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Dr . Ab a illel Silver 
~he Temple 
Clevelcnd, Ohio 

Dear Dr . Silver: 

I attaci herewith a copy of,. minute of the meeting of tne Alloca-
tions Conmittee held yesterd[ . y I call your attention p8rti-
cularly to the resol tion w:Clicn I h[ve p rased indic tine· pction 
ta.Ken by tl.e Co ittee, ith resnec1; to the exnenditure ot' c to 
be received o t e United Jewish p~eal eyond t e ~9 , ~00,000 
already allotted . If t ' .. is resolution and the second resolution 
concerning distribution off ds in edi::itely tot· e ; tional Iefugee 
Servlce and United Palestine Appeal meet with your approval ill you 
please si~n the second copy of the inute so t you , d retu rn suc.t 
second copy to me at my Chicago dress, o . 130 ·orth ,,'ells ireet , 
oom 1712, Chicago, Illinois. .. aturally, any S"llt:;gestions witn 

resoect to p raseology o th re olution would be nost elcome . 

I assume that in view oi" the '.) O'< ers g r nted t e Alloc" tions Committee 
and in view of tl e unanimous c\ Ction trucen b r t e Coumi ttee' no furtr..er 
meeti L.~ s of tie ornmi tt~e are required. Do you believe tnat tL.e 
Co ittee should ~ to e discnarged br t e or5 nizations t t 
c.ppointed it? 

:,ay I lso indicate tha t I s 11 _:>repare t1t o letters: (1) a letter 
to be sent to tue joint Ci.airmen of tLe United Jeiish Anp , copies 
t.t ereof to t 1e joint r:..·reasur ro, indico..tin5 action tciken by the 
Allocc.tions Coi· d.ttee ,it1 reg~rd to ti:1e distribution of funds; 
(2) a letter to -~r . James . osenberg, caroon CO!)ies to e.bers 
of t:i: .. e osenwald aruil ssocia tion, in answer to t e letter written 
by '1;r . osenberg to t.1: e enbers of tie Allee tions Co • ttee 'Ii th 
respect to prop .r uditille, of t.e cccounts of the constituent 
organizations of tne United Jewish .nppeal . I shall prep re such 
lette1·s w en I return to Cl ic' go 1 ter today and for urd t em for 
approval tote chairman of t10 Conmittee, fir . Louis Kirstein . 

Finally , may I say t t I enjoyed 
the Cammi ttee. 

SAgEH 
ncls. 

ch worki 

$20,000,000 i, the National Goal for 1939 

it and for 
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. I "i U S 

OF A TING OF THE ALL TI l s C l• I I TTEE F T U I ED ~ .,·I 'H .APP lL 

Held at the Offices of I~ . Henry Ittleson 

o . 1 Par-.- Avenue , ·e Yor.K City 

A meeting of t:e llocations Co ittee hie~ as held at the offices cf 

1r . Henry Ittleso , 1 Par'" Avenue , ew York City, be ·an t 1 P. .. on over,tb r 

1 , 1939, • d was a.djourned at 6 P. i~. All . embers o ne co~ itt e were 

present , nar ely , Dr . Solomon Gold.nu , Henry Ittleson, Louis D. Kirstein , ch,_.irman , 

_ lbert D. Las· er, Dr . Abba Hillel ilver . •. r. 

per ·armed t · e dutie · of that office. 

• * * • * • * * * * • • * * * * * 

( .OJ. : The members of tl e Ccmr.dttee , Lctin- s individuAls, held L for 1 

hearing with ,:r . Ben Cohen of • ,' shington rior to the forn 1 meeting of t e 

Cammi ttee . ~ . Cohen presented a request t : at the llocations 'ommittee make 

a gift :i: ic1 mi 6 • t be used for ref-ue;ees , ir1~especti ve o their reli ior, nd 

icn mi t be prese ted in merrory of Pope Pi· s • e members of tne Committee 

indicated to ~ . Cohen tat it was not ithin t e province of~ e Co ittee to 

m.-'ike allocations of t1is type , out tat Dr . Silver , s a member of the· egotiating 

o ittee , ~ould int' t capacity be glad to present the request t the next 

meeting of the e5 otiating Committee and urge t · e Committee to 

to indicate the conditions of such a gift .) 

* * * * * * • • * * * * * * * * 

The Secretary resented a fon 1 renort w ic .,.. e h d prepared 

e a gift and 

s result 

of explor tory investi ation oft e .orx and t· e financitl oner tions of the 

Joint istrioution Co ittee , t · e United le tine npe 1 ·nd its constituent 

or izations, s ell s the . tional Refugee Service . Followin~ t e reading 

of tnis report it a su ested those portions of pages 15, 16 ~nd 17 int e 
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reoort w ich concern d themselves itn t' e el York City oper tions of tle 

a.tio 1al e ugee ervice should be deleted. T- e orn1 it tee 1 so un. nin.ously 

a.e:,reed tnat t.1:1e gen r' 1 su est ion made by t · e ecretary to the e 1ect t · t 

tne operations of the various agencies -oe considered on a c lend.!:lr : e r c nd 

c:=i.sh basis could not at t is time be co sider d . 

Te Committee thereupon i ediately turned to considerEtion of the 

best met ods to 6 ov,r reasonable division of t: e o , 000 , 000 ·1nic. .ould 

in all probability be ra.i sed --nd paid into t .. e treas ry of t · e United Jewis 

Appecl in addition to the 9 , o00 , 000 lhich had lready been distrib ted 

among t J.e p .. rtici~')atin ore;.:nizc.,;tions, sue: division to oe achieved on the 

basis oi tile needs presented by t· ese or ani zations ... nd in rel tio to t: e 

tot 1 mount to b distriouted . 

iscussion indicated t.at t e Joint Distribution Conunittee n d unuert .. ken 

vario s underwri tings d 6uar tees witL. respect to ref· ees , notabl:r i:n 

connection witn t e Coordinatin- Fou.~dation d it refu ·ees wno h ci to be 

dise 1bar. ed from the S . • t. Louis . '.:. e ommittee lso considered the 

er ency needs or t e l tional -eiugee ·ervice and or t e U it d P ... le stine 

A:>peal. In all t e._c co ections the aossibili ty 01' relr tive re ...,o si ili ty 

of all ~articipat i 5 or 0 aniz tions in all such under ritin5 s w s explored. 

As result of 11 t ' ese discussions and of discussion oft e general 

bud ets presented by t '10 ort;anization , t· e 10110 in re elution as adopted 

by una imous vote: 

EI RESOL tat the Allee tions o ·ttee, in accord ce ith 

the "'JO ·ers vested in it y the Joint lstrioution Con nittee d t.t e 

United Palestine peal under an ree ent dcted ece ~er 9 , 1938 , 

hereby instructs t · e of icers of t e United Je~ ish p e 

bute funus , collected beyond t· e 9,b00,000 covered i 

to distri

such 5 r ent 

and up to r d tot o amounts collected o • 'l , .. 00,000,"S ollo s: 
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(1) ~o00 , 000 to tne • tio al efu ee ervice , Inc . 

(2) 

2b0 , 000 to be· ld in reserve nendin renort bv t e ,e ·oti~ti l .. 

Co ittee i~- res ect to, gift or gifts to oe . e to 

or~nizatio s de ling wit" Christin ref :ees ; 

ith r spect tote re i der ,150 , 000 , tie 10110~ in distrioution 

is to be made : 1,500,000 to the United Palestine Appeal 

3 , oo0 , 000 tote erican Je11 isl1 Joint Distribution 

Comrni ttee ; 

If re t}1 a total of ~lo , o00 , 000 is collected in cash t · e Joint 

Distri ution Committee and the United Palestine Appeal are to 1 re 

in sue' additional amounts on the basis of 70:; of "'Ucn ddition 

amounts bein paid tot· e Joint 

t· e United Palestine Appeal; 

istrioution Coi ittee rnd ~a to I 

Should. less t an a total .;,lb , o00 ,000 be received t1.e Joint Distri

bution oIDini ttee 1d Uni t ed Pale~ tine ppe, 1 s· 11 s ere in sucl 

amounts up to v , lo0 , 000 in reL.,,tion ~·hie· the two sums p ropriated, 

n~ ly 1 , 500 , 000 ior t!e ited Palestine ppeal d 3 , o 0 , 000 for 

Joint Distrioution Co1, iti,ee , o , r to ac:. ot er . In ot er ords , 

a rel tion of 15 to 36 . 

In view of tl1e facts presented to the Allocations Cornmi ttee wi ti respect 

to t: e fin cial e er ency existin in t· e .1.,atio 1 efu.gee Servic d itn 

respect to ~ emerge cy relie situation in P lestine, the Alloc· tions o ittee 

also 

S LV.i!iD t t t e officers of t e ni ted Jewis ppeal be instructed to 

distribute s soon s possible 1rom funds no av ilable ors ortly to be 

lill'de v ilable t e sum of o00 , 000 to t e • atio.n 1 Ref ee 

~250 ,000 tote United Palestine Appe 1. 

T"1is resolution as 

rvice d 

ectfull submitted, so adopted unanimou t:e~-----
~ 

• ldsmith 
Secretary 
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OVe!!lbe- 17, 19~9 

r. Louis E. i ~ ein 
.m. Filen •s ons 
26 ",, C'.hin ton .... t. 

Boston, 'a • 

.. de • ·r...,t inc 

Bee u~e I 1a to Philadel hia 
to he on for the o.enin~ o h ir Ohit J, i h 

p e 1, I d not ,,t • c nee to ell .. ou ho. deli ht 
I • as • t h th in ich : ou c nduct t'he e ting 
of t1e All c tion ittee, ~ ur a·. eJ~ , our 
·i do d t ct. You e it possible for the 

Cocm!ttee t complt:,te ver: · di_.._.:.cult job 1 u re r 1
{ bly 

hort time, • .d to C'"'nclude 1th c .1 an mit m n 
tins. 

,nclosi - ~1~re t a co f • let r :hich 
• el Gold i th coverln he . inutcs o... t . e 

t e a e • .. 1 o undo t 1 , 
ou ill rec 11 Dr. - i. ~ist 

t: ., nr on a 2/' 1/5 •• ... mg ant. T. r ading 
e 2 on ·t ~~ rev d n :eep n· 

t' es ge.ti n of m~ lett~r, uld g v~ th i .ression 
ea reed to a 71 -29% arr ge, nt hich s, f course, 

foreign to all our minds. lso claus 4 in the .fin hould 
b r ev sed 1th th_ r ct in mid. I eh 11 . gl'd to h ,r 
from u. 

th V 

Ail I ff 
Enc. 

•ith a 1 ood 
ne r ut e, Ir n 

V rv cordially .. -our , 
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19 39 

Mr. Samuel A. Golds ith 
130 North ,.~ ells St. 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear .Golds it: 

An werin your letter of overnber sixteenth 
wo ' d sa I h~.ve signed tne second c~y of tne inutes of t e 
meet ·ng of tne Allocatiois Co1 ittee neld ove,ber fifteenth 
i ew Yurn., wtic· you se1 t me and return it here ith. 

There are one or twos -~estion whic I have 
to offer· t ·nich I thiUA there ignt be n ..., o jections on 
t ' e part of tile other me ber of tne Committee, i.e. --

1. First page, paragrap .1 co i.A1.1encing NOT • : - 1ourt~ line-
I thinK t e words : "wnich iili gnt be 1)re ented in memory 
of Po~e fiu XI" mignt be stricKen out uecause it 
mig t hamper tne Ne gotiations• Co :.iittee in arriving 
at a decision and J."urti:1ermore, it 1. i bht become em
barrassing or ~rejudice t he Co ittee, Also I t 4 ink 
it would be very un ise to ta e the risk of a, n it 
made p blic at tis time. 

2. I should liKe to have added, t e su6 ~estion tat I 
a e just before r. Cohen _eft a ~ic_ see ed to 
eet wit t . e a prov&l 01 the Cowmittee ad w ich 
r. Itt eson said was entirely fuir, -- that ~r. 

Ben Cohen be give a1 ov.ortunity to a_µpear before 
t11e egotiation ' Co ni ttee a 1d _µresent and review 
tne istor of the case fro it beginning befure 
they ar ·ive at a decision. 

I iuite agree wit1 yo it ere~· no need for 
any further meeti ,16s of t_ Allocations Co uittee that tne 
Co ittee should as to be discharged by tn organizations tat 
a~point ed it -- i yo wil do this a· secreta y, Is · all ver 
uh a_t->1,>reciate it or, ou d o ant c to do it? 

Am gad to know Ou ~ro ose to prepare t : e 
to letters ich I ill ue very glad indee to p1J o re a d si n 



• 

• 

• 

Finally, may I repeat that I completely enjoyed having tne opportunity to work witn sueh an efficient and human person as yourself. 

With kind regards, I am 

Sincerely yours 

(Louis E. Kirstein) 
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247 PARK AVE UE 

November 21, 1939 

Dec;.r Rabbi Silver: 

I hasten to acknowledge your 
letter of ovember seventeenth. I immedictely 
spoke to Mr. Ittleson c.S to its contents. 

As you will note from the enclosed 
copy of l etter from Mr. Ittleson to Mr. Golcsmith, 

riich r. Ittleson C'ubsel· uently sent me, his und r
ste.ndin -:- of the m&tter is E.S yours. 

I am therefore sendin~ r. Goldsmith 
your letter end copy of this re?lY, t · t the record 

y thus be str&ightene~ out . 

With every kind reg rd, 

Rabbi Abb Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
CleveL.;,.nd, Ohio 

encl. 

Cordially your s, 

a 
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ovember 28• 1959 • 

• Henry Ittleaon 
One ark ATenue 
Bew York City 

Der r. Ittl••on1 

I ve re your letter o retully and ha al o read the me:a110r dUJB 
on your coDYer•ation with • laalcer. 

I have diaoueeed your letter and the rerl.eed re ort with Dr. Sol<1110n 
Goldman, here in Chi o. ortunately. h 1n town tod• • I al•o du-
ouaee4 your letter and Dr. Ooldman'• comment• on your letter with Rabbi Silver 
over the lephom. Dr. ilver ■ in C lev 1 • I • ot cour1 e • o to 
••nd Dr. SilT r a oopy of your 1 tter ■o that he oan under1t nd more clearl 
our diaou•■ ion • 

.hide from or correctio 1n pell th re lloc 
• ntenoe1 within thl paragraph on g Z, it • emed to t :at ther 
important po int• de in your 1 tter and 1n • w er' s oo 
to do with (if you h&v the reviaed r port before you} 1 

n • 

ion o~ 
w r thre 

Th • d 

(1) Pa e 3 - It 1, with refer c to th 200.000 to be hel 
in reaerve, tc.J 

(2) P&ge S - It• 2, with refer ce to the po 1ibilit of r
mark th two 600.000 ite J 

(5) Pa • - Item 4, with reterenoe to the po1 ■ ibility of le•• 
than 15,500.000 being anilable for di■ rib tio. 

Th reaction of Dr. 
oonv reatiom o, more or l••• 
a it Dr. ilver•• written c 
10 th :t ou y ha u ch t 

Goldman and Dr. ilT•r• o far • our r a nt 
agr••• though I muat aay that I will ve to 
nt. I am hur t reactiom to you. 

u poa11ble to comider th • 

Reterril'lg now to the thr • it._ mentioned, neither Dr. S11Ter nor 
Gold reel that the 260 ,ooo to be h ld 1n r•■•n• nd ing a report by 
egotiati Collldttee 1hould be diatributed thro the Joint Diatribution 

Co tt • They re l it •ho 1d not be 10 di1tribut t leut, that in the 
report of the Allocationa CondttM no mantion ot the m of the di1tribu-
t ion sh 11 be 4•, that the raot that on t otiat c..,_..i&.A,ttee t re 
repreaentatin• or thl J.D.c. and u.P.A., tha entire tter can ti.re be tully 
du ouaa and & definite deci•ion • by t hen of that Cvllal'-4tt •. In 
othar worde, that the illocat1om Committee ahould not tie the hand• of the 

e tiat Co tt e wit r d to diatribution. !a Dr. llv r put it, am 
I think h 11 co rreot, in Tin of th kind ot hearing d with • Cohen and 
in Tiff of t exprea1iom on the rt or the indiTidual d>en ot t C tt 
before• at, and af'ter auoh ear , "Th• Allocatiom Co tte bu wiped 1 ta 
hand• or any re1pomibilit7 with r pect to t la 1.tt other than tlw r•• uibilit 
ot reaen-in 1:he 260,000 for the poaeibility of __ ... Ill,, uoh a gift.• 
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Kr. Henry I tle■on -- m·ember 28 , l 9 • 

In my exploratory work, aa I t nmtd 1t , 1n York, I did not g t 
the imprea ■ ion that the J . D. C. under■tood ttat auch a deoiaion • d b 
the U. P. • On t other han , both Dr. Gold.nan and Dr. ilver, whoa• 

mori•• are rel ti nly ood, are very certain that the re were at leut two 
:me t I of the U •• A. organisation bl w.ilioh the agr ement 1ndioat abcrve 
wu atabliahed, and it 7 well be that who ver acted u S cretar or thoae 
eeting■ not comm.mioate the d 0i1iona re ched to th J . D. c . roup. 

i.Jloe th •• gentlv ..... ,&& are convinc that thia a ree nt on t 
rt o the u. P. A. to participat in the finano or the two projeote waa 

act lly de , the7 woul like mut of • All tio111 Cv-._tt to 
1how auch rtioipation on the part of the U. .A. Beno• , t e ~r de ire to 
indicate the appropriation to th J . D. c . includ • t •• two it , 
that th J . D. C. ht n at it1 di■po■al all o thia nsy, arter ha: 

t all 1 on 19 fund direotl r lat t t o it • 

Very I ince ly yours , 

s L A. GOLDS ITH 

AGsl 
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Tel t>ohon~ VA nd..-rb,h 6-2080 

UNITED JEVVISH APPEAL (Inc.) FOR REFUGEES 
AND OVERSEAS NEEDS 

ON BEHALF OF 

AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, INC. 
UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL and 
NATIONAL CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE FUND, INC. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

January 10, 1940 

I am herewith enclosing a draft of a 

342 M ADISO AVENUE 

N E W Y ORK. N . Y. 

news release concerning President Roose clt's letter 
addressed to you and Rabbi Wise. 

It would be most hel fu.l if you could 
wire your approval of this report tomorrow morning 
so that it may be released to the press at the earliest 
moment. 

wiFS: iW 
Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

ilfl_ti-r, d' 
Meyer T. Steingla s 
Director of Publicity 

20,000 000 i the National Goal /or 939 



United Jewish Appeal for Refugees 
and Oversees Needs 
342 Madison Avenue 
New York, • Y. 

FOR RELEASE FRIDAY, JANUARY 12 

PRESIDENT EOOSEVELT HAILS JEHISH GIFT OF $250,000 FOR AID TO CHRISTIAU REroGEES 

In Letter to Dr. Abba Hillel Silver and .Rabbi Jonah B. Wise, National Chairmen of 
United Jewish Appeal for Refugees and Overseas Needs, He Characterizes 

It As NAn Example in Good Will lhich Could Be Widely Copied ith 
Hap y Results" 

- - .. ,.. .... 

Declaring that it bears "eloquent witness to he spirit of tolerance and 

true charity", President Roosevelt hailed the action of the United Jewish Appeal for 

Refugees and Overseas Needs in contributing the sum of $250,000 to aid Catholic and 

Protestant refugeesk from funds raised in 1939 to meet the needs of Jewish relief and 

reconstruction agencies. 

In a letter addressed to Rabbi Abba Hillel Siiver and Rabbi Jonah B. Wise, 

National Chairmen of the United Jewish Appeal, the Chief Executive extended his 

"hearty congratulations upon the spirit of brotherhood and universal good will which 

prompted allocation from the funds or the United Jewish Appeal for Refugees of generous 

sums for use through other agencies in relieving suffering among non-Jewish refugees." 

Through a decision of the Joint Distributio Committee and the United 

Palestine Appeal, the United Jewish Appeal sent a check for $125,000 to Bishop Bernard 

J. Sheil of Chicago for transmission to Pope Pius XII to provide assistance to 

Catholic refugees and a similar amount to Dr. George A. Buttrick, President of the 

Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in A.merica for distribution to agencies 

assisting Protestant refugees. 

Text of President Roosevelt's Letter 

The following is the text of the letter received from President Roosevelt 

by Babbi Silver and Rabbi Wise& 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTOlr 

Dear Friends: 

January 8, 1940 



•1 desire to extend hearty congratulations upon the spirit of brothei-

hood and universal good will which prompted allocetion from the funds of the 

United Jewish Appeal for Refugees of generous sums for use through other agencies 

in relieving suffering among non-Jewish refugees. 

"I heard with peculiar satisfaction of the gift of one hundred twenty-five 

thousand dollars to the Catholic Church for its refugee work, as a memorial to 

George Cardinal Mundelein, and of the allocation of a like amount to the 

Protestant Clnl.rches, through Reverend Doctor George A. Buttrick, President, 

Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America, for their refugee relief 

work. 

"This action bears eloquent witness to the spirit of tolerance and true 

charity and affords an example in good will which could be widely copied with 

happy results. 

Very sincerely yours, 

(signed) FRANKLI D. ROOSEV~T 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
Rabbi Jonah B. Wise, 
United Jewish Appeal for Refugees, 
342 Madison Avenue, 
New York, N.Y." 

In 1939 the United Jewish Ap eal combined the fund-raising activities of the 

Joint Distribution Committee, the United Palestine Appeal and the National Refugee 

Service, Inc., the three foremost American agencies for relief and rehabilitation 

of Jews in distress in European lands, assistance to refugees in various parts o! 

the world, immigration and settlement in Palestine and the integration of refugees 

coming into the United States in accordance with the quota regulations. 

In expressing his gratitude to the United Jewish Appeal, Dr. Buttrick 

described its gift as •a clear token of good will1, which in 1 its lighted imagination 



-· -

will kindle many other lights across our present darlmess until a new day 

shall break". Dr. Buttrick added: •we hope and believe that your unusually 

generous action will encourage men and women of every faith to make pronmt and 

compassionate provision for refugees of every faith. This is a primary 

American task and opportunity, in which you are giving splendid leadership.• 

Bishop Sheil expresse the sympathy of all Catholics for Jf!Jfls who have been 

subjected to oppression and injustice. Declaring that the refugee problem is 

not a problem of any one race or religion but 11 a problem which affects all 

humanity," Bish0p Sheil urged that a.11 men stand together to bring about a speedy 

solution. Bishop Sheil said& "Be sure, dear friends, we Catholics can sympathize 

with you to the full in the suffering, the oppression and injustice to which your 

people have been so cruelly subjected. Like you, we also have our refugee problem, 

thousands of men, women and children who are the victims likewise f intolerance 

and tyranny. The refugee problem is no , a problem of any one race or religion, 

but a problem which affects all humanity. It is a problem which can be solved 

only by men of good will standing together. 

"We will gladly join hands with you in striving to build a better world 

where men and women may live long in peace, harmony and security, as God Almighty 

intended them to live. We will labor eagerly with good men and women everywhere 

to lessen the social, economic and nolitical evils from which millions of human - .... 

beings suffer so grievously. We are eternally grateful to you for the noble 

tribute of esteem and admiration you have paid to our great Pope, Pius XI, of 

blessed memory." 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Chancery Office 

719 N. Wabash Avenue 
Chicago, Ill. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Rabbi Jonah fise 
ational Chairmen 

United Jewish Appeal (Inc.) for Refugees 
and Overseas eeds 

342 adison Avenue 
New York City,N. Y. 

My de r Friends, 

February 21st, 1940 

I have received an aclmowledgment from the 
Secretary of State of the Holy See of the correspondence between 
us in reference to the munificent gift of the United Jewish Appeal 
to Pope Pius XII in memory of the late Pius XI for the relief of 
refugees. 

The Secretary of State a sked me to inform you 
that His Holiness wishes to express to the donors his deep appre
ciation of their generous and noble gift and tell them how deeply 
moved he was by the cooperation and goodwill between the Cptholic 
and Jewish people which our interchange of letters so significantly 
revealed. The Secretary of State added that His Holiness was es
pecially grateful that the benefaction was intended as an act of 
homage to the memory of his great predecessor Pius XI. The memory 
of Pius XI's magnificent struggle against the inhumane and anti
Catholic doctrine of racialism continues to inspire all of us . 

.Again, expressi my own deep appreciation of the 
generosity of your gift and your noble effort to relieve the suffer
ing of the refugees, I am 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) BERl ARD J. SHEIL 

ost Reverend Bernard J. Sheil, D.D. 
Administrator. 

B. J. S. : D.R. 



14 EAST 6QTH STREET 

NEW YORK 22 N Y 

ear Rabbi 'ilver: 

ABLE ADDRESS 

HO ELEEN 

anuary 13, 1950 

uome years abo, on n occa ion 
when l w~s lecturing in leveland, we happened to 
discuss the activities of the vhurch of rtome and, 
in particular, the a~poin~ment of a successor to 
Cqrdindl ~widelein. 

'lhe ther ay l brou ht up the Stri tch 
ppointment an some of the circU!ilstances surround

ing it, with ohn Gun her who, as you doubtless 
know, is enga ed on a book announce as '' oosevel t 
in ... etrospect." nd, to my embarrassment, I found 
that l had forgotten some of the details of the 
story. I am writing to ask if you would be kind 
enough to refresh my memory. eedless to say, will 
not quote you, either to Gunther or to an body else . 

j memory is that the i hite House 
f· vore the appointment of ishop ~heil for reasons 
we know and that arrangements ere made whereby 
that dignitary, on a trip to Rome, was enabled to 
carry to the Holy Father a sizeable contribution 
from the Jews of this country to the work the Vatican 
was alleged to be doing amon the victims of the 
azis. I had heard this before you mentioned it to 

me in the course of our conversation and, having 
seen at first hand the efficient work of the JDC, l 
w s a little taken aback. For I was not at all 
convinced, fro what l had seen of 1latican efforts, 
that the money would be used s effectively as if 
it had been channeled through the JDC. But I 
realized that FDR's interest was primarily in seeing 
heil nose out Stritch, hich would have been a 

goo thing no doubt, though l have never elieved 
that the personality of an in ividual Prince of 
the hurch ever made much difference in hurch policy 
on major issues. Unhappily, as we know, all he 



2-

1(i.llti-l Jfl11trfl'cu 
14 EAST 6QTH STREET 

NEW YORK 22 . N Y 

CAB L E ADDRESS 

HO TE L EEN 

accomplishe was to demonstrate at· in his woeful 
incomprehension of Vatican psychology. 

Gunther was naturally intrigued by 
the story out I w s unable to give him chapter and 
verse on it. y recollection is that if FDR had 
had his way, heil (was he bishop then or only 
monsignor) would have taKen with him s still large 
hunk of Jewish money. Do you remember the figures 
involved? How much it wrs originally proposed he 
should take and ho~ much he was finally given And, 
incidentally, was t ... ere ever a thank you" note of 
any kind( 

Perha s the interest His Holiness is 
now showing in Jerusalem is the pay-off. 

I have followed our atti~ude on 
Palestine these past few years with interest and 
admiration. Syrian developments h9ppen to intrigue 
me. I remember the years after •. ·orld ·iar I when 
General ey nd as French Hi h 801. issioner in 
'yria and the great interest shown by the Jesuits 
in his erk. , ith the eclipse of French influence 

• in the ear ~ast, have the Jesuits lost out Do 
you kno of anything in print on their 'yrian 
activities, I also recall that in the rear .,astern 
Division of our tate Department there as always 
an imposing contingent of raduates from Georgetown . 
Is this still so 

Let mes y a yain that I have no 
intention of quoting you on any information you 
may feel aole to ive me on the heil- Str·tch 
episode. 


