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November 16, 1929 NEW YORK, N. Y.

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Dr. Silver:

I attach herewith a copy of a2 minute of the meeting of the Alloce-
tions Committee held yesterday. May I call your attention parti-
cularly to the resolution which I have phrased indicating action
taken by the Committee with respect to the expenditure of cash to

be received by the United Jewish Appeal beyond the $9,500,000
already allotted. If this resolution and the second resolution
concerning distribution of funds immediately to the National Refugee
Service and United Palestine Appeal meet with your approval will you
please sign the second copy of the minute sent you and return such
second copy to me at my Chicago address, No. 130 North Wells Street,
Room 1712, Chicago, Illinois. Naturally, any suggestions with
respect to phraseology of the resolution would be most welcome.

I assume that in view oif the powers granted the Allocations Committee
and in view of the unanimous action taken by the Committee, no further
meetings of the Committee are required. Do you believe tnat the
Committee should ask to be discharged by tne organizations that
appointed it?

May I also indicate that I shall prepare two letters: (1) a letter
to be sent to the joint Chairmen of the United Jewish Appeal, copies
thereof to the joint Treasurers, indicating action taken by the
Allocations Committee with regard to the distribution of funds;

(2) a letter to lMr. James N. Rosenberg, carbon copies to members

of the Rosenwald Family Association, in answer to the letter written
by lir. Rosenberg to the members of the Allccations Committee with
respect to proper auditing of the accounts of the constituent
organizations of the United Jewish Appeal. I shall prepare such
letters when I return to Chicago later today and forward them for
approval to the chairman of the Committee, Mr. Louis Kirstein.

Finally, may I say that I enjoyed very pgmch working with and for
the Committee.

Samuel A. Goldsmith

SAGEH
Encls.

$20,000,000 is the National Goal for 1939




MINUTES
OF A MEETING OF THE ALLOCATIONS COMMITTER OF THE UNITED JEWISH APPRAL
Held at the Offices of Mr. Henry Ittleson
No. 1 Park Avenue, New York City

A meeting of tie Allocations Committes which was held at the offices of
Mr. Heary Ittleson, 1 Park Avenue, New York City, degan at 1 P.M, on November
15, 1939, and wes adjournéd at 6 P.M. All members of the committee were pre-
sent, namely, Dr. Solomon Goldman, Henry Ittleson, louis D. Kirstein, chairmen,
Albert D. Lagker, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver. Mr. Samel A. Goldsmith, Secretary,
performed the duties of that office.

I I I
(NOTE: The members of the Committee, acting as individusls, held an informal
hearing with Mr. Ben Cohen of Washington prior to the formel meeting of the
Committee. Mr. Cohen presented a request thet the Allocations Committee make
a gift which might be used for refugees, irrespective of their religion, and
which might be presented in memory of Pope Pius XI. The members of the Committee
indicated %o Mr. Cohen that it was not within the province of the Committee to
make allocations of this type, dut that Dr. Silver, as a member of the Negotiating
Committee, would in that capacity be glad $0 present the recuest at the next
meeting of the Negotiating Committee snd urge the Committee %0 make 2 gift and
to indicate the conditions of such a gift.)
L B B B B B B B IR B R B B B A

The Secretary presented a formal report which he had prepared as a result
of an exploratory investigation of the work and the financial operations of the
Joint Distribution Committees, the United Palestine Appeal and its constituent
organisations, as well as the National Refugee Service. Following the reading

of this report it was suggested tbu portions of pages 15, 16 and 17 in the




-2 a
report which concerned themselves with the New York City operations of the
National Refugee Service should be deleted. The Committes also umanimously
agreed that the general suggestion wade by the Secretary to the effeet that
the operations of the various agencies be considered on a calendar year and
cash beasis could not at this time be com idered.

The Committee thereupon immediately turned %o a considerstion of the

best methods to govern & reasonable division of the $6,000,000 whieh would
ia all probability be raised and paid iante the treasury of the United Jewish
Appeal in adédition to thq $9,500,000 which had already been distributed
among the participating organizations, such division to be achieved on the
basis of the needs presented by these organizations and in relation to the
total amount te be distributed.

Piscussion indicated that the Joint Distribution Committee had undertaken
various underwritings sad guarantees with respect to refugees, notably in
connection with the Coordinating Foundation and with refugees whe had to be
disembarked from the 8, 8. St. louls. The Committee also considered the
emergency needs of the National Refugee Service and of the United P;J.nuu
Appeal. In all these connections the possibility of relative respoasibility
of all participating organizations in all such underwritings was explored.

As & result of all these discussions and of a discussion of the general
budgets presented by the organizations, the following resolution was sdopted
by unanimous vete:

BE IT RESOLVED that the Allocations Committee, in accordance with

the powers vested in it by the Joint Distribution Committee and the

United Palestine Appeal under an agreement dated Deceuber 9, 1938,

hereby instructs the officers of the United Jewish Appesl to distri-

bute funds, collected beyond the $9,500,000 covered in such agreement
and up %0 a grend total of amounts ¢ollescted of §15,500,000 as follows:




el e
$600,000 to the National Refugee Service, Ine.

250,000 to be held in reserve pending a report by the Negetiating
Committee with respect to a gift or gifts to be made to
organizations dealing with Christian refugees;

fith respect to the remainder $5,150,000, the following distribution
is to be made: §1,500,000 to the United Palestine Appeal

3,650,000 to the American Jewish Joint Distribution

Commi ttee;

If more than a total of $15,500,000 is collected in cash the Joiat
Pistribution Conmittee and the United Palestine Appeal are to share
in such additional amounts on the basis of 701 of suech additional
amounts being paid to the Joint Distribution Committee and 301 to
the Unlted Palestine Appeal;
Should less than & total §15,500,000 be received the Joint Distri-
bution Committes and United Palestine Appeal shall share in sueh
amounta up to #5,150,000 in relation which the two sums apprepriated,
namely §1,500,000 for the United Palestine Appeal and £3,650,000 for

Joint Distribution Comumitiee, bear to each ¢ther. In other words,

& relation of 15 to 36.

In view of the facts presented to the Allocations Committee with respect
to the finaneial emergency existing in the National Refugee Service and with
respect 1o an emergency relief situation in Palestine, the Allocations Committee
also

RESOLVED that the officers of the United Jewish Appesl be instructed to

distridbute as soon as pessible from funds now avallable or shortly to be

made avallsble the sum of $500,000 to the National Refugee Service and

§250,000 to the United Pelestine Appeal.
This resolution wes aleo adopted unanimously.
ﬁ%&u submitted,

Samuel A, Goldsmith
Secretary




MINUTES

OF A MEETING OF THE ALLOCATIONS COMMITTEE OF THE UNITED JEWISH APPEAL

Held at the Cffices of Mr. Henry Ittleson

No. 1 Park Avenue, New York City

A meeting of the Allocations Committee which was held at the offices of

Mr. Henry Ittleson, 1 Park Avenue, New York City, began at 1 P. VM. on November
i
15, 1939, and was adjourned at 6 P. M. All members of the committee were
sl
present, namely, Dr. Solomon Goldman, Henry Ittleson, Louis D. Kirstein, chairman,
Albert D. Lasker, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver. Mr. Samel A. Goldsmith, Sscretary,
performed tne duties of that office.
Ok Kk Kk ok ok K K Kk Kk %k kK K Kk ¥ % XK
(NOTE: The members of the Committee, acting as individuals, held an informal
hearing with Mr. Ben Cohen of Washington prior to the formal meeting of the
Committee. Mr. Cohen presented a request tanat the Allocations Committee make
a gift which might be used for refugees, irrespective of their religion, and
wnich might be presented in memory of Pope Pius XI. The members of the Committee
indicated to Mr. Cohen that it was not within the province of the Committee to
make allocations of this type, but that Dr. Silver, as e member of the Negotiating
Committee, would in that capacity be glad to present the request at the next
meeting of the Negotiating Committee and urge the Committee to make a gift and
to indicate the conditions of such a gift.)
X %k %K ok %k %k ok k %k k %k Kk X * X x K

The Secretary presented a formal report which he had prepered a2s 2 result
of an explorajory investigation of the work and the financial operations of the
Joint Distribution Coumittee, the United Palestine Appeal =nd its constituent

organizations, as well as the National Refugee Service. Following the reading

of this report it was suggested those portions of pages 15, 16 and 17 in the




report which concerned themselves with the New York City operations of the
National Refugee Service should be deleted. The Committee alsc unanimously
agreed that the general suggestion made by the Secretary to the eifect that
the operations of the various agencies be considered on a calendar year and
cash basis could not at this time be considered.

The Committee thereupon immediately turned to a2 consideration of the
best methods to govern a reasonable division of the $6,000,000 which would
in all probability be raised =nd paid into tne treasury of the United Jewish
Appeal in addition to the $9,500,000 which had already been distributed
among the participating orgasnizations, such division to be achieved on the
basis of the needs presented by these organizations and in relation to the
total amount to be distiributed.

Discussion indicated that the Joint Distribution Committee had undertaken
various underwritings and guarantees with respect to refugees, nctably in
connection with the Coordinating Foundation snd with refugees who had to be
disembarked from the S. S. St. Louis. The Committee also considered the
emergency needs of the National Refugee Service and of the United Palestine
Appeal. In all these connections the possibility of relative responsibility
of all participating organizations in all such underwritings was explored.

As a result of all these discussions and of a discussion of the general
budgets presented by the organizations, the following resolution was adopted
by unanimous vote:

BE IT EESOLVED that the Allocations Committee, in accordance with

the powers vested in it by the Joint Distrioution Committee and the

United Palestine Appeal under an sgreement dated December 9, 1938,

hereby instructs the officers of the United Jewish Appeal to distri-

bute funds, collected beyond the $9,500,000 covered in such agreement

and up to a grand total of amounts collected of $15,500,000,2s follows:




92600,000 to the National Refugee Service, Inc.

250,000 to be held in reserve pending a report by the Negotiating
Committee with respect to a gift or gifts to be made to
organizations dealing with Christian refugees;

With respect to the remainder $5,150,000, the following distribution
is to be made: 91,500,000 to the United Palestine Appeal

3,600,000 to the American Jewish Joint Distribution

Committee;

If more than a total of $15,500,000 is collected in cash the Joint
Distrioution Committee and the United Palestine Appeal are to share
in such additional amounts on the basis of [ such additional
amounts being paid to the Joint Distribution Committee znd 30% to
the United Palestine Appeal;

Should less than a total $15,500,000 be received tne Joint Distri-

bution Committee and United Palestine Appeal shall share in such
amounts up to $o0,150,000 in relation which the two sums appropriated,
namely $1,500,000 for the United Palestine Appeal and $3,650,000 for
Joint Distribution Committee, bear to each other. In other words,

a2 relation of 15 to 36,

In view of the facts presented to the Allocations Committee with respect
to the financial emergency existing in the National Refugee Service and with
respect to an emergency relief situation in Palestine, the Allocations Committee
also

RESCLVED that the officers of the United Jewish Appeal be instructed to

distribute as soon as possible from funds now available or shortly to be

mede available the sum of $500,000 to the National Refugee Service and
$250,000 to the United Palestine Appeal.

This resolution was also adopted unanimous

espectfully submitted,

—

Samiel A. Goldsmith
Secretary




LORD &FTHOMAS

247 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK

Carbon Copy for attention of

Deer Mr. Gol smiths

Your very clesr letter end minutes of November
¢ixteanth coverin: the sctionc of the Allocsticn: Committees

May 1, 2o ¢ menbor of the Committes, both thsuk and
congratulste you on the qudlity, conciseness 'nd completenoss
of your original report, hich weo invelueble,

The minutes constitute the : greement sxactly se I
understond 1t, excepling that under the fincl setilement mede
et the lust moment, the §$250,000 earmarked item "o be held
in reserve pending » report by the Negotleting Committes with
rospect to a gift or gifts to be sade %o organizitions de: iing
with Christian refugees® ves fixedly s.located to the JiC,
with the provige, however, that if the Negotiating Comsdttee
ordered it to go to Christisn refugees, the JDO would reserve
it for such purpose, expending seme 50% to Protestents :nd
5 5“/‘ o C%ﬂ.t.holiae.

1 think the other ;entlesen will confirm thst under-
standing, end st future division: of money on the beczls of
70"” wera to be buged on ~het tl,SO0.000 is %o 63,930,000.
1a cther words, the last second settlement =se mcde on the
basis that §5,400,000 res beimg cllocated between he P lestine
Apporl 'nd the JDC, I definitely remesber Rabbi Silver
sriting these figures on . plece of peper, in expleining his
1.5t proposel to Mir. ittleson,

Aes to the l:ist two peragraphs of your letter, 1 :pprove
of sending reporte to the officlcls of the United Jewish Appuel
“«% proposzed therein, and also letter to Er. Rosenberg in regurd
%o the Rossnwald Femily 4 scelztion.

When I left the meetins, I thought thet the Allocstions
Commitiee as it existed h:d .djowrned sine die, There is no
farther vork for it to de.

With kind regards ’

Sincerely, Q > g o
3 ' & e o

- Nr. Sumuel A, Golisalth WW o

United Jewish Appeal .

342 Medison Awmoi Hev York v

ml to Messrs. ittleson, Kirstein, Rubbi Silver, Rabbi Goldmen
'

NY142 S0M 9-39 W




November 17, 1939

Mre Louis E, Kirstein

m, Filene's Sons Company
426 Viashington St,
Boston, ilass,

My deur Mr, Xircsteins

Because I had to rush away to Philadelphia
to be on hand for the opening of their Uhited Jewish
Appeal, I did not get a chance to tell vou how delighted
I was with the manner in which you conducted the meceting
of the Allocations Committee, with jour fairness, your
wisdom and your tact. You made it possible for the
Committee to complete a very difficult job in a remarkably
short time, and to conclude with complete unanimity many
t!:ings.

I am enclosing herewith a copy of a letter which
I wrote to lir, “amuel Goldsmith covering the linutes of the
meeting which he sent me and which you have also undoubtedly
receiveds You will recall that Dr, Goldman and I insisted
throughout the meeting on a 2/3-1/3 arrangement. The reading
of clause 2 on page 3, unless it is revised in teeping w#ith
the suggestion of my letter, would give the impression that
we agreed to a 71%-29% arrangement which was, of course,
foreign to all our minds., A4lso clause 4 in the Minubs should
be revised with this fact in mind. I shall be glad to hesr
from you,.

With all good wishes, and hoping to see -ou in
the very near future, I remain

Very cordially yours,




November
seventeentn
19 39

Mr. Samuel A. Goldsmith
130 North Vells St.
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Mr.Goldsmith:

Answering your letter of November sixteenth
would say I have signed tne second copy of the minutes of the
meeting of the Allocations Coimuittee held November fifteenth
in New Yorx, which you sent me and return it herewith.

There are one or two suggestions which I have
to offer and to winich I think there might be no objections on
the part of the other members of the Committee, i. e. --

l. First page, paragraph commencing NOTE: - fourth line-
I think the words: "which might be presented in memory
oI Pope Pius XI" might be stricken out because it
mignt hamper the Negotiations' Committee in arriving
at a decision and ifurtnermore, it might become em-

barrassing or prejudice the Committee, Also I think
it would be very unwise to take the risk of having it
made public at this time.

I should like to have added, the sugzestion that I
made just before ur. Cohen left and which seemed to
meet with tne approval of the Committee and which
mr. Ittleson said was entirely fair, -- that Mr.
Ben Cohen be given an opportunity to appear before
the Negotiations' Coumittee and present and review
the history of the case from its beginning before
they arrive at a decision.

I gquite agree with you there is no need for
any further meetings of tae Allocations Committeeand that the
Committee should ask toc be discharged by the organizations that
appointed it -- if you will do this as secretary, I shall very
much appreciate it or, would you want me to do it?

Am glad to know you propose to prepare the
two letters which I will be very glad indeed to approve and sign




Finally, may I repeat that I completely enjoyed
having the opportunity to work with sueh an efficient and
human person as yourself.

With kind regards, I am

Sincerely yours

(Louis E. Kirstein)




November 20, 1939

Hr. Albert D, Lasker
Lord & Thomas

247 Park Avenue

New York, N.Y.

My dear Mr., Laskex:

Let me thank you for sending me a copy of the letter
dated November 17th which you addressed to lir, Coldsmith, I am
afraid I cannot agree to the full contents of it., The quarter of
a million dollars ear-usrked for Christian refugeces was at no
time regarded as an allocation to the J.DeCe You will recall that
following Mr. DBen Cohen's statement, and ufter consider:ble hcated
discussion, I said that I had recommended, last yeer, to the
Negotiations Committee that = contribution de made by the United
Jewish Appeal to agencies working for Christian refugees, amd bt
that for one reason or another, the plan was not then adopted.

I thought that the Negotiations Committee, in view of the
developmente on which Mr, Cohen reported, might sce the wisdom of
making such an allocation this year. You, yourself, then jumped
at the idea and said that Rabbl Silver would present that subjeet
to the Negotiations Committee, and vhen we came to discuss allocations
in detail, it wes I who suggested that the sum of a guarter of a
million dollars be set aside as the contribution of the United
Jewish Appeal (not the J.D.C.) to Christian refugees - half to the
Protestants and half to the Catholies. I furthermore suggested
that this gesture of good will would help us in the United Campaign
for 1940,

You will recall that vhen we gpoke of prior commitments
in the initial stages of our conference, we itemized them as
$1,850,000 (£600,000 for the Nationel Refugee Eervice, $250,000
to the Negotiations Committee for Chr stlam refugees, $500,000
for the St. Louls refugees, and 3$500,000 for the Refugee Coordination
Foundation), Towards the close of the conference, you suggested
that the first teo items be separated from the last two inasmuch se
the first tvo were outside the province specificeclly either of the
JRC, or of the UsP.A. Accordingly, ve discussad the distribution
of the remaining $5,150,000 vhich we agreed to divide $1,500,000
to the U.P.As and 35,850,000 to the :ODOCO’ with the lurther
unde standing that of the $3,650,000 allocated to the J.DeCs,
$500,000 would be designated for the “t, Louls refugees and 3500,000
to the Refugee Coordination Foundetion,




Mr, A, D, Lagker - November 20, 1989

be divided between the JeDeCos and the Uslede on the basis of 70-30. This
lower ratio for the distribution of additional funds was a concession on
our part to bring about « final agreement, dut as the ilinutes clearly

indicate, it was applicable only to monies raised over and above the
$6,000,000.,

A1l additional monics ralsed over and above the $6,000,000 were to j

fith all good wishes, permit me to remain

Yost cordially yours,




November 21, 1939

Decar Rabbi Silver:

I hasten to acknowledge your
letter of November seventeenth. I immediztely
spoke to Mr. Ittleson s to its contents.

As you will note from the enclosed
copy of letter from Mr., Ittleson to Mr. Golcsmith,
which Mr. Ittleson subsecuently sent me, his under-
stending of the matter is as yours.

I am therefore sending Mr. Goldsmith
your letter and copy of this reply, that the record
mey thus be straightened out,

With every kind regerd,

Cordizlly yours,

/4 p
A R /{-’\
i v ©

Rubbi Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Clevelend, Ohio

encl.,




FOR Dr. Abba Hillel Silver

November 28, 1939,

Mr, Henry Ittleson
One Park Avenue
New York City

Dear Mr, Ittleson:

I have read your letter carefully end have also read the memorendum
on your conversation with Mr, lasker,

I have discussed your letter and the revised report with Dr. Solomon
Goldman, here in Chicsgo. Fortunately, he was in town today., I have elso dis-
cussed your letter and Dr. Goldman's comments on your letter with Rabbi Silver
over the telephone, Dr. Silver was in Cleveland, I am, of ecourse, going to
send Dr, Silver a copy of your letter so that he can understand more clearly
our disocussion,

Aside from minor corrections in spelling emd the resllocation of
sentences within the paragraph on page 2, it seemed to me that there were three
important poimts made in your letter end in Mr, lasker's comments, These had
to do with (if you have the revised report before you):

(1) Page 3 - Item 1, with reference to the $250,000 to be held
in reserve, etc,j}

(2) Page 8 - Item 2, with reference to the possibility of ear
marking the two §$500,000 items;

(3) Page 4 - Item 4, with referemce to the possibility of less
than §15,500,000 being available for distribution,

The reaction of Dr. Goldman and Dr, Silver, so far as owr present
conversations go, more or less agree, though I must say that I will have to
await Dr. Silver's written comment, I em hurryins the reactions to you, however,
so that you may have as much time as possible to consider them.

Referring now to the three items mentioned, neither Dr. Silver nor
Dro Goldman feel that the $250,000 to be held in reserve pending a report by
the Negotiating Committee should be distributed thro the Joint Distribution
Committee, They feel it should not be so distribut At least, that in the
report of the Allocations Committee no mention of the means of the distribue
tion shall be made; that the fact that on the Negotiating Committee there are
representatives of the J.D.C. and U,P.A., the entire matter can there be fully
discussed and a definite decision made by the members of that Committee. In
other words, that the Allocations Committee should not tie the hands of the
Negotiating Committee with regard to distribution, As Dr. Silver put it, emd
I think he is correct, in view of the kind of hearing we had with Mr, Cohen and
in view of the expressions on the part of the individual members of the Committee
before, at, and after such hearing, "The Allocations Committee has wiped its
hands of any responsibility with respect to this gift other than the responsibility
of reserving the $250,000 for the possibility of making such a gift."




¥r, Henry Ittleson 2= November 28, 1939,

If the Secretary of the Committee is permitted to have any feelings
in the matter, I feel that this is not a very material point, in that it
would still be possible for the J,D.C. representatives on the Negotiating
Comnittee to ask for the privilege of having the J.D.C. distribute these funds,
if they are voted, It probably is not important emough e matter on whish te
have enother meeting of the Allocations Cormittee, _

¥With respect to Item 2, I would assume that the objection to the
present phrasing, namely, mentioning the fact that the two {500,000 items
are included in the $35,650,000 allotted to the J.D.Ce, i8 that this seems to
earmark these sums for the specific purposes mentioned, and ties the hands of
the J.DeCo

Both Dre Silver and Dr, Goldman assure me that that is not their
irtention, nor, of course, was it my intention in affixing the bland clause
beginning with the words "which includes". In order to eliminate the possibility
of ooms idering those earmarked items, both Dr, Goldman and Dr. Silver are willing
that a sentence be added to read to this effect:

"while the United Falestine Appeal joins ‘with the Joint Distribution Com-
mittee inreeognizimthe obligations involved in Items A. and
Be, it is agreed that these sums are voted with the understand-
ing that any swas remairing after necessary expenditures ere
made out of 19839 funde for these items, such remaining fumde
are to be solely at the disposal of the Joint Distribution
Committee,"

Now with respect te the third item, namely, Item 4 on page 4,
Dr. Silver would like to consider this matter, In gemeral, Pr. Ooldman agreed
with ¥r, lasker's suggestion that a ratio of twoethirds for J.D.C. and one-third
for U.l.A. should be established for amy amount to be distributed under £5,150,000,

You understand, of course, that I shall write you again as asoom es I
have a reaction from Dr. Silver, and when I write you again my commmication
will be in the nature of & second revision of the Minutes or report, I am quite
sure that both Dr, Goldmen and Dr. Silver, :s well as possibly other members of
the Committee, wish to avoid anocther meeting of the Committee, As I see it, in
substance, under the agreement now reached in my conferemces today, effectively,
#1.500.000 will 50 to the U,P.A, and 85.6&.&0 will go to the J.D.Coe

¥ey I mention one matter which has remained something of a mystery to
me? It may be a mystery becsuse somwome in the U.P.A. organization hasn't sent
a formal report to someone in the J,D.,Cs Both Dr. Joldman and Dr, S4lver have
stated ropeatedly in discussioms on the Allocations Committee report, that the
U.Pehe formelly agreed to an allocation of funds to the St, Louls matter and
to the expenses of the Coordimating Foundation; that they did this after soms
meetings last swmer and after having commmicated with London and Jorusalem;
and that they egreed, also, that the J.D.C. should act as the agency through
vhich expenditures for these items should be channeled, but that the U.P.A.
should stand its share.




¥r, Henry Ittleson November 28, 1939,

In my exploratory work, as I termed it, in New York, I did not get
the impression that the J.D,C, understood that such a decision was made by
the U,P.As On the other hand, both Dr. Goldman and Dr. Silver, whose
memories are relatively good, are very certain that there were at least two
meetings of the U,P.A, organization in which the agreement indicated above
was established, and it may well be that whoever acted as Secretary of those
meotings did not communicate the decisions reached to the J.D.Cs groupe.

S8ince these gentlemen are convinced that this agreement om the
part of the U.P.A. to participate in the financing of the two projeots was
actually made, they would 1like the Ninutes of the Allocations Committee to
show such participation on the part of the U.,”,A, Hence, their desire to
indicate that the appropriation to the J.D.C. includes thise two items, but
that the J,D.C, might have at its disposal all of this money, after having
met all calls on 1939 funds direectly related to these two items,

Very sincerely yours,

SAMUEL A, GOLDSMITH
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United Jewish Appeal for Refugees FOR RELEASE FRIDAY, JANUARY 12
and Overseas Needs

342 Madison Avenue

New York, N.Ye.

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT HAILS JEWISH GIFT OF $250,000 FOR AID TO CHRISTIAN REFUGEES

In Letter to Dr. Abba Hillel Silver and Rabbi Jonah B. Wise, National Chairmen of
United Jewish Appeal for Refugees and Overseas Needs, He Characterizes
It As "An Example in Good Will Which Could Be Widely Copied With
Happy Results"

Declaring that it bears "eloquent witness to the spirit of tolerance and
true charity", President Roosevelt hailed the action of the United Jewish Appeal for
Refugees and Overseas Needs in contributing the sum of $250,000 to aid Catholic and
Protestant refugeesy from funds raised in 1939 to meet the needs of Jewish relief and
reconstruction agencies.

In a letter addressed to Rabbi Abba Hillel Siiver and Rabbi Jonah B, Wise,
National Chairmen of the United Jewish Appeal, the Chief Executive extended his
"hearty congratulations upon the spirit of brotherhood and universal good will which
prompted allocation from the funds of the United Jewish Appeal for Refugees of generous
sums for use through other agencies in relieving suffering among non-Jewish refugees."

Through a decision of the Joint Distribution Committee and the United

Palestine Appeal, the United Jewish Appeal sent a check for $125,000 to Bishop Bernard

Je Sheil of Chicago for transmission to Pope Pius XII to provide assistance to
Catholic refugees and a similar amount to Dr. George Ae Buttrick, President of the
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America for distribution to agencies
assisting Protestant refugees.

Text of President Roosevelt's Letter

The following is the text of the letter received from President Roosevelt
by Rabbi Silver and Rabbi Wise!
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON January 8, 1940

Dear Friends:




"I desire to extend hearty congratulations upon the spirit of brother-
hood and universal good will which prompted allocetion from the funds of the
United Jewish Appeal for Refugees of generous sums for use through other agencies
in relieving suffering among non-Jewish refugees.

"I heard with peculiar satisfaction of the gift of one hundred twenty-five
thousand dollars to the Catholic Church for its refugee work, as a memorial to
George Cardinal Mundelein, and of the allocation of a like amount to the
Protestant Churches, through Reverend Doctor George A Buttrick, President,
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America, for their refugee relief
worke

"This action bears eloquent witness to the spirit of tolerance and true
charity and affords an example in good will which could be widely copied with
happy resultse

Very sincerely yours,
(signed) FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver,
Rabbi Jonah B. Wise,
United Jewish Appeal for Refugees,

342 Madison Avenue,
New York, N.Y."

In 1939 the United Jewish Appeal combined the fund=raising activities of the
Joint Distribution Committee, the United Palestine Appeal and the National Refugee
Service, Ince, the three foremost American agencies for relief and rehabilitation
of Jews in distress in Buropean lands, assistance to refugees in various parts of

the world, immigration and settlement in Palestine and the integration of refugees

coming into the United States in accordance with the quota regulationse

In expressing his gratitude to the United Jewish Appeal, Dre Buttrick

described its gift as "a clear token of good will", which in "its lighted imagination




will kindle many other lights across our present darikmess until a new day
shall break". Dr. Buttrick added: "We hope and believe that your unusually
generous action will encourage men and women of every faith to make promnt and
compassionate provision for refugees of every faithe This is a primary

American task and opportunity, in which you are giving splendid leadership."

Bishop Sheil expressed the sympathy of all Catholics for Jews who have been
subjected to oppression and injustice. Declaring that the refugee problem is

not a problem of any one race or religion but "a problem which affects all

humanity," Bishop Sheil urged that all men stand together to bring about a speedy

solution. Bishop Sheil said: "Be sure, dear friends, we Catholics can sympathize
with you to the full in the suffering, the oppression and injustice to which your
people have been so cruelly subjected. Like you, we also have our refugee problem,
thousands of men, women and children who are the victims likewise of intolerance
and tyranny. The refugee problem is not a problem of any one race or religion,

but a problem which affects all humanity. It is a problem which can be solved
only by men of good will standing together.

"We will gladly join hands with you in striving to build a better world
where men and women may live long in peace, harmony and security, as God Almighty
intended them to live. We will labor eagerly with good men and women everywhere
to lessen the social, economic and political evils from which millions of human
beings suffer so grievously. We are eternally grateful to you for the noble
tribute of esteem and admiration you have paid to our great Pope, Pius XI, of

blessed memory."




ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Chancery Office

719 N. Wabash Avenue
Chicago, Ill.

February 21lst, 1940

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver

Rabbi Jonah Wise

National Chairmen

United Jewish Appeal (Inc.) for Refugees
and Overseas Needs

342 Madison Avenue

New York City,N. Y.

My dear Friends,

I have received an acknowledgment from the
Secretary of State of the Holy See of the correspondence between
us in reference to the munificent gift of the United Jewish Appeal
to Pope Pius XII in memory of the late Pius XI for the relief of
refugees.

The Secretary of State asked me to inform you
that His Holiness wishes to express to the donors his deep appre-
ciation of their generous and noble gift and tell them how deeply
moved he was by the cooperation and goodwill between the Catholic
and Jewish people which our interchange of letters so significantly
revealed. The Secretary of State added that His Holiness was es-
pecially grateful that the benefaction was intended as an act of
homage to the memory of his great predecessor Pius XI. The memory
of Pius XI's magnificent strugzgle against the inhumane and anti-
Catholic doctrine of racialism continues to inspire all of us.

Again, expressing my own deep appreciation of the
generosity of your gift and your noble effort to relieve the suffer-
ing of the refugees, I am

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) BERNARD J, SHEIL

Most Reverend Bernard J. Sheil, D.D.
Administrator.

B,J.S.:D.R.,




l&\ o \\ }TABLE ADDRESS

\
HOTELEEN

BHoatel Fourteen
14 EAST 607 STREET

NEW YORK 22.N.Y

January I3, I950

Dear Rabbi Silver:

oome years ago , on an occasion
when I wes lecturing in Cleveland, we happened to
discuss the activities of the Church of Rome and,
in particular, the appointment of a successor to
Cgrdinal iJundelein.

The other day I brought up the Stritch
appointment and some of the circumstances surround=
ing it, with John Gunther who, as you doubtless
know, is engaged on a book announced as " Roosevelt
in Retrospect." 4nd, to my embarrassment, I found
that 1 had forgotiten some of the details of the
story. I am writing to ask if you would be kind
enough to refresh my memory. Needless to say, I will
not quote you, either to Gunther or to anybody else.

My memory is that the White House
favored the appointment of Bishop Sheil for reasons
we know and that arrangements were made whereby
that dignitary, on a trip to Rome, was enabled to
carry to the Holy Father a sizeable contribution
from the Jews of this country to the work the Vatican
was alleged to be doing among the victims of the
Nazis. had heard this before you mentiocned it to
me in the course of our conversation and, having
seen at first hand the efficient work of the JDC, I
was a little taken aback. For I was not at all
convinced, from what I had seen of VYatican efforts,
that the money would be used as effectively as if
it had been channeled through the JDC. But I
realized that FDR's interest was primarily in seeing
Sheil nose out Stritch, which would have been a
good thing no doubt, though I have never believed
that the personality of an individual Prince of
the Church ever made much difference in Church policy
on major issues. Unhappily, @ws we know, all he
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accomplished was to demonstrate again his woeful
incomprehension of Vatican psychology.

Gunther was naturally intrigued by
the story but I was unable to give him chapter and
verse on it., My recollection is that if FDR had
had his way, Sheil (was he bishop then or only
monsignor?) would have taken With him =z still large
hunk of Jewish money. Do you remember the figures
involved? How much it wzs originally proposed he
should take and how much he was finally given® And,
incidentally, was there ever a ®thank you" note of
any kind¥

Perhaps the interest His Holiness is
now showing in Jerusalem is the pay-off,

1 have followed your attidude on
Palestine these past few years with interest and
admiration. Syrian developments hzppen to intrigue
me, I remember the years after World War I when
General Weygand was French High Commissioner in
Syria and the great interest shown by the Jesuits
in his work. With the eclipse of French influence
"in the Near Zast, have the Jesuits lost out? Do
you know of anything in print on their Syrian
activities? I also recall that in the Near Eastern
Division of our State Department there was alwavys
an imposing contingent of graduates from Georgetown.,
Is this still so?f

Let me say again that I have no
intention of quoting you on any information you
may feel able to give me on the Sheil=Stritch
episode.
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