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A THEOLOGICAL INTRODUCTION TO ROSH HASHONAH
An Analysis of the Greeting, "May You Be Inscribed"
Rabbi Joshua 0. Haberman
September 18, 1970

If you're busy addressing your Rosh Hashonha greetings at this time
of the year, you are in good company. It is estimated that American Jews
will be sending this year some 120 million greeting cards to each other
and to friends and relatives around the world. Almost every one of these
cards will contain three Hebrew words: [~ ADN 5%:76ﬂ Ebﬁzjq
The same Hebrew phrase will appear on countless calenders, brochures and
newspaper messages within the next few days and weeks. What do these
three words mean?

A literal translation would say: "MAY YOU BE INSCRIBED FOR A GOOD
YEAR." Inscribed, where? By whom? The reference is to the Book of Life
in which, according to the ancient legend, every creature is recorded.
The concept of a Book of Life is ancient indeed. It is Mosaic in origin
or even earlier. In the Book of ?3odus, in Chapter 32.32, Moses uses
the phrase as a common idiem which, apparently, everyone understood. He
asks that God forgive Israel their sin with the golden calf and epds his
prayer with a moving statement that he would not care to live if his
people were rejected by God. He puts it in these words: "If Thou wilt
not forgive their sin, blot me, I pray Thee, out of Thy Book which Thou
hast written."

There is a suggestion which we get out of the context, that the Book

of Life represents God's decision as to who shall live and who shall die.



2

Psalm 69.29 adds a significant detail of infonmation‘to the concept of the
Book of Life. Referring to enemies and evil doers, the psalmist proposes
to God that "they be blotted out of the book of the living and not be
written with the righteous." This passage suggests that moral considerations
weigh in th&i:aaggment as to who shall live and who shall die.; Thé prophet,
Malachi, in Chapter 3.16, cafirms the idea of "a book of remembrance" before
God in which are recorded not only the decisions as to life or death, but
also the words and the deeds of every righteous man which gppareitlp somehow
figure in the final judgment.

The author of the Mishna, Judaism's second most authoritative book,
the great Rabbi Judah Hanasi, reminds us that

/J‘AJ\:)J 220A ’)’e;aw /;

"all thy deeds are recorded in a book."

Abot L.

If there were any doubt as to whether or not Jews clung to a primitive
myth or used language figuratively and poetically, another Judah, known as
Judah the Pious of the XIIth Century, points out that God is really in no
need of a book of records. THE BOOK OF LIFE, THEN, IS A SYMBOLIC EXPRESSION.
Think, for a moment, about this phrase, "Book of Life'"--what does it suggest
to you?

I see a bundle of time, sewn together in a certain continuity like the
pages of atbook and placed between hard, protective covers.

What ideas spring from this image?

1. THEOLOGICAL DIMENSIONf

There is a theological dimension in which the concept of the Book
of Life suggests at least two points. First, it says something about
the worthwhileness of life, its spiritual significance.

Life, in the biological sense, is self recording. Geologigsts,
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looking at the walls of the Grand Canyon and seeing the different layers of

minerals, read it like a clock of geological evolution. Scientists can

Varoug {bﬂu}ﬁg/;t&‘ ;
date fairly accurately the historical period of by re/af;hat’

2gztiwe their fossilized imprint
formations. Anthropologists can reconstruct LE&EFIFWELP the image of
man's earliest ancestors on the basis of a few fragments of thfdr skeletons.
From such physical remains we have clues of the kind of world that existed
million s éf years ago. But what happened to the feelings and thoughts and
personalities of those countless generations of human beings who preceded
us? Has all the good or evil they did vanished with them? Is there no
trace left of the spiritual life that was? The concept of "The Book of
Life" is an emphatic delcaration that every life counts in its spiritual
sense, that every deed, every word leaves some mark on the pages of
universal time. This notion is a powerful protest against the philosophy
of futility that says "Vanity, all is Vanity!" Especially in this age of
ours, an age of technological super-power which dwarfs the individual man,
we crave reassurance that each life counts. We cannot accept the idea that
the generations of man are just sawdust from the Tree of Life scattered on
the ground. We cannot accept the notion that man is a mere digt{ a number,
a piece, a statistical item of no significance.

On what basis do we protest against individual insignificance? On the
basis of both reason as well as instinct. Judaism's view of history
contradict" the cyclical theory of history which was current in anceint

times and which corresponds to makimm nature's cycles. Pagan mythology
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reflects a tragic sense of Life based upon the ever repetitive cycle of
birth, growth, decay and death. All is repetition and there is no
evolution, no development, no goal, no purpose. The biblical understanding
of history sees events as an accumulation of cause and effect, a line

of evolution, a continuity corresponding to a higher plan. According to
Judaism, the past is always prologue. Our ancester, Jacob, recognized
within himself the cultural heritage of a non-Israelite civilization, ‘@

' said Jacob, referring to Israel's

"A wandering Aramain was my father,'

Mesopotamian background. The pa.f‘f‘ Was fhn{" /osf'. [+ lived in ‘1-‘5 fonSCious hiss,
Not only reason and historical inforﬁation, but our very instinct

rebels against a notion of futility. In one of our b meditations

before the Kaddish prayer we say "Thou hast placed man upon the earth,

bestowed upon him a mind to seek truth, a heart to perceive love and beauty

and Thou wilt not crush it all forever. Our life is more than a watch in

the night, than yesterday when it is past." (Union Prayer Book page T3-Th)

There is & second theological claim suggested by the image of the

hat meed j¢ fhowfor 3 permanput- .
"Book of Life." ...... ,_h:-,:._.‘_v it SR&T record SN af/ f(’l L

-%m:[_t serves as a book of review. All life is
v i
open to inspection. Our sages said: "There is a Judgment and a Judge." / 7/ /-?

Not only is human life sufficiently worthwhile to make a.dent, a permanent

mark on the total record of life, but the moral quality of every individual ®
afi E8Pe likewise makes a difference. The ethical value of every life, deed
or word is part of the total accounting which is one of the great myxkmxXwizx

mysteries of the Divine Mind.
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The feeling of being judged by a higher power, is related to the sense
of total dependence which, according to the German philosopher Schleiermacher,

is the common core of all religion. We all have that creature-feeling which

—

leads gF to the assumption that we stand before a Ereator.

Now, the different religions interpret this creature~feeling in
characteristically different ways. In Islam, for example, man relates to
his Maker in total submission. Man's fate is decreed and there is no
appeal or change possible. Writes Omar Keayyam:

"THE MOVING Finger Writes; and, having writ,

Moves on: Nor all your Piety nor Wit

Shall lure it back to cancel half a Line,

Nor all your Tears wash out a Word of it."

In Judaism}God's Jjudgment is not blind nor is it a decree of tyrranical

O PassioRt i
fate, but the verdict of a wise judge. The decree is entered into the Bock
but may be reversed by the human response, by repentance, by creating new
moral force which alters the entire ethical balance of the world. This
leads us to the very heart of Rosh Hashonah. It is the opening day of the
Court of Judgment, so to speak, at which man is reminded of his opportunity
to affect the course of his own life, to obtain blessings instead ofji?&urse
by choosing that which is good and rejecting that which is evil. The ten
days between Rosh Hashonah and Yom Kippur are the so-called period of grace,
symbolic of man's responsibility and opportunity of altering his fate by
changing the moral balance in the world. Accordingly, the legend says that

the Book of Life is opened on Rosh Hashonah and God's sentence is entered

into it but not until Yom Kippur is the sentence either confirmed or cancelled.
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CTHE ETHICAL DIMENSOL”
Il. THE ETHICAL D

. : Valll_~
There li&? profound ethical meemswg in the concept "The Book of Life."

It stands for the unity of all life. Every person's record is part of the

-—

same book. It recalls the phrase which we recite in our classic memorial
[ANL ;e PN D3

prayer known as the El Male Rachamim "May his soul be bound up in the

bundle of eternal life." We are all one human family, sharing the same

destiny. We come before God within the context of our people. Some of

us are great and fill a whole page of achievements; others occupy only a

few lines or a few letters in the continuity of Israel's story. But, all

of us add someting of significance to the total record. The covers of this

book are inscribed by the name of Israel. ZEach of us as an individual is

bound with his fellow man and his life is part of the entire book of humanity.

A sense of this togetherness is certainly at the bottom of the universal
custom of sending greeting cards to one another with the wish to be inscribed
in the book of life for a good year. It is an expression of our caring, of
our recognition of a common human and Jewish destiny. It is one of the
many bonds which weave the fabric of family unity and peoplehood holding
all Jews together.

This year, friends, I urge yo&#%rite not only your Rosh Hashonah greetings
to friends and family as a gesture of good will and unity, but Fet=St=%e—
even more,--an act of faith that life counts, that every deed counts in the
moral balance of a universe which preserves not only the total sum of
physical energy but also the sum of spiritual and ethical power.

None ¢aee®@®p cling to this faith with more passion than our brothers
in the Soviet Union who are convinced that right not might shall prevail,

that tyranny will be broken and freedom restored to every man on earth.

Immediately after services you will find a small table in the Kreeger Lobby

23!
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from which you are asked to take one or several reprints of a Russian-
Jewish New Years greeting card with the traditional Rosh Hashona message.
Also please take one list of the remaining synagogues in the Soviet Union
and kindly airmail as soon as possible your Rosh Hasbonah greeting card to
any one of these synagogues. Do not embellish it with symbols or political
slogans or references to Zionism which may possibly be censored by Russian
postal authorities. Let us do this as an act of solidarity with a prayer
that all mankind may be inscribed for a New Year of justice, freedom and

peace.
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3, THE HOPE OF RENEWAL

Gou mot omly a sterm Judge, but also a God of love.

He does mot want us %o be destroyed. He has shown us the way.

In love, he gave us moral power, i.e. the power to distinguich

petween right amda wrong, & gift of divimne grace, call it spiritual
sensitivityeeees... He hzs also revealed to us througn Seriptures
reliable standards, principles, moral laws upom which we pust laminate our

cons cience.

Finally, God im love, gives us time for correctiom, for man may
change himself...

The Diviame semnience is postponed. Legend says we are given &
10 day period o1 probabtiom durisg which we are challengzed to
generate suificient mew moral foree through self-purification,
con. essiom, atonement SO that we might create a new moral situation,

and merit a different veraict before God.

Yom Kippur siresses the thoght that mone mus. despair.
We reza from Deut. passage in which Myses says: nLife and Death are before
you, the blessing amd the curse are im your hands, ——-BOW choose

life.

Man can change the eantire case that has built up against him,

by changing his attitude, his character —-—-=

SHOFAR  rams horm ——reminder of the ram Abraham found caught in the
thicket and then slaughtered by pim as a sacrifice.
2 ideas: (1) Nm significant moral regeneration possible

witnout gacrifice

YoM KIPPUR  FAST accentuates theme of sacrifice.
To be & good pPeErson is oftem painful
We must give up just, emvy, the enjoyment of
hatred, self-indul gence-——many things dear %to us,

or comgemnial o our nature.
The gooa man must put a curb omn many socalled
vmatural” desires...



(2) Shofar is not an iustrument of musical entertainment.
Its sound 1s meither melodious nor harmonious but
shrill, disturbing anc alarming.

Was the sireme sound oi danger in wilderness.

A call to battle --— to act against temptation
to awaken Ifrom apathy.
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My dear fellow Jewss

We are entering the year 5715 as & people with ancient history
yet youthful and vigorous spirit. We have lived through the centuries
undismayed, hopefully and confidently, beceuse the accumulated experience
of our people has furnished proof for the truth of our Torah.

The vul souroe of !.nmurity and unhappiness in our world is

" e

disregard of the moral law, Hatreds end suspicions poison lumen relations

because _ t conduot are ignored. God's will expresses
= > o i /5 Otwr 5!‘«:(:{0-.-&:..- .
itself in hisfory through law, , Mankind's real security is

founded,as our Sages taught us long ago, upon the practice of truth,

—

justice end peaces It is in our dedication to these ideals, not in

[T ———— —r

mpenl hmur pcrn-tul. that we shall find rof.\lgo and nln'bi.m. ")
We may celebrate our High Holy Days uﬁ_ :lTull enﬂ@nu that our ‘
message to the world is as true and wlnng today as it has

always been.

& Joshua 0, Haberman
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Selichot 1970
WHERE ARE YOU ?

Ljplk¥' _TTIVQAL ,(Jﬂmm;{. {; Q;D_J

Ore oI the great leaders of the Hassidic movement, Rabii Shneur
Zalmen, was ilncarcerated by the authorities of Czarist Russia
on the basis of false charges.

While the investiggtiom was proceeding,
the venerable rabbi was held a prisomer in Petersburg.

One day,
the commanding olficer oi the security forces , guarding the jail
entered the rabbi's cell. Impressed by the majestic , calm appearance
of the rabbi who was 80 deeply sumk im meditation that he did not
even notice his visitor, the officer treated him with courtesy
as vefits a person of quality. He engaged the rabbi in comversation
om a vari‘ety of topics amd them asked a few questioms about the Bible.
One questiom im particular had been puzzling the officer.
We both believe that God is all-knowimng, dom't we, asked
the oificer. The rabbi nodded his head.
Then, tell me, what was the poimt of God's question mamm
in the Gardem of Edem whem Adam was hiding after he hd eaten from
the apple, and God said: WHERE ART THOU ? Ddd mot God kmow ?
Ratbi Shmeur Zalman answered. In that passage Scripture
speaks mot omly to Adam but to everyman. God did mot ask the
question for his own emlightenmmnt ----He knew where Adam was
as He knows where we are. The question was put to Adam
80 tnat he might stop and thimk, where am I, at what point in

life, what am I doing with my life 7 I

Where are you im your life ? So many years of your life
have passed, and what#;;;;.you accomplished ?
You, for example, have lived 46 years --—-and where are you ?
When the oificer semsed thal the rabbi had at a glance
caught something oi his past life, his lack of seriousness,
his thoughtlessness aid iresponsibility, he was struck and
speechless. Firally, he pulled himseli together, put his hand on the
rabbi's shouider —-— &AC tnenm quickly walked out, his heart trembling.

From time to time each of us encounters an event or experience
which challenges us to examine ourselves, to take stock of what

we are and of what we Lave accomplished. These are the socalled

moments of truth----and in such moments we ususally discover
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that the self has 3 dimigiuns:

There is the "I" which I am, with all my capabilities and

incapabilities
Then, the "I" which I want to be,

the "I" of my day-dreams

Finally, there is the "I"™ which I ought to be,
the good , deceat, noble self which seeks to assert

itselif, the projectiom of idezls and values.

To which of these 3 dimensions of the self is this service most
reievant 7 Not to the first and n.t to the second.
It does nut accept you as you are —---- and it does mot cater to your
suppressed desires, to your fantasies and dreams.

This service 1s relevamnt to t he third dimiﬁion of your

personality, yourhigher self, the self which you ought to be.

Selichot stresses the gap between the rezl and ideal "I"

How deo wmkofe i;s g“:’u.\e
here are you ? &5 as hve [ -
Mdn, " = - r a ] yo _—"')l'){-f,‘_ ﬂ, saf"'(’l"e I-\GL’MU“ o“'L
Are you turming that which you are into that which you s ould be ? it o

Between the limes 0of these prayers is the quest:&n/ God'g question:

There awre in these prayers allusioms to the ideal stanstdsds of
Jewish charact r for which we shoulu strive , the idealself

which we shoulu try to actualize irm these coming days of
re-examinztiom, comiessiom aund reptemtance. This service is a
preiude --- & call tu take stock of ocurse.ves, &an openiug Of

a cpiritual aoor. Let us pass through it and prepare for

the confrontation we so often try to escape, from which we hide at
every opportunity —--the coulromtation with our conscience,

with the best im us, the coairomtatiomn in which the man who listens,
will hear the still small voice of God. Aren,




Rosh Hashonah Eve
Wednesday Night
September 30, 1970

A CURE FOR THE SICK SOCIETY

By Rabbi Joshua 0. Haberman
Washington Hebrew Congregation

My dear friends:

We all share a great sense of relief that we may celebrate
our New Year in a somewhat more relaxed mood than would have been
possible a week ago. Last Wednesday, the peace of the world still
hung in the balance. American naval units, with invasion forces in
battle gear, were cruising off the East Mediterranean shore, with
matching Soviet forces shadowing our ships. Four hundred Israeli
tanks were reported massed on the Jordanian border. Once again the
world had approached the brink;haig;t of the point of no return.

We may now say the "Shecheyanu": "Blessed art Thou O Lord Our
God, King of the Universe, who has kept us alive and preserved us
unto this day." May I add my deepest wish for all of you and your
dear ones at your side and for those who may be in your hearts, that
you may be granted a New Year of peace and fulfillment, of health
and joy, and be inscribed in the Book of Life.

The crisis of which I spoke has not ended. It only receded.
None of the basic causes of confliet in the Middle East, none of the
great issues between the super powers, has been removed. No one
knows when and where the next explosion might occur.

In this highly combustible world situation, everything that we
hold dear and cherish depends upon the wisdom and firmness of the

United States. A strong, prosperous and internally united America



=

Rosh Hashonah- Eve, September 30, 1970

A CURE FOR THE SICK SOCIETY
Rabbi Joshua O. Haberman
Washington Hebrew Congregation

Once again, my dear friends, we may say the "Shecheyanu" -- blessed art Thou, O Lord our God,
King of the Universe, who hast kept us alive, sustained us and preserved us unto this day.
May I add my deepest wish for all of you and your dear ones who are at your side, and for
those who may be in your hearts, that you be granted a New Year of peace and fulfillment,

of health and joy,-- and be inscribed in the book of life.

We all share a sense of relief that we may celebrate our New Year in a somewhat more relaxed
mood than would have been possible a week ago. Last Wednesday, the peace of the world

still hung in the balance. American naval units, with invasion forces in battle gear,

were crusing off the East Mediterranean shore with matching Soviet forces shadowing our ships.
Fomr hundred Israeli tanks were reported massed on the Jordanian border. The world had ap-
proached the awful brink just short of the point of no return.

Then came the death of Col. Nasser. The man who took up arms against our people three times
in succession and repeatedly vowed the total destruction of Israel, our people's most deter-
mined enemy since Adolf Hitler, will be buried tomorrow, on Rosh Hashonah. But Israel still
lives. Once more we have outlived those who sought our blood.

Unfortunately, the crisis has not ended. It only receded. None of the basic causes of con-
flict, none of the great issues between the super powers, have been removed. One thing is
certain, at least, in my opinbn: 1the decisive action in this crisis will not be taken along
the Suez Canal, but at the Potomac. Everything depends upon the wisdom and firmness of the

United States...A strong, prosperous and internally united America.
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Wednesday Night
September 30, 1970

A CURE FOR THE SICK SOCIETY

By Rabbi Joshua O. Haberman
. Washington Hebrew Congregation
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We all share a great sense of relief that we may celebrate \

our New Year in a somewhat more relaxed mood than would have been I\\
possible a week ago. Last Wednesday, the peace of the world still \
hung in the balance. American navael units, with invasion forces in \
battle gear, were cruising off the East Mediterranean shore, with '
matching Soviet forces shadowing our ships. Four hundred Israeli
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God, King of the Universe, who has kept us alivej\and preserved us
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A CURE FOR THE SICK SOCIETY
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Once again, my dear friends,

we may say the "Shehecheyanu" Blessed art Thou, O Lord,
Our God, King of the Universe, who hast kept us alive , sustained us,
and brought us unto this day, May I add my deepest wish for all
of you and your dear ones at your side or in your heart, that you may
be granted a New Year of peace and fulfillment, of health and joy,
and be inscribed in the Book of Life,

We all share a great sense of relief that we may celebrate
our New Year in a smmewhat more relaxed mood than would have been
possible a week ago, Last Wednesday, the peace of the world still
hung in the balance. A_erican naval unites, with invasion forces in
battle gear, were crusing off the East Mediterranean shore, with matching
Soviet forces shadowing our ships, Four hundred Israeli tanks were
reported massed on the Jordanian border, The world had again approached
the aweful brink, No sooner had the Jordanian ceasefire been signed,
when, 2 days ago, Col Nasser died. The man who took up arms against
our people 3 times and repeatedly vowed the total destruction of Israel,
will be buried on Rosh Hashanah tomorrow, Unfortunately, the
aisis has not ended, It only recesed, DNone of the basic causes of
the conflict has been removed, There is much speculation as to who
will follow the Egyptian leader., I do not think that this will matter
too much one way or the other, The decisivé ACTION in this crisis

mear tht Rive N (e orr i
will not be takenAgt'I. the Suez canal but at the Potomac,
Everything depends upon the wisdom and firmness of the USA,

A strong, prosperous and internally united America
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would be our best guarantee of survival, even of the survival of our
people in Israel. As Moshe Dayan said, when he yielded to American
pressure on behalf of Secretary Rogers' peace initiative, "We can face
confrontation with our enemies, but not the loss of our ally."--the
preservation of Israel, not to mention the survival of the American
Jew, is closely linked to the future of the United States.

How dependable, how strong, how stable is our country? Con-
fidence in the future of our nation has been seriously drawn into
question.

I do not know who coined the phrase, "The Sick Society," —-
was it Senator Fulbright or one of those bright young intellectuals who

clustered around Robert F. Kennedy? Whoever first applied these words

to America, registered for us a radical change in the mood of the nation.

Thére is a general feeling that the conflicts which rip our country\
ap are th urbanees of ‘society:

We have all sorts of problems, but none can be solved by itself.

e

night I shall try to

< 1in remar

two things. /Fipst

whatever ails America, it cannot possibly be ‘ lack of material resources.

No nation has been more bountifully blessed with natural wealth and

[ I

\

ess. dly, I / )
Judaism‘s view of Tife.

' %
M’ . To begin with, we may say, with-neo—feam—af—conbradiebion that
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geographic advantages. If there is anything wrong with America, it
must be some interior conditon, a moral or spiritual malaise.

1. THE PROGRESSIVE DECAY OF AN ETHICS OF RIGHTS

We are a nation whose political philosophy has always defined
the human condition IN TERMS OF RIGHTS. We speak and think of human rights,
cgnétitutional rights, international rights, racial rights and what
have you....The clamor for rights which we consider our due and
inalienable has been a sort of intellectual artillery fire with which
every major sector of our society has at various times pressed forward
in its battle for social progress.

What happens to a society in which everyone thinks of what he
is entitled to, and not what he owes? The result is a progressive self-
centeredness, a society in which industry wants more buSiness and less
competition, more profit for less value; where labor wants more pay for
less work; where citizens want more benefits for less taxes; where
youth wants more freedom with less accountability and even racial
minorities indulge in the very bigotry which they rightly condemn in

Sl as iy detnand

the majoritys i of black

militants for all-black institutions

Ps especially in educa-
tion]or privileged racial quotas in various sectors of economic and

public life.

In the present climate of our social and moral philosophy,

everyone's concern is first and foremost with what is :oming to him

and, once you concentrate on that, you can never again feel that you
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are getting enough. The appetite for human rights is healthy, but
WP EUT AT So special privilege «#® stokes the fires of discontent
and social friction.

IT IS THE CURSE OF OUR AGE AND, I BELIEVE, THE MALAISE OF OUR
SICK SOCIETY that we have disturbed the ethical balance, putting a
héavy thumb on the scale that says "privilege'" and leaving the scale
marked "duty" up in the air.

Our young people have become altogether too much demand conscious.
From Columbia University to Berkeley, delegations of radical students
have presented their so-called non-negotiable demands. Without
exception, the items on the list are new freedoms, new privileges,

and new cancellations of requirements.(—Ehe—atuéenta—ueu&dr&ike—te—be

J We have yet to hear of a single student group anywhere
offering to accept new educational tasks and responsibilities.

We note a trend, long in the making, which encourages youth to
present life with all kinds of demands before they even think of their
duties.

Dr. Abram Sachar of Brandeis University tells of the young
applicant for a teaching job, fresh out of school, barely 22, whose
first question about the job was: "What are the retirement benefits?"

A generation has grown up, nurtured by the notion that life is

a grab bag, that benefits come first, work second.
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This leads us to a problem which many consider more disastrous
than Vietnam or the racial conflict -- the problem of family instability.
Last year, some 500,000 couples in the U.S. were divorced -- more than
one out of four marriages. Many reasons could be cited why in the last
several decades the rate of divorce has risen 8 times as fast as the

population. I attach much weight to a basic shift of accent in marriage

from attitudes of partnership-obligation to self centered gratification.

The stress is on behefits, not the requisite duties.

In most of the marriages on the rocks, one or both partners are
frustrated egotists who could not give what it takes -- and the marriage of
TAKE-WITHOUT-GIVE cannot last.

The same applies to society as a whole: A society of TAKE WITHOUT
GIVE cannot last.

Shortly before his untimely death, Robert F. Kennedy ﬁrote a piece
on the subject of THE SICK SOCIETY. It was published as an editorial in
the NEW YORK TIMES (Feb. 10, 1968). Its title was a line from Butler Yeats'
poem:

THINGS FALL APART; THE CENTRE CANNOT HOLD......

After enumerating the drift to violence, the general discontent, the
alienation of our youth and America's decline in self-confidence, even
self respect, the Senator confessed his own uncertainty as to which of
these was the main problem. So he ended his analysis with these words:

"We search for answers to specific problems; but more than

this, we seek to recapture our country. We haveinot yet

discovered how to do it." =
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Then he quoted Yeats' poem to suggest the kind of loss the nation has
suffered:

"Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold;

Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world,

The best lack all conviction, while the worst

Are full of passionate intensity.
C2. No RIKHTS WITHOUT RESPONSI BILITIES

Now, what is this binding element, central to society, which has been
lost so that "things fall apart and the centre cannot hold?" It is, I
firmly believe, an element of faith which was still very strong when
the nation was founded, which has been eroded in America but is still
alive, indeed fundamental in Judaism.

Matthew Arnold defined God as the Source of all moral demands:

'God,"” he said, is"the power, not ourselves, that makes for righteousness.”
T S

In many quarters today consciousness of a moral authority, other

than ocurselves, has disintegrated. What we are left with in America these

days is an appeal to sacred rights, but no more to sacred duties. NOW,

FRIENDS, I SUBMIT TO YOU THAT OUR SOCIETY CANNOT BE GLUED TOGETHER WITHOUT
THE SPIRITUAL CEMENT OF A DOCTRINE OF DUTY AND OBLIGATION.

"Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold."

{!EESEEEEﬁgfiqgfmJudaismgﬁn=ﬁﬁi¥§Eha primary target has always
been man's natural self-centeredness. England's Chief Rabbi, Immanuel
Jakobovits, rightly pocinted out that the Jewish discipline speaks of human
duties, not rightﬁ/ of obligations, not entitlements. b
bt e

Our Decalogue is not a Bill of Rights, but a Code of Obligations.

In our moral vocabulary the key word is MITZVAH which means commandment.

—
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For example, in the Jewish welfare system, our stress is not on the take
but on the give; we do not tell the poor that they are entitled to support,
but rather we remind the man of means that it is his duty to share. "Thou
shalt surely open thy hand unto thy poor and needy brother," says the Bible.
It does not say that the poor shall open his hand and grab.

The Jewish family, famous for its strength, to cite another example,
never regarded itself as a covenant of rights and privileges, but rather as
a relationship of unconditional duty between husband and wife and children.
What each owes to the other cannot be cancelled even if a family member
happens to be unworthy. Take this abeolute mutual obligation out of the

M dvcuCrage: shelf
family relationship and it Becomes—s—famiiy I 2

A statement of duties, moral imperatives, commands, makes sense
only if you include the Source of the command. A frame-work of religious
faith is required for an ethics of obligation which relates the individual
to the authority that imposes obligations upon us. Now, the assumption that
a Will or authority other than our own plays a role in our life is not childish

-

imagination or superstitious fear but the essgential fact of life. <% ys
Pi r}efﬂbo‘t—(%.—«??%'))’\
Without thy consent wast thou created, and born into
the world without thy choice; thou art now living without
thy volition and wilt have to die without thy approval. gaj;thé7ﬁlﬁh=d
(=x 15#w:_f7
Man knows that he is, so to speak, ordered into this  W@#e.” This
is the very core of human consciousness and it accounts for our underlying
x

sense of dependence and a kncwledge)deep inside our bone%)that we are

ansyerable to powers other than ourselves. Judaism is an elaboration of

oy

B——

this consciousness, a detailed spelling ouﬁ/%f its implicationj/for the

conduct of life.
u—t—'—'_-_-_'_'_‘—‘——________‘_
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America's drift to social chaos can be arrested only if we
shift emphasis from the pursuit of personal benefit to responsibility
and duty.

You have a right to safety in the streets, but what about your

civiec duty? What have you done, what are you willing to do to stamp out
the problems which turn cities unto jungles? Have you ever been involved in
efforts to reform our municipal government? Have you ever lifted a finger
to get youth off the street? Would you work as a volunteer in a scout
troop? Would you tutor slum kids on the verge of becoming drop outs?
Have you ever supported the increase of public recreational facilities in
the community?

You are shocked at the soaring crime rate and want protection.
But, is it not also your duty as a citizen to do something about our dismal
pefal stﬁgﬁthicﬁJif turning law breakers &nteo?gfg?nei crﬁﬂ%iﬁiﬁfrahf,‘f

kgber,'lThe story is told of a man sleeping in a burning house. His
anxious neighbors rushed to his bedside and tried unsuccessfully to move
the bed through the door. They tried to lift him, bed and all, through a
window, but failed. Finally, one of them stopped all this fuEEIRA) frantic
;Ztﬁfify with an idea. He said:
HE Wikl
"LET US y_;u_r.‘__am UP. HEWII :THEN FIND HIS OWN WAY TO SAFETY."

It is impossible for the synagogue to bestow salvation upon the

country or our own city. All we can do is to wake up the people from

"

this or that specific program of action, is to awaken in each of us a sharper

sense of our moral responsibility. We must quit the TAKE-WITHOUT-GIVE

attitude. A morally awake people will find the way.
AMEN
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would be our best guarantee of survival, even of the survival of our
people in Israel. As Moshe Dayan said, when he yielded to American
pressure on behalf of Secretary Rogers' peace initiative, "We can face
confrontation with our enemies, but not the loss of our ally."--The
preservation of Israel, not to mention the survival of the American
Jew, is closely linked to the future of the United States.

How dependsble, how strong, how stable is our country? Con-
fidence in the future of our nation has been seriously drawn into
question.

I do not know who coined the phrase, "The Sick Society," --
was it Senator Fulbright or one of those bright young intellectuals who

clustered around Robert F. Kennedy? Whoever first applied these words

to America, registered for us a radical change in the mood of the nation.

There is a general feeling that the conflicts which rip our country
apart are not the normal disturbances of society.

We have all sorts of problems, but none can be solved by itself.
Southeast Asia, large and persistent pockets of poverty, racial tension,
extremism, urban decay, alienated youth, rising crime and drug addiction
---all of these problems hang together and each, somehow, seems to be
magnified by some festering disease deep in the heart of America which

spreads its poison into all organs of our body politic.

In my remarks tonight I shall try to do two things. First, I shall

attempt to analyze the nature of America's sickness. Secondly, I shall
N—

submit to you the thought that the cure lies in Judaism's view of life.

To begin with, we may say, with no fear of contradiction’thai

whatever ails America, it cannot possibly be a lack of material resources.

No nation has been more bountifully blessed with natural wealth and
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geographic advantages. If there is anything wrong with America, it
must be some interior conditon, a moral or spiritual malaise.

1. THE PROGRESSIVE DECAY OF AN ETHICS OF RIGHTS

We are a nation whose political philosophy has always defined
the human condition IN TERMS OF RIGHTS. We speak and think of human rights,
constitutional rights, international rights, racial rights and what
have you....The clamor for rights which we consider our due and
inalienable has been a sort of intellectual artillery fire with which
every major sector of our society has at various times pressed forward
in its battle for social progress.

What happens to a society in which everyone thinks of what he
is entitled to, and not what he owes? The result is a progressive self-
centeredness, a society in which industry wants more buiiness and less
competition, more profit for less value; where labor wants more pay for
less work; where citizens want more benefits for less taxes; where
youth wants more freedom with less accountability and even racial
minorities indulge in the very bigotry which they rightly condemn in
the majority. A striking example of the latter is the demand of black
militants for all-black institutions or facilities especially in educa-
tioq,or privileged racial quotas in various sectors of economic and
public life. Black racism has no finer odor than white racism.

In the present climate of our social and moral philosophy,

everyone's concern is first and foremost with what is coming to him

and, once you concentrate on that, you can never again feel that you

W :nd@{ b ». [mu&m—d—e Jakoéov.‘ﬁ .Faw [
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are getting enough. The appetite for human rights is healthy, but
when it turns to special privilege, it stokes the fires of discontent
and social friction.

IT IS THE CURSE OF OUR AGE AND, I BELIEVE, THE MALAISE OF OUR
SICK SOCIETY that we have disturbed the ethical balance, putting a
heavy thumb on the scale that says "privilege" and leaving the scale
marked "duty" up in the air.

Our young people have become altogether too much demand conscious.
From Columbia University to Berkeley, delegations of radical students
have presented their so-called non-negotiable demands. Without
exception, the items on the list are new freedoms, new privileges,
and new cancellations of requirements. The students would like to be
relieved of attendance requirements, of examinations, of grades, of
dormitory rules. We have yet to hear of a single student group anywhere
offering to accept new educational tasks and responsibilities.

We note a trend, long in the making, which encourages youth to
present life with all kinds of demands before they even think of their
duties.

Dr. Abram Sachar of Brandeis University tells of the young
applicant for a teaching job, fresh out of school, barely 22, whose
first question about the job was: "What are the retirement benefits?"

A generation has grown up, nurtured by the notion that life is

a grab bag, that benefits come first, work second.
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C. Fahﬂﬁ L;fg This leads us to a problem which many consider more disastrous
than Vietnam or the racial conflict —- the problem of family instability.
Last year, some 500,000 couples in the U.S. were divorced -- more than
one out of four marriages. Many reasons could be cited why in the last
several decades the rate of divorce has risen 8 times as fast as the

population. I attach much weight to a basic shift of accent in marriage

from attitudes of partnership obligation to self centered gratification.

The stress is on behefits, not the requisite duties.

In most of the marriages on the rocks, one or both partners are
frustrated egotists who could not give what it takes -~ and the marriage of
TAKE-WITHOUT-GIVE cannot last.

The same applies to society as a whole: A society of TAKE WITHOUT

GIVE cannot last. D, QUR SPIRITUAL MALAISE

Shortly before his untimely death, Robert F. Kennedy wrote a piece
on the subject of THE SICK SOCIETY. It was published as an editorial in
the NEW YORK TIMES (Feb. 10, 1968). Its title was a line from Butler Yeats'
poem:

THINGS FALL APART; THE CENTRE CANNOT HOLD......

After enumerating the drift to violence, the general discontent, the

alienation of our youth and America's decline in self-confidence, even
self respect, the Senator confessed his own uncertainty as to which of
these was the main problem. So he ended his analysis with these words:

"We search for answers to specific problems; but more than

this, we seek to recapture our country. We have not yet

discovered how to do it."
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Then he quoted Yeats' poem to suggest the kind of loss the nation has
suffered:

"Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold;

Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world,

The best lack all conviction, while the worst

Are full of passionate intensity.
Now, what is this binding element, central to society, which has been
lost so that "things fall apart and the centre cannot hold?" It is, I
firmly believe, an element of faith which was still very strong when
the nation was founded, which has been eroded in America but is still
alive, indeed fundamental in Judaism.

Matthew Arnold defined God as the Source of all moral demands:

“"God,” he said, "is the power, not ourselves, that makes for righteousness."

In many quarters today consciousness of a moral authority, other

than ourselves, has disintegrated. What we are left with in America these

days is an appeal to sacred rights, but no more to sacred duties. NOW,

FRIENDS, I SUBMIT TO YOU THAT OUR SOCIETY CANNOT BE GLUED TOGETHER WITHOUT
THE SPIRITUAL CEMENT OF A DOCTRINE OF DUTY AND OBLIGATION.
"Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold."

3. RECTIFIEATION (N THE PeasPeciive  gF JUPAISM
The strength of Judaism is that its primary target has always

been man's natural self-centeredness. England's Chief Rabbi, Immanuel
Jakobovits, rightly pointed out that the Jewish discipline speaks of human
duties, not rights, of obligations, not entitlements.

Qur Decalogue is not a Bill of Rights, but a Code of Obligations.

In our moral vocabulary the key word is MITZVAH which means commandment.
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For example, in the Jewish welfare system, our stress is not on the take
but on the give; we do not tell the poor that they are entitled to support,
but rather we remind the man of means that it is his duty to share. "Thou
shalt surely open thy hand unto thy poor and needy brother,'" says the Bible.
It does not say that the poor shall open his hand and grab.

The Jewish family, famous for its strength, to cite another example,
never regarded itself as a covenant of rights and privileges, but rather as
a relationship of unconditional duty between husband and wife and children.
What each owes to the other cannot be cancelled even if a family member
happens to be unworthy. Take this abeolute mutual obligation out of the
family relationship and it becomes a family in name only.

A statement of duties, moral imperatives, commands, makes sense
only if you include the Source of the command. A frame-work of religious
faith is required for an ethics of obligation which relates the individual
to the authority that imposes obligations upon us. Now, the assumption that
a Will or authority other than our own plays a role in our life is not childish
imagination or superstitious fear but the ess ential fact of life. Says
Pirke Abot (L4.29):

\&Without thy consent wast thou created, and born into

the world without thy choice; thou art now living without
thy volition and wilt have to die without thy approval.h

Man knows that he is, so to speak, ordered into this life. This
is the very core of human consciousness and it accounts for our underlying
sense of dependence and a knowledge deep inside our bones that we are
answerable to powers other than ourselves. Judaism is an elaboration of

this consciousness, a detailed spelling out of its implications for the

conduct of life.
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THE AWAKENING— WE NEET)

America's drift to social chaos can be arrested only if we

shift emphasis from the pursuit of personal benefit to responsibility
and duty.

You have a right to safety in the streets, but what about your

civic duty? What have you done, what are you willing to do to stamp out
the problems which turn cities unto jungles? Have you ever been involved in
efforts to reform our municipal government? Have you ever lifted a finger
to get youth off the street? Would you work as a volunteer in a scout
troop? Would you tutor slum kids on the verge of becoming drop outs?
Have you ever supported the increase of public recreational facilities in
the community?
You are shocked at the soaring crime rate and want protection.
But, is it not also your duty as a citizen to do something about our dismal
Whot spac Faniie Shonldl 0 Emis &5 TNEL TSR BRSTeeE T t  ne shall woepishy
trt.: Ml w biJ The story is told of a man sleeping in a burning house. His
anxious neighbors rushed to his bedside and tried unsuccessfully to move
the bed through the door. They tried to 1lift him, bed and all, through a
window, but failed. Finally, one of them stopped all this futile, frantic
activity with an idea. He said:
"LET US WAKE HIM UP. HE WILL THEN FIND HIS OWN WAY TO SAFETY."

It is impossible for the synagogue to bestow salvation upon the

country or our own city. All we can do is to wake up the people from

apathy, from complacency, from the sleep of ignorance into which America

has lapsed, drifting now toward chaos. More important than selling America
this or that specific program of action, is to awaken in each of us a sharper
sense of our moral responsibility. We must quit the TAKE-WITHOUT-GIVE

attitude. A morally awake people will find the way.
AMEN
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1 once read a smort-siory --- the name of the author escapes
me, and I can't rememoer the title of the story either ——~but there

is ome scene in Lhat suory which has hauated me ever since.

The author, ridiag in t he coach-section of a train is seated behind
2 young men, over-hearing their conversatlOR. Both are evidontly
college siudents.

..."And what do you want next? asked onme.
The other amswered: "My owa car."

Amna them ?

Get engaged.
And them ?
Graduate.
Amd them ?
Get married ?
And then ?
A job, and & nouse, and Kids ..-.

And them 7
~Wmet ao I Know, answered the olher with irritation.
Why SEmyew ask sucd foolish questions ?
But is it foolisk to ask, nAnd then?"

Are we not all , each im Rhis OwA mind, getting around to

thig guesticm as we git here amnd review our own life, as we take

C avepA- : _
stock of the past year, of our whole éosoﬁa?nen%9 And mow thatl
we nave gotien ajorg ia 1ife so far, what is the next step,

what is Ghe mext goal.... &and then %

r—e

y goals to reach?

Some ©f us have run out of @

Life is getting to be a repeatb performance. We wonder, 18 there

anything that really &8 =2 L enga; es Q heart znd soul ?
omES rma b&/ . _ {ack

What e next worse tham boredom: aimlessness, pfgﬁdh@aju

loss of purpose, futility. &= Havéyfﬁn out of answers to the

questivn: and them 7
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ﬁEE:mhnl*SLadenlymthlnés turn" stele.....

‘:’ b - &4 1 z--,-'- ‘:.‘.' via L T -1 '-’. ]
(4
Y~ primarily by @ife widdle age a sort of existential impgsss,
(AXARABLEDRND
BXUELX EBXNRS often or consplcuoub success
]

>imlesspe P
a senge ulﬂlu liivy, -Fetwedi, If 18 the dominant mood of America.

This i1s the generatiom of futility: Juccessful in all the categories
by which success has beca measured for centuries:

,u,rkr "buraed out.” ‘lhs,.thy of our yuun er pople share this mood, fow%§

Best educaied,

Bquipped with the most powerful poulitical system

More aifluent inam any gemeration im the past —----- yet uncertain,
There seto

amspaiusagn self-doubting, =—-—-= anddnany whose aimlessness has

turned mmto despair, uroppimg out, escaping into marcotic famtasies.
The trageay ol a great country, imtelligent, powerful amnd rich
inixa;nzgfglmntg' xmlim yet feeling defeated is not altogether new.
Jerewiah
be headirg Ior cOllisiom. < Super-powers were preparing for ﬁgiir%ML/:
aweful confro.tation: Babylonia to the east and Egypt im the West.

how will it 2\ ewd avd
And as everyone was aski.g , @&@s we ask today,hyhan 18 there to

such a mood in his dayj; the world seemed to

rely upon, Jeremiah gave the foilowling (mm answer:
LET NOT THE WISE MAN GLORY IN HIS KNOWLEDGE.
Lo NOT THE MIGHTIY MAN GLORY IN HIS MIGHT.
LET NOT THE RICH MAN GLORY IN HIS RICHES ---
SUT LET HIM THAT GLORI&TlH GLORY IN THIS:
THAT He ULNLSRSTANDETH AND KKOWEIH UE,
THE GOD OF MExCY, JU TICE AND RIGHTEOUSNESS. ..
(Jer.9.23)

Jexealah, even now, spezks to a persomal as well as a mational
o
(%asuaﬁid;: You can have imtelligemce anc¢ education.

You can have power and(éé:gE§§7§#bolitical sysﬁ;;\fs the world

has ever kmowa. You can have wealth ——— and still have a crushing

sense of failure because the essential $hing is missing.



Qur problem is illustrated imn the story of the 3 gentlememn who were

regéstered in a New York hutlel.amukhsuffifexfnnens Returaning to

the hotel very late ome night, they leakned to their dismay that the
elevators were out oi order. They were especially umlucky since

the roq%drgigﬁ %&f?hﬁ%ﬁfﬁizg together happemed to be on the 60th
floor. sindde—bhey—Gociust to use the stairway. As they started up,
ome of them said: "We have a lomg climb and to pass time more quickly,
I suggest that each of us do somethimg. I've a pretty good voice,

so I am goimg G0 sing ToEe SORgS 10T the 1irst 20 floors.

And you, he turned to the second, you have a semse of humor. Suppose
you tell us Jjokes the next 20 ssapase flights. And you, he said to
the third, you are kimd oi serious, -—— 80 qg!g;i‘tell us smge sad
stories from there om tothe top.

The suggestion was accepied. Ag they started up the long mhiamb
climb, the first samg every SO0Rg he knew uatil they reached the
20ta floor. Tnem, the second entertained them with jokes until they
reached the 40th floor. Then the third man took over as they kept
clinbingetﬁﬁii?%!!-wéﬁhuni&nnau vNow it is my tura to tell sad

e sa:d b-f‘\,a%&m facesy )
stories, --——4 and I shall begim by telling yo%4that I left the key

downstairs.

S0 it is with many of us in life. When we finally reach a
nigh level of socalled "sueccess” brezathless and exhausted, we
discover tnat we havea't got the key to & meaningiul life.
In @ larger sense this is the preaeﬁzhi}tuation of American civilization,
After all the greatl achievemen ts c¥=Sar wcience, technology,

pohatical growth and economic wealth, the nation phn- finds—itsels—

seems to have lost the key to security, confidence, peace and a sense

of purpose. — . LT TP 4. SR
" It% would mot be %00 difficult to document this thegzzﬁ‘““\\

woudlt, at the same timeynoverthrow mamg

most cherished cliches.

3 h%nyog.lie %%’ mi

Thgg achieved all £ _nes
..o @Al our sSease of diree




LET NOT THE WISE MAN GLORY IN HIS WISDOM.

LET NOT THE MIGHTY MAN GLORY IN HIS MIGHT.

LET NUL The RICH MAN GLOKY IN HIS RICHES
BUT LET HIM THAT GLO/IETH GLORY IN THIS:
THEAT He UNDERS ANDETH AND KNOWETH ME,
THE GOD OF MeRCY, JUSTICE AND RIGHTEOUSNESS.

Education, political sopnistication and wealth are of mo bemefit
to the individual or the nation without the key --—mﬁiaa:é-iwmra.c*l;erI

»d moral and ssl‘):l.rit'.v.al'ﬂﬂﬂf‘l Lacking that,you have mothing.
POl A

It would nmot botWEo document &H‘-‘:thesia. Moreover, our

documentation would, at the same time, overthrow some of our wost

cuerished motions.

A widely hela assumption
that the level of vzo;en&?'iii_axy country is proportiomate to

repression. We are told that 4 tyrramny creaies conditioms

favorable to explosive, revolutionary violcnce.

UVespite all this prattle about Agerica being an oppressive couatry,

Bno ome im his/i‘ig,ht mimd would call the USA of the 1950 and 60s u-;wwj b

d(fhb"ﬁ‘q}.‘;_ _ : . ] E
ey . It is in fact the most permissive society of the
modern age. EREnIRXnXLEDIEX Freedom of assembly amm

- o A dbwet d

and speech have aever oeea hm%
@Snoisy EinoTity can RAmpleneNsRtassE mercilessl
tue Presideat of the USAy @wes {atolerable mim obseenitie
anﬁinuptiona are being tolerated everywhere. @m/frﬁ;cﬁm‘
In a remarkable matiomwide appeal to &> law-eaforcement agencies,
Attoraey Gemeral Mitchell last July requested that the expr -

of disseat,¥i counter-demonstrations on Independence Day &€

owever oifeamsive and ubnoxioua.);mtm:mmmﬂ:»

The one point om which all rsEaeres oir student militants have

se decgdoa.

mﬂJQf;I:E3)

agreed so far is that the mmgmm typical nember of SDS comes from

@ highly permissive home. Certainly ours is @@ the most tolerant

society im Americam nislory, yet we have ex erienced a huge
escalation of violence.




S LOWL ' it :
Thé?p?oﬁ%nsny to violence in this coumtry is mot due to a comstitutionmal
flaw or fault im political orgemizationm, but reflects some massive

moral amg s iritual derallmeat, that needs far more attentiom than
has been givem to it.
saered Cow” T Artnica., Cuesdd.
Anotherlﬁiiﬁ§§4.~- : :

is that poverty breeds
crime, (Eéciologists, es,ecially uncer the iniluence of dialectic
materialism oL the Marxist or Leminist school, have consistertly
;aéﬁ&éﬁghdellaquency t0 ecomomic aefrivatld;:)There is emough of
a haelf-truth im it to give it T crediﬁility, but the theory
simply does mot stand up in the light of some indisputable facts:
We nave seem the sharpesi rise of crime precisely im those
post-depression and post war durisg which the ecomomy of the
United States achieved its highest prosperity-——-- not only hafdimg
doubling amd tripling per capita income, but spreading social benefits
aever before eamjoyed by the poor -—-guch as unem loyment imsurance,
social security paymenis and medical care. ll&nthlllmisxlxilanxnilg
fastesdn i Aad where is crime rising at its fastest rate ?
Not im the W®he nation's worst poverty pockets such as the Mississippi
Delta anu tne Apalachim regiom, but im the most prosperous
metropalitan areas ————and in tne wealthy suburbs as much as in
ﬁLPOOAULi‘ler city. Thus, uhe dgistriet ol Haahiugxgz registe.ed & 15.5 %
increase ia the pumber ol serious crimes lﬁlhn affluent MombgomeTry
Coumty mame nmearly matching the record with an 1%&3§i$ﬁi§iﬁ§° =
S OP=CTIEes oF e andﬂ'ﬁ‘ﬁ?'ﬁ:‘: county rae/Uhe

g O, | bbbt il
) ; . a ; : e . 4 {) 2o T, R/\JW ; wd
district with a 27.1 % imcrease 1R major crime th s/\y?a i

. b
P;‘"ﬁ‘g Boes i roach ~ 0 b8 sz f—0>rak— _ FU sl
s’t\gmﬁ.d 'f}ﬁﬂ“’ A€’ can mgn%ﬁ?gnﬁ'e plain cts: crime in .;w
USA gwpi 1eed;on something else besides poverty e szmeby AT /-fﬁéﬁiﬂr

! as i L] corruption.
5;0\&~c23d-noral decay il BAEERLLIAR spiritual P
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im the American mind for atb least éﬁﬂ=ceutury. Horace Mann used %o

run up and gowa the coumtry, precching the gospel ol sulvation

e ——r—o—prmmTE Tt oRs has Deen well entrenched

through ecducation. Build public Sehools, he said, and you will
ﬁgfify prosperity, happiaess, mfw civie peaceﬁdwom&b,
Ne hove TiBol.y arrived at the obiessed time when T I
T wver Liies 1d CcOTNESE KR :“i‘%i-"i-.i’iii—-f-?i - S¥enentars
dd;. ols amxERefaxgpxuxm €Xisting ia the days of Horaééx'-~-. wad flfee

New York City College alonme registered 190.000 students,thEs=
Never im all ihe history of ¢ivilization has any

natiom producea z system of eaucalion mRm the like of which we may boast

of today. Are we boastiang ?
Three hundred jobs 1or Vohlege presideat go begging. The acting

president ol Stantord Umiversity said: "Any mem who wants to

take charge 0i an educational institution mowadays probably belongs

@e in an imstitution ofancther sort.”

Now, whal abuul the students ? Are they achieving

o A 0 S P P Bens
happiness e peacdﬁfﬁJﬁﬁﬁevaI have eyes beneld a more disturbed,
perplexec and angrier lot. A New York Times report om Harvard
ism 1970 na;::i? a representative Lner s R e
ngeven oub of 10U people I kmow are golng
is somewhat above tle official record of the University
ith the psychiatric

to a psychiatrist"

This
Health Service which indicates consultation W
staff by about 20 % of the average Harvard class.
O euk c‘....l,hthe drop out rate has risem Sharply emseesnscaspws——- S0 has
drug-adaiction and suicide.
The well knowm author and professor Irvinmg Kristol declzred
recently before the Association of American Colleges:
"I have & SOM WAO 1S ROW Preparing o emter collegeg
and, fraakly, 1 am peartsick at the thought that this

youmg mas ---1i8 going to have to live through four years

at onqjgghgugﬂigs§;xut;g!§,gi higher hemnimg learning,”

Some of the brightest amd most ideslistic are callimg for rebellioiw

derate majority cimmtmeende seenf Lo De anesthesized \
whole educational \

and the mO
1 of irrelevance which hamgs over the
loig bthe idol of American education, is

syste:- Even qiiflce' Bl S .
in retreat as &ﬁg&ﬂ'by a as@w of m g0% = e [asf ;Jj.u_,v,
7ot pro A Tl s Gottina miS(ris

by the pal




It 1s not memsagimm higher educatiom that

A liitie over a year azo , one of the finest educators im thnis
country, Courtmey ~aith mmapmminsessuam, President of Swarthmore College,
dropped dead at the age oI 52,mammammamasisimmi Iielled by a heart attack
in the midst of a meAmbmveupumamax studemnt revolt. In his last

commence.ent address, he relespee—to—cemTus—unrest—anme said:
"We nave lost something precious."

What is it that we have lost ? W€ have lost the key to all that makes the
human RemaRnbsSsnseenRe Deing secure and safe to live with,
ARBXRINXLXARGXSEUXLINALXSXEEENAXAXURGXhEREnxaXxEh —-the moral
a nd spiritual power which (i motivatesmammmmmmmy compassion ,{é‘yhbmq
~eomEEd a N0 reverence betweea mam and man.
LET NOT THE WISE MAN GWOR(QR/HIS WISDOM
LET NOT THE MIGHTY MAN GOOEY ¢WNEIS MIGHT
LET NOT THE RICH MAN $0fY% ¢N HIS RICHES
BUT LET HIM THAT GLORIETH GLORY IN THIS,
THAT HE UNDERSTANDETH AND KNOWETH ME,

THE GOD COF MeRCY, JUSTICE AND RIGHTEOUSNESS
e Precident s gww“,woh‘W‘g}kﬁﬂuﬂ;&vu,rfjévzlqm7?ﬁ%—j?zz%1vﬂKT?:Z:§EzF:i;:;hc
85t X8 e STRobron " Tl Goss prn Aty Cogmads o el

Rz L-‘Sf*"(j} W e My o Lot wr o back [> fie 6””“"&{‘( EAprinioq e/‘}i;; Q505

— = HOW Cal W€ TeCOVEr the moral -aa spiNtual strength which seems
have been dissipated?

-y
Jewlish stuuenéﬁ with their especially sensiti

> antennas

the first to sens merican

“more deepl, ig'social problems. /It began withthe Free Speech Movement

ik Berkelpy im 1964....I1ts ais was to awakem amnd radicalize the

student-body —--amd Jewisi student leaaers flocked to it.




Now we Jews are the people most closely identified with the moral
and spiritual traditiom waich througn the Bjble provided the basic
valu 8 and motivatiom for our civilizetion.

What is the Jewish comtribution to the aesperately needed moral

and religious revival 1m our land 7

- afitlck/Ir/F4ﬁdf1L}V//:L%ﬂi;}nifﬂf#J\EEHilaLh0
qgrre canp “erisiss
Qoveramor Sercatom opems the recently issued report of the

Presideat's Commigsion on Cam us Unrest with an ascessment of the
gituation:

"The crisis om Americam Campuses has mo parallel ia the
pistory of the matiom.”

Fortunately for qgg;pnani., the President's Commissionm
report mmm does aot mhm idemtify the ethmic backgrouni of
student leaders most respomsiblie for violence on the American
cam us, but ii we Jews evVer jssued our Owa report om campus uarest
it would reveal two nighly embarrassllbc facts:
;eahég}:’trﬁ**y’ it would show that tae Jewish peepertron Nﬂu}““ﬁﬁﬁ==~
among the mosi radical, disruptive g:d déstructive
ailitants om lhe campus is-q:agséﬁ-naég::g}ayrnigh
Secemery, it would reveal that if there are amy moral or
splrltual values 1m Judalsnjvﬁ:vh—ntghi—ﬂiﬁﬁirﬁnr—

igi}ﬁarboya and 51rla are so completely ignorant
ol snnnztakusa as, to be totally incapable of
contributing to Thne moral and spiritual life of the

campus.

illlnillnhlﬁ;; It wes bad enough Lhat we had to supply an art

a
Goldberg - and a Mark Rud

o Havior Soviors ol L{ﬁmwré’m



to head the imsurrectiom at Columbia, but fa: worse is the

1nvolvenent of youn, Jews im the most vicious terrorist actionms,

brutal slaying oi a Bostan Fo 1canax, father of mine childreiﬂaﬁﬁswgpeg;

_ig coameestom—wrih the armed roboery ol Lhe Boston State 5g. Bank,
was a Philedelpnia studemt , Michael Saul Fleisher.

— peeed ok

% oA SuUBpeehs—LE $he gﬁrthe Mz thematics
. . A L5l :
Center at Maulisum, Wisc. wEer-RLBLNBLE thn

che most auvanced sucleur labor.iories and claimed the life
one oi the four suspects is David <ylvam Fine

cne O1

of a young scientist.
Fine of Wilmimgtom, Del.

aon ui Mr. amd Mrs. Manuel E. 3
' , @ former classmate of mine. —*_—_—\\

Tell me, 1 asked, what kiund of people are those Fine's.
gho turnea into a

L]

pavid was descrioeu to me &s & very bright Doy,
radica. w«nile attendilg aunEANAGRLERLBOGS Friends School.

in-nnhnnsnnhnnnninnniv what kind of Jews are they, I asked.
The grandfatherQIer never misses aanything at Temple, j

was the answer. Tae parents were ijndiffereat. Tpe boy was (

r Mitzveh ahi,ffiiiffgg:::~—-——“*
a-dﬂm-n&%&

We see the fulfillment of a prophetic warmning 1ssu§§§iil“knn¢===ab_
'—i-==¥-b§~u:e—u*—eus-g:eaisbt—sfirlLﬁ&¢=§gaég£a%}Raob1 Abba Hillel

Silver of Cleveland, Shout G oooaus——Sgor—

wyhat we should fear most is the rise of e-gemeralicnof—

a generatiom of clever,

i

restlesa Jevws of quick ferment and high voltage,

roocted i1m no religlous tradition, reverent ol no moral code,
igmoraat of all Jewlsn learniig and held to social respomsibility
by mo innmer spiritual restraint, who will range and hluater

all over the American Scene from literature amd art %o

politics ana govenment, and will commit their fellow-Jcws
in the eyes of the Auwerican people. Such floating mines are a damger
to any people, bul especially 10 & mimority group. Some of the

mines are alreacy exploding."
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And if you #o% ask how did we raise such a generation of Jewish

youth, the answer is, Wwho should kmow better than you ?

elations stunt. caanolL mame a 81k
B

2
tually en _aced ia Judalsm

- < =
member of iﬁaﬂfanllfasgg is intelle
and umcer an efiectiive spiritual disciplimne imn his daily life.
‘ ¢b¢/$dh”ﬂuﬂfﬂ@rﬁAdw¢‘Rkiﬁptz;.ﬂﬂuh,gze/Nﬂtfﬁkwﬁﬂwﬁg.'Jp*wﬁv
All 11 CWW seeffis an apnemic versiomn, OF perversian of
religion,tﬁggéalﬁhef—urtarmrmﬂrwaiﬂs,“au easy-going religion,
one which Goes not interfere with your leisure, Joef sleep, or yewr
televisiom; wnich calls for mo study, oees RO observance, ° 1
WLy sacrifico‘; the religion of gel f-pampering people.
How could such a caricature of Judaism arouse the least amount of
respect or devotiom 1A young paogll%iﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂr'.I‘ﬁ;;;i!ﬂlt'ﬂfkﬂﬁﬂr
tepir—iaealleRe  Some of them , at least crave a program of life
thgpﬁwould;?éa;%enge tgﬁgr jdealism and what they see ilsi;9J¥&wmeip
tr : e ; TEe me—pirem 100KS ot be,
i - & = . th _afé._.__ 2 st L..'
S8 like a public relations stunt, a de estable hoaX ,

. . ) € b i
My friends, the natioa and tnzs—¢¢.37—+ha_;.£iﬁzfg;;§;qF¢,

*1ﬁe*ﬁ!§ﬁg&-ﬂ£ﬁ#'ﬂy are in REANRESE 8 grave morale crisis.

We have discovered that wall-towall carpetlng, excelleat plumbing and
a0 semse of purpose add up to a terriiying 11&0.
As Dr. Gomriwey gmith of Swarthmore said; "comethiig precious has

joss
It 1s the Ho

%lnustagz%r thing thail was once revered is MOV debunied and profaned
hom we aught everythlng BXCBpt reverence;

( See - - . .
: eSS A0 sznctity in marriage,

been lost" %E our way of Life. We may MOW pinrpoint our loss:

=3
y or Sacred. Qure is a time of desanctification..

in the home

in the family relationship

v 3l
in Ay : —-even in life iteelf.
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I0 revive the sense of the holy and make it the motivating power

in the hadenotnoum moral lile of our youth will take

aB-‘b- hw_ u'*-C """“-;7: . tf b‘ ‘((‘\)Sdk—va_-‘-._
than veeassewa. exposubes to a worship service.

more

I call om you to commit yourseltf to a working Judaism
. : . ) .
@ participatory Judaism im which childrem are trained
by the example of parents; a Judalsm inlnlhinhm;nnngmnlimniinlnnmlﬂiiﬁng
waich 1s mot just an anmnual meeting of religic.s stock-holders but
a life structured by thae ethlcal ' piri
mEmiy by 3l l‘tll.l.lls and spiritual

standards of a traditiom which is onsulted every da o G et s
&Mﬂ'ﬁ%#‘w Pk O oo pillo. i fs 5)‘(._; qyar £ P L‘.r-fitf"l"“?o:_

PF1MﬂkJun§§:;;::g;!LPn¢J 22 years abo had the power of “%réating a &7££.f;véh

new State can aurely or ate a4stat¢ of mind yt-euch—a#—ua— Yelaap fﬁ

Sp that tAe wise map, shall mot glory me 7 1sdom
merely ipiees l‘ght
jerely in/REg riches

2Bd the/mishty maw phalli mot
afju thg rich maw shall not g
but we shéll glory ip the ma i m kn-wledge fa'
we\aye using All of fhese/ powers i ve

that which & compassignédte and mer 1 God woNld want O

Golda Meir oance counilided tu a small party of American Jewish
leaders

delicate situation
for which she haa mot yet foung a ai_ lomatic solutiom. Egch year
a couple ul utncusand Alrlcaﬂbtu?us explore every facet ol Isrzeli
life 1looking IOr MAySLRINmBANME SUCCESS eXperience wnlcﬁ‘could B
8p lied kgmmbwews {0 proolems of ovhelr own mewly indepemndent mations.
They assume that all they have to do 1s to copy' Israel's way of
handling the situatiom in order to duplicate her success.

But, explained Mrs. Meir, the.e 1s ome basic error in their

reasuning. They believe that all we have accomplished in

Israel was dome ian tne 2 decades since cur independence.

They louk rather puzzled whenm I try to explain to them that

it all pegam 3,500 years ago."



ebwa—u...dw,f,_d R Wvacle oL e Vined: A
a»... oy gy hlz Kuku{ Ir—v ) &

B Mok it thaf~ Tle scowe /H'w( ﬂo clhuﬁ?
Bk L}t-‘&vt‘_ - dao ja....c/_j ‘/W‘_s

tm.s great Land een———
JGM‘-D ‘-v‘f"

Ot Sk e~ pePo Mﬂ
in the Biblicgl ltn ang evhics W 1.{.h
2 2 ch a¥ o ¥ f‘-—
; Tat foundatiom goes, the culture, 2

If ummios
tue poliitical freedoum and Mtuhﬂuﬁl all the wealth it

will vanish. &

S0, Let mot tlhe wise man glory 1R his wisdom ‘ amf

Let not vhe M@lg ghly man glory in his might
et not the rich man lory im his riches s
L an gloly ] 7 Nﬂf“
But let himinab glorietn, glory 1in this 1“‘7
[hat he understandcetn and knoweth me, .
jce and righieousness.

The Gou vi nercy, just
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THE KEY
By Rabbi Joshua O. Haberman
October 9, 1970

I once read a short story--the name of the author and the title escape me.
One scene in that story has haunted me ever since. The author, riding in
the coach section of a train, is seated behind two young men and over-
hears the conversation. Both are evidently college student:

"And what do you want next?" asked one.
The other answered: "My own car."
"And then?"
"Get engaged."
"And then?"
"Graduate."
"And then?"
"Get married."
"And then?"
"A job, a house and kids."

"And then?"

"How do I know? Why <io you ask such foolish questions?"
But is it foolish to ask, "And then?"

Are we not all, each in his own mind, getting around to this question, as
we sit here and review our own life? We take stock of the past year and
reconsider our whole career--and now that we have gotten along in life so
far, what is the next step? What is the next goal?. . . .And then?

Some of us have run out of goals to reach. Life is getting to be a repeat
performance. Where is the challenge? What comes next may be worse than
boredom: aimlessness, loss of purpose, futility. Have you run out of
answers to the question: "And then?"

-
What we're talking about is a condition which, in the past, was experienced
primarily by-middle aged people, often of conspicuous success, as a sort
of existential impasse. Suddenly all things turn stale. They feel in a
rut, "burned out."
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THE PROBLEM

Many of our younger people share this mood today: a sense of aimlessness,
a lack of challenge, and futility. It is part of the dominant mood of
America. This is a "strange" generation: successful in all the categories
by which success has been measured for centuries:

Best Educated;

Equipped with the most powerful political system;

Most affluent--yet uncertain, self doubting--and there are many whose
aimlessness has turned to despair, who are dropping out, escaping into
narcotic fantasies.

The tragedy of a great country, intelligent, powerful and rich, yet feel-
ing defeated, is not an altogether new phenomenon. Jeremiah speaks of
such a moqd in his day. The world was heading for collision. Two super
powers were preparing for awful confrontation: Babylonia to the east
and Egypt in the west. And as everyone was asking, as we ask today, how

will it end and what is there to rely upon, Jeremiah gave the following
answer:

Let not the wise man glory in his knowledge.
Let not the mighty man glory in his might.
Let not the rich man glory in his riches.
But let him that glorieth glory in this:
That he understandeth and knoweth me
The God of mercy, Jjustice and righteousness.

(Jer. 9.23)

Jeremiah is relevant to our personal and national condition. You can have
intelligence and education. You can have power and a political system as
good as the world has ever known. You can have wealth--and still have a
crushing sense of failure because the essential thing is missing.

After all the great achievements in science, technology, political growth
and economic wealth, the nation seems to have lost the key to security,
confidence, peace and a sense of purpose:

Let not the wise man glory in his knowledge.
Let not the mighty man glory in his might.
Let not the rich man glory in his riches.

Nothing is of benefit to the individual or to the nation, without the key--
namely, character and moral and spiritual power. Lacking that, you have

nothigg.

In the process of documenting our thesis we must overthrow some of our most
cherished notions.
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BEYOND POLITICS

A widely held assumption is that the level of violence in the country is
proportionate to repression. We are told that tyranny creates conditions
favorable to explosive, revolutionary violence. Despite all this prattle
about America being an "oppressive''country, no one in his right mind would
call the United States of the 1950's and 60's a tyranny or a dictatorship.
Freedom of assembly and speech have never been more used and abused than
in these decades. Intolerable obscenities and disruptions are being
tolerated. A noisy minority can mercilessly heckle even the President

of the United States. The one point on which all research papers on
student militancy have agreed so far is that the typical member of the
radical SDS comes from a highly permissive home. Certainly ours is the
most tolerant society in American history, yet we have experienced a huge
escalation of violence in our time. There does not seem to be a con-
stitutional or purely political answer. Then, where is the answer? Why
cannot the most stable democracy in history produce civic concord and
confidence?

LET NOT THE MIGHT MAN GLORY IN HIS MIGHT!
Whatever the political system or structure, it cannot be stronger than its

foundation in the moral and spiritual life of its people. When the founda-
tion crumbles, the whole structure, the whole social order, disintegrates.

BEYOND ECONOMICS

Another sacred cow in the American creed has to do with the almighty dollar.
In the American way, the solution of most problems carries the dollar sign.
We talk about re-arranging national priorities and think of it primarily as
a financial operation, shifting so many billions of dollars from one column
to another in our national budget. How sound is the, assumption that money
is the chief answer to the racial problem, to social conflict, to crime and
delinquency?

Take crime, for example. Its sharpest increase has occurred precisely in
these post-depression decades when the United States achieved its highest
prosperity. And where is the crime rate rising fastest? Not in the
nation's worst poverty pockets, the Mississippi Delta and the Appalachian
Region, but in the most prosperous Metropolitan areas and in the wealthiest
suburbs no less than in the inner city--Money alone is not the medicine for
social ills.

Neither is it, for our children, the source of fulfillment and the driving
force for achievement, and the measuring yard of success as it used to be.
-t
Our sons and daughters show little enthusiasm for plush living. They stay
away in droves from the gilded ghettos of country clubs and luxury resorts.
Salary or income are no longer the first considerations in the choice of a
career. And to the horror of their elders, too many of these children of
prosperity deliberately seek out poverty as vagabonds, dressed in rags,
bedrugged and bedraggled. Where is the power of money to solve our social
problems? Where is the power of money to satisfy the deep discontent of our
youth?
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O LET NOT THE RICH MAN GLORY IN HIS RICHES!
It is not in the power of the purse to give our children a sense of purpose.
It is not in the power of the purse to 1lift the morale of a society which
has been polluted by hatred and crime.

BEYOND EDUCATION

A century ago, Horace Mann used to run up and down the country, preaching
the gospel of salvation through education. Build schools, he said, and
you will magnify prospertiy, happiness, civic peace and morality.

Never in all the history of civilization has any nation produced a system
of ejyca%i?n the like of which we may boast of today. Are we boasting?
Thre :30 s for college president go begging. The acting president of
Stamford University said: "Any man who wants to take charge of an educa-
tional institution nowadays, probably belongs in an institution of
another sort."

Now what about the students? Are they achieving happiness, peace and moral
improvement? Never have eyes beheld a more disturbed, perplexed and angrier

lot. A New York Times report on Harvard in 1970 quotes a representative
student:

"Seven out of ten people I know are going to a psychiatrist."

Some of the brightest and most idealistic students are openly calling for
rebellion. The moderate majority trusts nobody, not even their own scale
of values. Even science, long the idol of American education, is in
retreat. [The number of Harvard graduates choosing careers in science
declined 60 percent during the last five years.

On every campus the dropout rate has risen sharply--so has drug addiction
and suicide. One of our leading intellectuals, Professor Irving Kristal,
declared 1{"cently before the Association of American Colleges:

"I have a son who is now preparing to enter college and frankly,
I'm heartsick at the thought that this young man is going to
have to live through four years at one of our institutions of
higher learning."

LET NOT THE WISE MAN GLORY IN HIS WISDOM.
LET NOT THE MIGHTY MAN GLORY IN HIS MIGHT.
LET NOT THE RICH MAN GLORY IN HIS RICHES.

-

Why do the enormous educational, political and economic resources of the
United States fall short of delivering a meaningful, decent and secure
way of life?
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THE KEY TO RECOVERY

The answer is suggested in the story of three gentlemen who were
registered in a New York hotel. Returning very late one night,
they discovered to their dismay that all the elevators were out of
order. The room which they occupied together happened to be on the
60th floor. There was no choice but to use the stairway. As they
started up, one of them said: "We have a long climb ahead and in
order to pass time more quickly I suggest that each of us do something.
I have a pretty good voice, so I'm going to sing songs for the first
20 floors. "And you," he turned to the second one, "you have a

good sense of humor. Suppose you tell us jokes the next 20 flights."
"And you," he said to the third, "are kind of serious--so tell us sad
stories from there on to the top."

The suggestion was accepted. As they started up the long climb, the
first sang ev ery song he knew until they reached the 20th floor.
Then, the second entertained them with jokes until they reached the
LOoth floor. Then the third took over as they kept climbing.

"Now it is my: turn to tell sad stories," he said, "and I shall begin
by telling you--as he fumbled in his pockets--that I have left the
key downstairs."

So it is with many of us in life. So it is with America today: After
climbing up to high levels of success, in many many areas,we discover that
we haven't got the key to all that makes your fellow citizens secure and
safe to live with. We havéfiﬁgér?ﬁgﬂvalues which inspired former
gensg%§;%?§ to strive for excellence, and live productive lives. We

have 10s '%ﬁe‘ﬁmral and spiritual power which motivates effort, sacrifice,
compassion, fairness and reverence between man and man.

Let not the wise man glory in his knowledge.
Let not the mighty man glory in his might.
Let not the rich man glory in his riches.
But let him that gloriety, glory in this
That he understandeth and knoweth Me
The God of mercy, Justice and righteousness.
(Jer. 9.23)

JEWISH VULNERABILITY

We Jews are the people most closely identified with the moral and spiritual
traditio® which, through the Bible, provided the basic values and motivation
for our civilization. What is the Jewish contribution today to the desperately
needed moral and religious revival in our country?
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Governor Scranton opens the recently issued report of the President's
Commission on Campus Unrest with an assessment of the situation:

"The crisis on American campuses has no parallel in the
history of the nation."

Fortunately for us, the President's Commission does not identify the
ethnic background of student leaders who are most responsible for
violence on the American campus. But, if we Jews ever issued our own
-report on campus unrest, it would reveal two highly embarrassing facts:

First, it would show that if there are any moral or spiritual values in
Judaism, our boys and girls are so ignorant of them as to be virtually
incapable of contributing any of these to the moral and spiritual life
of the campus.

Thus, is it not painful for us to hear that one of the suspects in the
brutal slaying of a Boston policeman, father of nine children, by a

gang of revolutionary students who staged the armed robbery of the Boston
State Street Bank was a Philadelphia student named Michael Saul Fleisher?

Is it not painful for us to learn that in the recent bombing of the
Mathematics Center at Medison, Wisconsin, which demolished one of the
most advanced nuclear laboratories and claimed the life of a young
scientist, one of the four suspects is Davia Sylvan Fine of Wilmington,
Delaware?

A prophetic warning issued a decade ago by Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver of
Cleveland has been fulfilled:

"What we should fear most," he said, "is the rise of a genera-
tion of clever, restless Jews of quick ferment and high voltage,
rooted in no religious tradition, reverent of no moral code,
ignorant of all Jewish learning and held to social responsibility
by ng inner spiritual restraint, who will rage and bluster all
over the American Scene, from literature and art to politics

and government, and will commit their fellow-Jews in the eyes

of the American people. Such floating mines are a danger to

any people, but especially to a minority group. Some of the
mines are already exploding."
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PARENTAL FAILURE RESPONSIBLE FOR YOUTH'S ALIENATION

And if you ask, my friends, how did we produce such a generation of
Jewish youth, the answer is, who should know better than you?

Your sons and daughters, most likely, cannot name a single member of

the family who is intellectually engaged in Judaism and under an
effective spiritual discipline in his daily life. Your children, with
the rarest exception, never see truly committed, authentic Jews. A1l
they can see is g diluted version or perversion of Judaism, an extremely
easy-going religion, one which does not interfere with leisure, sleep,
or television; which callsg for no study, no observance, no sacrifice;
the religion of self-pampering people. How could such a feather-weight
Judaism win respect or devotion from our young people?

They crave a life that would challenge their idealism, but we have failed
them. We are not showing them a distinctive way of life. We are not
transmitting the Torah to our children. Jewish education will never

be a high priority for our sons and daughters if it is not a high priority
for adults as well. '

MY FRIENDS, THE NATION AND OUR PEOPLE ARE IN A GRAVE CRISIS.

Something precious has been lost in our way of life. We may now pin-point
our loss: It is the loss of the Holy or Sacred. Ours is a time of
desanctification, a time of desecration. Almost everything that was once
revered is now debunked and profaned by a generation whom we taught
everything except reverence. They see no sanctity in marriage, in the
home, in the family relationship; no sanctity in morals, even in life
itself.

To revive the sense of the Holy and make it the motivating power in the
moral life of our youth will take much more than a Bar Mitzvah or Confirma~
tion and occasional eéxposures to a worship service,

COMMITMENT TO A "WORKING" JUDAISM

I call on you tonight to commit yourself to a working Judaism, to a
participatory Judaism in which children are trained by the example of
parents; a Judaism which is not just an annual meeting of religious !
stockholders, but a life structured by the ethical and spiritual A
standards of a tradition which is studied and consulted and taken
seriously every day, a Judaism which is sufficiently respected so that no
one cqulains when holidays fall on week days or conflict with school
days. If our Judaism, only 22 years ago, had the power of creating a
new state for our people, it can surely create a new state of mind in
each of us which will invest our life with a sense of exalted purpose.
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Golda Meir once confided to a small party of American Jewish leaders
that she had a peculiar predicament - a communication problem with

a group of rather important visitors in Israel. Each year a couple
of thousand black African students explore every facet of Israeli life,
looking for success experiences which they could apply to problems of
their own newly independent nations. They assume that all they have
to do is to copy Israel's way of handling the situation, in order to
duplicate her success. But, explained Mrs.Meir, there is one basic
error in their reasoning. These young Africans believe that all we
have accomplished in Israel was done in the last two decades since
our independence. They look rather puzzled, said Mrs. Meir, when I
try to explain to them that it all began 3,500 years ago.

You do not understand the miracle that is Israel if you try to explain
it as a triumph of technology, military valor or clever investment
policy of the last two decades. The secret of Israel's strength is
the character and faith of the Jewish people developed in thousands

of years.

Similarly, the foundation of the civilization of America is not science,

not politics, not natural resources, but in the Biblical faith and

ethics which charted the nation's course from Plymouth Rock to the
@pmmitment by thé)founding fathers of this republicaéﬁat this was to

be a government of law, not of men.) If this Biblical faith in the

sanctity of law, in the sanctity of rights, in the sanctity of duties,
which is the foundation of America -- if this goes ~- then the culture,

the political freedom and all the wealth -- will go down with it. Therefore,

Let not the wise man glory in his knowledge.
Let not the mighty man glory in his might.
Let not the rich man glory in his riches.
But let him that glorieth, glory in this:
That he understandeth and knoweth Me
The God of mercy, justice and righteousness.
(Jer. 9.23)

AMEN
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By Rabbi Joshua O. Haberman
October 9, 1970
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e
I once read a short storyﬁthe name of the author awd €itle

escapes meM
Q

cYpimemy but there_is Pne scene in that story@ has

haunted me ever since. Tne author, riding in the coach
section of a train, is seated behind two young men and
overhears the" conversation. Both are evidently college
students:

"And what do you want next?" asked one

(Eif other answered: "My 6W;-car,"*i;____;3;7

e T
""And then?"
"”"Cét engaged.”i%*""_‘_:?:7
e
"And then?"

""And then?"

"And then?"
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"A job, a house and kids,"

"How do I know""
o Yo u
"Why, ask such foolish questions?"
A P ——1

But is it foolish to ask, "And then?" /}:;z —_

Are we not al%, each in his own mind, getting around ™

to this question as we sit here and review our own life,z’

«%-\we take stock of the past year and reconsider our whole
career¥--8nd now that we have gotten along in life so far,
what is the next step? What is the next goal?. . . . . .
And then?

Some of us have run out of goals to reach. Life is
getting to be a repeat performance. WI’{;}'— 1."
lWhat comes

next may be worse than boredom; aimlessness, I

Jlmmblwag,, loss of purpose, futility., Have you run out

of answers to the qustion,: And Then? }D

at e

SR we 're talking about is a condition which, in the
past, was experienced primarily by middle aged people, often
of conspicuous success, lﬁa,a sort of existential
impasse. Suddenly all things turn stale. They feel in a
rut, " burned out."

THe PROMBLT#M

Many of our you er people share this mood today: a
a allen
sense of almlessness,d fu illty. , It is apart: of the

dominant mood of America. This is eration: @f

S, successful in all the categories by which success
g LSS,
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has been measured for centuries:
Best educated,
Equipped with the most powerful political system,

Mogdg affluent Oerean—senesametIr R - -y €

uncertain, self doubting--and there are many whose aim-
wWhe ave.
lessness has turned to despair,,dropping out, escaping

into narcotic fantasies. -

The tragedy of a great country, intelligent, power-
ful and rich, yet feeling defeated, is notygitogether newaphencﬂaéhou,.
Jeremiah speaks of such a mood in his day. The world was
heading for collision. Two super powers were preparing
for awful confrontation: Babylonia to the east and Egypt
in the west. And as everyone was asking, as we ask today,
how will it end and what is there to rely upon, Jeremiah
gave the following answer:

Let not the wise man glory in his knowledge.

seshednioad

Let not the mighty man glory in his might.

Let not the rich man glory in his riches.

But let him that glorieth glory in this:
That he understandeth and knoweth me

The God of mercy, justice and righteousness.
(Jer. 9.23)
is relevint 4o oo
Jeremiah e Se—————s DCISONAl TEes— and
natinal condition. You can have intelligence and education.
You can have power and a political system as good as the
world has ever known. You can keawe have wealth---and

still have a crushing sense of failure because the essential

'tlm-J is m:ssy y




wiameican ciwiddsatiow, After all the great achievements

in science, technology, political growth and economic
wealth, the nation seems to have lost the key to security,
confidence, peace and a sense of purpose:

Let not the wise man glory in his knowledge.

Let not the mighty man glory in his might.

Let not the rich man glory in his riches.
—carTen peditical 50PIISEiceion anu weaitn are—of l‘[oﬂnd is of

benefit to the individual or to the natiopewithout the key--

namely, character, and moral and spiritual power. Lacking

that, you have nothing. L

docwc '
CELFTRCE htin our thesis., W€ Must”

‘emmiveasenkekeenhs—————, Ooverthrow some of our
most cherished notions. BEVOND POLITICS

A widely held assumption is that the lev@f of violence in
the country is proportionate to repression. We are told that
tyranny creates conditions favorable to explosive, revolu-
tionary violence. Despite all this prattle about America
being anﬂ%ppressivenhountry, no one in his right mind would
call the United States of the 1950's and 60's a tyranny or
a dictatorship. Freedom of assembly and speech have never
been more used and abused than in these decades. Intolerable

obscenities and disruptions are being tolerated. @
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A noisy minority can mercilessly heckle even the President of
the United States. The one point on which all research
papers on student milifancy have agreed so far is that the
Yaa, ¢
typical member ofﬂSDS comes from a highly permissive home.
Certainly ours is the most tolerant society in Ameican
—
history, yet we have experienced a huge escalation of
in onrtinat .
violenceA There does not seem to be a constitutional or
purely political answer. Then, where is the answer? &imm
CRRRE S TP OWE T E ek an O A O WO T D RO e e Ottt |
Sbwtwowo® \hy cannot the most stable democracy in history’
produce civic concord and confidence?
LET NOT THE MIGHTY MAN GLORY IN HIS MIGHT:
o m——
Whatever the political system or structure, it cannot

be stronger than its foundation in the moral and spiritual

life of its people. When the foundation crumbles, the whole

m ; .. i
E'ONGM

Another sacred cow in the American creed has to do with

the almighty dollar. In the American way, the solution of
most problems carries the dollar sign. We talk about re-
arranging national priorities and think of it primarily as
afushast - operation, shifting so many billions of
dollars from one column to another in aiﬁlational budget.
How sound is the assumption that money is the chief answer

to the racial problem, to social conflict, to crime and

delinquency?



wpvablemes Take crime, for example. Its sharpest increase
has occurred precisely in these post-depression decades
when the United States achieved its highest prosperity.
And where is the crim?:&sing fastest? Not in the nation's
gorst poverty pockets, the Mississippi Delta and the Appala-
chian Region, but in the most prosperous Metropolitan areas

and in the wealthiest suburbs no less than in the inner City e wm

“Spstrearanslisshingbesp@.. Money alone is not the medicine
“—

for social ills.

—— e
Neither is itjffor our childrenj/the source of fulfillment
— “
and the driving force for achievemenﬁ’and the measuring yard
AS
of success it used to be.
N

Our sons and daughters show little enthusiasm for plush
living. They stay away in droves from the gilded ghettos of
ountry blubs and luxury resorts. Salary or income are no
longer the first considerations in the choice of aéareer.
And to the horror of their elders, too many of thése
children of prosperity deliberately seek out poverty as
vagabonds, dressed in rags, bedrugged and bedraggled.

Where is the power of money to solveg our social problems &~ Whiwc /¢
“Tle PO e ef hor
ame to satisfy the deep discoment of our youth?

O LET NOT THE RICH MAN GLORY IN HIS RICHES.

——

It i@ not in thepower of the purse to give our children
It is motate porne_of flapurare
a sense of purpose ca!ﬂ/lto lift the morale of g a society

which has been polluted by hatred and crime. TSRttt
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BEYON) EDUCATiOMbimt

A century ago, Horace Mann used to run up and down the
country, preaching the gospel of salvation through education.
Build schools, he said, and you will magnify prosperity,
happiness, civic peace and morality.

Never in all the higory of civilization has any nation

produced ‘ system of education the like of which we may

boast of today. Are we boasting? e
Beeavse-tew—Yori—Gity—-Coklese~mione-Tezistered=446,000
semientestivie=fEFEeatonet. 300 jobs for college president

go begging. The acting president of Stamford University
said: '"Any man who wants to take charge of an educational
institution nowadays, probably belongs in an institution

of another sort‘l.”

Now what about the students? Are they achieving®”
happiness, peace and moral im:':provement? Never have eyes
beheld a more disturbed, perplexed and angrier lot. A New
York Times report on Harvard in 1970 quotes a representative
student: *

"Seven out of ten people I know are going to a
psychiatrist.,"

Some of the brightest and most idealistic students are oreub

calling for rebellion. The moderate majority trusts nobody,
not even their own scale of values, il
ﬂ?ﬂ Even science, long theidol of American

education, is in retreat. The number of Harvard graduates

wgizmmeiiem choosing careers in science declined 60 percent

during the last five years.
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On every campus the dropout rate has risen sharp
one of onr |eachs Icﬂed\lﬁls
so has drug addiction and suicide. APro . Irving Krlstal
declared recently before the association of American Colleges:
"Ihave a son who is now preparing to enter college

and frankly, I'm heartsick at the thought that this

young man--is going to have to live through four

Years at one of our institutions of higher learning."
LET NOT THE WISE MAN GLORY IN HIS WISDOM
LET NOT THE MIGHTY MAN GLORY IN HIS MIGHT
LET NOT THE RICH MAN GLORY IN HIS RICHES.

Why do themducational, political and

economic resources of the United States fall short of

__(HeE UEY 7o RECOVERY

delivering a meaningful, decent and securg way of life?
The answer is sugueateu in the story of tlhwee éEE emen who were

registerea in a New York hotel. Returning very late one night,
they discovered to their dismay that all the elevaiors were out of order.

‘fﬁe room which they occupied together happened to be on
the 60th floor. There was no choice but to use the
stairway. As they started up, one of them said: "We
have a long climb ahead and in order to pass time more
quickly I suggest that each o?ﬁs do something. I have
a pretty good voice, so I'm going to sing songs for the
first 20 floors. “And you," he turned to the second one, 2’0t~—
‘aave a good sense ofhumor. Suppose you tell us jokes
the next 20 flightsﬁ And you," he said to the third,

"are kind of serious--so tell us sad stories from there

on to the top."



The suggestion was accepted. As they started up

the long climb, the first sang every song he knew until

they reached the 20th floor. Then,, the second entertained

them with jokes until they reached the 40th floor. Then

the third took over as they kept climbing.

"Now it is my turn to tell sad stories," he said,

— 'and I shall begin by telling you ---@$ kﬁbb’c&
ahhrﬂhthat I|1‘-‘ft the key downstairs."

So it is with many of us in life. So it is with
America. today: After climbing up to high levels of

i -
success % we discover that
/

we haven't got the key to a mean:.ng;it:]‘; lifﬁg:;ftzf é:llé“,
” We have lost the key to all that makes “
secure and safe to live with., We have lost the values
which inspired former generations to strive for excellence’
— A SLAATNT S. We have lost the moral and
spiritual power which mmxkxwakex motivates effort,

sacrifice, compassion, fairness and reverence between

man and man.
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Let not the wise man glory in his knowledge.x
Let not the mighty man glory in his might.
Let not the rich man glory in his riches.
But let him that glorieth, glory in this
That he understandeth and knoweth Me

The God of merc justice and righteousness,
J ';(Jer. LR, 1T
Y 4

-

with the moral and spiritual traditim which, through the

Bible, provided the basic values and motivation for our
civilization, What is the Jewish contributg:d:{ the

desperately needed moral and religious revival in our CO%/&) '1.-'
\_—-

Governor Scranton opens the recently issued report
of the President's Commission on Campus Unrest with an
assessment of the situation:

"The crisis on American campuses has no parallel in

the history of the nation."

Fortunately for us, the President's Commission @~
, does not identify the ethnic background of
student leaders who are most responsible for violence on
the American campus. But, if we Jews ever issued our 222.

report on campus unrest, it would reveal two highly

embarrassing facts:
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First, it would show that if there are any moral
or spiritual values in Judaism, our boys and girls are

vivtuall
so @Y icnorant of them as to be d’imcapable
of contributing any of these to the moral and spiritual
life of the campus.

Secondly, it would reveal that the Jewish proportion
among the most radical}disruptive and destructive militants
on the campus is very, very high.

It was bad enough\ that we had to supply an Art
Goldberg as Mario Savio's chief lieutenant at Berkeley
and a Mark Rudd to head up the insurrection at Columbi%,{édﬁﬁéd b?
his e fiecs home-made Chec +— SO0 )

Bbut far worse is the involvement Of young Jews in the most
vicious terrorist actions, of which they boast as great
acts of idealism.

is itenofF—

Thus, ¥&=%8 painful for us to hear that one of the
suspects in the brutal slaying of a Boston policeman, father
of nine children, by a gang of revolutionary students who
staged the armed robbery of the Boston State Street Bank

mowmed -
was a Philadelphia student, Michael Saul Fleisher?

Is it mot pPanfil B+ s Lo leari— that— itn—
Tthe recent bombing of the Mathematics Center at Madison,

A

b
Wisconsin?kéemolished one of the most advanced nuclear

laboratories and claimed the life of a young scientist,

AOne of the four suspects is David Sylvan Fine, 7

e of Wilmington, Delaware.




<17 =
S ® A prophetic warning issued

a decade ago by Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver of Clevelandhas heen fhl{-'”uf:
"What we should fear mosin}g;%%e rise of a generation

of clever, restless Jews of quick ferment and high voltage,

rooted in no religious tradition, reverent of no moral f
e —
code, ignorant of all Jewish learning and held to social

e e s C———

responsibility by no inner spiritual restraint7¢Who will
rage and bluster all over the American scene from literatute
and art to politics and government, and will commit their

fellow-Jews in the eyes of the American people. Such
E——

floating min@s are a danger to any people, but especially | J

to a minority group. Some of the mines are already
&H'l ﬁlﬁspwsai}w FoA- ‘rwms ﬁL!Enm—naA//

FAILyRE
exploding." %; /PrOC{MCQ/

And if you askdhow did we msge® such a generation of
ﬂ

Jewish youth, the answer is, who should know better than
Your sons and daughters, most likely, cannot name a

single member of the family who is intellectually engaged

in Judaism and under an effective spiritual discipline in

his daily life. Your children, with the rarest exception,

tral mmFed a
never see H, authentic Jews. All they can see is @n

diluted _ e el
SEEme» version or perversion of Judaism, g 2n 4sfreme 9

easy-going religion, one which does not interfere with
L
leisure, sleep, or television; which calls for no study,

no observance, no sacrifice; the religion of self-pampering



B

people. How could such a feather-weight Judaism win respect
Oor devotiom from our youmg people ?

They crave a liie tanat would challenge their idealism, but
we have failed them. We are not showing them a distinctive way
of life. We are not tramsmitting the Torah to our children.
Jewish education will never be & high priority for our soms and

daughters il it 1s mot a high priority for adults as well.

= e ——

MY FRIENDS, IHE NATION AND QUR PEOPLE ARE IN A GRAVE CRISIS.
\

"Something precious has been lost" in our way of

life. We may nw pin-point oWy 1oss: It is the loss of

the Holy or Sacred. Ours is a tine of desanctification,d *MC-C{
i

Je.sccrai‘eﬂh‘“m"“ everything that was once revered is now debunked and

p profaned by a gemeration whom we taught everything except

reverence. They see no sanctity in marriage, in the home,
= o sapchty
in the family relationship',Ain morals, even in life itself."
To revive the sense of the' Holy and make it the

motivating power in the moral life of our youth, will take
much more than a Bar Mitzvah or Confirmation -iskesmt=try and
occasional exposures to a worship service.

i N
nrle BBE CoMMIThENT—Te A WORKING JVIAIS M
I call on you)\to commit yourself to a working Judaism,

'to a participatory Judaism, in which children are trained by

the example of parents; a Judaism which is not just an



2%k~
annual meeting of religious stockholders, but a life
structured by the ethical and spiritual standards of

2wd Phec. sligsl
a tradition which is studied and consulteqqevery day,

5
a Judaism which is sufficiently respected so that no
one complains when @@ holidays fall on week days or
conflict with school days. If our Judaism, only 22 years

ago, had the power of creating a new state for our people,

it can surely create a new state of mind in each of us

which will invest our life with a sense of exalted
purpose.
Golda Meir once confided to a small party of American
@ec.lr&a" D e o 3rmsenl — A
Jewish leaders that she had a,communication problem with

A~
a q@pyaid group of rather important visitors in Israel.

Each year a couple of thousanﬁ‘mkr'ican students explore
every facet of Israeli life, looking for success experiences
which they could apply to problems of their own newly
independent nations. They assume that all they have to do
is to copy Israel's way of handling the sitution, in order
to duplicate her success. But, explained Mrs. Meir, there
is one basic error in their reasoning. These young

——

Africans believe that all we have accomplished in Israel

was dore in thg‘two decades since our independence. They

“said s Meir
look rather puzzleqlwhen I try to explain to them that it

all began 3,500 years ago.
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You do not understand the miracle which is Israel if
—— ey,

you try to explain it <yl as a triumph of technology,

f“"#l d‘m'

military valor or clever investment polic¥ﬂ~ The secret

of Israel's strength is the character and faith of the

Jewish people devloped in thousands of years.

Similarly, the foundation of the civilization of

America is not science, not politics, not natural
ﬂ

———1 ————

resources, but in the Biblical faithahd. ethics which

charted the nation's course from Plymouth Rock to the

g€ flass repwbl. o

commitment by the founding fathers that this was to be

& GOVERNMENT CF LAw NOT OF MEN.

If this Biblical faith

in the sanctity of law, in the sameiity of rights, inthe

sanctity

il this goes,

and all the wealth ———- will gqﬂwith it.

not the
not the
not the
let him
That he
The God

ol duties, waich is the foundation of America —---

-—~then the culture, the political ireedom
o
Mg,fore
J

wise man glory in his knowledge.
mighty man glory in his might.

rich man glory in his riches

that glorieth, glory in this:
understandeth and knoweth Me

of mercy, justice and righteousness.

(Jer. 9.23)

AMEN





