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A THBOLOGICAL INTRODUCTION TO ROSH HASHONAH 

An Analysis of the Greeting, "May You Be Inscribed" 

Rabbi Joshua 0. Haberman 
September 18, 1970 

If you're busy addressing your Rosh Hashonha greetings at this time 

of the year, you are in good company. It is estimated that American Jews 

will be sending this year some 120 million greeting cards to each other 

and to friends and relatives around the world. Almost every one of these 

cards will contain three Hebrew words : 

The same Hebrew phrase will appear on countless calenders, brochures and 

newspaper messages within the next few days and weeks. What do these 

three words mean? 

A literal translation would say: "MAY YOU BE INSCRIBED FOR A GOOD 

YEAR." Inscribed, where? By whom? The reference is to the Book of Life 

in which, according to the ancient legend , every creature is recorded. 

The concept of a Book of Life is ancient indeed. It is Mosaic in origin 

or even earlier. In the Book of Exodus, in Chapter 32.32 , Moses uses 

the phrase as a common idiom which, apparently, everyone understood . He 

asks that God forgive Israel their sin with the golden calf and ends his 

prayer with a moving statement that he would not care to live if his 

people were rejected by God. He puts it in these words : "If Thou wilt 

not forgive their sin, blot me, I pray Thee , out of Thy Book which Thou 

hast written." 

There is a suggestion which we get out of the context , that the Book 

of Life represents God's decision as to who shall live and who shall die. 
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Psalm 69.29 adds a significant detail of information to the concept of the 

Book of Life. Referring to enemies and evil doers, the psalmist proposes 

to God that "they be blotted out of the book of the living and not be 

written with the righteous." This passage suggests that moral considerations 
div,11e-

weigh in th& judgment as to who shall live and who shall die. The prophet, ,. 
Malachi, in Chapter 3.16, cafirms the idea of "a book of remembrance" before 

God in which are recorded not only the decisions as to life or death, but 

also the words and the deeds of every righteous man which~ somehow 

figure in the final judgment. 

The author of the Mishna, Judaism's second most authoritative book, 

the great Rabbi Judah Hanasi, reminds us that 

"all thy deeds are recorded in a book." 

If there were any doubt as to whether or not Jews clung to a primitive 

myth or used language figuratively and poetically, another Judah, known as 

Judah the Pious of the XIIth Century, points out that God is really in no 

need of a book of records. THE BOOK OF LIFE, THEN, IS A SYMBOLIC EXPRESSION. 

Think, for a moment, about this phrase, "Book of Life"--what does it suggest 

to you? 

I see a bundle of time, sewn together in a certain continuity like the 

pages of a t book and placed between hard, protective covers. 

What ideas spring from this image? 

1. THEOLOGICAL DIMENSION# 

There is a theological dimension in which the concept of the Book 

of Life suggests at least two points. First, it says something about 

the worthwhileness of life, its spiritual significance. 

Life, in the biological sense, is self recording. Geologi~sts, 
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looking at the walls of the Grand Canyon and seeing the different layers of 

minerals, read it like a clock of geological evolution. Scientists can 

. . . V ;Jt t<Ok,,> { Ot'U-...,S ir_ /;/..e-
date fairly accurately the historical period of a11 L Ci ct ed u1 e~ by re/ cl{-;£\ 

1 
_ 

i,o t:u.. St. rr oi,v-::ef, l,f, qeo/OJJ:;i'c<}:f_ rr 
.ff · g their fossilized imprint -.=: ± ~ qg~_lpij ==ii _ 

formations. Anthropologists can reconstruct ~ l, & ifiEP the image of 

man's earliest ancestors on the basis of a few fragments of thUr skeletons. 

From such physical remains we have clues of the kind of world that existed 

millions of years ago. But what happened to the feelings and thoughts and 

personalities of those countless generations of human beings who preceded 

us? Has all the good or evil they did vanished with them? Is there no 

trace left of the spiritual life that was? The concept of "The Book of 

Life" is an emphatic delcaration that every life counts in its spiritual 

sense, that every deed, every word l eaves some mark on the pages of 

universal time. This notion is a powerful protest against the philosophy 

of futility that says "Vanity, all is Vanity!" Especially in this age of 

ours, an age of technological super- power which dwarfs the individual man, 

we crave reassurance that each life counts. We cannot accept the idea that 

the generations of man are just sawdust from the Tree of Life scattered on 

the ground. We cannot accept the notion that man is a mere digtt a number, 

a piece, a statistical item of no significance. 

On what basis do we protest against individual insignificance? On the 

basis of both reason as well as instinct. Judaism's view of history 

contradict.jl the cyclical theory of history which was current in anceint 

times and which corresponds to NX:ki:llm nature's cycles. Pagan mythology 



4 

reflects a tragic sense of Life based upon the ever repetitive cycle of 

birth, growth, decay and death. All is repetition and there is no 

evolution, no development, no goal, no purpose. The biblical understanding 

of history sees events as an accumulation of cause and effect, a line 

of evolution, a continuity corresponding to a higher plan. According to 

Judaism, the past is always prologue. Our ancester, Jacob, recognized 

within himself the cultural heritage of a non-Israelite civilization,, :(#, 

"A wandering Aramain was my father," said Jacob, referring to Israel's 

Mesopotamian background. Th. pa5+ t,J~.S 1uf /osf. It lived •k '1.s cok.S(,otAS.~. 

Not only reason and historical information, but our very instinct 

rebels against a notion of futility. In one of our~@• rJt;gOQi meditations 

before the Kaddish prayer we say "Thou hast placed man upon the earth, 

bestowed upon him a mind to seek truth, a heart to perceive love and beauty 

and Thou wilt not crush it all forever. Our life is more than a watch in 

the night, than yesterday when it is past.u (Union Prayer Book page 73-74) 

There is a second theological claim suggested by the image of the 
~ hJt "'heed IS fl.A(.fov l een•"~'t-- t:t.P/ f' t-

"Book of Life." 'Die &qj · t , J ?232 IJ El $iUti record..,_ ..,. · e , 

.a"5"i!q~1il:E!::Ci:~a:=~1i=~1•~r~•zw•malt serves as a book of review. All life is .,.. 

t · t · 0 · d. "There 1· s a Judgment and a Judge." open o 1nspec ion. ur sages sa1 : 

Not only is human life sufficiently worthwhile to make a dent, a permanent 

mark on the total record of life, but the moral quality of every individual• 

likewise makes a difference. The ethical value of every life, deed 

or word is part of the total accounting which is one of the great m~rtwxiwisx 

mysteries of the Divine Mind. 
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The feeling of being judged by a higher power, is related to the sense 

of total dependence which, according to the German philosopher ~chleiermacher, 

is the common core of all religion. We all have that creature -feeling which 

leads to the assumption that we stand before a Breator. 

Now, the different religions interpret this creature-feeling in 

characteristically different ways. In Islam, for example, man relates to 

his ijaker in total submission. Man's fate is decreed and there is no 

appeal or change possible. Writes Omar Kayyam: 

"THE MOVING Finger Writes; and, having writ, 

Moves on: Nor all your piety nor Wit 

Shall lure it back to cancel half a Line, 

II 
Nor all your Tears wash out a Word of it. 

In Judaism
1
God's judgment is not blind nor is it a decree of tyrranical 

co~jl~S.s,o~ 
fate, but the verdict of a wise judge. The decree is entered into the Book 

'l 
but may be reversed by the human response, by repentance, by creating new 

moral force which alters the entire ethical balance of the world. This 

leads us to the very heart of Rosh Hashonah. It is the opening day of the 

Court of Judgment, so to speak, at which man is reminded of his opportunity 

-1.Ae 
to affect the course of his own life, to obtain blessings instead of A curse 

by choosing that which is good and rejecting that which is evil. The ten 

-
days between Rosh Hashonah and Yom Kippur are the so-called period of grace, 

symbolic of man's responsibility and opportunity of altering his fate by 

changing the moral balance in the world. Accordingly, the legend says that 

the Book of Life is opened on Rosh Hashonah and God's sentence is entered 

into it but not until Yom Kippur is the sentence either confirmed or cancelled. 
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-,\,\ ;\ddd-,01- Ve\,~ 
There is a profound ethical ·1 ~ in the concept "The Book of Life." 

A 
It stands for the unity of all life. Every person's record is part of the 

same book. It recalls the phrase which we recite in our classic memorial 
/.JJrl~J ,./)/~ )l''J)-., )1')32 Ji)3_,. 

prayer known as the El Male Rachamim "May his soul be bound up in the 

bundle of eternal life." We are all one human family, sharing the same -
destiny. We come before God within the context of our people. Some of 

us are great and fill a whole page of achievements; others occupy only a 

few lines or a few letters in the continuity of Israel's story. But, all 

of us add someting of significance to the total record. The covers of this 

book are inscribed by the name of Israel. Each of us as an individual is 

bound with his fellow man and his life is part of the entire book of humanity. 

A sense of this togetherness is certainly at the bottom of the universal 

custo~ of sending greeting cards to one another with the wish to be inscribed 

in the book of life for a good year. It is an expression of our caring, of 

our recognition of a common human and Jewish destiny. It is one of the 

many bonds which weave the fabric of family unity and peoplehood holding 

all Jews together. 

This year, friends, I urge yoJowrite not only your Rosh Hashonah greetings 
'\ 

to friends and family as a gesture of good will and unity, but ~xsl:=t=:==:~ 

even more,--an act of faith that life counts, that every deed counts in the 

moral balance of a universe which preserves not only the total sum of 

physical energy but also the sum of spiritual and ethical power. 

None & ffltj: cling to this faith with more passion than our brothers 

in the Soviet Union who are convinced that right not might shall prevail, 

that tyranny will be broken and freedom restored to every man on earth. 

Immediately after services you will find a small table in the Kreeger Lobby 
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from which you are asked to take one or several reprints of a Russian­

Jewish New Years greeting card with the traditional Rosh Hashona message . 

Also please take one list of the remaining synagogues in the Soviet Union 

and kindly airmail as soon as possible your Rosh Hasbonah greeting card to 

any one of these synagogues. Do not embellish it with symbols or political 

slogans or references to Zionism which may possibly be censored by Russian 

postal authorities. Let us do this as an act of solidarity with a prayer 

that all mankind may be inscribed for a New Year of justice, freedom and 

peace. 

AMEN 





Covrei'JP__d t,__f,,4-.,.;;,<,;,- - Ou0 Q--) ,i.. k~ 
3. THL HOFE OF HtNEWAL 

GoQ not only a stern Jud5 e, but also a God of love. 

He does not want us to be destroyed. HE1 has shown us the way. 

In love, he gave us moral ~ower, i.e. the power to distinguish 

between right and. wrong, a gift of divine grace, call it spiritual 

sensitivity •••.•... He has also revealed to us through scriptures 

reliable standards, princi~les, aoral laws upo• which we aust laminate o ur 

conscience. 

Finally, God il'l. love, gives us tiae for correctio11, for aan 11ay­

change himself •.• 

The Divine sentence is postponea . Lege id says we are give• a 

10 day _period ol protabtion durine, which we are challent,ed to 

generate sufficient s.ew 11oral force thro1..tgh self-purification., 

coTILessioll, atonement so tha t we might cre~te a new moral situation, 

and merit a uifferen~ veruict before Goa. 

Yo• Kippur stresses tne thoght that none aus v despatt. 

We reaQ from Deut. passage in which M0 ses says; "Life and Death are before 

you, the blessing ana the curse are in your hands, ---:a.ow choose 

life. 

Man can change the entire case that has built up against hi, 

by chan~ing his attitude, his character 

~H0FAR raas horn --reminder of the ra• Abraha found caught in the 

thicket and then slaughtered by him as a s~crifice. 

2 ideas: (1) Ib significant moral regeneration possible 

without sacrifice 

Y0M KIPPUR FAST accentuates theae of sacrifice. 

To be a good person is of ten pairLful 

We must give up lust, envy, the enjoy ent of 

hatred, self-indulgence---many things dear to us, 

or congenial to our nature. 
The good an aust put a curb on many socalled 

11 lla tural II desires ••• 



(2) Shofar is not an iHstrument of musical entertai ent. 

Its sou.J.a is neither aelodious nor harmonious but 

shrill, aisturbing ano alaraing. 

was tne sirene souna 01 dange r in wilderness. 

A call to battle --- to act aga inst te~ptatioa 

to awa~e frow apathy. 



!fy dear fellovr Jewss 

We are entering the year 5716 as a people with ancient history 

yet yo thful and vigorous spirit. We have lived through the centuries 

undismayed, hopefully and confidently• because the aoo-umulated experi-enoe 

of our people has furnished proof for the truth of our Torah. 

The :t"eal source of inseourity and unhappiness in our world is 

disr gard of the moral law. Hatreds and suspicions poison human relations 

because God's will expresses 

itself in hisio security is - . . 

founded,as our Sages taught us long ago, upon the practice of truth, 

justice and peace. It is in our dedication to these ideals,. not in 

weapons however powerful, that we shall find refuge and salvation. 

· e may celebrate our High Holy Days with full confidence tl}at our 
~ 

message to the world is a true and compelling today as it has 

always been. 

Joshua o. He.berm.an 
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Selichot 1S70 

WrirlhE A.tIB YOU? 

l O lMr th vu.- I c.le--J , 1 , <L-:> 

One uf the gr1:=at leaders of the Hassidic movemeAt, Rab Li Shneur 

Zal..c.an, was incarcerated by the authorities of Czarist Russia 

on the basis of false charges. While the investiggtioA was proceeding, 

the venerable rabbi was held a prisoner in Petersbarg. One day, 

the co mana.ing officer of tne secu.rity forces, guardi11g the jail 

entered tne rabbi's cell. Impressed by the majestic, cal appearance 

of tht rabbi who was so deeply sUAk i~ meditation that he did not 

even ne,tice his visitor, the officer treated him with courtesy 

as oefits a person of quality. He engaged the rabbi in conversatio• 

on a vari,ety of topics aau then asked a few questions about the Bible. 

One question in particular had been puzzling the officer. 

We both believe that Goa is all-knowing, do•'t we, asked 

the officer. The rabbi nodded his head. 

Then, tell me, what was the point of God's questio• .._.. 

in the Garden or Ede• when Adam was hiding after he hd eaten. fro• 

the apple, and Gou said: WHBRE AhT THOU? Dmd aot God know? 

Raobi ::3hneur Zalaa.:a a swered. In that passage Scripture 

speaks not only to Adam but to everyaa.n.. God did :a.ot ask the 

question for his owR enlighten•• t ----He knew where Adaa was 

as He knows where we are. The question was put to Ada.a 

so tn~t he ight stop ana thi•k, where aa I, at what poiat i• 

life, what am I uoing with my life? 

Where are you in your life? So many years of your life 

have passed, and what have you. accomplished? 
You, i'or example,. have lived 46 years ---and where are you? 

When the orficer sensed that the rabbi had at a glance 

caught somethi1g of his past life, his l ack of serio~sness, 

his thou.ghtlessness a1~ iresponsibility, he was struck and 

611
eechless. Finally, he pullea. himself together, put his ha.Ad on the 

rabbi's snou~aer --- au tnen quickly walked out, his heart treabling. 

From tie to ti&e each of us encounters an event or experience 

t exafti· ne ourselves, to take stock of what 
which challenges us o -

1 . h d These are the socalled 
we are and of what we n~ve accomp is e. 

moments of truth----and in such moments we ususally discover 
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~ 
that the self has 3 dimesion.s~ 

I\ 

Ther e is the "I" which I ~' wi t11 all y capabilities and 
incapabilities 

Then, the "I" wb.ich I want to be, 

the "I" of y day-a.rea s 

Finally, there is the "I" which I ought to be, 

the good, decent, noble self which seeks to assert 

itself, the projectioa of ideals and values. 

To which of these 3 di~ensions of the self is this service aost 

re~evant? Not to the first and nut to the second. 

It does nut accept you as you are---- and it does not eater to your 

suppressed desires, to your fantasies and dreams. 

This service is relevant tot he third dime-~ioa of your 
{ 

personality, yourhigher self, the s elf which you ought to be. 

Selichot stresses the gap between the real and ideal "I" 

Between the li es of these prayers is the question, God's question: 
1-/c>w do "JP-- f:,I f; II~--- 'role ~.s s f.>"'-S-e. 

Man, where are you? d.-> f?PY~, ~J ch.Id, ~s la.-o/J,!.r..._~ 
~ - - 5 t>~ 'Ir- ""Ht-bt've "Joa...d->h.-tlv ht ~.,...._r: 

Are ycu turning that which you ~ into that which you sbould be ?'~ 

The.ce are in these prayers allusions to the ide&.l s tanlla.Eds of 

Jewish charact r for ~hich we shoulu strive, the idealself 

which we shouj_u try to actualize in these coaing days of 

re-eataaina. tio•, caAfessio:n a~1d rep tea tance. This service is a 

yre.iude --- a call tu take stock of oursej_ves, an openiag of 

a ::;piritual door. Let us paso through it and pre.:,>are for 

the confrontation we so often try to escape, from which we hide at 

every opportunity ---the coufrontation with our conscience, 

with the best in us, the confrontation in which the nan who listens, 

will hear the still small voice of God. A11.en. 



My dear friends: 

A CURE FOR THE SICK SOCIETY 

Rosh Hashonah Eve 
Wednesday Night 
September 30, 1970 

By Rabbi Joshua 0. Haberman 
Washington Hebrew Congregation 

We all share a great sense of relief that we may celebrate 

our New Year in a somewhat more relaxed mood than would have been 

possible a week ago. Last Wednesday, the peace of the world still 

hung in the balance. American naval units, with invasion forces in 

battle gear, were cruising off the East Mediterranean shore, with 

matching Soviet forces shadowing our ships. Four hundred Israeli 

tanks were reported massed on the Jordanian border. Once again the 

i .... :.r 
world had approached the brink; short of the point of no return. 

We may now say the "Shecheyanu": "Blessed art Thou O Lord Our 

God, King of the Universe, who has kept us alive and preserved us 

unto this day." May I add my deepest wish for all of you and your 

dear ones at your side and for those who may be in your hearts, that 

you may be granted a New Year of peace and fulfillment, of health 

and joy, and be inscribed in the Book of Life. 

The crisis of which I spoke has not ended. It only receded. 

None of the basic causes of conflict in the Middle East, none of the 

great issues between the super powers, has been removed. No one 

knows when and where the next explosion might occur. 

In this highly combustible world situation, everything that we 

hold dear and cherish depends upon the wisdom and firmness of the 

United States. A strong, prosperous and internally united America 
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Rosh Hashonah Eve, September 30, 1970 
A CURE FOR THE SICK SOCIETY 
Rabbi Joshua 0. Haberman 
Washington Hebrew Congregation 

Once again, my dear friends, we may say the "Shecheyanu" -- blessed art Thou, 0 Lord our God, 
King of the Universe, who hast kept us alive, sustained us and preserved us unto this day. 
May I add my deepest wish for all of you and your dear ones who a.re at your side, and for 
those who may be in your hearts, that you be granted a New Year of peace and fulfillment, 
of health and joy,-- and be inscribed in the book of life. 

We all share a sense of relief that we may celebrate our New Year in a somewhat more relaxed 
mood than would have been possible a week ago. Last Wednesday, the peace of the world 
still hung in the balance. American naval units, with invasion forces in battle gear, 
were crusing off the East Mediterranean shore with matching Soviet forces shadowing our ships. 
Fonr hundred Israeli tanks were reported massed on the Jordanian border. The world had ap­
proached the awful brink just short of the point of no return. 

Then crune the death of Col. Nasser. The man who took up arms against our people three times 
in succession and repeatedly vowed the total destruction of Israel, our people's most deter­
mined enemy since Adolf Hitler, will be buried tomorrow, on Rosh Hashonah. But Israel still 
lives. Once more we have outlived those who sought our blood. 

Unfortunately, the crisis has not ended. It only receded. None of the basic causes of con­
flict, none of the great issues between the super powers, hnve been removed. One thing is 
certain, at least, in my opini>n: the decisive action in this crisis will not be ta.ken along 
the Suez Canal, but at the Potomac. Everything depends upon the wisdom and firmness of the 
United States ••• A strong, prosperous and internally united America . 
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f) IA, c.t.1~ My dear friends: 

We all share a great sense of relief that we may celebrate 

our New Year in a somewhat more relaxed mood than would have been 

possible a week ago. Last Wednesday, the peace of the world still 

hung in the balance. American naval units, with invasion forces in 

battle gear, were cruising off the East Mediterranean shore, with 

matching Soviet forces shadowing our ships. Four hundred Israeli 

tanks were reported massed on the Jordanian border. ~e ~ '1he 
~ ~h:, r---

had approached the .brink, ,) short of the point of no return. world 

'·1uz !Ji f 
~~ p 1 

e may say the "Shecheyanu": "Blessed art Thou O Lord Our 
~ .... ; +-0 

~d ing of the Universe, who has kept us 
'vo~d. 

$"i, sh,_,..,..._ e c:J. u-, 
alive and preserved us 

/\ 
c{ f {iii;~~~ . s day. 11 May I add my deepest w:ish 
~I,-,-, ,,I...,..,.,, .... ~~·~~..v ~..f; ·s 1w;~f ~-wcf ~.f ...... q f✓f.l-t.i..__ 
· sat your side and for those who may be in your hearts, that 

for all of you and your 

s .,// ~ 
ou may be granted a New Year of peace and fulfillment, of health 

~ (<P d inscribed in the Book of Life. ~ -ts 
OL-..ct... 

I spi ,k e; has not ended. It only receded. 

e wt (.tv-ed._ ~ 1,.~ 
SJ~w{Q~bl,od_ ,one of the basic causes of conflict in the Middle East, none of the 

~ reat issues between the super powers, has been remov~~- Ne enc 

C kt. flt.. • s cei.:h ·h- .vf (R/4 > knows uao:a s.nia wa-e"F-e tbe next o3r.-plo:311ofi migh1 ccar. ~ ' ; ; 
,i. c .~ :'"TT-e- cJ,u,.~s.-~ ~11. ~s CA,,,tSr5 tv,// <~t-he. hk.... '.).~/u__S~ t-a,.,,,, ~ kf:;;r-

·/:J:'p{;11,,ia c,. • <j.ii: tbis bigbJ~, corobustibJe worJd situati~n) (verything -tsa;t; ue 

-=-±ro iedear Htid chCiish >-depends upon the wisdom and firmness of the 

United States. A strong, prosperous and internally united America 
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Once again, my dear friends, 

fe5H fl1-1s11 . ~ 
I~ 10 

we may say the 0 Shehecheyanu" Blessed art Thou, O Lord, 

Our God, King of the Universe, who hast kept us alive, sustained us, 

and brought us unto this day. Hay I add my deepest wish for all 

of you and your dear ones at your side or in your heart, that you may 

be granted a New Year of peace and fulfillment, of health and joy, 

and be inscribed in the Book of Life . 

We all share a great sense of relief that we may celebrate 

our New Year in a smmewhat more relaxed mood than would have been 

possible a week ago. Last ';vednesday, the peace of the world still 

hung in the balance . AMerican naval unites , with invasion forces in 

battle gear, were crusing off the East hediterranean shore, with matching 

Soviet forces shadowing our ships . Four hundred Israeli tanks were 

reported massed on the Jordanian border . The world had again approached 

the aweful brink. No sooner had the Jordanian ceasefire been signed, 

when, 2 days ago, Col rfasser died . The man who took up arms against 

our people 3 times and repeatedly vowed the total destruction of Israel, 

will be buried on Rosh Hashanah tomorrow. Unfortunately, the 

a:isis has not ended. It only recelied. None of the basic causes of 

the conflict has been removed . There is much speculation as to who 

will follow the Egyp tian leader. I do not think. that this will matter 

too much one way or the other . The decisive ACTION in this crisis 
')leer-f1,.t,R,;~/}), (e., p;\.., ~ 

will not be takenAa~- the Suez canal but at the Potomac . 

Everything depends upon the wisdom and firmness of the USA . 

A strong, prosperous and internally united America 
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would be our best guarantee of suryiyal, even of the sury.iYal of our 

people in rsrael. As Mosne Uayan saia, when fie yielaed to American 

pressure on behalf of Secretary Rogers' peace initiative, "We can face 

confrontation with our enemies, but not the loss of our ally. 0 --the 

preservation of Israel, not to mention the survival of the American 

Jew, is closely linked to the future of the United States. 

How dependable, how strong, how stable is our country? Con­

fidence in the future of our nation has been seriously drawn into 

question. 

I do not know who coined the phrase, "The Sick Society," --

was it Senator Fulbright or one of those bright young intellectuals who 

clustered around Robert F. Kennedy? Whoever first applied these words 

to America, registered for us a radical change in the mood of the nation. 

~ is a general feelin that the 

are 

We have all sorts of problems, but none can be solved by itself. 

arge and pers ~tent pockets of poverty, racial tension, 

extremism, urban decay, alienated youth, rising crime1tawdrug addiction 

. g· j some festering disease tti;t#i f ·n=:el~ D-=hs t f A, e, i e:a---wh-:i* 
poison into all organs of our body politic. H~--t:..,.,e-~ /i,,,i ~ lnf .. 

~ -1w.A.-(_ ~~ 110w·, ,.,,_,_...,_ -~ 1-:-
. . F-. - I shall 

To begin with , we may say , a:wo§IEii~:b~ltt !!IJ::l:!lS:t:::ff:e:fla!i!5!i~i:~:i!1~e~&~i~!l!i;• iti,rtf;;iillftiift- that 

whatever ails America, it cannot possibly be I lack of material resources. 

No nation has been more bountifully blessed with natural wealth and 
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geographic advantages. If there is anything wrong with America, it 

must be some interior conditon, a moral or spiritual malaise. 

1. THE PROGRESSIVE DECAY OF AN ETHICS OF RIGHTS 

We are a nation whose political philosophy has always defined 

the human condition IN TERMS OF RIGHTS. We speak and think of human rights, 

constitutional rights, international rights, racial r~ghts and what 

have you ...• The clamor for rights which we consider our due and 

inalienable has been a sort of intellectual artillery fire with which 

every major sector of our society has at various times pressed forward 

in its battle for social progress. 

What happens to a society in which everyone thinks of what he 

is entitled to, and not what he owes? The result is a progressive self­

centeredness, a society in which industry wants more bu.$:&ness and less 

competition, more profit for less value; where labor wants more pay for 

less' work; where citizens want more benefits for less taxes; where 

youth wants more freedom with less accountability and even racial 

minorities indulge in the very bigotry which they rightly condemn in 
Si,..c/,,._ d-S ft..e._ ~a--d._ 

the majoritJ I ffii71GotPxmpJ cQtf~d~Jf?Ff t§tO~ j per? of black 

militants for all-black institutions m@§iiiihi@P£ especially in educa­

tion1or privileged racial quotas in various sectors of economic and 

public life. 

In the present climate of our social and moral philosophy, 

everyone's concern is first and foremost with what is coming to him 
'°). 

and, once you concentrate on that, you can never again feel that you ,. 

• 
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are getting enough. The appetite for human rights is healthy, but 

special privilege 

and· social friction. 

stokes the fires of discontent 

IT IS THE CURSE OF OUR AGE AND , I BELIEVE, THE MALAISE OF OUR 

SICK SOCIETY that we have disturbed the ethical balance, putting a 

heavy thumb on the scale that says "privilege" and leaving the scale 

marked "duty" up in the air. 

Our young people have become altogether too much demand conscious. 

From Columbia University to Berkeley, delegations of radical students 

have presented their so-called non-negotiable demands. Without 

exception, the items on the list are new freedoms, new privileges, 

and new cancellations of requirements. ~den'6-S-we.U:l:d--:l:i--ke- w--b€ 

_.,.....P€lie; ea ei' attend:arice 1 equh emenLs, of e:x:wnina.tion~rades, of 

- d:01mibo1:, 1 ulea We have yet to hear of a single student group anywhere 

offering to accept new educational tasks and responsibilities. 

We note a trend, long in the making, which encourages youth to 

present life with all kinds of demands before they even think of their 

duties. 

Dr. Abram Sachar of Brandeis University tells of the young 

applicant for a teaching job, fresh out of school, barely 22, whose 

first question about the job was: "What are the retirement benefits?" 

A generation has grown up, nurtured by the notion that, life is 

a grab bag, that benefits come first, work second. 

" 



-5-

This leads us to a problem which many consider more disastrous 

than Vietnam or the racial conflict -- the problem of family instability. 

Last year, some 500,000 couples in the U.S. were divorced -- more than 

one out of four marriages. Many reasons could be cited why in the last 

several decades the rate of divorce has risen 8 times as fast as the 

population. I attach much weight to a basic shift of accent in marriage 

from attitudes of _Partnership- obligation to self centered gratification. 

The stress is on benefits, not the requisite duties. 

In most of the marriages on the rocks, one or both partners are 

frustrated egotists who could not give what it takes 

TAKE-WITHOUT-GIVE cannot last. 

and the marriage of 

The same applies to society as a whole: A society of TAKE WITHOUT 

GIVE cannot last. 

Shortly before his untimely death, Robert F. Kennedy wrote a piece 

on the subject of THE SICK SOCIETY. It was published as an editorial in 

the NEW YORK TIMES (Feb. 10, 1968). Its title was a line from Butler Yeats' 

poem: 

THINGS FALL APART; THE CENTRE CANNOT HOLD ..... . 

After enumerating the drift to violence, the general discontent, the 

alienation of our youth and America's decline in self-confidence, even 

self respect, the Senator confessed his own uncertainty as to which of 

these was the main problem. So he ended his analysis with these words: 

"We search for answers to specific problems; but more than 

this, we seek to recapture our country. We have~·not yet 

discovered how to do it," n 
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Then he quoted Yeats' poem to suggest the kind of loss the nation has 

suffered: 

"Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold; 

Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world, 

The best lack all conviction, while the worst 

Are full of passionete intensity. _ _ _ 
___2. I H--r_s t,,,/11-JOv-1' G!.FSP,,,N:51 f:,/L-/Ttc'5 

Now, what is to society, which has been 

lost so that "things fall apart and the centre cannot hold?" It is, I 

firmly believe, an element of faith which was still very strong when 

the nation was founded, which has been eroded in America but is still 

alive, indeed fundamental in Judai sm. 

Matthew Arnold defined God as the Source of all moral demands: 

'God, ,: he said, · is "the power, not ourselves, that makes for righteousness." --
In many quarters today consciousness of a moral authority, other 

than ourselves, has disintegrated. What we are left with in America these 

days is an appeal to sacred rights, but no more to sacred duties. NOW, 

FRIENDS, I SUBMIT TO YOU THAT OUR SOCIETY CANNOT BE GLUED TOGETHER WITHOUT 

THE SPIRITUAL CEMENT OF A DOCTRINE OF DUTY AND OBLIGATION. 

"Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold." 

ofil$5i:ff5:~ Judaism~ili • I t i s primary target has · always 

been man's natural self-centeredness. England's Chief Rabbi, ~anuel 

Jakobovits, rightly pointed out that the Jewish discipline speaks of human 

duties, not rights/ of obligations, not entitlements. 

" Our Decalogue is not a Bill of Rights, but a Code of Obligations. 

In our ~oral vocabulary the key word is MITZVAH which means commandment. -
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For example, in the Jewish welfare system, our stress is not on the take 

but on the give; we do not tell the poor that they are entitled to support, 

but rather we remind the man of means that it is his duty to share. "Thou 

shalt surely open thy hand unto thy poor and needy brother," says the Bible. 

It does not say that the poor shall open his hand and grab. 

The Jewish family, famous for its strength, to cite another example, 

never regarded itself as a covenant of rights and privileges, but rather as 

a relationship of unconditional duty between husband and wife and children. 

What each owes to the other cannot be cancelled even if a family member 

happens to be unworthy. Take this absolute mutual obligation out of the 

~ ~ r;;m~ Z, .sh-e.Jl.e" family relationship and it ~----,--m- e,,_il g f a1il3 ~;:;- iit-

A statement of duties, moral imperatives, commands, makes sense 

only if you include the Source of the command. A frame-work of religious 

faith is required for an ethics of obligation which relates the individual 

to the Authority that imposes obligations upon us. Now, the assumption that 

a Will or authority other than our own plays a role in our life is not childish 

imagination or superstitious fear but the esstential fact of life. •~ 

Pir}t.e--Atm 

Without thy consent wast thou created, and born into 

the world without thy choice; thou art now living without 

thy volition and wilt have to die without thy approval ._ S"~~ ~ T.(k,........d 
.,... ~ ,:,./i.:ce.7. 

Man knows that he is, so to speak, ordered into this ,.-. This 

is the very core of human consciousness and it accounts for our underlying 

sense of dependence and a knowledge) deep inside our bonev that we are 
,. 

answerable to powers other than ourselves. Judaism is an elaboration of 
Q 

this consc·iousness, a detailed spelling outjof its implication1 for the 

conduct of life. 
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America's drift to social chaos can be arrested only if we 

shift emphasis from the pursuit of personal benefit to responsibility 

and duty. 

You have a right to safety in the streets, but what about your 

civic duty? What have you done, what are you willing to do to stamp out 

the problems which turn cities unto jungles? Have you ever been involved in 

efforts to reform our municipal government? Have you ever lifted a finger 

to get youth off the street? Would you work as a volunteer in a scout 

troop? Would you tutor slum kids on the verge of becoming drop outs? 

Have you ever supported the increase of public recreational facilities in 

the community? 

You are shocked at the soaring crime rate and want protection. 

But, is it not also your duty as a citizen to do something about our dismal 

penal system which ~ urning la!, _"breakers ~nto hardened criminals? 1... 
V,/h~ f- ~ ec.-f:c~ _sk.owid C4;-; ~ht .. q..u 1;- wl.-ck r r-oJa~ ~~,.~,, ~ ew-h ,,.o\(..L . 

W he-~ J?-ll ~ber1-v1;The story is told of a man sleeping in a burning house. His 

anxious neighbors rushed to his bedside and tried unsuccessfully to move 

the bed through the door. They tried to lift him, bed and all, through a 

window, but failed. Finally, one of them stopped all this~ frantic 
,a • 

acttvity with an idea. He said: 
He. r,.;11-L. 

"LET US ~ HIM UP. ~ ~N/(IND HIS OWN WAY TO SAFETY." 

It is impossible for the synagogue to bestow salvation upon the 

country or our own city. All we can do is to wake up the people• from 

apathy, from complacencyi from the sleep of ignorance • 

" 
this or that specific program of action, is to awaken in each of us a sharper 

sense of our moral responsibility. We must quit the TAKE-WITHOUT-GIVE 

attitude. A morally awake people will find the way. 
AMEN 

0 
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would be our best guarantee of suryiyal, even of the sur..viYal of our 

people in Tsrael. As Mosfie Tiayan saia, when fie yielaea to American 

pressure on behalf of Secretary Rogers' peace initiative, "We can face 

confrontation with our enemies, but not the loss of our ally. u--The 

preservation of Israel, not to mention the survival of the American 

Jew, is closely linked to the future of the United States. 

How dependable, how strong, how stable is our country? Con­

fidence in the future of our nation has been seriously drawn into 

question. 

I do not know who coined the phrase, "The Sick Society," --

was it Senator Fulbright or one of those bright young intellectuals who 

clustered around Robert F. Kennedy? Whoever first applied these words 

to America, registered for us a radical change in the mood of the nation. 

There is a general feeling that the conflicts which rip our country 

apart are not the normal disturbances of society. 

We have all sorts of problems, but none can be solved by itself. 

Southeast Asia, large and pers:istent pockets of poverty, racial tension, 

extremism, urban decay, alienated youth, rising crime and drug addiction 

---all of these problems hang together and each, somehow, seems to be 

magnified by some festering disease deep in the heart of America which 

spreads its poison into all organs of our body politic. 

In my remarks tonight I shall try to do two things. First, I shall 

attempt to analyze the nature of America's sickness. Secondly, I shall 

submit to you the thought that the cure lies in Judaism's view of life. 

To begin with, we may say, with no fear of contradiction>that 

whatever ails America, it cannot possibly be a lack of material resources. 

No nation has been more bountifully blessed with natural wealth and 
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geographic advantages. If there is anything wrong with America, it 

must be some interior conditon, a moral or spiritual malaise. 

1. THE PROGRESSIVE DECAY OF AN ETHICS OF RIGHTS 

We are a nation whose political philosophy has always defined 

the human condition IN TERMS OF RIGHTS. We speak and think of human rights, 

constitutional rights, international rights, racial rights and what 

have you .... The clamor for rights which we consider our due and 

inalienable has been a sort of intellectual artillery fire with which 

every major sector of our society has at various times pressed forward 

in its battle for social progress. 

A. 5cc;eii) What happens to a society in@ch everyone thinks of what he 

is entitled to, and not what he owes? The result is a progressive self­

centeredness, a society in which industry wants more bu$fness and less 

competition, more profit for less value; where labor wants more pay for 

less work; where citizens want more benefits for less taxes; where 

youth wants more freedom with less accountability and even racial 

minorities indulge in the very bigotry which they rightly condemn in 

the majority. A striking example of the latter is the demand of black 

militants for all-black institutions or facilities especially in educa­

tionJor privileged racial quotas in various sectors of economic and 

public life. Black racism has no finer odor than white racism. 

In the present climate of our social and moral philosophy, 

everyone's concern is first and foremost with what is coming to him 

and, once you concentrate on that, you can never again feel that you 
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are getting enough. The appetite for human rights is healthy, but 

when it turns to special privilege, it stokes the fires of discontent 

and social friction. 

IT IS THE CURSE OF OUR AGE AND, I BELIEVE, THE MALAISE OF OUR 

SICK SOCIETY that we have disturbed the ethical balance, putting a 

heavy thumb on the scale that says "privilege" and leaving the scale 

marked "duty" up in the air. 

Our young people have become altogether too much demand conscious. 

From Columbia University to Berkeley, delegations of radical students 

have presented their so-called non-negotiable demands. Without 

exception, the items on the list are new freedoms, new privileges, 

and new cancellations of requirements. The students would like to be 

relieved of attendance requirements, of examinations, of grades, of 

dormitory rules. We have yet to hear of a single student group anywhere 

offering to accept new educational tasks and responsibilities. 

We note a trend, long in the making, which encourages youth to 

present life with all kinds of demands before they even think of their 

duties. 

Dr. Abram Sachar of Brandeis University tells of the young 

applicant for a teaching job, fresh out of school, barely 22, whose 

first question about the jo-b was: "What are the retirement benefits?" 

A generation has grown up, nurtured by the notion that life is 

a grab bag, that benefits come first, work second. 
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c. f~~;) Lft.c This leads us to a problem which many consider more disastrous 

than Vietnam or the racial conflict -- the problem of family instability. 

Last year, some 500,000 couples in the U.S. were divorced -- more than 

one out of four marriages. Many reasons could be cited why in the last 

several decades the rate of divorce has risen 8 times as fast as the 

population. I attach much weight to a basic shift of accent in marriage 

from attitudes of partnership obligation to self centered gratification. 

The stress is on behefits ,. not the requisite duties. 

In most of the marriages on the rocks, one or both partners are 

frustrated egotists who could not give what it takes 

TAKE-WITHOUT-GIVE cannot last. 

and the marriage of 

The same applies to society as a whole: A society of TAKE WITHOUT 

GIVE cannot last. 2. O v(L Sfl'RITUAL 

Shortly before his untimely death, Robert F. Kennedy wrote a piece 

on the subject of THE SICK SOCIETY. It was published as an editorial in 

the NEW YORK TIMES (Feb. 10, 1968). Its title was a line from Butler Yeats' 

poem: 

THINGS FALL APART; THE CENTRE CANNOT HOLD ..•... 

After enumerating the drift to violence, the general discontent, the 

alienation of our youth and America's decline in self-confidence, even 

self respect, the Senator confessed his own uncertainty as to which of 

these was the main problem. So he ended his analysis with these words: 

"We search for answers to specific problems; but more than 

this, we seek to recapture our country. We have not yet 

discovered how to do it." 
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Then he quoted Yeats' poem to suggest the kind of loss the nation has 

suffered: 

"Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold; 

Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world, 

The best lack all conviction, while the worst 

Are full of passionate intensity. 

Now, what is this binding element, central to society, which has been 

lost so that "things fall apart and the c entre cannot hold?" It is, I 

firmly believe, an element of faith which was still very strong when 

the nation was founded, which has been eroded in Alllerica but is still 

alive, indeed fundamental in Judaism. 

Matthew Arnold defined God as the Source of all moral demands: 

''God, 11 he said, " is the power, not ourselves, that makes for righteousness." 

In many quarters today consciousness of a moral authority, other 

than ourselves, has disintegrated. What we are left with in Alllerica these 

days is an appeal to sacred rights, but no more to sacred duties. NOW, 

FRIENDS, I SUBMIT TO YOU THAT OUR SOCIETY CANNOT BE GLUED TOGETHER WITHOUT 

THE SPIRITUAL CEMENT OF A DOCTRINE OF DUTY AND OBLIGATION. 

3 . 
"Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold." 

~fCT1F1CA.T10~ 1r.J TH€ -P6P--5'PclT1vt 0f -Jv'J)l'.15H 
The strength of Judaism is that its primary target has always 

been man's natural self-centeredness. England's Chief Rabbi, Immanuel 

Jakobovits, rightly pointed out that the Jewish discipline speaks of human 

duties, not rights, of obligations, not entitlements. 

Our Decalogue is not a Bill of Rights, but a Code of Obligations. 

In our moral vocabulary the key word is MITZVAH which means commandment. 
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For example, in the Jewish welfare system, our stress is not on the take 

but on the give; we do not tell the poor that they are entitled to support, 

but rather we remind the man of means that it is his duty to share. "Thou 

shalt surely open thy hand unto thy poor and needy brother," says the Bible. 

It does not say that the poor shall open his hand and grab. 

The Jewish family, famous for its strength, to cite another example, 

never regarded itself as a covenant of rights and privileges, but rather as 

a relationship of unconditional duty between husband and wife and children. 

What each owes to the other cannot be cancelled even if a family member 

happens to be unworthy. Take this absolute mutual obligation out of the 

family relationship and it becomes a family in name only. 

A statement of duties, moral imperatives, commands, makes sense 

only if you include the Source of the command. A frame-work of religious 

faith is required for an ethics of obligation which relates the individual 

to the authority that imposes obligations upon us. Now, the assumption that 

a Will or authority other than our own plays a role in our life is not childish 

imagination or superstitious fear but the essential fact of life. 

Pirke Abot (4 .29): 
,, . . 

Without thy consent wast thou created, and born into 

the world without thy choice; thou art now living without 

thy volition and wilt have to die without thy approval. 11 

Says 

Man knows that he is, so to speak, ordered into this life. This 

is the very core of human consciousness and it accounts for our underlying 

sense of dependence and a knowledge deep inside our bones that we are 

answerable to powers other than ourselves . Judaism is an elaboration of 

this consciousness, a detailed spelling out of its implications for the 

conduct of life. 
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THf AwAkrN1N(,. Lv€ tvE"~:2 
> 

America's drift to social chaos can be arrested only if we 

shift emphasis from the pursuit of personal benefit to responsibility 

and duty. 

You have a right to safety in the streets, but what about your 

civic duty? What have you done, what are you willing to do to stamp out 

the problems which turn cities unto jungles? Have you ever been involved in 

efforts to reform our municipal government? Have you ever lifted a finger 

to get youth off the street? Would you work as a volunteer in a scout 

troop? Would you tutor slum kids on the verge of becoming drop outs? 

Have you ever supported the increase of public recreational facilities in 

the community? 

You are shocked at the soaring crime rate and want protection. 

But, is it not also your duty as a citizen to do something about our dismal 

penal syste~ which is turning law breakers ,into hardened criminals? / // k \. "'"~+ SJJ•c:t•r-,.tl.,, S/totAIJ fl..,, S°'d'h~-:J r:::Jo ~ "'"icl~ proJec~ 01' pro,.,,.,_ S' ,~ ~rlltS , 
1,,11\e~' .S".,/1 W b~;'i(""fr The story is told of a man sleeping in a burning house. His 

anxious neighbors rushed to his bedside and tried unsuccessfully to move 

the bed through the door. They tried to lift him, bed and all, through a 

window, but failed . Finally, one of them stopped all this futile, frantic 

activity with an idea . He said: 

"LET US WAKE HIM UP. HE WILL THEN FIND HIS OWN WAY TO SAFETY." 

It is impossible for the synagogue to bestow salvation upon the 

country or our own city . All we can do is to wake up the people from 

apathy, from complacency , from the sleep of ignorance into which America 

has lapsed, drifting now toward chaos. More important than selling America 

this or that specific program of action , is to awaken in each of us a sharper 

sense of our moral responsibility. We must quit the TAKE-WITHOUT- GIVE 

attitude. A morally awake people will find the way. 
AMEN 



J .:1 ~t"- C (~1:.. .. ~.-----

I o:u.ce reaa a snort-story --- ti~c na e of the author escapes 

*e, and I can't r~w oer the title of the story either ---but there 

iv Olle sc 1e in that story wnich has haunted me ever since. 

The author, riain6 i the coach-se~tio of a train is seated behind 

2 yuu g ~n, over-heari 6 their conversation • .Bo th are evid. ---ntly 
co~~ g stuuents • 

••• 
11 A:n.d what d.o you want next? asked o•e. 

The oth ~r answered: "My owA car. 11 

A a the ? 

Get er15a6 ed. 

A a the:12. ? 

Graduate. 

A:ad then ? 

Get arried ? 

A u. then ? 

A job, and. a house, ad kias •..• 

A•d the11. ? 

~ - -Wtnrt a.o 1 know, answered. the other 
Why ; 

' bl a1::>k SU(...!l foolit.h questions 

But is it foolish to ask, 

Wltn irritation. 

? 

Are we not all acn in nis uwn ind, getting ar ~unu to 

this quebtion as we sit ere and review our own life, as we take 
c~v--~ 

stock of the past year, of o~r whole i1ue~a
4

•eHh? And now that 

we nav gotte aJ.01-e:, in .Life so far, what is the next step, 

what is 'Ctil:f. next goal. • • • a1tu. then ? 

Some of us have run uut of ns±x ... ~ goals to reacht 

Life is getti g to be a repeat pcrfvrmance. We wonder, is there 

anything tnat rea~ly o:IJ)Q}~~(t'.!9' n enga0 es /IIJ heart au soul? 
c-oh<eS 1""1'\'16::+ ~ . . ,.-.d<-

What • next iis M cc 1::so:n worse than boreaom: aialess:aess, ...I.ctd//~~ ---r .'19""" I\ -r CJ 
loss of pur~ose, futi~ity. <ia ttav~run o~t of answers to the 

aaa. thea? I\ 
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Best eci.ucatea., 

Bquip~ed with the most powerful pu~itical s~stea 

}1ore afflu nt tnan any ge era~ion in the past----- yet UJ1certain, 
cJ,~..-e- ::,,,-c...., 

o■pammm•@m self-doubti •~,-----and~ any whose aimlessness has 

tur •to aes~air, ~ro1-1~i gout, esca~ing i1 to narcotic fa tasies. 

Tne tr~b~UJ of - ~rat cou try, it llige t, powerful and rich 

·u:Diili~~~x ImM ~~UXQf yet feelin5 defeated is not altogetht r •ew. 

Jere~iah ~such a ood i1 his day; the world see ed to 
1 

o heaui .g ror c611isio:n.. t!. su.1-1cr- pow~rs were _.)repar ing for ji'-&-- d"'-../ 

aweful confr0,... tation: Babylonia to tli east and Egypt in the West. 
hvw w II ,t ~11 ~J ..,_...c\ 

Ana as everyone was aski -b, ae we ask today,~what is there to 

rely upon, Jeremiah gave tne fo~lowing ca. answer: 

Lt.I' 1l/1' T .c.. \,L.).c. !.1,.1.1 lri..(.mY IN HIS K:t:--.uWLt.DGE. 

1.wl huT THE l'·.lGhlY 1•1AN li-LOi-tY IN hL::i i•~IGHT • 

.LET hOT TH.c.. rtI~n t-11-1.K GLOrlY IN hIS .RICH£S 

.oDT L.c.T HI 1 ThAT GLCJR;~.t:.Tft Lrl.JUnY Il'i THIS: 

1hA'.I. .ri.L., U.L,J..JLH8'IAl'i1£Th .hNlJ h.f~O~.'i ... l. ~, 

':!.H.c. CzOlJ 0.r' foL ... ,CY, JL .J..
0 IC.i: A}.JD rtIGhTEOU::i1t.::i..J ••• 

(Jer.9.23) 

Jer ~iah, ven now, s~ aks to a~ rso al as well as a national 
ctyl(\cl.+- 0

1,_,_ t 11· t· s11:~tta.:&io•• You can nav i.o. e ige ce al.u euuca ion. 

You can have power and<.e,s goorapolitical syst~as the world 

has ever k•owa. You co.ri. nave weal th --- a d still have a crushing 

sense vl' failure oecaus the esst-11.tial Shi.ag is issing. 



Our,~roole is illustrated ir th story 01 the 3 gentleme• who were 

regestereu i a New York hutel.ra na aJiudiuaama Returniig to 

the hotel very .1ate oae ight, they lea):ned to their dis ay that the 
elevators were out ul uraE1. vie were es~ecially unlucky since 

toi:;ethc r happened to b on the 60th th roo whicn they occuHied 
~ W<¼ 'no ch.o.u_ lo...,+ 

floor • ..:J)~iJJ ::zr:ils3 :& · •e to use the stairway. As they ~tarted up, 

o•e of thea said: "We hav a long climb and to pass time more quickly, 

I SUc,5est that each 01 u..s do su.i.1etI1i 5 • I've a pretty good voice, 

so I a 6 oi.n~ tu Sl.lle SialE so gs 1 or the r irst 20 floors. 

A.ad you, he tur1ed. to the seco1-d, you have a sense of hUllor. Suppose 

you tell us jokes the next 20 •*■E•• flights. And you, he said to 

the third, you are ki d 01 serious, --- so t;S§ $i tell us ~ sad 

stories from. t. here on to th top. 

The suggestion was ace ~ted. s they started up the long ai..laaa 
climb, the first sag ever~ so 5 he knew until they reached the 

20tn floor. Then, tne secuud entertainea. the with jokes un.til they 

reached. t.te 40th I'luor. Then t e third aan took over as they kept 

cli bi•g. a =: c biit -t8 it €? Ii 1-l'\t 
~~.l; d 1,,,.-b-.~_~i~~{o>_l.v--; . 

stories, ---~ and'--1 snal~ begia 

a.ownstairs. 

"Now it is my turn to tell sad 

by telling yoifthat I left the key 

So it is with aany oi us in life. 1hen we fin.ally reach a 

nigh level of socall d "success" breathless and exhausted, we 

discover t.r:1a.t we haven't got the key to a meaningful life. 

In a .1arger sense this is the prese1!t situation of AL..erican civilization., ,~ 
After all the great acnieve ents sf r wcience, tech ology, 

po~•tical growth ad econo. ic wealth, the nation••• fjzd:n itsw:l:=f 

_.-1 e; ; a e••s- at ser:Dc i ty, ci: is E'ewr<e, 1•110 lenl iltea. ~, •• t esd o~•fideaae, 

s ems to have lost the key to security, co fidence, peace and a sense 

of purpose! 

It would ot oe too a.ir'ficul i:; t~ d.ocUll--;~tthis thesis~ 

ou.r docua.ea ta tio wouil. t, at the saa.e time, overthrow - .. '\. ) 

cherished 

our 
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LET l O THi; HS HAN GLO Y Il'i HIS 1tISDOM. 

1.t.T 10T TH.I:. Nilrhl'Y Iv1AN GLOHY IN Hlb MILiHT • 

.L.i!.T 1~.._, i' Th.t. r ICh 1•,AN GL .ttf Il~ tlIS RICH.t:S 

BUT L.C:T hI -1 'IdA.J. GLOJ:i.lb h GLOrtY 11~ 'l.HIS: 

ThA1 H.t. Ll~Di.n ..... Al~D~TH A .lJ KNv ,ETtl i1E, 

TH.r. GOD OF Iv1.c..t(vY, '-' lJ uTIC.J:!; A D rtIGtlTEOlJ~Nt:SS. 

d~catio olitica1. so niaticatioA and wealth are of no 

io the indi via.ual or the nation. w:i. thou t the key ---d ,:-,. :----'"--ch~racter..i.. 

,-,...cl_ &oral ana spiritual liUlii!h Lacking that,you have noth1.11g • 
.,,pol<i-k..'-- 7 

too difficult ~H';;;" It would · ot be a•p••••••• tu aocument thesis. Moreover , our 

aocuweAtation would , at tne sa.11e time, overthrow so e uf our wost 

cuerished otioas. 

A widely h€; la. assu ption.(,s11 1 ,1 ,orted by cony pol i ti,: .iJ s::i er ti e?:}is 
'-- - 7 

that tne 1.evel of vio.1.e.nce in any cou try is proportionate to 

repressioa. We are tola tha..t tyrra.t1y creates cona itiol\S 

1avorable to ex!Jlosi ve, revo1.uti 1,ary vio1. '--'nce . 

~espite all this ~rattle about A ,er1.ca bing an oppressive cou try, 

o one in hisk-1.bh t iad would ca 1 the USA 01 the 1950 and 60s CL.fr"~ k 
d ;c~..bvs L , / . U 

!!It t9 ·cpw,rf It is in fact the ost penussive society of the 

oa.er• age. DounlDllliDlXl(X Freedo11:1 of_ assembly Ji&11 
--~tt-,-tAMd M-,.cJ ~d . 

and speech hav !Lever oeen l:M r: Mr pl? l : t •~ than ~1: :~fl!~e _decades . 

Ill noisy uu0ri ty ca UIUl.llu.~ ~ • rc1.Le_ss~ h<.c v ~ 
t ... 0 .1:'resicient 01 the USAY (ntolerable ua obsce•i tie 

a:ud aisuptioas ar being to.1erated everywnere. ~i c? dfu I as± {!aly ~ 
r a reaarkable nationwide a~peai to law-eaforcement agencies, 

Attorney Gen.era.1. rutchell la~t Jul reg_y,ested that the_ ex.._) r~~'-1.l.l!!_ __ _ 

of disse•t>~~~~te~onstratio son Independeace Day.l::l.R~---~--

(§wever off five ad vbnoxi~1Jll- i'1'1'MfS:S9d:.­

The one point on wnich ali ,otiw:1~ oj\~ent ilitants have 

ae,reed so far is tha..t tne aqaa ty.i:J1.cal m.e11ber of SDS comes froll 
certainly ours is 8lt the most tolerant a hJ.. 0 hly per 1.s::,1.ve home. 

society ia America nistory, yet we have ex..1&rienced a huge 
escalatio of viol~uce . 



Th~7~~iD§nsity to vioLe ce in this country is not due to a constitutional 

flaw or fault in political or5 ~Li zation, but reflects some &assive 

moral anu s .1.~ 1.ritual d.erail e t, that needs far ore atte1ttio11. than 
has been give to it. 

5·~t- ►-ed O'IJ- ,),,:-ftc ~ ·r~ ~ 

Another ..C~11;ilat JUiidD l11 • • s enm■ ·n-eG. is that poverty breeds 

er~ e. §ciolo~ists, s~ecially unQer the influ nee of dialectic 

ateriaLl.SID o~ tn~ Marxist or Leninist schuol, have consiste1 tly 
j l.n~~d . . . ~ 

1 eli.aquency to ecoAowic Qe.1 r1.vat1.mt_•J Tnere is e:a.ough of 

a half-truth i» it to give it 1 f 3 t credibility, but th0 theory 

sim._vly does :a.ot sta:ad up int he light of so e i11disputable facts: 

We ndve seen. the sharpest rise of crime precisely i• those 
~~~ .. 

post-depression anu post war 4 1~ duri g which the eco•omy of the 

U it d States acnieved its hi0 hest prosperity--- not o~ly ••••••~ 

douoli16 ~id tripliag ~er capita i:a.coae, out spreading social be:a.efits 

:a.ev~r be1ore e:a.joyed by the poor --such as Ul'iem~loy eat insura:a.ce, 

svcidl sec~rity p&y ents a:a.d edica~ care. 

And where is criae ribing at its fastest rate? 

Not i the the atio:a.'s worst poverty pockets such as the Mississippi 

Del ta ana t.11 Apalachia regio , but in th~ most prosperous 

etr0~aLita• areas ----ad i the wealthy _suburbs as auch as in 

~b()o--.11. i••er city. Thus, t!L.:: a.istrict oi Washiugton registe.ed a 15.5 'I, 
r ~ with 

iacrease in thb n ber 01 serious cries ~~• afflue~t Montbo-ery 

CoL:n.ty .... :a.early aatchi•g the record with a11 11._7% inc;re,:a,?se ~ 
~ S~burfi• ,LJ!-.,.._pr--f ~~ 

n-; 3 • ..--- z ir.et5 C::rt;astV o,, a d; a.1.r x Coullty atH]~a&et he /J , 

. . . · p--..,·t:_ k;Cw I lk(AJ.iv-( l,;-L 
district 'with a 27.1 % i crease 1.. maJor criae thls11y!',:;.,r. , ~ i:, ,,._,,,j-

1 ,, . , • . ~ ~ t-, s c:/,,R..f--'Vc'ct. "'d. ::........ d tu- b}H-''-,,,1c~....e:.- . ,~-~ /7i-t... __ n 't: 
5'~q. 'f J~ r -Af/lYCa.A ~ol.'lger' ig.11..Jr plai r~cts: ll& C 8i! crime in he 

besides poverty • 1 U Af I I~ ~(" US.1-1. r, I eed5 o• somethin5 e.Lse 

S
O 

\,VvCJ2 ~t{..,m.oral a.ecay auo.. amamm;µitat a spiritual corru.t tio:a. 
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~ 
1

~ ~~ ~ssl,(. ... , .. ~~, /1.-L- cl~fl~~t-.J:., .. t__ 

'.£b t t i, G EH 21± ssqu,p Liqos~ ha.s bee well en trenched 

i the A .... orican wi.ud for· at 1.east ~ ce11tury. Horace Man used to 

ru Ui_.i a.1: u t::fo'«11 tne cou.ll try, _t>r, . ., c,hi.ug th - gospel u.1 SL.l va tiott 

t.t1ruu5l1 1;;.;c..ucatio:a. Build 1,1ublic Schools , h (; said, and you will 

~ -~ - ~-1-

~Ck-- ~:---::--:--::-:-:--;;--:-:----:::----:--;---:--:-:::-::--:-::-:-~-:----:--:-.;;;;~~~J!:! New York. City Col alone registered 190.000 students.•U, 

Neve:.r i all Lhe history ot. tivilizatioa has aB.y 

nation pro uced a system 01 eauca1.10 - the like of which we ay boast 

of today. Are w ooasti g ?. -i:;i.;4a H + g d1ff01 en-e soifg. 

Three .hu.n red jobs for ~oihlee:, preside t go beggi g. 'the acting 

presia.e11t 01 Sta:n.1ord Univ rsity saici: "A y man who wants to 

taKe CL0.r 0 e 01 dl ~uucat10Lal l.Istitution nowadays ~robaoly belongs 

i azL 1 sti tutio or'ar~otiler sort." 

N0w, wbat aovu1, tl students? Are they achieving 
~ ,I ,.""-CV e.t. ,-...... ~ .... ._2<,., .{.) 

ha_t>.f,i ss
1
aM peace? Never have eyes beneld a more disturbed, 

.t:>erJ?lexeu ana. an0 r1er lot. A N \I _York Times report on Harvard 
~ ~ ~ "~ ,./ 5 ·fv. de,,,., 1 , 

in J.970 FRport~ a re.iJrese1 ta.tive O¥!i · IG-t · 

"SE::ve: 01...i of 10 peo_p.Le I k.a.ow ar goin to a psychiatrist" 

This is so what aoove t,e of~icial record of the University 

Health Service which 1 uicates co sultat101 witn the psychiatric 
staff by aoout 20 % 01 the average Harvaru class. _,- -

Q\.., ~c. ~""-> the drop out rate has risen shar_plJ t .J e -- so has 
arug-ae1u1ctio:a au suicide. 

The well Kown author ad professor Irving Kristal declared 
receutly before tne Association of A-erican Co.Lleges: 

"I have a so wno 1.s xow preparin5 to enter college• 

h d, fr8.Hkly, I as heartsick at the thought that this 

you•g aaA ---is goi 6 to have to live thro~6 h four years 
at one ol_our i•~titutio•s 01 nigher m■smm■e learni•~t---­

of the -brightest ana ~ost 1aeal1stic are calling for rebellio:a 

and. tne aoe1era te aaJ or J. ty u: gt,; see11j to be all.est esized 

by the pall of irreleva:ace wnich ha.Ago over the whole educatioJlal 

5--=i.,.::., . 1:.ve scieAce, lo~b the idol of A rica .1. eciucatioll, is 
v-ar- :vid k.--\ ~ ~ ~::w:=ie~ d I,\,.\_, ';i- -

in retreat as asldicdh;".;:.;;to by a ~ of - tll"" 6::>% J!'t t"he / ;sf 9 
fit_~ f1:J-v ~~ dv..,&:rc;-clu: o s ·-:cJ ~ ,"'- sr .-e~ 
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It io not_... ... 

resurge».ce will save 

.. higher educatio·• that1 __ 
roUll --- oJLly a - ~ 

cou».try. 

A lic.t.L over a year a 0 0 , o e of the fl.nest educators in tnis 

co try, Court ey '-' ith llllmJipll .ll.lUl.llJIJ.aiil, President 01 Swarthaore Colle e, 

a.rop~ed d~a~ at tne age of 52,Ji.aauaa mu a ielled by a heart attack 

i the midst of a c•~■mmm■oop•••••c stude t revolt. In his last 

co.1iLae».ce ... e:a t address, he :r-ef orr,ui t; euap&a 'l::l:JlF est a:M.. said: 

"We aa-ve lost so cth.J..1g precious." 

What is it that we have lost? we · ave lost the key to all that makes the 

h all. •m••••m~••aw- bei».g secure and sate to live with, 

~••XllMll~x:.all.fiXE~mxmtua~x.ea~&gmau n."1iEltmMain --the moral 

a d s~iritua~ power which otivates~•••s■■m-. codpassioa ,{a,Y~ 
, JI g S a na. reverence betwee.tt .w.2t.Jl c:1.nd Ila.A. 

L.c.1 1 uT 1Hl!. ·1s.t, ,, Ar ~ <UV rtIS WISDOM 

:L.i::T hvI ThL r IGliTf •1A 1 ~1Jf'4NIH0 hIGHT 

LiT Nv'l' TH.c, hH,li l1A1 ~ cpt,J HIS hICHbS 

BUT LLT HIM 1P.J..T GLOrtI~TH GLORY IN ThIS, 

THA'I HE UND.c.t.ST,1. DETH Al11i, KNlwETH ME, 

------ TH.t:. LrOD OF ·.r..rlCY, JUbTICE AND .rUGHTEOt;SNESS ---

~ ·r~s~cJ.o..,.,,t ·>~d$.'Ot.,..~~~~r~,.,,,,.l5 ~ w,fk.,. p~ 
~ ~ s_,.._[/~'r"f 7k >:{i; (!:+--,~..,.,. : '' ·ik (L.· !. ·s. ~ fh,,..J- _- n _ C~ ./4..,._, ?'\.-0 ;1,\ n-~,{_ 

• -ft:_ "--'~f--v;J~ tu lJ. 'f:<h--.. .,, /-!&{""" ' t,~ck- ~ (µ_ nfr,,.,.,,<u,( ~,,,., .. y,..,,_,effkd 0-.''7:) 
How can we recover he muraJ. c a s.t"i · tual strength which seems 

bee 

with their especially sensiti 

the first to thEi growing er on tne 

icillul:i::11.xm :su~m.ra.htp Mor 

nigher educ 

y and i1 a.i ma ... ked 

iJUl •. llllllhlllli 

the great ffort to involve the student 

in social s.Jt began with the Free s,eech Moveme1lt 

aA BerkelJy in 1964 •..• Its aim was to awa~e ad radicalize the 

stude t-body ---a•d Jewisn stude t lea~ers flocked to it. 



Now we Jews are the _people ost closely ia_ entified with the moral 

and spiritua~ traditioa wnich through the Bible provided the basic 

valu sand motivati0n fur our civilizatioa . 

--419:w o; d ,u2r 1·eopl e react te the gFa:dual a.isaipa bioa of Lhs:srv'1lU8S , ~ 

'"l:_!l COIU p61 di j A:lllel ican l:i:. le ? 

What is the Jewish contribution to the aesperavely needed aoral 

ad religious revival 1. our land? 

~overnor Scr~nto opens t~e recently issued report of the 

Preside:r t 's Coldlission on Cam.l us Unrest with an as .::;essu.1en.t of the 

situation: 

"The crisis on A.ueri.can. C~i,us s ha1:> no parallel in the 

history oi tne nation." 

/\,<.,,1 
Fortunately for ~E re:~l•, the President's Com ission 

report.._ dos aot aaa identify the ethnic backgrou of 

student leaders aost respu~sible for viol ence on the Aruerican 

cam~us, but if we Jews ever issued our owa report on ca11pus unrest 

it would reveal two highly embarrassir...o facts: 

_ U.... ~It, it would show that. tne Jewish pPopoztia.t ~-t:.~ 
~c~"'-,:;;:r-

a onb the ost rauical, disruptive and d~tructive 

1..1itants o tne ca.ID.pus is ~i p:)(QA,,-?·~234 high 

~ntl ~eGGft~ly, it would reveal that if the1e are aity moral or 
1 1 

) , spiritual values in Jud.aisaJ which oigh.ii d, aw the 

ii 'e I (¥1£ ti u B a!Fa ~ !! .Gr e I I 3 f t be i d ea ' h, a jj S . ? 7 j 

our~ boys and girls are so completely ignorant 

of S·t ii~1 e as f? __ be totally incapable of 

contributiag~f~e m0ral and s piritual life of the 

ca1u.t-1us. 

~DXllillH X!ulil~llll aElliall JlaJIABfilplM - ilfiJlllU.ltmX 

iill~amEe■llka ~Jl It was baa enoue:,h -e,.ha t we had to supply al'l Art 
k Rudd 

Go..1.ctberg t,o i;.ae Be:1 kele;y ?l:6!? gpsec½i J."iO v ems,t and a Mar 

.,IJ.-,1 h J-v . o 5'~": o • s t'k. ~ Li~ .... r~ ~ 



to heaQ the iisurrectio• at Columbia, but fa worse is the 
i volveme•t of yown6 Jews in the Q-OSt vicious terrorist actions 

1fimin8oa;ings an~~IvEEl#&r1ae 2 f,whi·ch · tM ' r - , ~Ae~t per a, t•~ 
J .L' • '-+- OOds-r-

"S-0 x g 1 fr ee:t'eBei:Jiis they ,-1 a &ala f , · __ - ~ z■ as great acts of ideal ism. 

iJ.J c·?XJ.ae sh 

was a Philadeli-ihia stude t , .Michael Saul Fleisher. 

~ tac 4=-:.aw; otllo2,;"Tr,•'%1.'[;a;;r the Mathe aties 
. . . JI. ~ $~cl-- . 

Center at J\ra.c... isu , Wisc. ,,.,1; n .a1D.11J11.111Ui.m :m mu ileeasc:eui mmm 
o e 01 1,he most ac...vanced n..ucleur labor~ t,Ories and clai11ea the life 

of a youn5 scie1;tist. Que or tne fuur suspects is David 0ylvan Fine 

son 0f Mr. and lVirs. r-1ar..ue1 .t:. Fine of Wilw~gto11, Del:. _____ ___ 

\ Tell e, I ~sked, what h.il.d of people are those Fi:n.e•s. 

David was descrioec... to as a very bright boy, aho turn6u into a 

radica.~ .. r11..Le attendL16 •A•••••m•.uuFa.lllllmds. Frienus School. 

iill•maiuammmrncrm .c.wil..l\EliL." What ki1.d of Jews are they, I asked. 

The grandfather~ never ■ 1.sses anything at Te ; le, 

was th answer .. Tne J:>arents were indifferent. The boy was 

Bar Ni tzvah arrn confiraed---
CJ.-~~ . 

We see the fulfi..1.l.m.en t of a .f) rophe tic warning issue~ Ams r · 

J s ~; one clf eur gr@@.te1.st SfJJ ri t;:ual l eaeersORaobi Abba Hillel 

Silvtr of Cleveland; 5b L & weeaaw g:a 

uwhat we should fear most is the rise of a: geaeratioa of 

r 14 Ma generation of clever, 

restless Jev,~ of quick fer&ent an.d high vol tabe , 

rooteQ in no religious tr·adi tion, reverent of no moral code, 

ig orant o!' all Jewisn lear:niu6 a d held to social res_}onsibili ty 

by no inn.er s~iritual r es traint, who will range and bluster 

all over the A rican see e fro literature and art to 

po~itics anu govel1Ille:nt, and will co mit their fellow-Jews 

' 
\ 
I 

I 

in the eJ es of the A1.,erican people. ..:iuch flea ting ines are a danger 

to any people, but especially to a 1nor1ty 5roup. Some of the 
ines are alreaa.y exfiloa.ing. 11 
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And if you~ ask how did we raise such a generation of J wish 

youth, the answer is, who should k ow better than you? 

stunt. u 
------.......--- ~~ ~JC>ia-.......P,lf.-..U..,. 

·ii.a., family who is intelle y e ~abed in Judaisa 

and u der an efiective spiritual discipline in. his daily life. 
, ~ e,t.,· /~/Z-v.lk"tth ~ ~ ~ $u /.v.'cf' ,~e--~ • 

All tfv!!j c~ seelj is an ane1u.c version, or perversion of 

religion., CQ~~~--e,,-f-"O'T"Jicllirl~rat-v-a::t:'tt:e, 1·an. easy-goiAg religion., 

on which aoes not interfere with ~ leisure, J J.f sleep, or J a r , 

televioiu:a; wr1ich calls for no study}~ o observ&:n.ce, . ....-vt.-.9 1 : > · 

- !11j1 n a11w sacrilice#; th religion. of self-paaperin.g people. 

How could such a caricature of Judais arouse the least a out of 

respect or devotioll in young _peo...-le 1, a. i~ a 73 J herk :he 
( 

11 1 · 1 ir- 0 Soae of them, at least crave a program of life 

,/4: -..,._ :_~ :,~ . .,.'.jt,~~r id ealis• and what they see ...,. q +J .J,, ~', r tl:, a: - &$-?'60iu IS asbaa±lj .1: ;;; hdt& c:il 11:i .thza looks ~~ 

jj;j like a public relatio s stun?;'{a1.~{;~fa£=t:' hoax 1 

t)Lu_~ 

My friends, tne a tion and t.ta:s ~ime, the J•tishpccp:rs ia 

tjne tf~i:t..ea s - t.1a, are in elllll[.UUSa a grave orale crisis. 

We have discovered that wall-towai1 carpe ting, excellent pluabing and 

no se se oI purpose add u1J to a terrifying 1:if e. 

As Dr. '- , t 1y: Smith of Swarth ore said: "SomethL~g precious has 

way of life. We aay 1tow pia-poi•t our loss: been. los t 11 
~- our 

(OS> ft:{, 
Ours is a time of desanctification •• It is the Hoy or Sacred. 

'l 
!lmosteevfrythiJg that was once revered is now debUJtked and profaned 

~ verything except reverence; 

Ear •a~y a~~'°'~ ao sanctity in marriage, 

in the home 

i the family relationship 
/11,to ,...a.-e_, 

in }rnewi, F1gnts even in life itself• 
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To revive the sense of the holy and make it the ~otivating power 

in the li. · .iiJutmlfut..ai.lllt aor~ liI. e of our: youth, will take ~ aore 
d- B~ k;~S--- CQ_, h -...~. c;-.__ ~ <I b;.z., c c (";:.JS" a....,.._____~ 

than eseasa ' l exposu es to a wor s hip s er"l/ice. 

I ca.11 Oll you to CO · it your s elf to a working Judais 

a participatory Judais in which children are trained 

by the example 0f par en ts; a Juctaisa m.1UU1•IDilmmm,.-mmagmaaalmm.l!rbt.&11lll!l.•mm.hag 

which is aot just an a 11.ua.1 eeting of religi v_,s stock-holders but 

a. life structured ••·il• by the ethical aila11.11Jlus and sp iritual 
,,t'/., S'0 ~J, ~ I,; (di n " 

i ~ev..{~J s.tai d~rds of a tradi tio::a which is 119onsul ted every; d~, /,L . cl&..~- t.-4- c -l'..-. ' .s 
• rQ..S I~"!- • 14:::t;"e~ 'die ✓ ~ .~--r '1:"' ~'- c ~ .i-.....,, c,,...Jd.o...... . fs '/..J..e-~ ~ w.,e(),t_ ~ c.____, 

,~~Jud.ais n.;, I o l.f 22 years ago hact th power of er a ti:n.g a ~'f- L 
I ~~ •~(),,./ ll s- . Wn...._. 
:n.ew Stater ..1.. 1., can -~urely cr ~ate a state of ruind l.,11 : each ef 'bl.S c~~ 

·,').!. ~ 1, ~ ,c;;-J;- '1 , 1 ·CR. 
wh,i0a will - i CiGi ~Ldea.L ends and. J:!UrpoSes 101 !\fit ·a ':w J 

11Ha-=:.:eJifJ)licd t lie~~~__,· ell t, ~ ciZ,_ <-v (( ,.....,.,f--,,,,._,__/:fa 
~ I . p ,er w fi__ ~ ~ f ~c/ • 
~ia ealth. f~ 

e wise shall nut 

that 

Golda Meir once cvuiiaed tu as all pa rty of Am erican Jewish 

l ead.els that ui:zzaapzztiw- pp L bhu s Ji o H,, delicate s1. tua. tio:n.. 

for which sh had not yet foun~ a cti~lo atic solu tion. Each year 
•cJ-"~ 

a coupl e vI tnvusanct Africa.A stud~nts explore every fac e t oi Isra eli 
~ ~....., 

life lookincS for 1t11.,rac mmm.ma.aaa success experience whicn could~ 
'l 

aprlied );z Lnfil4 to proo.1c; s vf Gne1.r own newly i ndependent nations. 

Tl ey assUJZte that all tney nave to do is to copy' Israel's way of 

handli.g th e &ituation in order to duplicate her success. 

But, ex.rJlai ~ed Mrs. M ir, the .1 e 1.s one basic error i:n. their 

r eas 0ni~g. They believe that all we have accomplished i• 

Israel was done in tne 2 decades since our independ ence. 

They look rather puzzl a wn e . I try to explain to thea that 

1.t all oegan 3,§uO years ago." 



But .Let hi tnat glorietn, g.Lory in th .... s 

'ina t he u a.erst.anueth a.uc.. knoweth me, 

Tne Gou vl 



/ 
/ 
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THE KEY 
By Rabbi Joshua 0. Haberman 

October 9, 1970 

KOL NIDRE, 1970 

I once read a short story--the name of the author and the title escape me. 
One scene in that story has haunted me ever since. The author, riding in 
the coach section of a train, is seated behind two young m~n and over­
hears the conversation. Both are evidently college student: 

"And what do you want next?" asked one. 

The other answered.: "My own car." 

"And then?" 

"Get engaged." 

"And then?" 

"Graduate." 

"And then?" 

"Get married." 

"And then?" 

"A job, a house and kids." 

"And then?" 

"How do I know?" Why <tj_o you ask s uch foolish questions?'.' 

But is it foolish to ask, "And then? " 

Are we not all, each in his own mind, getting around to this question, as 
we sit h~re and review our own life? We take stock of the past year and 
reconsider our whole career--and now that we have gotten along in life so 
far, what is the next step? What is the next goal? .... And then? 

Some mf us have run out of goals to reach. Life is getting to be a repeat 
performance., Where is the challenge? What comes next may be worse than 
boredom: aimlessness, loss of purpose, futility. Have you run out of 
answers to the question: "And then?" 

◄. 

What we're talking about 
primarily b~ middle aged 
of existentfal impasse. 
rut , "burned out . " 

is a condition which, in the past, was experienced 
people, often of conspicuous success, as a sort 
Suddenly all things turn stale. They feel in a 

.. 
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THE PROBLEM 

Many of our younger people share this mood today: a sen·se of aimlessness, 
a lack of. challenge, and futility. It is part of the dominant mood of 
America. This is a "strange" generation: successful in all the categories 
by which success has been measured for centuries: 

Best Educated; 
Equipped with the most powerful political system; 
Most affluent--yet uncertain, self doubting--and there are many whose 

aimlessness has turned to despair, who are dropping out, escaping into 
narcotic fantasies. 

The tragedy of a great country, intelligent, powerful and rich, yet feel­
ing defeated, is not an altogether new phenomenon. Jeremiah speaks of 
such a moqa. in }1is day. The world was heading for collision. Two super 
powers we.rte preparing for awful confrontation: Babylonia to the east 
and Egypt in the west. And as everyone was asking, as we ask today, how 
will it end and what is there to rely upon, Jeremiah gave the following 
answer: 

Let 'not the wise man glory in his knowledge. 
Let not the mighty man glory in his might. 
Let not the rich man glory in his riches. 
But let him that glorieth glory in this: 

That he understandeth and knoweth me 
The God of mercy, justice and righteousness. 

(Jer. 9.23) 

Jeremiah is relevant .to our personal and national condition. You can have 
intelligence and education. You can have power and a political system as 
good as the world has ever known. You can have wealth--and still have a 
crushing sense of failure because the essential thing is missing. 

After all the great achievements in science, technology, political growth 
and economic wealth, the nation seems to have lost the key to security, 
confidenqe, peace and a sense of purpose: 

Let not the wise man glory in his knowledge. 
Let not the mighty man glory in his might. 
Let not the rich man glory in his riches. 

Nothing is of benefit to the individual or to the nation, without the key-­
namely. character and moral and spiritual power. Lacking that 2 you have 
nothifg. 

In the process of documenting our thesi.s we must overthrow some of our most 
cherished notions. 

,, 
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BEYOND POLITICS 

A widely held assumption is that the level of violence in the country is 
proportionate to repression. We are told that tyranny creates conditions 
favorable to explosive, revolutionary violence. Despite all this prattle 
about America being an "oppressive"country, no one in his right mind would 
call the United States· of the 195O 1 s and 6O 1 s a tyranny or a dictatorship. 
Freedom of assembly and speech have never been more used and abused than 
in these decades. Intolerable obscenities and disruptions are being 
tolerated. A noisy minority can mercilessly heckle even the President 
of the United States. The one point on which all research papers on 
student militancy have agreed so far is that the typical member of the 
radical SDS comes from a highly permissive home. Certainly ours is the 
most toleFant society in American history, yet we have experienced a huge 
escalation of violence in our time. There does not seem to be a con­
stitutional or purely political answer. Then, where is the answer? Why 
cannot the most stable democracy in history produce civic concord and 
confidence? 

LET NOT THE MIGHT MAN GLORY IN HIS MIGHT! 

Whatever the political system or structure, it cannot be stronger than its 
foundation in the moral and spiritual life of its people. When the founda­
tion crumbles, the whole structure, the whole social order, disintegrates. 

BEYOND ECONOMICS 

Another sacred cow in the American creed has to do with the almighty dollar. 
In the American way, the solution of most problems carries the dollar sign. 
We talk about re-arranging national priorities and think of it primarily as 
a financial operation, shifting so many billions of dollars from one column 
to another in our national budget. How sound is the .assumption that money 
is the chief answer to the racial problem, to social conflict, to crime and 
delinquency? 

Take crime, for example. Its sharpest increase has occurred precisely in 
these post-depression decades when the United States achieved its highest 
prosperity. And where is the crime rate rising fastest? Not in the 
nation's worst poverty pockets, the Mississippi Delta and the Appalachian 
Region, but in the most prosperous Metropolitan areas and in the wealthiest 
suburbs no less than in the inner city--Money alone is not the medicine for 
social ills. 

Neither is it, for our children, the source of fulfillment and the driving 
force for achievement, and the measuring yard of success as it used to be. 

◄. 

Our sons and daughters show little enthusiasm for plush living. They stay 
away in droves from the gilded ghettos of country clubs and luxury resorts. 
Salary or income are no longer the first considerations in the choice of a 
career. And to the horror of their elders, too many of these children of 
prosperity deliberately seek out poverty as vagabonds, dressed in rags, 
bedrugged and bedraggled. Where is the . power of money to solve our social 
problems? Where is the power of money to satisfy the deep dis~ontent of our 
youth? 
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0 LET NOT THE RICH MAN GLORY IN HIS RICHES! 

It is not in the power of the purse to give our children a sense of purpose. 
It is not in the power of the purse to lift the morale of a society which 
has been polluted by hatred and crime. 

BEYOND EDUCATION 

A century ago, Horace Mann used to run up and down the country, preaching 
the gospel of salvation through education. Build schools, he said, and 
you will .magnify prospertiy, happiness, civic peace and m?rality. 

Never in all the history of civilization has any nation produced a system 
of e~~ti~n the like of which we may boast of today. Are we boasting? 
Threl;Joos for college president go begging. The acting president of 
Stamford University said: "Any man who wants to take charge of an educa­
tional institution nowadays, probably belongs in an institution of 
another sort." 

Now what about the students? Are they achieving happiness, peace and moral 
improvement? Never have eyes beheld a more disturbed, perplexed and angrier 
lot. A New York Times report on Harvard in 1970 quotes a representative 
student: 

"Seven out of ten people I know are going to a psychiatrist." 

Some of the brightest and most idealistic students are openly calling for 
rebellion. The moderate majority trusts nobody, not even their own scale 
of values. Even science, long the idol of American education, is in 
retreat. ,The number of Harvard graduates choosing careers in science 
declined 60 percent during the last five years. 

On every campus the dropout rate has risen sharply--so has drug addiction 
and suicide. One of our leading intellectuals, Professor Irving Kristal, 
declared l'.\'Cently before the Association of American Colleges: 

' ,L 

"I have a son who is now preparing to enter college and frankly, 
I'm heartsick at the thought that this young man is going to 
have to live through four years at one of our institutions of 
higher learning." 

LET NOT THE WISE MAN GLORY IN HIS WISDOM. 
LET _NOT THE MIGHTY MAN GLORY IN HIS MIGHT. 
LET NOT THE RICH MAN GLORY IN HIS RICHES. 

◄. 
Why do the enormous educational, political and economic resources of the 
United States fall short of delivering a meaningful, decent and secure 
way of life? 

.. 
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THE KEY TO RECOVERY 

The answer is suggested in the story of three gentlemen who were 
registered in a New York hotel. Returning very late one night, 
they discovered to their dismay that all the elevators were out of 
order. The room which they occupied together happened to be on the 
60th floor . There was no choice but to use the stairway. As they 
started up, one of them said: "We have a long climb ahead and in 
order to pass time more quickly I suggest that each of us do something. 
I have a pretty good voice, so I'm going to sing songs for the first 
20 floors. · "And you," he turned to the second one, "you have a 
good sense of humor. Suppose you tell us jokes the next 20 flights." 
"And you," he said to the third, "are kind of serious--so tell us sad 
stories from there on to the top." 

The suggestion was accepted. As they started up the long climb, the 
first sang every song he knew until they reached the 20th floor. 
Then, the second entertained them with jokes until they reached the 
40th floor. Th_en the third took over as they kept climbing. 

"Now it is my. turn to tell sad stories," he said, "and I shall begin 
by telling you--as he fumbled in his pockets--that I have left the 
key downstairs." 

So it is with many of us in life. So it is with America today: After 
climbing up to high levels of succeqS:, in many many areas_;we discover that 
we haven't got the key to a;l._l th t makes your fellow citizens secure and 
safe to live with. We havJ-:-( st t'ne" values which inspired former 
gen~j9ns to strive for excellence, and live productive lives. We 
hav,eTo's1 tEt ii.oral and spiritual power which motivates effort, sacrifice, 
compassion, fairness and reverence between man and man. 

Let not the wise man glory in his knowledge. 
Let not the mighty man glory in his might. 
Let not the rich man glory in his riches. 
But let him that gloriet~, glory in this 

That he understandeth and knoweth Me 
The God of mercy, justice and righteousness. 

(Jer. 9.23) 

JEWISH VULNERABILITY 

We Jews are the people most closely identified with the moral and spiritual 
traditio1f. which, through the· Bible, provided the basic values and motivation 
for our civilization. What is the Jewish contribution today to the desperately 
needed moral and religious revival in our country? 

, 
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Governor Scranton opens the recently issued report of the President's 
Commission on Campus Unrest with an assessment of the situation: 

"The crisis on American campuses has no parallel in the 
history of the nation." 

Fortunately for us, the President's Commission does not identify the 
ethnic background of student leaders who are most responsible for 
violence on the American campus. But, if we Jews ever issued our own 

. report on campus unrest, it would reveal two highly embarrassing facts: 

First, it would show that if there are any moral or spiritual values in 
Judaism, our boys and girls are so ignorant of them as to be virtually 
incapable of contributing any of these to the moral and spiritual life 
of the campus. 

Secondly, it would reveal that the Jewish proportion among the most 
radical, disruptive and destructive militants on the campus is very, 
very high. 

It was bad enough that we had to supply an Art Goldberg as Mario Savio's 
chief lieutenant at Berkeley and a Mark Rudd to head up the insurrection 
at Columbia; fortified by his mother's home-made chicken soup; but far 
worse is the involvement of young Jews in the most vicious terrorist 
actions, of which they boast as great acts of idealism. 

Thus, is it not painful for us to hear that one of the suspects in the 
brutal slaying of a Boston policeman, father of nine children, by a 
gang of revolutionary students who staged the armed robbery of the Boston 
State ~treet Bank was a Philadelphia student named Michael Saul Fleisher? 

Is it not painful for us to learn that in the recent bombing of the 
Mathematics Center at Madison, Wisconsin, which demolished one of the 
most advanced nuclear laboratories and claimed the life of a young 
scientist, one of the four suspects is David Sylvan Fine of Wilmington, 
Delaware? 

A prophetfr warning issued a decade ago by Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver of 
Cleveland has been fulfilled: 

"What we should fear most," he said, "is the rise of a genera­
tion of clever, restless Jews of quick ferment and high voltage, 
rooted in no religious tradition, reverent of no moral code, 
ignorant of all Jewish learning and held to social responsibility 
by n'-t_ inner spiritual restraint, who will rage and bluster all 
over the American scene, from literature and art to politics 
and government, and will commit their fellow-Jews in the eyes 
of the American people. Such floating mines are a danger to 
any people, but especially to a minority group. Some of the 
mines are already exploding." 

.. • 
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PARENTAL FAILURE RESPONSIBLE FOR YOUTH'S ALIENATlON 

And if you ask, my friends, how did we produc·e such a generation of 
Jewish youth, the answer is, who should know better than you? 

Your sons and daughters, most likely, cannot name a singie member of 
the family who is intellectually engaged in Judaism and under an 
effective spiritual discipline in his daily life. Your children, with 
the rarest exception, never see truly committed, authentic Jews. All 
they can _ see is a diluted version or perversion of Judaism, an extremely 
easy-going religion, one which does not interfere with leisure, sleep, 
or television; which calls for no study, no observance, no sacrifice; 
the religion of self-pampering people. How could such a feather-weight 
Judaism win respect or devotion from our young people? 

They crave a life that would challenge their idealism, but we have failed 
them. We are not showing them a distinctive way of life. We are not 
transmitting the Torah to our children. Jewish education will never 
be a high priority for our sons and daughters if it is not a high priority 
for adults as well. · 

MY FRIENDS, THE NATION AND OUR PEOPLE ARE IN A GRAVE CRISIS. 

Something precious has been lost in our way of life. We may now pin-point 
our loss: It is the loss of the Holy or Sacred. Ours is a time of 
desanctification, a time of desecration. Almost everything that was once 
revered is now debunked and profaned by a generation whom we taught 
everything except reverence. They see no sanctity in marriage, in the 
home, in the family relationship; no sanctity in morals, even in life 
itself. 

To revive the sense of the Holy and make it the motivating power in the 
moral life of our youth will take much more than a Bar Mitzvah or Confirma­
tion and occasional exposures to a worship service. 

COMMITMENT TO A "WORKING" JUDAISM 

I call on you tonight to commit yourself to a working Judaism, to a 
participatory Judaism in which chi'ldren are trained by the example of 
parents; a Judaism which is not just an annual meeting of religious 
stockholders, but a life structured by the ethical and spiritual 
standards of a tradition which is studied and consulted and taken 
seriously every day, a Judaism which is sufficiently respected so that no 
one coJplains when holidays fall on week days or conflict with school 
days. 'If our Judaism, only 22 years ago, had the power of creating a 
new state for our people, it can surely ~reate a new state of mind in 
each of us which will invest our life with a sense of exalted purpose. 
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Golda Meir once confided to a small party of American Jewish leaders 
that she had a peculiar predicament - a communication problem with 
a group of rather important visitors in Israel. Each year a couple 
of thousand black African students explore every facet of Israeli life, 
looking £or success experiences which they could apply t? problems of 
their own newly independent nations. They assume that all they have 
to do is to copy Israel's way of handling the situation, in order to 
duplicate her success. But, explained Mrs.Meir, there is one basic 
error in their reasoning. These young Africans believe that all we 
have accomplished in Israel was done in the last two decades since 
our independence . They look rather puzzled, said Mrs . Meir, when I 
try to explain to them that it all began 3,500 years ago. 

You do not understand the miracle that is Israel if you try to explain 
it as a triumpq of technology, military valor or clever investment 
policy of the last two decades. The secret of Israel's strength is 
the character and faith of the Jewish people developed in thousands 
of years. 

Similarly~ the foundation of the civilization of America is not science, 
not politics, not natural resources, but in the Biblical faith and 
ethics which charted the nation's course from Plymouth Rock to the 
@'g_mmitment by th€}founding fathers of this republic ,(that this was to 
be a government of law, not of men ~ If this Biblisal faith in the 
sanctity of law, in the sanctity of rights, in the sanctity of duties, 
which is the foundation of America -- if this goes -- then the culture, 
the political freedom and all the wealth -- will go down with it. Therefore, 

Let not the wise man glory in his knowledge. 
Let not the mighty man glory in his might. 
Let not the rich man glory in his riches. 
But let him that glorieth, glory in this: 

That he understandeth and knoweth Me 
The God of mercy, justice and righteousness. 

(Jer. 9.23) 

AMEN 

.. 
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/ THE KEY 
By Rabbi Joshua o. Habennan 

October 9, 1970 

_.... ~ 

I once read a short stor~he name of the author -c;, <•.,le.. 

escapes me 
0 

has 

haunted me ever since. Tne author, riding in the coach 

section of a train, is seated behind two young men and 

overhears the conversation. Both are evidently college 

students: 

"And what do you want next?" asked one 

~other answered: "My own car. " ..,..,._ ___ 7 
- --- -- .. -

"And then?" 

---.. 

~~ 
"And then?" 

~ te~ 

"And then?" 

< "Get married.'~--.,:')------~ -
"And then?" 
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11 A job, a house and kids. 11 ~ 

'E t~ ~~---7~~d 
"How do I know?" 

do y o._ -
"Whyl\ ask such foolish qt.est ions?" 

But is it foolish to ask, "And then?" --~~ 
91 , es ti) - ~ 

Are we not alJ e ach in his own mind, getting around 

this questinnJas we sit here and review our own life!-' 

~ take stock of the past year and reconsider our whole 

careerl--&d now that we have gotten along in life so far, 

to 

what is the next step? 

And then? 

What is the next goal? •••• 

Some of us have run out of goals to reach. Life is 

-

repeat performance. 'ti:ter, i; S; Uze-,rl.,.//e"J-L 1:-
J What comes 

next may be worse than boredom: aimlessness, ~~-1-lllff -
loss of purpose, futility. Have you run out 

of answers to the qustion,: And Then? 
~at -- ~ 

..,we're talking about is a condition which, in the 

past, was experienced primarily by middle aged people, often 

as f . . 1 of conspicuous success, •llillll••• a sort o ex1stent1a 

impasse. Suddenly all things turn stale. They feel in a 

rut," burned out." 

Many of our yrun&er people share this mood today: 
a f~cL ~C'fl~lleh_s.e....,, 

sense of aimlessness_. fut:'ility. It is part of the 
~ ~ 

dominant mood of America. This is~eration: • 

a 

successful in all the categories by which success -----



-3-

has been measured for centuries: 

Best educated, 

Equipped with the most powerful political system, 

Mo,$~ affluent --yet 

uncertain, self doubting--and there are many whose aim­
wlea~ 

lessness has turned to despair,Adropping out, escaping 

into narcotic fantasies. 

The tragedy of a great country, intelligent, power-

ful and rich, yet fee ling defeated, is not~ l together new -11he.n oU/4.eno,.,.__, 

Jeremiah speaks of such a mood in his day. The world was 

heading for collision. Two super powers were preparing 

for awful confrontation: Babylonia to the east and Egypt 

in the west. And as everyone was asking, as we ask today, 

how will it end and what is there to rely upon, Jeremiah 

gave the following answer: 

Let not the wise man glory in his knowledge. 

Let not the mighty man glory in his might. -
Let not the rich man glory in his riches. 

But let him that glorieth glory in this: 

That he understandeth and knoweth me 

The God of mercy, justice and righteousness. 
(Jer. 9.23) 

is a,,•l•v~,,. #- 4-o o .. ...- d 
Jeremiah . !l■■mmil ..... personal LL I aM 

nati:nal condition. You can have intelligence and education. 

You can have power and a political system as good as the 

world has ever known. You can keaxe have wealth---and 

still have a crushing sense of failure because the essential 

-tl.:d is ,-i ss'c}. 
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After all the great achievements 

in science, technology, political growth and economic 

wealth, the nation seems to have lost the key to security, 

confidence, peace and a sense of purpose: 

Let not the wise man glory in his knowledge. 

Let not the mighty man glory in his might. 

Let not the rich man glory in his riches. 

r r i I 
1 . . t. l :I 7 WotAa,J is of 

benefit to the individual or to the natio9t·without the key--

namely, character, and moral and spiritual power. Lacking 

that , you have nothing. J 113i 
I~ -tl.t o r-oce,Jj .. ..:r.. d~c~ ~..,-I;"',__ 

our thesis. eue, 'hi ..,st" ..._,, - ---- -- -----

, overthrow some of our 

most cherished notions. ~[Yo N r) 1'0t..tTI e,5 

A widely held assumption is that the levft./of violence in 

the country is proportionate to repression. We are told that 

tyranny creates conditions favorable to explosive, revolu­

tionary violence. Despite all this prattle about America 
. \\ . II being an oppressive country, no one in his right mind would 

call the United States of the 19SO's and 60's a tyranny or 

a dictatorship. Freedom of assembly and speech have never 

been more used and abused than in these decades. Intolerable 

obscenities and disruptions are being tolerated. • 
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A noisy minority can mercilessly heckle even the President of 

the United States. The one oint on which all research 

papers on student militancy have agreed so far is that the 
1Ct r~d;,K. 

typical member of~SDS comes from a highly permissive home. 

Certainly ours is the most tolerant society in Ame:i.can 

history, yet we have experienced a huge escalation of 
i• ... , .. i~. 

violenceA There does not seem to be a constitutional or 

purely political answer. Then, where is the answer? ..,. -II the most p 5 , I • I p ta t its IV . 

1 ' Why cannot the most stable democracy in history ) 

produce civic concord and confidence? 

LET NOT THE MIGHTY MAN GLORY IN HIS MIGHT1 

Whatever the political system or structure, it cannot 

be stronger than its foundation in the moral and spiritual 

life of its people. When the foundation crumbles, the whole 
,._,. w I.It.. sor; .,,(. o "~,4-c/.·.r ;._ 1.,u,,_4. 

structure __., s. -<T • 
~ ; 

Ecowo~tcJ 
'~fY~ El , It: 

Another sacred cow in the American creed has to do with 

the almighty dollar. In the American way, the solution of 

most problems carries the dollar sign. We talk about re­

arranging national priorities and think of it primarily as 
~ .£; V' c\ '-'C~ ~ 3'k · nay operation, shifting so many billions of 

© lltV 
dollars from one column to another in ~ national budget. 

How sound is the assumption that money is the chief answer 

to the racial problem, to social conflict, to crime and 

delinquency? 



-6-

Take crine, for example. Its sharpest increase 

has occurred precisely in these post-depression decades 

when the United States achieved its highest pros,erity. 

And h . h . ta ta:, . f _-,Jn N . h . , were is t e crime~rising ast~\• ot int e nations 

~orst poverty pockets, the Mississippi Delta and the Appala­

chian Region, but in the most prosperous Metropolitan areas -and in the wealthiest suburbs no less than in the inner city --

Money alone is not the medicine 

for social ills. 

Neither is i'lfor our children/the source of fulfillment 

and the driving force for achievement)and the measuring yard 
.;\S 

of success~t used to be. 

Our sons and daughters show little enthusiasm for plush 

living. They stay away in droves from the gilded ghettos 

<C>untry blubs and luxury resorts. Sa lary or income are no 

longer the first considerations in the choice of a6areer. 

And to the horror of their elders, too many of these 

children of prosperity deliberately seek out poverty as 

vagabonds, dressed in rags, bedrugged and bedraggled. 

of 

Where is the power of money to solvef our social problems '-:- hit...~ ,5 
-fl.e;,av e,v..t.._~ ~~ 
~to satisfy tne deep discomnt of our youth? 

0 LET NOT THE RICH MAN GLORY IN HIS RICHES! 

It ij not in thepower of the purse to give our children 
1-t- ,-5 ?I o-r,..,._;-fR-, ~-a/ /JJ-~ 

a sense of purpose,a:!tii~to lift the mora1e of• a society 

which has been polluted by hatred and crime. 
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A century ago, Horace Mann used to run up and down the 

country, preaching the gospel of salvation through education. 

Build schools, he said, and you will magnify prosperity, 

happiness, civic peace and morality. 

Never in all the hisnry of civilization has any nation 
a 

produced - system of education the like of which we may 

boast of today. Are we boasting? --~---·--

300 jobs for college president 

go begging. The acting president of Stamford University 

said: "Any man who wants to take charge of an educational 

institution nowadays, probably belongs in an institution 

of another sortf." 

Now what about the students? Are they achievingo:v 

happiness, peace and moral im}rovement? Never have eyes 

beheld a more disturbed, perplexed and angrier lot. A New 

York Times report on Harvard in 1970 quotes a representative 

student: 

"Seven out of ten people I know are going to a 

psychiatrist." 

Some of the brightest and most idealistic students are ore-I) 
calling for rebellion. The moderate majority trusts nobody, 

not even their own scale of values, 

Even science, long theidol of American 

education, is in retreat. The number of Harvard graduates 

choosing careers in science declined 60 percent 

during the last five years. 
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0n every campus the dropout rate has risen sharply-- -'- / 
o tt~ e-f o "'r I e.M:l ;-.., , .. -, e lle"T"'" ~ 

so has drug addiction and suicide. I\ Prof. Irving Kristol 

declared recently before the association of American Colleges: 

"Ihave a son who is now preparing to enter college 

and frankly, I'm heartsick at the thought that this 

young man--is going to have to live through four 

~ears at one of our institutions of higher learning." 

LET NOT THE WISE MAN GLORY IN HIS WISDOM 

LET NOT THE MIGHTY MAN GLORY IN HIS MIGHT 

LET NOT THE RICH MAN GLORY IN HIS RICHES. 

Why do educational, political and 

economic resources of the United States fall short of 

delivering a meaningful, decent and secu~~~~r of life? 
0--Jf l{t"Y ,o ~[CCVtfA..Y ~ 10, s 

The a swer is sug0 es tea. 1. tne story of t •ee geri t..lle en. who were 

regi5te1ea i a New York hotel. Retur i g very late one night, 

they a.1.scovered to their disaay that all the elevatora were out of order. 

·-fi{e room which they occupied together happened to be on 

the 60th floor. There was no choice but to use the 

stairway. As they started up, one of them said: "We 

have a long climb ahead and in order to pass time more 

quickly I suggest that each of~s do something. I have 

a pretty good voice, so I'm going to sing songs for the 

first 20 floors. "And you," he turned to the second one,~•~ 

.«ave a good sense ofhumor. Suppose you tell us jokes 

the next 20 flights~ 'And you," he said to the third, 

"are kind of serious--so tell us sad stories from there 

on to the top." 
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The suggestion was accepted. As they started up 

the long climb, the first sang every song he knew until 

they reached the 20th floor. Th th en,, e second entertained 

them with jokes until they reached the 40th floor. Then 

the third took over as they kept climbing. 

"Now it i's my t t 11 d urn o te sa stories," he saidJ 

'\ l•.,._.. "and I shall begin by telling you ---as kr4'-~l•l 
••ha~p~that r6left the key downstairs." 

So it is with many of us in life. So it is with 

Americaf today: After 

success · 
it1 ,._..." 

~ 

to high levels of 

we discover that 

we haven't got the key to a meaningful life after all. 

We have lost the key to all that ml::~ f1 11't"' C :f :at~J 
secure and safe to live with. We have lost the values 

which inspired former generations to strive for excellence, 

s 
• We have lost the moral and 

spiritual power which lmllXXixxxax motivates effort, 

sacrifice, compassion, fairness and reverence between 

man and man. 
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~tr:f 
Let not the wise man glory in his knowledge. 

Let not the mighty man glory in his might. 

Let not the rich man glory in his riches. 

But let him that glorieth, glory in this 

That he understandeth and knoweth Me 

The God of mercy, justLce and righteousness. 
56~1/l._ (Jer. 9.23) 

tS$ 1 IP @J \J LI (At f CU\ '31 kl T t ll1£.. ~ 
Jews are the people most closeyidentified 

with the moral and spiritual traditi -n which, through the 

Bible, provided the basic values and motivation for our 
"'4od•.>' 

civilization. What is the Jewish contributionAto the 

desperately needed moral and religious revival in our CO«M,j ~ 

't Gove:nor Scranton opens the recently issued report 

of the President's Connnission on Campus Unrest with an 

assessment of the situation: 

"The crisis on American campuses has no parallel in 

the history of the nation." 

Fortunately for us, the Presiaent's Commission-9=­

does not identify the ethnic background of 

student leaders who are most responsible for violence on 

cne American campus. But, if we Jews ever issued our own 

report on campus unrest, it would reveal two highly 

embarrassing facts: 

-



-11-

First, it would show that if there are any moral 

or spiritual values in Judaism, our boys and girls are 
v,vtr... ~ //rd-; 

so ••■ ignorant of them as to be p incapable 

of contributing any of these to the moral and spiritual 

life of the campus. 

Secondly, it would reveal that the Jewish proportion 

among the most radical
1

disruptive and destructive militants 

on the campus is very, very high. 

It was bad enough\ that we had to supply an Art 

Goldberg as Mario Savio's chief lieutenant at Berkeley 

and a Mark ~udd to head up the insurrection at Columbi~ fA.f-ed h;; 
ks .~ ftJ..,,. •s ho ~-1'1't,,cle. r-h.,.•cke-s() ~ , 
But far worse is the involvement of young Jews in the most 

vicious terrorist actions, of which they boast as great 

acts of idealism. 
}5 ;f-~cf-

Thus, 1~ painful for us to hear that one of the 

suspects in the brutal slaying of a Boston policeman, father 

of nine children, by a gang of revolutionary students who 

staged the armed robbery of the Boston State Street Bank 
"'~""•d was a Philadelphia studentA Michael Saul Fleisher?-

i , 1 t -,, o i-1' a.: >'t.,H ~ - 1-t, I e c\ f' .,__ t-'1 ,).,, f- ; ~ 
!\the recent bombing of the Mathematics Center at Madison, 

"""' :&/._ Wisconsin,~demolished one of the most advanced nuclear 

laboratories and claimed the life of a young scientist; 

.-One of the four suspects is David Sylvan Fine, ✓ 

- of Wilmington, Delaware. 
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A prophetic warning issued 

a decade ago by Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver of Cleveland~~, Lete. f1ilflleJ.: 
"What h ld f 4. S.;tdh · f · we sou ear most/\is e rise o a generation 

of clever, restless Jews of quick ferment and high voltage, 

rooted in no religious tradition, reverent of no moral 

code, ignorant of all Jewish learning and held to social 

responsibility by no inner spiritual restraint,twho will 

rage and bluster all over the American scene from literature 
} 

and art to politics and government, and will commit their 

fellow-Jews in the eyes of the American people. Such 

floating minis are a danger to any people, but especially 

to a minority &WP• Some of the mines are already .11. 1 j'j. , . ,---

. ., ,, f AILLJt€ ll l:$"PUI\/ s I i}lt ro IL 't01/71f '> ,, ~, ~N l'j T' I/IV 
exploding." - :e.,. s d 

J } /f t"O kC:e.,.,, 
And if you as~how did we••• such a generation of 

Jewish youth, the answer is, who should know better than 

you? 

Your sons and daughters, most likely, cannot name a -
single member of the family who is intellectually engaged 

in Judaism and under an effective spiritual discipline in 

his daily life. Your children, with the rarest exception, 

-t ►;'{ .<1'j\"';1tedh . J Al 1 . ~ never see , aut entic ews. they can see is WI\ 
ddk-kd 

version or perversion of Judaism, ••••• an 4.1.~tt-tl' 

easy-going religion, one which does not interfere with 

11,tsure, sleep, or television; which calls for no study, 

no observance, no sacrifice; the religion of self-pampering 
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.2eople. How could such a feather-wei~ht Judaisa win respect 
or aevotio• froa our y0uag people? 

They crave a lire tnat would challe ge their idealisa, but 

we have failed thea. W are not showi•g thea a distinctive way 

We are ot tra•saitting the Torah to our children. of life. 

Jewish education will ever be a high priority for our sons and 

daughters if it is not a high priority for adults as well. 

MY F lcl~DS, Th~ NATION AND OUk PEOPLE AHE IN A GRAVE CRISIS • 

.1,'Something precious has been lost" in our way of 

life. We may nOY pin-point .... loss: It is the loss of 

the Holy or Sacred. Ours is a tine of desanctification,~ -#.1tce. i 
de.se,t~iio~,Almost everything that was once revered is now debunked and 

profaned by a generation whom we taught everything except 

I 
reverence. They see no sanctity in marriage, in the home, f - 'ho saf c4-:l_y 
in the family relationship;!\ in morals, even in life itself." 

To revive the sense of the Holy and make it the 

motivating power in the moral life of our youth, will take 

much more than a Bar Mitzvah or Confirmation 

occasional exposures to a worship service. ,, v ,, J ?d/J /1~ 
,tcw;,vr-s.t COMf11yft t'1/T:T() A- WO /J...,. WI-.,_ \I k,.11 -, ... 

I call on you~to commit yourself to a working Judaism, 

-{pa participatory Judaism, in which children are trained by 

the example of parents; a Judaism which is not just an 



• 
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annual meeting of religious stockholders, but a life 

structured by the ethical and spiritual standards of 
# tt,,J i <? he ..... s£t.: C1,,, ~/ / 

a tradition which is studied and consulted. every day, 
II 

a Judaism which is sufficiently respected so that no 

one complains when - holidays fall on week days or 

conflict with school days. If our Judaism, only 22 years 

ago, had the power of creating a new state for our people, 

.k can surely create a new state of mind in each of us 

which will invest our life with a sense of exalted 

purpose. 

Golda Meir once confided to a small party of American 
~ ec"' , .. ~"'" f re.. c:1-: ( ~ - ~ «rlrt"l:"P" 

Jewish leaders that she had ~onnnunication problem with 

a~ group of rather important visitors in Israel. 
6l~ck.,. 

Each year a couple of thousand~African students explore 

every facet of Israeli life, looking for success experiences 

which they could apply to problems of their own newly 

independent nations. They assume that all they have to do 

is to copy Israel's way of handling the sitution, in order 

to duplicate her success. But, explained Mrs. Meir, there 

is one basic error in their reasoning. These young --.. 
Africans believe that all we have accomplished in Israel ,~r 
was dom in theAtwo decades since our independence. They 

~J ►J A4e,ir 
look rather puzzle~when I try to explain to them that it 

all began 3,500 years ago. 
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You do not understand the miracle which is Israel if 

you try to explain it••• as a triumph of technology, 
fif tu l•sf J.. de fad.ts. 

military valor or clever investment polic~ The secret 

of Israel's strength is the character and faith of the 

Jewish people devloped in thousands of years. 

Similarly, the foundation of the civilization of 

America is not science, not politics, not natural -resources, but in the Biblical faitha.bd.ethics which 

charted the nation's course from Plymouth Rock to the 
of tl,i,.-s re-,,~ v 

commitment by the founding fathers that this was to be 

' A GOVE...,...NMENT F LA,1 NOT GE' Mr..N . If this Biblical faith 

i the sa ctity of lB.w, in the sa:a.ct.tty 0f rights, in. the 

saactity u1 duties, 

if tis goes, ---tne 

and all thew alth 

wnich is the foUlldation of Aaerica 

th culture, the political fr e edo• 
ol Ok,,.._ 

wi~l go~with it. -....~Ore.,~ 

Let not the wise man glory in his knowledge. 

Let not the mighty man glory in his might. 

Let not the rich man glory in his riches 

But let him that glorieth, glory in this: 

That he understandeth and knoweth Me 

The God of mercy, justice and righteousness. 
(Jer. 9.23) 

AMEN 




