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December 30, 1947 

W.ss Bessie Kline 
Secretary to Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street and Ansel Roe.d 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear W.ss Kline: 

I acknowledge with thanks receipt of 

cheek in the amount of 82.23, covering 

fee of 60.00 and expenses of 32.23 for 

Baron Hans de Meiss-Teuffen•s lecture on 

December loth. 

With kindest regards and best wishes 

for a most Happy New Year, I am 

BJS1EIR 
Blanche J. 
Director l 



PIESS RELEASE 
• 

AMERICAN Cun1s11AN PALESTINE l:oMMITTEE 
-41 EAST 42nd STREET NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

• MURRAY HILL 2--4917 • 

This orgonization combines the American Pale1tine Committee and the Christian Council on Palestine, and continues the work of both organizations. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RLLFASTI ----

CHRISTI.AM CONFERENCE CALLS UPon 

PRESIDEN'T TF.Ui,lAN TO CONVEY TO BFJTISH GOVERN!IllIT 

"THE NEED FOR ITS OBSERVANCE OF THE UH DECISION ON PALESTIUE11 

.... -.-
NATIONAL SEMD!AR OF Ar-IERICAl\f CHRISTI.AN PALESTilTE COHHITTEE 

URGES MODIFICATION OF APJ-IS EMBARGO AND 

ADMISSION OF ISRAEL TO THE UHITED NATIONS 

DELEGATES ALSO WIBE BRITISH AMBASSADOR THAT THEY INTEND TO EXPOSE 

"BRITAii'iT~S ALLIANCE 1'!ITH T1IE ARA.BS" AND WILL 

11PRESS FOR SAFEGUAP.DS AGAINST THE USE OF E~CcAe FtJ'NDS FOR 'IBE 

WAR AG.AIM ST ISRAEL" 

French Lick, Indiana, The American Christian Palentine Committee, 

representing thousands of Christian church and lay leaders in the United States, 

called upon Presidsnt Harry S., Truman 11 to seek an accord with Great B1itain on 

Palestine policy that ·will be in consonance with the United Nations decision 

of November 29, 1947." 

Closing a ";hrec-day $pn::.nar, the Committee wired Presid.~nt Truman its 

commendation for hi~ pr,J.npt recognition of tl e f'H:;a"i:e cf Isr:,el,. At the same 

time, it urged the Chi<:f E:,.._ec.uti ve to rr.odify the anns emb8.rgo and press for the 

admission of Israel to the United .rations. 

(more) 
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The confe:·ence, t,hich t·ras attended by more than ]25 outs1amdinc; Christia!' 

clergymen. educators nnd civic le:iders, &imultaneousl - wired Sir Oliver Fi-ru.1lr, 

:Sri tisl1 Ambassador to the United States, and Sir Ale.-:awler Cadogr-n. British 

Delegate to the United Mations, exprecsing a II sense of outr:.:-ge 11 wi t~1 t1;1e B11 ti sh 

Goven1ment fo1 .. 111 ts open mill tary and moral EUpport of Arab aggressors~ 11 

"It is our resolve in our communities to p •1blicize Britain1s alliance l.rith 

the Arabs and its flouting of the United Natinus, and to press for safe:::;uards 

against the use of E,.C.,A-i funds for the 'l.•:ar a6 a.i~1st the State of Isrc.el," delegates 

to the fourth annual Seminar of the Americrm Ch1·istia.n Palestine Committee stated .. 

In their mescage to President Trum~, they reminded the Chief EY.ecuti ve that 

the Goverr .... 'Ilent officiru.s responsible for the fight against the partition of 

Palestine and for the subsequer.tt .American reversal on parti.ti on last 1-Iarch ,-rere 

"still in positions of responsibi~5ty. 11 

11 i"Te believe that retention of these men in off.ice constitutes a threat not 

only to your own ro1nounced policy, but to the security of I sre.el and to the 

integrity of America's time-honored pl eages for the supJ ort of a Jet1ish national 

homeo" 

The three-d~v conference ua h-i.gh-li~ited by reports and discussions on the 

following two themes: "Israel and the Arab t·Torld 11 and liEducational Problems of 

the .American Christi an Pele~tine Committee_." Instr 1.etors and lecturers on these 

two subjects included: Dr. Howard !. LeSourd, Dean of the Gre.duate School of 

Public Relations at Boston Un~ versi ty; l?rof o s. Ralr,h tarlow of Smith College; 

Rev. John Stanley Grauel of Worcester, Kass.; Major Wellesley Aron of Jerusalem; 

Dr. Henry A. Atkinson, Ceneral Secretary of the Church Peace Union; Rev. Karl 

Baehr, Executive Secret ary of the American Christian Prle:1tine Com:Ji ttee; 

Miss Victoria D1Asprea of Ale .. &"l.d1ia, FJ[.yPt; Dr. Theodore Jackman, uell~kno,-,n 

clergyman and lecturer; Mrs. Martha Sharpe, founder of the relief orgnnization -

"Children to Palestine"; Dr. Carl Henn:mn Voss, Extens!on Secretary of the 

Church Peace Union; Rabbi :Philip Bernstein, fonner Ci villan Advisor on Jewish 

(more) 
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Affairs to General Luei us D~ Ola:,, and James A. Maxw~ll, author of the best

selling book of short stories: "I Never Met An Arab Like That. 11 

Tt.xts of the telegrams follo,-,: 

THE P'BESIDEMT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHI1 GTON DC 

125 CIVIC .Al~D Rlll,IGIOUS LEADERS BEPBESfflTilJG THE CHBlSTIAN COM ruI.UTIES OF 71 

CITIES IN 26 STATES, COMPOSED OF 43 CLERGY?-i.EN., 16 EDUCATORS, JURISTS, EDITORS 

.AND CIVIC LE.ADERS, ASSEMBLED AT THE NATIO~AL SEI:I.iAR OF THE Al-~RICAN CHRISTIAN 

PALESTINE COMIUTT~ AT FBEl~CH LICK, IlfuIAUA tfi;A;JINOUSLY COMMEND YOU FOR YOUR 

PROMPT BECOGNITION OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL. TO SAF.EGUA.RD THE EXIST.i~MCE OF ISRAEL 

WE URGE YOU TO SEEK AN ACCORD l:ITH GREAT BRITAIN ON PALESTINE POLICY THAT t'lILL 

BE nr CO:HSON~TCE llITH THE UNr~ED KATIOUS DECISION OF NOVE!BER 29, 1947. ttE 

EARNESTLY SUGGEST THAT YOU USE THE rrTI,UEiJCE OF YOUR HIGH OFF! CE AND OF OUR 

GOVEBTu1.lENT TO CONVEY TO GREAT BRITAIN ~BE NEED FOR ITS OBSERVANCE OF THE UN 

DECISION ON l>ALESTEJE. IT SEEMS TO US THAT NOTHING HOLDS GBEA~R DANGER r.io THE 

UNITED NATIONS AND TO THE S11ATE OF ISRAEL TH.AN BRI TAIN 1 S PRESENT ,.ULITARY 

ALLIANCE l'lITH THE ARAB MATIONS, OF llHICR THE .AUERICAN P1JBLIC IS FULLY All.A.R.'2, 

AND THE OPEN AGGRESSION OF THE ARAB STATES ::RICH, IU DEFI.ANCE OF THEIR PLEDGE 

AS SIGNATORIES TO THE UNITED NATIC,NS CH.ARTER, HAVE INVADED P.ALEST!l'1E .AllD A,..-qE 

THUS FLOUTING A DECISION OF THE UNITED NATIONS. FUR1?HER, ,:E RECCJ:ntEJ:iD THAT YOU 

MODIFY THE A:Rl-IS :El-ffiARGO IN ORDER TH.AT TEE GO~mr: ·ENT OF ISRA.:E:L IAY PURCHASE FROH 

THE U1'1ITED ST.ATES .A.RIIS FOR DEFENSE. t!E HO:PE YOU .vILL INSTRUCT THE UNITED STATES 

REPRESENTATIV~ TO THE UNITED NATIOWS TO P3ESS FOR ADl-iISSION OF ISRi\EL TO THE 

UNITED NATIOt S. WE RESl'ECTFULLY REMIND YOU THAT THE OFFICIALS OF OUR GOVEFliJMENT 

WHO l·lEBE RESPONSIBLE ]OR THE FIGHT AGAINST PARTITION J3EFOBE THE NOV~lrnER 29 

DECISION AND FOR THE .AMERIO.AN REVERSAL OF PARTITION LAST MARCH, ABE STILL IN 

FOSITIOUS OF BESPONSIBILITY. WE BELIEVE THAT RE11EHTION OF THESE MEN IH OF-ICE 

CONSTITUTES A THBEA.T NOT 011LY TO YOUR O :?N .AN:t)UNCED POLICY, BUT TO TH:fil smumTY 

(more) 
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OF ISRAEL .AND TO TllE INrE(E:ITY OF A!-IFRI<JA 1 $ Tit-'B-HOllOll.ED FLEDCES FOR THE SU!>rom Ol!' A JB !!SH N \.PION.AT., HOME& 

.AHERIC.AN CHRISTI.AN PALEs~nm co·c·rTTEE 

- ... - - -- -
SIR ALEXANDER CADOG.AlT 
UlUTED KLJGDcl-~ DELEG-J~m ro THE m IT.ED N.l\.TI 1)NS LAKE SUCCESS 
iEll YORK 

AfID 

HIS EXCELLEl!CY, THE BRI,..,ISH A21BASSADOR BRITISH EMBASSY 
l.ASHINGTOIJ DC 

125 CHllISTIAN D]I.EGATES REPP.ESENTING 71 CinEs IN 26 STATES, A GROUP CO!l!'OSED OF 43 CLERGlMEN, 16 EDUCATORS, JOUR!fAL !STS, JURISTS AND CIVIC LEADERS, RA VJ;; 1-lET UNllER 'l'HE AUSPICES OF 'l'IIE .Al 'EBICAN CHRISTIAN PALESi'INE COMNITTEE A!JD 11IS!t TO CONVEY TO YOUR GOVERN :n'T OUR SENSE OF OU'.i.'P.AGE OVER ITS OPEN MILITARY AND MORAL SUPPORT OF ARAl! AGGRESSORS, IT IS OUR RESOLVE ll! OUR COJ.!MUNITIES TO Ptl.BLICiz:El llRITAIN
1 
S ALLIANCE WIT!I TllE ARABS AllD ITS :FLOUTBG OF THE UNITED NATIOlrS Al:Jl TO PRESS FOR SA:F.li!GUARDS AGAU ST THE USE OF ECA FU!IDS FOR T!IE WAR AGAI~ ST THE STATE OF ISRAEL. 

.Al,tERIC.AN CHRISTI.AN PALESTINE corn.rITTEE 

-30--

6/22/48 - Wll5 
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PRESS RELEASE 
• 

t\MERICAN [HRISTIAN p ALESTINE [oMMITTEE 
41 EAST 42nd STREET NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

• MURRAY HILL 2-4917 • 

This organiitation combines the American Palestine Committee and the Christian Council on Palestine, ond continues the work of both orgoniitations. 

FOR IMUEDIATE RIJUJASE 

EDUCATORS I S!MINAR CALLS FOR DE JURE RECOGNITION 

OF ISRAEL BY UNITED STATES 

....... - .. 

D:EM.A1'IDS ABA:B AGGRESSION BE HALTED AlID l SRAEL 

ABMED FOR ITS SELF-DEffiTSE 

New York, June 30 - I.lore than 200 educators of Greater New York, repr&

senting every college and institution of higher learning in this city, unani

mously resolved that· the United States Government immediately extend de jure 

recognition to Israel. it was announced today by Rev. Karl Baehr, Executive 

Secretary of the American Christian Pa1estine Committee, which sponsored 

an Educators Seminar at the Hotel McAlpin. 

The six-point resolution, introduced by '.F::dgar Ansel Mowrer, newspaper 

columnist and author, also demanded that Arab aggression be halted, and that 

the State of Israel be armed for its self-defense. The Seminar was convened 

for the purpose of discussing "Israel, the United Nations and the Arab trorld. 11 

Quest lecturers in the panel discussion included J.tichael s. Comay, director of 

·the :Sri tish Commonwealth Division of the Israeli Foreign Office; Edgar Ansel 

Mowrer, foreign correspondent and author, and Dr. Earl Hollier Tomlin, director 

of the ~ode Island Council of Churches. 

Dr. 13:ryn J. Hovde, President of the New School for Social Research, uas the 

Chainnan of the Seminar« The sponsoring committee included: Dean Harry J. Carman 

(more) 
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of Columbia University: Dean ,1orton Got t schall of the College of the City of 

Meu York, Dean Ruth s. Harley of Adelphi Colle -;e; Dr. Alvin Jol.nson , Prec-iden t 

Erne :i t..s of the Ne,-, School for Social Research; Dr. ? ar(;aret V. Kiely, Acting 

President of ~ueens College; Dr. Paul Klapper, President of ~ueens Col le~e (on 

leave of absence); Dr. Eduard Lindeman of the e\·r York School of Social Uork; 

Dean Ernest o. I-Ielby of Hew Yorl: University; Dr. Tristam W(i Metcalfe, President 

of Long Island t!ni versi ty; Dr. Reinhold 1 iebuhr of Union Theological Seminary; 

Dean Thomas Clark Pollock of Neu YorK Uni ve ~s~ t;y-; Brother Potaruian, l)enn of 

Manhattan College, and Dr. Harold Taylor, P:-es:.dent of Saroh Lawrence College. 

':(he resolution, t-1hich is being fon·1arded to Pres:: dent Tru1nen, Secreta~J of 

State liarshall, Chief u. So) Delegate to the united Nations Warren Austin and 

the :Sri ti sh .Ambassador to the United States, Sir Oliver Franks, con tcins the 

following six-point p!'ogram: 

1~ Stop aggression of Arabs. 

2. Arm Israel for self-defense. 

3. Grant Israel immediate de .J..~ recogni ti.on. 

4. Restore American and British solidarl ty by policies 

of friendship for both Jaus ~d Arabs . 

5. Restore world confidence in the United States by 

rehabilitating the United Nations. 

6. Develop the United Nations into a body capable of 

substituting lau for national violence. 

Wl.19 ~ 6/30/48 
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41 EAST 42nd STREET 
• MURRAY HILL 2--i917 • 

Dr . bba Hi el 'ilver 
he emple 

Clevela. d , 0 • o 

Dear r . Silver a 

'e bruary 1 , 1 50 

0 sorry I ~as not to see you last wee in Clevel n ! 

s .e coc:.i our rep re sen ta t i v s o g ve e 

our t ou~ tfu note . 

'he ext ti rue ou are i re or • I s110 ld li.te v r 

L.U C t see ou . ve rso l proble• b.ich snould 

lik. to scuss ,it OU at our leisure . •. on• t you ive 

ri e ext 0 co a to t. e cit l 

r 0 -ou .;..lld s . 'ilver , I se d war good wis es . 

wOSt cordi 11 t 

CHVaCS Voss 

e 
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Dr. earl Her11111m Vo 
rican ~ lest.in 

1 tL2ndtnt 
York 17, York 

dear earls 

Tbank you fer your lat r ot 
I learned ot the ~.Jl,,U-•cent llllt'rrw11!!!! 

, ryone dalichted. I 

I ho to in York within the DIJJI~ 
s l get n touch • th you. 

th ll good C'!hee, I lWD&1n 

1:rwu7 14, 19SO 

I09 return, 
livered. 
it. 

t oordia~ our, 

AH I 
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342 MADISON AVENUE NEW YO RK 17, N. Y. 

• MURRAY HILL 2-4917 • 

Babbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The T911ple 
E. 105th Street at Ansel Bd. 
Claveland, Ohio 

Dear Babbi SilTer: 

Jamaq 29, 1953 

[XlCUTIV[ SECRETARY 
R v. orl Boe hr 

~ I add rq congratulations along vi th the hundreds 
of other notes you 11Ust have received about your inspiring 
pra7er delivered at the Inauguration cereaoniee? It was 
an outstanding contriblltion to the mccees of that illpreseive 
event. 

Several dqs ago, Carl Voss and I met with leroae Davia 
ti discuss hie possible inoluaion in one of our study tours 
to Israel and the Middle kst during 1953. Be indicated 
that you had strongl.7 urged him to make the trip, and that 
you had been confident IUff'icient funds could be found to 
118.ke the trip poeaible. Since t he Aaeriean Christian 
Palestine CODRittee, as you know, does not ha.Te sufficient 
funds to proTide total travel fellowships for its participant,, 
we have turned to Jewish friends and to their local coanmitiee 
t• secure the necessa17 financial aupport. Therefore, we 
felt that it was only right for ue to appreach 7ou to eee 
wl:a t plane you might have bad in mind. Would the Teaple or 
the Cleveland Zionist Societ7 be willing to aake a su.bstantial 
travel fellewship award to Dr. Davis? We are offering 
h1a a $250 travel fellew■hip and hope that the Jewieh 
com:mnity in liew Haven will also be willing to help in thi■ 
project, which as 7ou know, will be •f great value to the 
Zionist chm••• Dr. Davis is a f'11'1l friend to Iarael and 
lectures for the American Friends Service Committee and 
11&Q other organlzationa all over the country. Consequentl7, 
he reaches hundreds of audiences across the United States 
each 7ear. 

We shall look forward to hearing from 7oue Carl Voss 
Joins•• in extending good wi1hea. 

IB:hh 

C rdiall7 7ours, 

f:J?Li_ 
Xarl :Baehr 
Executive Secretary 
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~bruary 3, 19S3 

llr. larl IMbr 
Pd'ican Clrietian Palenim ea,-.,tt1-
lla2 llad180ll ,w .... 
Hew York 17, In York 

111dearllr. ~. 

Thank 10'1 tor ,our oongratulationa 011 rq deliftl'lnl a 
pr919r at tba inausun]. aernoni••• It wu good of 70u 
to write -· 

With retannoe t.o tha 1nolu1on ot a-. Jeraa DaYia 1D 
one ot the etucJT tours ot the • :aan Christian 1a1eaune 
Comittee, I beliave that the Clewlimd Zioniat Soeiet,y 
would be in poai'U.on to oontribute 12SO to a •wl Mloll
ship. Cow.d the nat of tbet ao1197 be n1Nd troll other 
80Ul'N■t PleaN let• maw. 
With all good w1•••• I r1,_1n 

Moat oordk~ 70ure, 

ABM HILLIL S[Lffll 
ABS•• 

/ 
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Babbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th St. at Ansel Boad 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Babbi Silver: 

EX CUTIVE SECRH ARY 
R v. 'arl Ba hr 

March 16, 1953 

We are grateful indeed to you and to the 
members of your c ngregation for joining in a $250 
travel fellowship, for our ~ od friend, Dr. Jerome Davis. 

Additional efforts are now being made to secure other funds in order that the total 8\111 of $1350 
might be raised. If you should have aey suggestions as to where we might secure some such additional funds, we wGllld indeed be gratefu.l. to you. 

I am, 
With all good wishes in which Carl Vose joins, 

Cordially yours, 

XB:hh 
r&rl Baehr 
l«ecutive Secretal'7 



• • • • 

llre. ltlltla 1. lldplq 
Cbid of Jllllapoft DlTS.81.on 
Depaz111e8' of Mate 
WUh1a,lon, D. Ce 

_, dear JIN. lhSp,.,, 

The Allll'ioan Obrinian ~•tine 0a 1 \tee baa aardN a 
tnwl fellonld.p t.o nr. J•IWI■ DIW1a 1lo ~at., 1 .... 1 and 
.._ of the •~ ooaalr1ea. I -■ llapw to 1-ra 
ot Dr. Dnl••• intentlona to Y!.ait 1 ... 1 u be llu t.
MIV 1--■ •ntfat.cl • dNp 1n1e1u, 1D tbl prul,lw of 
that par\ ot the world. I law IIDown •• Dnta tor -. 
,... an4 ot hie dnD\loa to tba lfN\ bl I ldtarlaa 
--- ot oar dq, amt ... upeouti,-, to the-• ot bett..r ......... m1 ..,.,, peopl•, aid pllNe III baa 
been at all t.!■11 a altelllUII ot dllloGNOT and a.a, 
and b• -- opJmNcl to all ton. of totalital'lan a.n.
tonhipa. I hope that 70V Deparlmeal will qld.ok~ wt 
1aftftb~ ao\ upon hi• puapo~ applioa\ion ao ~ ba 
~ •• hla amt ;i1e.._d Tlai\ in \ba DNI' h'11N. 

Witb all IOOd wiahla, I aa 

lineeN~ your■, 

&JIJA BILI.IL 8ILVat 
AHSaer 
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Un 1r.y r , t "n f ror Ob,rlin I finl 

s . :.. , informed t • t, ~'°' r c C is ,c ivin 

som.., furth .,r consider tion, not in my office . nth ci cumr-t nr.~s , 

I b lieve , it,.., 1u.rl s no us,ful ,urpose for yon to co ,, to 

r.la hinri;ton to i cuss your c se with Be at thi , time • 11 
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INDIA 
K. K. Chandy 

ar ntly rec ivin, furth r consi erf!tion nd I !l rt ful to OU 

If you nythin further I c n do , let 111.e know . I int ·rrl 

to s e Ch rles Taft when I am in Cincinn.:iti on th, ,v nth of ril. 

C rdi .. -Y .. ours , 

-
vis 

If you wish any of th. enclo ost 1 the r • 
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, 
This is j 1 t to let you k 1 

Wa~hington and ~-r Mr • Shi_. 1 y of th, Pas :,ort Divi ion . . h 

s~y th t she ,1ill try a.ni ~~t a d cision on my oin to I~r 1 

DR. HENRY PRATT FAIRCHILD ,,,ithin t TO weeks . Ix al~o ~:'\•/ Con._. ess ;0J11an Bolton of Cl 
New York City 

MR. OTTO GEPPERT 
Chicago, Ill. 

DEAN LEONARD STIDLEY 
OberJin, Ohio 

who ~romi . to >ho h '1 r . I 130 s •T DI"! n ,.), -:,rre of th 

C thedr.l ll10 ryromi to writ Soo:t ~ John Fo ter Dulles . I • • 

hiple./ s _m d ui t fri "lrl.ly. ny t· inw further 

th -1.t I should do le t P1e kno,., . 

I h .v a ro of all nv e ,. ense3 to i sr 1 ., 

now countin.... 1hat you a.r, lso contributi so I hor1 v r J much 

The itor-in--C;,i f of the rr l (" o Bl·_d , G o,re 

Patt r on, hg,s rritten Dulles . H s .ys , "I kno,,, of no on ·rho i mor. 
cor.1.1. tent to make a , tudy nd a r•port on cond.i tion~ i I3r1. . 1 . I 
co~ra tula te you on havin th b ckin,.- of b bi il rer , ,ho i 
man in ~, book . " .., 

I think it mi ht b h l fuJ. if you car rl to writ 

anot1 r not to Mr . ulles s n t t I "' .s w i tin for t, he 

and th t ·ou Hould ap_ r ci t f vor bl consider~tion at +,h e li .st 

)Ossible om nt . 

In .ny c a1.ny th~nk for ., 01 help nd for 11 you 

... doL1 for . l"1 ric ar-d for the ,,or 1d . 

Cordially, 

---
J r e -,_vis 

1 
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ji)/k?& 6. ' 
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.,uu-f,' ( Ad ,e,u di #$£ \

j /Lat /~LLut r ;nnc e/!< ~~ ~ ~ o/',,&~ 
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Kr. rl Baehr-
Amo ... an Chri. an at1nl Oolaitt.N 
342 lladiaon J.YOnue 
• York 17 • York 

ar Ill:-. Buhrt 

Dr. Joro Davia baa 1·&.A. . d tll! tlult baa h"' a sport 
and 18 preparing to 1aa tar Iarul. Acoordilll:~• I en
cloidng a oheok t,. 12.SO.oo fJiall ta. Cleftland Z~ n 8001-t, 
to as-1st 1n hi• tranaport.ation, • wrote yw on ,-bruary )NI. 

'11th• st regarda• I rmain 

_,. OOldialJT your•, 

1BBl HI Lt.IL 81:1' 
AJ6tel' 



A ERICA CHRISTIA P ALESTI E Co 11\UT EE 

FOUNDERS AND HONORARY CHAIRMEN 

Hon. Roh.rt F. Wagn r 
Dr. H•nry A. At~lnson 

CO-CHAIRMEN 
Hon, Ow•n Br•wster 
hv. Or. Donl•I A. Polln1 

ICE-CHAI RM EH 
Wllllam Green 
Dr. Samu•I G11y Inmon 
Eric A. Johnston 
Hon. Warren G. Moanu,on 

Or. Donlol L. Mars 
Hon. Joseph W. Martin, Jr. 

Bhhop Prancb J. McConnell 

Hon. John W. McCor ock 
l"hlllp Murray 
Hon. Sumn r Well r 

SC:CRETARY 
Mrs. H Ion Gal ogan Douglo1 

TREASURER 
0 on Alfange 

CHILDREN'S MEMORIAL FOREST 

Dean Howord M. leSourd 
Chairman 

EXECUTIVe COUNCIL 

Dr. Corl H•rmonn VoH 
Cltolrman 

Rev. Dr. Emory S. Bucke 

Rov. Kori M. Chworowaky 

Bartley C. Crum 
Father G orge B. Ford 

Prof. S. Rolph Harlow 
R.v. Or. John Haynes Holme, 

Prof, Eduard C. Lindeman 

Or. & Mrs. Wolter C. Lowdermllk 

Edgar Anael Mowrer 

Prof. Reinhold Nl•buhr 
Deon Thomos Clark Pollock 

Robert E. Smith 
Rev. Dr. Rolph W. Sackman 

NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

Prof. Jam•• Luther Adami 

Cyril J. Bath 
J. M. Blalock 

Dr. John W. Bradbury 

Hon. Oscar Chapmon 
Rev. Or. Frank E. Davison 

Hon. Ev11rett M. 0lrk1on 

.Y,r,. Wolter f•rgu1n,, 
Hen. Dani I J. Flood 
John Anion Ford 
Fronlc G r1101I 

t, R•"· Chari , Y.. Glib rt 
Judgff John Gu!• n•cht 
Rev. David R. Hunt r 
'orl Benr. t Justus 

Prof. Holford E. luuoclt 

Or. Thoma, Mor.n 
Bishop Arlhur W. Mnul!Cln 
r,of. Victor Obenhou, 

ev. Or. Le lie T. Pennington 
Hon. Cloud• Popper 

Bishop Glenn R. Phlllls,1 

Rn. Dr. W ndell Phllllpt 

Hon. Frank A. Picard 

Rev. Dr. frederkk E. Relulg 

Dean Cloud• W. Sprcu10 
Thoma, Sugro 

Hon. Elbert D. Thoma• 
rrof. Paul Tllllcli 
Mn. M. E. TIiiy 
Rev. Dr. Eorl H-,111 r T.,mlln 

Or. Chari • J. Turck 
Dr. l"I rro vcn Poou n 

Jin. Dr. Howard I. Wc,rr n 

Rev. Hugh W••ton 
Prof. Henry N. WI man 

Rev. Dr. Marshall Winofl Id 
Or. levl Ed or Young 

Or. \Vllllom Lindsay Young 

426 

342 MADISON AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

• MURRAY HILL 2-4917 • 
[X[CUTIVE SECRUARY 

P.ov. Kori Ba hr 

June 1, 1953 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Rabbi 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Thank you very much for your letter of May 21st and the 
check for $200 from the Cleveland Zionist Society to help defray 
the Study Tour costs for Dr. Jerome De.vii. We are very grateful 
to you and to the members of the Society for their generoue help 
in this creative venture. 

As you know, it wae rq pleasure to lead the April Stu~ 
Tour group, and I am happy to report that the tour was most suc

cesafu.l. In each country ve visited, we had excellent cooperation 
from American ECA and TCA leaders and from local government official•• 
Each member of our tour was greatly impressed by the vital civiliz&
tion Israel ia creating. In an area where depreesing problema are 
to be noted on every hand. in Turkey and particularly in Israel, 
energetic and idealistic people are working around the clock to 
improve conditions and build an enlightened democratic and social 
order. We anticipate an equa.111" rewarding experience for the June 
tour ·which will be led by Dr. Vo••• 

To u1 in the American Christian Palestine Committee, it 
is always a source of great satisfaction to k:uow that there are 

persona like yourself and the members of the Cleveland Zionist 
Societ7 who understand so completely the nature and significance 
of the program of our Committee, and how important it is for 
Christians to see for themselves what is happening in Israel and 

the neighboring lands in order to report the fact1 authoritativel7 
to the Christian cornDD>nity. 

We need not emphasize what an extremely valuable experience 
thia trip will be for Dr. Davia. We are confident that throU&h hia 
participation in the tour. the educational program of our Committee 
will advance significantly. The Jewish community, too, ve know, will 
derive great benefits from hie interpretation of Iarael 1a role in the 
world toda7, especially because he goes on the tour with an open mind 

and a questing spirit, with no commitments. 

My colleague, Dr. Carl Hermann Vose, joins me in extend.in& 
thanlce to you for your 1plendid help. 

Cordially yours, 

~ 
Xarl Baehr 

llhKJII lncutiYe Secretazo 
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Rev. Kori Bo~hr 

January 22, 1954 

(dictated 1-19-54) 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th St. at Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Three questions press for attention: 

1) Did you receive a copy of The Universal QQs and 
did you enjoy it? Won1t you write us a note about it1 

2) The same queries apply to The Palestine Problem 
Today: Israel and Its Neighbors. 

3) Would it be possible for your Zionist Society to 
do the same for Dr. Thomas Kepler~ Professor of 
Theology, at Oberlin School of Religion, as you 
did for our good friend, Dr. Jerome Davis,last 
summer? 

Ben Zevin of World Publishing Company is giving $2.00 
toward Dr. Kepler's participation in the American Christian 
Palestine Committee Study Tour in June, end we have another 
i400 available. All we need is $1500 for Kepler to accompall1' 
the group to Greece, Turkey, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Egypt, 
and Israel. I need not impress upon you the wisdom and worth 
of such a tour, for you have long been an advocate of just 
such trips. Do know, however, that the dividends, both spiritual 
and intellectual, of these Study Tours have been incalculable. 
Thi a certai nl7 would apply- to Kepler throughout the northern 
Ohio area and in many Protestant circles. 

To you, personally, and to your family, Karl .Baehr 
and I send renewed expressions of gratitude and appreciation 
for what you have done in the past for the ACPC and best wishes 
for these years to come. 

Most cordiallr. 

CHV:JH CARL HERMAlili VOSS 
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Rev, Walter Donald Krins 

Dean Franklin H. Littell 

' Hon. Maurice J. Tobin 
Dr. Harry Truat 
Hon. Carl E. Wahl1trom 

Rn. Ed1ar R. Walker 

MICHIGAN 
Ir. and fr1. Robert E. Gro• 

Hon. Frank A. Picard 

1INNESOTA 
York E. Lancton 
Jlon. Harry H. Peteraon 

Rn. Dr. Reuben K. YoUJ11da~\ 

11 OURI 
Hon. Phil Donnelly 

Hon. Harry M. Gambrel 
Philip J. Hickey 
Homer C. Wadaworth 

EBRASKA 
Prof. Charle• II. Pattenon 

NEW HA.1P IIIRE 
Rev. Edward H. Drew1ter 

NEW JER EY 
Re•. Rocer T. Burton 
Rev. Leiter H, Clee • 

Walter D. Cou1le 
Dr. Jay K. Helm1 
Dr. John . Herron 
Howard S. Keim 
ReY, V. L. mith 
ReY, Dr. Jacob Trapp 
Dr. Clair . Wishtman 
Henry A. Williama 

NEW YORK 
Dr. Ruth Nanda An■ben 

Rt. Rev. John P. Doland 

Dr. John W. Bradbury 
faj. George Fielding Eliot 

Frank Ceru1I 
Rev, Robert . Hoo.sland 

Dr. Alvin John on 
Rev. J. ervl1 LaRuc 
Prof. William C. L hmann 

Prof. Allan e•ln1 
Dr. Julian Park 
,tev, Dr. Wendell Phillipa 

Hon. Ad m Clayton Powell, Jr. 

Rev. II rm n F. Rei ig 
Pre . Wllbo·1r Eddy ~auoden 

chrocJer 
Pre . Hana imoo 
Re'f, Io eph L. Sullivan 
ReY, Dr.1 Philip Allen w rt:t 

ReY, Dr. David Rh11 Willlama 

RcY. Jame T. M. Wili;on 

NORTH D KCJTA 
Mn. Lulu Evan on 

OHIO 
William . Akq 
Crrll J. Bath 
Ca'°l A. Den on 
Joho E. Breidenbach 
Dr. J. Fred Ea 11 
fu. C. R. Gu11af on 

Re•. Dr. I. S. HarYey 
Pre1. Ch11rle1 L. Hill 
Jay William Holme 

penccr D. Irwin 
Mrs. Elmer E. Kirkwood 

In. Frcderidt J. Ko1U1t1 

ReY, Dr, Geor1e . Lucu 

fr . S. C. fatheny 

Re•. Jame F. fcElroy 
Mn. Ralph G. feyer 
Rev. Arthur . Olien 

Mu. Fruier Ream1 
ReY, Dr. IJ, R. Sharpe 

Re•. W. Payne tanley 
Re•. John C. w,.11ier 
Dr. Gardner William1 

OKLAHO\t 
. I. Phil Burn, 

. fra. V.'alter Fcritu on 

Re•. Frank 0. llolme1 
Dr. F. D. loon 

OREGON 

• 

Rev. Dr. Jo eph f. Adami 

H. Qucnton Ccu: 
lauball , Dana 

Dr. Charle \\'. Ho,•o.rrl 
Rev. Dr. Raymond D. Walker 

YLVA 'IA 

Hon. Daniel J. Flood 
Dr. Le lie Pinckney Hill 

Dean R. frCollouch 
R. A. Ovcrhol er 
Rev. Jame . Pemberton 
Clyde R. Watford 

ReY, Dnid J. Wynne 

0 TH CAROLI A 
I. M. Dlalo~k 
Hon. Paul M. Mac-millan 
Rohcrt kC. Figg, Jr. 

11 Anne Thomae 

TEN. E. EE 
Pre . Charle . John on 
Pr . R~lph W. Riley 
Dr. Manball Winsfield 

TEXA 
fr . John M. l\frBryde 

Prof. Henry Nel1on Wieman 

UTAH 
Di bop Arthur W. 1 foulton 

Dr. Levi Edcar Youns 

VER fONT 
Prof. Raymond A. Hall 

VIRCI IA 
W. Fr d Dooney 
Rev. Dr. Frederick W. Burnham 

Joo. D. Corbell 
tr,. A. L. Eggleaton 

Elvert L. Kins 
Pr 1, Alon:to G. foron 
Rev, Dr. Geor1e O man 
fr . Robert W. Shultlce 

H. £. nyder 
fo t ReY, Henry St. Geor1e Tucker 

WISCO IN 
Re•. Donald . Duncan 
Hon. Andrew J. Biemiller 

T. Parry Jooea 



February 16, 19S4 

Dr. earl Herman Voae 
A rican Christian Pale tine Comittee 
.3u2 dieon Avenue 
Hew Tork 17, He• Orie 

du · nr. c,sfJ1 

Let • t tank you for y,,ur letter of January 22nd. In the tint place, 
I want to thank you for the copy or your book, The Universal Ood, which 
I receiwd and which I have browaed through withgreat intereit." It 1• 
a nry useful and tlO t int ll1 :entq and attractively presented anthology 
of the e,reat tho 1 ~te of merj o , t ie subj ct ot God. 

I alao reoei d t,he book, L Palest1llf Problem Tod l• which I read with 
the greatest inter .t. It is a c oi a a cura ta ent or the 
subject end houltl p1-ove ~ lu· ,1 . ke inc J. ricAn public opinion 
properly infonned. I hope t,h&t the book rill recei ide t circulation. 

1th reference to • Kepler, I think the idea is an excellent one. I 
am enelo ing a check for SOO tar the Cle,· land Zioni t Society as a 
contribution to the fund which 7ou are raising to make it possible tor 
him t visit Israel. 

1th warm, regards, I remain 

AHSarae 
enclosure 

Very cordia ly yours, 

AB A ffj LI& SILVFJl 
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Dr. bba Hillel ~il~er 
The Ter:1ple 
E. 105th St. 2t D£el Rd. 
Cleveland 6, 01.io 

De Dr. Silv·e : 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

February 23, 1954 

In Dr. Vo s' absence, I am eckno··1ledeing 
vour letter to him of Febru· y 16th ,nd the check 

for $500 hich repres~nts thf) contribution of the 

ClevclRnd ionist Society to the f"tnd he is r i:ig 
to enable Dr. Trowa~ Kepler to particip te in the 
ACPC June 1954 Study Tour. 

e ex-oect • Vo bae~ in the office 
the l tter pR t of next ~eek. Yo,r letter chec< 
,. i 11 then be bro 1 t to hi attention, and it 1dll 

be his plec3~re, I rno , to rite ~OU nnd thank you 
pero:::o:ially or ;rour underf,t n i and ?'enerous hel:p. 

'1• th all e.o od • • I _ i snes, am 

Cordiallv 
" il" ' 

k~ 
Lilian nd 

L' :FH miniGt~ ,ive s istant 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Rev. Karl Boehr 
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Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
'I:he Temple 
E. 105th St . at Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

March 9, 1954 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Rev. Kori Baehr 

As you lmow, ·e had the big Washington Conference 
(,-,:_ich Dores Sharpe , Henry -1iller "Busch, and a couple 
of others from Cleveland attended) and have had our 
hands full ever since clearing up post- Conference 
details . Thus, it ,,.,~.s inrpossible for me to write you, 
as you deserved, and thank you for your appreciative 
and warmhearted co 1 ents about The Universal God and 
~ e Palestine Problem Today . I deeply apprP.ciate your 
ood •:ord and shru.l share it • i th 'orld Publi shi'.!lg Compa~ 

and Beacon Press , respectively. 

Thanks , too , good friend, for ha ing made 
possible the contribution of $500 for the Study Tour 
fello:ship on behalf of Dr . Thomas Kepler . ·e sincerely 
appreciate this encouragement and support . Dr . Kepler 
will, I kno , be as grateful as e e for the genero ity 
of the Cleveland Zioni~t Society in helping make possible 
his trip. 

Karl Baehr joins ~e ir sendi ~ ~arm POOd \dshes 
to you and your family . 

iost cordially, 

CHV: FH C L HER· ss 
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Rev. Kori Baehr 

vr . bba Hillel bilver 
The r.iemole 

nsel Roud & E. 105th St . 
-..,.ieve.l~ nd , . . 

0 

Dear . Silver: 

i_r-il 20 , 1955 

( ictetcd l- )-55) 

You and ~he Zionist Society of Cleveland ~ere so helpful 
last yeax in naking possible a e~t part of the travel fello.,ship 
,.-.,~ic 1 enabled rof . 11horaas =.:epler o ~ ti.1e Oberlin School o: Reli ;ion 
to accon:92. our .ii..merican Christian Palestine Co .tl. ttee Study Tour 
to Isr el n' tLe Arab countries . I turn to you r-. ain, for aid. 

t'e have , for some tine , been am:ious to send •fr . J . D. 
oble , o.irector of the Counci 1 on Hu.nan ::tel tions in Cleveland, on 

Study Tour . He has often :.nni ested ~~ interest in Going . ot 
until this yea:r h s it been :)Ossi ble for him to clear hi~ cro •ded 
schedule to accompany the mour, concernin , hich the enclosed folder 
tells ou more . ,·. e have virtuall no other resources for l r . foble I s 
trip th2.n -chose -.rhich made _ ossi ble the trip of Prof . - e:pler . Three 
other ind.ivi u?.ls helped - -. Rrb i J3r.rnet :Sricl-:ner c nd his temple 
c:..ided im.":'lea.sureably, as did lL:e ·:i se ·:r . Ben Zevin, president of the 
·.:orld. bli shi .O' Com:_oe,ny , ~nd abbi Cha ·les Shulraan . Thus , Dr . Kepler 
had a splendid trip concerninc- ihich, I believe , you h -:ve , 1 eac..y 
he d in an address nt r:

1he ~em~ le bi en b· him. 

1:.'oulci i 1, be :possible for the Zionist Society si:r.:iL rly to 
aic. us in makin~ possible ·:r . :o·ble I s trip? r:i • e money could be sent 
either to ·a- . Toole or to tne vo • ttee , as Mls done in the case of 

r . l:e:pler. ".Je 1·1ould deeply appreciate he.- in6 from you at your ear 
liest op,ortu.nity. 

I need not }.Joint out to you, :Jr . il ver , ho • im-Jortc. nt these 
tri:ps e , ior ou rill recall ho,. , in London in 1945 '"' t the ,:orld 
Zionist onference , you -- iscussed .1.th .ur . LeSou.rd and .. yself the pos
sibility of harin~ just such trips as these et later d, .tes . 1.t that 
time , ·re t ed of c~,., terin2; a ship - - in .eyer ,feiseal fas'-ion , I 
suppose ! -- 1,ut f ortu.n£'.t ely , air travel be cot cs :nuch ee.si er ~ nd thus , 
·'e do t11e ,1 ole tri_ in a :oonth , inclu in._; the i .. r b countries , too . 
You .. mo ,, ho ·: helpful SJ)encer I r,-· n has been, r- d on this score you 
die. reomtJl service in nr,kin; possible his trip . .,or t is , _.re re 
--rateful . 



. .. 
• 

, 

I irJnose on ., ou .c-or somet. in:::, cl e1 her e • • 11 
soon be some ad .. tion:-1 "T)Ublici t~ .... iven boo-:::, The Universal 
Go d. • ,r I trouble you for a P"' ;raph 1:1ich could be used in 
a p· e of quotes tJ inclu~e 4einhold lebuhr , lford Luccock, 
et 1 1 r-.1.-~~" ever o T""l~ch - !:_• - - J.l •••U. e 

To • u and .·u-s . ilver , 1 ·ho.1 I e jo., ed seeing on Ed 
1urro-v I s II er son mo erson11 ro 1 st -rinter , I send lovv 

and ,-,a.rm £'Cod ri she • -:-rl Baehr c-nd all of o c-tc.. f 2t the 
CPC join me in :::endi n t'_ese greetin s . 

Iost cordially, 

CHV: C 
nc . 
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April 28, 1955 

Dr. C rl H• Voss 
A r can Ghn. tian Palestine Committee 
4 71 t-k f, v nue 

e1 . nrl-" ?2, '° ork 

dear Fri nds 

Thank you for your letter 01 Anr l 2th. 

The C eveland Z • o !=; -.:ociety m l d v •r,t uch 

like to be helpf'ul again this year in makin ., 

possible a travel fellowship to I rael. un

fortunately, its .funds for this year are already 

committed. 

ith all ·ood wish s, I reoa1n 

Ver-; cordially yours, 

A BA filLLEL ILVER 

AHSarma 



.• 

PRESS RELEASE 
• 

AMERICAN l:uRISTIAN PALESTINE l:oMMITTEE 
342 MADISON AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

42 

• MURRAY Hill 2°"917 • 

For Further Information Phone: 
Miss Katherine Blackburn 
Emerson 3-5334 

FOR RELEASE MONDAY, NO\TE ER ·22, 4: 00 P . M. 

WASHINGTON, D .C. Monday) November 22 ...... . 

More than 300 Christian leaders from 36 states and the District 

of Columbia urged the President and the Secretary of State today to refrain 

from sending arms to the Near East until peace within the region is assured. 

In a joint declaration submitted to President Eisenhower and 

Secretary of State Dulles, the group advocated that the United States urge 

the dissident i:erties to reach a peaceful settlement and grant economic 

and technical assistance to the Near East "to help it fight the foes that 

breed dissent, revolution and communism, namely oppressive pcverty, 

widespread illite-racy and debilitating d1seases." 

The statement was presented today by the Rev. Karl Baehr, 

Executive Director, and Dr. Carl Hermann Voss, Chainran, Executive Council, 

of the American Christian Palestine Committee, to Col. Henry A. Byroade, 

Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern, South Asian and African Affairs. 

Among the s gners of the statement, sponsored by the American 

Christian Palestine Committee, were leaders from all walks of life. Included 

are Dr. John R. Mott, Prof. Reinhold Niebuhr, Prof. H.A.Overstreet, Yira. 

Eleanor Roosevelt, Mr. Walter P. Reuther, Prof.William F. Albright, Dr. 

Mary McLeod Bethune, Bishop Charles K. Gilbert, Bishop Henry St. George 

Tucker. 
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It wao the conviction of the mors than 300 si ator ies t hat a 

' ear East at peace must be concomi ta.nt wit , if not prior to, t he 

establishment of any Near East defense arrangement." 

They pointed out that without peace the nationn of the under

develope Near East can have no stability or health nor can they '' summon 

either the will or the strength to oppose external a gress on. 

While commending U. S. goals in the 1 ear Eaot, they cha:cged. 

that "the gravely deteriorating situation between the Arab states and 

Israel indicates that something has gone wrong with o IT approach and 

suggests that a reappraisal is ur ently necessary." 

They criticized the apparent assu.~ption by the State Der.a.rtrr.ent 

that the Arab states would become more inclined to cooperate w~th the 

West and make ~ace with Israel if they rece ved unilateral grants of arms. 

'The reaction of the Arab leaders to this special treatment," 

they declared, 11 hc1.s not been a growing desire for peace, but rather a 

feeling that the United States has now given tacit approval to their 

determination not to meet with the rep!'esentatives of Israel and t ha 

they are free to work more vigorously for Israel's destruction. A a 

direct consequence, the psychological ett ng for a destrtlctive arms race 

ha3 been created, and fear and suspicion of a tack mount on both sides." 

Instead of shipping arms into the area: they asked the Gorernment 

to lend its as3istance in fostering statements and actions of peaceful 

intent fro:m the Arab states and Israel . 

"The pre"'ent atmosphere of s spicion and impending violence 

could then give way to negot ation. Both Arab aml Israel ... in tandem coul • 

thereby create a Near East infused with new social, economic and spiritual 
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vi ali ty -- the bast possible deterrent to the designs of cornmunis 

conquest and the most effective way to further, in one fateful area 

of the world, the aims of the free world . ' 

They also expressed the hope that Arab statesmen will ive 

prompt and positive _esponses to Israel's overtures to )?0aCe and li ted 

four recent events which they considered would pro ide the basis for 

constructive negotiations . These were Isrc.el I s offer of a free port 

at Haifa for Jordan, transit r·ight::1 acrooa Israel in the 1 e ev ,o the 

several Arab states, the decision to complete the :elease of all Arab 

refugees' blocked accounts :n Israeli banks, and the offer to s~ n non 

a ession pacts . 

Other outstanding leaders sining th statemant were : Prof. 

oses Baley , Prof . James Luther Adams, Dr . De~ere Allen, Dr . Henry A. 

Atkinson, Prof . Stringfellow Barr, Mr . Jonathan Bin ham: ev . Dr . ·l. 

Russell Bow e, Dr. George Halker Buckner, 1r . Frank W. Bu.xtom Prof . 

Albert Spra Ae Coolidge Bishop Ralph S . Cushman, Dr . TaraKnath s, 

Mrs . India Edwa· d.B, Rev . Dr. Don Frank Fenn , xs . ,;alter Fe1"'guson, .Rev. 

Donald Harr ngton, Bishop Lewis 0 . Har man , Dr . A. Eustace Haydon, • 

Conrad Hoffman, Jr . , Rev . Dr . Jo n Haynes Ro lme s Dr . Samue 1 Guy Inman, 

Dr . Howard Mumford Jones, Mrs . Olga Kous evitzky, Hon . David L. Lawrence, 

Ju e Patrick H. O'Brien, Dr . :Russell Henry Stafford, Dr . Dan el I ·. 

\· i.1.liams . 

(The f-......11 text of the statement and the list of mo e than 300 

s ·gners is attached . ) 
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AMERIC/- N CHH.IS'fIAN PALESTINE COT\1l\11JTTEE 

471 Park Avenue 
MUrray Hill 8-3113 

November 22, 1954 

Freaident Dwight D. Eisenhower 

'I'he Wb i te House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mt-. President~ 

Ne Y.' Yo r 1, 2:?, N. Y. 

Sxecutive Di.reccor 

Rev. Karl aehr 

Slmilar iet,:;er seu+, t.0: 

Hor.orc.ble Jotn Fostar Dullec 

Secre~ry o! State 
De partmer. t of State 
Washington, D.C. 

The enclosed statement, ''Needed.: A Reappralsal 

Of Ou:"' m~ar East Policy", deala in 1.3.rge 1team.1rf' w-~ t:1 the 

recent State 1>3p:Lrtment deci~ion to send arms to s~ve~al 

Arab lands prior to a negotiated peace between the Arab 

states and. Israel. Over three hundred l~ading ci t~z.~1.s 

across the United States have signed the dovum9nt, a~d 

earnestly desire that we call this macteJ.· t •.) your j.L"fil18d.i

ate attention. The names of the ei ners ard attachel. 

Ws strongly hope that the troub~ed Near Eaa~ 

will move ii.1to an era of peace end we 11-'l-Je i ;,G . To 

achieve this goal, we fir11ly believe that a~ms should not 

'be sent into the area. A cerw.in mea.:;uro cf inte·"1~a l 

stability within tbe Arab states and l)etween t:.e :\re.:> 

lands and Israel is necessary, we ·oelieve; oefore ar.ws 

can play anything other tban a role iestrt~c-cive o ti1f1 

free world's democratic objectives for all the :peoplec 

of the area, including both Israelis and Arabs. 

Sincerely yours, 

Carl Hermann Voss 
Chairman, Executive Council 

'Enc. 

Karl Baenr 
Executive Dirbctcr 
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1 g];DED: A HEA~PRAJSh.L OF OUR NEAR EAST POLICY 

The problem of Nee.r East security) we believe) needs to be roexami"16d, 

vid are pr-ompted. to offer oui-· observations because of t:ie critic.al nat.U1·e uf the 

ar'1a :'or the d:Jfense of the Free World. The United States is deeply involved and 

r"3~est><?.riJ y so -- in th is 'Ii tal section of the globe J and ~he peaceful future of the 

ii .i . ious peoples there is largely dependent on the suecesf' of 011!' poltcJ in b.=-i.nJiri , 

tb1m :iolitioal s-tP..bility, economic progress and aocial advance. i:'her.:e c.re co7i-

1119 nda'JJ.e e7oals.. Yet the gravely deteriorating si-tuation between t.h'3 A•--ab st.a '~es 

e~1<.1 Israel indicates that something :has gone wrong w:i.th our approacb and aug e8ts 

t,1.1at a reappraisal is urgently necessary. 

In our view, the new crisis in the Near East stems not fr0r.1 tlie goa:.s 

"rg rq,.ye -set. for· ourse Jve s, but from the means employed to :.~ea~h these ·::mes e:id 

:.con. sume of the assumptions which have prompted our goverlli"'en t tc choo~e these T'lE..J.ns 

A baCJ ic assumption on the part of ot.lY ta te Departme11t E..ppc-a::--o t::; have 

1'~(::m that ti.le Arab states, feeling aggrieve<i and insecu:-e, would become rr.o.ce incl in0d.. 

t.J C.)O1,arate with the West and even reach an accord w tn Iaraa], jf they alone wer.3 

el8Ct.ed to !"'ec~ivA arms. The reaction of the Arab leaders to thic a~ec~al tr0at en~ 

b!l.J Dvt 'beeu a growing desire for 1,eace, bu:, r::::.ther 8. f~eliu that t:.e l;ni ted State .. 

h.:.i.s nov.· given :taci t approval to their dete:':'.'mina tion not to meet wi tt the _ ep.-esenta

t~-es of Israel .and. that they are froe to work more vigoro sly for I aruP-l'R 

d0 ·tr·.1Ct:.on. As a direct consequence, the psycbolo ical setti.ng for. a test,rurtive 

ar·ms ra~e bas "tieen created., and fear and suspicion of a~tack mo1.mt 'Jn b0th si<..,.e 3. 

It . is our measured conviction -- a view held) we belie-;e, "hy t .}-,e g:"na.t 

nis.ior :ty of in~or:ned leaders . in the Un ted Sb-1.tes -- that ~ N~ ~-~ ~t- peacP must 

c3 c~ncomjtapt with if not r[lor to the establishment of any Near 1:.-:.tst defense ar .. 

ra11bal"l]ent. v ithout peace t:ie nations cf this tnderdeveloped ~·eglon can r.3.ve no 

s n:bili ty o:" health. Nor can they summon either the will or vh'3 stre-n t:h +o oppose 

excArnal a greasion. 



In the inte1-..=,s-~s che ... --ef .Jre of effectually s-tren 0 t.liening the <if>fenses of 

tbs Fr0e Wo::-ld and of fostering an era of peace and progress for Arabs r.nd Is:·aelis 

c' ll'Jre -- -+:.he announced goal of the Ad.ministration -- we ur6e tha"'~ ff) a':'ms be ::1hip:pe 

into tbe :r-:ea.r East area until peace within the region is assured; tba t we co:1cc :1trat6 

01. 11r:;ing the dissident. parties to reach a peaceful set·~lament of thei.c diffe:i:-ences; 

Pr.l t:1a.t meanwhile we grar.t each Near East land the eco!'lomic and t,er✓hni.cal ast:Jistance 

;_01.;emm.ry to help it fight the foes that breed. dissent, re·v-oli.l.ti0n and. co:mmu..nj_sm, 

.1a111sl?, oppressive poverty, widespread illiteracy, and debilitati:Jg d.isl3a.seb . A 

l~ e:~oc::.--atic ~ear East can be built cnly on the foundations of respect fol' tlle :1urJ:1n 

~'3.Cf"oneli-+:.y -- whether Arab peasant or effendi, Israeli labor8r or farmer . In such 

c.. s~.tua.tion of ahared strength, potential aggressors would be inclinP.d to desil>t. 

F~Ul" recent events certa1nly seem to provide the basis :or con8t~ .. uctiv3 
ne6otia.tions : 

(1) the recent offer by the Israel government of a. fr9e port cf Ha-L:a 
.!:'or Jo:."d.an, 

('2) the suggestion of transit rights across Israol in ~:.r1e I~Agev ,:;o ~he 
se :er3.l .'\ra b states, 

(3) -the decision to complete the release of all Arab refugees' bJ.oGr.:et1. 
t...GC•, un-!:.s in :!:sraeli banks, and 

(4) most recently the offer to sign non-agsreasion pacts. 

It is our hope that Arab statesmen will give prom}:t and positiv6 red}JC·~·rne3 

to Israel's ove!.'tures fo1" peace. 

Instead of shipping arms into the area, we believe our gove1·nment wo':.lld do 

well to ler.d its assistance in fostering statements and act:1.onG of :p'.Jacoful intent 

~ro!:l both the Arab states and Israel . The preaent atmosphere of G sp~c..i.on anl iJn

~endine v:olence could then give way to negotiation. Both Arab and I~racli in 

talne~ could thereby create a Hear East infused with new social, oconowtG, and 

ni,l-rit11al vitality -- the best possible deterrent to the designs of 0omrnunist con

Cj_ue .1t and tho most effectiv9 way to further, in one fateful area of tl:e worJd, 'thA 

ajms of tne free world. 
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Introduction 

The American reversal on Palestine came as a great shock to the American people. 

American support of the General Assembly's partition resolution had widespread public 

approval throughout the country. The decision of the United States to abandon its support 

of partition was sharply questioned by large sections of American public opinion. 

The criticism of American policy on this issue is perhaps unprecedented. Rarely, if 

ever before, has there been uch general condemnation of the conduct of our foreign affairs. 

On the pages that follow we have reproduced some of the critical editorials which ap

peared in leading newspapers within the last three months. It would require a much 

larger volume to print all the editorials hut we should note that the press of all sections of 

the United States - metropolitan and rural - including the most influential newspapers 

of the country, join in censure of the American shift on Palestine. 

A report has come from one authoritative analyst that during the week ending March 

27, after the United States reversal was announced, 62 per cent of the editorial comment 

on Palestine was adverse to the new United States policy, only 20 per cent supported it, 

while 18 per cent of the comment was mixed or neutral in tone. 

It is clear that Ameri an public opinion still upports the General Assembly's re o

lution of November 29, 1947, and that the majority of the American people are hopeful 

that the General Assembly of the United Nation wilt in j stice to the two peoples of 

Palestine and to the United Nation itself, tand firn1ly by its pa t po ition on the Pale tine 

Partition Plan. 

American Christian Palestine Committee 



Collective Paralysis on Palestine 
Last .spring the situation in Palestine 

appeared desperate enough to necessitate a 
apeclal aesslon of the United Natlona Aaaem
bly. A committee was appointed to inve.stl
rate and report; the regular Assembly 1es-
1lon debated the question and, after a bitter 
ftght, adopted a plan calling for the parti
tion of the Holy Land. The British refuse to 
bear aole responslblllty; the Arabi are 1n 
arm&-and the Jews remain, for all practi
cal purposes, in the same pNltlon a.s when 
thls lengthy U. N. process began nearly a 
year ago. That ls to .say, they have no legal 
def en.se organization, no legal method of 
acquiring (or even posaesstng) arms, no 
legal method of lncreulng their atrength 
through Immigration. To be aure, they do 
have a paper promise of .statehood from the 
u. N., but the international organization, 
apparently exhausted by the effort required 
to produce this document, ls now atrJldng 
attitudes of languor and embarrassment, 
waiting for Palestine to explode, or for some
one to take the initiative lb averting 
tragedy. 

The position of the United States at thls 
Juncture 1s one of peculiar responsiblllty. 
Qfflclally and unofficially the United States 
took the lead ln urging a change in the con
dltiona of the BrltLsh mandate, and later ln 
promoting partition. It Palestine collapses 
mto anarchy upon the withdrawal of the 
Brl tish It wlll be a terrible retlection upon 
American policy no less than upon the pres
tige and authority of the United Nations. It 
1s nece.ss'ary, therefore, that this country 
take the 1Jlltlattve in securing U. N. action 
to implement partition. 

The most obvious procedure would be to 
glve the Jews of Palestine t h e legal right and 
the mean.s to defend them.selves. Mr. David 
Ben Ourion, chairman of the Jewish AgtJ')cy, 
1s conftdent of the ab1Uty of hls people to 
protect thelr interests 1f they are allowed to 
form a mllitla and are armed by the U. N 
such a program, then, should 'be the flrst 
order of business for the Palestine Commts
alon and the Security Council, and the 
United States could well exert every leglti
mate influence to secure the adoption of a 
definite plan toward this end. 

It the Jews of Palestine can be armed and 
organized 1n time, there may well be no 
occasion for further U. N. action. But u a 
matter of insurance the world organization 
ahould canvus other method.s of enforcing 
1ts decl&lon. Palestine could be defended by 
cbntlngents from U. N. member 1tates. This 
would Involve, 1n all probablllty, a Ruaalan 
unlt, a., well aa American troops. Another 
method would be through the formation of 
a d1.sttnctly u. N. constabulary, recruited 
from volunteers who would not represent 
tndlvidual states, but the organtzation aa a 
whole. such a force would take time to form 
and traln, but lt would be open .to fewer ob
jections than any other means of U. N. mlll
tary tnte"entlon. 

The U. N. is looking to the United States 
for some light and leading on the enforce
ment of partition, and this co)1J1try cannot 
afford to withhold lt. The keynote of Ameri
can policy must be collective action; it 
should not Involve unilateral meuures that 
would impose the entire burden (\n the 
United States. But the pre.sent state of col
lective paralysis on the Palestine Lssue 1s too 
dangerous to endure-too dangerous for 
Palestlne, for the U. N. and for the Jnited 
States. 
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NEW YORK 

l{eralb ID"tibune 
The Straddle 

It is difficult to read Mr. Austin's opening 
statement to the Security Council as any
thing save a last-a really stupendous-ef
fort to straddle an issue which can be 
stra<i<iled no longer. In its elaborate legal 
niceties the statement is correct. The Gen
eral Assembly's decision. for partition was a 
"political" decision ; it could have the force 
only of a recommendation, not or law. To 
enforce .such a decision is no part or the 
Security Council's duty or authority; it ls 
empowered only to keep peace. It cannot 
impose the partltlon plan or any other plan; 
all it can do ls to determine whethet Pales
tine presents a threat to international 
peace, and then take action necessary to 
avert that threat. 

In suggesting that under the circum
stances the first step on the part or the 
Security Council should be the appointment 
of another committee to ''look into" the 
matter and further to "consult," the Austin 
statement, ff not correct, is at any rate logi
cal. The Assembly's partition plan was ex
pected to be in effect self-enforcing; the 
fact that it has not proved so means that in 
this important respect the plan is a f atlure 
and therefore it is a fundamentally new 
sltuatlon which confronts the Council, tn 
which "consultation" is appropriate. The 
validity of all this careful reasoning must 
be recognized. Unfortunately, its fut111ty ls 
too obviou., even for comment. 

The Austin statement does go so far as to 
say that "if" the Council should decide that 
1n order to maintain peace 1t ls necessary to 
use armed force "in connection with '' Pal
estine, the United States wlll be ready to 
"consult . . . with a vlew to such action 
as may be necessary to maintain interna
tional peace." Thls wobbling stand ls un
likely to impress the Arabs, or the oth~r 
members of the Security Council. It will not 
counter-balance the proposal for another 
committee, which can only convince the 
Arabs that they have partition on the ropes 
and that with a continuation of their pres
ent tactics they may even :flnlsh It for good. 

The Truman administration has made a 
mighty attempt to straddle this issue, which 
1t has itself helped to develop into a chasm 
too deep and wide and dangerous for any 
straddling. The practical alternatives are as 
before: either to enforce partition upon the 
Arabs or aLandon Jewish Palestine. As the 
British learned long ago, one cannot at
tempt to straddle without seeming to favor 
one side or the other and earning the bit ter 
enmity of both. The British, speaking 
through Sir Arthur Creech-Jones, were 1t 
leas~ completely forthright. They are 
through, once and for all; they will spend no 
more blood on this thankless business and 
will have nothing whatever to do with en
forcement of any kind. If the United States 
is not to stand by while Palestine slides into 
chaos, carryi~ the United Nations with H, 
then the United States must say with equal 
forthrightness what it will do and what U 
will urge the Security Council to do. 

- February 25, 1948 

Why? 
There are tew Americans who will be able 

to regard the action of their government 
in the case of Palestine without a sinking of 
the heart. Quite apart from the merits or 
the partition plan, it is painfully obvious 
that Mr. Austin's statement to the Security 
Council on Friday repres~nts either a re
versal of the earlier policy of the United 
States or an acknowledgment that the 
policy ignored facts which were patent to 
the most casual observer. Neither arterna
tlve is to the credit of the Administration. 

Mr. Austin contends that the partttion 
plan, proposed by the General Assembly 
and supported there by the United States, 
"cannot now be implemented by peaceful 
means." Certainly this possibility-or. 
rather, probability- must have been fore
seen by the American delegation and the 
Administration from the outset. It so, the 
United States should have guarded against 
the various difficulties which Mr. Austin 
since has raised in the Security Council
legal, political and military. Failure to do 
so created only the ghost of a Jewish state 
under United Nations guaranty, stimulated 
explosive tensions in the Middle East and 
brought death to hundreds, disillusionment 
to millions. The prestige of U. N. has 
received its heaviest blow, and that or the 
United S~ates has been hard hit. From 
every standpoint the situation 1s far worse 
than when the U. N. Assembly was originally 
summoned in special session to deal with 
the Palestine crisis. 

The United States has taken a firm stand 
in demanding that peace be restored in the 
Holy Land under a. U. N. trusteeship. This 
by no means reduces the military respOnsi
billtles which the enforcement ot partition 
rnight have entailed. Indeed, it rather adds 
to them. The Jews of Palestine have con
ceded all that was possible toward the 
achievement of a viable Jewish state ; the 
Arabs have been confirmed in -their int ran
sigent opposition to such a state. A U. N. 
trusteeship, following immediately upon 
Great Britain's announcement of its inten
tion to renounce the mandate conceivably 
rnlght have provided a transition period in 
which international authority could have 
been established in Palestine and an inter• 
national solution worked out. Now, after 
an abortive experiment in partition, the 
U. N. will have to fight to make itself 
respected-and fight hard. It will merely 
Inherit Britain's "squalid war" in the Holy 
Land, made more squalid by opportunities 
missed and promises unfulfilled. 

The people of the United States demana 
and deserve an explanation of the palpable 
bl unders o! American policy in respect to 
Palestine. There have been many unofficial 
excuses, r cf erences to a changed world 
picture. to oil, to mili tary weakness and 
the like. But no responsible official has 
openly discussed the practical aspe<'is of 
the American course in the Middle East nor 
offered any reasons why that course need 
be altered so shortly after it was fixed. If 
such reasons exist they should be fran kly 
discussed, or the United States must bear 
the obloquy of seeking covert ends a t the 
expense of justice. And this country cannot 
so tarnish its leadership. 

- March 21, 1948 
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l{ctalb arnbunt 
U. S. Stand on Palestine Called 
Sacrifice of Moral Leadership 
Sumner Welles Says the 'Vital Elements in Our 

National Security' Which Swayed Marshall 
Cost Us Repute With Small Nations 

By Sumner Well es 
Former Under Secretary o/ State 

The official explanations of the reversal of our policy on Palestine 
at least make two points wholly clear. There is no shadow of Justi
ftcatlon for this reversal; and the position which the United States 
now occupie$ is profoundly hu-·--------------
m1llatinr. tions to protect China when Japan 

Secretary Marshall states that invaded Manchuria in 1931. We 
our action is due to "vital elements are destroying the faith of the 
of our national security." He im- peoples of the world in the ef
plies that the enforcement of par- ficacy and authority of the United 
titlon would bring about the dis- Nations. 
patch of Soviet troops to Palestine, The u. N. as a "Vital Elem~nt" 
and that the resultinii situation 
would "touch off the powder keg ,, Are the American people willing 

• to agree that the United Nations 
If ~his government had had the has already ceased to OP a "vital 

foresight, when the Assembly element or our national !;ecurity '!" 
ad~pted !ts partition resolution. to What confidence can th~ weaker 
insist upon the creation by the Se- nations have in our good foi th 
curtty Council ot a United Nations when this government welshes on 
constabulary for Palestine com- it..5 commitments? 
oosed ot contingents tram the The United states was chie~y 
lesser powers, there would have responsible tor the adoptio11 by the 
been no possi~Uity that Russia or Assembly of the partition resolu
any other maJor power could seek tlon four months ago. Since thnt 
to police Palestme. The Arabs time the President, the secretary 
would never have resorted to ex- of state and the Americar :iele
trem~ mea~ures. ~oday Arab ag- gate to the United Natiom hnve 
gress1on is mcreasmg. Encouraged given repeated assurances tnat the 
by the way the mighty United American government stood four-
States has weakly given in to their h ' , 
threats, the Arabs have flouted square be md _that dec!s101:1, T.1e 
the United Nat.ions. They reject Jesw of Palestine have .rehed _on 
any suggestion of a trusteeship those assurances. Their entire 
They will try to seize the whole of co_urse has been governed by that 
Palestine as soon as the British fai th. Yet th.ose assura:1ces have 
withdr w now been dehberately violated. 

a • The lesser members o! the 
Jews Seek to Hold Area United Nations are already in opcri 

The Jews are defenciing the revolt. 
areas granted them under parti- The effect upon the confidence 
tion. They have announced the of the smaller nations in American 
establishment of a provt.,1onal gov- leadership can best be lllustrated 
emment to assume control of those by the published statem nt of a 
areas the day after the British representative of one of the Latm
leave. They are abiding by the American republics: "First they 
terms of the Assembly's decision. convinced us that partition was 
But they wm resist any proposa1 the only an wer. Now they are 
that does not give them then· trying to convince us that partition 
promised freedom. is insane. It is true tha-; I repre-

Because of our previous vacilla- sent a small nation which cannot 
~Ion, partition may now mean lo- stand a~one. I am willing .to ac
cal hostilities. But a trusteeship ce~t United States leadership. But 
would touch oft the very "powder this 1s treachery. By this latest 
keg" of which we are told to be- reversal the United Stati~s has fOl'

ware. In that event Russian in- teited whatever moral justification 
tervention would be certain. it once had for leading the small' 

Are military dispositions the nations." 
only "vital elements o! our na- War Dancer Aggravated 
tional security"? At this crucial moment when we 

To many or us the good faith of seek to rally the countries of East
the United States, the preserva- ern Europe to our leadership in the 
tton or its moral leadershii:; among fear or Russian expansion are we 
the nations o! the world. the con- prepared to agree that ou'r moral 
~dence that 0th.er peoples possess prestige and the confidence or 
i._. it..5 depend~b11ity and the sur- other peoples in the good faith ot 
v1val o! the United Nation~ are ele- this country are no longer "vital 
ments that are also vital. It is elements of our national security?" 
these elements that the reversal Thls reversal by the United 
ot American policy on Palestine States will increase, and not dimin
has ftagrantly. disreurued. ish, the danger of a major war in 

The leg.alistic arguments that the Near East. It deals what may 
the American delegate was iri- well be a death blow to the United 
struct~d to deliver to the Security Nations, and to our hope for col
Council repre~ent a flat denial of lective security. It shakes con
the . responsib1llty of the United fldence in the United States 
Nation for the preservation or throughout the world 
w~rld peace. That denial under- For what is alleged to be mo
mmes the very !oundaLions upon mentary expediency we have 
w~ich the U~ited Nations was thrown away national assets that 
built. ~he action o! the . United were essential to our safety. And 
States m regard to Palestine can these, unfortunately, are not as
be as far-reaching in its results as sets which can be soon regained 
the refusal by the League o! Na- CopyrlchL. 1048, New York Hera ld Tribune ;nc. 
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Partition Is the Issue 
Mr. Truman's grave emphasis UPO'Il the 

open warfare that is ••just over the horizon" 
in Palestine will not be taken lightly. At 
this aeason and on this day when so many 
hearts are doubly conscious ot the tremen
dous e-Yent.l which have made Palestine the 
Holy Land for millions, the prospett of 
death and destruction sweeping through 
that land it particularly appalllng. Cer
tainly, if reason could prevail, i! a truce 
might be agreed upon to avert worse calam
ities than those which have already ravaged 
Palestine, there would be cause for rejoicing. 

But there have been many efforts to solve 
the Palestine dilemma by pure reason-as 
well LS by more passionate and les.1 high
minded method.I-over many year.s. The 
Jews and Arabs are tlghting now in the Holy 
Land. They have been brought to blows 
t,y forees which were powerful enough to 
make them prefer- the rl.sks, the sacrifices 
and the hardships of war to the conditions 
which might prevail were they to lay down 
their arms. Those conditions are not 
changed by Mr. Truman's plea for a truce. 

Partition 1s still the paramount issue. Mr. 
Truman argues that the American trustee
ship plan is not a substitute for partit ion, 
but simply an emergency device to fores tall 
the chaos whkh would ensue !rom the 
abandonment by Great Britain of her man
date. But chaos is not threatened simply by 
Britain's !OTmal renunciation of her re,
sponslbillty. It would spring from the tn
tense- pressure, which have been generated 
with.In Palestine by the contlicting interesta 
of Jews and Arabs. Trusteeship would not of 
it.sell reconcile those interests. It would not 
end the powerful Jewish ~rlve toward state
hood. It would not abate the tlerce Ara.b 
hostility to these goals. It would be a return 
to the unea.,y stalemate which has been so 
of ten broken by violence. 

The first reactions to Mr. Truman's pro
posal :tor a truce indicate the lack o! any 
objective basis tor an agreed suspension 
of hostillties. Arab spokesmen assert they 
will end their campaign only it the Jews 
renounce al hopes of partition. J ews have 
made it cle"r that partition is th e irreducible 
minimum of their demands, and they have 
already aet up their state. Upon such a 
deadlock, Mr . Truman's plea can have little 
effect, and the trusteeship plan seems 
shadowy and unsubstantial against the 
harsh. realities now warring in the Holy 
Land. Doubtless the President was sincere 
in yesterday's :1tatement, but sincerity is 
only one element in policy, not a substitute 
for it. 

- March 26, 1948 

The Fact of Partition 
The report of the Palestine Committee of 

the United Nations reveals candidly how 
little has been accomplished by this body 
in implementing the partition resolution of 
last Nov. 29. It foresees in Palestine, unless 
adequate outside help is forthcoming, "ad
ministrative chaos, starvation, widespread 
strife, violence and bloodshed." At the same 
time, in a solemn declaration, the General 
Zionist Council has asserted that an inde
pendent Jewish state will be established on 
May 16, the day following Britain's de
parture. The vacuum left by the Palestine 
Commission is thus being filled by the 
Zionists themselves; and partition, which 
has had lts setbacks as a theory, ls being 
transformed into a solid fact. 

That the Zionists have been driven to act 
without the official blessing of the interna
tional organization is regrettable; yet it ls 
difficult to see how any other result could 
have been anticipated. Tbe partition reso
lution of the United Nations fanned to 
consuming flame the long-held hopes of 
the Jewish world; it was not to be supposed 
that Zionists could wait indefinitely upon 
the hesitations and delays of outside powers. 
As the Arab opposition to a Jewish .state 
forced upon them the need !or military 

PROTOCOL 1B PALESTINE 
The pitiful weakness ot the United 

Nation• in the present stage of its de
velopment i1 highlighted by yesterday's 
news that the Arab Higher Committee 
and the Jewish Agency for Palestine 
have agreed to adhere to the Geneva 
conventiona on the treatment of 
wounded and prisoners. Today we are 
one day closer to May 15 than we were 
yesterday. Tomorrow the gap will 
have been further narrowed between 
what ii now a bad enough situation 
and that which is expected to be 10 

much worse. 
It ia jw,t four months since the Gen

eral Assembly of the United Nations, 
after a long and thorough exploration 
of all the available alternativea, and 
acting by more than the neceasary two
thirds majority, proposed a solution of 
the Palestine problem which might well 
have worked succe111fully if it had com
manded, from the very outset, the full 
and active and consistent support of 
the Security Council and all interested 
Powers. Instead of such support, how
ever, the newly created Palestine Com
mission ( consisting of the repre1enta
tives of five small nations, removed 
both physically and spiritually from 
the conflict) was ao completely ignored 
by those with power to make deci1ion1 
that it began to describe itself a.a the 
"five lonely pilgrims." The Security 
Council turned its attention almoat ex
clusively to other matter,. And the 
United State■, chief advocate of lut 
November's plan for a settlement, em
barked upon a series of moves which 
have been remarkable for their incon
aistency and bewilderment. A measure. 
of the deterioration which ha.s taken 
place in four months' time is this 
agreement that men shall be killed in 
conformity with the "rules of wa.r" l 

- April 1, 1948 

action, so the Western indecision has forced 
on them the political initiative. Though we 
dislike to see the international authority 
by-passed, we cannot a.s Americans be 
wholly insensitive to the reasons which 
impel a people to declare lts independence, 
not wholly unmoved by the courage which 
makes such a declaration Possible. 

The rapidly developing situation in Pal
estine calls our policy-makers to a re
examination of their course. They .stlll tend 
to act as if partition were something which 
depended on their will, and could be given 
or withdrawn by turns. They talk, it re
ports from Washington are correct, about 
sending t roops to maintain security in the 
Holy Land only if a truce between Jews and 
Arabs has first been achieved-ignoring the 
!act that the Arabs will make no truce with 
partition, and that the Jews will not sur
render the goal they have desired so long 
and which they h ave seen comilli so near. 
The United States must seek to limit l ts 
involvement in this t roubled a rea and apply 
its force in the most efficient possible way. 
But the time has come when a course must 
be laid which accepts our !ull responsibility 
and is shaped to the unescapable factor&
military and political---0! the Palestine 
situation as a whole. 

- April 15, 1948 



A TEST FOR THE COUNCIL 
The Security Council of the United 

Nations•hu agreed to put the question 
of an international armed force for 
Palestine on its agenda. The circum
stance• being what they are, we do not 
see how it could have failed to reach 
this decision. It is. to be regretted 
only that the matter will be taken up 
"u aoon as it is practicable." There 
ia an urgency about the queation that 
does not brook delay. 

When the General Assembly of the 
United Nations, last Nov. 29, voted in 
favor of the partition of Palestine it 
did 10 with full knowledge of'. all the 
factora that now make the present sit
uation an explosive one. It was aware 
of the strength of Arab opposition to 
partition, of the decJared intention on 
the part of the Araba to resjst this 
solution by force of arm• and. of the 
threats of intervention by Arab forces 
outside of Palestine. Neverthele11, 
alter a long and careful debate in 
which the existence of all these facton 
wu clearly recognized, the General 
Auembl3r reached the conclusion that 
partition wu both the most equitable 
and the most practicable solution of 
the problem with which it wu con
fronted. Having so decided, by more 
than the two-thirds majority required 
under the Charter to give validity to 
its decision, the General Assembly ii 
entitled to look to the Security Council, 
which is the enforcement agency ot the 
United Nations, for action to make cer
tain that its decision stands. 

We are aware of the difficulties that 
must be faced in creating an intema
tional force for thil purpose. We can
not believe, however, that these diffi
culties are u great u those wh'ich will 
result if the aituation in Palestine 11 
permitted to drift to a catutrophe. 
In defense of its own authority, 1n jWl
tice to those whose claims were recog
nized by its decision of Nov. 29 and in 
the interest of peace and order, the 
Security Council must face the issue 
squarely and without further loss of all 
too precious time. 

-February 12, 1948 

R~RTONP~J.~ 
When af: ~1~Ue~1'y' of the 

United Nation• voted last November to 
recommend partition a.a a solution of 
the problem in Palestine, it took sev
eral steps which were intended to give 
effect to its recommendation. It cre
ated a special Commission, consisting of 
representatives of five smaller nations 
( Denmark, Czechoslovakia, Panama, 
Bolivia and the Philippines), to serve 
u its agent in this matter. It request
ed the Security Council to "take the 
necessary meuures as provided for in 
the plan for its implementation." And 
it also urged that the Security, Council 
"determine as a threat to peace, breach 
of the peace or act of aggression, in 
accordance with Article 39 of the Char
ter, any attempt to alter by force the 
settlement envisaged by this resolu
tion." 

The special Commisssion met at 
Lake Success in January. Though its 
members have not visited Palestine in 
person ( threata of violence from Arab 
sources have served as a deterrent to 
this procedure), it has had access to 
ample information concerning the 
course ot events since the General As
sembly made its recommendation. On 
the basis of this information the Com
mission now reports that the provision 
of an adequate international force is 
essential if the plan for partition is to 
be carried out. 

Under the Charter of the United Na
tions, only the Security Council is in 
pot1ition to supply this force. Consider
ing this fact, and coru1idering also the 
formal request for "necel!Sary meas
ures'' addressed to the Security Coun
cil by the General Assembly at the 
time ot the adoption ot the resolution 
for partition, it is now clearly the duty 
of the Security Council to consider 

TO SA VE THE PEACE 
On May 15 Bri lain will give up her 

Pal<>~linr. mandatr> and withdraw h{!r 
troops frnm thr. Holy Land. Unlcsi; the 
Unil<'C.I N:i.t1r,n); acts drc;is1vcly bcforr. 
that dale th11:1 withdrawal will certainly 
be foll<,wcd by disaster. The United 
Nationii 1,i now in the pos1 10n of having 
i!l11ued th'! partition dccrer. and having 
taken no str!pS to ,,nforc;P 1t. The trag
edy o( Pall'stinr. will th!'rrfore hP. a 
.l'lhattering blow lo the '. N. a11 W!'ll as 
to world pcac~. Yet in the face of 1 his 
grim fac:l the Security Council on 
Frida.y vot<'d a. d<'lay of at lca~t tt"n 
days by refrrnng the matter to the 
permanent mr·m hf-rs of the Counr.il. 
No postponement of the evacuation date 
of May 15 was included. 

We do not believe ten days should be 
needed or ought to be wa.stcd while 
blood flows in Palestine and the situa
tion there .steadily degenerates. We 
believe two step!'! can be and should be 
taken, immediately, by the Security 
Council and member governments 
which may avert the imptnding calam
ity: (1) The United Nations .should 
forthwith urge the British mandatory 
Power to grant Haganah, the Jewish 
militia in Palestine, a de 1nrc status in 
place of the de facto status already re
luctantly accorded. Aftn all, the Zion-
11ta, who~e Jives arP. now in danger, 
are in Palc.-;tine hecau11e of Britir.h co
operation. The hare!lt good faith de
mands that thry hP. allowl'd to protch 
themselves. We b<'hcvc Britain f•oulrJ ill 
afford to ignore this r<'commrndation 
nf U. N., and that shP will rise in the 
world's good opinion if .<;hr followi; the 
wisf! and hum:\nf' ours". I 2 J We hl'lirvc 
that the United Nations :-hould uri;<' the 
United Stal£'s and othr1· U. N. mcmh<>r 
~ountries to hft any mbargo they may 
have placed on the supply of arms to 
the legal Zionist m1lil1a, and that they, 
too, under the pressure of-. this worlc.l 
recommcndal1on, will act accordingly. 

These steps will not relieve th Unit
ed Na.lions of thE> ultimate responsibil
ity for policing Palestine and for 
protecting it against invasion from 
without. Hagana.h, however, officially 
recognized and .!Upplicd, may be able 
to hold the lilte until further help can 
be organized or until the Arab dis
aenters realize that they cannot defy 
the power and publifl opinion of the 
rest of the world. But action must be 
swift. The lives of many people, the 
prestige of the United Nations and 
peace itself depend on this decision. 
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whether, by wl.at means and how soon 
an adequate international force can be 
provided. There is no time to be lost 
in answering these questions. There 
should be no disinclination to answer 
them merely because new and more 
extreme threats of violence are coming 
from Arab sources. When the secre
tary general of the Arab Leag11e de
clares, as he did ~resterday, that his 
countrymen will "fight" any U. N. po
lice force sent to Palestine, he must be 
told that he is challenging the author
ity, the prestige and the very right to 
exiatenee of the United Nations. 

- February 17, 1948 

THE SWITCH 01' PALESTUlE 
There OMl be litth doubt that the 

partition o( Palestine is being blocked 
by the atruggle between the Soviet Un
ion and the Western Powers. A land 
once known for milk and honey now 
!lows with oil, and the homeland of 
three great religions i.s having its fate 
decided by expediency without a sign 
of'. the spiritual and ethical consider:1-
tlon• which .should be determining, al 
least in that part ot. the world. Ancient 
Palestine waa once deacribed u "not 
the land ot phtlo110pheN b'1t the home 
ot prophet.a." It would tal<e a proptt.t 
altttng on & r&pidly spinning tumtable 
to have fore1Hn the counae which our 
Government ha.a pursued during these 
la8t few month,. 

Three things need to be !laid, and to 
be said at once, concPrning the prP~enl 
shift of American pollcy on PalesttnP. 
The first 11 that it comes aa a chmax 
to a aeriea of moves \11h1ch hu seldom 
been matched, tor ineptnea1, in the 
handling of any lntematlonal iuue bf' 
Ul American Admtniatr&tioa. The MO
ond ia that it i1 a plain Mid unmiltlak· 
able surrender- to the Uuoea.t o/. fOl'Oe. 
And UM third ia that tt holda ltttM 
pronuN of being able to avoid the vef'¥ 
h&ardtl which tt ta int.ended u, otr
cumvent. 

8o tar u the firlt pomt i1 concerned, 
it may be said that all of the critical 
consideration• now enumerated by Mr. 
Austin a1 reasons for our Government's 
change of policy-namely, the strength 
of Arab opposition to the partition 
plan. the necessity of providing a large 
international armed force to implement 
that plan, the reluctance of the small 
nations and all of the large Powera, 
with the aole exception of Soviet Rus
sia, which haa it.a own ob1ect1ve1 m the 
Mediterranean, to provide that force
were mherenl 1n the :ntuation when 
the original dec1Bion in favor o! parti
tion waa made last Nov. 29. Never
thel sa, 1t w ■ pr11nan1y on th Jnlllt~

tive, and under the pressure, of our 
Government that the decision for par
tition was adopted. Somewhere along 
the line there hu been a shocking lack 
of liaison and of common purpoaea be
tween the American State Department 
and the American delegation in th• 
United Nation., wlth the White Hou• 
itself apparently utterJ,.y at sea. Ia
ept, uncertain and confuted, the pre1-
ttge o! .American foreign policy hu 
suffered a severe blow in the handling 
of thi• issue. 

.As for the 1eoond point - the sur
render to the threat of force - it i■ 
obvioualy and admittedly Arab intran
aigee.nce that hu forced the American 
Government to change it.a policy and to 
bow to .Arab threata, and to propoaw 

I 
that the whole United Nations retreat 
with ue in the face o{ Ar.ab 1corn and 
fury. Unfortlmately, if thia i■ done, it 
will not be the !i1'1t time th&t the 
United Nations hu had to yield to tM 
threat of force. lt has been bludgeoned 
out of Northern Korea by lioViet Ruallia 
and out of the Balkan• by Soviet 
Russia's satellites, but Noll SUl'Nnder 
of this kind ia a blow to tl\e authority 
ot the United Nationa. Me&n.time, we 
h&ve pla.yed a ahabby trick on the 
Jewish com.rnunily in P&lfftine, which. 
put its faith in our promiee1. 

F1naUy, where doea thia new decision 
leave us~ It leavee ua still wider th• 
inexorable necessity of helping to fur
nish that international armed force 
which we have been 90 reluctant to 
provide. For to maintain wha.t Mr. 
Austin describN u a "tempora.ry 
trusteeship" over the whole of Pale.
tin• will certainly require an armed 
tore•. It ma.y w-ell require an even 
larger armed force th&ll would be 
required for partition, for, aa Secretary 
General Lie notes, the United Nation■ 
Special Commission on Palestine drew 
the conclusion that "a trusteeship for 
P&lestine would be fought by two 

MR. TRUMAN ON PALESTINE 
The statement read by President 

Truman to his press conterence yes
terday is a much-needed attempt to ex
plain and to justify a.n American policy 
on Palestine which hu been as badly 
bungled, as confused and aa inconsist
.ent as any policy well could be. 

Mr. Truman says that our Govern
ment put aside the partition plan, 
which it supported ao strongly tut No
vember, "because it has become clear 
that the partition cannot be carried 
out at this time by peacetul mea.na." He 
adds that "we could not undertake to 
impose this .solution on the people of 
Palestine by the use of American 
troops, both on Charter grounds and 
a.s a matter of national policy." It theae 
ire the best reasons that can be cited 
tor the abandonment of partition, we 
must sa.y ( l) that warning wa.a given 
by many competent observers last No
vember that partition could not be car
ried out without the provision of some 
international force, and (2) that Amer
ican troops have been used, and are 
today being used, in a.nother Mediter
ranean area-Trieste-to impose a so
lution on the people of that area, and 
no questions have been raised of their 
employment for this purpose, either on 
"Charter grounds or as a matter of 
national policy.'' 

As a present alternative to partition, 
proposed without prejudice to "the 
character ot the final political settle
ment," Mr. Truman calls for a renewed 
effort to arrange a truce in Palestine 
and a teruporary United Nations 
trusteeship. A truce must or course in
volve at least some tentative agreement 
on the scope of Arab and Zionist au
thority, tor neither party to the present 
struggle is likely to lay down ita arma 
without such assurance; but here we 
face the hard fact that every effort to 
aehieve such an agreement, over the 
long span of three decade.s, has been 
wrecked on the rocks ot Arab and 
Zionist nationalism. 

As for the trusteeship: We share the 
President's hope of averting further 
violence and bloodshed, and conflict 
that might spread far beyond Pale tine 
itself. But British experience clearly 
shows that a trusteeship, like a man
date, could not be maintained without 
an adequate armed neutral force. Will 
the United States help to supply that 
force? Will we send American soldiers 
to help maintain a trusteeship, though 
not to help enforce partition? Mr. Tru
man says that it a trusteeship is estab
lished, "we must take our share ot the 
necessary responsibility." But this is a 
vague statement, which does not men
tion troops. And the matter of troop, 
is the crux of the proposal tor trustee
ship, and the question that will surely 
be addressed to us if we propose a 
truateuhip to the General Assembly. 

- March 26, 1948 

parties inatead of one." This i■ the 
prospect w,th which the whole aenea 
of movH now oulm.inating' in Mr. 
Austin'• announcement letWea u.. 

- March 21, 1948 



Ifie ,1n1abet,fiia Jnqniru 

They Can 1t Make Bricks Without Straw 
Pale. tine partition is doomed unless the 

United Nations, whic'h fostered the plan, now 
move swiftly to save it. 

The partition proiect is disintegrating un
der the blows of a heavily one- ided civil war, 
a Arab armed by the British seek to wipe 
out the very nucleus of the proposed J ewi h 
:tate, who e defenders are paralyzed by a 
United tates embargo on hipment of arm 
to the Palestine Jew . 

The British are helping to abotage parti
tion by their arming of the Arabs and their 
cynical failure to preserve the peace in th~ 
Holy Land in the final months of their man
da t . 

The Jew" in Pale tine are fighting not 
merely for the ind2pendence guaranteed them 
by the United Nations; they are fighting for 
their very live . Hundreds have been killed 
and many more wounded by Arab bullets and 
knive in raids upon Je\vish settlement . 

In defiance of the United Nation , the Aral> 
League has announced that the armies of the 
Arab countries will occupy all of Palestine 
a~ . oon a the British withdraw. These na
t iong refu ·e to recognize the existence of a 
J v .. ·i ·h state ; they intend, with the a i: t
anec of arms from the British, to rrlake the 
Holy Land a wholly Arab dominion. 

\\·hat th ir plans mean in death, de:truc
t ion and mL·ery to the peaceful Jewi h in
habitants who had been granted the hop , at 
lea. t, of a homeland all their own, can only 
Le imagined. 

How can the United ations-how can the 
United tates, which has given it sanction 
to partition-sit by and see the plan falJ 
apart in bloody war? 

Having authorized partition, it is clearly 
up to the U. to enforce it. But thus far all 
that ha been done is t he appointment of a 
five-member Palestine Commission, whose 
a , ignment it is to go to Palestine, on some 
<late not yet determined. and see to it that 
1.he U. . plan i executed. 

As the British do not want the Commi:s1on 
to arrive until two weeks before they with
draw, and as Arab attacks upon the Jew 

Lon, Branch, New Jersey 

TIME FOR RE-STUDY 

The United States has been projected 
into the Palestine problem by its champion
ing of the cause of partition in the United 
Nations. This action was prompted by the 
purest of motives, as well as by the fact that 
partition is the best solution to the knotty 
problem of granting living space to the Arab 
population. 

The first motive was the desire to cor
rect an historical wrong dating back to th~ 
Roman empire to restore to the Jewish race 
their homeland and open the gates of a mod
em Promised Land to the victims of war and 
aggression in Europe. 

On the other side of the picture is the 
embargo on anns to Palestine by our State 

are mounting in violence all the time, the size 
of the task confronting this body is evident. 

The Commission is being called upon to 
undertake the impossible feat-a reminder 
of Pharaoh's order to the people as told in 
the Old Testament, Exodus V :7-of making 
bricks without straw. 

Without the implements to pre ·erve thl! 
peace and to protect the Jews while they are 
erecting their new nation, the Palestine Com
mi sion is hopeles~ly handicapped from the 
out et. 

The obvious need in Pale tine is an inter
national police force directed by the United 
Nations, to keep order and enforce partition. 

Request for such a force was made to the 
Palestine Commi ·ion on Thursday by Moshe 
Shertok, political chief of the Jewish Agency. 
If t hnt request is not met, he added, then the 
burrl P11 o f ke ping order and protecting the 
11 \\- 0ur11 .Jewish state must fall upon a Jew
i h militia, and the U. . should take imme
diate steps to. permit the Jews to arm, equip 
and train an adequate force. 

The Security Council is the agency which 
must act upon establishment of a U.N. police 
force. Soviet Ru ·sia may, as it has so often 
before, again obstruct action in this regard. 
But the U. S. hould press for it, neverthele.;s, 
and off er every assistance. 

Meanwhile the unfair embargo against 
shipment of arms to the Palestine J ews, while 
their enemies can obtain all they want, should 
be lifted. Arms and equipm nt which the 
Jews desperately require to defend them
selves ·hould be .:-ent them. The arms em
bargo should be directed against the Arabs, 
who are fighting partition, not against those 
who arc. upholding it with their lives. 

It is unthinkable that, having given the 
Jews a glimp e of long-sought freedom in a 
land of their own, we should now permit the 
door to be slammed again t its realization. 

We should abet neither Arab war on par
tition n"r British sabotage of it by indiffer
ence and neglect. The Jews need help if they 
are to save their lives and their homes, and 
we must see that they get it. 

- Januaryl7,1948 

Department, which in effect gives the advant
s-ge to the Arabs in the inevitable war which 
followed partition. It also makes necessary 
such clandestine procu1·ement and shipping 
of the tools of war as has been revealed in 
Monmouth County and north Jersey. 

Meanwhile the Arabs are bountifully sup
plied by Egypt and other members of the 
Arab league. Russia, which gave approval 
to the partition may also see her advantage 
in th bloody strife which will hamstring the 
efforts of the United Nations to cool a cauld
ron which could lead the world into llnother 
war. 

There is nothing very clear in our ac
tions. Our State Departmet forgets that had 
it not been for the aid of France we would 
have been sorely pressed to win our own in
dependence. We obtained not only supplies 
lJut ships and fighting men, something we 
. iave not been asked to give in the current 
struggle for liberty. 

lt is time we restudied our position. 

-January 24, 1948 

LA CROSSE, WIS. 
TRIBUNE 

U. S. LO ES FACE BY 

PALESTINE REVERSAL 

Just once on any important issue have the 
United States and the USSR agreed in the 
United Nations. That was on the partition of 
Palestine, which this country has since re
pudiated m one of the strangest somersaults 
in the history of American foreign policy. 
Now we are putting forth a proposal for a 
commanded truce in Palestine, commanded 
by the UN. 
This proposal does not seem to have a 
ghost of a chance to become effective. The 
Arabs long ago refus d to consider such a 
deal, and the Jews have announced that 
when the British leave next month, they will 
at once proclaim a Jewish republic. 

Fighting between Jews and Arabs has been 
going on for months, with the British mak
ing the most feeble gestures toward main
taining order. Nearly 2,000 people have been 
killed on both sides. It is open war on a guer
rilla scale, with almost daily bombings and 
ambush~s. 

That anything could have been done to pre
vent it is doubtful. The Jews and Arabs both 
are embittered, and the British for months 
have been seeking to get rid of their man
date. But it is tragic that the United States 
should have taken the lead toward a UN so
lution that it later abandoned. Why did we 
seek partition of Palestine, and then run 
away from it when it was adopted by the 
UN? 

The reason, of course, is that no nation 
cared to contribute troops to a UN force 
which would make the decision effective. 
And this country was not only averse to 
sending American troops into Palestine, but 
it was also concerned that no Russian troops 
should appear in the lands bordering the 
Mediterranean. 

But it seems incredible that this could not 
have been foreseen in advance by the state 
department. Our foreign policy seems to be 
in a state of incredible confusion. 

* * * * 

- April 4, 1948 
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Wellbl~on St. • • • , • Bost~n7 .• ~Mau 
abll1'tle March 4 1872. J;venfn1 edition 
h 7, l 78. Sunday edlUon llrst fuued Oct. l . .) En route to England, March 31. than we do in the ultimate value believe in & Jewish homeland, will 

-I am an outsider, a simple citi• of a. strong United Nations. be demanding vociferously that 
MONDAY, MARCH 22, 1948 r.en of the United States. and 1 • • • we talce in more displaced persons 

have no inside under the new sugge tion that here and that we hasten their es
knowledge ex- the U. N. create a. new mandate ta.bltshment in other countries. 
cept the knowl- for 1:'alestine until some peaceful Both these things, 1 think. we Palestine 

Mr. Harold Stassen describes the reversal 
of this nation's policy on partition of Palestine 
as "outrageous." His views are verified in the 
gloom which has descended upon the United 
Nations at Lake Succesa. 

edge of the solution can be worked out be- h Id d th h th 1 t 
way we as a s <tu o roug e n erna• 

During the better part of the past two years 
the directors of American policy have repeat
edly, publicly, declared that, while willing to 
make lenerous concessions, our nation's govr 
ernment would flatly refuse to compromise basic 
principles in the name of expediency. Yet two 
fundamental pmiciples of publicly proiessed 
American policy have been mutilated by this 
about-face on partition. 

delegati~n in tween the Jews and Arabs. 1 can- tional Refugee Organization and 
the United Na- not help woudering who is going through passage of the Stratton 
tions General to see to it that an armistice ac- bill or some other similar bill But 
t;s~~rbl~~~~~ tually ts carried out. There are we must face the fact that .there 
last fall on the extremists on both 51des of this are many Jews. who have spent 
question of Pa!- question. Palestine 1s accustomed months and years being hunted 
estine. Our re- to violence and bloodshed. An- over Europe who want to go to 

Mrs Roosevelt. sponsible offi- nounctng an armistice is not go.. Palestine ar{d nowhere else. The 
ctals naturally have knowledge that ing to bring it about. pressure will be upon the mandate 
we ordinary citizens do not have. It seems to me that the U. N. government and there will be an• 
They may have ample justiflca.- and we. as a great nation. are go- other bone of contention to 
., f th f hi h th 1ng to be faced with exactJly the trouble the waters Jn Palestine 
1110n or e ears w c ey bl th t h d i • 

same pro em a we a n sup- I fail to see that we have done 
spread before Congress in order porting partition. One of the away with any troubles or prob• 

The first principle wrecked- the integrity of 
solemn pledges maturely 1:iven-underlies the 
whole policy of the UnUed States reaa,rding 
Palestine these past twenty years-a principle 
defined and championed by every American 
President since Woodrow Wilson; a principle 
enshrined in our treaties; a principle supported 
even by successive British Governments up to 
1939, when Chamberlain atbandoned it; a prin
ciple backed by the present Labor Government 
of Britain also-until it took office in 1945. 

fo get co•operation in what are questions at issue has always been lems by our new stand. And if 
aaecessa,ry measures for strength immigration into Palestine by the this change in policy was under• 
and defense I dislike actions Jews. If the new mandate gov- taken to lessen the danger of war 

• ' emment permits any immigration, I fail to see where it ha achieved 
howevtr, that are taken from fear, the Arabs will object; 1f it permits that end. The USSR stands pat 
aince they are a.pt to be unwise no immigratlori, the Jews will ob- on its previous decision. And I 
•nd unjust. Ject. And in the meantime miser- will not be surprised 1f quite a 

The United States has now a.ble, desperate people will it in number of nations refu e to turn 
auggested that a special session camps in Europe and on Cyprus. about , in response to our whim. 
f>f the Assembly be called to re- With each day. they become less For they may feel-as I do-that 
con.sider the case of Palestine. I a..ble to be valuable citizens any. no olution being perfect, the on~ 
shall be interested to see whether where. already adopted by the U. N. might 
the little nations share our fears • • • as well be Implemented. since, 
or whether they try to give us the The very group of Jews in the with all the argument and effort 

The second principle demolished by the de• 
cision of President Truman (for he, not Secre .. 
tary Marshall, is responsible for policy deci
Cions) is that this move levels a devastating 
blow at the U.N., which ?.Jr. Truman was cham
pioning only last Wednesday. In the name of 
expediency, armed defiance of a decision taken 
by the U.N. Asfembly under American leader
ship, is being appeased. 

courage to stand by a decision United States who consider part!- that has been made, no perfec;t 
once taken, putting more faith tion & mistake, and who do not solution has yet been found. 
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This will not bring peace to the Holy Land. 
It leaves our nation's prestige in the Middle East 
low indeed and the stature of the U.N. dimin
ished. 

- March 2, 1948 

CHICAGO SUN 
MARSHALL PIBLD. Editor aDd PuWWs• 

Neeclecl Nore Than Ever 
MRS. ELEANOR ROOSEVELT was so upset over the 

administration's reversal on Palesilna that she offered to 
resign as a delegate to the Unfted Nations. In good con
science she could not agree with the new Palestine policy, 
yet she doubted whether she could criticize it with pro
priety while remaining a delegate. 

President Truman and Sec. Marshall told her to go 
ahead and criticize, and begged her not to resign. So Mrs. 
Roosevelt made clear, in her column, her conviction that 
the U.S. should not have run out on the U. N. She ap~ars 
to hope that the small nations will give our government •the 
courage to .stand by a decision once taken, putting more 
faith than we do in the ultimate value of a strong United 
Nations.• 

Politically, there was every reason why the administra
tion should prevail on Mrs. Roosevelt to stay on as a U. N. 
delegate. She is one of the few strong assets of the adminis
tration. 

But there is a stronger reason for her remaining on the 
job. That is the deep confidence which millions of Ameri
cans have in her sincerity, her patience, her unflagging 
devotion to the cause of international co-operation for peace. 
She owes ltto the peop~, rather than to the administration, 
to continue in service. 

We hope that Mrs. Roosevelt will continue to speak her 
own mind freely on every issue that comes up. Her value 
1s not as a spokesman for the administration, but as a 
spokesman for the American people in thelr desire for a 
strongly supported United Nations. 

- April 2, 1948 

CHICAGO SUN 
MARSHALL FIELD. Editor and Publisher 

FRIDAY, January 23, 1948 

Danger for the U.N. 
THE LEAGUE OF NATION foundered on the rock of 

"non-intervention" tn Spain and Ethiopia. There is danger 
that the United Nations may founder on the rock of non .. 
intervention in Palestine. 

Each day's crop of killings in Palestine makes lt clearer 
that a conspiracy exists to countermand the United Nations 
decision for peaceful partition of that land. 

The Arabs make no secret of their determination to re
sist the decision by violent means. What is worse, one ~ees 
disturbing evidence _that some British and American officials 
who were never enthusiastic about partition might not mind 
too much if it fails. 

President Truman and the State Department lose no op
portunity these days to proclaim full support and strengthen• 
tng of the U.N. as the cardinal aim of American policy. U 
they mean it, they can now make their words good. The 
United States should take the lead 1n establishing a U .H. 
constabulary that can keep the peace in Palestine while 
Britain is withdrawing and the Arab and Jewish states are 
being set up. 

The reasons no such action has been taken are no doubt 
the same reasons which induced the pollcy-makers to side
step the enforcement issue 1n the first place. Our oll in• 
terests in tile Middle East impel us to avoid offending the 
Arabs as far as possible. Above all, the State Department 
apparently fears that any suggestion of U.N. enforcement 
maybring Soviet Russia into the Mediterranean--a domain 
which we ~onsi.der safe for our military forces, but not for 
Russia's. 

In short, the obstacle to U.N. enforcement is the stra .. 
tegic duel of the big powers. It was the same sort of power 
politics that caused the League to throw Spain and Ethiopia 
to the wolves. To complete the parallel, the forces which 
now challenge the authority and integrity of the U.N. are the 
feudalistic, anti-democratic, pro•fascist Arabs who played 
Hitler's game ln the war. . 

The issue is now bigger than Palestine itself. The issue 
ts whether the United Nations possesses the moral force to 
make tt• decisions stick--whether the power politics of its 
members can be subordinated to the collective interest in 
J:he .peaceful settlement of disputes. 

Since American leadership was a major factor in bring .. 
ing about the Palestine decision, the United States has a 
special obligation to lead the U.N. in backin~ it up. U~ess 
wedo, future pledges of devotion to the U.N. will sound mighty 
hollow. 
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-------A• Ec1Horlal-------
8etrayal 
By T. 0. THACKREY . 

Stripped of platitudes, the statem!nt of th~ Umted 
States before the United Nations Security Counctl yester
day cancelled out the plan for the partition of Palestine the 
United States fought to secure last November 29. 

This is betrayal, though quick study of the _statem!nt 
does not disclose it-as it was intended not _to disclose . it. 

The statement is intended to make us believe the United 
States is merely seeking a method of carrying out the par
tition decision. 

The United States asks the Council to determine ~heth
er there is a threat to peace; it offers to conrult with the 
other great powers on the foI1T1ation of an international 
army to enforce the peace, if it is found to be threatened; 
it pledges to support whatever action the Council takes. 

This has the sound of a constructive policy, particularly 
when coupled with intimations that, if the Council decides 
an armed militia is required to enforce the peace, a way 
would be found to supply arms. 

It was intended to sound constructive. 
But it was betrayal. 
The first of the significant statements- an outrageous 

statement containing the very essence of betrayal-was this 
from the United States: 

'-nte Council's action . . . Is directed to keepi■g the 
peace and not to enforcing partition." 

But if enforcement of the partition decision is not the 
business of the Council, the only United Nations organ em
powered to use force, then it is the business of nobody and 
is meaningless. 

The United States' statement is not content with nullify
Ing the partition decision by conspiring to negate any pos
sibility of its enforcement, however; it goes further. 

"The Charter does not empower the Security Coundl 
t.o enforce a political ettlement whether it is pursuant to 
a rooommendation of the General Assembly ur et ~ Council 
ltseU," i what the U. S. delegate said. 

A Sacred Trust? 
By T. 0. THACKREY 

One of the many p culiar oversights which needs to ht> 
called sharply to the attention o the Uni ed ations in his 
period when the United St tes is persisting in calling for a 
trustee hip over all Palestine, is the fact that a trust~ship 
has already been established- but has not been supported. 

I refer to the trusteeship over Jerusalem. 
The gentlemen seem to have forgotten. 
If trusteeship, as opposed to partition, will make for 

peace, as the United States insists, why is it that the United 
States, in common with all of the other powers, great and 
small, so neglects the Jerusalem trusteeship? 

When the General Assembly last November 29 created 
the Palestine Commission, it ordered the commission to pro
ceed with the formation of an Arabian and a Jewish state in 
Palestine. 

But it also created a United Nations trusteeship over 
Jerusalem, as a direct U.N. responsibility, which would spe
cifically guarantee the prese1vation of this Holy City as a 
shrine for the many religious faiths. 

Jerusalem is not a partition problem. Neither the 
Arab nor the Hebrew state of Palestine is involved in its 
administration. 

Here, then, is the test of trusteeship. 
Has the United Nations assumed its responsibilities for 

this area? It has not. Has the United States offered, in its 
own behalf, or in concert with other nations, to give both 
moral and physical support to this trusteeship? No. 

Has the United Nations ordered the Arabian states to 
cease the open warfare on Jerusalem which is raging hourly 
through the streets, mindful of the fact that, in this instance, 
Arabs are not warring over partition, but are making war
fare directly on a United Nations trusteeship? 

The answer is no. 
The men primarily responsible for American foreign 

policy-the President, the Secretary of State and the Secre
tary of Defense-tremble with fear and retreat shameless]y 
before Arabian aggression. 

They speak feelingly and publicly of the risk of war, of 
our national security, of the sacred lives of American boys in 
uniform which they dare not jeopardize, when confronted hy 
an Arabian gangster hen t on making a mockery of the words 
honor, justice and international law. 

They pose as super-patriots when challenged in the 
Middle East. 

What is it that makes the gentlemen so cowardly, so 
weak, so concerned with peace and so fearful of risking 
American lives there; and yet so bold, so full of courage, so 
careless of the sacren Jives of American boys in Berlin? 
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This statement terms the action of the General AsSem
bly a recommendation, which it is not, rather than a de-

cision, which it was. 
It also embarks on the most dangerous of a11 concepts 

-that whether the General Assembly or the Security Coun
cil or both, reach political decisions, the United Nation3 
under no circumstances is empowered to enforce tfie"!. 

Since every question involving a threat to peace JS _.a 
political question, what the United States has ~~ually. ~d 
in its anxiety to avoid enforcement of the partition dec1s1on 
is that no decisions can be enforced. . 

This is another way of stating that the way to nullify 
any decision is for the opposed group or groups to attaclt, 
threaten the peace, and then have the Security Council 
maintain peace by nullifying the decision that caused t)le 

attack. C'.'0-.--: 

The United States also proposes a ftve-power ~uuty 
Council Commi~ion to study the Palestine problem. . 

This commission supersedes, of course, the Palestine 
Commission empowered by the General Assembly _to im
plement a decision which we now deny was a d~1on. 

What really was done at Lake Success yesterday by 
the United States was to do these things: 

1. Kill the partition decision reached by the General 
Assembly. 

2. Take the whole Palestine problem away from ~e 
Assembly and place it effectively in British and Arabian 
~ for "settlement." 

Next we shall no doubt see the spectacle of the United 
Sta!A!s u;ging that Great Britain be begged to remain in 
Palestine "to keep the peace." 

It would have been more hll.aest to state flatly that we 
have placed our foreign policy in the tender hands of the 
British Foreign and Colonial offices, and have empowered 
the Nazi-Arab war criminal the ex-Grand Mufti of Jeru
salem our new Secretary of State for Palestine. 

If no other course can restore us to honor, perhaps it 
ls not too soon to raise the question of impeachment. 

- February 25, 1948 

Why are we so ready to risk wuna conmct 1n .t:ser1m, Out 

fearful of risking regional conflict in Arabia? Does our 
sacred honor have its roots only in German soil? 

What is it that makes the life of an American boy so 
precious when confronted by an Arab bent on destroying the 
world's hope of peace with honor, but so valueless when con
fronted by a Russian? 

The truth becomes more obvious each day. 
The truth is that the gentlemen are not in the least con

cerned with the security of the lives of American boys in 
uniform, or with honor, or with justice ... they are concerned 
with other, le~ virtuous, considerations: power and private 
profit. 

The Jerusalem trusteeship is neglected because the 
United States and Great Britain, in company with the Nazi 
war criminal, Husseini, leader of the Arab Higher Commit
tee, have agreed to betray the United Nations and all concept 
of international justice, and with it the world's greatest hope 
of peace and justice-for Arabian oil and for nothing else. 

Powerful private interests in Socialist Great Britain reap 
dividends from Arabian oil concessions; powerful private 
interests in democratic America reap dividends from Arabian 
Oil concessions; feudal Arabian chiefs are profiting privately 
tram selling the national resources of their citizen slaves. 
None wishes this cozy situation disturbed. 

That is why the United States is fighting so desperately 
before the United Nations to kill the Palestine decisions al
ready taken by the General Assembly. Evidently the Presi
dent hadn't been taken in on this three-way scandalous secret 
when he ordered an all-out fight for partition last November 
- a fight that was won by co-operation between the U. S. and 
the U. S. S. R.! 

Just as evidently, the President knows now. 
But the evil scheme is doomed to failure; the General 

Assembly probably will meet-but it is highly improbable 
that its decision will be reversed. Not even the United States, 
Great Britain and Arabia are likely to muster sufficient votes 
to achieve that monstrous betrayal. 

And, meanwhile, the Palestine decisions stand. 
The will of the world assembled has been expressed. 
Jerusalem is the sacred trust of the United Nations. 
Partition is the clear decision of the United Nations. 
Mr. President, the longer the delay in returning the 

United States to a poJicy rooted in honesty and honor, the 
greater will be the revulsion of the people, the deeper the 
scandal, the more tragic the consequences to the whole world. 

- April 5, 1948 
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Palestine Retreat 
Palestine has become more plainly 

than ever merely a pawn in the 
game of power politics. Th~ United 
Nations has become more plainly thsm 
ever a side show. Nationalism once. 
more has won out over international
ism. That, in brief, is the meaning of 
the United States' abandonment of 
partition. 

The fact which stands out in the 
situation is that the United States
apparently concerned chiefly about 
\he power struggle with Russia-has 
reversed its position of last November, 
when it was largely responsible for the 
Assembly's adoption of partition. Part 
of this change may be due to fresh 
evidence that the Arabs would resist 
partition. But suggestions that the 
United States expected peaceable ac
ceptance of partition are hard to credit. 
American diplomats are not that nai'.ve. 
The key. to the shift was frankly dis
closed in Secretary Marshall's speech 
at Berkeley-"the grave international 
lituation." 

The United States' new proposal for 
a UN trusteeship for. Palestine is not 
clearly persuasive, either, unless it is a 
maneuver to keep the British there. If 
the British carry through present 
p~ to get out, UN will have Pales-

tin~ in its lap by August anyway. Will 
a trusteeship give UN power to keep 
the peace? Even "freezing" the present 
situation does not promise peace. 

A project for having Jews and Arabs 
.,come to agreement" would be more 
attractive if that kind of effort pad any 
record of success in Palestine or if 
there were new factors pointing to 
success now. The Jews, outraged by 
what they call the "betrayal" of parti
tion, ar~ not now in a mood for com
promise. And the Arabs, encouraged 
by the American retreat before their 
threats, are not likely to concede much. 

A firm stand for a genuine interna
tional settlement through UN has 
seemed to us the soundest basis even 
for an Arab-Jewish agreement. The 
present move appears to weaken UN 
for reasons of power politics. We are 
more concerned by that than by any 
effect it may have on Jewish or Arab 
fortunes. It may be necessary to re
treat from firm support of a UN settle
ment in order to checkmate Russia. 
But let it be clearly recognized that 
if there is in this action any short
range gain for "vital elements of na
tional security" - as Secretary Mar
shall intimates-there is a long-range 
loss for international peacemaking. 

n. Olobe and O.meretal AOHrther. 
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MONDAY, MARCH 22, 1948. 

The Reversal on Paleatihe. 
Secretary MARSHALL has tried to take upon his own shoultlera responal

bl1ity for the Administration's about-face on Palestine. He sayl!I that he 
recommended it to President TRUMAK and that the President approved his 
recommendation. That is considerate of the Secretary of State, but it Is 
the Pretddent who must really take the blante for a series of blunders 
which has made our foreign policy look rldlculoue. 

In November we were all for partition of Palestine into Arab and Jew
ish states, and got enough other nations ta go along with u~ until we could 
get an 0. K. from the United Nations. Then. late bi February, WARREN 
R. AUSTIN made a statement to the Securlt1 Council which lndlcated that 
Washington was getting ready to take lt all back. Finally, last week, It 
wae announced that we have changed our mihde about partition and now 
want some kind of trusteeship for the Holy Land. 

This is quarterbacking with 11. vengeance! But tieither Mr. TRUMAN nor 
Secretary MARSHALL seems to be a very good triple-threat man, able to 
run, pass or kick as expediency may dictate. Either our policy toward 
Palestine was wrong in November-wtong because nobody in authority 
seemed able to foresee what would surely come of it~r else it ie wrong 
now. The Secretary of State has an explanation which is a little too glib 
to be persuasive~ He says that since we took our original stand for pa.r
Ution "we have explored every possiblllty of a peaceful implementation ot 
that recommendation" but without 9uccess. But what kind of "peaceful 
implementation" can we expect for the trusteeship plan, which starts out 
~th two strikes. on it-bitter disappointment for the Jews and no 't/ery 
great assurance of support from the Arabs? This episode constitutes a 
chapter in the diplomatic annals of the United States which few Americans 
can read without chagrin and d1smti.y. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 23~ 1948 

'£ST. 

No More Delays 
The United Nations Securitf Council has 

received the bald facts from the UN's own 
Palestine Commission. That is, the Coun
cil has received them formally. Actually, 
the facts have been plain as day from the 
time when the UN first began considering 
the partition of Palestine. 

It is now time to act. The UN must 
have an international army of enforcement, 
and it must have one fast. In less than 
three months the British will turn over its 
Palestine mandate to the UN. And when 
Ma}l 15 arrives, a force must be there to 
take over. 

Before that there must be a decision on 
what countries are to provide troops; who 
will command them; how they are to be 
outfitted, supplied and paid, and by whom. 
Then they must be assembled and trained 
and transported. 

Why the UN has not discussed the need · 
of enforcement before now is a mystery. 
Discussion should have begun the day after 
the Arab governments gave official, explicit 
notice that they would not recognize parti
tion, and would oppose it by force of arms. 

There are considerations of policy and 
politics beneath the surface of the major 
powers' attitude toward enforcement. This 
government, for example, has to think about 
such things as the oil that the Arabs sell us, 
and the possible result of Soviet participa
tion in enforcement. It must weigh the 
demand for lifting the embargo on arms for 
the Jews against the opposition to such 
shipments by Britain, which is still the 

mandatory power. 
But these considerations, and those of 

other countries, seem trivial compared to 
what will happen to Palestine and the UN 
If partition is not enforced. And since the 
majority of the UN member nations are 
not bothered by the problems that confront 
the big powers, why haven't some of them 
come forward with a call for action? 

It is quite evident what will happen if 
nothing is done. The Jews will have a 
bad time of it, even if they are supplied 
with arms after the British leave. They 
will be greatly outnumbered by an inter
national army of invading Arabs. 

UN prestige will receive a heavy blow. 
The Palestine question finally found Wash
ington and Moscow in agreement. That was 
encouraging. But if the UN is to bow be
fore the first challenge of its• first major 
decision, it may collapse like the League of 
Nations----only much faster. 

It seems certain that the blustering Arab 
front would dissolve before any concerted 
1how of power. By modern military stand
ards, the Arabs' equipment is primitive. 
Their threats and saber-rattling are direct
ed toward the nations that are their best 
customers. It is unlikely that , in a show
down, they would want to cut themselves off 
from their major source of revenue. 

But any enforcement action must come 
through the UN. If individual governments 
should intervene, the present su~picions and 
,mbitions would increase. They might 
sow the seeds of World War III. So there 
ls only one choice. The UN must act, and 
act quickly. 

- March 16, 1948 
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I I Look at the Record- and Weep 
He Js for partition. He is against parti

tion. He is for trusteeship because it 
won•t need enforcement. He is for 
busteeship with British enforcement. He 
ls for trusteeship with American enforce
ment but without American troops, or 
maybe with. He .is for UN, but he is 
against what UN decides. He iJ for 
truce; but he is against partition which 
would bring a Jewish truce, and he will 
not say that he is for an Arab state whioh would bring an Arab truce. 

;Asked why the U. S. A. support~ partition originally, he says that a school
boy• s hindsight is better than a Presi
dent's foresight. I£ this means anything, 
It means he thinks the U. S. A. should 
oever have supported partition. But ap
parently he has no more faith in the 
schoolboy' 1 hindsight than in his own 
foresight, for in the next breath he insists 
the U. S. A. is still for partition. 

He I., the master logician. Consider: 
he wants Jews and Arabs to agree. For 
25 years, while the British have been in 
Palestine, the Jews an Arabs have failed 
to agree. Ergo, . .says he, the British must atay on in Palestine. 

He it an eminent international furist. 

.... ......... ,, ....... 

He says: -We have explored every possi
bility consistmt with the basic principles 
... , the UN Charter for giving effect to 

· f th "' I h becom effort to 611 the vacuum ,oon to be est terms that representatives o e 
partition. Unfortunate y, it as e 

b 11 d t clear that the partition plan cannot be created by the termination of the (Brit- Arabs and /ews e ca e at once o carried out at this time by peaceful ish) mandate on May 15." the Counci table to arrange such a 

window." They said that before the 
President's statement yesterday, and they 
have said it again since-in New York. 
in Beirut, in Cairo, in Jerusalem, in Tel 
Aviv, in Nablus, in Hebron, in Damas
cus, in Lake Success. 

" Fill the vacuum with what? A pencil- truce." means. ~ ".J.J l fiddling trusteeship commission which Truce, its wonderful! For the laSt 
Has he read the UN Charterr .n.rnc e 

d I h b 41 of Chapter VII savs: will stop violence by shakin! its col- three weeks U. S. e egates avde een ; lective head and saying: ' Naughty! talking truce to .the Arabs an . Jews. ine Security Council may decide Naughty!" Or an army? If an army, In U. S. delegation headquaz:ters at 2 what measures not involving the use of which army? The UN army which Park Ave. At French delegation ~eadarmed force are to be employed to give couldn't be formed to enforce nartition? quarters at 4 E. 79th St. At Chm_ese effect to its decisions •••• These may The U. S. army which couldn't-i,; sent delegation headqu_arters at 350 . Fifth include complete or partial interruption to implement partition on •both charter Ave. Also, on previou_s occasions, m_ the of economic relations and of rail, sea, air, ground"' and as a matter of national General Assembly, m the comnuttee postal, telegraphic, radio and other policy· ? The Briti h army? But suppos- roo~ of the ad hoc Committ.ee on Palesmeans of communications and the !ever- ing, for once, the British mean what they tine, and in the dcle_gates ~ounge at 

Must they say it again in the Sec~~ty 
Council? Is the President really disin
clined to believe anything unless it is 
uttered in the sacred chamber of that august body? What a place to look for truth! 

ance of diplomatic relations.,. say, and withdraw their armx? Lake .success. Also, s~ill earlier, a UN Has the U. S. A. trfed any of these Well you can always .611 Palestine commission talked truce to Arabs and •peaceful .. means? Yes-but not against with Natur . he Nah.ue which abhors Jews in Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Jaffa, the Arabs. Only against the Jews. For a vacuum. Is this U. S. policy on Pales- Hebron, Nablus and almost every oth~r what else is the U. S. embargo on arms tine: pro-Nature? Or Nudism? Or Rosi- corner of the Holy Land as well as m to the Jews but an •interruption • • • of crucianism? Or the transmogrification of Beirut, Lebanon. 

Mumble-;umble, the voodoo incanta
tions of a man who wants desperately to succeed, and is desperately afraid hs can't even succeed himself. That's how 
he talks. What is he really th "nking? 

communications"? the incarnate? Truoe, its wonderful! The ; ews have He u ths worlcl, greate,t phy~, He it the great peacemaker, the shed- said: .. By all means truce, i you give ,pecializ.ing in oocuum.,. He says: der of aweetness and light: .. I have in- us the partition UN has promised us." -rrusteesbip is not proposed as a substi- su:ucted Ambassador Austin to urge The Arabs have .said: "By all means lute for the partition plan, but as an upon the Security Council in the strong- truce, if you thro'Y partition out of the 

Whatever it is th~t the President 
thinlcing, I know what western E~~n diplomats at Lake Success are thinking. 
They are thinking: Here is the great country, which promises us help against 
the 500 divisions of the Soviet Union, 
reduced to driveling impotency by a 
couple of thousand Arabs brandishing smaU arms.- V1croR H. B ERNSTEIN. 

_______ ,,, a,hin6'0n Per1pectit,e •111111<1Nlli.lllllal••n111t11•--11•---■-1M111fi1a1--•11N--•---•1N111111111NHIIIINIII--

Partition Already Exists 
.._ _________________ By I. F. Stone ... , ____ ~ 

WASHINGTON The impression created in this country is that the American Government ii trying to make up ttl mind whether or not to partition Palestine. The actual situation in Palestine, u disclosed in Int-hand reports by recently returned trave11ers and in con-
Adential re
port• to Lake s UC C eu, is 
quite other
wise. 

These re-

Erts show 
hat partition 
y and large

b already an 
accomplished 
lact. What is 
bothering the 
American 
State Dept. 
and the Brit
ts h Foreign 
OfliC8 is not 
tD h • f Mr to 
enforce parti
don, but how 
to undo it. 
Their search u for the way 
in which they 
o an destroy 
the Jewish 
State with the 
least possible 
public outcry. 

In the Arab 

.. • . . . 

·o 
t sp .... 
-::;:;:::""INCl~Al. lllAIUIOADS • MAIN MOTOA M>UTU~/'"'-~ • • I 1 1 • OtL .... NLINI • ._. - iL ~ • 

areas. the Arabs have achieved virtual independence. The British have withdrawn most of their troops from the Arab portions of Palestine. Those remaining have been .instructed to obey the control orders of Arab gendarmes and pickets. to stop at road blocks, to show their papers and to acqui•ace in searches. 
The British no longer make any effo. t to control the frontiers which divide the Arab part of Palestine from Egypt, Trans-Jordan. Syric and Lebanon. Thu1 the Arabs have been free to bring in men and supplies from the surrounding countries, The Arab part of Palestina is split into two parts under three area commanders. Samaria is controlled by Fawzi el Kaukji. one of the leaders of the '36-'39 uprising who was in Berlin with the Mufti during the war. but came back bitter against the Mufti. The anti-Mufti forces, whose stronghold was in the Arab cities of Samaria, have rallfed behind el KauJcji. 

In the rest of the Arab country, there are two area commanden, both lieutenants of the MuftiAbdel Kader el Husseini in Jerusalem and Hassan Salameh in JaHa. Salameh was a German parachutist durin_g the war and was dropped by plane in Palestine late in 1945. 
In the Jewish area, virtually all governmental services, including police stations and police have been taken over oy the Jews, who now have effective control not only in the thickly settled areas of the coastal plain and the Emek, but L, the Negev a, well. 
The major threat to the Jewish State, which was a going concern weeks before its provisional proclamation last week, lies not so much in the Arabs as in the British troops. 

Most ot the Jjritish troops have been withdrawn from the Arab areas and most of them are concentrated in the Jewish areas. 
Were the UN" Assembly to reverse its decision on partition and were the British to assume the trusteeship profferred them by the U. S. A., these troops would be available for action, i.e. for war, against the Jewish State. 
The actual situation is thus pretty much as planned by the British months ago. The Arabs are free to bring in volunteers, the British forces haye been concentrated in the Jewish areas, the Jewish State is blockaded from the sea by the British Navy and "blockaded" in another sense also by the American arms embargo. 
Partition i, in effect, but under circumstances which have given the Arabs freedom to prepare for war while Jewish resistance is being hamstrung by Anglo-American policy. 
Should the British withdra"' their troops as promised and end their naval blockade of the JewJsh seacoast, the UN would be unable to impose a trusteeship on Jewish Palestine without organizing an international force or obtaining American troops to make war on the Jewish community there. Partition exists, though under circumstances arranged by Anglo-American policy to favor the Arabs aaainst the Jews. It can no longer be ended by statements from the White House or reversals at Lake Success. 

The only nope" today of the enemies of Jewish Palestine is to stall along, to continue the British naval blockade and the American arms embargo, and to stir up the Arabs for a mass attack after May 15 on the Jewish area. 
Anglo-American policy today is not aimed to '"conciliate" the Arabs. Its aim is to use the Arabs to crush the Jews as quickly as possible, if possible. Its real, though not its declared aim, is to liquidate the Yishuv. to .. reverse" partition in blood. 
The fumblings and mumblings at the White House are not as idiotic as they appear to be. They are desperate efforts to play for time while hC\ping for Arab victory. 
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THE PLAIN DEALER 
AND DAILY LEADER 

AGAIN BETRAY AL 
In reversing its stand for the partition of Pal s

tine the United States has seriously weakened its 

position as a great power, opened the door to the 

Ru sian interference which it fears, abandoned 

the United Nations as an instrument for peaceful 
international relations and solved nothing. 

The world can only view with amazement the 

request of the American delegate, Warren R.. Aus

tin, that a special session of the General Assembly 
be called to reconsider the Palestine question. 

The request that the Holy Land be placed under 
a United Nations trusteeship is the culmination of 
the contusion which prevails in policy-making 
quarters in Washington. 

American policy has 1uffered a rout from the 
position taken on Nov. 29 when, with 30 other 
nations, it approved the recommendation of the 
United Nations Commission on Palestine that the 
territory be divided into independent Jewish and 
Arab states with Jerusalem an international ter
ritory. 

From that day the pro-Arab element, the 
strategists and those fearful of Russia got to work 
in Washington. Until Feb. 12, at least, there was 
no apparent change. On that day President Tru
man again expressed his support :for partition. 
Twelve days later Austin, acting merely as the 
-administration mouthpiece, uttered his famous 
weasel words and double talk at Lake Success, the 
collective intellectual product o:f Washington's 
"best minds." 

Since then the peregrinations before the Se
curity Council have clearly highlighted the Amer• 
ican determination to push through the reversal 
which came Friday. The moral obloquy which the 
United States has incurred by this new and in
excusable betrayal ot the Jews is matcherl only by 
the stupendous stupidity of the new policy. 

A cursory examination of the factors involved 
proves this. The real reason tor the change is 
fear of Russia. America professed to believe that 
Russian troops attached to the international force 
that was needed in the Holy Land to keep order 
after the expiration of the British mandate on 
May 15 and until the n w states were functioning 
entities would subvert the whole Near East from 
western control. 

The reversal has not obviated this fear, fan
tastic as it is, for an international force Rtill will 
be n cessary to institute a trusteesnip. In truth, 
the change has incrP sed the danger of Russian 
m d ing in the oil lands at the crossroads ~! 
three continents. 

By its reversal the United tates has made the 
Palestine problem more chaot1c than it has been 
;ince the day in 1922 when Britain accepted the 
-nandate from th old League of Nations. The 
oetrayed Jews are determined to have their own 
;tate. The Arabs, to whose sensibilities the we t
?rn powers have always catered, are likewise dis
Jatisfied. Disorder will continue and excuses, if 
not reasons, multiplied . for Russian intervention 
to "keep order." After aU, the Near East is the 
vestibule to the Soviet Union :from the south. 

Another reason for the betrayal, one in which 
Secretary of Defense Forrestal is particularly in
terested, is the strategic supply of oil from Iraq 
and Saudi Arabia. This may be jeopardized, it is 
believed, i! the Arabs are alienated. 

Ibn Saud, absolute master of Sau.,di Arabia, has 
publicly proclaimed that the Arab-Jewish tension 

\ 
will in no way be allowed to inter!ere with west-
ern exploitation of the petroleum in his kingdom. 
Ibn Saud is too interested in keeping the royalties 
flowing into the royal coffers to permit any 
political consideration to interfere. 

Iraq, which but recently reject.ed a treaty of 
friendship with Britain, has clearly indicated that 
its relations with the west are not predicated on 
any issue growing out of Palestine. Should the 
Iraqi interfere with production in their fields it 
will be because they resent foreign exploitation, 
are extremely proud ot their young independence, 
and not because they like or dislike the United 
Nations decision on P'alestine. 

Moreover, the oil can be brou~ht out through 
the Persian Gulf without going through pipe lines 
transversing Syria, Palestine or •rransjordania. 
Then, . too, the whole question of American oil 
needs in the Near East is one that could well 
stand a full airing by Congress. 

By this stand the United States, which took the 
lead in creating the United Nations, now takes 
the lead in destroying that world body as a 
medium tor peace, It has said, in effect, that 
United Nations decisions are valid only so long 
as they coincide with what the powers in Wa~h
inaton believe to be national interests. 

No Room At the Inn 

- hy permi ion of 
.E.A .. FR I<:F. T. 

- published in Atchi on Globe 
and man)' oth •r nl'wspaper 

The stupidity in this decision comes, in our 
opinion, in the fact that the new attitude actually 
endangers American national interests. America 
as a world power can be most ef!ective working 
through the United Nations. Its interests would 
have been served best, after a little trouble-and 
nothing constructive is achieved with ease-by 
enforcement of the U.N. deciSion in Palestine. 

We have further endangered American prestige 
b)' demonstrating that we do not mean what we 
say. We have betrayed a people-as they have 
been betrayed through the jiges-who placo::d their 
trust in our good word and in our good intentions. 
This will weaken our position in scores of other 
instances in international diplomacy. We give the 
impression that, now that we are the leaders Clf 
the world, we have nothing new to offer the 
world. 

- Cleveland, March 21, 1948 

- December 20, 194 7 
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NEWYOR.K AGE 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 

PALESTINE AND MR. TRUMAN 

WH~N Prc .. ident Harry Truman announC'-

ed hi. c i\·it rig·hts p rogram to the na
t ion, THE ~ E\V Y( RK .\ GE commended 
the President hinhly for hi3 stand on an 
import~nt i ·sue. 

The commendation by this paper for :.fr 
T ruman 's pronouncement was made. not be• 
cau e " ·e happen to be a X egro ne\,·, paper, 
but bccausf! we are a p,ttriotic, American 
org-anization and ,, e automatically . tand up 
and cheer for an: thing " ·hich \\e :,mcerel:: 
fer] i· !!'Ood for .\mcrica. 

1J !'· Truman ha~ made another pronounce~ 
tnent. 

He has made a pronouncement on Pal
e tine. 

The Truman ftatement on ch il _ri~ht • 

\•;as a cnnfirmotion and r affirmation of faith 
in the ha~ic principles of the Constitution 

an<l human derenry. 
The Truman sta(ement on Pale.:;tine 1s 

8. denial and betrayal not only of a peopk, 
b ut aJ,o of a promi<-e and of ju"itice it elf. 

It was not good for America. It ·wa. 
n ot r:-ood for the world. 

Bcca11 e . fr. Truman h 

and forthright statement on 
we are not bound to ide 
every issue. 

made a poc:.itin, 

. • egro right , 
,vith him on 

True Americans are \\ ith you ,vhen the:,
con ider you right and dead against you 
when they con3ider you wrono-.. 

\\'e con_ider that Pre rdent Truman ha~ 
mao a fa tal error, \\'hich chalk up a black 
mark again t the American record of ju -
tire. That record need.: no more bla • mark. 

-April 3, 1948 
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March 27, 1948 TH}\h//On 
Partition Was the Pay,of/ 

THE government is now fully committed to 
military preparation for war with Russia. 
For this, it needs bases on both sides of 

the 1editerranean. To secure them, it is willing 
to pay a price which smacks strongly of Munich. 
This is the real reason behind our abandonment 
of partition in Palestine. 

The new plan, more than a month in the mak
ing (it was reported in The Nation of March 6), 
bears no relation to the actual items on the 
agenda of the Security Council; British sabo
tage of the United Nations resolution, armed 
revolt against it, and the Palestine commission's 
reque t for an international force. 

-The victims of thi new policy are not the 
Jews, but the peace-loving peoples of all nations 
and the United Nations itself. The victors are 
Britain and its sabotage; the Arabs and their 
blackmail; and, not least, the military clique in 
our own gov rnment, led by Forrestal and 
briefed by Loy Henderson. To that clique, the 
Pre ident ha abdicated his authority over the 
foreign policy of the nited States. 

A day before its announcement, the Pre ident 
was not aware that this rev rsal of policy had 
b en d cid d upon. In fact, he as ured an out-
tanding Zionist lead •r on 1arch 1 of his con

tinued ffort to ha. ten th implPmentation of 
partiticn. Not he, nor any leader of Congress. 
nor any representative of either political party 
had been con ulted. 

T HE aim of the United ~ tates now is a 
tripartite trusteeship in administration of 

Pal tin , with the British as principals. France 
i to be returned to the Middle East via the 
back door. The American role is to underwrite 
the whole enterprise and to serve as coadminis
trator. Under the new plan, we are prepared to 
send American troops to Palestine. A special 
meeting of the General Assembly will pass on 
the proposal. 

To make the betrayal of partition more 
palatable to the Jews, the State Department 
plans quietly to lift the arms embargo and to 
propose writing into the trusteeship agreement 
provisions for some additional immigration 
and po ible removal of re trictions on the sale 
of land. And if the Jews should still resist
well, we shall have an army in Palestine to 
"keep order." And at home, those officials who 
have dared to charge the President with "lack 
of patrioti, m'' on the Palestine issue will 
hardly he itate to accuse proponents of parti
tion of divided loyalties. 

Secretary Marshall says the new policy was 
forced by the failure of big-power consulta
tions, the certainty that no implementing reso
lution would pass the Security Council, the fear 
of resulting chaos in Palestine. If this is so the 

' fault is ours. At no time since November 29 has 

the United States made any effort to secure 
implementation. On the contrary, we are guilty 
of collusion with the British and the Arab 
states to defeat it. When the Security Council 
discussions opened, the United States, Russia, 
France, Canada, Belgium, and the Ukraine 
were committed to partition. China, Britain, 
Colombia, and the Argentine had abstained in 
the November 29 vote. ~yr1a was the sole d.Is
sen ter. Only one vote was required to msure 
the passage of an implementing resolution; it 
would have passed had we given the signal. 

How, then, did it come about that the Chinese 
proposed, and the French, under Cabinet in
structions to follow America's lead, seconded 
the maneuver of retreat f The representative 
of the government of Chiang Kai-shek, depend
ent for its very life on the support of the United 
States, wa the man who threw in the monkey 
wrench-always with American acquiescence. 

Twice, skilful interventions b., Gromyko 
almost won out; first, in defeating Security 
Council indorsement of ''consultations'' for re
vision; again when, for a brief moment on 
March 16, the United tates and France agreed 
that the Arab revolt constituted a threat to 
peace. So fearful were the British of such a 
d claration, and of th further possibility that 
the) would lw ~ !--kc>d t oli tl1 • re , that they 
rush d Gladwin Jebb, Bevin' senior adviser, 
to Lake uccess to prevent it from being made. 
Their great dilemma was how to avoid publicly 
casting th veto which actually they haye been 
exercising by their behavior ever since partition 
was voted. 

CAN the trusteeship propo al be carried T 
Probably. In the Security Council, the Rus

sians can register their opposition by an absten
tion; even a veto would not prevent a General 
As embly meeting from being called. Whether 
or not the mall powers that supported parti
tion can now resist the American steam roller is 
a question. The outlook is not very encouraging. 

None the less, trusteeship will have a hard 
road to travel. Whether or not the Arabs resist, 
the Jew will. The de facto J ew1sh state

1 
pro

claimed by Ben Gurion, can of course be crushed 
by Briti b arms under the current emerO'ency 
regulation . Will the United tates support the 
Briti h T Will the Congress send troops to put 
down a ,J ewi h state when presumably it would 
not do so to carry out partition 1 The an wer of 
the American electorate, and particularly of the 
progres i e elements, can be decisive. At least 
two week must elapse before a special session 
of th General Assembly can be held. In the in
terval an inteO'rated r volt mu t be organized
aimed at the President and the Congress
again t merica 's betrayal of its own policy and 
of the United rations. 

WATERTOWN, N. Y. 
TIMES 

PALESTINB MUDDLE. 
Prealdent Truman'• most recent 

atatement on Paleatine will do 
nothin1 to clarity the lnue. He 
calls for an immediate truce be
tween the Jew■ and the Arabi. 
He saya that he bu not aban
doned the idea of eventual par
tition but 1811 peace mu,t be 
assured ft.nt. In order to Ul\lre 
such peace, he would have the 
United Nation, e,tabliah a trua
teeship. 

The Arabi lo,t no time in de
nouncin1 the proposal for a truce 
as long as partitlCID ii still con• 
templated at some ti.me in1 the fu
ture. Evidently, therefore, the 
president's suggestion is going to 
get nowhere. The Palestine issue 
t, left exactly where it has been 
and the fightin1 will continue. 

The pre1ident also criticized 
Britain for withdrawinc fs-om 
Pale.tine on May 15th rather 
than Aug. 15th. He said he didn't 

know why the Britiah were llvinl 
Up their mandate in May inatead 
of Aul\,llt and added that he wu 
not runnin1 the British covern
ment. 

The suggestion has been ad
vanced in some quarters that 
our 1overnment has a andoned 
partition because we feared that 
Russian as well as American 
troops might have to be sent to 
Palestine to enf Gree the decree. 
Under a UN trusteeship, would 
not this aame thing happen? Rus
sia would have a right qual to 
ours to participate in such a trus
teeship. 

It all adds up to the fact that 
we are following the British pol
icy and are trying to appease the 
Arabs. The Britwi could never 
make this work and neither can 
we. Until we adopt a forthright 
Palestine policy, one based on 
justice and not expediency, the 
Palestine issue will continue just 
as confusing and Just as baffling 
as it is now. 

- March 26, 1948 



- March 29, 1948 

DAl_!.,~~ws 
,,1c1a1, Much %6, 1948 TeL MU rra7 Bill 2-1234 

"AND STAY THERE, SEE!" 

DOUBLETALK ON PALESTINE 
President Truman at his news conference yesterday did 

an unusual amount cf talking, and a considerable percentage 
of his total word output was devoted to Palestine. 

Warren R. Austin, U.S. delegate to the United Nations 
la t Friday revealed our Govern~ 
ment's classic welch on Palestine 
when he took back all the AdminL ~ 
tration had prt!viously pledged for 
partition and asked the UN to set 
up a temporary Holy Land trustee
ship pending some other solution of 
the .Jewish-Arab difference . 

The welch having pleased no
body but the Arab , the Russian 
and some characters in our Stab~ 
and Defen e department , Mr. Tru
man yesterday attempted to explain 
and justify it. 

W R A t . Unfortunately, he said, parti-
~rren • u an t· t b • d h 10n canno e carrie t rough by 

peaceful means right after the British drop their mandate 
on May 15. But unless "emergency action" is taken, that 
date will most likely signal the outbreak of "large-scale 
fighting" in Palestine. Mr. Truman insisted that the UN 
t~mporary trusteeship plan is workable, and that it i up to 
the UN to make it work. 

The United States, he said, "is prepared to lend every 
appropriate ~ssistance to the UN in preventing bloodshed 
and in reaching a peaceful settlement." He ended with this 
peroration: "With ~uch a truce and such a trusteeship, a 
peaceful settlement is yet possible; without them, open 
warfare is jm1t over the horizon. American policy in thi 
emergency period is based squarely upon the recognition 
of this inescapable fact." 

What we'd like to know is the specific meaning of all 
this mess of solemn wordage. For instance, what does 
"every appropriate assis.tance" by the United States in
clude? The President said earlier in the statement that it 
did not include sending American troops to Pale tine. 

---- .' 
·-

r/ ~- , . , 
• ~ 

..... But jf American policy is ba ed on recognition that a 
truce and a trusteeship can prevent a full- cale Palestine 
war, h9w does the President propose to back up that policy'! 
By moving some of our Mediterranean naval forces to the 
Palestine coast and telling the Jews and rahs to calm 
down or else? And if they don't obey that order, what -by permi -ion of .E.A. ER\t ICE, I C. 
then? Or just what d ( Mr. l an hav in mind? 

-publi hed in Lowell Sun s we read this vaguely worded statement of ye ter
day, it seems to have been just an assemblage of high-toned 
doubletalk, corning from a Chief Ex cutivc who do n't 
have any definite plans in the Middle East crisi . 

and many otlwr new papers 

We doubt that this failure to lay any concrete facb~ 
or proposals on the line will satisfy any more people than 
did the Administration's welch on Palestine la t Friday. 

-and in th Wa hington Time -Hera]d 
of the ame date 

RACINE, WIS. 
JOURNAL TIMES 

Palestine Blunder 
Abandonment by the United States of the 

Palestine Partition plan represents a ser
iou1 diplomatic blunder despite conten
tions that the shift was politically expedi
ent to avoid war in tl:le Holy Land and at 
a time when Soviet-American relations are 
reaching another crisis. 

America was responsible tor obtaining 
approval of the partition plan by the U.N. 
1eneral assembly. Now Secretary Marshall 
1ays that "partition could not have been 
achieved through peaceful settlement." 
Marshall also adds that "informal consulta
tions with other members of th~ Security 
Council have made it clear that the coun
cil would not now pass a resolution to pro
ceed with partition." 

The Arabs warned U.N. early and often 
that they would resist partition. Therefore, 
the state department certainly knew, even 
before it pushed the partition plan through 
the assembly, that force would be neces
sary to enforce the plan. 

The argument now that the plan is be
in1 rejected to avoid the use of force makes 
little sense. 

• • • 

Further, it is evident that simply trans
ferring Palestine from the British trustee
ship to a trusteeship under the U.N. will 
not eliminate the need for troops to quell 
the present fighting between Jews and 
Arabs. The British had tc use troops dur
ing their mandate under the League of 
Nations, and it was the failure of the Jews 
and Arabs to agree on Palestine's future 
after the British withdrew that brought the 
matter before the U.N. 

Now the United States proposes to re
turn to where we were before the U. . be
gan a study of the problem, and try once 
again to get the Arabs and Jews to agree. 
In view of the failure of the British during 
20 years, and the failure of partition as 
proposed by the U. ., it 1 , we believe, 
asking a miracle, to expect a peaceful solu
t10n under the new U. S. proposal. 

The State Department mu t also have 
known there was likelihood that the Arab 
countries might try to punish America for 
supporting partition by shutting down our 
oil supply in the Near East. 

The Arab resistance won out, but no one 
will ever know whether the A_nb nations 
would have backed down if we had been 
willing to call their bluff. 

• 

However one may feel about partition, 
the American handling of it has weakened 
our own world prestige. It has strength
ened Russia's position. And it has dealt 
the U.N. a heavy blow. 

The United States, not Russia, has thrust 
aside a majority decision of the assembly 
of nations. and it has further weakened 
the U.N. by asking 1l to retreat before the 
opposition of a few small, weak countries. 

The newest proposal is in nu sense a 
olution to the age-old problem of Pales

tine. It merely backs us up to a previous 
posititon from which mankind has a right 
to expect a better start can be made. 

Meanwhile, thousand of lives may have 
been lost while America failed to press for 
enforcement of our own partition plan. 
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MIAMI D~~ILY NEWS 

UN, U. S. And Palestine 
It i" nonE' too soon that the P.llN,tinP

eommissiun h:1. come to the conclusion 
that it 111\ISt find :l way, 1woh:1hl_y t h1'"11gh 
the l nit Pd at ionc; ~C'urit.v c-01111ril. to 
ta ise an intern:it ion"'l force to kePp the 
peace in Palec;tine <luring ancl aftPl' the 
transition from the J3ritish m,111da1P to In
dependence 1111,ler the pt·opo. e<l pnrt it ion. 

The Arahfl h:we made it plain he~·onrl 
the i-lightest clonbt that ther will o\·r1T11n 
the new Jewi:-h state unless thf'~' arf' 
faced h~• the twin hloC'l;:c; of org,rni7Pcl in
wrn:ltional di ~approY::tl a:1cl in•mrmuunt
al>le armed strength. 1nm. ion of the new 
st::ite, whether by memher st::ites of 1he 
Arab le3gut-, or by filibustering p:lrtie. 
raisPd, trained an<l set in motion within 
the territorit>fl of these i;;tateR, wm1hl he in 
direct violation of the :nited Nritions 
charter. 

Clearly, the sanctity of international 
engagements and the prestige of the 
United Nations are at stake. ~o, al so, are 
the more limited but equally vital intn
ests of the democratic community within 
the 1 nited Nations. Failure to protect 
Palestine would be a blo•,. to all that these 
natioqs stand for, and it would granl~• 
Jnjure their moral credit in the world. 
It might also injure their strategic po. i
tion by enco11raging a Soviet attempt to 
1E>nd troops of their o,\·11 on the. pretext 
of enforcing the UN's decision. If the 
Russians launched such an adventure, 
we would accede to it only at the coc;t 
of our whole strategic po-:ition in the 
Middle East. Contrariwise, we would re
sist it only at the risk of having fnll
•c-ale war flame in the Levant, a "ar 
·which it would be virtually impo s1ble to 
localize once it got under way. 

In Yiew of these facts, it should be 
America's role in the Palestine commis
alon and in the security coundl, to press 
v.ith all its might for immediate organl
ntion of an adequate international force 
to guard the Jewish state. Bulwarks 

arr uusHEO 1se, 

whic-h WP erect in n<IY:lll<'t' will ward off 
1 l'OllhlP. \'aC'tl\llll'i whic-11 \\' ' lr:n·e un-
1 illrd Ji.,· 11midi1~· or nc·ill:1tion \\·ill in• 
, itf' 1ro11ld1•. If we 1li'ift, WC' m:l)' w:-ike 
it)) snm<'1l:ty in i ;itP '-'Jll'ill~ 111 fi1Hl 0111'· 

,f•t,·r atr, •:1 '1.r in 11w Y11rl<', of i,lr11wtl 
ronfliet. 

In t l1E' mP:-1111 iuw. ~'" n ltPtlgf\ nlthm1gh 
an in:-1d~q11~1IP onP. a~.1111-..t dl'l:1.,· in ut·· 
j!:111i7:ition nf 1 llf' I ' ~ f1)I '('(', Wf' sl1011lcl 
find w:i)·. of n1;1king it pl:1111 to ~he Ar~tl,~ 
t11:-it, if forrf'd to :-i<·t :1l,1n<', \\'P will 1:1kf 
a p:irt no Jr-..-; bold 111 :111 1hf' p:1rt WE 
lrnYe t:lkPn In Crf'Pcf'. l:lll tlwrf' is , 
s1i>p e,·E'n IC'c;<l <11·:1-,1 ic whi,·h we c:111 :rnc 
sh011l<l t:ll~e 1·i.ght 3w:1r. w .. , ~ltnuld r,•pea 
the emh:irgo on thf' f''-port of arms tc 
the Jewish AgPnc·)·. to l f:1~:111:ih and 1< 
all lep;itim:He .TPwi-..h r1 .. r,,11._P. forc•t~f. al 
1·e:i ,ly on the srE'ne. 

The . 1:ilt.'fl of the Ar:ih le:.:i ,gue- are :irm 
ing ,mil tr:iinin~ for 11w lmdisgui;-;e<I pur 
po';e of as :rnlling .JP\\'ish P.ile:--tine. 'J'h1 
nril i:-,h are c;prnling arms to the Arnl 
league st:ites. The Rril i-;h s:i~• th;-it the3 
ll'e send in~ onl~· norm:il qu:1111 ities whi<-1 
1n·Ps11m:1hl~· will he uc;pd 1o equip tht 
n:ition:il forreR of tllO<lP ~t:iteR. R11t wh< 
ls to gnarnn1PE' that those forcf'c; will no, 
he la1111cl1ed againM P,1lest ine? If the) 
are not sent as nat ion3l forcec;, who i!-1 tc 
say that mPn ancl arms, or e\'en anm 
alone, will not hi> di,·prtecl, 11noffiri:lll~• 
to tile a~grpsc;orc;, in the m:mne1· of Tlit
Jer's an<l ht<lsolini·-; oper.it ionc; in Sp:iin? 

If the A rahs are gt'tt in~ arms from the 
outside world flllcl thP .Tf'\\'s arP not, the 
result will !Je a foregone conch1.:;ion, that 
is, unle~ the t'~! intetTPnPs effec1ivPly. 
In other words, our "11011-interYPntion'' 
would in effect be intE'tvent ion-interYt-11• 
ion to oYerthrow the ::;e11lement which 

we our elvei:i created. . urely we ha<l 
enough of this kind of non-intPrvent ion 
in the ~panish civil war to hring us a 
full understanding of its hypoc-risy, its 
cynicism and itR mortal cfan~Pr~. 

JAN. 2~, 194-U 

W~t Qthaltannn.ga w tmrs 

A REGRETTABLE REVERSAL 

America's sudden reversal of its 
stand on partition of Palestine will 
accomplish littlt, save the extension 
of bitterness over the entire ques
)fon. It is a retrogress iv~ step for 
our nation tll take and one which 
most people will regret. 

Zionists who hailed the United 
States' leadership in securing the 
partition plan's acceptance by the 
United Nati,ms last September are 
under:;tandably most bitter. But, 
regardless of one's feeling on the 
correctness of partition, most ci ti
zens do not like to see the United 
States bctck down on a stand firmly 
taken and a covenant solemnly en
tered into. 

If there was any hope the pro
posal for a United Nations trustee
ship over Palestine would halt the 
conflict and save bloodshed, there 
would be more justification for our 
about-face. But the fighting goes 
on, and there is no end in sight. 

In Tel Aviv, an informed Jewish 
source said leaders may proclaim a 
Jewish republic anyway. Then "it 
will be up to the United ations to 

recog-nize 1t, ignore it, or suppress 
it," he added. 

What can be the Arabs' reaction 
to such a move except to step up 
their opposition? 

The dependence of the United 
States on oil supplies from the Mid
dle East apparently has entered into 
the decision. There was this bitter 
comment from a spokesman for the 
Jewish Agency for Palestine: 

"Oil has apparently become more 
expensive and more important to 
the United States than Jewish 
blood. It is not altogether surpris
ing , that the United States should 
sell out the Jewish state in favor of 
its own plans," 

If, indeed, we are purchasing oil 
with our reversal, we are doing so 
at a heavy cost. Our turnabout will 
rankle in the breasts of the Jewish 
people for generations to come. And 
the host of small nations who look 
to America for leadership will be 
dialleartened and mistrustful for our 
ba.ving faltered, 
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Arabs Are Bluffing With Vital Oil, 
Tlteir Cards Sltow, and Still We Foll for It 

Washington, Feb. 10. 

American policy on Palestine is being influenced, and perhaps 
determined, by one of the most amazing bluffs in history

the threat that this country's access to Middle East oil will be 
cut off unless we repudiate the United Nations decision to par
tition the Holy Land. 

Fantastic thing about this bluff is that all of the cards are 
showing-and all that the Arab teague 
and the Mufti's Higher Committee for "~"' 
Palestine have is a busted flush. 

Public and private dispatches dur-
ing the past six months from Syria, 
Lebanon and Saudi Arabia have agreed 
on one point: The Arab countries are 
even more desperately lnterested than 
is the U. S. in completion of the pipe
lines that will bring full development 
of Arabian oil fields and that will mean 
dollar prosperity to the Arab govern• 
ments as surely as it will mean oil 
plenty to the Western Hemisphere. 

• • • 
The Arab r11lers are not imerested 

in francs or pounds, for the obvious 
reason that nothing much can be 
bought y.rith those currencies. What 
they want is dollars. Strangely enough, 
~hey are, also dependent on this country fC1' distilled oil products 
·o run the thousands of American au1omoblles, trucks and buses 
they have acquired in recent years. Gasoline In Syria and Lebanon 
:s now being rationed and is producing from $1.ij() to $2 a gallon 
:n the black markets .. 

Little Lebanon, alone, is counting on $100,000,000 of oil company 
money being spent in that country during the next few years in 
completing the Mediterranean pipeline. In Syria, where the pipe
line means employment for 60,000 persons, demonstrations against 
the government have occurred in an effort to speed ratification of 
the pipelinP agreement. 

Throughout the Middle East there is a realization that if 
political difficulties re ult in U. s· steel b ing diverted to tankers 
lhe pipelinf'i- probably never will be built. 

• • • 
Yet there are Amert~ offlclals--of whom Defense Seer t ry 

Forrestal is the most important- who havP completely f Hen or 
the Arab bluff that the pipelin s will be ut o unless the U. s. 
repudiates the U .N. decision on Palestine. And the frightened 
propagandists of the oil companies here are actively bolsterln& the 
pectres raised by Forrestal. 

When the full history of the mysterious and undercover Wash
ington drive againc;t partition is finally written the heretofore un
sung 1:1ame of_ James Terry Duce inay merit an extensive chapter. 
Duce 1s the vice-president in charge of operations of the Arabian
American Oil Co. He journeyf'd to the Middle East soon after 
the partition vote at Lake Success. 

According to information from highly responsible sources 
Duce's pilgrimage was a fateful turnin~ point. In conversation~ 
with Arab leaders at Beirut he expressed his company's disappoint
m('nt at the terms of the U.N. decision. They, in turn, suggested 
that there wa • a "way out"- the abandonment of partition and the 
~stablishment of a Hebrew equivalent of the Vatican state in 
Jerusalem. 

Duce returned to this capital last month. He subsequently 
::onferred with officials in both the State and Defense departments 
and reported to his compc1ny that he had received a "warm re
sponse" !rom some influential dignitaries. Duce reportedly found 
that the "Red threat'' was the most persuasive argument and he 
played it hard. 

• • • 
Now the words that he recited have become common Wash-

ington language and are being echoed by some top-ranking govern
ment officials. Lobbyists for Standard Oil and Socony Vacuum 
are promoting the same campaign, using Duce's "reports" as a 
major weapon in their underground drive. 

But the interesting-and unpublicized-side of Duce's story 
is that he also is said to have informed his company that there 
was no early danger of the cancellation of oil leases; that the 
problem was "long•range." 

In any case the chronology is significant. For it shows that 
the renewed fight against partition here broke loose at just about 
the time that the unheralded agent o! Arabian-American Oil began 
circulating his scare tales and it also supports the belief that the 
jire Arab threats to cut off Middle East oil from America are pure 
bluffs. 
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NEW YORK HERALD TRIBUNE, 
FRIDAY, MABCH 5, 1s,& 

Peace the Holy Land • 
in 

Mr. McDonald D~sents From the Gilderak~e Report 
To \he New York Herald Trib11ne : That the Arab worker and peasant 

My readln1 in the New York Her- are not unaware of the bene!Jta of 
ald Tribune today of the statement Jewish enterpr18e, modem techniques 
of the commit~ tor Justice and and devotion to the land 11 evl• 
Peace in the Holy Land and the aenced by the fact that in the recent 
explanation of the Chairman, Mlas outbreaks or violence the masses of 
Vl.rslnia c. Gildersleeve, bu left mt the Palestinian Arabs have had little 
with a feellni or am.-ment and or no part . On the contrary, the 

te u . n,t •hat the Arab a ttacks have been spearheaded 
CODI ma on. amueme " by guerrUlas or member• "on leave" 
ll'OUP of American educaton and of the armed forces from across the 
nU,loua leaden who have endorsed frontiers. Surely 1! the rank and me 
b new Comm1ttee ahoUld 1111ore o! Palestine Arabs were as violently 
t.be reallties of the Palestine prob- anti-Jewish as their self-appointed 
1em and ba$lc Christian interest.a in leader, there would be no need
the Middle Eaat; and consternation ince the Arabs outnumber the Jew~ 
that these leaders ahould in the wo to one-for asststAnce from 
name of "peace and Justice" invite Syrit., Iraq and other neilhbor1D8 
the United Nations to commit aul• ab states. 
cide by yielding to Arab anresslon Amon, the apomora of the new 
and to Arab threat8 of war. ommlttee is such a larae propor-

The aponaon of -the Committee on, if not a majority, of Proteatant 
are quoted u contendinl that ''the llelous leaden that the reader 
Palestine problem must be IOlved turally concludes that Christian 

teresta in Paleattne and the Middlt 
throuah conclltatlon or ,ome aort of t would be advanced by the pro• 
compromise asreeable to both the ed surrender to the Arabi. Pre-
Araba and the Jews." This ls t.&nta- clselY the opposite would De tht 
m<>unt to a.skins the Jews to sur- ore likely result of auch un-Chrta
render ~ir hopes and their riahtl tan sacrJflce of the Jewa to Arab 
in Palestine. The Arab leaders when anatical nat\onallam. 
they appeared to give testimony be- During the 1nv•tS,&tlon of the 
f«e the Anclo-Amerk:an commit- Anglo-American Committee of In• 
tee of InqUlry <ot which I was one uiry in Batestlne and the neighbor• 
of ~ American members) were n1 Arab states, we were llftn many 
unanimous and unyleldinl in ~.elr p,ortunitles to hear elthei in open 
demand Ulat the Jewa ahould re- ession or private Interviews, tht 
Unquiah all apecial rlahta or ch.Ima optnlons of Christian leaden. Of all 
to auch rilhta 1D Palestine. Un- these leaders none t?npreased me u 
Mbamedly, these Arab leaders ae- deeply as did the Patriarch of the 
manded the acrappin1 of the Bal- Maronites. This venerable head of 
four Declaration with its clear and one of the most tmponant Chria• 
aolemn pled&e to facllltate the esta.b- tlan sects tn the Middle Eaat was 
11.ahment. of t.he J ewish Homeland unqualUied 1n hla support of the 
1n Palestine. llley demanded, t.oo, Zionist asptrationa in Palestine a'nd 
the scrapping of the League ·of Na- tn hls denunciation of those Moeltm 
tlons Mandate which incorporated leaders whom he charged were, ta 
the Balfour pJed1e a.nd which had the name of Arab nationalism, p~ 
made t.hat pledge the internatione I paring the way for a frontal att;. .... 
law of the civlllzecl world <•, upon Christianity ln that area. 
decade.,. ~n short, I.he Arab spokes- The Patrlarch·s statement m&dt 
men woUld a,ree to nothJ~ lesa to me 1n the preaence of h1a ad'ria· 
than that the Jews become a hc;p- ers was in substance u follow,: "la 
leu and defenaele• mlncrlty ln Palestine the Zlon18ta are aynony• 
tbelr blltortc, their promwd home- mo114 with rebirth and f~rtility; the 
land. In the ~wo years aince the Arabs have been aynonymoua With 
Anrlo-Amertcan Committee con- tty and decay. 'lbe only menace 
eluded 1ta heartn&s, Arab intran• to Chriatlanity in thh. part ot the 
liaence hu not diminiahed. Instead, world ia from the 1ucceu of In• 
1f that were posaible, it !las in- ftAmed Moelem nati<>naU.ta. Tell 
creued. your American Christian frtenda thla 

In view of tbia Arab defiance, the truth about the danger Which 
call of the Committee for "com- threatens Christianity here." Ver, 
promise agreeable to both the Arabi respectfully I sunest te the Chria• 
and the Jews" mwst have Ute effect Uan leaders aponaorln1 the new 
of br1n11n1 preaure to bear upon Committee that they take aecoun\ 
the Jewa to yield to Arab intran• or the Patrlu-ch'a warni.Da, 
at,ence, H~ auch pressure can rl.ecentl:v one of the ofllclal araana 
contribute towards "peace and Jus- of the Church of ltn1land, "nle 
Uce In the Holy Land" 1a a m1atery Record," put the cue incont.rovert
whlcb neither the Committee's state- ibly : "There r.an be no tmparttallt, 
ment nor the explanation of Ha between right and wrona, bttweea 
Obalnnan does anythinl to clear up. Juatlce and injustice. . . • The 
The amazln, fact is that the eom- only 1:onslstent count we,uld be tor 
mlttee and ttl apomora could have the U. N. to declare t.he ,Tewa u 
ao completely diareaarded the ob- allies and defenders of tht wsld 
Yloua pro-Arab effect or their call con.science. The Hapnah mllh* 
tor "compromtae." lo,tcally be appointed as the lnter-

8lmllarly the committee ignores national force !n Paleatine." 
the mlracl~ of re-creation whlch the In all falrneaa is not thla &J'• 
Jew1 have worked ln Palestine under proach at once more reaUatlc and 
th Mandate and the beneficent Cbrlltlan t.han that ot th• new 

• committee. which by urstnl ap• 
effect of that re-creation upon the peuement of Arab a,anssion, in• 
welfare and the feelings of the vitea the united Natior..; to comm!\ 
muaea of tbe Arabi tn the country. suicide? 

JAMES 0 . M'DONALD. 
New York, March 3, lHI. 

"HOW TRO G" - by p rm1 ion of th a h ill Tenne an 

The Brid,report Poi1t 
FRIDAY, JANUARY l~, 1948. 

Paleatine a Challenge and a Solution 
T he eifectiH implementation of the United 

~ at ion - General Asse mbly decision on the par
tition nf P a lestine is the crucial test of the 
value o f C nited ~ations. 

Here is a si Lua tion where the great power · 
;yre in agreement. 1 f the decisions of this world 
bodv cannot be effectivelv carried out in thi 
instance, w hat hope can there be of its work
ing w here th e grea t powers are on opposite 
>ides? 

T he issue hrre is w hether a small block of 
\ ral , S tates, all dependent on the \ Ve tern 

1,ower • for their econc my, openly ho · tile or 
secretly -tiding the ·azis in \ ·orld \ \ ·ar II, 
being- led by the Grand Mufti, Hit ler'. ally in 
Lh e la t w ar. may ct at naught a n~ci ion of 
th e Cnited Xations Ceneral Assembly, arriv• 
rd at after an impartial investigation and de
rided by larger than two-thirds majority of the 
1\ ations and after hearinv all parties concern 
ed. 

How well the Cnited 1\ations meet. thi 
challenge to its aut hority will determine it~ 
prest ige and ability to meet the o ther problem · 
which await olution. 

To meet this challenge the t : nited Tation:) 
m ust set up a small police force compo ed of 
levies from the mailer nations ·o as to a\·oi,l 
t hf' jea lousies between the larger world pow
ers. 

Then if Great Britain is unwilling or un
able to presen-e the peace or protect the Jew· 
i h Colonist. give the J ews in Palestine the op-
1,or tunity to defend them elves for the time 
heing. Sell them i\rms legally -tn<l arm their 
militia- not the terrorists but those re1:ogniz
rd hy the Je\\'i'-h Agency. 

It if. ironic to give them partition hut to 
c'. i"arm the Jew ·who mu t meet the threats 
of t he su rro~nd ing rah ' tate_ which are arm
i :,g the g-ueriila bands invading Pale tine. Do 
·,his until ·the lo"' machinery of the United 
:'\ations can l,e made to work and do an e ffec
tive job. 

1 ~ the m eantime when reading the news of 
fi ghting- in J ,destine bear in mind that the 
l ew · in Pale. ti ne ha,·e been awarded the right 
in a Je\\'i,h S t;lte hy the Council ot the Na
t inn~ of the \ \ "oriel ttn cl a re defending them
:-,eh·es from the. state of a narchv which the 
(irand Muft i a nd the Arah tale ~,e t rying to 
I ring about, hopinJ: in this way to prejudice 
the Jewish ca e and to re-open the ci ecision. 
T hts~ facts tnust be kept in mind in order that 
the record can be kept straight. 
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7fl.) e of the American Christian Palestine Committee have felt it imperative to 
assemble and publish this account of the part played by the Arab lands in the Second 
World War. In doing this we are motivated by a profound concern with the central 
issue of our day-the need for shaping a stable peace on democratic foundations. 

The tendency to for.get the lessons of the past has a/-UJays been one of man's 
mo1t dangerous chttracteristics. It is acutely dangerous now in the decisive days fol
lowing the great agony of the war. It has become painfully clear that unless we 
apply to the building of the peace the lessons learned at such cost during the war, 
we shall not be able to meet the new perils threatening to undermine our life on 
this planet. One of those hard earned leJJon1 was simply this: that appeasement does 
not work. The enemies of human freedom could neither be bribed nor cajoled. 
Munich proved that once and for ail. 

The material presented in this publication proves it once again. It demonstrmes 
how in the days when Hitler's supremacy seemed certain, Britain was deserted and 
betrayed in a most strategic part of the world by peoples whose friendship she had 
strained herself to win. Yet now in 1947 we seem to be returning to the policy of 
appeasement in dealing with precisely thou Arab leaders who did their utmost to 
aid the Axis powers. The essence of British policy in the Middle East has not 
,tltered since 1939. It has been affected but little by the failure of appeasemen/ and 
by the coilaborationist record of the Arab States and of the men who led and still 
lead them. 

The American Christian Palestine Committee believes the pages which follow to 
be profoundly important. The record they present should make the governments 
of the western democraries reconsider very ca,refully their course of action in the 
Afiddle East. Are we to follow the ba,-ren and perilous line of appeasement and 
reaction in this nerve center of the world, the Middle East? Or are we to act along 
new and tr11ly democratic lines? The facts presented here should help us reach a 
decision. 

This publication does not claim to exhaust the subject ,of the Arab war effort. 
Of the thousands of available documents, fewer than a dozen are published here. 
Of the Jong lists of hund1-eds of Arab agents on the German payroll, only a few 
are mentioned. Of the numerous cases -of sabotage, only a few are recorded. 

We have appended official British and other documents lo the text. A number of 
these have previously been published in the American, European, or Middle East 
press. We wish also to acknowledge the use we have freely made of the Memorandum 
on this subject submitted by the /ewish Agency for Palestine to the Anglo-American 
Committee of Inquiry in February 1946. 

DBAN .ALFANGE 

Chairman, New York State Chapter, 
American Christian Palestine Committee 
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Pre-War Links with the Axis 

It is not claimed that the facts stated in this document constitute a revelation. They do not 
appear to be in dispute in any responsible quarter. There seems, however, to be a tendency to 
ignore them as no longer politically relevant. This tendency, we submit, is a most unfortunate 
one, for the data herewith presented point to conclusions that are still valid with regard to 
the political reasoning prevalent among the Arab peoples. Those peoples have now become 
full-fledged members of the United Nations. Their voices are heard in all international delibera
tions. The facts about their political and social beliefs and allegiances are thus of genuine 
importance to all concerned with the establishment of a stable and democratic world order. 

That during the war there was a period of Arab collaboration with the Axis is generally, 
if vaguely, known. Yet-whatever the reason may be-most recent discussions of the Middle 
East omit or slur over that "unfortunate" period. Arab spokesmen have apparently come to 
believe that the true facts of Arab pro-Nazi activity have been forgotten. They are now actually 
claiming rewards for the help which they say the Arabs gave the democracies. In the face of 
this rather amazing perversion of history, it would seem important to publish a documented 
account of the Arab war effort-material which otherwise would almost certainly never reach 
the general public. 

No observer of conditions in the Middle East before the war could have denied that 
animosity towards the British and sympathy with the Axis powers were widespread among 
the common people of the Arab countries who were not enemy agents in any direct sense. 
These feelings permeated the majority of the population, while the leaders often cooperated 
directly with the Axis. Fascist and Nazi ideologies were not so much imitated as paralleled in 
the Arab world; they fitted into modes of thought already in being and were taken up by exist
ing political clubs and associations. This leaning towards Fascism was strengthened by the 
''appeasement'' policy practiced by the British in the Middle East even before Munich. British 
colonial officials seemed to believe that it was necessary to make every effort to win over 
dangerous and extremist elements among the Arabs: those moderate Arab leaders among 
whom were some real democrats (the late Dr. Shahbandar of Damascus, for instance) could 
be safely ignored, since they presented no threat to British interests. Hence most of the money 
spent by the British with a view to gaining Arab sympathy went into the pockets of a few un
compromising extremist leaders, for the most part of Fascist tendencies. Little was done to 
gain the sympathy of the masses through improvement of health, education, housing, and it 
was only natural that the masses should come to believe in the infallibility and power of those 
extremist leaders whose favor the British were currying. 



After the war began, the unpolitical mas e were impressed by the propaganda promises 

and the military successes of the Germans, and they long remained convinced of the ultimate 

victory of the Axis Powers. The attempts Britain had made to meet what were considered 

legitimate Arab political demands were interpreted as symptoms of fatal weakness; and British 

propaganda on Nazi brutality only served to confirm Arab belief in Germany's strength and 

the wisdom of being on her side. Thus, even the few pro-British Arab leaders felt obliged to 

conceal their opinions and to pose as anti-British, in order not to forfeit the support of their 

following. 

Significant evidence as to the way the Arab world felt during the war has been given by an 

Englishman particularly qualified to speak, Glubb Pasha, Commander of the Transjordan 

Arab Legion. He wrote, discussing the Iraqi revolt of 1941: 

The British of course always knew we were going to win the war, but at the time of 

these operations every Arab was perfectly convinced that Britain was finished for ever, 

and that it could only be a question of weeks before Germaay took over Arabia. The 

Iraqis were perfectly sure of this or they would not have declared war on us ... 

In brief, during the six weeks before the fall of Baghdad, every Arab was convinced 

that we were done for. Every Arab force previously organized by us mutinied and re

fused to fight for us, or faded away in desertions. The men of the Arab Legion alone not 

only stood firmly by us, but played a most active, energetic and valuable part in our little 

campaign.1 

Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Syria and the Lebanon did not declare war on Germany until Feb

ruary 1945, when the end of hostilities was imminent and victory had become absolutely cer

tain. These declarations of war at the eleventh hour were merely formal, since none of these 

states took any direct part in military operations. The d clarations were obviously aimed at 

securing seats in the United Nations Organization in the establishment of which at San Fran

cisco only those nations were permitted to participate which had declared war on the Axis 

before March 1, 194 5. 

One Arab principality did declare war on Germany a early as 1939. It was Transjordan 

which was under British mandatory rule and was not independent, having to rely mainly, as 

it still does, on grants-in-aid from the British Government, which also maintains the country's 

military force, the Arab Legion. Iraq declared war in January 1943, after the re ersal of the 

fortunes of war at Al-Alamein had proved definite. This declaration was clearly motivated by 

the need to atone for the stab in the back Iraq had given the Allied cause in 1941. 

The general attitude of the Arab States was a reflection of the long-standing relationship 

between certain Arab circle and the Axis Powers. The lrips by Arab students to Germany and 

Italy, the visits of German politicians and agents to the Arab East, the flow to Arab countries 

of money and of Arabic newspapers and magazines from Germany and Italy, the propaganda 

broadcasts in Arabic by the radio stations of the Axis-all these activities had over the years 

created the state of affairs which was exploited during the war. In the case of Palestine, it is 

by now generally acknowledged that the Arab Riots of 1936-1939 were stimulated and sub

sidized by Nazi and Fascist sources. The Mufti of Jerusalem through his agent in Geneva, 

Emir Shekib Arslan, was in contact with Mussolini years before the war. Some of their inter

cepted correspondence was published as early as 1935 in Arab papers opposed to the Mufti. 

1 
In the appendix to Somerset DcCbair's Golden Carpet, Harcourt, Brace and Company, New York, 1945, p. 243 
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IN SYRIA AND THE LEBANON connections between certain groups of Syrian leaders 

and the Axis States were of long standing. There were a number of strong pre-war Arab-Nazi 

organizations-the Iron Shirts (led by Fakhri al-Barudi of the National Bloc, member of the 

Syrian Parliament to this day); the League for National Action (headed by Abu al-Huda 

al-Yafi, Dr. Zaki al-Jabi and others); the An-Nadi al-Arabi Club of Damascus (headed by 

Dr. Said Abd al-Fattah al-Imam); the Councils for the Defense of Arab Palestine (headed by 

well-known pro-Nazi leaders, such as Nabih al-Azma, Adil Arslan and others}; the Syrian 

Popular Party ( led by the Fascist Anton Saade, who escaped during the war to the Germans 

and was sent by them to the Argentine). The National Bloc, the principal party in Syria, and 

more particularly the Istiqlal group (headed by Shukri al-Kuwatli, now President of the Syrian 

Republic) had for many years been openly pro-Nazi. 2 

Before the war Baldur von Schirach, leader of the Hitler Jugend, visited Syria on a special 

mission and established close contact with these circles, particularly the An-Nadi al-Arabi Club, 

and with the Arab youth organizations. 

IN ffiAQ, xenophobia has long been characteristic of the political mentality of the coun

try's leaders, and even the so-called pro-British group is not entirely free of it. The Army 

plays an important part both in domestic and foreign policy, and it was entirely pro-Nazi 

before the war. In Iraq, as in Syria, there were a number of pro-Nazi dubs and associations 

which were in contact with the German Ambassador, Dr. Grobba. Among them may be men

tioned the Al-Muthanna Club, founded by Dr. Amin Ruweiha, Said Thabit and others, and 

the Al-Futuwa Club, which sent delegates to the Nuremberg rallies. In the early part of the 

war, Iraqi politicians had relations with the German ambassadors in Baghdad and Ankara. 

Von Papen•s top contact man with Middle Eastern Arab circles was the well-known Iraqi 

politician, Naji Shawkat.8 

At the beginning of the war there were a considerable number of political emigres in 

Iraq; most of them had come from Palestine, were violently anti-British and had close connec

tions with the Germans. These included Haj Amin al-Husseini, Jamal al-Husseini, Munjf 

al-Husseini, Daud al-Husseini, Is'haq as-Salah al-Husseini, Amin Tamimi, Hasan Abu Saud, 

Fawzi Qauqji, Izz-ad-Din ash-Shawa, Is'haq Darwish, Dr. Amin Ruweiha, Salim Abd 

ur-Rahman, Darwish Maqdadi and many others. With the help of the Iraqi Government, 

some of them had become civil servants and teachers in Iraq, and were thus in a position to 

propagate their doctrines among the masses of the people. 

Haj Amin al-Husseini, ex-Mufti of Jerusalem, was the central figure in the group. He had 

come to Iraq from Syria in mid-October 1939. Nuri Said, then Prime Minister of Iraq, re

ceived him with the state pomp and ceremony usually accorded a visiting hero. On October 

22nd Nuri Said gave an official banquet in his honor, attended by members of the Cabinet, 

the Presidents of the House of Representatives and the Senate, Rashid Ali el Kailani, and many 

other notables. This was the first of a series of similar receptions and celebrations, attended 

among others, by Taha el Hashimi, Minister of Defense, and Ali Jawdat el Ayyubi, at present 

Iraqi Minister to Washington. 

11 See below Document I in the Appendix, a description of Syrian Political Parties taken from an -official British 
Military H;ndbook, issued by Middle East General Headquarters for the use of British troops about to invade Syria 
in June 1941. The pro-Nazi character of almost all the parties is obvious at first glance. 
• Cf. Document II below, an official British report entitled A Short History of Enemy Subversive Artivily ;,, lrttq, 
193J-1941, issued by the Defense Security Office, C.1.C.I., in Baghdad, April 11, 1945. 
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The hospitality of the Iraqi Government did not end with these banquets. The ex-Mufti was 
voted £18,000 by the Iraqi Parliament and was further paid the sum of £1,000 a month out 
of the Iraqi Secret Service Funds in addition to the 2% attached at source from the salary 
of every Iraqi Government official, including the military and the police. Over and above these 
official grants, the Iraqi public responded to the appeals of the Red Crescent Society and the 
Palestine Defense Society by contributing considerable amounts in order that Haj Amin and 
his retinue might Jive in the lavish style to which they had been acrustomed. 

Haj Amin set out at once on a working program.• His first move was to organize into an 
efficient and active pressure group the Palestinian refugees and Syrian reactionaries who crowded 
around him. He made his first inroads into the Iraqi Government by engineering into office 
his own Palestinian and Syrian followers. At the same time Haj Amin extended his influence 
to certain Iraqi nationalist organizations ( some of which already enjoyed German support and 
money). Fascist in character, they were willing victims of his intrigue. 

Immediately upon his arrival in Iraq Haj Amin bent his efforts toward renewing and 
strengthening his contacts with the Axis agents. Authoritative sources report that he was paid 
£60,000 by the Germans and £40,000 by the Italians. 

As later events proved, far and away the most important of the ex-Mufti's associations 
in Iraq, however, was with Rashid Ali el Kailani and the four commanding officers of the 
Iraqi Army-known as the "Golden Square." These officers now began to interfere quite openly 
in Government politics and made no secret of their anti-British pro-Axis bias. Their sentiments 
were soon shared by the majority of Army officers and official military opinion held that a 
German victory was inevitable. Increasingly convinced that Nuri Said's British associations 
would irrevocably compromise Iraq when the Axis finally emerged triumphant, this group 
forced Nuri Said to resign and on March 31 made Rashid Ali el Kailani Prime Minister. 

This maneuver was the first open step in Iraq's active participation on the side of the Axis. 
Immediately the reins of Government were in their hands, the rebellion started. The revolt 
against the British was launched in April 1941.11 

The Iraqi Revolt 

Up to the time of the Iraqi revolt the general line of the Arab governments had been the 
cautious one of avoiding any definite step which might involve commitment to the Allies or 
cause offense to the enemy, as long as the issue was in the balance. 

At the beginning of hostilities, the Arab States did break off diplomatic relations with 
Germany. When, after attacking France, Italy entered the war on what seemed clearly the 
winning side, they were by no means eager to break off diplomatic relations with her. In the 
early years of the war, the Italian embassies and consulates in Cairo, Baghdad and other cities 

• Cf. Document 111, Tht Ex-M11/1i'1 Roi, in th, Iraqi Rtvo/1, rq,ort by the British General Service of Intelligence 
(G.S.I.), December 1, 1941. 

' ~h~rcas the revolt broke out in April, it was not until May 2 that the Iraqi Goftmmcnt declared wu formally on 
Bnta1n. 
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became centers of anti·British espionage and intrigue, and most Arab Governments co:mived 

at the activities of Italian diplomats and their Arab agents, despite repeated British protests. 

The Iraqi revolt came when the outcome of the war seemed certain. In the spring of 1941 

Britain's fortunes were at their lowest ebb. Neither Russia nor the United States had yet 

entered the war. The full fury of the Axis was directed against Britain. The British armies 

had just been driven out of Greece. In Syria the Vichy regime worked hand in glove with the 

Italo•German Armistice Commission, preparing footholds there for the German armies. In 

the Western Desert the Axis forces were already on the move. General Glubb's observations 

as to Arab confidence in an Axis victory, have already bee quoted. The Iraqis, as he said, were 

perfectly sure of it when they rose against England. 

The revolt had of course been planned as an integral part of Gc-:-man strategy. Had the 

Iraqi succeeded in attaching Iraq to the Axis orbit, the Allies would not only have lost their 

chief source of oil- Iraq and Iran-but even more crucial results would have come about. 

Hitler would have split the British Empire in two. The Western half would have been cut off 

from its source of raw materials (India), while the Eastern half, with its armies in the field 

would have been left isolated and without supplies. Hitler might thus, at that time, have sue· 

ceeded in beating each half separately. The Germans would have pushed for an immedi:ite 

juncture with Japanese forces who had already started the Indian Subhas Bose revolt. The 

Russians could ultimately have been outflanked by an invasion from Iraq to the Caucasus. 

Alamein and Stalingrad would have been Axis victories. (See map, p. 11.) 

It was indeed a critical moment that the Iraqi rebels, prodded and aided by the ex·Mufti of 

Jerusalem, chose for their uprising. For two months the fight hung in the balance. British 

troops were rushed to Basra from India. A column left Palestine and moved by forced march 

across the desert into Baghdad. For the rebels, German and Italian airplanes, refueling in 

Syria, were thrown into the fight. Trainloads of French arms were shipped to Iraq by General 

Dentz, Vichy High Commissioner in Syria and the Lebanon, upon instructions fro:--, the Italo

German Commission. At the call of Haj Amin and the Iraqi military, subversive elements 

throughout the Middle East were touched off into activity.• 

Looking back, one sees that it was by sheer miracle, by the courage of the British columns 

converging on Baghdad, but most of all by the heroic Greek and British resistance in Greece 

and Crete-resistance which held until May 20, 1941, thus preventing the Germans from trans· 

porting reinforcements of men and material to Iraq- that the Iraqi revolt was quelJed.1 In their 

impatience the rebels had struck just a bit prematurely. Without large·scale Nazi aid Iraq's 

army proved no match for two small British columns. 

The Kailani coup d'etat was not, as is sometimes thought, the work of a small group of 

officers and politicians. A collection of documents published in Iraq under the name Al- IP athba 

hows that the leaders had the cooperation of officials, heads of tribes, workers and Beduin. 

The heads of the Moslem faith in Iraq, Sunnites and Shi'ites alike, called upon the faithful to 

• Sec below Document IV, S1lff1mo111 lo" Holy W"' Agtti1111 Britain. 

' "The significance of all this was not, of course, lost on General Smuts. Speaking at Bl~mfontein, two years later, of 
this turning point in the war. when Hitler planned to strike at Russia through Syria and Iraq in 1941. concurrently 
with his attack from the west, he said, 'Who rrevented this? Greece. Those precious six wttks altered the history 
of the world. They gave w time to get hold o Syria and save Iraq from rebellion.'" (Th, Gold,11 Carpet, op. ,it., 
p. x) 
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take part in the rising and destroy the British. Muhammad al-Khatib, Director of the Supreme 
Moslem Theological Seminary in Karbala, published a fatwa on the duty of the Iraqi people 
to join in the fighting.8 The Chief Preacher of Baghdad9 addressed an urgent appeal to the 
Moslem world for assistance. Many others of the Moslem clergy did the same.10 The few Iraqi 
politicians who were opposed to the coup and to the pro-Nazi regime had to flee. Under Rashid 
Ali, diplomatic and de facto relations with Germany were resumed. A treaty was signed giving 
Germany rights to the oil of Mosul, and the use of the railways and airdromes. In return 
Germany undertook to provide military help.11 Haj Amin al-Husseini's letter to Hitler on 
the preparation of the revolt, dated January 1941, was later found in Germany. 

The rising aroused deep enthusiasm in the Arab world. Outstanding personalities openly 
expressed sympathy and support. King Faruk of Egypt sent a telegram of congratulations to 
the rebel Iraqi Regent, Sharif Sharaf, appointed by Kailani after the Regent Abdul Illah fled. 
Thus Egypt's official recognition of the insurgent regime was conveyed. In Syria and the 
Lebanon which were under Vichy rule, sympathy for the Iraqi rising could be expressed more 
freely. Hashim Atasi, President of the Syrian Republic from 1936 to 1939 and one of the leaders 
of the National Bloc, sent congratulations and called upon the Syrians to assist the Iraqis. 
Messages of encouragement12 were received from Riad as-Sulh (Lebanese Premier in 1943-44 
and member of the Lebanese delegation to U.N. in 1946); from Ihsan al-Jabri, a prominent 
leader of the National Bloc; from the National Party in Aleppo. 

Only the fact that the Kailani regime was short-lived prevented the Arabs of other countries 
from sending concrete assistance. Such assistance was prepared, and to a slight extent funds 
and arms were actually sent. In Syrian towns, committees were set up for the collection of 
funds, medical aid, and the recruiting of volunteers. Students at the American University of 
Beirut informed the Lebanese Government of their desire to form a fighting unit. Some of the 
most active workers on behalf of the Iraqi rebels ( like Adil Arslan, Nabih al-Azma and others) 
have recently returned from political exile in Turkey and Germany and are continuing their 
political activities. The majority have become heads and members of the Syrian and Lebanese 
Governments: Shukri al-Kuwatli, Riad as-Sulh, Habib abu Shahla, Emile Lahud, Sabri al-Asali, 
and Farid Zayn ad-Din. 

Palestine and T ransj ordan 

In Palestine there was a marked intensification of the anti-British whispering campaign 
and distribution of anti-British leaflets among the Arabs. Attempts were also made to recruit 
active supporters for the Iraqi rebels, but owing to the speedy suppression of the rising 
and the weariness of the Palestine Arabs after years of terrorism, there was little response. 
The major contribution which the Palestine Arabs made to the Kailani rising was the 

• Al-Bi/ad of May 6th, 1941 
1 Shakir al-Badri; see Al-Bi/ad of May 27, 1941 
1
• AI-Bilad of May 13, 1941 

u B.B.C. on June 17, 1941. AI-Thagh, (Basra Arab daily) of June 18, 1941 
• Fu!l details can be foun~ in Al-Bi/ad and other Baghdadi papers of April and May 1941; also in A.l-W41hbd. 
mentioned above and the Synan press. 
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propaganda and organizational activities of their emigre leaders in Iraq. This is described belo"', 
as is the direct aid to Germany in espionage, sabotage and recruiting, given by Arabs under the 
leadership of Haj Amin el Husseini and his followers, operating from Germany and Italy after 

the failure of the Iraqi revolt. 

In Transjordan intensive propaganda was carried on on behalf of the Iraqis, and mass 
meetings and demonstrations took place. Here, concrete assistance was also rendered. The 
Beduin tribes in the desert between Transjordan and Iraq made raids upon workers employed 
on the oil pipe-lines; the line was cut on several occasions and in a number of places. Attempts 
were also made to obstruct the movements of British troops dispatched to Iraq to suppress the 
rising. 13 

During the revolt the Transjordan Frontier Force mutinied against the British. German 
propaganda and anti-British agitation had been carried on in the Force almost openly for some 
months before the coup in Iraq. The ring-leaders were Arab officers, under one Shukri al-Arouri, 
who was serving as Acting Adjutant with the rank of Major. When the Transjordan Frontier 
Force was dispatched ~o Iraq to help British forces quell the revolt, the command was in the 
hands of Shukri Arouri. On reaching the Iraqi frontier (H3 Pumping Station) the Transjordan 
Frontier Force squadrons mutinied, both officers and men refusing to march further. They 
were arrested, disarmed, and sent to Zerka, the headquarters of the Force. Berlin Radio gave 
full details that very evening. As the rebels numbered hundreds it was considered unwise 
by the British Military Authorities to bring them all before a Court Martial. It was feared 
that this might have a bad effect on other Arab military units. Accordingly, the rebels were 
not sentenced but were given the option of leaving the Force without receiving the usual 
bonuses and gratuities. 

One whole squadron, numbering 160 men, resigned from the service, with the exception 
of five who were Grcassians or other non-Arabs. Nearly all the men of the other squadrons 
did the same; in all, 500 men of the Transjordan Frontier Force either resigned or were 
discharged. Some officers were detained, while others, Shukri Arouri, Amin Izz-ad-Din, and 
Dib Rashid Ariqat, were discharged, and instructions were issued that they were not to be 
accepted in any other military formations. The last mentioned officer was re-admitted a short 
while later into the British Forces with the rank of captain. Unlike the Transjordan Frontier 
Force, the Arab Legion did not mutiny, a fact which was given wide publicity. 

Desertions from the armed forces of Middle East countries-both by high ranking Arab 
officers and by soldiers-form a chapter of their own. Desertion was repeatedly urged in Nazi 
radio and leaflet propaganda and by the Fifth Column in each country. 

The Arab leaders in Germany vigorously propagandized against enlistment of Arabs in 
the British Army. This, as it happened, was hardly necessary. So few Palestine Arabs joined 
the Army that Syrians, Lebanese and Transjordanians were encouraged to cross into Palestine 
and enlist as Palestinians, to fill the quota fixed for Palestine Arab units. It will be recalled that 
Jewish enlistment in parallel Jewish infantry units was held down to the Arab rate-a rather 
peculiar service to the war effort on the part of the Palestine Administration. It took the steadily 
worsening military situation in the Middle East and the continued pressure by Jewish volunteers 
to break down this attempt at "equality." In all, as the Secretary of State for War stated in the 

11 Al-Bi/ad of May 28, 1941 

12 



House of Commons on April 2, 1945, 25,714 Palestinian Jews served in the British Forces 

and 9,041 Arabs. 

Many Arab soldiers from Palestine went over to the enemy. The Germans had some suc

cess with the help of Arab leaders in mobilizing recruits for their Arab brigades from among 

Palestinian Arab prisoners of war. In the liberation of Europe Allied forces took prisoner 

a number of Arabs in German uniform, who had formerly been soldiers in the British Army. 

Apart from desertions to the enemy, there were many hundreds of cases of ordinary deser

tion by Arab soldiers, some of whom left their units with their arms. At least half the Arab 

soldiers who joined up in Palestine disappeared from the ranks of the British Army through 

desertion or through discharge on the ground that they were unfit for service. 

Egypt and the War 

The declaration of war by Italy was of direct concern to Egypt, which had a common frontier 

with the Italian North African colonies. The Egyptian Government, however, did not reply 

with a counter-declaration of war but contented itself with the severance of diplomatic relations. 

It allowed the Italian diplomatic corps and some thirty-five other Italian nationals to leave 

Egyptian territory unescorted. The British request to have their documents examined was not 

acceded to by Ali Maher, then the Egyptian Prime Minister. Numbers of Italians in Egypt 

were interned, but one suspected spy was granted Egyptian citizenship (he was an official at 

the Egyptian Royal Court). The pro-Italian tendencies of King Faruk were well-known-it was 

not without reason that Victor Emmanuel when deposed chose to live_ in Egypt. 

A similar attitude was maintained by Egypt towards Vichy France. The Egyptian Govern

ment broke off diplomatic relations in 1942, only as a result of British pressure. 

Hostility was shown towards political refugees who escaped to Egypt from German-occupied 

countries. When King George of Greece reached Egypt, the Government submitted to a 

German ultimatum and forced him to leave, even though such action was not obligatory by 

international law. 

The anti-British and pro-Fascist sympathies of the Egyptian Court were well-known to the 

public in Egypt and in Arab countries. Anti-British sentiment ran high in the Egyptian press. 

The Egyptian Parliament also took up an aggressively anti-British attitude. Not infrequently 

anti-British allegations levelled in the Egyptian Parliament and press were those broadcast the 

night before by the Arabic radio of Berlin or Rome, Bari or Athens. The British were accused 

of eating up the supplies of the country and causing starvation among the poor, despite the fact 

that hundreds of millions of pounds sterling were spent by the British in Egypt ( in military 

construction, etc.) and that thousands of starving fellaheen were employed and paid high 

wages by the British Army. Some 3~0,000,000 pounds-almost one and a half billion dollars

were spent by the Allies in Egypt during the war. Yet the British were blamed even for the 

Egyptian cotton crisis despite the fact that had they not purchased the entire crop-and at a 

price forced up in the bargaining-not a bale would have been sold. They were held responsible 
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for the German air bombings of Egyptian cities. These accusations always culminated in the 
demand that the British Army evacuate Egypt immediately and forever. a 

The anti-British campaign led to acts of petty obstruction and sabotage. British soldiers 
were attacked and sometimes killed in the streets of Egyptian towns. The greater part of the 
Cairo "native quarter" was out of bounds to troops. The man who murdered Amin Osman 
Pasha in December 1945 confessed that in 1940 he had been connected with the assassination 
of British troops. 

Active sympathy with the Axis was expressed in public demonstrations whenever the 
German forces approached Egyptian territory. This feeling was largely traceable to organized 
Fascist and Fifth column activities. The principal center in Egypt was the Fascist Misr al-Fatat 
organization. Its leaders were detained in 1940, but the young men in its ranks continued to 
apply the doctrines of their "Fuehrer," Ahmad Husein. Groups of students of Al-Azhar 
University, too, formed a center of anti-British feeling and some of them were active in the 
ranks of the Fifth Column. 

The most important function of the Fifth Column was the transmission of intelligence 
to the Germans and Italians. The Arabic broadcasters of the Berlin and Bari radio stations, 
listened to with great interest and confidence in all Arab countries, were frequently in a position. 
to give political and even military information about events in Palestine, Egypt, Syria, the 
Lebanon and Iraq, on the evening of the day they occurred, with details which, though 
grotesquely exaggerated, indicated first-hand knowledge. On several occasions secret wireless 
transmitters were discovered in Syria, Lebanon, Iraq and Palestine. In Palestine the police 
discovered a secret transmitter in an Arab orange grove, the owners and operators of which are 
stiJI in detention. 

UNDER ALI MAHER, the Egyptian Government had pronounced anti-British tendencies. 
In the summer of 1941, it became known that Salih Harb Pasha, Ali Maher's Minister of 
Defense, had handed Italian Military Intelligence the secret plans of Egypt's defenses, as well 
as British military information communicated to the Egyptian Government. Ali 11aher himself 
and the Egyptian Chief of Staff, Aziz Ali al-Masri, were suspected of complicity. This revelation 
led the British to secure the detention of Ali Maher, Salih Harb and others. They were released 
in 1944 and 1945. 

As for Aziz Ali al-Masri, his dismissal had long been demanded by the British authorities. 
All that Ali Maher had done was to give him a protracted leave. Al-Masri came into the lime
light again on May 12, 1941, during the anti-British coup in Iraq, when he attempted to reach 
the Axis lines in an Egyptian military plane. He made a forced landing on Egyptian territory, 
whereupon he was at last arrested. He was released in 1945, but re-arrested in January 1946 
in connection with the assassination of Amin Osman Pasha. Al Masri was not the only one. 
A military trial was held recently of an officer of the Royal Egyptian Air Force, Salim Radwan, 
who with his friend Muhamad Abu as-Saud, flew to the Axis camp in an Egyptian airplane on 
July 7, 1942. Salim was sentenced to fifteen years imprisonment; his friend has not yet been 
traced. 

tt An anecdote springs to mind which revea!s W?rld ~bout the ~gyptian feeling that the war was by no means their 
war. In .. PM of June 13, 1941, R<_>bert eville m a d1seatch enti~led Egyptians Give British Half Hearted S11ppor1 
wrote: Ed K~nnedy of the Associate?_Press was coll~cti?g Egypttana; from a trip to the Suez Canal he brought this 
one_: .'.fhe tram that runs fro~ Ismaiha a_nd Port Said is equipped with an anti-aircraft gun operated by a British 
anti-aircraft gunner. The Egyptian State Railways make the gunner buy a ticket for each trip'." 
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It is common knowledge that in February 1942 the British had to use force to compel the 

Egyptian court to appoint a Government from which some measure of loyalty to the British 

cause might be expected.15 According to a description of the events of that time later pub

lished in Akhbar el Yom, British tanks with their guns trained, surrounded the Abdin Palace, 

and thousands of fully armed troops patrolled the neighborhood. One tank forced the palace 

gate and was followed by the British Ambassador, Lord Killearn, and the Commander of 

British Troops in Egypt. The Royal Bodyguard was overpowered, and fully armed officers 

accompanied the Ambassador to the King's study. The palace telephone lines were cut, while 

police stations and the broadcasting station were surrounded by the British. While the palace 

was still besieged, the King summoned party leaders and elder statesmen and declared: "You 

have seen the British tanks. I think you will therefore agree that it is in the country's interest 

to accept the ultimatum for a change of government." Nahas Pasha was then called to form 

a new Government. He stated later: "Those who were then in power were convinced of the 

Axis victory and backed the wrong horse. Relations with the British had become strained in 

the extreme. There were street demonstrations against England with crowds shouting 'Forward 

Rommel!'" 

Though, like his predecessors, he did not have his country declare war on the Axis, Nahas 

Pasha succeeded in preventing assaults on British officers and soldiers, and in putting an end 

to acts of sabotage against lines of communication, but even this he achieved only by arresting 

and detaining hundreds of Egyptians: politicians, officers, students and officials. 

The successive heads of the Egyptian Government-Ali Maher, Hasan Sabri, Husein Sirri 

and Mustafa Nahas-had all repeatedly announced that they would declare war as soon as any 

Italian or German military forces set foot on Egyptian territory, but they all refrained from 

doing so, even when the Axis armies had marched far into Egyptian territory. Instead of 

responding to the bombardment of Egyptian cities with a declaration of war, the Egyptian 

Government repeatedly urged the British military authorities to evacuate Cairo and to declare 

it an open city. When the B.B.C. announced in 1942 that Egypt was about to declare war and 

contribute half a million men to fight the Axis, Nahas Pasha himself hastened to deny the 

report; he asked the Spanish Ambassador to inform the Axis Governments of his denial and 

to assure them that Egypt would preserve its neutrality. 

The Egyptian Army was entrusted with certain guard duties in Egypt, but was "relieved" 

even of these during the critical period of El-Alamein. Nahas Pasha requested that in the 

event of a German conquest of Alexandria the British should abandon all further defense of 

strongholds in Egypt, in order to spare the Egyptian people unnecessary suffering. There are 

grounds for believing that orders to this effect were in fact given to the Commands of the 

British Eighth and Ninth Armies. 

Apart from the regular Egyptian Army, a "Territorial Army" was formed under Abdul 

Rahman Azzam. 111 Since this leader was known to be connected with Ali Maher, the British 

military authorities had reason to fear that his "Army," originally intended as an auxiliary to 

the British forces in Egypt, might become the nucleus of an anti-British force and Fifth 

Column. They repeatedly demanded its dissolution which took place only after prolonged 

efforts on their part. 

1• The incident was described in full by Nahas Pasha in a speech reproduced in .Al-Balagh of November 14, 1945. 
1
• Now General Secretary of the Arab League 
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The only Egyptian statesman who openly and consistently urged that it was Egypt's duty 
to declare war on Germany was Ahmed Maher Pasha. During his premiership war was finally 
declared on the eve of the San Francisco conference in February 1945. Immediately after 
announcing the decision to the Egyptian Chamber, Ahmed Maher, on his way to repeat the 
announcement in the adjoining Senate, was shot dead by an Egyptian lawyer who, as late as 
February 1945, still believed that Hitler would win. 

The Levant States 
Under the Vichy regime connections with Axis countries and hatred of the British could 

be expressed without risk in Syria and the Lebanon. There was no need for any hidden Fifth 
Column, for pro-Axis activity could be conducted in broad daylight. The only political group 
that seemed sincerely pro-British and anti-Nazi was that of Dr. Abd ur-Rahman Shahbandar. 
But in 1940 Dr. Shahbandar was assassinated by pro-Nazi Syrians, and after the death of its 
central personality his group lost influence and finally dissolved. Leaders of the Syrian National 
Bloc, men who are today at the head of the Syrian State, were openly accused of instigating the 
murder of their adversary. Three prominent leaders of the National Bloc escaped from Syria 
the day after Dr. Shahbandar's murder and found refuge in rebel Iraq and later in Saudi Arabia. 
They were allowed to return home and regain their positions after the British conquest of 
Syria: through the good offices of Ibn Saud, negotiations for their return were carried on with 
the British Ambassador to Iraq, Sir Kinahan Cornwallis. (For an official British analysis of the 
pro-Nazi character of almost atl the political parties in Syria and the Lebanon, see Document I 
on page 28.) 

During the Vichy regime and the stay in Syria of the German-Italian Armistice Commis
sion, the hotel in Beirut where the Armistice Commission stayed became the center of Syrian 
political life. Syria served as a link between the Arab States within the British sphere, on the 
one hand, and insurrectionist Iraq and the Axis States, on the other. 

When the British entered Syria, many Arab leaders presented themselves to General Dentz 
and offered full cooperation in repelling the attack. During the Iraqi Revolt, as bas been pointed 
out, they offered their assistance to the rebels. Those who aided and sympathized with that 
pro-Axis uprising ranged from extreme nationalists to so-called progressives. They included 
not only old-style politicians like Shukri Kuwatli, now president of the Syrian Republic, but 
even Raif el Khoury, considered an outstanding progressive writer and politician. The latter, 
in a book published in Beirut during the Iraqi revolt, depicted it as an uprising of peasants 
and laborers against their oppressors. 

Pro-Nazi activities in Syria and the Lebanon did not cease with the British occupation. 
Most of the pro-Nazi leaders fled the country (Nabih al-Azma, Izzat Darwaza, Adil Arslan, 
etc.) and others were detained ( such as Ihsan al-J abri, brother of the head of the present 
Syrian Government), but many of those who stayed on and were left at liberty continued their 
activities underground. It was discovered as late as 1942-43 that espionage on behalf of Ger
many was being carried on at the American University of Beirut by Syrian, Lebanese and 
Palestinian-Arab students. Some of the students were executed by the British Military. 
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Haj Amin al-Husseini and the 
Other Eflligres 

Not only Syrian and Lebanese politicians joined the Axis. A great many Palestinians of 

the group centered around the ex-Mufti of Jerusalem, and Iraqis connected with the Kailani 

revolt of 1941, spent the war in Axis and neutral lands and gave active assistance to Germany, 

Italy and Japan through espionage and Fifth Column work. 

The Palestinians included Hasan Abu Saud, Salim Abd ur-Rahman, Musa Abdullah 

Husseini, Arif Abd ur-Raziq, Saad ad-Din al-Latif, Rasim al-Khalidi, Is'haq Darwish and many 

others-all of them politicians who had escaped at the end of the 1936-39 disturbances. Among 

the Egyptians living in the Axis countries during the war were Prince Mansur Dawud ( a rela

tive of the King of Egypt), Mustafa al-Wakil (one of the leaders of the Misr al-Fatat move

ment), and Dr. Tayib Nasr. Iraqis (most of them leaders of the rising) who went to Germany 

included Rashid Ali al-Kailani himself, Naji Shawkat, Yunis al-Bahri and Fawzi Qauqji, 

who had been one of the military leaders of the 1936 rebellion in Palestine. 

A group of Arab leaders was concentrated in Turkey, where they conducted espionage 

activities on behalf of the Germans. Some of these sent to Germany intelligence received from 

agents in the different Arab countries. Among them were: Izzat Darwaza, Akram Zuaytar, 

Muin al-Madi, Adil Arslan, Adil al-Azma, Nabih al-Azma and some of the Iraqi rebels. 

One group of Arab leaders did not succeed in reaching Germany, but was arrested by the 

British authorities in Iran and sent to Rhodesia. This group included Dr. Amin al-Ruweiha, 

Dr. Daud al-Husseini, Kamal Hadda, and Jamal al-Husseini, who was permitted to return to 

Palestine in 1946. Others were arrested by the British in Syria, the Lebanon, Palestine and 

Egypt, and by the Iraqi authorities in that country. 

Preeminent among all the emigres was, without doubt, Haj Amin al-Husseini. After failing 

to secure bases for the Axis in Iraq, he fled at the end of May 1941 to Teheran, where he found 

refuge in the Japanese Embassy. When the Persian pro-Axis revolt failed and British and 

Russian columns met in Teheran, Haj Amin escaped again. He was an old hand at escaping: 

in 1920 when he was condemned to ten years of prison by a British military court for instigating 

a pogrom in Jerusalem, he fled to Transjordan; in 193 7 when he learned of his imminent arrest 

by the British for the murder of thousands of Arabs, Britons and Jews during the 1936 dis

turbances, he fled from the Holy Shrine in Jerusalem to the Lebanon. In Rome in 1941 Haj Amin 

was to boast to a correspondent of the Volkischer Beobachter that General Wavell had put a 

price of 25,000 pounds sterling on his head dead or alive. 

In October 1941 Haj Amin reached Italy, where he met Mussolini, Ciano and Dino 

Alfieri and discussed with them the possibilities of Arab-Italian collaboration. From Rome he 

communicated with the Balkan Moslems under Italian rule in Yugoslavia and Albania. 

As soon as it became clear to him that Mussolini was altogether dependent on Hitler, Haj 

Amin went on to Berlin in December 1941. Here he established his headquarters. He was 

received by Hitler, and with the aid of such German political and military chiefs as Ribben

trop, Grobba, Weitzacker, he planned his future activities. A special office for him called 
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paradlated lnlo Iraq durlac tile war. 
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Buro des Grosmufti17 was established in Berlin and later in Oybin with branches in other part 

of Germany and in Italy. His activities included: 

1. Propaganda 

2. Fifth Column activities in the Middle East ( Sabotage and Parachutist Expeditions) 

3. Espionage 

4. Organization of Moslems into military units in Axis-occupied countries and in North 

Africa and Russia 

5. Establishment of the Arab Legions and the Arab Brigade 

His activities were so ramified that an attempt will be made here to classify them: 

PROPAGANDA. On many occasions, Haj Amin broadcast personally on the German 

controlled radio. Several other Axis stations were also at his disposal. These were: Berlin, 

Zeissen, Bari, Rome, Tokyo,18 Athens, etc. He called on the Arabs of Palestine and on Moslems 

all over the world, including those in the United States,19 to rise against the Allies, join the 

Fifth Column, commit acts of sabotage, and kill the Jews. Several members of his staff attended 

to radio activities. Haj Amin' s broadcasts to the Middle East had an important effect on Arabs 

throughout that region during the dark hours of the War in 1941-1942. In addition, Haj Amin 

sent over to the Middle East propaganda papers and pamphlets in Arabic. 

ESPIONAGE. From his headquarters in Berlin and Oybin Haj Amin organized a network 

of espionage. He had a sub-office in Geneva, Switzerland ( directed by the notorious Axis agent, 

Emir Shekib Arslan) which served as a link between Haj Amin and his agents in Egypt and 

Turkey. He had another sub-office in Istanbul which had branches all along the Syrian Turkish 

frontier in Mersine, Alexandretta, Antioch, Adana and Diarbekr. These received information 

directly from Haj Amin's agents in Palestine, Syria and Iraq, and were in close contact with 

the members of the German Intelligence working in Turkey: Hoffman, German Consul General 

in Adana, Paula Koch in Alexandretta, Rudolf von Roser, Chapeaurouge in Stamboul, von 

Hentig, etc. 

Through this organization, valuable military information regarding British troop move

ments were supplied to the Germans. News items about sabotage activities or uprisings like the 

Transjordan Frontier Force rebellion, although kept under strict censorship throughout the 

Middle East, were regularly and immediately announced on the Berlin radio. As has already 

been mentioned, several wireless transmitters, operated by friends of Haj Amin were discovered 

in the Middle East, and the operators were either exeruted or condemned to long prison terms. 

FIFfH COLUMN ACTIVITIES. A huge organization for Fifth Column activities was set 

up by the ex-Mufti. A Parachutist and Sabotage School for Arabs was established in Athens. 

For special courses in wireless transmission, high explosives and demolitions Arab students were 

sent to a school in The Hague. 

Haj Amin's agents were infiltrated into the Middle East either by land through Turkey, 

Syria and Iraq or by parachute. Several parachutist expeditions were discovered by the British 

and their members, with their equipment ( explosives, arms, ammunition, cameras, wireless 

n See his official stationery on p. 23. 
18 The arrangements to record Haj Amin's broadcasts for Tokyo are described in the letter from the Japanese Embassy 

in Rome reproduced on p. 23. 
19 See Document No. V, Addr8ss to Amerita11 Arabs, broadcast from Rome, March 19, 1943. 

19 



transmitters, money in gold), were apprehended. Among these were the Jericho expedition, 

the Tel Afar expedition20 (Iraq) and some other expeditions in Northern Syria (Aleppo and 

Gezira regions and Damascus). One participant in the Jericho expedition of October, 1944, 

Thuelqifl, was captured, while another, a prominent Palestinian Arab, Hasan Salameh, escaped. 

In order to avoid being executed, those parachutists who were caught insisted that they were 

"soldiers in the Mufti's Legion" and, thus, entitled to the treatment accorded to prisoners of war. 

With the help of local Arabs, both parachutists and infiltrated agents on several occasions 

cut telephone and pipe lines in Transjordan and Palestine, and sabotaged railways and bridges 

in Iraq. Haj Amin boasted that because of his activities the British were forced to maintain 

large garrisons throughout the Middle East in order to prevent a general uprising and wide

spread sabotage. He insisted that only the constant vigilance of thousands of Allied troops 

prevented larger sabotage activities. Throughout the war every bridge and every weak point 

had, indeed, to be manned and guarded throughout the Middle East. In carrying out both 

sabotage and espionage, Haj Amin worked in close collaboration with the German Abwehr. 

ORGANIZATION OF MOSLEM LEGIONS. One of the accomplishments of Haj Amin, 

for which he repeatedly claimed credit in his vast correspondence with such dignitaries as 

Ribbentrop and Himmler, was the organization of Moslem military units to fight for the Axis. 

In the Balkans Haj Amin rallied more than 15,000 Moslems into the Axis Wehrmacht in the 

"Black Legion" of Bosnia, etc. On a number of occasions Haj Amin personally inspected the 

various units and spoke to them. He was in direct contact with various Balkan quislings such as 

Pavelic, with whom he arranged the organization of these Moslem Wehrmacht Units. With 

Prof. von de Mende he established a school for politico-religious Moslem army preachers 

(Imams) in Germany. 

Not least in importance were his contacts with the Pro-Axis leaders of the Moslems of 

North Africa. He submitted to the German Military Command a plan to recruit 500,000 

Moroccan, Tunisian and Algerian soldiers. In Germany he opened a special North African 

Bureau ( Maktab el Magreb) whose budget came from the Buro des Grosmuf ti in Berlin. 

During the North African Campaign ( which shattered his plans for a North African Army), 

Haj Amin broadcast on numerous occasions to North Africa and urged the Moslems to help 

the Axis impede the Allies as much as they could. 

In Asiatic Russia Haj Amin found hundreds of thousands of followers. He collaborated 

with various Moslem Russian Quislings and White Russian traitors in the formation of pro-Axis 

Legions. He communicated with the Crimean Tartars, the Tchechen-Ingush, with Azerbaijan, 

Turkestan, and other anti-Soviet groups under Russian domination. It will be recalled that 

because of the treacherous behavior of their population, two Russian Moslem Republics were 

recently abolished, and their population of 400,000 Moslems transplanted to the Trans-Urals. 

Haj Amin did not con.fine himself to the European struggle but offered his aid to the 

Japanese Government, accepting their suggestion that he broadcast to the Moslems in the South 

Pacific and India. 21 Numerous broadcasts of his to India, Indonesia, Java were recorded. 

• Part ~f the official British Intelligence reports on the Tel Afar Expedition is given in Document No. VI in the 
Appendix. 
n See photostat on p. 23. 
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FORMATION OF ARAB LEGIONS AND OF THE ARAB BRIGADE. In 1942, a few 

months after his arrival in Germany, Haj Amin started organizing Axis-Arab Legions from 

among the Arab students in Germany, the Arab Prisoners of War and the emigres who had 

followed him to Germany. The legionnaires wore the German uniform and had "Free Arabia" 

patches on their shoulders. 22 

In 1944, as a reply to Mr. Churchill's recognition of a Jewish Brigade, based on the 26,000 

Palestine Jews fighting with the Allies, Haj Amin got Ribbentrop to consent to the formation 

of an Arab Brigade. Haj Amin in a broadcast on November 2nd, 1944 and in letters called all 

Arabs in Germany, hailing from Palestine, Iraq, Egypt and Syria, to join this brigade. Still 

another aspect of Haj Amin's wartime activity in Germany was his direct collaboration with the 

German Extermination Bureau in the murder of six million European Jews. Documents proving 

this charge have been published by E. A. Mowrer and others, but need not be discussed here, 

since they are not directly relevant to the Arab war effort. 

Postwar Appeasement 

After Al-Alamein, when it became evident that there was no prospect of Nazi victory, 

official Arab spokesmen and the Arab press beg~n to protest their devotion to democracy, their 

hatred of the Nazis and Fascists, their remarkablt contribution to the Allied war effort. Even 

the ex-Mufti of Jerusalem in his statement publishec in the New York Times of October 6, 

1946 tries to appear as a champion of democracy, claiming the right to form a "democratically 

constituted government in Palestine." 

The overwhelming majority of the Arab Nazis who were arrested in Syria and the Lebanon 

by the British and Free French have been released since 1943; many of them have been rein

stated in their former positions, some even becoming leaders of their governments. 

In Egypt, too, all those who had been arrested during the war as Nazi agents or persons 

dangerous to public security were set free, and their prospects of attaining power and high office 

seem no lower than those of others. Some have, of course, already been appointed to high posts. 

In Palestine the exiled Arab leaders are all returning. First came those not "directly" impli

cated in assisting the enemy, such as Dr. Hussein Khalidi, Auni Abd ul-Hadi, Musa Alami,23 

and others. Although most of them had to sign a pledge not to engage in politics, it was not 

long before they were all restored to their former positions on local political bodies. They are 

today accepted as the official leaders of the Palestine Arabs. Next came those arrested and 

deported at the end of the 1936-39 disturbances, including some notorious gang leaders who 

are credited with a number of assassinations ( such as Shakir Abd al-Aziz of Idnibba, Abd 

ul-Hamid Jaulani of Hebron, Mohammad Taha Najjar of Yibna, Fawzi Jarrar of Jenin). 

Some of these had been in hiding for two or three years or had left Palestine for a time, and 

had succeeded on their return in "coming to terms" with the Palestine police. Other Arab 

leaders have been allowed to come back one by one during the past year: Dr. Mustafa Bushnaq 

n See below, Document VII. 
11 Musa Alami, ex-representative of Palestine to the Arab League, heads the Arab Office with branches in Jerusalem, 
Washington and London. For his .role in the Iraqi Revolt see Document JU, p. 2 3. 
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of Nablus ( from Egypt), Darwish Maqdadi of Tulkarm ( from Iraq), and others. Finally, 

even those who had openly engaged in anti-British activities during the war and had been caught 

on their way to Germany and detained in Rhodesia-such as Jamal al-Husseini and his fellows 

described in the House of Lords by the then Colonial Secretary, Lord Cranborne, as "the really 

dangerous people"-were allowed to return. They immediately resumed the leadership of their 

political parties and were recognized by the British as the spokesmen of Palestine• s .Arabs. 

The only member of this group who has not so far been officially pardoned is Haj Amin 

al-Husseini, whose trial as a war criminal was demanded by the Yugoslav Government in 1945; 

whom Anthony Eden, Noel Baker, Churchill and Oliver Stanley have on various occasions 

called an outspoken enemy of the Allied cause. At the end of the wear the ex-Mufti was arrested 

by French troops in their zone of occupation and taken to Paris, where he lived in a sumptuous 

villa until June 1946. He then "passed" on to Egypt (one can not say he escaped). Today the 

Palestinian Arab leaders and the Arab League are doing their utmost to obtain his return to 

Palestine and his recognition as the spiritual and political leader of the Arabs of that country. 

It should not be for gotten either that while the Arab States were scarcely affected by 

military operations, they benefited materially from the war. The Allies spent vast sums in the 

Arab States which accumulated Sterling balances, the exact extent of which is unknown but 

is approximately as follows: Egypt-350-400 millions pound sterling; Iraq-50-75 millions; 

Syria and the Lebanon-50-100 millions. Egypt's budgetary reserve rose from 28 millions in 

1938-39 to 60 millions in 1941. The Allies provided the Arab countries with foodstuffs and 

commodities at a time when the nations of Europe, including the British, were suffering severe 

restrictions. They arranged for the purchase of the products and resources of the Arab States, 

such as Egyptian cotton, even when they had no immediate use for it. They provided employ

ment for tens of thousands of Arab workers at unprecedentedly high wages. They contributed 

to the development of the Arab countries by the construction of roads, airfields and railway 

lines, as well as through extensive building activity. All this put fantastic wealth into the pockets 

of profiteers, but it also benefited workers and shopkeepers, and even, to a certain extent, the 

f ellaheen. In addition to these profits, there were various direct subsidies, which reached huge 

proportions by 1943-44. To give a minor example, the Government of Saudi Arabia was 

indemnified by the British for financial loss suffered through the suspension of Moslem pil

grimages. And yet, throughout, the sympathies of the mass of the .Arabs continued to be with 

the enemy. The Allies had from the Arabs only such assistance as their force could compel or 

their money could buy. 

This is an ironic picture, but no less ironic than the entire story of the Arab "war effort" and 

the ill-deserved rewards it has reaped for the Arab States. It is true that, with the exception of 

Iraq, the Arab countries did not actually fight for the Axis. The reason was clearly not their lack 

of sympathy with Fascism and the Fascist powers. It was rather their fundamental incapacity 

to wage modern war-their lack of modern armies, trained technicians, skilled workers to run 

the industries without which modern war is impossible. That they were willing enough to be 

used by an Axis power ready to supply funds, airplanes and military aid of all sorts, the case 

of the Iraqi revolt proves. It proves, too, their utter lack of concern for freedom and democracy, 

their complete readiness to open the way to the downfall of both the W estem democracies 

and Russia. Appease~ent ~ad not justified itself. But appeasement is still the British policy 

throughout the strategic Middle East. One may well ask how serure a foundation it can be for 

a new and peaceful world order. 
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AMaAaMDa DU JA.-ON 
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AMIN AND THE 

Boae, 17 f6ffier 1942. 

•1nence, 

Ce tut un r,r:..nd -:>la1a1r 'l0t1r 1101 que 

d•a•o1r eu l'occaai,,n de faire Votre oonna1asance. 

Le oro11rpt 0'ln!1ertement de Son •1nenoe 
l orononoer quelqueo 41■ooura destinb unx Musul•n• du 

::iud du Pacifl~-.ie 3t dee ln(1es 1.1 (,t~ coMffl'lmiquf ~ 

Gouveme~r.nt Janonaie qui, J'••~noe, ftr. rer.ieroie 

Yotre Blliner,o-,. 
Lorsqu~ Vot~n fh1~ence sera ,r&te 

l parlcr, ~e La ,r1er'\1! i:-e biP!"l ·~•11-,1r :--zavert1r oar 
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lf' .. teoh"lciene cha ref• ·cl' "nr•~1 strr r snr d 1 -'«!Ues ~ a 
P&rol~ 11e Votrc ~1n~l'1re ~t, ➔ •ec~ord aveo ee 11~1st~re, 

nn,,11 .,.r,.1'111rnns les dis ..,nn1ti:-,as nliceas:,i!"t>s at1"1 t-ue 

:Jes c1ttcr,un St>i~rt :ro•11i,d1f1'\ts"e A Tol:1."• 
Je aenitt er:ttlc,r.,ent het1-re,1x at Yotre 

lainence vouJ.a1 t bic,n ~,. c--·•-·,,..1rut>r l" tr>1'1•1ctinn, 

anc ta1s~ '311 rr,."Q !f iae, de ;i•.}~ dii.c...,,ara car l'1:--tel'1t1on 

du Q~ernement Japo:!a.1• e r- t d~ 1&1re tmiVT'.l et-aque 

di&coura de aa tnduction :tl)1.t en an.•- a1a, soit en 

j•~nnaia. 

~~ rr~~uv~lar.t a Votre :&111~~ne,a l!lfla 

n-mercie!llent~, jf" La rie de bier. vrmlo1r a¢er lea 

assu~~ncea de ~• c~n~idfration la olu~ r~a~~otueuaeaent 

4houh. /t/ A__ AL __ 

>. ::ion ~inence /. y0~ 

Le GI'ti.nd fcutt1 ::e Jeruaole111 Conaeille r de 1 1 .Ambaaae4e 
Villa Colonna. 

The Counsellor of the Japanese Embassy In Rome In a note of 
February 17, 1942 conveys to Hai Amin the gratitude of the 
Japanese Government to him for havlnq readily agreed to pr•• 
pare several radio talks addressed to Moslems of the South 
Pacific and India. Arrangements will be made with the Hallan 
Governll'!ent to have Hai Amin record his talks which will then 
be broadcast from Tokyo. 

JAPANESE 

Hai Amin writes: 
"To Our Moslem Brothers In Japan, 

and to the Moslems of East Africa, on the 
death of the Mufti of Japan: 

"My request of those headlnq the Mos• 
lem Institute in Tokyo and of all Moslem 
leaders in the Far East is that they con• 
tlnue to CJO in the noble way of the late 
Mufti, the way of complete and constant 
cooperation between the Moslems and 
the Japanese for the benefit of both, and 
that they continue to struqqle heroically 
against the common enemies of Japan 
and the Moslems." 



ARAB-AXIS COOPERA 

Haj Amin and Rashid 

Ali el Gailani of Iraq, 

together in Berlin 

A unit of the Arab Legion in Germany 

2 

The Fuehrer of the 

German people and 

Haj Amin, during their 

meeting in Berlin 

{December 1941) 



TION: A Pictorial Record 

,,. 

Haj Amin reviews Bosnian Mos

lem troops (cover of the Wie

ner lllustrierte Z eitung I. 

Haj Amin, "spiritual leader of 

M oslems," lovingly fingers the 

gun of a Moslem volunteer. 

3llicncrJ1tuff ricrtc 
p,., ._, r• 

Haj Amin reviews Bosnian Moslem troops ( from 
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HAJ AMIN'S PAYROLL - PHOTOSTATIC EVIDENCE 

These documents were discovered in the 
flnanclal file In Hal Amin's office in Germany. 



DOCUMENTS 

SELECTED FROM OFFICIAL BRITISH, 

GERMAN, ITALIAN AND ARAB SOURCES 
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MILITARY HANDBOOK 

G.S.I. 
( Ge11tral Se,11fr# of lntellitenc,) 

GHQ M. E. June 1941 

Syrian Political Parties* 

AUTHORIZED 
PARTY ENGLISH 

ARAB NAME TRANSLATION POLITICAL AIMS REMARKS 

1. Hai'at-Ash- The People's Party Favour a loose federa- Anti-German. They have lost in-
Sha'biya ash- tion of Arab States fluence since the murder of Dr. 
Shahbandariyeh under the aegis of Shahbandar and favour the Amir 

Great Britain, i.e., Abdullah as head of the Federa-
Syria, Palestine and tion. 
Transjordan. 

-
2. El-Qutla el- The National Bloc Opposed to Syrian The Party is divided into two 

Wataniya Popular Party and all main groups. The larger group 
foreign interference in follows Jamil Mardam and the 
Syria. smaller, comprising the Istiqlal, 

follows Shukri Kuwatli. * * The 
luger Party is again divided into 
Southern Area under the leader-

. ship of Jamil Mardam and North-
ern Area under Jamil el-Ibrahim, 
Pasha of Aleppo, and Dr. Kayyali. 
Jamil Mardam is said to favour 
a Federation of Syria with Iraq. 
The Party is pro-German. 

3. Hizb-el- lstiqlal Group of the Working for complete They have GERMAN connec-
Istiqlal National Bloc independence and a tions. Pro-Nazi. A part of the 

union of Syria and Pal- National Bloc. In very close touch 
estine under Ibn Saud. with Ibn Saud. 

4. Usbat-el- League of National Anxious for freedom Directed from Iraq. Now said to 
Amal-el-Qaumi Action from foreign control. be cooperating with the National 

Bloc. 

• This material was prepared by British Middle East Headquarters for the use of troops invading Syria in 1941. The last 
two columns make clear the pro-Nazi character of the overwhelming majority of Syrian and Lebanese political parties and 
their close connections with the Germans. 

* • President of Syrian Republic 

28 



AUTHORIZED 
PARTY ENGLISH 

ARAB NAME TRANSLATION POLITICAL AIMS REMARKS 

5. Hizb-el-Qaumi Syrian Popular Party Favouring independ- Membership reported to be 
as-Suri ence and complete 20,300/30,000 with branches in 

Pan-Arab federation, Lebanon, Syria, Palestine and 
with strong Nazi- Transjordan. leaders paid by 
Fascist tendencies. Nazis. 

6. Hizb-el-Amal National Labour Party Affiliated to Syrian 
as-Suri Popular Party. 

7. Hizb-el-Dasturi Constitutional Party Lebanese. Mainly Maronite. Pro-
British. Opposed by Emile Iddeh 
and Khair Ed-Din Ef. Ah dab. 

8. Hizb-esh-Shii' Syrian Communist Communist revolution. They claim 40,000 members ot 
as-Suri Party whom 40% are Armenian. 

9. Nadi-el-Arab The Arab Club Affiliated to Syrian Popular Party. 
Pro-German. Raised by Shami Pir. 

10. Nadi-el-Ittihad 
el-Arabi 

The Arab Unity Club 

11. Nadi-el-Ayubi The A yubi Chm 

12. Hizb-el-Mustakil Independent Party 

13. Haras el-Arab The Arab Guard Pan-Arab and pro- Under the direction of Von 
Nazi. Hentig. 
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Defence Security Office 
C.I. C.I. , Iraq 

Baghdad 
S.410/1 

11 April 1945 

A SHORT HISTORY OF ENEMY 
SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITY IN 'IRAQ 

1935-1941* 

Introduction 
History so of ten repeats itself that much can be learnt from the study of the past. Between the years 

1933 and 1939, but six in all, Hitler built up Germany into a .first class power, equipped her with the 
most formidable machinery of warfare and set out to conquer the world. In the meantime, as all the 
world knows, Great Britain found herself unprepared to meet the greatest onslaught of all time. 

A brief review of German subversive activity in 'Iraq between the years of 1935 and 1941 illustrates 
clearly what might well recur should in the future Great Britain refrain from continuing to maintain a 
dose and objective surveillance on the machinations of foreign powers and thus fail to follow the 
maxim: "eternal vigilance is the price of peace." 

When Herr Hitler turned his mind to activities of a subversive nature in the Middle East, he 
must have counted himself fortunate in having in 'Iraq the German Minister, Dr. Grobba, who had 
an extensive knowledge of the Orient and was consequently the right instrument for the work in hand. 

In 1935, acting on instructions from Berlin, Dr. Grobba allowed himself and his Legation to be 
used as a medium for the dissemination of German propaganda and the operation of subversive 
organisations. The propaganda he set about to spread can be classified under three main headings -
commercial, cultural and political. To further this purpose, a local Nazi party was formed under the 
leadership of a Dr. Jordan, the German archaeologist, its members being recruited from German 
nationals resident in the country. 

In the commercial field, the Germans were active. With the accession to power of Hitler, German 
export trade came under government control and a drive was made to secure world markets for her 
commodities and thus to obtain either foreign exchange or bartered products ... 

At the same time that this rapid trade expansion took place, Germany carefully exploited her 
'Iraqi commercial contacts to spread the Nazi creed and to disseminate propaganda to the effect that 
she desired to assist Arab countries in their development. Every facility was given to 'Iraqi business men 
for visiting Germany and numerous visitors from Germany toured 'Iraqi towns and villages and visited 

• This exhaustive British Intelligence report is, for reasons of space and pertinence, published here only in part. 
All sections reproduced arc unabridged. 
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tribes in the guise of commercial representatives. With all merchandise delivered to 'Iraq, well prepared 
propaganda material was enclosed. As trade increased, more Germans came to 'Iraq and the Legation 
ensured that they were good Nazis and that they would actively engage in pro-Nazi propaganda. 
Between the years of 1935 and 1938, the volume of German trade in 'Iraq practically doubled itself. 

On the cultural side, every effort was made to promote the teaching of the German language and 
civilisation and, in particular, to stimulate an emotional interest in the National Socialist form of 
Government. A kindergarten school was instituted in Baghdad, the headmistress of which was Fraulein 
Grampp, and this was attended by German and 'Iraqi children between the ages of five and ten. 

German teachers were introduced into the secondary school. Carefully chosen and extremely active, 
they spent much of their leisure in teaching German, often free of charge, to private pupils. These 
teachers, as did other Germans taking up foreign appointments abroad, were obliged before leaving 
Germany to attend a course at the Deutsche Akadamie in Munich which specialised in Nazi educational 
measures under the directorship of a retired General named Karl Haushofer. 'Iraqi students, who 
succeeded in reaching a certain standard of proficiency in the German language, were afforded the 
opportunity of free educational facilities in Germany. Not long after the inception of this cultural 
propaganda, the German language having ousted French, became the third in importance in the schools. 

In 1937, Dr. Fadhil al Jamali, * at that time Director-General of Education, visited Germany where 
he was accorded an official welcome and was lavishly entertained. On his return, Dr. Jamali was 
prevailed upon by the Germans to send an 'Iraqi delegation to the Nuremberg Rally of 1938. This was 
headed by Al Aqid (Colonel) Mahmoud Fadhil al Janabi, who was personally introduced to the 
Fuhrer. The effect of this meeting, together with the impressive marshal atmosphere of the Rally may, 
in some measure, account for the enthusiasm with which Janabi, on his return to 'Iraq, reorganised 
the Futuwa (the 'Iraqi Youth Movement) on lines similar to those of the Hitler Jugend. The 
uniform especially designed and worn by the members of the delegation on the occasion of the Rally 
was later adopted by the Futuwa. 

At this time, there may have been in the minds of educationalists such as Dr. Fadhil al Jamali , 
Dr. Sarni Shawkat and others responsible for the influence the Germans succeeded in gaining in the 
Ministry of Education, merely a desire to inculcate into the youth of 'Iraq a spirit of healthy nationalism. 
They had doubtless observed the magic effect that German and Italian methods had had on the youth 
of those countries and how fanatically patriotic they had become as a result. Surely then such methods 
could be applied with profit to Iraq, whose youth did not yet know the meaning of "patriotism." 
They may well have argued, and not without some reason, that the only way to develop an embryo 
nation is to instil into its people a deep sense of national pride. Be that as it may, it transpired later 
that the Ministry of Education and the majority of those who were in it worked actively on behalf of 
the Germans against the British and consequently against the interests of their own country. 

Those of the medical profession were also wooed by the Germans. Doctors, who had received their 
training in Germany, were prevailed upon to spread Nazi ideals among the medical students. The 
Principal of the Royal Hospital and Dean of the 'Iraqi Medical Faculty, Dr. Saib Shawak, a founder 
of the ill-famed Muthana Club and later, when it became a tool in the hands of the Germans, its 
president, visited the Reich in 193 7 where he was officially received and presented with a full-dress 
Nazi uniform. 

* Now 'Iraqi Foreign iinister 
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In the political field, the Germans were no less active. Spending large sums of money, they set 
themselves to the dissemination of pro-Nazi, Pan-Arab, anti-British and anti-Semitic propaganda. 
Dr. Grobba's personal charm, his vitality coupled with his knowledge of the Arabic lan.;uage and his 
deep understanding of the Oriental mind won for him the personal friendship of a large circle of 
influential 'Iraqis. He waived diplomatic precedent aside and himself visited ministers and directors 
in their own departments. He threw frequent and sumptuous receptions at the German Legation to 
which he invited the "high and the low." Through the medium of small parties, he lavishly entertained 
carefully selected 'Iraqis likely to prove useful to the peculiar work of his Legation. 

In the 'Iraqi Army, Nazi propagandists were faced rather with a problem of exploitation than of 
conversion. For they had here an organised body of men strongly Pan-Arab and antipathetic towards 
the British. Stirred by the manner in which the Arabs were fighting in Palestine and believing, with 
the personal encouragement of King Ghazi, that the army was a strong and effective instrument, 
they were eager for action. This action took the shape of interference in affairs of state and, as soon as 
this came about, the 'Iraqi Army developed into a powerful political weapon. 

At the same time no inconsiderable effort was made by the Germans to indoctrinate the army with 
Nazi principles as they had done in other sections of the community. By their educational policy, 
the Germans ensured that, as the youth of the country reached maturity, the army would be supplied 
with a steady Bow of young officers with a grounding in the Nazi regime, while, in addition to their 
network of propaganda cells throughout the country, the German Legation took care to show generous 
hospitality to army officers and employed attractive young German girls to lend the feminine touch 
to their parties. The principal focus of German activity remained, however, that-of encouraging and 
subsidising the intrigue and subversive projects of highly placed army officers. 

There is little doubt that as early as 1936, the coup d'etat engineered by General Bekr Sidqi, 
Chief of the General Staff, who was shortly afterwards to marry a German woman, received moral 
and probably financial assistance from Germany, which he had visited before the coup d'etat took 
place. The coup d'etat of 1936 brought the army into the field of politics in which it has played a part 
ever since to the detriment of good government. Bekr Sidqi's action created a precedent, full use of 
which was to be made five years later by the 'Iraqi Quisling, Rashid Ali ... 

In April 1939, an incident occurred which serves to illustrate the ill-feeling which then obtained 
against the British due largely to the effectiveness of insidious German propaganda. On April 3rd, 
King Ghazi, the late King of 'Iraq, was killed in a motor accident not far from his palace to which he 
was believed to have been proceeding. Immediately after the news of his death had been received in 
Mosul, an incensed and fury stricken mob, which had been led to believe by the agents of Dr. Hatchek, 
a German eye specialist in the town, that the British Government were responsible for the King's death, 
besieged the British Consulate. The British Consul, Mr. Monk Mason, came out of his house unarmed 
• to appease the crowd. He was attacked from the rear by a fanatic armed with an axe, struck down and 
murdered. The rumour that the British had been responsible for the death of the King became wide
spread throughout • Iraq and it was not until arrangements had been made for the public to visit the 
scene of the accident where the shattered car had been left unmoved that 'Iraqi suspicions were dispelled. 

When, therefore, war broke out on September 3, 1939, bringing with it the severance of diplo
matic relations with Germany and the internment of her nationals, the virus of Nazism had already 
been effectively introduced into the body politic of 'Iraq. For nearly five years the enemy had worked 
incessantly and objectively with little obstructions by way of counter-propaganda from the British ... 
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Enemy influence, far from diminishing after the departure of the Germans and internment of 
those who, for one reason or another, were unable to return to the Vaterland, increased considerably. 
The Germans merely transferred the greater part of the direction of their subversive activities to the 
Italians. Full use was made of the Italian diplomatic bag and cypher facilities which provided a swift 
and secure means of communication with Europe. 

Judging by the number of well-known suspects who now began frequently to visit the Persian 
Legation, there is but little doubt that a link through that Mission was also maintained between those 
working on behalf of the enemy in 'Iraq and the highly developed Nazi organisation in Persia. 

In October 1939, Axis activity received fresh impetus from the arrival of the notorious ex-Mufti 
carrying in his wake a large number of Palestinian and Syrian followers, most of them political refugees. 
He was admitted to 'Iraq on a promise that he would not indulge in undesirable activities, but he did 
not keep his word for long.* 

In November 1939, the Japanese set up a Legation in Baghdad with the primary object of devel
oping a greater volume of trade with 'Iraq. It was not long, however, before this Legation also became a 
centre for Axis subversive activity. 

Towards the end of 1940, a host of Syrian and Palestinian teachers, many of them fanatically 
Pan-Arab and anti-British, arrived in 'Iraq to take up educational appointments. It was about that time 
that the ex-Mufti formed a miniature government of his own, consisting of Pan-Arab elements. 
Baghdad could now be described as having become a hub of the Pan-Arab world and consequently 
the centre of anti-British intrigue. The ex-Mufti, who had the backing of Berlin, was careful not to 
overstep the mark and did not at first allow himself to be in the public eye. He kept well in the 
background and did not come into the open until Nuri Pasha's Cabinet fell at the end of March 1940, 
and was replaced by that of Rashid Ali on his first coming to power. 

From then on the ex-Mufti associated himself more and more with the Italian Legation, maintaining 
direct communication, through the medium of that Mission, with the German and Italian Foreign 
Offices. 

With the stimulus that the ex-Mufti exerted and with the German armies sweeping victoriously · 
over the Continent of Europe, the Muthana Club, Moslem Guidance Society, the Palestine Defense 
Society, the Tajaddad Club, and the Arab Rover Society, to quote the names of but a few bodies and 
societies, intensified their pro-Nazi subversive activities in the hopes that by so doing they would 
eventually, through enemy assistance, realize their Pan-Arab aspirations ... 

It is not surprising, therefore, that the Axis powers were able to exert so great an influence over 
the internal affairs of the country as to convert it from an ally of Great Britain into an enemy. In May 
1941, when the 'Iraqi Army invested the R.A.F. base at Habbaniya and hostilities broke out between 
Great Britain and 'Iraq, the British were hard pressed everywhere. They were also in the process 
of evacuating Greece. German mechanised forces had advanced to the Egyptian frontier, the enemy 
had also occupied the Greek Island of Lemnos off the Turkish coast and it was only to be a few weeks 
later that they were to land parachute troops in Crete whence, but eleven days later, the British were 
to evacuate some 15,000 survivors. 

• Cf. Mr. Bevin's statement in Commons on October 23, 1946, revealing that t~e Briti~h Ambassa~or to Egyp~ ~as complained to that country's Government about Haj Amin's failure to keep his promise to refoun from pohtteal activity while in EgypL Another case of history repeating itself. 
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The German military star was well in the ascendant. Many were convinced that the British Empire 
had had its day and was already beginning to crumble. The 'Iraqis, who had been saturated with Nazi 
propaganda, chose this moment to turn on their old Ally knowing full well that little immediate 
assistance could be dispatched to strengthen her garrisons. It was not until after the battle of Habbaniya 
had been fought and miraculously won that any real effort was made by the British to break the grip 
in which the Axis powers had held 'Iraq so long. Had that machinery which was then installed to 
combat Axis subversive activities been set in motion long before the outbreak of war, it is believed 
that hostilities would not have broken out in 'Iraq. 

What the Axis powers have done in the past, other foreign powers with hostile intentions can do 
in the future unless the British continually watch and combat their subversive activity. 
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THE EX-MUFTI'S ROLE IN THE 
'IRAQI REVOLT 

G.S.I. 
( General Ser11i<e of lntelligenre) 

The Ex-Mufti fled from Syria and arrived in 'Iraq in October 1939. As soon as he arrived he was 
generally acclaimed as an Arab national hero and parties were given in his honor by every leading 
personality in the Capital, from the Prime Minister downwards, as well as by all ationalist Clubs 
and Societies. To these parties were invited other well known Syrian and Palestinian political refugee 
as well as 'Iraq's own reactionary politicians and they became veritable demonstrations of Arab 
nationalist feeling and unity. 

As the British were the cause of the "martyrdom" of Palestine, these parties allowed much venti
lation of anti-British propaganda and the ex-Mufti and his partisans indulged freely in expressing not 
only their anti-British sentiments but in the spreading of deliberate and scandalous lies about the Briti h 
and the Jews and about British and Zionist actions and policy in Palestine. The 'Iraqis, ready to believe 
anything anti-British and dreaming of 'Iraq as the nucleus round whjch a nited rabia wa to form, 
swallowed the propaganda as though it were a wholesome diet and the e receptions and arties reatly 
increased the ex-Mufti's prestige with the 'Iraqis, and although the Prim fini r, ruri Pa ha, 
promised the ex-Mufti had given an undertaking not to indulge in oliti while in r fu"'e in 'Iraq 
and that he would be closely watched by the Government, the ex- Iufti omm n d hi poljtical 
activities without check from the first day of his arrival in the country. In th ·e a ivitte he wa 
encouraged by the reception he was accorded on all sides, includin parti iven by re ponsible 
Ministers and Nuri Pasha, the Prime Minister himself, which haYe already been referred to above. 

The ex-Mufti soon had his old Palestine "Headquarters" e tablished and modified to suit the new 
conditions under which he was working. Jamal al Husaini wa his Chief of taff. haikh Ha an abu 
Saud was the Islamic religious adviser and expert. Musa bey al 'Alami was the legal adviser and critic 
on occidental affairs and, with the authority of his background, he spoke convincingly to responsible 
and willing listeners on the "British injustices." Fawzi al Qaoukji was the militant member and 
contacted the 'Iraqi Army, raising from this source arms and ammunition and the facilities to train 
men for guerilla warfare. Salim Abdur Rahman was Press Officer and publici t. Ishaq, Munif, Musa 
and Towfiq Saleh al Husaini, Emil Ghori, Izzat Darwaza, Ibrahim Darwish, Izzuddin ash Shawa and 
others formed the Foreign relations committee who were responsible for propaganda, intrigue and 
subversive activities inside and outside 'Iraq. 

The ex-Mufti held the money bags and paid these, as well as many other refugees, their allowances 
as most had no other livelihood but what they were paid from this source. The ex-Mufti's funds for this 
purpose were considerable, and it is known that he was voted ID. 18,000** by the 'Iraqi Parliament, 
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was paid ID. 1,000 a month from 'Iraqi secret service funds, was paid 2% of the salary of every 'Iraqi 
government official, including the Military and Police ( all stopped at source) , considerable sums raised 
by the Palestine Defence Society, by the Red Crescent Society and through public collections. In addition 
authoritative sources now claim he was paid ID. 60,000 by the Germans and ID. 40,000 by the Italians, 
he also raised other monies from outside 'Iraq-including generous gifts from lbn Saud and Egypt. 
This money enabled him, his followers and even Syrian political reactionaries to live in affluence, 
many owning cars and keeping up reasonable establishments. Several were beyond doubt also getting 
additional allowances from Axis sources. 

These were unfortunately not all the implements at the command of the ex-Mufti in 'Iraq. He had 
another valuable method of obtaining influence within the government and also money for those 
working for him. Thesa he commanded by furnishing the 'Iraqi Government with Palestinian and 
Syrian nominees to fill essential government positions that 'Iraq's illiteracy prevents her from providing 
for herself. These include education experts, schoolmasters, doctors, dentists, etc., and were largely 
enlisted from political undesirables found in Syria and Palestine. Most of them would have obtained 
no livelihood in the countries of their origin. The ex-Mufti in 'Iraq could get these appointed, 
dismissed or promoted at will through his influence in Government Departments ( many of these have 
complained to the writer of these notes that an adverse report from the ex-Mufti could either have 
their contract terminated or not renewed on its expiration) . These officials were spread throughout 
the length and breadth of 'Iraq and nearly all were used, willy-nilly, as "cells" for the ex-Mufti's propa
ganda campaign. Among the most active and influential of these may be mentioned Akram Zu'aitir, 
Darwish Maqdadi, Daoud al Husaini, Abdul Qadir al Husaini, Sati' al Hasri and Mustafa Wakil, 
the Egyptian. 

These elements by no means cover the picture of the ex-Mufti's activities and he quickly won to 
his cause certain Nationalist organisations which were willing victims of his intrigues and some of 
which had already benefited by German support and money. The most important of these are the 
Muthana Club, the Moslem Guidance Society, the Rover's Society, the Teachers Club and the Olympic 
Club. Through his influence in these quarters he and his followers contacted many of the 'Iraqi officials 
and Army personalities on whom his gang soon were able to exercise their will. They concentrated 
most on the following classes of official-Police, Army, Schoolmasters, Doctors, and tho~e of tht: legal 
professions. The ex-Mufti was completely successful in his efforts in this direction and was soon 
making each Government Department carry out his benefits, e.g.-passports were issued at his request, 
refugees from Palestine were not allowed to remain in 'Iraq unless he agreed they were genuine 
"nationalists," refugees cars were admitted duty free and paid no taxes, the Press and Propaganda 
Department did not interfere with his papers-especially the l11iqlal paper whose Editor, Osman 
Qassim, had been Editor of his paper Al Liwa in Palestine (this paper was subsidised by both 
Germany and the 'Iraqi Government and was consistently pro-German, anti-British and Pan-Arab in 
complexion) . 

During the whole period of his stay in 'Iraq, up to the rebellion of April and May, the ex-Mufti 
was always made a special guest at State or public functions. He and his followers were, on such 
occasions, given special places of honour equal to those of Ministers of State and seldom were the 
feelings of British officials attending such functions considered in allowing the ex-Mufti such 
considerate treatment. 

There can be no doubt that the ex-Mufti was assisted in bluffing and insinuating himself on the 

36 



official class and t~e common people by the respect and esteem in which he was held by the highest 

authorities in the land; each wished to become the Arab hero who solved the Arab problem in Palestine 

and in consequence all basked in the sunshine of his grace full of hopefulness and expectancy. It was 

felt by these that England at war, and threatened, would be ready to strike a bargain over Palestine in 

order to ensure Arab friendship-each hoped to enhance his own prestige by ne£otiating this bargain. 

If they were unable to achieve their object, their small minds only concluded that by increasing the 

intensity of the ex-Mufti's campaign and the outcry of the public, the potentialities of the threat to 

Great Britain would be sufficient to make her cave in and accept Arab demands. 1n the hopes of 

achieving success the Government of Nuri Pasha allowed the Mufti and the press to carry on their 

anti-British campaign and their extreme nationalist demands for both Syria and Palestine and the 

future of these two countries became more than ever in the eyes of the 'Iraqis a national concern. 

Above it has been shown in outline how the ex-Mufti was enabled to set up his organisation in 

'Iraq and win his way into the hearts of the 'Iraqi people but so far no mention has been made of his 

contacts and influence with 'Iraqi political leaders, the Axis and the Army leaders. It was his contacts 

with these that enabled him to use his organisation successfully and to make the rebellion in 'Iraq, 

and, because in • Iraq itself there were absolutely no grounds or pretext for stirring up that anti-British 

feeling necessary to create a rebellion, the feeling had of necessity to be worked up over the recent 

happenings in Palestine. To make the sequence of events dear certain old events have to be related 

and these are mostly connected with Taha Pasha al Hashimi, who undoubtedly did more than any other 

'Iraq politician to further both the German and the ex-Mufti's plans in 'Iraq. 

Before Taha Pasha became Minister of Defence in December, 1938, he had been President of the 

'Iraqi Palestine Defence Society. This Society had been responsible for making the Mufti 's propa

ganda in 'Iraq, they issued their own paper, they wrote articles and fabricated news items for other 

papers, and prepared Arabic broadcasts for the German Minister to cable to Germany for broadcasting 

in the Bed in Arabic broadcasts. This work threw Taha Pasha into dose touch with the German Legation 

staff who naturally were highly desirous of making contacts with this anti-British body. This was not 

Taha Pasha's only contact with the Germans and Palestinians and perhaps his most important contact 

was his close friendship for Dr. Amin Ruwaiha-Germany's No. 1 Arab Agent. Dr. Amin's wife's 

sister became Taha Pasha's mistress and a close friendship was established between these two. Amin 

Ruwaiha had been closely connected with Fawzi al Qaoukji and had assisted him to get arms and to 

get his gang to Palestine in the summer of 1936. He was also very much on the inside of the Mufti's 

intrigues at this time, and was, until his detention by us in Palestine after the outbreak of war, a close 

collaborator with the ex-Mufti in all his schemes and was largely responsible for bringing the Mufti 

into the German orbit. 

At the same time as Taha Pasha was working for the Palestinians and being nursed by the Ger

mans he was intriguing with those officers in the 'Iraq Army who were to be known later as the 

''Golden Square" and who were largely responsible for the rebellion in April and May, 1941. He 

was trying to get theie to make a coup d'Etat and oust the Jamil Madfa'i Cabinet and force the King 

to bring him and his supporters to power. He succeeded in this scheme towards the end of December, 

1938, and Nuri Pasha became Prime Minister and Taha Pasha the Minister of Defence. Rashid 'Ali 

was rewarded for his part in the plot by being made Head of the Royal Diwan and having the guardian

ship of the Gailani Waqfs returned to him. Taha Pasha, after becoming a Cabinet Minister, resigned 

from the Palestine Defence Society but continued his connections with the Germans and his Palestine 

friends. As Minister of Defence he supported his Army friends of the "Golden Square" and helped 
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to further their schemes to obtain for themselves the key positions in the Army. These officers had 
been the leaders of the anti-Bekr Sidqi group in the Army, and their ambitious aspirations had long 
been clear to even casual observers. Their anti-Bekr Sidqi sentiments had endeared them to Nuri 
Pasha, their Minister of Defence favored them and the Chief of the General Staff was weak and could 
almost be classified a "time server." Salah Uddin their leader, and by far the cleverest of them, was 
at this time Director of Operations in the Ministry of Defence. He controlled the 'Iraqi Army Intelli
gence Branch and exerted his influence on the Chief of the General Staff. In reality he was now the 
most influential, if not the most powerful, officer in the Army. In consequence his following among 
the Army officers increased. He soon became a frequent visitor of the German Minister, whom he 
met at Taha Pasha's house and through Amin ar Ruwaiha. It is believed that money was given from 
German sources to both Taha Pasha and Salah Uddin at this time. (Taha Pasha's greed and love of 
money was a byword in the country.) 

Nuri Pasha was apparently aware that something of this picture was going on and in the summer 
of 1939 told the writer of this report that Amin ar Ruwaiha was dangerous and was intriguing hard 
for Germany. He also mentioned he was suspicious of Salah Uddin and Amin al 'Umari (then Com
manding the 1st Division and now C.G.S.). He said he was watching them and intended to get rid 
of them as soon as a convenient opportunity arose. The writer told Nuri that Taha Pasha was mun: 
implicated than any of the three he had mentioned but Nuri Pasha insisted on treating Taha as 
"stupid" and of "no consequence." Nuri had, however, more enemies than friends in 'Iraq and his 
position, his livelihood and his very life depended on the support of Taha Pasha and his military fol
lowing. Nuri even told the Ambassador in August, 1939, that he could not for the moment shut 
down the "Istiqlal" paper for its anti-British and pro-Axis writings as its proprietor, Abdul Ghafur 
Badri, was "stupid" Taha's man and he did not want to fall out with Taha at the moment. His reason 
for this statement was clear, and Nuri knew as well as we knew and the Germans knew that the Army 
was all powerful in 'Iraq and chose the Government they wanted to be in power. When war came with 
Germany, Nuri Pasha-opposed by his Minister of Defence-broke off diplomatic relations with Ger
many. Immediately Nuri was labelled a tool of the British and Army opinion accused him of having 
endangered the safety of 'Iraq by this action. Nuri's unpopularity increased in the country and he 
feared to take strong action to kill the seeds of disaffection and forcibly uphold it as the essential duty 
of 'Iraq to uphold the Anglo-'Iraqi Alliance of Friendship. He feared the Army and feared the repu
tation he had acquired of being pro-British and merely their instrwnent. He took refuge in showing 
himself as being Pan-Arab and the champion of this movement. In October of that year he welcomed 
the ex-Mufti to 'Iraq as a refugee from Syria. He hoped to use the ex-Mufti and his group to popularise 
himself and offset his reputation of being pro-British. Nuri' s fears and consequent weakness at this 
critical juncture allowed the pro-German group to exploit to the fullest measure the arrival of the 
Mufti and his followers in the country and the consequent intensification of anti-British feelings it 
had endangered among the 'Iraqis. 

After his arrival the ex-Mufti quickly realized the political situation prevailing in the country and 
in starting his organisation worked in closely with Taha Pasha and the Army leaders-one of the 
"Golden Square," Mahmoud Salman, who then commanded the Cavalry but later became O.C. I.R.A.F., 
had been an old friend and admirer of the ex-Mufti since the last War. Meetings were soon being 
held unostentatiously between the ex-Mufti and Army officers in the house of Mahmoud Salman or 
in the house of Hassan Abu Sa'ud as the ex-Mufti did not want attention drawn to himself by having 
officers visit him in his own house. The Army was soon affected and the anti-British feeling which had 
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been smouldering some time under the surface became much more pronounced. The general belief 
grew that Germany was bound to win the war and German propaganda began to make headway 
apace. Nuri's action in breaking off diplomatic relations with Germany was considered not only a 
mistake but to have endangered 'Iraq's safety. Public opinion was aroused through propaganda and 
rumours being circulated to the effect that Nuri Pasha was to give Britain ' Iraqi soldiers to fight their 
battles. In spreading all this propaganda and rumours of a subversive and alarming natu re the 
Palestinians and Syrians played a leading part from the commencement. 

Rashid 'Ali was himself well in the swim with both Taha Pasha and his military clique and in 
addition Rashid 'Ali was now beginning to hold secret meetings with the Italian Minister and other 
members of the Italian Legation staff. While these activities were in progress, Generals Husain Fawzi 
and Amin al Umari, the Chief of the General Staff and the Commander of the 1st Division respec
tively, became alarmed at the growing influence of "The Golden Square" through Taha's favours 
and Nuri's weakness. They saw their own influence in the Army being taken from them by this group 
of officers whose comparative youth and extreme nationalism popularised them with the younger 
officers. Early in 1940 Amin al 'Umari and Husain Fowzi planned a coup d'etat to get rid of Nuri 
Pasha's Cabinet and re-instate Jamil Madfa'i as Prime Minister, but owing to the quick counter 
measures taken within the Army by the "Golden Square" this attempt failed after a night of con
siderable tension when it looked as though a pitched battle might be fought between the rival Army 
factions . The result of this failure was that Husain Fawzi and Amin al 'Umari were placed on pension 
and the whole control of the Army passed on to the "Golden Square" with a weak and foolish officer, 
in the person of Amin Zakki, as C.G.S. The "Golden Square" were now situated as follows: 

O.C. 1st Division .... .......... ... .... .. ........ ......... ................... ............ ......... .. ....... ............ Kamil Shabib 
O.C. 3rd Division ... ................................ ... ........................... ...... .... ... ........ .. Salah Uddin Sabbagh 
O.C. R.I.A.F ...... .. .. .. .... ............... ....... ..... ...................... .. ... ..... ... ...... ................ Mahmoud Salman 
O.C. Mechanised Force .... ................ ...... ..... .. ... ......... ... ... .. ................... .. Mohammad Fahrni Sa'id. 

From this time these officers began quite openly to interfere in the politics of the country and their 
anti-British and pro-Axis sentiments were patent to everybody. Their views were soon the views of 
the majority of the Army officers and official military opinion held that a German victory was in
evitable. They feared that Nuri Pasha's pro-British sympathies would lead to 'Iraq having irrevocably 
compromised herself with Great Britain by the time the Axis were victorious. They sought a Premier 
who would once again place 'Iraq on the side of the Axis. Nuri Pasha was a tired man and quite 
unequal to continuing the struggle. In January, 1940, he had been considerably upset by the assassina
tion of his old colleague and Finance Minister, Rustam Haidar, and his prestige had further suffered 
through his unsuccessful efforts to fix the responsibility for this assassination on certain of Jamil 
Madfa'i's leading supporters. Unpopular with the masses and attacked on all sides it was decided that 
he should resign and his place be taken by Rashid Ali. The Army would only accept Rashid Ali as 
Premier, and further demanded that he would retain Taha Pasha as Minister of Defence. On March 
21st, 1940, Nuri Pasha tendered his resignation with an acrimonious covering letter showing his 
reasons for resigning as being due to the intrigues and plots that were being woven against the interests 
of the country. This letter he made public and when Rashid Ali was nominated his successor, he 
refused to take office in view of the above mentioned letter which had dearly indicated the future 
policy of the succeeding Government. This compelled Nuri Pasha to continue in office until Rashid 
Ali could be placated and persuaded to take office. This he agreed to do on March 31st, 1940, but only 
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after a good deal of negotiations and meetings with the Army leaders, Taha Pasha, Naji Shawkat and 

the ex-Mufti. The important part played by the ex-Mufti in making these arrangements was well known 

and caused some surprise in Baghdad and it was at this juncture that it was first realised what an 

important part the ex-Mufti was already playing in 'Iraq's domestic affairs. 

All this happened when Nuri Pasha was on the eve of visiting King lbn Sa'ud to clear up some 

outstanding difficulties which had arisen over the Sa'udi-'Iraqi Treaty of Friendship. The writer was 

to be in Ibo Sa'ud's Camp during Nuri Pasha's visit and was somewhat surprised on the morning of 

his departure to be sent for urgently by Nuri Pasha to be told that Nuri feared the Germans might 

use his enemies to assassinate him whilst he was in Sa'udi Arabia. He wished me to stick dose by him 

while he was there and to warn Ibn Sa'ud of his fears and ask him to take special precautions for his, 

Nuri's, safety. Nuri Pasha seemed at this time to have special information about what was taking place 

but would reveal nothing beyond he "hoped we were watching the Mufti's activities." 

As well as Taha Pasha, Rashid Ali's Cabinet contained another well known pro-German in Naji 

Shawkat. He was Minister of Justice and was used by Rashid Ali throughout the summer of 1940 

to establish touch with von Papen in Turkey with a view to making secret negotiations with Germany 

to undo any of the harm Nuri Pasha has done to 'Iraq's future relations with the Axis through his 

"obliging" Britain by breaking 'Iraq's diplomatic relations with Germany after the declaration of War. 

With Rashid Ali's succession to office the part played in politics by the Army and the ex-Mufti 

became more and more pronounced. In May, 1940, the Director of Press and Propaganda was re

placed by a military officer (Abdul Majid al Hashimi) who was the nominee of Taha Pasha and the 

"Golden Square." He in turn introduced into the Department in important posts two officials who 

were leading lights in the Moslem Guidance Society, which had now come completely under the 

ex-Mufti's influence. This change was soon felt and the Press and Propaganda Department began to 

follow Rashid Ali's policy of " 'Iraq's strict Neutrality." The better known agitators of the Moslem 

Guidance Society, including the ex-Mufti's religious "Advisor" Shaikh Hassan abu Saud, were given 

opportunities to broadcast talks on Islam. The 'Iraqi Army leaders also gave talks on military matters 

and a general campaign was made to lionise the 'Iraqi Army and Air Force in the eyes of the people 

and all the time in the background was the sinister figure of the ex-Mufti using his own propaganda 

organisation to make anti -British and pro-German propaganda of a more subversive nature. 

Italy's entry into the war did not occasion much comment, as the Arabs hate Italy, but the 'Iraqis 

saw the war getting nearer to them. Rashid Ali refused to break off diplomatic relations with Italy. 

The collapse of France occasioned almost universal Arab rejoicing, especially from the Palestinians 

and the Syrians. These elements and the Army "Napoleons" were convinced that Britain could not 

possibly hold out alone against both Germany and Italy. They thought that without French assistance 

Britain would not be able to prevent Italy conquering Egypt and that Britain herself would be in 

German hands by the end of the summer. 

40 



SUMMONS TO A HOLY WAR 
AGAINST BRITAIN 

A ''Fatwa11 Issued by Haj Amin al-H1tsseini1 May, r94r* 

In the name of Merciful and Almighty God. 

I invite all my Moslem brothers throughout the whole world to join in the Holy War for God, 
foe the defense of Islam and her lands against her enemy. 0 Faithful, obey and respond to my call. 

0 Moslems! 

Proud 'Iraq has placed herself in the vanguard of this Holy Struggle, and has thrown herself 
against the strongest enemy of Islam certain that God will grant her Victory. 

The English have tried to seize this Arab-Moslem land, but she has risen, full of dignity and 
pride to defend her safety, to fight for her honor and to safeguard her integrity. 'Iraq fights the 
tyranny which has always had as its aim the destruction of Islam in every land. It is the duty of all 
Moslems to aid 'Iraq in her struggle and to seek every means to fight the enemy, the traditional traitor 

in every age and every situation. 

Whoever knows the history of the East has everywhere seen the hand of the English working to 
destroy the Ottoman Empire and to divide the Arab countries. British politics toward the Arab people 
is masked under a veil of Hypocrisy. The minute she sees her chance, England squeezes the prostrate 
country in her Imperialist grasp, adding futile justifications. She creates discord and division within 
a country and while feeding it in secret openly she assumes the role of advisor and trusted friend. The 
time when England could deceive the peoples of the East is passed. The Arab Nation and the Moslem 
people have awakened to fight British domination. The English have overthrown the Ottoman Empire, 
have destroyed Moslem rule in India, inciting one community against another; thty stifled the Egyptian 
awakening, the dream of Mohammed Ali, colonizing Egypt for half a century. They took advantage 
of the weakening of the Ottoman Empire to stretch out their hands and use every sort of trick to 
take possession of many Arab countries as happened to Aden, the 9 Districts, the Hadramut, Oman, 
Masqat and the Emirates of the Persian Gulf and Transjordania. The vivid proof of the imperialistic 
designs of the British is to be found in Moslem Palestine which, although promised by England to 
Sheriff Hussein has had to submit to the outrageous infiltration of Jews, shameful politics designed to 
divide Arab-Moslem countries of Asia from those of Africa. In Palestine the English have com
mitted unheard of barbarisms; among others, they have profaned the el-Aqsa Mosque and have 
declared the most unyielding war against Islam, both in deed and in word. The Prime Minister at that 
time told Parliament ttat the world would never see peace as long as the Koran existed. What hatred 
against Islam is stronger than that which publicly declares the Sacred Koran an enemy of human kind? 
Should such sacrilege go unpunished? After the dissolution of the Moslem Empire in India and of 

• Translated from:-"Orientc Moderno," 1941, pp. 552-553; broadcast over the •1raqi and Axis radios 
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the Ottoman Caliphate, England, adhering to the policy of Gladstone, pursued her work of destruc• 

tion to Islam depriving many Islamic States both in the East and in the West of their freedom and 

independence. The number of Moslems who today live under the rule of England and invoke libera

tion from their terrible yoke exceeds 220,000,000. 

Therefore I invite you, 0 Brothers, to join in the War for God to preserve Islam, your independence 

and your lands from English aggression. I invite you to bring all your weight to bear in helping 

'Iraq that she may throw off the shame that torments her. 

0 Heroic 'Iraq, God is with Thee, the Arab Nation and the Moslem World are solidly with Thee 

in Thy Holy Struggle! 

ADDRESS TO AMERICAN ARABS 
Excerpts from a Radio Speech by Haj Arnin al-H11sseini 

March I9., I94J, in Rome 

The Arabs and Moslems will not be deceived by Britain once again because not only have they 

known its true intention but they have also known those of Britain's allies-America-and I want to 

draw the attention of the Arab emigrants in America to this fact, reminding them of their glorious 

pa5t when they upported the National movement. I would also like to remind them that their effort 

will be wasted if, God forbid, America and her Allies may be victorious in this War becau e at such 

a time the Arabs will never ri e again. I therefore know that those Arab emigrants in America will 

refrain from helping Roosevelt or taking part in a war which he brought on to his country. 

If those Allies win this war the Jewish influence will be the arbiter in the world resources and 

one can thus imagine the future of the Arabs and Moslems, and the dangers which they are exposed 

to in their fatherlands and beliefs if the Jews and their Allies dominate them and spread the latent 

hatred on to them. 

Then the world will become Hell-God forbid: But Allah is too just and merciful to grant such 

murderous violators any victory. We are sure that victory will be ours and that of our friends. We 

have not the slightest doubt about that, we shall not slacken our struggle nor will we be deterred or 

quietened. Do not be deceived by the allegations of your enemies, because you know full well about 

their intrigues, and be sure that the nation which fights, sacrifices and awaits will be the victorious one 

in the end. 
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Defence Security Office 
C.I.C.I. 'Iraq, 

Baghdad. 
S. 405-1-1 

9 December 1944 

TEL AF AR PARACHUTE EXPEDITION* 

Report 1 

The information contained in this report is derived chiefly from the preliminary interrogations 

of Khalil Rassool and Ahmed Humaid Fellah, the two parachutists captured at Tel Afar on the 28th 

November 1944. Some valuable information, however, had already been recorded in thi office about 

the four parachutists before they arrived and has consequently helped us in making up the hi torie • 

as Appendices A, B, C, and D. 

2. These interrogations have not been carried out under ideal conditions largely due to the fact 

that there is not only one but two Security Services intere ted in the expedition-tlie British and the 

'Iraqi. Each Security Service has its own methods of interrogation, equally effective when it come 

to extracting information from most Oriental but each ervice requires information of a ome, hat 

different nature. While the interrogations have, for the most part, been held jointly, the stage ha not 

yet been reached when the British thmselve can question the prisoners alone for many consecutive 

hours. 

3. In gauging the accuracy of our information, it should be borne in mind that we are not yet 

atisfied that the two parachuti ts are telling the absolute truth. Furthermore, it has become obviouc; 

that the leader of the expedition Karradi, unfortunately still at large, is the only person who has been 

fully briefed and that he has withheld much of the information e require from hie; other three 

colleagues. 

4. We feel, however, that , e have now acquired sufficient pieces of this intricate jigsaw puzzle 

to make up at least part of the general picture. Much of the information contained in this paper will 

doubtless be subject to revision as further details reach the office. 

5. The longer interrogations proceed, the less clear becomes the purpose of this expedition. At 

first it seemed that the intention of the parachutists was to create irregular armed bands, gradually 

developing these and expanding them into a rebel movement against the Government of 'Iraq and the 

British in Palestine. On reaching a certain stage of preparedness, they were to receive assistance in 

the form of arms and trained Arabs from Germany. Their headquarters were to be somewhere in the 

Wadi al Qa sab area (Long. 43 deg. Eat. Lat. 36 deg. North). 

6. Later as a result of further interrogation. it appears that the expedition wa not intended for 

'Iraq at all, but for causing trouble in Palestine. The expedition on arrival in 'Iraq was to make its 

way into Palestine. 

7. We feel that we can rely little on this information and the discrepancy between the two alleged 

• Only the mo t relevant portions of this lengthy British Intelligence Report arc here reproduced. 
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intentions leads us to believe that the two captured parachutists have very little information on the 
subject and that the only person who can clarify the position is Karradi , the leader of the expedition. 

8. It is clear, however, that the expedition is sponsored by the Mufti and that the parachutists are 
all members of the Mufti 's Arab Legion. That it intended to create disturbances, there is no doubt. 
In this connection the ex-Mufti 's broadcast on the occa ion of the 'Id-ul-Adha' on the 25th November, ' 
reproduced at Appendix E, is not without interest. 

9. The names of the four parachuti ts chosen for the expedition are: 
(i) Jassim Hussein Karradi (Iraqi) 
(ii) Abdul Hasan Tahir Jifani (Pale tinian) 
(iii) Khalil Rassool (Iraqi) 
(iv) Ahmed Humaid Fellah (Iraqi) 

10. All four of these men left 'Iraq on the collapse of the 'Iraq rebellion in May 1941 for Turkey 
where they were interned by the Turks. When they were being expelled from Turkey, the Italians 
recruited them and they left for Italy in January-February 1943. They joined the Mufti's army, were 
trained in Italy, in Germany (Berlin), in Holland and again in Berlin. Karradi and Rassool were 
trained in the handling of automatic weapons and W-T while Jifani was trained in sabotage. Fellah 
received a general training. Fuller information on the four parachutists is contained in the Appendices 
under their respective names. . . . 

32. The money handed by the ex-Mufti to Karradi amounted to 3,000 gold pieces, made up of 
French Gold 20 Fr. Pieces (present day value approximately £3.6.0.), Belgian Gold 20 Fr. Pieces 
(present value £3.0.0), English sovereigns (present day value £5 .1.0.). The correct proportion of 
the three kinds is unknown but taking the average value of them to be £3.16.0 the total is £ll,400 
approximately. In addition to this Karradi gave Fellah ID.~22 in notes (52 ten dinar notes and 2 one 
dinar notes). As Karradi is said to have had a large quantity of other notes, the grand total for the 
expedition must be above £12,000. 

33. The following information has been derived from the two captured parachutists during pre
liminary investigations : 

(a) Rai Awal (Major) Ismail Fattah and Naji Abbas al Tai are now in Berlin. 
(b) Yunis Bahri has left Rashid Ali's party and joined that of the ex-Mufti. The latter has 

now dispensed with his services and his present activities are unknown to the two parachutists 
altough they believe that he may be employed in the German Foreign Office. All four members 
of the parachute expedition saw him on the 25th of November, the day before they set out for 
Iraq. He has a German wife and a child of 4. 
( c) Rashid Ali and the ex-Mufti were still at loggerheads when the present expedition left 
Germany. 

( d) Since the attempt on Hitler's life, neither Hitler nor any of the big Nazi party leaders 
except Goebbels have been seen in public. The woman with whom Fellah lived informed them 
that Hitler had been wounded in the face. 

( e) A. A. guns were installed on the thick concrete tops of the air-raid shelters in Berlin. 
The guns are remotely controlled and are aimed by sighting through a peri cope optical sy tern 
from inside the shelters. Each shelter holds about 5,000 people. 

( f) Air raid warnings generally occur 15 minutes before Allied aircraft are over Berlin. 
(signed) H . K. DAWSON SHEPHERD 

l17ing Commander, Defence Sec11rity Officer 
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Defence Security Office, 
C.I.C.I. 'Iraq, 

Baghdad. 
S.405/ 1/ 2 

19th December, 194-L 

TEL AF AR PARACHUTE EXPEDITION 
Report 2 

As was anticipated in the preamble of Report No. 1 on tlte Tel Afar Parachute Expedition, some 

of the information obtained directly after the landing has, as a result of further interrogations, become 

subject to correction, amplification or qualification. These amendments are contained in the body of 

the present report.* 

3. The points of main interest in this report are the discovery of yet another W / T et and informa

tion on other interesting personalities in Europe connected with the expedition. 

11. Interrogation of Khalil Rassoul produced the following fact :-

.Among Rassoul's fellow refugees in Turkey, in addition to the three parachutists, were Naji Abbas 

el Tai and Ali Hussein Timini. Karradi was the leader of this group and it was he who arranged for 

them to become Italian protected subjects and to leave for Italy via Bulgaria and Greece. In Italy 

they became members of the ex-Mufti's army and, with the exception of Karradi, lived in a military 

camp and were trained under Italian instructors. On the collapse of Italy, the camp came under the 

tricter control of the Germans ... 

12. In Holland courses were given in W /T, MjT, use of weapons, sabotage and explosives. The 

instructors were German and Dutch and their training period was six months. Karradi and Rassoul 

specialised in W /T and Jifani and Fellah in sabotage. The W /T students were taught conventional 

code calls and cypher and learnt how to use a cryptograph and how to improvise one in case of need 

from pieces of cardboard. During their stay in Holland, Fellah was laid up in hospital for about 

three weeks with a broken collar bone as a result of a motor cycle accident, this being after he had 

completed his sabotage course. 

13. Attending the course with Rassoul were two Engli hmen who had been in Holland when 

the Germans entered. Their descriptions are as follows: ... 

14. On completion of their training in Holland, the four parachutists returned to Germany where 

they lived in separate apartments as civilians in Berlin. Apart from Karradi, who seemed to be specially 

favoured, they were not particularly well treated and were poorly clothed. In Berlin Rassoul met a 

number of Arabs of whom the majority were followers of the ex-Mufti. Most of them had had either 

W jT or sabotage training but their morale was not high-for the most part they wished for nothing 

better than to return peacefully to their own countries. Rassoul thought it unlikely that any of these 

Arabs would be dropped by parachute in the Middle East since Karradi had been charged with his 

mission solely because he personally enjoyed the confidence of the ex-Mufti, while Karradi's com

panions were chosen by him on account of his long association with them and not merely for their 

• Of the 43 paragraphs of this long report ( 15 pages) only those of special intere tare publi hed. 
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technical abilities. As far as Rassoul knew, the only other Arab closely associated with the ex-Mufti was 
the Egyptian Dr. Wakil, who said goodby to them at Karradi's flat on the morning of November 26 ... 

17. Although living as civilians and enjoying the company of German women, the party of four 
did not have an entirely frivolous time on their return from Holland. Practice with W /T was con
tinued and transmissions to Berlin were made from the Lehnitz W /T school and from Oybin 20 
and 225 kms. respectively from Berlin. Karradi went away on a special W /T course in September 1944. 
(N.B. This confirms the "Chacun" Party report that an Iraqi named Abu Saleh had arrived at Rhodes 

. from Kalamaki on the morning of 15th September. Karradi made tests with three W /T sets and 

returned three days later to Athens.) ... 

(signed) H. K. DAWSON SHEPHERD 
Wing Commander 

APPENDICES. 
A. Personalities 
B. List of Arabs in E.O.T. 
C. Dr. Mustafa Wakil 

DISTRIBUTION. 
As for D.S.O., CJ.CJ. 'Iraq (Baghdad), Security 
Intelligence Summary, with the addition of: 
P.A., Northern Area. 
Commander, North 'Iraq Area. 

APPENDIX C: DR. MUSTAFA WAKIL (EGYPTIAN) 

Defence Secu,-ity Officer 

Born Suwaif 1913. Educated at London University and was Vice-President of the Egyptian Green 
Shirt Movement and of the National Islamic Party. Delivered at least one strongly anti-British speech 
to the N.I.P. Was reported to have had firearms hidden in his house and to have taken part in a 
N.I.P. discussion on a rebellion against the British in Egypt. He was detailed for the job of murdering 
the new Prime Minister of Egypt. 

Wakil arrived in 'Iraq in 13/10/40. Passport No. 61785 of 21.9.40 with visa No. 710 of 2.10.40 
(free) issued by 'Iraqi Legation in Cairo. He first stayed at the "Babylon Hotel" in Baghdad and 
later moved to the "Maude Hotel." He later lived with Ramiz Suleiman at Sheena's Drug Store, 

Baghdad. 

He came to 'Iraq to fill an appointment as a Physics teacher in the Teacher's Training College, 
Baghdad. He was receiving ID. 60 per month from the 'Iraq Government. It was reported that his 
main objects in coming to 'Iraq were: 

(a) To work on the initiation of a rising in 'Iraq. 

(b) To commence propaganda on the principles of the N.I.P. 
(c) To provide the N.I.P. in Egypt with political news of 'Iraq. 
(d) To act as a link between the ex-Mufti and Ahmed Hussein, leader and founder of the N.1.P. 

Ahmed Hussein is extremely anti-British and was also the leader of the Egyptian Green Shirt 
Movement. 

The question as to whether he would be allowed to leave Egypt or not was carefully discussed 
and, while it was fully realised that he was a dangerous agitator, it was considered that he would 
probably do less harm in 'Iraq than he would do in Egypt. Arrangements were made to keep Wakil 
under observation and to intercept his correspondence. There had to be considered the likelihood 
that he would use the diplomatic bag through the influence of Azzam Bey* to avoid censorship. 

• Abdul Rahman Azzaro Bey, now general secretary of the Arab League 
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Following his arrival in 'Iraq, Wakil persistently pushed himself forward as a Nationalist and 

mixed with extreme Arab-Nationalists, especially the ex-Mufti's group. He was an extremely anti

British talker and expressed pro-German sentiments. In early 1941, the 'Iraqi Government was 
making arrangements for Wakil's return to Egypt. 

There is a record of a Jetter written by W akil on November, 1940, to Ahmed Hussein in which 

Wakil states that he was being well looked after in 'Iraq ~nd had been presented to the Emir Abdul 

Ilah, the Prime Minister Rashid Ali al Gailani and other dignitaries. He stated that he was in touch 

with Palestinian personages and named Akram Zu'aitir (Pal/2), another rabid Arab Nationalist and 

extreme anti-British agitator who was in German and Italian pay and being "kept on the ice" for 

future use in rebellion in Palestine with Axis backing. Wakil wrote anti-British articles in the 'Iraqi 

newspapers during the May 1941 rebellion and made a wireless speech in support of Rashid Ali. 
Wakil was stated to be the intermediary through whom Raphael Butti was paid a subsidy of ID. 400 

from Axis funds for the purpose of carrying out pro-Axis propaganda. 

Wakil passed through Ankara by Taurus Express on his way to Turkey on 10.7.41. He was using 

the address in Istanbul of the Egyptian Consulate in October 1941 and it was in this month that he 

left for Bulgaria, it was presumed for Germany. There is a report to the effect that Wakil had been 

in Rome in August 1941, and he was again reported to be in Rome in October 1942. The Zantut 

interrogation revealed that Wakil was working at the Arab Bureau in Rome in November, 1942, and 

he was stated to be the ex-Mufti's Adviser on Egyptian alfairs. 

The interrogation of Abdul Latif Thulkifi, the Palestinian parachutist (para. 30), states that Dr. 

Wakil, who generally resided in Berlin, was living with the ex-Mufti at Oybea from April 1944 to 

September 1944 .... 

~ DOCUMENT VII~ 

News Digest No. 1322* 
December 21, 1943 

MOSLEMS IN THE GERMAN ARMY 
A20. Transocean (for Far East), 18.12.43. Moslems of South Eastern Europe arc fighting in 

the Waffen-SS defending Europe against the Anglo-American attacks. Except for the red fez with 

the German emblem and swastika, these Moslems wear the same uniform as all other SS units. 

On their collars, instead of German emblems, they wear the insignia of a scimitar held in a Moslem's 

list .Banked by swastikas. These volunteers receive a thorough military training in the use of the most 

modern weapons of the German Armed Forces.•• 

A21. DNB, 17.12.43. The first pictures of the weekly newsreel presented an unusual scene, 

showing the Grand Mufti's visit to Moslem troops in the German Armed Forces. From the expres

sion and features of these men we can tell that they know how to wear the field-gray uniform. 

Enthusiasm and discipline are visible in every one of their movements.•* 

• British official monitoring. DNB: Deutsche Nachrichten Buro-German Office of Information. TRANSOCEAN: 
German News .Agency. th • • • f h .a _ b w hrmacht 
•• The Mun,h1,e, Ne1111e Na,hrith1111 of December 23, 1943 _reports _on e activities ~ t e sua _e .. 
Legion and states that they wear the regular German .Army uruform with a patch on their sleeves reading Free 
Arabia." 
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INDEX OF ARAB PERSONALITIES* 

Hasan ABU-SAUD, Sheikh, 
(Pal.) ............................ 7,17,35,38,40 

Habib ABU-SHAHLA (Leb., ex.-Min.) .. 10 
Salim ABO UR-RAHMAN, 

( Pal. ) ........................................ 7, 1 7, 3 5 
Arif ABO UR-RAZIQ, 

( Pal., Gang Leader) ......................... ... 1 7 
Ali Jawdat el A YYUBI 

( Ir., now Min. to U.S.) ...... .......... ........ 7 
Musa ALAMI, (Pal., Leader) .... ........ 21, 35 
Haj AMIN, see HUSSEINI 
Shukri al AMURI, (T.J.) ......... ......... ...... 12 
Sabri el ASA LI ( Syr.) .............................. 1 O 
Adil ARSLAN, Emir 

(Leb., now Syr. Min.) ................ 7, 16, 17 
Shekib ARSLAN, Emir 

(Leb., Axis Agent) ............... .. ... ..... . 6, 19 
Hashim ATASI ( Syr. Leader, ex-Pres., 

Syr. Republic) ...................................... 10 
Adil al AZMA (Syr.) ....................... ... .... 17 
Nabih al AZMA (Syr.) ................ 7, 16, 17 
Abdul Rahman AZZAM ( Eg., now 

Secretary General, Arab League) .... 15, 46 
Yunis al BAHRI 

( Ir., Arab Lord Haw Haw) ...... 17, 26, 44 
Fakhri al BARUDI (Syr., ex-leader, 

Iron Shirts; now M.P.) ........... ...... ...... ... 7 
Izzat DARWAZA (Syr.) ............ 16, 17, 35 
Is'haq DARWISH (Pal.) .................... 7, 17 
Prince Mansur DAWUD ...... .................... 17 
King FARUK of Egypt ................ 10, 13, 15 
Rashid Ali el GAILANI, see KAILANI 
Emil GHORI (Pal.) ................................ 35 
Salih HARB Pasha (Eg., ex-Min. of Def.) .. 14 
Taha Pasha al HASHIMI 

(Ir. ex-Min. of Def.) .......... 7, 37, 38, 40 
Ahmad HUSEIN (Eg., ex-Fuehrer, 

Green Shirts) ................................ 14, 46 
Abdul Qadir al HUSSEINI 

(Pal., Gang Leader) ............................ 35 
Haj Amin al HUSSEINI (Pal., ex-Mufti 

of Jerusalem) 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 17, 19-21, 
23,33,35,38,40,41,42,44,45,46,47 

Daud al HUSSEINI, Dr. (Pal.) ...... 7, 17, 35 
Is'haq as Salah al HUSSEINI (Pal.) .... 7, 35 
Jamal al HUSSEINI (Pal., now 

Acting Chief, Pal. Arab Higher 
Executive) .................... 7, 17, 21, 26, 35 

Muni£ al HUSSEINI (Pal.) ................ 7, 3 5 
Musa Abdullah al HUSSEINI (Pal.) .. 17, 35 
Taufiq Saleh al HUSSEINI (Pal.) .......... 35 
King IBN SAUD of Saudi Arabia .. 16, 28, 40 
Said Abdul Fattah al IMAM, Dr. (Syr.) .... 7 
Zaki al JABI, Dr. (Syr.) .......................... .. 7 
Ihsan al JABRI (Syr., Leader) .......... 10, 16 
Fadhil al JAMALI, Dr. 

(Ir., now Min. of Def.) ............. ... 31, 34 
Rashid Ali el KAILANI 

(Iraqi Quisling) .... 7, 8, 9, 10, 17, 32, 33, 
37, 38, 40, 44, 46 

Rasim el KHALID I (Pal.) ............... ....... 17 
Raif el KHOURI (Leh. &Pal.) ............... . 16 
Shukri al KUWATLI (Syr., now Pres., 

Syr. Republic) ...................... 7, 10, 16, 28 
Ali MAHER 

(Eg., ex-Prime Min.) ... ... ......... . 13, 14, 15 
Ex-MUITI of Jerusalem, 

see Haj Amin al HUSSEINI 
Tayib NASR, Dr. (Eg.) .......... ................ 17 
Fawzi QAUQJI (Leb., Gang Leader 

in Syr., Pal. & Ir.) ................ 7, 17, 35, 37 
Amin RUWEIHA, Dr. (Ir.) .......... 7, 37, 38 
Anton SAADE (Leh., ex-Fuehrer, Syr. 

Popular Party) ........... ........................ .... . 7 
Nuri SAID (Ir., now Prime Min.) 

7, 8, 35, 37, 38, 39 
Izz ad Din ash SHAW A (Pal.) ................ 35 
Saeb SHAW AK, Dr. (Ir., Dean of Ir. 

Medical Faculty) .................................. 31 
Naji SHAWKAT (Ir., ex-Min.) .... 7, 17, 40 
Riad as SULH ( Leb., now Prime Min.) .... 1 O 
Said THABIT (Ir.) .................................... 7 
Mustafa al WAKIL, Dr. (Eg., died in 

Germany) ................................ 1 7, 36, 46 
Farid ZEIN ED DIN (Syr.) .................... 10 
AkramZUAYTAR (Pal.) ............ 17, 35, 46 

•For reasons of space, a great many names mentioned in this publication have had to be omitted from the Index. In 
certain cases, variations in the transcription of proper names will be noted in the Documents, which have been 
reproduced from the original texts without any changes. These variations arc due to diff crcnccs in pronunciation 
and transcription in the various Arab countries. The abbreviations used in the Index arc as follows: Eg.-Egypt. 
Ir.-Iraq, Syr.-Syria, Pal.-Palestinc, Lcb.-Lcbanon, T.J.-T.ransjordan, Min.-Ministcr, Dcf.-Dcfensc. 
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