¥

AMERICAN JISH THE JACOB RADER MARCUS CENTER OF THE

AMERICAN JEWISH ARCHIVES

A DIVISION OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE - JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION

MS-920: Sy Syms Papers, 1944-2012.
Series B: General, 1944-2009, undated.

Box Folder
5 2

Condolence cards. T-Z, 2009.

For more information on this collection, please see the finding aid on the
American Jewish Archives website.

3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
513.487.3000
AmericandewishArchives.org


https://www.americanjewisharchives.org/







Seve @/m@
RETIRE  Frtom ms
WET s
DQFT W (747\/04767@‘ WAom's
772?/%/17 ﬂ / QU%E e

——




70 THE Syms q’/uhwi//i

Words o] 2tpes qur okep

5&CH//‘£)S'S’ jpr T&a losS B, /ovr
Tartier. WintngusT ond sy at
Store g z0 Setbk Theics /zmaéé’,,/w:

S ToRE <220

e Bt

D7 416 7:2,,/

2 CORINTHIANS 1:3-4 (NIV)

jl:ugk we lry to prepare,

we are never PTEPQTeCl enoug]"z,

l)u’[ tl'lere’s a compassionate

Goc] n Leaven
WLO sees, W]’\O cares, W]’IO com(orts.

May you [ee] His presence

as you 9rieve

tl'le ]oss o(your 1(atl1er.









/%Wﬁ/ OP %/A)’

s R
be 4 precions source
of peace, trengi,
and comyfort
mthe Angs atiead.




Our
memories
keep us
forever

close

to the

ones
we love




B et s o
S e L flase As%fu
é\75 A Fla Sed res
? §73 Aot leit pade /74
Mes @ ool e, &L T fries
o /1/23:1 o A 5&_7‘
deol. Ta votd a=U, Foo.
e apx s Yol Ao oo T RC

bl P pest Ao o~ Onil T




MARVIN TRAUB AssOCIATES, INC.

November 18, 2009
Ms. Marcy Syms
Syms Corporation
One Syms Wway
Secaucus, NJ 07094
Dear Marcy,

I was so saddened to learn of Sy’s passing yesterday. He was a pioneer and
legend in our industry and a wonderful man.

I know he will be sorely missed by his family, friends and colleagues.
Please know you are in my thoughts at this difficult time.

Warmest regards,

R !X//Lf'\/\f

410 PARK AVENUE, 9™ FLOOR, NEW YORK, NY 10022 ¢ TELEPHONE 646-723-2990 °* FAX 646-723-2972
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Vice President, Marketing and Donor Relations
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Cardiovascular disease is not just a man'’s disease.

It's the number one killer of women, accounting for more than
32 percent of all deaths per year. In fact, twice as many women
die every year from heart disease than from all types of cancer
combined, including breast cancer. Since 1984, more women
than men have died from cardiovascular disease.

Breakthrough programs and treatments are routine at NYU
Cardiac & Vascular Institute and the Leon H. Charney Division
of Cardiology. Our Cardiovascular Genetics program is learning
how genetic makeup influences the susceptibility to common
heart and vascular diseases and is using that knowledge to
develop new ways to diagnose and treat them. Our Regenerative
Medicine program is working to understand the characteristics
of living tissue so that we may develop ways to create new tissue
and organs to replace those that are diseased. And our
Women's Heart Center is creating new protocols and guidelines
that help us find and treat heart disease in women sooner.

For more information about our programs, contact:
Barbara Williams

Administrator for the Women's Heart Center
phone: 212.263.9165

e.mail: barbara.williams@nyumc.org

For information on how to support the Women’s Heart Center,
contact:

Sarah A. Wadelton

Associate Director of Major Gifts

phone: 212.404.3469

e.mail: sarah.wadelton@nyumc.org
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CEDAR SHoOPPING CENTERS, INC.

» 44 South Bayles Avenue
II~ Port Washington, NY 11050-3765

(T)516.767.6492
(F) 516.767.6497

www.cedarshoppingcenters.com

November 23, 2009

Ms. Marcy Syms
Syms Corp.

One Syms Way
Secaucus, NJ 07094

Dear Ms. Syms,

| am sorry to hear about the passing of your father and company founder.
Please accept my condolences.

Sincerely,
/
E 2, /\/\
Bren alker

Vice FPresideit

BJW/aw



% 100% post-consumer

w Y whyc.org
93.9fm
DR am 820

Hearlt Now

LauraR. Walker
Presidentand CEO

T:646.829.4444

November 18, 2009 F:646.829.4206
lwalker@wnyc.org

Ms. Marcy Syms
1 Syms Way
Secaucus, NJ 07094

Dear Marcy,

On behalf of everyone at WNYC Radio, I am writing to express
our sincere condolences for the passing of your father. We are so
grateful for the commitment both you and he have shown to
building strong and vibrant public media organizations in New
York City. You have done so much to support the insightful
dialogue, intellectual exploration, and rich cultural programming
that bring enrichment and great enjoyment to so many people.
During this time, please know that our thoughts are with you and
your family.

best regards,

WNYC Radio
160 Varick Street
New York NY 10013



Joseph Weilgus
122 East 42" Street, Suite 825
New York, New York 10168

November 23, 2009
Dear Mrs. Syms and Family,

Sy used to call me "Sunshine" or "Joe Sunshine." The truth is, it was him who brought
tremendous sunshine to my life in many ways...

I met Sy Syms about 13 years ago. So, I guess you can say | had a Bar Mitzvah’s worth of time
getting to know him. It was not necessarily a close relationship, at least relative to the many who
had the privilege to spend more than the two or three treasured moments a year with him, as I
did, but it was certainly a warm relationship. I am extremely lucky not only to have known him
as the figure who devoted so much of himself to the school I attended, but also to have been able
to catch a glimpse of the “man” himself.

A year or so after | graduated, | was invited to an intimate dinner at Abigael's with Sy, a handful
of other SSSB board members, such as Ira Kukin and Kurt Katz, and about a dozen alumni of
SSSB. I remember walking into the restaurant with Sy and listening to the short question and
answer period that was held during dinner. One alum asked what we all thought was a silly
question, but I for one am grateful that it was posed to this day. He asked, "Mr. Syms, how is it
that you managed being a religious person and so successful at business at the same time?" Mr.
Syms replied, "You probably want to direct the question to some other board member as I'm not
a religious man. I eat what I want, I worked holidays and on Shabbat, so, perhaps one of the
other board members would like to answer." Another board member (who was wearing a
yarmulke) protested right away and said, "My dear friend Sy, I could not disagree with you
more. We all aspire to be as religious as you. Look how you spend your time, look how you
spend your money, look how you treat all the people around you. You embody what a religious
man is and we should all aspire to be as religious as you."

I must have repeated this story hundreds of times, though half of those times were probably in
order to convince women that were not observant to go out with me despite my observance! In
all seriousness, this is a lesson I think of everyday as I conduct my business and charity with
people from all walks of life. So, I guess you can say that I learned the most important parts of
our religion from Sy.

For the past five years or so, at the annual Israeli Philharmonic events, Sy would always have a
big smile when he saw me and introduce me as a graduate of "our" school. He always used the
word "our," really talking about it as being his family's school. While it gave him some pride, it
gave me great joy and satisfaction to see how happy he was as it was his great gift which made
that moment possible.



About 5 years ago, when I became President of a decent-sized business, the development team at
Yeshiva and Syms reached out to me. I told them while I may have a fancy title and was doing
modestly well for being 6 years out of college, I could only give so much, though I was happy to
do it. I remembered back to the story of Sy's establishment of the business school, and his words
to Dr. Lamm, saying that while we graduate great doctors and lawyers, it's the businessmen that
will fund this great school.

In re-telling Dan Forman and his team the above story, | said, along with my donation of a
modest starter gift, “In the vein of Mr. Syms’ founding of the school, we need more alumni
donors, and if the business grads don’t donate, who will?” I went on to say that as much as I
hated dinners, they work. (Of course they turned the table on me to chair it.) While I had our
large Project Sunshine gala within a few weeks of the Syms dinner, I said that 1 would be an
anonymous chair. [ invited 20 alumni of Syms to my office for lunch to serve as the backbone of
the fundraising and givers to the dinner, and 20 alumni showed and donated. It was because of
Sy that I cared about doing a dinner and it was in Sy and the Syms family honor that we did the
event. There were many more dinners to follow and I hope to continue to contribute to Sy’s
legacy in this manner.

After the funeral on Friday, I went to the Syms store on 54™ | walked in my (pre-recession)
Loro Piano cashmere suit and coat. I walked out with my first purchase from Syms since going
for my Bar Mitzvah suit. Maureen, the manager of one of the suburban stores, helped me with
my purchase. Visiting the store was like a shiva call. I mentioned that I was an alumnus of the Sy
Syms School of Business and was coming from the funeral. There must have been 40 people
from different stores and the Syms headquarters gathered on different floors remembering Sy.
The random sales people on the floor were clearly saddened and one who had worked at Syms
for 20 plus years and seemed extremely distracted and distraught, specifically said, “We should
see you on better occasions.”

Indeed this is a loss for so many. At the same time it is hard to think about Sy Syms without
smiling and celebrating our time with him. Personally, I will always reflect on how lucky I was
to have been educated at his school and to have learned so much from the man himself.

A

Joseph Weilgus

Love,
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NOURISHES THE HEART,

AND GRIEF ABATES.

Marcer ProusT



&;ere are those whose lives

death cannot diminish.

Their love radiates

forever in the hearts

of friends and loved ones...

...and their light shines on

in the lives they’ve touched

for so many years.
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%-tke love that surrounds you,
may you find strength...
“in the memories you cherish,

may you find peace.







The mission of FINCA International is to provide financial
services to the world's lowest-income entrepreneurs so they
can create jobs, build assets, and improve their standard of
living. We accomplish this by offering small loans and a
savings program to those turned down by traditional banks,
believing that even the poor have a right to financial services.
With these loans, families can invest in, and build, their
own small businesses, increasing their income-earning
capacity. Worldwide, our clients post repayment rates

over 97 percent.

Smal"lm Loans-Big Changes

FINCA International, 1101 14th Street, N.W., 11th Fl., Washington, D.C. 20005
Telephone: 202.682.1510 Fax: 202.682.1535 email: info@villagebanking.org
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; very time you recall

your dad’s laughter,
every time you find yourself doing
something he taught you
or repeating something he used to say...
every time you think of him,
you bring your dad

closer to your heart.
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STAINED GLASS WINDOWS BY MARC CHAGALL
HADASSAH-HEBREW UNIVERSITY
MEDICAL CENTER, JERUSALEM

May you be comforted

in knowing

that Hadassah will continue
its life-giving work

in memory of
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This card represents the sender's support of Hadassah.

Founded in 1912, Hadassah, the Women's Zionist Organization of America, is the largest women'’s,
largest Zionist and largest Jewish membership organization in the United States. In Israel, Hadassah
initiates and supports pace-setting health care, education and youth institutions, and reforestation and
parks projects. In the United States, Hadassah enhances the quality of American and Jewish life through
Jewish, Zionist and health education for its members and for its Zionist youth movement, Young Judaea.
Hadassah serves as a major force in supporting social action and advocacy, and provides opportunities
for personal enrichment and growth. lts extensive leadership development program helps prepare
volunteers to assume leadership positions in Hadassah and in the broader Jewish community.

oS
SAH

800.664.JOIN
www.hadassah.org

©2008 Hadassah, The Women’s Zionist Organization of America, Inc. Hadassah is a registered trademark of Hadassah, The Women's Zionist Organization of America, Inc.
R381




George Zimmer

Dear Marcy -

I was saddened to hear of your loss, as was the entire J ewish
community. Everyone from Men’s Wearhouse joins me in
expressing our condolences on your loss.

As requested, we are making a contribution to Mount Sinai
Medical Center.

Sincerel %/V/\
incerely, /@ o
e

MEN'S WEARHOUSE®

AR/
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CONGREGATION EMANU-EL
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK




December 4. 2609

Dear Mr. Syms,
1 wish to convey to you that a gift has been made to

Congregation Emanu-El

In Memory of Sy Syms
by:

Mr. Steven Weiner
100 Winsion Drive
Unit 7K North
Cliffside Park, NJ 07010

Sincerelv.

Robyn Weinstein Cimbol
Director of Development




ONE EAST 65TH STREET

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10065

212-744-1400

WWW.EMANUELNYC.ORG







Public Television 26 & Radio 90.9 FM
Serving Greater Washington, D.C.
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Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center is the world’s oldest and largest
institution devoted to prevention, patient care, research, and education in
cancer. For over 120 years, Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center has
offered the best possible care for patients with cancer and has sought strategies
to prevent, control and ultimately cure cancer in the future. Our continuing
record of success in the laboratory and at the bedside attests to our position
as one of the nation’s premier cancer centers.

Visit our Web site at www.mskcc.org

&0 RECYCLABLE MADE IN THE USA
C121-MSK-07




May the Many Wonderful
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FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY




' %‘our family has lost

someone very special,

somebody who touched many lives—

especially yours.
So this comes today
to honor your memories
and to let you know
you're kept very close

in thought and heart.




With

7"

To You
AND YOUR
FAMILY




\)%ping your memories

bring you peace

at this sad time.
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lthough words cannot begin

{o ease the sorrow
of your loss,
please know that
you are in the thoughts

of so many who care.

Ll j/;ﬂ”
Mare Mo
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