

wno 1;,as e:,1.veIJ. a sort or' life throu0 h the concentrated .JOWer of 

th raooi's m11d . At th cow~ena. of ~abLJi Loew, the golem 

wou1.a. a.o all .r~iua.s Ol tni1ie:,s to help and .i:'rotect the Jewish hetto 

of Prabue . He was a ro..,o l- 01 5 i 5 &n tic strength. Th e secret 

of his strength was an inscription of 3 Hebr w letters on 

his fer ehead Ei:net which s ell .LL,UTh. Once , th golem 

re\·, too powerful. Ra ~;Ji Loew stop u him by reIUoving quickly the 

iirst lettt.r £. from thE- e;olem's tortheaa.----- leaving 

th remaining 2 lett rs h T to reaa. "l-...,t", i.e. dead. 

Tne golbm insta.11tly wa~ i ruooilized and er bled into dust . 

If you strip away the mytholo~ical f ~tures 01 this 

1.c5 end, a JJroi uu.LCJ. ia.ea n,(:.r s . Th giant's str ngth depends 

on truth. Take truth awa.y anc.. th po eris gone ,t:_ r~~; s-~ · 
It is tnat way with o e ~ .e gr t lliOVeroents dnd i stitutions 

in .uiotory. Th y grow and gro v as lon5 as trut is in them . 

Witno~t it, t. y ar doomcu. 

I , ho1..ld like to i.Llustn.te with an example which we know 

est n2.mely ours lves. 

If I w re a non-Je~, visiting this or any other Templ 

tonibnt, I wou~a. be deeply i@pr[SF u by th size of the crowds 

an.Ci.. tneir show of f rvor • Historians tells u.s that 

in .Biblical t iruts, ::ow h.i_p.J:iur wcis & r l&tively ninor 

f stival, far .Less popular than Sukkot and Pesach. 

Hvwev r, in ti.c coursE: ctt tim , tt E- J vi's ai;areness of the 

phenom non of sinful ss sharped • . r-:ore and more we recot,nized 

tn persist n~ el men~s of corruption and the huro.~n aduiction 

to a.ccay. The dyr.amic po er of Yom Kippu.r captured the 

imae,ination 01 o---r people wher. thy cam to think of sin not as 

a ma1,ter of rate ur ae~ti.u.y, but as a co 1Qi tion to be cha.I ged . 

y.._,m ' ippur oecame a d.ay of 1,he r ,covery ofman' G puri ty)tlf/.lf 
&L.ol>.211 I EYr _ 
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•. • •• c1 day v,h n the _pei1'ectioi1.i ty E.nd oeE ilty 0f ma.n cou.lo be 

c. t: : .. ,__, nstrated. IL their cravir1g for inn r cleansing, our people 

ex.f; rienceci the swe t forcvaste 01 th m assianic dream hen 

all huma.l!ity woulu Ot pur6 e~ of vil. 

Y . K. received .__,~ s 1. ts o i t,6 st boost 1:0L1 .... wh re in the 

8tn cel;.tury when ~ unknov,n genius created the Kol Nidre 
1 

/f Soo"-..,/ 

➔ Cwove 1.ts ma ic spell &rouna th d~y . he Jewish soul 

foun~ its voice, amJlih a melody radiatin pathos and tenderness 

a.nd full of love, commencing softly like a vhisper , expressing 

the humi.l.1.ty oi a torment d cor .. sci nee, --- but rising in er scendo 

to full a tr en6 th ---- and yo~ can almost visualize the Jew, 

at first crouched in shame, st~igntenaing himself out, the 

crooketl wau~ strai Lt a ~1., onu standi 5 erect befor~ His 

Maker, joyful in the ,ei(f£:b:t& of onciliation and love. 

In tonif:>ht's service w underscor d DE symbolically the 

tra11si tion 1rom da k gloom tu radiant JOY by ntering the Temple 

v,ib, its l1.e)1ts dimmc<i, ein rging into new light follov,in the 

h.ml i~iu.r cha t. Tne rabois entered through the same door as 

v ryon els to express our tho gh t that ~e are all t qually
1 

in need 
<.n,,.,__"'::t--, "- f:.-------~ c vt,( s. ,(!.{ -- ..., 1,-, / 5 ~ sue.:. µ, ~c , ......__ '> , dt., 

vf forgieness, all o us bei!nb sinn~rs before God . · - -1 ~~--- -, 

Formey centuri~s, Y.K. epitomized the spirituality 

of thE; J~v;. Iv was a day of unequalled aw v,i th proven power to 

chan6 e the r laticnship between 1ieo_ple . It was unthi:r:ka.bl to allow 

enmity to persist . .ntagonists hurried to be reconciled b fore 

the Kol Nidre. The irreconcilaole en my could be forced by 

covrt-oru r to grunt p~b~ic forgiveness to tht petitiontr,~ 

Ii i 1 i PL i I ill 

What 1as happenea to this da in our time? 

vo s Yom ippur a feet o ~r personal r elationships? 

1 f l 11.·~ .. a 1 w ... o rbon wn n the fEst is over? bo we r z_ ly n.-., 
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Some, no doubt, still t stif~to Yorn Kippur' s power 

transformint attitudes, ~
1?JHfi--A§~aLa2ra Jews, Yow. 

Kippur is no longer the day of great awe . They would laugh 

at DI statements current only a century ago su has that on 

the appro8.ch of our Days of Awe c.vt.n the fish in the wa t er begin 
to trembl. 

~ 
Whete gas~the Awe of Yom Kippur gone? Whathas happened? 

Yom Kippur has be ,n subi,ly ~ubverted into a gr e.t social 

r~u~ion --- a sort of Howe comiug to dear old Alma Ma t er . 

Formt::rly , th .... avt.1ag Jt-w divided his u~ gflostequally 

oetween 3 places: the home, his place oi work and the syna6 ogue • 
.JUc:~,..~-

Yom Kippur was a sort ul S.t-iri tual compr hensive in which the 
A. 

Jew ap .t1lw d a l l the devotional and. obi t1 i ·~ sensitivity 

dev lop din daily prayt.: r and stud.y throughout th t- y ar • 

.i'mG~inmmmaw.mmm~rnmlfihlmm.mL.i!r.mm!}il..emmmm.il.mmm 

pictures tn, rabbi · · his annol,.ncen.cnts at the ~Yom 
The modern.~si tuation is reflected in the comic strip v;hi ch 

Ki p.i;>ur . ~-tu,s · H · IT Y.t..An' !:> 11Cbr-l HA.:>HANAH SERVICES 

•Ii,.!.: Bi CCHDUC.i:.c.D 8£...i?T. 15 at 8 P.I•;. 

If de p re.ligi ..;us devotion is so rarely founa. among us, 

xk~~llllU{X«MXKKx• what is it then that mot ivates so many of our 

people to com out on th High Holy Days? 

I am told about a .zfellow out on the Wes t coast who , 

though not a memoer ot any la or union m:DlllJ!lllU81llllmF participates 

on occasions in strikes, marhhi.mig up and ~o~ n in the picke t line, 

no matter what it's all a oout, carrying a big sign that reads: 

Aske0 to exi)lain, he answe r ed : 

I figure this covers anythin6 and it gives me a 

feel~ng of oeloi..51.ng. 

A feelin6 of b longing, tnat's ~~iilitigmo s t of our popl e 

to xpress by their .vr~se:nce here t onight. More than 

memb -r has told me: I am not relig i ous but I never miss 

the Hie.,h Holidays . r -want my childr~n to know that we a1e 

want 

one Teeple 
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Pr of S.:.;Or bimon • H<-rman u hebre\-i l:L.iversi ty i:::, at.out to 

puolibL ~ lliOn ~ntul svudy 01 J wisn Identity . I1 it he dra~s a 

v~ry v~li~ dist i ncti0n bet~~en Je½ish ia~nti1icaticn and 

J ;w i ::,h io.en ti ty . 

Ic._ L1,1t1catior ... 1._, SOL, thing f/€.IY sim1 le. It is the 

cu ,._ ciou.sn ss of bel01.6 i.u5 to the Jev.ish grou_p . It does not 

impiy dllY ~o~ itive or ne6 a1,ive f linus . In a very basic way , 

I idLntify my~elt as a J w, ½ithout 1~rtn r thu~ght , a~ I 

ia.en ti!'y ys li , lor- exc:lll"' .Lt. , c..S a hum&n 0~1116 in contrast to 

~n auiwal or a male i ains~11ction frou a f emale. 

The consce1-t u1 i.<le .tity, on the oth r nc::na. , rel c:. tes to the 

mL.anir10 ,.hi ch my iu 1:_..:1 u1·1ca tion mcy c..SS -e i n th cour::;e of time . 

\ are vL.ry =ucn Llik in u\.t!' sen e o ide .tif ication as 

Jews , i.e. we all kh0w thbt ~e are Je¼s, 

a gr c. t d. c:.l in vur J v;i0!.1 ideni:;i ty. 

---but w differ 

There c::.re J ·ws ;,,ho 

5low v,1 tr1 11ria , associati .t, -1.! ... 1,ne1r I!l1.ds vlit 1 th word "J ew" 

much that th J ad.oire; Tooth rs , the word "Jew" is a 

bl&nk yage and then th rear thcs~ wno r act to th ir 

J~wis 1il6SS ~ith a sense of acute a1sco~1ort . 

If a parent t 11s we th~t he is seLQ11g his childr n to the 

i 5 iou.s schuol because he ,ant;,., theIL ton.no- that thy &.re 

fu 11' tS{h.ill!¥eflllf11 ~v~8 j-ou.r s ..1.f It1¾F trfLf)±~_you ff)tlf fRildren 
alr -ady iro 1n ae,e or 3 or 4 ia. 1 1i1y tht;mselves as Jews . 

Th aim of our 1~e.L1giuus 3chool is not to jive,the Jc.v,ish 

child a co1u,c.iousn (.;1::,.:., 01 o 1n6 J wisn , wh1c.1:1 he already has , but to 

a11ect his fe lL.,gsfbout b i g J wisn , to turn E.n otherwise 

meani1-6 l ss sens v..c o J.oL5 ing in to an undt.rstandinL of the 

J ewish way of l 11e , su that he maj: a1i1i•j)j bis Jewish identity with 
th · s treng t.n of inner conviction , wi t h a s ,1 se vI pri v ilLJf:,e a1.d 

pr i de . 

sucL kno,•11! d.5 , such cor v ct i \ n , tuch faith i s t he missing 

truth 1,,hich , for so mc .. ny o1 uur i:ieople, i s turning Yom Ki ppur 

---the i'ormc:r e:::,H:.n t --- 1 to a po\~E;r-~ss 



Trenton, N .:r. 

KOL NIDRE NIGHT Oct. 13, 1967 

Since time immemorial, my friends, this has been a ~is6t 
of tenderness, a night of reconciliation. What is reconciliation? 

It is love renewed, loyalty restored. 

The Kol Nidre, Israel's love song to God, is traditionally 

chanted 3 times. Why the repetition? 

The Machzor Vitry, one of our earliest p:-ayerbook editions 

(aut~by Simcha Vitry, a disciple of Bashi, explaiB that 

the Hazzan sings the Kol Nidre differently each time. The first 

time softly, almost timidly, as though he hesitated to come 

before God; the second time louder and more insistently; 

the third time with full courage and confn ence. 

It suggests the ultimate purpose of this sacred night : 
g_a,· ,,,_ 4tt>blJ& el,\ co"' y1:; ",.,.,, r 

~should • & ii =:if'§:il iW.. ~ a_! conf:ii ence and hope. 

INDEED, WE NEED IT. 

We are a confused and perplexed generation. We cannot 
c u r 

understand the wide gap between I\ technological :progress and 
/4~ ,;!,; '- G 1h"t <. 

moral retardation. We ~ more/\than any other age, and we RUP-O· 

-/ro ~ __,: The reality of war is very much with us: J!.gj;_. war, 

~ war, escalated wa.r, smoldering war, potential war} all over. 

Atomic arsenals are bulging with enough weapons for the OVER-KILL 

a new 20th century term, our capicity to destroy life many 

times over. Soon, middle sized and smaller nations will join 

the atomic club. We have a world full of knowledge yet 

sadly lacking in wisdom. 

children must grow up. 

It is a complicated world in which our 
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A Japanese mother entered a 
o c-it -yoi-11-self 

a certain mechanica l toy for 
(\ 

Skcl.. A, 

toy-shop. The salesman shovved 

• r-b .. t c-i~-Mi.+ 
~(\ R I t- i,JQ \t k.,.. 

asked the mother. 

her 4 yr. old son. ~~l t,wkerecf "'wk.le t,,Jt, 

-6 °J. MM s u.t'fed. 
com:plica ted

11 
for a young child? 11 

( 

The salesman answered: "On the contra ry, madam, this toy will 

help your child become adjusted to modern life. 
t<,1:)~0~ 

Whichever way you put it together, it will ~wrong." 

iht Wd l1-
':-i:ia :is law f?ttny of us have come to feel/\about the world situa tion. 

Every political refonn or new social system seems to create 

more problems than it solves. Colonial ism was no good; but 

independence has far many new nations hardly been an im:provemezt • 

Capitalism had grave defects; but communism~ is no panacea; 

we had an ineffective League of Na tions; now we've got the U.N. - $oL.Jht--

The persistence of our problems argues for a persistent 
~ 'Pf ~ t--e1,,,f l'J ..-e ~a. : k. !, 

cause which hae J r43:y: J :,~touched by political or a, cia l '»1 ea.sureJ 

~c:fc:g -------

many political 

has been given 

· This is where 

--but what a --

and this persistent factor which has survived 
) 

changes is human na ture. Not enough attention 
~ dfq;,~~ 

to thehmoral reconstruction of t~e ~uman bei~g. 1 
1\ L..v V½.,.,i-- , s -ftJ.,, c~ w·lt-- vto ~ ¾-

we come in. This should be primarily our job- k]° ~ 
job 0 

The most frustra,ting thing :is that :problems are reJ:Cted 
. ?s, ~;, "d' e ~&,, 

to us not in li tt1e
1 

:Packages wh:ic h we could hope to handle, 

but mammoth size: we are ~~ well-info:rm d about wars, 

race-riots, social conditions that breed crirre:, we are made 

to understand the forces which threaten our security ---

~ o/ we we understand it! . but as i ndividuals 
j 
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we feel helpless. Sure, it 1 s terrible, but wha.t can you_do 

about it ? With reference to the most fa:-midable m«ih1hariln 
concerned 

problems of our day, the/ individual feels left out ; he cannot 

see 1@& l how he can translate his concern into effective 

action. 

So, here we are, a congregation, huddled together, 

drawing a certain amount of comfcr t from our togetherness, 

but what can we really do? What can this Temple do? 

*** 

The Temple calls on you to act, but ratrnr peculiarly it 

d!M@iimm summons you to action by means of a symbol that requires 3 l,·HI-L..

interpretation. Most characteristic of this high holy day sea.son 

is the Shofar. It is sounded many times on Rosh H~shanah and, 

tomorrow evening, at the conclusion of Yom Kippur, you will hear 
a.}jo.,lc_J) 

~ the blast of the ram's horSr-- Our tea chers rightly suspected 

that the core of the High holy day message must be conveyed to us 

through the Shofar .Sounds ---- what is that message ? 

the baal - tekiah, blows it on his horn: 

1./ Easiest to identify is one whole series of blasts 

called "Shevarim", a quick succession of broken sounds, 

short staccato blasts of the horn. 

It is as though the Shofar were calling each and everyone of us 
~ ,1 if; 

separately, calling/us~, yet clearly distinguishing between 
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individuals. "RECOGNIZE THE INDIVIDUAL" 1he Shofar seems to 

say; PAY ATTENTION TO Hrf=; SHOW CONCERN FOR HIS DISTINCTIVE, 

PERSON.AL CONTIITION. 

fflm:mamnbem:oft li'.lkJBocmrmki.11i,;i:rm~im~ 
:Jy; ~ ~ ~ "'f ,.Tu /:u~'ih~ ,_ '1.-

~ing the great depression in the 1930s there was 

much talk about the socalled "FORGOTTEN J\ri.AN." In those days, 

he was the economically deprived and neglected. Today, the 

feeling of being forgotten is basic to the condition of the 

vast majority of people regardless of economic status. 

The mass society in which we live, the computer age, which reduces 

humans to digits, has insinuated into our consciousness the fea ing 

of not counting very much as a person, of not mattering, really, 

as a single individual. 

When Henry David Thoreau was a lyoung boy of 6 he was 

introduced to an adult visitor who, just to make a l:it tle small 

talk, asked the usual question: 

"What do you want to be when you grow ul)? 11 

Young Thoreau answered: 11 I WANT TO BE ME1" -
The most natural thing in the world has alv ays been for 

/tJ,/ailt ,to 
a person toAbe himself, to fulfill his own identity. Ours is the 

first generation to speak of an identity crisis. People go arourrl 

feeling like strangers to themselves, wondering in their hearts 

what they are really like. 
] :d-

I = JT you sUa ~ife magazine series earler this year, 

entitled "Challenge for Free Men in a Mass Society '1;i, 

It included the color l)hotogra:ph of a woman, perhaps a waitress or 
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cashier, walking away alone, at dawn, from a city block 

which is still lit up by neon-signs, yet the street is 

totally deserted. The hour is 5 JJJI.. The caption suggests 

the thoughts of the woman: 

At 5 AM. you are really your own person. 

You are the last survivor of the day before; 

eve rything is closed now. There is nothing you 

can buy, no one to answer to, nothing :e ft to 

distract you from your own free thought •••• 

You are alone with whichever of your feelings have - ........ 

lasted out the night. 

When can you really be yourself? 

All day long you play different roles, trying to fit in, 

adjusting to other larger patterns of belonging. , 

You are a mother, a wife, or a father and husband; 

you have a~ in the family. 

You are a saleslady or teacher, a business executive or lawyer: 

you must satisfy employers, clients, stockholders. 

You belong to an organization or club, and you must meet membership 

standards. ALWAYS, YOU MUST FIT IN; meet the standards and 

expectations of others. When is there time to be yourself? 

to satisfy your£!!!! standard? 

From the moment you step into your car in the morning and 

merge with the long line of moving vehicles, you are persuaded 

that you must fall in line, stay in line, run with the crowd, 

fi~ into situations, play all kinds of roles in the family, 

in your else seems to matter 

more wn per!3onal self. ~-- - - ~ 

The forgotten man is tha t inner man alone, bewildered, not 
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~-k 
fa l'.l::, sure whether this restless, driven existence is really 

what life is meant to be ---- and feeling so empty, 

terribly empty inside. f~'f--~ is So lfM-.,,e_ vf .-+- ,iv l< t-: ~ el 
~ >h-~ wi~ I 

Most people are disoo ntented. 41; ay it'e affl uence,(a"vague 

f 1 . f d 0 t t 1 · to~ Jtew,7.1- Is 1·t b th d t ee 1ng o 1scon en c 1ngs - a ecause ey o no 

know what they want? which is another way of saying that 

they have become strangers to themselves, T~ed feelf.tlt the ache 

of the unfulfilled, yet ~ what if i,C that they are 

missing in life1-' 

Pascal was the first thinker to spot this typically modern 

condition, known as self-alienation; ~ost of our troubles, 

he said, stem from the fact that modern man cannot bear to stpy 

in a room alone with himself. 

Are we afraid to face the void within? 

Are wef~•J&~r1o find out that ._ we an lack a an aim .,,. 

in life, 

our life ? 

or that the aims of our society have no nBaning for 
... 

Chances are that each of you carries a pocketful of membersljp 

cards around w~f5tms~g!iilli~: you belong to B'nai B'rith which tries to 

secure civil rights; you belong to Hadassa which aims to strengthen 

medical facilities in Iara.el; you belong to all sorts of clubs, 

supporting worthy civic projects, 

that is different : your Temple! 

but there is one membership 
~pec l-·c..-

Ita chief aim is not a ~cau~e, 

but you. It' s number one purpcs e is to build you up inwardly, 

to focus on your state cf mind, your attitude to ltt' e, your 

faith and your hope. 
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r , This is probably the only one of your affiliations whose chiff 

( concern is to enlarge the meaning of your life and inspire you 

to self-impr<Y ement • , ~t 

) 

4~:P-- ~~"'Q"7· 
Here you count. The rest of the world wants a piece of 

~ lk-f,l..u..u /~ '11 ~ 
you, your talent, your mo<fiey~o use ~or something supposedly 

bigger than yourself. Here you come first, because we see 

no chance of improving the world unless we begin with you, 

for, like the sound of "Shevarim", 

com:i; osed of individual notes. 

mankind is a melody 

*** 
2./ The second kind of sound you hear out of the Shofar 

is known as "T'ruah", a wailing sort of sound, ------------- undulating 

between high and low notes. It is the sound of warning. 

In ancient Biblical times, opposite each king of Israel 

was a prophet who reviewed national policy in the light~ 

the Torah. The prophet was the conscience of the nation. 
(I.• t ~ • e --rJ.,;t- "t"r:° ,.it '!fl Wk /I- i/,-.. "-;.1)' W:..T.( /h .r ,.,,_ ~ • ,1 s ui...e-<--t- -i, ~-p e • "'

~ o does the prophet Is Job today ? f>.,-1"1A-, CP-sc:e.i...~ ar~ /)1 o'"t-i o-. 
The tragedy of our time is that the voice of conscience 

has been muffled. Cain kills Abel and is unconcerned: 

"Am I my brother's keeper ? 11 

We have immured ourselves in thick walls of indifference. 

We suffer from the moral amnesia , called APATHY. 

5 years ago the Eichmann trial made headlines in the u.s. 
ror more than a year

1
there was detailed, dramatic reporting of the 

trial in newspapers, magazines, TV and radio. The picture of the 

slender, balding, bespectacled man with the sharply pointed nose 

and thin lips, appeared dozens of times. But when the trial of this 

biggest mass-murderer in history was over, how many people, do you 
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think, had t aken enough interest to know what it wa s all about? 

A carefully researched public opinion survey showed that 

41% of the public did not know tha.t Eichmann was a Nazi; 

67 % had no idea of the number of Jews killed by the Nazis 

--- and listen to this: 9% thought that Adolf Eichmann was a Jew! 

Apathy, disinte r est made the average r Pader skip over the 

story of this blackest page in human history the same way 

we are now skipping over the news about Vietnam. 

Who, visiting Trenton this weekend would know that this 

nation is engaged in one of its most deva.stating wars ? 

Already we have unloaded more bombs on Vietnam than did our bom-

bers during all of World War II. Reliable defence dept estimates 

are that our forces will have to remain ins, Vietnam for 10 to 

15 years. rate averaging about 2,000 
,,..~---,--._,;...,--__,...;.;. _,;;-!::!:"":-~ --'::::.-':=. -,:::; ---:..... ..... ..., 

American casualties per - 15 yr. involvement would 

add up to between 1,000.000 and l½ mill. American dead and wounded. 

The Vietnamese and socalled "enemy casualties" would be at least 

3 to 5 times as many. 

This is a democracy and we are the people. Dowe want this? 

w h~i- cl o.~ ki.k":- We go about our business and don't want tow orry about it. 
sk; ~ ovet'" lu,.'1"' t .rt-

We p. the headlines about Vietnam, we don't want to read it. 

And the fact is that we know next to nothing about that country 

where we are piping out life, inch by inch. 

J <>\I-• ~e,{-0- ""~' 1 -,) -r.,._,_, ~7 Ji;;,-r ~ I<- i j)e•-lki4s v~ 
~ , ~ ~) p.ec_) , (k_.01}1,i't)'<Jr:!) °(; f .5 Cr-:1-: CJ ,..~~.i... IAMCO~ \l ,")..CQcL. 

f O ./"'f I... V ,..et>i~ c-...(_ ~ ~ 1 ~ ~ MN~ Ii~ J "}1,,~ ck_ /u-. "~ 
lh~r ,LL) ?"'7 ,l- . d . . ~;c,\..... ~ cl 1i..e. ~cl 

~ d -~ w~ 71\~ 1 w..(__ ~ ~ ~"\'\ch,>~ w-'2-~.I R -~ 

. . . - ~ hi,~ tt-\W,~+~ 4. s-~c r=fc:.t Cv-<. ew e. 'htJJf:t•-:~ £'-f/\- . ·,J-ec_-c ..,\ " .. cf "1'A5.~ v€ ~11v. ld,k,,j O ~r c;f.-~ rh S ?lv-"fl.,/ Oltr; R<" L.t. ,.,5.,--2. ' fk/Jvl1,P , +'r6 ~ } r'h;,.-,. .., ... s 



The synagogue does not want to replace the State dept and 
\J e.-t-AN ~ 

the Defence dept -9' ' Jt soundl the "T' ruah" call of alarm, 
} 

the wailing sound of consternation. 

We cannot be silent when the death machine shifts into J 
highlfl gear. 

I recognize difference of opinion on this fiercely debated 

question within our own congregation, yet I must say, at Jeast 

for myself, that my coracience is outraged by what our nation is 

now doing in Vietnam. 

Professor Abraham Heschel well expresses my moral anguish at 

the way we are pursuing this war: 

11 We are killing the Vietnamese because we are suspicious of 

the Chinese. The aim is to kill the elusive Vietcong, 

yet to come upon one ooldier, it is necessary to put 

an end to a whole village, to the lives of civilians, men, 

women, and children. 

" The absurdity of this war is tacitly admitted by almost 

everyone. Our presence in Vietnam has become a national 

nightmare, our actions are forced, we dislike what we do; 

we do what we hate to do. Is this a way to bring democracy ---to Vietnam: mor e explosives, more devastation, more 

human beings crippled, orphaned, killed'? " 

(V~etnam: Crisis of Conscience, p. 53) 

If the ::u~tion isJso sure tra. t we have a strong m~ral 

positio~why does it not bring this war to a vote.:f'lljiij ~ 

~~]0~ G t ·t ti 1!f8; sayl that only the people through · I 4. e -ons 1 u on 

Congrees may declare war? 
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~ ')1. ·f-5'1A,,U.-- /. 

/ ~ Allhether we i~•..U stay-'J'or pull- out o:f Vietnam, /, .. .,,;t-
i ~ c:a-vl' lJ, ,__, 

the bombing , s$ !ft I n,.1 is a mmtake. Even Defence Secy 

McNamara judged the bombing ineffective mmm as early as :a. st 

spring, ineffective because it did not cut down (IJ our ovm 

casual ti es ; ineffect:iv e because it did not keep supplies 

from reaching the enemy; ineffect:iv e because it did not 

break his will to fight and ineffect:iv e because it did not 

bring him to the Conference table. 

All the p6litical analysts whom I respect, including 

Fulbright, Walter Lipman and A~thur Schlesinger call the 

bombing a terrible mis take. 

• .a;f 

Eut more painful tha• all this division and confusion 

,1 in high pJaces is the business-as-usual attitude of 

the vast majority of the people. Have we no heart ? 

The embattled Russian poet Andrei Voznesensky recently wrote 

a poem @@RlliiltMhh which includes the line: 

THEY'VE TAKEN OUT OUR SE}BE OF SHAME 

AS A1T APPENDIX IS R:El.WVED. 

I fear that pity ~nd compassion have likewise been surgically 
! 

removed. ~ d ~ r•J•'\A;t- ik F~'-\,?.;;-, $ i" ~ >(- ..._ 

~ -liie great soci ety~ii; µ ilf,s £:Mfd!! 

*~ /4"!, 
-, become the sick society? 
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3./ Tomorrow night our services will end with the II T'kiah" 

which is the only other sound one can make with the Shofar. 

It is a clear call, a signal for action. 

To speak and to pray, yet fail to act, would be 

a betrayal, a case of hypocrisy similar to that GP:ffr. 11 year 

old new candida~e for scouting whom I overheard the otrer day. 

He was trying ~togmemorize the scout law in preparation for his 

tenderfoot badge: 

A scout is trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly 

courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty, 

brave, clean and reverent. 

Knowing this boy to be a bit of a rascal, I said to him: 

"Say, this is going to be a busy year for you
1 

doing all these fine thingsl 11 

Not really, replied the boy, we only have to memorize them, not do them. 

It is the genius of the Jewish people to have created 

not merely a creed to recite, but a way of life to practice. 

In Biblical times, the "T'kiah" call of the Shofar summoned the 

people to perform one of them~ t difficult deeds: to set free 

their slaves and to return mortgaged property to the ar iginal owner. 

Of course, it wasn't the signal itself that :produced such 

action. The effectiveness cf the signal depedded entrrely on 

the year-round education of the people. It worked only because 

the people had been properly trained. 

The effectneness af the symgogue' s cal 1 to action 
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likew:is e del)ends on our year-round participation and training. 

Over 700 families, united in this coig regation, represent ~ 

-::ii=lililla·■:!1!!2m?aJ~e l)OV er in this con:n:nunity. What is the record of 

social action by Har Sinai as a congregation? 

I regret to say that it is Jargely a blank page. 

-n-rite•) 
Our~ organizaii on chart calls for a community affairs 

committee to take the initiative. Ctxm:xP!t'msmlllUIIltm:k::eql~ 

11:lmh srn1iegc~1JdmscmJ!ln.Rfflmn15JJIB:in1::e"K1tx,mt'tilxlll( m: llti t:tU s. CH!M,di•{ ,m:i:fm- na;m:tmc·1??0tmB1D:ii:mm. 
V -

This committee has had a long sleep all year long. 

Efforts to find a chairman have so far been unsuccessful. 

How soon, you~ cor:greg2tio~ll put your weight V 
on the scale of decision with reference to the social issues 

of our city and nation, depends on you and your sense of -
moral responsibility as Jews. 

The prophet .Amos thought it inconceivable that our people would 

ignore the call of the Shofar: 

"Shall the horn be blown in a city, 

And the peo:ple not tremble ? " Amos 3.6 

Your faith is calling you on the various levels of SHEVARIM, 

T'RUAH AND T'KIAH 
;~:11 :d K~ll4a-

We want to reach~ you~on the level of life's 

personal manirig 

We want to soften your heart with concern, with pity & 
compassion 

We want to rouse you to action. 
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t 

-13-0 o "'- s r1ee v- s·t--(i) .,.ra-e c1 .-e ;0-◊ .._ ~ 

Organized rel igion has surely not done all it could, ,'vf wo1r Id Ji:,,,, d ,, l't"h (J ,... e..___ __ _ 
Et 1 g1 BIil 3 2 1 2 without it:-

This is not the age in which we can go it alone in morals 

or in r!igion. We need one anotl'e r . 

The Dubno Maggid said tr:at he once witnessed the outbreak 

of a fire in a village . The terrified in~abit~nts began to 

scurry to and fro, each one trying to save only his own possession, 

A wise man, observing this scene, said to them: 

"Foolish people! Instead of each one of you worrying about 

himself, you should ratieer unite a.nd work together to 

put out the fire at its source. Otherwise it will spread 
~ 0/ ~I ·U\dt- ~· 

and you will {{D lose 1fiili;t is J ia ... 11 

1 
This defim s the function of a a, ngrega tion: to unite us 

in putting out the fire of evil where~er it breaks out 

so that we may save all that is dear to us: our lives, our decency, 011rr 

honor, our hope. Amen. 
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Way of Lile .or 
By ALAN W. MILLER 

IT WAS the pride and joy of the post-Men- substance, perfectly innocuous and on -the fringe 
delssohn liberal age that Judaism only tells of Jewish spiritual destiny ... an advance justifi-

you what to do, not what to believe. Judaism, it cation of the abandonment of Israel and national 
was argued, has no dogmas. You had to believe suicide on the pretext that Jews should be dis-
in God. You had to believe in life after death. persed throughout the world to propagate Mono-
You had to believe in the Sinaitic Revelation. Yes, theism (of which, on the other hand, they have 
but in what God, the God of Maimonides or the lost the true meaning, since it has been reduced by 
God of Abraham 1Ibn Daud, his famous critic? the New Jewish Learning solely to anonymous 

Again, do we define life after death as por- moralism without any foundation) ... " (p. 34). 
trayed in the more unsophisticated Midmshim The philanthropic movement failed to save 
or as Maimonides, Crescas, Albo and other medie- Judaism because it was concerned with the care 
val philosophers conceived of it? And what does of the Jewish body while ignoring the Jewish 
the Sinai tic Revelation really mean? And is it soul. Likewise, the trend towards organization 
necessary to point out that cognoscenti lock horns which would save individual Jews "through the 
on what "God spoke" means? Is it a metaphor, collective suicide of Israel" (p. 75). When the 
an allegory or-sound waves in the air created Jewish collectivity is ignored, Judaism is betrayed. 
by a larynx-less God? Whatever Jews may have in Whether or not one agrees with J ehouda, his pen-
common, it is clearly not theology. etrating criticism is valid also for more recent 

osue Jehouda in his Five Stages Of Jewish Jewish attitudes. His analysis, limited to France, 
mancipation translated from renc y o rt has relevance for world Jewry. 

'Lilienfeld, (A. S. Barnes, pp. 119, $3.50) suggebts Albert Memmi, a Tunisian Jew who teaches 
five successive stages in the evolution of modern philosophy at the Sorbonne, is married to a Gen-
Jewish thought. First came Moses Mendelssohn tile and doe-3 not raise his children as Jews, pre-
with his exhortation to keep• the rituals and- sents a brilliant, if agonized apologia pro sua 
belief in what you want. Then came Moses Monte- vita Judaica, in The Libemtion Of The Jew (Orion 
fiore with his stress on philanthropy. Then came Press, New York, pp. 303, $4.95). Jehouda, de-
Adolphe Cremieux with his emphasis on iuterna- spite his stress on the centrality of docfrine (theol-
tional organization, the fight for Jewish civil ogy) in the full emancipation of the Jew, never 
rights in the temporal sphere. Then came Theo- fails to acknowledge that for any kind of Judaism 
dor Herzl with political Zionism and secular mes- to succeed you have to have Jews - a Jewish 
siamsm, and lastly, argues J ehouda, we are living people. He accepts Jewish statehood in Israel, 
in an age when we are led to a belief in "doctrine insofar as he could envisage it, as part of 
as the only key to unified emancipation_:the fifth Jewry. 
stage in Jewish emancipation." Memmi finds the solution to the Jewish "prob-

Jehouda's conclusions fail to give full weight lem" not in any theology, but in negating the 
to his sustained argument. Still, he sees through the Diaspora. "If Israel did not exist it would have 
facade of the Wissenschaft des Judentums: ". . . to be created. If Israel should disappear it would 
what remains of the interminable dialogues be- have to be recreated. For Israel alone can put an 
tween the Torah and German philosophy? A mass end to the negativity of the Jew and liberate his 
of literature which attempts to explain Judaism < positivicy.'' ( . 294). -- - - -
whilst mutilating it to adjust to -the laico-humanist .... , In The Condition of Jewish Belief (Macmillan, 
mentality ... what remains except alluring theor- , New York, pp. 280, $5.95) thirty eight rabbis 
ies on a vague messianism of Israel, devoid of and theologians give their views on subjects rang-

RABBI MILLER (Society for the Advancement of Judaism, 
New York City) is an articulate exponent of Reconstruc
tionism. He has previously contributed to THE JEWISH 
SPECTATOR. 
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ing from the Sinaitic Revelation to the "Death 
of God." I The most distinctive of the contributors to 
this Cornmentary symposium is Richard L. Ru- / 
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benstein, Hillel Director at the University of Pitts- action or thought. No doctrinal or theological in-
burgh and the "enfant terrible" of Jewish theol- novations will confer meaning on modern Jewish 
ogy. He is far more accepta,ble to Christian theol- existence save the meaningful existence of the 
ogians (Cox and Hamilton) than to his Jewish Jewish people itself. That is the matrix in which 
colleagues, though I am not sure whether it is purely subjective preference for one theological 
deserved. His views are further elaborated in his stance over another makes sense. (What the bril-
recent book After Auschwitz (Bobbs-Merrill, pp. liant Mernmi surely needed in his youth was even 
287, $5.95). Rubenstein was recently described as half a respectable Jewish education!) 
a "mystic nihilist" (by Albert H. Friedlaender in Our young people will not be motivated to 
The J ewishJ Chronicle). It is a good description. 
Although he claims (and is supported in his claim the welfare of the Jewish people because of some 
by some "orthodox" Jews) that God conceived as new twist to the idea of Revelation or some new 
Holy Nothingness has roots in Jewish mysticism, angle on the Omnipotent, Omniscient, Omnipres-
his version is negatively forbidding. ent, Omnibenevolent Supreme Being in the 

His great forte is that he stresses, far more hon- lecture room. They will be so motivated only if 
estly than any other of the contributors to The they can be convinced that there is a living Jew-
Condition of Jewish Belief, the ,subj ecti vi ty ish People to which they belong, a people with an 
of all theology in our post-Freudian age: "All institutionalized sense of responsibility to Jewish 
theologies are inherently subjective. They are and human life. 
statements about the way in which the theologian It is our attitude to and endeavors on behalf 
experiences his world" (After Auschwitz p. 246). of the Jews in Russia which counts, not theologi-
A little more of this theological humility would cal speculation on brotherhood. It is whether sup-
have made some of the more dogmatic statements port for Israel expresses itself in encouraging 
in the Commentary symposium-from both sides Jewish self-help in business 'and industry by cru-

1 

I 
I 
I 

of the spectrum-more palatable. cial and serious investing rather than by the mak-
Rubenstein also introduces a genuine new note ing of a virtue out of a Federal income tax ne-

in bis account of Jewish ritual and myth. Here, cessi,ty. Until what the Editor of this journal 
I feel, he takes the Reconstructionist position a has constantly referred to as the pusJika mentality 
stage further than Kaplan and Eisenstein. He disappears I, for one, can do without 'abstract dis-
shows how "the psychological justification offers cussion on gemilut hasadim, agape and eros com-
the most fruitful path for ,a contemporary ration- bined. Unt il some organized Jewish effort is made 
ale for Jewish religious belief and practice" (Af- as an organic community to prevent the obscen-
ter Auschwitz p. 230). Mitzvah defined as folk- ity of Jews contributing lavishly to NAACP, pub-
way of the Jewish people to sanctify life is doubly licly honoring Martin Luther King while at the 
endorsed by the Freudian and post-Freudian in- same time hauling their children out of the pub-
tuitions which spell out the social therapeutic di- lie school system under a host of rationalizations 
mensions, an awareness which often heightens the and themselves running like scared rabbits to 
significance of Mitzvah. subuvbia when Negroes move into the vicinity, I 

• Franz Rosenzweig, Samson Raphael Hirsch can do without theological excursus on the dig-
and Kaplan stand out as the main influences on nity of man. Himmelfarb would not agree but iJ 

---:J;:-:e:-::wC-.i:':"sh~ t~h~i-=n,-k~in~g~. ~ic...n-'A--;-"':m-:--e~r"-=i--:'ca;::.:.~Y;"e7t~t~h....:e~b:.:ew~ il~d~e::.n:-=. n:.:g=----find his desire for more Jewish theology evidence 
- diversity in finer detail sure y demolishes the of Christian influence on an otherwise thoughtful 

claim made by Milton Himmelfarb in a typically Jew. We need more visible pragmatic manifesta-
witty and perceptive introduction to The State of tions of authentic Jewish living, not theoretical 
Jewish Belief that we Jews need more theology. discussions •about what Jews ought to ,believe in. 
It would seem, on the contrary, that the varieties However, this, too, is a subjective preforence. 
of modern Jewish thought, as demonstrated by The "sixty-four-dollar Jewish question'' is 
these recent publications, indicate that we have not "What do you think about Revelation, God 
far too m1tch theology, far too wide for any imme- and the Jewish Missio:g.1:_ b\!._t "Do you want to 
diate consensus. What these scholars demonstrate_ belong to the Jewish People?"-with "iIIthe ove~r,..._--
is, in a sense, a contradiction. Jewish survival can tones of reality commitment and responsibility to 
no longer be posited on any Jewish type of life, fellow-Jews this question entails. I think it was 
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~ J. B. once observed that he had 
r.~ _ nev_er__met..a._trul:y__h_g__aJthy man who worried over

much about his bod!~ a truly refigfousman w o 
.... --

wori:ied . .QY_ergmch abou~ soul. I have a feeling 
the same might be applied to t e m f-people 
the Jewish people always aspired to be. 

Rumanian Jews 
By SIDNEY DU BROFF 

THERE are 100,000 Jews in Rumania today. 
Fifty thousand are in Bucharest, fifty thou

sand others in seventy-three communities through
out the country. 

My wife and ,1 were in the office of Dr. Moses 
Rosen, Chief Rabbi of Rumania, Head of the 
Jewish Community, and for the last ten years, 
Representative in Parliament. A good-looking man 
of about fifty, with a square, grey goatee, his per
sonality is powerful, yet gentle. He is very digni
fied, and one feels immediate respect for him. 
Easy to talk to, and not given to speaking in 
platitudes, he had agreed to come rto his office 
earlier than usual in order to see us. Dr. Rosen 
is a man with immense responsibilities-a hun
dred thousand Jews depend upon him. 

We spoke of anti-Semitism. "It is not possible 
to eradicate i1t," Dr. Rosen said in his extremely 
good English. "It was here for hundreds of years. 
The difference is rthat before reactionary govern
ments encouraged and organized it. Now anti
Semitism is punished by law." 

In Parliament Dr. Rosen represents the Jews. 
Officially he is the religious leader, but in fact 
must intercede on all other matters as well-emi
gration, the Jewish theater, any problem affecting 
the Jewish people, religious or otherwise. 

The Rumanian Jewish population is elderly. 
The majority are fifty, sixty, or •seventy. Most of 
the younger ones went to Israel. The young who 
have remained have no Jewish identification. A 
young man of thirty or so today would have lived 
twenty years without Jewish identification, Dr. 
Rosen pointed out. He would have grown up in 
the Stalin era and would know little about 
Jewishness. 

"Young people have no possibility for Jewish 
life other than the Synagogue," Dr. Rosen said. 
"A Communist State doesn't allow National Youth 
Organizations. It is the principle of Marxist In
ternational - no organization of Jewish young-

SIDNEY Du BROFF is a free lance contributor to many 
journals. He is based in London. 
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sters. Religion is the only form of organizaition 
that the State allows. If you are a Jew, you can 
organize yourself into a Jewish Community." 

The young, not attracted to the synagogue or 
its ways, find no other avenue for Jewish expres
sion. But the Jewish Community newspaper, which 
has been published now for more than ten years, 
has a six-thousand circulation, and thirty-thou
sand readership, is avidly read by the young who 
have no religious affiliations, Dr. Rosen said. They 
want to learn wbout Jewish history and their 
Jewish roots. How many people fall into this 
category is hard to know. 

Within a Jewish Community, consisting of a 
hundred thousand people, many points of view 
exist, some of them potentially, or actually, hos
tile to the regime. The Jewish Community itself 
may not be too eager to entertain elements lack
ing in religious devotion. 

In Rumania it is not possible to have a Jewish 
cultural organization, Dr. Rosen told us. It is not 
allowed to divide citizens in nationalities-no or
ganizations are permitted from a national point 
of view. All organizations are intranational. The 
culture must be the expression of the entire State. 
There could be no organization whose purpose is 
to read Sholom Aleichem, but an organization to 
read the world's great writers might encounter 
Sholom Aleichem. However, Jewish cultural ex
pressions exist within the framework of religious 
expression. 

The exception, or what would appear to be 
the exception, is the Yiddish Theater. It is a 
State Theater and has nothing to do with the 
Jewish religious body, or directly with Jews 
themselves. Like all the other theaters, it is a 
State entity, only in this one they happen to 
speak Yiddish rather than Rumanian. Dr. Ro
sen s•aid it was dying. The audience is not Yid
dish speaking. There is instantaneous transla
tion into Rumanian, but even this failed to solve 
the problem. The State wants to close the thea,ter, 
because of the small audiences. Dr. Rosen spoke 
to the Minister of Culture. The Minister said 
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that for every Jew who went to the theater and 
spent 10 l€i for a ticket, the government spent 150. 
It was costing three million lei a year for the gov
ernment to subsidize the theater, ·which has now 
been reduced to performing twice a week because 
of the lack of audience. Dr. Rosen's intervention 
has kept the theater from being closed altogether. 

"Our synagogues are full," Dr. Rosen said, 
"with people in their fifties, sixties, and seven
ties. People who go to the theater are in their 
twenties, thirties, and forties. The young have 
gone to Israel. The group who would go to the 
theater is not here." 

He felt that even the non-religious could come 
to his synagogue. "My sermons are not only re
ligious." All Rumanian Jews are in one com
munity. "Some are more religious and some less 
religious. I am Orthodox, but in my Temple you 
will find a choir ... We don't have divisions as 
in America." 

SOME Jews take no part in the Jewish Com
munity, but these are a small percentage. 

Others attend only once or twice a year. "On 
Yorn Kippur," Dr. Rosen said, "I have seen many 
Communists in the synagogue. If he is a mem
ber of the Party it is a contradiction to come to 
the Jewish Community. The Party has the right 
to ask him why he goes to the Synagogue. From 
the State point of view he can be religious and 
be in the highest position. But they feel if he is 
a Party member it is not good to oome to shul ... 
I can't say a Jew who came to shul was eliminated 
from the Party. They have a feeling it is not 
good, but they come on Yorn Kippur." 

What was Dr. Rosen's reaction to those who 
came only rarely? "To me all Jews are Jews, and 
if he comes to shul once a year, he is also a Jew." 
Were there many Jews active in the Communist 
Party who don't attend the synagogue? "It is 
not possible to say how many. Someone didn't 
come last year-but now he comes. It depends 
on the situation, the general atmosphere. It is 
a good atmosphere now. It is liberalization. The 
government understands the Jewish problem." 

Dr. Rosen cited an example. "The Rumanian 
Government has made a great gesture of good 
will." A thousand Torahs, no longer used or 
needed in Rumania, were donated to Israel. "A 
gesture of understanding of our problems.'' They 
renounced an off er of a million dollars from 
American sources. "They approved my point of 
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view that a Sef er Torah can't be a thing you 
buy ... rrhe Czech and Polish Governments have 
taken money for them, but only the Rumanian 
Government has approved my point of view and 
allowed me to send them as a gift." 

Regarding Israel, Dr. Rosen said that "the 
very fact that the State exists is a good thing 
for the Jewish people. But the politics of the 
State of Israel is another factor. This policy of 
allying _ themselves with one part of the world
America-is very dangerous, not only for the mil
lions of Jews in the East, but bad for the State of 
Israel to exist in a situation of permanent war 
with its neighbors." 

In principle any Rumanian Jew can go to 
Israel, though not in practice. The old may go, 
but not the young; engineers, academics, doctors 
cannot go. The State has invested considerable 
amounts of money in their education and has no 
wish to pass on these benefits to other countries 
free of charge. 1958 saw a large emigration, and 
most of -the people who wanted to go, went. It 
is no longer a collective problem, but an indivi
dual one. 

For the time being it is not possible for Ru
manian Jews to visit Israel as tourists, with ex
ceptions, but in the future it may be possible to do 
so. Israelis, however, may come to Rumania as 
visitors. 

T HERE are nine Talmud Torahs in Buchar
est, with a total of 150 children in attend

ance. There is room for 1,000. There are few 
teachers. The children attend afternoons, upon 
completing their day at the State school. In 1949 
there were 6,000 raibbis in Rumania, but now 
there are only four. There were thousands of 
ritual slaughterers, but now only twenty-three 
or twenty-four remain. These travel hundreds of 
miles every day to provide kosher meat. 

Rumanian Jews consume about half a mil
lion pounds of matzos at Pesach. Kosher wine 
is also available. Fifteen hundred families re
ceived money and assistance from the Jewish 
Community-packages of food for the holidays, 
clothing for the winter. The State pays part of 
the salary of the clergy-of all churches, but pro
vides no other forms of assistance, which must 
come from the community itself. 

Dr. Rosen is a frequent visitor to America, 
Canada, and England, where he has often lec
,tured. His brother-in-law is Chief Rabbi of Scot-

The Jewish Spectator 
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September 16, 1968 

Rosh Hashonoh Services 

EARLY EVENING SERVICE 

Rabbi Oppenheimer will preach 

Sunday, September 22 

LATE EVENING SERVICE 

Rabbi Karff will preach 

Sunday, September 22 

8:45 p.m. 6:45 p.m. 

EARLY MORNING SERVICE 

Rabbi Karff will preach 

Monday, September 23 

9:30 a.m. 

Sabbath Eue Seruice 
LOUIS l. MANN CHAPEL 
enry Friday 5:30 to 6:00 p.m. 

"A THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK" 

LATE MORNING SERVICE 

Rabbi Oppenheimer will preach 

Monday, September 23 

11 :30 a.m. 

Children's Service 
Monday Morning, September 23 at 11 :20 a.m. 

in the Temple Foyer 

(Please Use 54th Street Entrance Only) 
All children in Sinai Religious School and 
their friends are cordialy invited to 
attend these services. 

SOUTH SHORE DRIVE AT FIFTY-FOURTH STRE.ET 

. 
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5729 A NEW YEAR'S GREETING FROM THE RABBI 1968-1969 

Dear Congregant: 

~ ew Year i~ upon us. We plan our Congregational Jue against a backdrop of turbulent un
certainty. How desperately we need wisdom and courage to sustain us. 

Let us seek to discover - by study, prayer and communion with each other - what this hour 
demands of us as sons and daughters of the coven ant. Let this be our spiritual agenda for the days 
that lie ahead. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Ja~}·ow join _Rab?i and Mrs. Oppenheimer and the Kar.ff family in wishing 
that you and your dear ones may be mscnbed for a good year." 

"THE SOUNDING OF THE SHOFAR" 
Excerpts from Justice and Mercy by Max Arzt 

The shofar's sound of hope 
The Torah designates the first day of the seventh 

month as "a day of blowing the horn" (Num. 29:1). 
Among the ancient peoples, the celebration of a 

new year was marked by the creation of shrieking, 
deafening noises, whose purpose was to frighten off 
evil spirits and demons. The shofar, however, is 
sounded not to drive off evil spirits, but to bring men 
closer to God, and to invoke His mercuul remem
brance of them ( N um. 10: 10) . It is God (Elohim) 
"who is gone up . . . amidst the sound of the horn 
(teruah)"; it is the Lord (Adonai) who manifests Hirn- J 
self with the sound of the shofar ( Ps. 4 7: 6). This 
verse is said by the rabbis to inform us that at first I 
God ascends and sits on the throne of severe judg
ment, but when the people of Israel take the shof ar 
and sound it, He leaves the throne of judgment and 
sits on the throne of mercy (Leviticus Rabbah, 29: 1). 
The Bible verses in the Musaf Amidah which accom
pany the sounding of the shofar enlarge on the sho-
f ar' s message of redemption. They celebrate the 
"coronation of God" (Malkhuyot) as sole Sovereign 
over our lives and avow that, as our Judge and Ar
biter of our destiny, He will "remember" us (Zikhro
not) with mercuul consideration; and, as Lawgiver 
and Redeemer, He will bring us to messianic redemp
tion (Shofarot). To avoid a despairing interpretation 
of the shofar sounds, the Mishnah forbids the inclu
sion of any biblical verses expressing forebodings of 
punitive chastisement among the ten verses which 
are to accompany each of the three sets of shofar 
sounds (Mishnah R.H. 4:6). 

The symbolism of the shofar 
Maimonides offers as the rationale for the sound

ing of the shofar the fact that this rite is ordained in 
the Torah. But he proceeds to suggest that, in addi
tion, there is this exhortation that we can discern in 
the sliofar sounds: 

Fondly, 

Awake, ye sleepers from your slumber, and rouse 
you from your lethargy. Scrntinize your deeds and 
return in repentance. Remember your Creator, ye 
who forget eternal trnth in the trifles of the hour 
who go astray all your year after vain illusions which 
can neither profit nor deliver. Look well into your 
souls and mend your ways and your actions; let each 
one of you forsake his evil path and his unworthy 
purpose, and return to God, so that He may have 
mercy upon you (Hilkhot Teshubah, 3:4). 
"A prayer without words" 

ro essor Saul Lieberman characterizes the shof ar 
s as "a ra er witho · ." e soun s 

duce in us a range of emotions that surge in the heart, 
of thoughts that race through the mind. We think of 
the situation of man, "his works and his ways, his 
thoughts and his schemes," as the introduction to 
the Zikhronot expresses it; we are awakened by the 
a~me tekiah s nd to the multi le cl.an ers that 
threaten human lue and make it so precarious. T e 
weird, plaintive shevarim-teruah notes which followf 
serve to remind us that the fears that we fear ~fteq 
come u 1011 us, that human Jjfe is frequently thd 
bearer o trage y and frustration. But not for long 
are we allowed to wander in despondency. We are 
lut~d to the heights of a bright hope as we hear th~ 

_tektah gedolah the prolonged couc)qding blast Th· 
hope is one of redemption-the redemption of man 
from the inner and outer "drives" that threaten to 
efface the divine image in which he is made, the 
redemption of Israel from the yoke of exile, and 
the liberation of all mankind from exploitation and 
tyranny. 

ROSH HASHONOH SITTER SERVICE 
Parents of _voung children may avail themselves of 

the Sitter Service provided by Sinai cl.wing the Rosh 
Hashonoh Morning Services. Children should be 
brought to Room 212, the kinderga1ten room, on the 
second floor. 



FACING A TIME OF TURBULENCE 

Eve of Rosh Hashonah 
Sept. 22, 1968 

(? _}):) )\ 7> ? 1 C ve r May you be inscribed for a good year in the 

Whatever hope we have for the future, my friends, 
hook of life. I 

is~ inspired by consciousness of so much good that has been 

bestowed upon us in the past. Tonight, in the midst of beloved 

family and-to many people dear to our heartsJ we thank God that 

He kept us alive and preserved us. Allow me a strictly personal 

reference. This is the 18th time that I am privileged to celebrate 

a new year with you. 18 is spelled in Hebrew with the letters 

which also spell LIFE. May this be a year of life and health 

for all of us, a year of life for our congregation andrfevived 
~ 

strength for our heritage. 

We are bidding farewell to the year 5728 and we welcome the 

year 5729 after the presumed creation of the world. 

The Chinese do not number their years but name them. 

The year of the rice-bowl might be a year of prosperity. The year 

of the eagle, a year of victory. What name would be appropriate 

for the year that just ended? 

.,n 
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I 

I . 
Should we call it the YEAR OF THE KNIFE, the year of 

relentless blood-letting in far off Vietnam, where our losses 

already outnumber those of the Korean war, where week after 

week the long silent procession of the dead is joined by another 

400 or 500 of our youth 1 

Or, should we call it the year of the TANK, the year 

in which a brave small federation of peoples, the Chechs and the 

have it J'fi-wr,rs il t t J extinguished under the heavy tanks 

of Communist imperialism. 

Or would it be more fitting to call it the year of the 

CLUB, the year when policemen again and again were called into 

action, swinging their clubs agatd.st racial rioteers 

in Cleveland, against students on the rampage at Columbia and 

against political demonstrators in Chicago. 

I don't know which symbol would be more descriptive, 

theknife, the tank or the club, -- but I am certain that this 

past year will go down in history as a year of brutality, 

a year in which insisensitivi1ry to human pain matched the callousness 

of the Nazi era. In Biafra a whole people is being wiped out: 
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6,000 people, mostly children, are dying each day of hunger. 

The world knows what is going on; photographs of the children 

with matchstick legs and swollen bellies have been published 

in all the papers, but the conscience of mankind hardly 

twitched at this newest case of genocide. The U.N. is 

sitting this one out. 

In the middle east, 15 months after the 6 day war, 

the Arabs, emboldened by the immense flow of Russian arms 

are openly calling for the next round. Let me quote you 

from a letter which I received yesterday from a well informed 

friend in Israel: 

"The position with the Arabs here is very depressing. 

There seems to be no prospect of peace and my own 

personal opinion is that a fourth war is inevitable. 

The only factor which can influence matters in another 

direction would be a major reconciliation between 

Russia and AMerica." 

The prospect of such a reconciliation, after Chechoslovak:ti, 

is more remote than ever. Meanwhile the whole world watches 

x~ and does nothing. 

HOW DOES ONE REACT TO SUCH AN AGE 'l What is a proper 

response to a sequence of brutalities which escalate violence 



I 
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give us the dismal feeling that 

we are sitting on top of a powder keg JrillJUltE.IDC,JDaultXlsm:KXJRD:btxx 

1. SHAME 

The first re$ronse of decent people to today's troubled 

times is exemplified by ProfeS:Or Christian Barnard, the 

greats. AFrican heart surgeon. On a recent visit to a Jewish 

orphanage in Capetown, Dr. Barnard was asked to say a few words. 

Picture the scene. Tall, slender, youngish looking Dr. Barnard, 

surrounded by 45 Jewish orphans. The famous surgeon began to 

speak: 

"We have emerged from the era of concentration camps. 

We have taken the heart of a colored man and transplanted 

it into the body of a Jew. Then, we treated him with 

medicines which had been produced by Girmans. 11 

At these words, his hands began to tremble, his 

eyes filled with tears: 

"Pardon me, my children, but I am overcome by emotion" 

said Dr. Barnard as he abruptly ended hisremarks and turned away. 

WHAT WAS THE REA.SON FOR DR. B&RNARD'S TEARS 1 

Unfortunately, the reporter who covered this incident failed 

to ask. So, we may all speculate. My own guess is that 
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Dr. Barba.rd was overcome by a beuatiful vision: 

s heart, 

who, 

the life of a white 

'rmany the /!!!I , 

land of ant·semitism and gas-chambers. ••" 

was 

~:..:_~B~a:r~n~a:r~d~=c~a~~~......e:....i!:!!!.l:~s~e~o'-:.:J t~~ pos~ibilities of 1 
J.0 1n!7f. hl~ci. 1,,wlk/Je""· ~F_·1e.,,, 

reconciliation, of human helpfulness,~so that a new cooperative 

global society might flourish,where life would be saved not 

destroyed, 

wasted. 

where the years of man would be prolonged, not 

What a great age this could be! If only 

peace and security permitted us to exploit the potential 

of science and technology, the ealth t~awn 

f ~of the se~ _,n ..... o_rm_ o_u_s_ a_dv_a_n_~_a_g_e_ tt_oo_ bb_ee ___ 

gained from control o~ter spa~e. 

Who would not break into tears when seeing this 

tragic contrast between vision and reality, between the 

attainable age of plenty and the present peril of cities torn 
----) 

by civil strife, universities )demolished under a hail of 

paving stones, and nations :pltlaring their billions into engines 

of death, while the violent temper of our times cuts down the 
r,1,t.,f'_tlte5f 

John flower of our youth and slaJJt leaderiJX 1 d J 

F. Kennedy, Martin Luther Kin+nd Robert F. Kennedy. 

rforning after Senator Kennedy's assassination, a 

New York T.V. station cancelled all programs and for 2\ 

hours projected on its screen the single word SHAME. 

1 think that Dr. Christian Barnard's tears at the C8 petown 

orphanage were tears of shame. Our first response to world 
-/-ocl c\ ':r 

conditionsAmust be deep, burning shame and compassion, t('l.) 
' I 2. ~ CA~~ Y OW - I .5 l)""" fL Cit 1' ~ 9~ :h..-v~ ~ fl--'>~sl 

but there is another respnse , not on the emotional level, l'h...t.wr~ ·-a..-s-,___ 
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not expressed in words and therefore easily overlooked. 

In nt. Barnard's case it is the fact that he is carrying on 

with his work. He is not just weeping and folding his 

hands, but, despite everything, despite the deplorable world 

situation •*••aatt1111, he is doing his job. The most important 

positive response~ to turbulent times 

t)h, 
is the stamina to go~with tasks that must be performed. 

The clerk who puts in his hours, 9 to 5, the teacher, 

the engineer, the doctor, the housewife who manages an orderly 

home where children are raised and~ learnl the meaning 

of sharing and loving, even the businessman whose fair 

trade maintains confidence i n our society,---- all those who 

making 
carry on in their daily task:,are ~•xf:RJCJ11x,a.g the most effective .,, 
of all possible contributions to t l tr I C 1 fabric of 

sswt•2gr social existence in which reason and decency still 

have a chance. 
t Is ""- --'", \C., ~ • ..;t- ':- l 

3 1 Progress Through Friction 

t~;yd. 
There is still c • !lMa way of reacting to a time of 

turbulence. There ade many Afiericans, perhaps in the millions, 

who deeply believe that the co\ll'ltry is going to the dogs. 
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They are frightened by an ugly mood of vengeful extremism. 

As more and more black people condone violent militancy, the 

inevitable white backlash is gaining furious momentl.Dil -----

and where will it all end 1 

An,_erica is torn and tormented by tensions such as have 

not been felt in a long, long time. Old party loyalties are 

snapping under the pull of polarization between the blacks and 

the whites, between the hawks and the doves. There are threats 

even 
of violent over-tum and sx*** more violent repression. 

Are we on a deadly collision course? 

Before you run scared, see the positive side of all this 

turmoil: For one thing, there is no apathy in America now, 

Enormous passions have been aroused. There is now, at last, 

a fierce involvement of more people than ever in the great 

issues of war and peace, pverty and plenty, black and white. 

Only the most naive would expect that issures of such magnitude 

could be debated nicely and gentl¥ in the style of a p~lite 

little tea drinking circle with nothing louder than the clinking 
j 

of fine bone china. 
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The confrontations are so violent because the issues are 

so big and, for the first time, are being tackled in earnest. 

Ten years ago, ww were in V1etnam and nobody gave it a thought. 

It is now being recognized by the people at large as the crucial 

question of this nation's foreign policy. After some 50,000 

dead and hundreds of thousand maimed and countless billions 

spent, there is a new urgency in our discussions related to 

vietnam which merely proves that we cannot be far from the 

moment of basic decision. 

It is the same way with the problem of poverty and race. 

All previous government action in this area can be summed up as 

- preliminaries. Now, for the first time, we are confronted 

by negroe~not merely speaking and hoping for equality but 

-acl~~~ 
ill!!!!ar breaking through old demarcation lines of social and 

economic inferiority and pressing on toward real equality • 

.-•·;~Also, for the first time, the facts and figures are in as 

to what it would cast to rehabilitate the negro and rebuld the 

cities of AMerica •••• No wonder there is screaming on both sides, 

those who want their full share and those who hate to pay the 

price. 
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This great internal conflict, called THE URBAN CRISIS, 
,,. ... 

r-~ RACIAL CONFLICT, 

to suffer: 

gress runs in a straight, upward line of automatic 

Nol:hing of t ~ HISTORY EXHIBITS TIME AND AGAIN 

PROGRESS THROUGH FRICTION. At the turn of the century, 

the ruthlessness of monopolistic big business resulted in 

the federal controls of the Teddy Roosevelt era and the economic 

anarchy of the Great~B:R_t~on produced the New Deal. 
·, ~ ~1'--9""~-~- ->-cl d lR_p 

1 
The current crisis

1
may be productive of greac. t advances. 

6 us tmderstand current events in the light of the rubber 

band theory.) It is a strange perversity of human nature 

which makes him want to go forward when he is pushed back. 

Contrary to the opinion of conservatives who fear the reovlutionary 

tendencies of man, the truth is that man is not revolutionary 

but sluggish. He needs to be goaded into a forward leap by 

the build-up of intolerable pressure. Like a rubber band, we 

gain a forward momentum when we are pulled back. Then, under 

the pressure of regressive forcesmutxx we snap back into the 

r: 0 • j:> (l l1'5L µ.D~ J..-/' 
opppsite direction toward progress. ~ ~~d p~s~ 
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I see the current politics of violence in Chechoslovaki':J 

in Vietnam and in our own country as the prelude to great 

strides ahead. We shall through painful and costly trial and 

error first attempt many of the wrong approaches before we 

finally apply the only approach that will really work, the 

approach of justice. 

Thomas Edison once hired a brilliant young assistant to 

help him develop an invention he was working on. 

"Here is your lab," he said, 

now go ahead." 

The young man went to work enthusiastically hoping to 

lick the problem speedily. But, despite nmnerous experilments 

are g~oa~ eaFe, our young scientist got nowhere. Frustrated and 

desiShdent, he handed in his resignation: 

11 1 am sorry, Mr. Edison, ·for wasting all your 

money•J but the 500 experilments I made were all in vain." 

\\ NOT AT ALL, YOUNG MAN, 

WAYS THAT WON!;r WORK.11 

---::---

replied Edison, WE NOW KNOW 500 
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The year that has gone was a year of trial and error which 

need not be wasted if we learn from it the many ways which will 

not solve our problems. 

We have been shown by events in Vietnam that military 
0 

power alone is no way to esta.blish a way of life. Devotion to 

democratic ideals cannot be implanted by saturation bombing. 

It Our costly failure will not be in vain, if we learn from
1

the 

meaning of the prophetic word: 

Not by might nor by power 

But by my spiritW, saith the Lord. 

/ 

I 
It ls tncoucei;able that Russian tanks 

~ 
will permanently bloc...~ the advance of freedom in Chechoslovakia. 

I 
There __ , to~ events to come will bear out the prediction that 

weapons cannot shoot ideas. 

Not by might nor by BIQIHIIX power, 

..... he strongest vindication of our Jewish faith in a God whose 

power in history makes for righteousness is the turn of events 

in America's racial problem. We are finding out all the woong 
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ways of handling this problem and we are paying for our mistakes. 

Having reduced negroes to inferiority in 3 centuries of 

degradation, we find no escape from the responsiblity of 

the biggest human eehabilitation job any hation ever confronted. 

If we refuse to pay the astronomic price which justice demands 

I\ now, we shall pay later non-the-less, with heavy 

penalties in addition, perhaps even with the total destruction 

of our country. My faith as a Jew is not shaken but 

vindicated when after so many years of racial injustice 

America is told by the shape of events, loudJ and clear~ 

REPAIR THE WRONG OR ROT l 

In the second year of the Civil war a great AL'1erican woman, 

Julia Ward Howe wffte a poem in which she interpreted the 

national tragedy as a divine judgement unfolding itself in the 

painful events of her day. The poem, THE BATTLE HYMN OF 

THE REPUBLIC, remains the best explanation of the raging 

conflict of our own time: 
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Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord; 

He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of 

wrath are stored; 

He hath loosed the fateful lightaing of His terrible, 

swift sword; 

His truth is marching on. 

WEEP FOR SHAME , YET CARRY ON 

AND TRUST THAT JUSTICE WILL BE DONEi 



Rosh Hash. MORNING) ¥€ w o,,, k-J . 1<0sL IJ ,, 
~~1H3, 

Sept. 23, 1968 

THE SHOFAR CALL: 

Since time irrunemorial, the most characteristic feature 

of this holy day has been the sounding of the Shofar. 

Maimonides explains the meaning of the Shofar call: 

"The sounding of the Shofar is a signal that says: 

Awake ye sleepers; be aroused ye slumberers, and 

ponder your deeds •••• Forsake each of you his evil 

ways and thoughts and return to God ••• " 

Moses 

Clearly, according to Maimonides, the Shofar is an appeal to 

conscience. 

Ever since man has been aware of his conscience, he has 

tried to tranquilize it, •s:::;i=:::.i::t:::::t:t!:!=h=:et:~or fool it. 

A salesman called on the purchasing agent of a big comapny 

and immediately tried to bribe him with the gift of a bottleof 

whiskey. 

"Oh no," said the purchasioo agent, 11my conscience 

won't permit me to accept this as a gift." 

"Suppose I sell it to you for a nickel? "---suggested the salesman. 

"IN THAT CASE, I BUY TWO! "---replied the agent. 
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We are all experts, my dear firends, in outmanouvering 

our conscience. Lord Bulwer called the conscience 

"THE MOST ELASTIC THING THERE IS IN THE WORLD.tt 

Let us examine the rules which apply to the sounding of the 

Shofar for these ruies, I believe , tell us something about 

man's struggle with his conscience. 

1 1 MOTIVATION 

The first rule about the Shofar says that 2 persons must 

participate in SO\lllding it: I~'~ r--.r ,.___J 'fk_ 

The BAAL TEKIA, the one who actually sounds the Shofar, 

must stand next to the MAKREE, 
;11'1 

the "pro.,pter" who calls 

out the notes to be sounded on the Shofar. No mattaer how 

great an expert the Baal Tekia, he must sound the Shofar only 

when prompted by the Makree. 

This rule suggests that in any deed or action in life, 

we should give close attention to that which really prompts us, 

our real motivation. /1'.hc C bl1i i.:a 1 t fa aced dcps1Je en 

amt; Lzg A lady once told me that she 

suspected her husband had again been unfaithful. How do you 

know, I asked. "BECAUSE HE JUST SENT ME A LOVELY PEARL-NECJ(LACE. 
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wHfwfVflL 1-t t=- I krvcv: TIMT 
HE t '!' !fS SENDS ME A GIFT .WffEN HE HAS A GUILTY CONSCIENCE." 

~ 
We must judge the action by the motive. A wrag motive 

turns virtue into vice. Said the poet: 

"A truth that's told with bad intent 

Beats all the lies you can invent." 

(Blake) 

What is the biggest weakness in education? It is 

not in method and facilities but mu in motivation. The pupil 

studies, ---for grades, for prestige, not for knowledge. 

The result is that millions of college graduate~ receive their 

diploma and ditch the book. 

• 

The intellectual stagnation that sets in after college 

is formidable. 

Or, take another problem of wrong motivation, the parent 

who is so generous toward his child. 11 He gives him everything." 

What prompts it 1 
\\ ti 

Are these showers of material gifts pay-offs 

for the denial of companionship, confidence and communication? 

Are we so eager to give our children luxury homes, swimming pools, 

cars and money---- American teenagers buy or choose 20% of all 

automobiles and teenage girls are now spending more on their 



-4-

clothes than do their mothers----- are we lavishing so much 

material abundance upon them because we have little else to 

give them 'l 

----- Comparisons with the Jewish parent of 2 or 3 generations 

t::.he~ 
ago are in order. The typical Jewish family~was poor and 

patriarchal. Parents, especially fathers, were leaders. 

~+ honii) 
They did~ abdicate their responsiblit~. They had standards 

and did not hesttate to command and, if necessary coerce the 

children to meet these standards. They believed in the -

priority of work over fun of education over money. They 

sweated and sacrificed for it; they put f amily honor and unity 

c/eor ~.,,_J 
above all other values. IMtr.i'ex standards were/\.strict. They 

loved our people, shared its dreams and pinched pennies 

for the little blue box, collecting money for Israel or some 

other charity. Despite poverty, they gave their children 

everything that made life worthwhile. Even the East side kid 

who grew up in the squalor of the Ghetto, f It! cap iii': and 

'i,t-Ve~ ~"t . 
was full of rebelliol\, nevertheless, generally speaking, h d fed 0 11b f~ 

/ . t--" 'I ~veh w~~ he.d:s~teedJ he. re..sf ec:f-ed 
f-pcvQv-td bu.It -WPIIF?' his ... parentj forAtheir standards. 

Today, many of our youth come from homes whose material 
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rdt~J «>w~st-~ 

lUKury is~tched by .'9 moral and spiritual poverty €rogram) 

One of the nation's most respected psychiatriasts, oR. Benjamin 

B. Wolman, dean of the Institute of Applied Psychoanalysis, 

sutms up the real issue in the current generation gap: 

11 1 1m tired of~althy people who give their children 

no moral values, coming to .me and saying they don't 

know wha.t 1 s wrong with their youngsters ••••• What 1 s wrong 

is that the parents are leading hollow, empty, shallow 

tives and not giving their children a~ything to hold 

on to." 

T•mothy Leary, the psychodelic seer of Millbrook, estimates 

that the percentage of young Jews in Haight-Ashbury is around 

40 %. In an interview, Dr. Leary theorized that 

ls it 

11 the Jewish flower children have joined the hippie 

movement out of rejection of the sham and hypocrisy 

of their parents• life ••••• These young people, born 

after 1940, are not interested in joining the qmest 

for more cars, more machines, and more material things. 

THE JEWISH HOME, Dr. Leary added, HAS LOST MUCH OF ITS 

ORIGINAL VITALITY AND ITS SPIRITUALITY HAS BEEN DULLED. 11 

love when a parent gives all)but denies to the child 

what he most needs? ls it love when a parent buys everything, 

but fails in his first reponsibility p to be a model the child 

can respect? ls it love when a parent sends a child to the most 
fl 
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expensive schools, i>ut also &al!l!~trt!m into the world without 

faith in anything, without reverence for anything, without 

ideal or sense of higher purpose? 

2. ETHICAL AUTHORITY 

The second rule about the Shofar says it must be a fixed 

series of sounds. The Baal Tekia can not use his imagination 

no matter how creative a musician he is. He must not improvise 

a new composition of Shofar sounds but render the required sounds 

in the proper order. What is the point of this rule? 

ethical 
It conveys to us the principle of/authority founded upon tradition. 

It has become fasionable among the new radical left to speak 

contemptuously of socalled "conventional ethics." They like 

to imagine themselves as independent thinkers who can improvise 

their Qwn code of ethics. These great lovers of independence 

make a big to-do about their o~m personal conscience. 

"My conscience is my guide." 

wh&f--
1 would ask: ~ informs your conscience 1 

Wh~~ shapes it 'l W~..,, supplies content and stanrds for your 
conscience? 
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When you say, "My conscience is my guide," ---- all you 

may be saying in fact is 11 1 don't want any interference." 

\\ r don't want anybody to tell me what to do." Might not 

~ the insistence upon one's ~conscience be a clever way 

of escaping ethical obligation? Should every person 

be free to write his own ticket in moral matters? 

5holij ~ ~ ~ h-.s 1>~ ~/.\ c .~ fl-. 
I~~ l)M ½-. ;,-~f~ lo ~ k-.·( i~-~ W- '1:-

The word "conscience" means literally "knowing ~ 

them" 
' 

sharing their ideas. It presupposes a community 

of whose standzmd I am conscious. In Jewish ethics, it is the 

community that guides the individual not the other way aro"Lmd. 

Every Jewish Mitzvah represents a community consensus of 

obligation, not personal opinion. No single human being 

lives long enough and has a wide enough range of experience and 
J t'j/J,. f ~ 11 '?J, c. r2- 11, ,. -J.e. ,, } c:Lslf2- <4~"'f ~ ~ ,c W'k, f!:~5.J>-c-., ~~ ... 'et.. 

~ ~-> . ;),,,,c:ft~,11 _ --p ..... ' ' b '3.> •·'cJ r~ff'! .;h,... J,,l. ,j2..l-.;; :S;t,,,, a/( ,.,.o,_,cflt ~ 
is wise enough o write hit own code of ethics.A My personal 

conscience, in order to be sure of itself, needs to be upheld~~nf'r~ed 

by the judgement of others~ally ,.by the opinion 

% nfl 
of learnedAmeJ of unquestioned integrity • 

...--1---,---~~ ~ 
.t,.fi;,iw Sounding the Shofar in strict accordance with a fixed 

series of notes is to impress upon us the value of traditional 

authority. 
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The rule further requires that the Shofar be sounded 

from the••r-saine place at which the Torah is read to the congreg-

ation. This 
5/;u,.,rt.V 1 ,.,,,~:,{ 8, 

identifies the Torah as th\authori:,;' odel 

for our conscience. Consequently no Jew can claim to have 

/UMJt; ( 
a reliable conscience ~ he informs it and checks it all 

the time through study of the Torah. 

3 1 PR1NC1PLE AND PRACTICE 

The 3rd rule of the Shofar says that a blessing must 

be recited before sounding it. t!lltthe wording of that blessing)) .. owete5 

is the subject of a revealing controversy in the Talmud. 

Should the blessing be for blowing or for listening, 

LITKOA OR LISHMOA ? The Talmud settles the argument in 

favor of LISHMOA i.e. LISTENING to the Shofar. 

What was the principle behind the argument 'l 

It boils down to the question as to what is more important, 

to announce a great idea or to listen to it, to preach it, 

or to take it to heart and practice it. 

Every religion, every movement blows its horn of idealism~ 
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Each has its 

lofty declarations of high principles, but what is distinctive 

about Judaism is that it not only issued its great ethical 

declarations but also ori~ated a concrete way of life, 

full of Mitzvot, commands and regulations , which translate 

the idea into practice. 

Some say, ttr am proud to be a Jew." 

But what sort of pride is it? How does it express itself? 

A stamp collector who is proud of his collection constantly 

looks over his stamps; he knows every one and where it belongs, 

its value andhistory ---- and he wantsW to increasehis 

collection. 

Do you know~ you are proud of in Judaism? How 

deeply involved are you personally in its study and practice? 

How many Jewish ideas and practices have you collected? 

11 1 am proud to be a Jew" 
Are you meaely sounding your horn, OlC'XXIDQD~~ 

aDgt11]11lCXElllUmEXXB:fxlixaxtx or are you actually responding to 

the message of Judaism by listening,by taking it seriously, 

by shaping your life accordingly? 
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, f 

The Mishnah defines the minimum observance of Rosh Hashonah 

in these words: 

A person who does not even enter the synagogue, but 

is walk ing near OI\.,e)or lives close to one and hears the 

Shofar being sounded ••••• if he directs his heart, i.e. 

concentrates his attention upon it, he has fulfilled his obligation." 

The essential object of the Rosh Hashonah observance is to 

re-direct our hearts, to transform the random Jew who ordinarily 

stays out of the synagogue into a purposeful Jew who directs his 

heart toward his heritage and~ resolves to know 

it so that he might live by it. 

this morning be aroused mmto stir up and refine their conscience. 

HAPPY IS THE PEOPLE WHO KNOW THE JOYFUL SOUND, said the psalmist (89.15) 

Happy, indeed, is the people who, hearing the voice of the prompter, 

are challenged to examine the true motives that ppompt them in daily 

H-a rr ':>.the y:J<u ple--
lite ••••••• r...... who, hearing the fixed order of the Shofar sounds, 

~alize that the individual needs to be guided by the fixed ethical 

tradition, rooted in Torah, as a model for personal conscience 

A i,..J, h~r'1 fl,..e,l)eru1ln ~ from the bl · ha d 1· •• J ••• J.~ho take essing t t comman s us to isten, the 
&\11.J J\-v0!va~~s...._9~ve to match declarations of high principles with personal practice. 
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THESICKNESS OF THE SICK SOCIETY 

I do not know who coined the phrase, "The Sick Society", 

was it Senator Fulbright or one of those bright young intellectuals 

who clustered around Robert F. Kennedyf 

Whoever first applied these words to 

America, registered for us a radical change in the mood of the nation. 

There is a general feeling that the conflicts which rip our country 

apart are not the normal disturbances of society. 

What is the difference between a normally disturbed society 

a sick Every society 

society identifies its problems solving them, 

or at least is even though presently the means 

may be lacking. the problems of Israel! SECURITY, 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT,IMMIGRA 

~ 

... these prob] eros though ska may ha'\."~ ta uait fo:a;- favce~agla peliti~~-
• · 

--!eve~ent and mateeial aid to make fas~e:E' pi::os~ii:E:fJ With all of its 

worried 
problems Israel is ~evl t a 1tl"BEm½e• 

healthy society that has a sense of purpose an 

moving forward. 

but essentially 

that :sk& it is 
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/-==--------------------. 
Jim is t~dition of~_ U.S. diH.erent 7 ....__ In 

WE have all sorts of problems, but none can be solved by itself. 

fc'~ As•~(~ ~rv--_s_.4_1e..,;f-_~---
);µ(l... · _ _overty, racial tension, extremism, urban decay, alienated 

youth, rising crime and drug addiction---- all of these problems 

hang together and each, somehow, seems to be magnified by some 

festering disease deep in the heart of A~rica which spreads its poison 

into all organs of our body politic. 

ln my remarks tonight I shall try to do two things. 

First, l shall attempt to analyze the nature of America's sickness. 

Secondly, l J shall submit to you the thought that the cure lies 

in Judaism's view of life. 

To begin with, we may 
i,.,.'Ti.. ,,.. f""-_ '6>-fv,. ,/:c /.· o,._, 

say, ZS2£i3:.¥ .. ,,. ,aae a 1 e1ar1s-ev; 

that whatever ails JJi,ierica , 
Co"hno}- pvss .. -.b 0 1:Je-

it a lack of material resources. 

No nation has been more bountifully blessed with natural wealth and 

~ geographic advantages. If there is anything wrong with l\Kerica, it 

must be some interior condition, a moral or spiritual malaise. 

1. THE PROGRESSIVE DECAY OF AN ETHICS OF RIGHTS 

We are a nation whose political philosophy has always 

defined the human condition in terms of rights. WE spaPk and 

think of human rights, constitutional rights, international rights, ·---
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racial rights and what have you •••••• The clamor for rights which 

we consider our due and inalienable, has been a sort of intellectual 

t h~s a ~ rious timW 
major sector of our society /Pressed forward in #lii~tftii M tiV 

Jl'i'il&~ its battle for social progress. 

J 

What happens to a so~tety in which everyone thinks of what he 

is entitled to)and not II what he owes? The result is a 

progressive self-centeredness, a society in which industry wants 

more business and less competition, more profit for less value; 

where labor wants more pay for less work; where citizens want more 

benefits for less taxes; where youth wants more freedom with 

~" ~ i"'-~ ,""4~ l,f?fyJ ~i;l_ 
less accountability CfJlltr racial minorities se sh. me£Q wq.lf.sl · r J • tla 

1~~,(lw,.~1~ h-k.?kv;,.,;°13 . 
J wcs:t• , . ii s • A striking example of the latter i~ £Z_ 

.-...,,,J i{ /;/..ck:-,) ~ • //-b/ • ck... it-f ;,; ;,;;t;,,...;;,...._. ~ // ":, 
.Btt!:tede ef Neg£'l9<miii:Eants Qeeaa Hill Breuu. ti:i 6~¼\eol 

"'41. <,jl1-':.tr 1):, e th,.,c:,,,(..1= !k..- ~ ~- le<J,R cl , ~ c, ~ s 1" v;;,.,,.,,..__, 
.--~ ~ (?~c;_. ~ ,,fi---6.i.e-- • ~ ;;Sc/ -Row can black t:opte expect fair t:reat:mea-•elves 

_and at the same time subject white and Jewish teachers t:e racial 

. diseFimiRat:iea aed ant;isemitie intimids°"™9 Black racism has 

no finer odor than white racism. 
? 
~ 

In the present climate of our social and moral philosophy 

everyone's concern is first and foremost with what is corning to him 
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and, once you concentrate on that, you can never again feel that 

yojare getting enough. The appetite for human rights 
__.. ~ . f- ~-6 ~ 5 ~~~'\,-; I~ {j;fitfi3~,f-1<fJa~ 

is healthy, but#£: ?W!_m:,•6i @t\:Z&.%i:ssed • 5ecwes insatiable,_ 

.;[tf.luc.111~;5of discontent and social friction. 

/)no-/~~5-~ 
I believe, the @q.pe;s§, It is the curse of our age and, 

of our Sick Society that we have disturbed the ethical balance, 

putting a heavy thumb on the scale that says "privilege" and 

leaving the scale marked 11 duty" up in the air. 

Our young people have become altogether too much demand 

conscious. ~~E!!!!!!Blk.,r-.:~a◄e~l~eegga:a~t1on of SDS (Students for a Democratic 

of DR. Cordier, acting Fresiaent 

ie£ 1 s 

We note ·is, tbi, · 1ElBllt a trend, long in the making, which 

encourages ..a£youth to present life with all kinds of demands 

before they even think of their duties. 

Dr. Abram Sachar of Brandeis University tells of the young 

applicant for a teaching job, fresh out of school, barely 22, 

whose first question about the job was: "What are the retirement 

benefits ?11 
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A generation has grown up)nurtured by the notion that 
#' 

life is a grab-bag that- ~ f:l, -~ {+.s!) /W(}rt Je,a.,d,i, • 

/} ~ -.s /p~t'{.s~ ~ e).--

J ~ problem which many consider 

flRe more disastrous than Vietnam or the racial conflict ---

the problem of family instability. Last year, some 500,000 

couples in the u.s. were divorced, mo~ than 1 out of 4 marriages. 

clt1 , ...... /7-t.. /~5 f- S"e rerd-l ct'e t~ ~ 

~,{-,- ~ 

of divorce has risen 180$1 i 

asonScould be cited why1the rate 

"'.5 f.t. ff- d s 77:Lpopi-t ltY f:o '1... 

1:hw tast ;;i:;i , cazs, n, , 1 J lg , 

I attach much weight to a basic attitudes of 

~ ~d-
obligation,tos 1 f x gratifica · 

_} 

The stress is on benefits, not the requisite duties. 

r----==-=~•fliii iitiJ~4i~}!~~{t7 !J!ll-=:::~j:;,~~t-l•~~--i:-=,-h-e_m_o_d_e_rn __ c_o_up_l_e_S_u_r_e~1;J_ · 

/Y) 0 

. /\bur 

patience in ing tlie.,.., 

pleasure for the welfare and honor of the whole family. 

/k. "Y\,tor; 'f-{ !J,..e.,, 1: \co: 211 ]fr;: _ 

i- aaYe seeft a good many marriages on the rocks/\ .fl: e.e,~ c sf thin, 

~ 
one or both partners WllillliWil~frustrated egotists who could not XEEIQQX 

give what it takes --- and the marriage of ~AKE-WlTHOUT"GlVE 

cannot last. 
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The same applies to society as a whole: A society of 

TAKE WITHOUT GIVE can not last. 

Shortly before his untimely death, Robert F. Kennedy 

wrote :za a piece on the subject of THESICK. SOCIETY. It 

was published as an editorial in the New York Times. (Feb. 10,1968) 

Its title was a line from Butler Yeats's poem: 

THINGS FALL APART; THE CENTRE CANNOT HOLD •••••• 

--- a~series o 

1 

,.....¼1..t,111 e r~fi-,,.,f 
After Iii 1 "1 ~€he drift to violence, 

the alienaftion 

self-confidence, 

the general discontent, 

of our youth and ~@_61iilif.A1"'erica•s d ed :ue__ 

even self-respect, the Senato, ±~ ,'::/ <'C..'1-,__/ 

the main problem. So, he ended his 

analysis with these words: 

11We search for answers to specific problems; but more 

than this, we seek to recapture our country. We have 

not yet discovered how to do it." 
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'F±1% rn i-b.t ta e k 12111tlaa:; as Ee res1 I" ture 11 '''udea Then 

he quoted Yeats's poem to suggest the kind of loss the nation has 

suffered: 

Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold; 

Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world, 

••••••••••••••••••• 

The best lack all conviction, while the worst 

Are full of passionate intensity. 

Now, what is this binding element, central to sooiety, wha.ch. has been 

lost so that 11 things fall apart and the centre cannot hold 11 ? 

It is, I firmly believe, an 

strong when the nation was founded, 

::ttl It Jt,, is still alive, indeed fundamental in Judaism. 

the founding fathers o this aation set forth in the Declaration 

LI.YERTY AND 

on the deeper 

because 

'll4t(/f moral demands whi 

all 

A century after the~ REvolution, ~ Matthew Arnold, 

~who wa:s a popular leetw::-er ip Ame;i;ica hi the e1ghtefm-e1.ghties ( 1883-♦ &6) 

:=::::s:i::n:t-defined God as the Source of all moral demands: 
__, 
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IS 
11 th power, not ourselves, that makes for righteousness." 

~_:}st, Jitt1e by 1ittle~ consciousness of a moral authority, other 

~~s tire~ 
than ourselves, -. disintegrated.What we are left with in America "'P--7"~ 

an appeal to sacred rights but no more to sacred <luties. 
) 

is 

NOW, FRIENDS, I • SUBMIT TO YOU Tl--IA1:~S IS PRECISELY 

CRISIS OF HORAJ;E IN :AJIEM-e\ i'Oa\Y.-1 

----Our 

'flIE 

Society cannot be f!flilJ glued together without the spiritual 

cement of a doctrine of 50 1 duty and obligation. 

"Things fall apart:; the centre cannot hold 11 

The strength of Judaism is that its primary target 

has always been man's natural self-centeredness./ T~ Bible begins 

with the story of Adam trying to be a law unto himself, trying to 

escape the restrictions which a Power, not ourselves, imposes upon 

human existence) England's Chief R~bbi, Immanuel Jakobovits, is a ot.tc.e__ 

<recent a~6ieJ~rightly pointJout that the Jewish discipline speaks of human 

duties, not rights, of obligations, not entitlements. 

Our Dec6logue is not a Bill of rights, but a Code of obligations. 

In our moral vocabulary the key-word is MITZVAH which means commandment. 



-n;-JetJ.~L~~-~ 1 
example, in~ ay Stem ef 9baFi~ our stress is not on the take, 

but on the give; we do not tell the poor that they are entitled to 

l~ 0%'-_~r;v,eo-_s 
support, but rather we remind the~ that it is his duty to 

share. 11Thou shalt surely open thy hand unto thy poor and needy brother," 

says the Bible. It does not say that the poor shall open his hand and grab. 

The Jewish family, famous for its strength, to cite another 

e~ample, never regarded itself as a covenant of rights and privileges, 

but ~~~her as a relationship of unconditional, ~sl!ll:l: .. ~d dufy between 

husband and wife and children. What each owes to the other cannot be 

cancelled even if a family member happens to be unworthy. 
-~f-na..t.. ~.·p .v--1-. ~ 

Take th~ s a t i L) i absolute t½, J tarzard ~ 1naetbcr 

out of the faraily relationship, and it becomes a family in name only. 

A statement of duties, moral imperatives, commands, makes 

sense only if you include the Source of the command. ~i] J erJ ! 11 any 

rav.gui,1eat: foF a :h.tj is 1:he e:xist:eeee of some order or Power ttrat make~ 

.-&daeaa.aiac;~~e~~i.~i;acc,,,,....:(~n -------- i::ir•aaii911!!!'SS A frame-work of 

g r-eo/k,'Y<d-LJn....i::::::----
religious faithAwhich relates the individual to the authority that 

imposes obligations upon us. Now, the assumption that a Will or 

authority other than our own plays a role in our life is not childish 

Cy- ..Si,,.,f@'rSf fu;l,t.5 fe~ r

imagina tio~ut the essential fact of life. Says Pirke Abot (4.29): 

Without thy consent wast thou created, and born into 

the world without thy choice; thou art now living without 

thy volition and wilt have to die without thy approval. 
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Man knows that he is, so to speak, ordered into this life. 

--ii."" yk ~ 
This is the very core of..: consciousness and it accounts for our 

underlying sense of dependence and a knowledge deep inside our bones 

oihev- -fhc}i.._ou1-5eJ1re0 
that we are answerable to powers •-e,, Judaism is an elaboration of 

this consciousness, a detailed spelling out of its implications for the 

conduct of life. 

~ America's 

*** 

drift to social chaos can be arrested only if 

we shift emphasis from the pursuit of personal benefit to 1aa r-e..s!' 0 ~s.t,:5 
~cL 

-j2.EPfczmaaee of duty. 

Society is composed of and shaped by individuals. 

God assured Abraham th least 

10 and 

every American the chaos now threatening us 

if about their community. 

imagine the moral 

this community of ours would experience 
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all this room tonight for more ways to 

You have a right to safety in the streets, but what about your -
civic duty? What have you done, what are you willing to do to 

stamp out the problems which turn cities into jungles? 

Have you ever lifted a finger to get youth off the street? 

Would you work as a volunteer in a scout-troop? 

Would ,.u tutor slum kids on the verge of becoming drop-outs? 

Have you eve~ =fa;;;-;;; lncrease,4--;ublic revreational 

facilities in the community? 

You are shocked at the soaring crime rate and want protection. 

But, is it not also your duty as a citizen to do something about 

our dismal penal system which is turning law-breakers into hardened 

1/ 
a:-i.minals, a-ml :zl1a1 1 f ilii l a~tlltatic I C V em t:he:~ dees AOt 

11 i? 
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blic education, but you 

' 
What have you ever done 

ow many times have public school b 
r""'---~.:.:.:.:~::.:.::.~~.µ.Abov 11 we have the duty to hel ect the best q · ied.-... 

esidency. We must hear a read everything t candidates 
saYJ ng a determine who is the mosv-~-•• sincere, thrieht and· 
coura us leader. We must giv ur most critical a ention to every'· 
sol ion the candidates are proposing for tne nati n's problem\and note w 

ch case where the candidate failstl « sp~l out his policy, offering us 
rhetoric and slogans instead. - -=-- - · n1e story is ora of a man sleeping in a burning house. 

His anxious neighbors rushed to his bedside and tried unsuccessfully to 

move the bed through the door. They tried to lif--c him, bed and all, through 

a window, but failed. Finally, one of them stopped all this futile, 

frantic activity with an idea. He said: 

11 LET US WAKE HIM UP . HE WILL THEN FIND HIS OWN WAY TO SAFETY." 

It is impossible for the synagogue to bestow salvation upon the 

country or our own city. All we can do is to wake up the people 

from apathy, from complacency, from the sleep of ignorance of the 

torribte s11g~ into which America has F,J ~ 
/)tOW 

drifting toward 
--~ I\ 

chaos. More important than selling Allterica this or that 

specific program of action1is to awaken in each of us a sharper sense 

of our moral responsivility. We must quit the TAKE-WITHOUT-GIVE 

attitude. A morally awake people will find the way, 
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THE BOOK oF LIFE L v-ev ,-s.t J /'1 lo") 
• 

The Vocabulary of the High Holy Days includes a phrase 

which we use again and again: ;>·1n~ ,ao THE BOOK OF LIFE. 

The customary New Year's greeting rrJ)-:J0, i';..~1 G ':_!J~.r-

"May you be inscribed for a good year"----- is an obvious 

reference to the Book of Life. 

Rabbi Yehudah Hanassi, the editor of the Mishnah reminds us 

Jl'i'.1\Jj JdO;> re_,--y tJ f (Abot 2 ) LL THY DEEDS ARE RECCRDED 

IN A BOOK. 

WHAT SORT OF BOOK IS IT? 

Another Yehudah, Yehudah he-chassid of the 12th century) 

points out that God really is in no need of a book of record. 

The book of life is a symbolic expression. 

Think for a moment about this phrase "Book of Life"••• 

what does it suggest 1 

I see a bundle of time, sown together in a certain continuity 

and placed between .40 hard covers, the front cover marked 

with our name at birth and the back-cover attached to it at the 

very moment of our death. And what are the pages inside? 

Life's pages are fragments of time. 
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They say Time is money. This is putting a very low valhe..... 

on time. Money can be replaced ----time is irreplaceable. 

Although we use phrases like ~g time, spending or wasting 

time, as though time were a thing or co:mmodity to be used, 

~11 
actually time differs from other objects on earth:~ 

l8f time cannot be produced. 

TIME IS, as Benjamin Franklin once said, 

THE STUFF THAT LIFE IS MADE OF. 

We show our regard for an extremely valuable object by 

keeping it guarded in a safe place. 

How do we show respect for time? 

The answer is: by prompt action. 

Small children)who have all the time in the worldiand are 

not conscious of its value are notoriously wasteful of time 

by dilly-dallying. Childish grown-ups likewise indulge in the 

waste we call procrastination. 

Napoleon once explained his astonishing victory over the 

numerically superior armies of Austria: 

"The reason why I beat the Austrians is that they 
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did notappreciate the value of 5 minutes." 

In the column of life's losses there are many might-have-beens 

lost irretrievat)4y because of delay. Sometimes, the hestitation 

of a single moment can make us miss the chance of a life-time. 

On the other hand, life's signal victories hinge very often on 

the superior will-power, perception and character that come 

into play when you make a prompt decision. 

Many excuse their procrastination with a reference to time: 

time is not ripe" --they say. 

The time is always ripe It is we who are not ripe or ready, 

and upon ourselves falls the blame and surely the responsiblity 

to get ready. 

Look at the tragic price the nation is now paying for having 

temporized so long on the question of racial equality. Hesitant 

and morally weak leaders and complacent citizens argued that time 

1 t /Jtl~_:J--b.R- fo o f ~ ·k
was not ripe for much needed reform. Now, 1txmaxki6oc::1WRXmHltXEUi 

as , > ,14 tke.- ~dk.;"'-f 
K11P~7l!ti!ic!IRW a civil war ~;"QQ,"..t~IC. CJ• 
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The truest statement you can make about time is that it 

is always running out, ---- and it leaves behind a whole 

bundle of regrets. Everybody has them, though not all of 

us have the same courage toface their regrets, above all the 

regret of time misspent. 

Samuel Johnson said: 

11 1t is a most mortifying reflection for a man to consider 

what he~ done compared with what he might have done. 11 

Every person really has two biographies: the biography of 

the things he did and then the q@IDY unknown biography of 

his unfulfilled dreams, still-born intentions and resolutions 

never carried through. 

Someone defined HELL as a truth which is seen too late. 

Yorn Kippur can be our salvation from this kind of hell 

if it takes us by the neck and makes us look into the mirror of 

inner reflection so that we may recognize the truth about ourselves. 

There may still be time to repair and mend our ways. 



--5--

I once saw a painting entitled, "Fishermen repairing their nets." 

The fisherman's net that brings in a big catch is bound to suffer 

a tear here and there. Scbmilarly, every time we score a success 

in life, we shall usually find upon closer examination that we 

have suffered some moral and spiritual damage. The busy 

executive, doctor, layyer, accountant or what have youjsoon enough 

finds that the net of his integrity has been cut by all sorts 

entangling 
of temptations and/situations. Each of us tends to become 

a tiny bit more careless and slipshod. in our daily contact with 

cynics, with vulgar and corrupt people, our idealism is being 

chipped a'iay. It is almost inevitable. 

All the more we must take time out for "repairs," -- for sitting 

still and patiently mending our minds, our attitudes, our damaged 

relationships. 

IN RELIGION, THE WORD "REPAIR" IS PRONOUNCED REPENTANCE. 

When our religion stllnulates us to reconsider, to clean 

house, to repair moral dru~age we may have suffered, is it not 

meeting one of the most vital needs? 

Only the opening and closing sentence of prayer is addressed to 

God, ----the greater part in between is usually an expression of 



--6--

concern over the content of our lives. 

Every Sabbath is, you might say, a way of taking time out to 

repair our nets, and though not all .Jews avail themselves 

regularly of that opportunity, the outpouring of our people during 

these High Holy Days in order to purge themselves through 

repentance is surely a sign of spiritual sensitivity not 

surpassed by any other people. 

This hour of m~prial expands the possibility of moral 

repair by prompting us to review our relationship with the 

departed. As we remember them, we find that there are some 

changes in our opinions and feelings about them. In retrospect, 

we may Ul.~derstand and appreciate them better. The dead no 

longer change, but we, the living,do. As we grow and mature 

we come to see all our relationships in a different light. 

There is such a thing as postht.nnous reconciliation. 

So, let this be an hour of healing and peace as we move 

forward with decisions that leave no shame, 

repair the wear and tear of our moral life, 

and seek conciliation with the living and those who live in 

our memory. 



~ o t0 k ~ L : 
',,,!,€'' 

<o l"~M""" / ~ "ti. a>-s.·JR,.._ w:ft.. r-
.SoOk : Book of Life ;J J'/l,) ) 4i 0 

Psala 69 • 29 sp aks of a book of the living 

ana the author of the Mishnah --- Rabbi Judah Hanassi 

in the 2nd chapt. of the Pirke Avot reminds us that 

•~J)J J )~Oc> r~-(µ j .:> 

"and all thy deeds are recorded in a book." 
WHAT SOttT OE' BOOK IS IT ? 

W_. .... Klll~ f!rz!tt!!'tri~l!Jl:y 

Raobi Yehudah he-chassid of the 12th century points out 

that God really is in no need of a book of records. 

\\ The bo0k of life 'is a symbolic expression. 

Think for a moment about this phrase "Book of 11fe" 

-------=w~hat does it sug0 est? 

- 1 see a buadle of time, sown together in a certain con tinuity, 

,,,...J 
~~<.,,( ~vM~ 

and placed betwe•n the hardAcovers,•diinan• represented by the people 

the communi/tY which gives to each individual book of life 

a certain title and identity. 

-fh'ey- s~y :-Bon t j udg book by its cover • 

..What counts are the pages inside.- mi.d tis the ma terial 

of which the pages in the book of life are made? 

Life's pages are fragements of tiae. 

----~-. ***** 
They S'lY TIM:t. IS !I ONi::Y. This is putting a very low ~e on tiae. 

Money can be replaced --but time is irreplace&ble • 

.a1 though we use phrases like usi~g time, ~:pend~ng or wasting .. 

time, which treat of time as if it were a thing or a commodity, 

' actually time differs from all other things on earth , :i:-a so far 

a.s-time cannot b produced. 

is1as Benjamin Franklin once.said: 
TH~ STUFF THAT LIFE IS MADE OF. - =....,__-== 
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We show our regard for an extremely valuable object by w ~ fr~·y ,-/, 
...k.e.epJ.ng and guarding it in a safe place --- 0 

w ~fcl-, 
how do we ~ how respect fo~ time? 

The answer is prompt-.acf 1oc,,.. • 

Small children who have all the time in the world and are not 

conscious of its value ---are notoriously dilly-dallying. 

Childish grown-ups likewise indulge in the waste we call ,.. 
procras tination. 

NapQ~eon once explained his astonishing victory over the 

num..,_rically superior armies of Austria this ay: 

"The reason I beat the Austrians is, they did not 

now the value of 5 minutes." 
'-------

/ superior Life's great victories hinge very often on ~ heAw1~~-power, 

character and jjijjj;.0 !ha_t come into play when you ma~ 

decision. 

great many people excuse their procrastina t ion with 

a refer ence to time: nThe time is not ripe" --they say. 

prompt 

This is a misleading phrase. The time is always ripe ---it is we 
who are 

~ 
not ripe or ready --and upon ourselves falls the blame 

onsiblity to get ready. 
:o.., 

Southern and northern bigots kept saying 

the time is not ripe for negroes to become equal citizens ••• 

We are now paying for t.he delay with racial strife of dangerous 

proportions. For a long, long time complacent people have been 

saying the time is not ripe for an eff ective world-government. 

Meanwhile we see the sickening spectacle of 7 7 ii {i__ 1l~w 

aliHBIIHHHHfillHWwilHMW.~•iiiiimiil~en.oi,htr
cycle of smalywars growing bigger and threatening human survival . 

•••- All of us must ask ourselves, are we missing ~~ ,,..ore.I 

t ...., , . t f . '~-~ . .s J --maybe the ~ s --ryoppor .. i.:ni y or · r11.u 

as we keep saying '' the time is not ripe?" 
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Thetruest statement you can make aboJtime is that ;t
is c.lways run. ing out. 

:nd it leaves behind a ~hole bundle of regrets. 

"It is a most mortifying reflection for a man to 

consider what he h~ done, compared with what he might have done. t' -
Every Pfffson r eally has 2 biograi.hi es -- thE'i. biogrc:..,r;., hy of the 

. . , 5e(r-<.t WtlklA.·Ue 
things he did---anc then, th~ lerge:ly 1mkno:,;m '61.ogra hv of the 

" ' ')K, ~ ko) I,,,{ k.. " ~ ., 

thtings~which deep down in his heart he would have liked to do. 

Someone defined HELL as truth which is seen too iate_ 

Fo~tunately, it is not always too late. 

here is time to repair e1r1d mend our 111Eys. 

~s sururri. er at an art exhibit in Cape Co!)r 0
~~w a painting 

entitled "Fishermen rel)airing thE:ir nets." '\ 

-1kil.sr ; .. J; b-av-2-, ..sc. ~ f & w ·t 4 t 031k iY Dh5 ,. 4t_$; (!>. e,Tery succe~s~i;ian~s _its price in) damag.&'. 5'('/n · 1~~$ . 
~The fisherman's net that brings in a big catch is bound to suffer 

a tear here ancl there. /.- The busy executive, doctor, lawyer, 

acco~ntant or wh~tever his occupation, Boon enoughf finds the 

net cf his integrity beinf, cut by all sorts of temptations and situ_

tions. irim Each or us tends to become a tiny bit more careless and 

slipshod. In our datly contact with cynics, with vulgar and corrupt 

people, our idealism is being chipped away. 

It is almost inevitable. 

Therefore we must tc:ke tine out for "repd.irs" --- for sitting sti:.1 

fma. pi:, tien tly Llending our minds, our attitudes, our relationships. 

**** 
iiaudaaxaxitrallillJX11imamlimnxw11:darilJSlllxmwiucm.xaXMimd11JOOe11L., 
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JVl,~-5...,__ 

Ineligion }the word "repair" is pronounced repentance. 

And when religion stimulates us to reconsider --- to clean house, 

to repair the Lural daru..ge we have suffere~is it not fi lliug 
the most vitEl need of ~en? 

ithLut be~ittling any other relgion, I may say with assurance 

that ours has always stressed the spiri-,.tual value of prayer --which 

essentially i~ the expression c f concern over the cont~nt of our 

lives. ............ 

I 
~ot all Jewa, we regr€t, avail themeelves rEgularly of the 

buath as an opoortunicy- to aend their nete :- ) 

Ie not prayer the expression of concern over the content of our 

lives ? Is not ev1c:.ry ~abLiath a way of taking time out to repair our 

aets and though not all Jews avail themselves reuglarly of 

that oprortunity --the outpouring of our people on ~osh Hashnah 

and Yom Kippur1um••ftmpsim in order to purge theaeelves by 

repentaJ1ce, is surely a sign of spiritual sensitivity not surpaabed 

by any other people. 




