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Virgin Islands Civil Li~rties Committee, P. O. Box 66, 

F rederiksted St. Croix, V. I. 
Youngstown Workers Defense League, 613 Falls Ave., Youngstown, 0 . 

llay 10, l 92? • 

P.abbi Abba Hillel Silver 
105th Street a.t Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

OFFICERS 

Claoi,,,.o• 
HARRY F. Wno 

l'iu-Cli11ir•1• 
DuNCAJf McDoJIALD 

JEAl'llfl!:TTE RA111t1• 

TrtoJvrtr 

B. w. HUEBSCH 

Di,utors 
RocER N. BAL1>w111 

FORREST BAILEY 

Fitld Sur1t11r, 
LUCILLE B. M1L11•• 

Counul 
Woa.coTT H. P1T1t111 

ff' as/iini:to11 R,,r111.t11tivt 
hAIHLLE KEJIDIC 

Atton11ys 011d corr1s,o•'t•t• is 
1,ui•r ntit,. 

I take pleasure in informing you 

of yuur election to membership on our National Committee 

for a term of three years dating from April, 1927. I 

trust you will accept and will notify ue at your early 

convenience. 

Meetings of the National Committee 

occur twice a year-- one in the spring and one in the 

fall-- and are attended by New York members and others 

who find it convenient. The Executive Committee in New 

York looks to the National Committee for guidanc e in policy, 

welcomes suGgestions from individual members, and submits 

~pecial matters to the decision of a mail allot. We al.l 

of us feel that your counsel would be valuable in the 

important work we are doing. 

Sincerely yours, 

HFW:SB ~tYf~ 



y e~ r r . 

I. 

• • 

' • 

11, l 7. 

1 to t n y u 
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1 C ittee 

rt nion. 

' 
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AMERICAN~1!2L. LIBERTIES UNION 
100 Fl~1veNOE. NEW YORK CITY 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
~ast 105th St. at Ansel Road, 
~leveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

June 15, 192?. 

Thank you for consenting to serve as ·a member 
of cur National Committee. Your name will mean a great deal. 
Would you be interested in receiving the minutes of our Exec
utive Committee meetings? 

In order to bring the enclosed. pamphlet up 
to date, we would ask you to kindly fill out the questionnaire 
and return to us by return mail, if possible. 

Sincerely yours, k r,t~A= 

E 



AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 
I 00 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY 

----•as 

June 20, 1927. 

To the members of the 
National Committee. 

Dear Friends: 

At our regular meeting on Monday, June 13th, 

the Execu ive Committee adopted the following resolution: 

Resolved that it is the sense of this meeting 
t hat the American Civil Liberties Union ought to 
incorporate, subject to the approval of the Nation
al Committee. p.-~dvided, that when the vote is taken 
two-thirds of those voting shall vote affinnatively; 
and provided, further, that such two-thirds vote 
shall represent an actual majority of the National 
Connnittee membership. 

You are now asked to vote upon this proposal, 

Objections raised hitherto to incorporation 

were as follows: 

(1) That incorporation would in a measure ~estrict 
the freedom and infonnality of our action as it 
exists under our present loose fonn of organiza
tioJIL; 

(2) that the directors of the corporate entity would 
be liab)e for debts of the organization; 

(3) that the Union has not hitherto recognized the 
conditions which called it into being as permanent, 
and that th ere may be no warrant for the assump
tion of permanency that would be implied in incor
poration . 

(4) that the corporate entity would be subject to 
suits at law in the event of libel or other mis 
conduct. 



National Committee -2-

The counter arguments on these points are as follows: 

(1) A subsidiary form of incorporation could be 
devised providing for but one annual meeting 
of the directors for reorganization and per
functory business. This would leave the Union 
free to conduct its business as in the past 
with expeditious informality. 

(2) There would be no more probability of suable 
debts against the Union under corporate control 
than under the present form of organization. 
Our present £inancial system would continue, 
protected as it is by monthly statements and a 
complete annual report. The Union has never yet 
experienced an inability to pay its debts, and 
its financial condition is better at this time 
than it has c~er been in the past. 

(3) Those of us who are in the work realize more 
that the need for the ttrx-ion is likely to continue 
for an indefinite period -. If it should be found 
at any time that the need has ceased to exist, the 
corporation could be easily diss~lved& Testators 
and the founders of endo,:vments woul<l experience no 
difficulty in altering t~ei~ plans to meet any 
changes in the situation. 

(4) It is not at all likely that suits for libel 
will develop in the future any more than they have 
in the past~ All official statements by the Union 
are checked by counsel in advance if there is even 
the slightest possibility of an element of libel~ 
If the organization should be guilty of misconduct, 
it ought to be liable. 

The principal advantages of incorporation are two: 

(1) It would place the Union in a position to re~eive 
bequests. On a number of occasions the Union 
has failed to receive bequests because it was 
not incorporated •• 

(2) If it were incorporated, the Union could itself 
bring action in the courts when it finds itself 

.. ~3 1 ,_rt J It 1 i be 11 ed • 

ighly im ortant that we should have a regis t er of 

opinion o:n this question as eay•ly as possible . :Please vote on 

the card encl.osod herev1i t:-1 c.nr:l re turn in the addressed envelope ,. 

IE 



SATIOXAL C0.11.UJTTEE Free Speech Free Pre11 Free A11emblage OFFICER 

JA:SE .'\D0Alll 

1-IAll•'Y J<:utER BARNE 

HE■IIEKT S. BIGELOW 

RICHARD C. C.\BOT 

JOSEPH D. CA. NOS 

Joux • COOJIIAN 

LINCOLN Cor.coRo 

CLARt.XCE DARROW 

JA:11£ 11. D11 .LARO 

JAMES A. D NCAN 

ROBERT "'· Dt:NN 

JOHN LO\'EJOY Etl .lOTT 

EDWAllD \V. E\' AN 

American Civil Liberties Union 
100 Fifth Avenue, New York City 

Chelsea 0340 

~.31 

AFFJLlATED LOCAL CO.lJJJJTTEE 

Cludnnati idl Libertie. Committee, 4;; Darton t., Cincinnati, O 
Detroit Civil Libertie Committee, ua Dime aYing Bank Build

ing, Detroit, :Mich. 
Labor D f ire and Free speech Council of We. tern Penn -ylvanla, 

so;; Jame t., ~- S .. Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Chairman 
HAM\" F. WuD 

Vice-CAairJMn 
0A\'ID STAIIR JORDAN 

JAMES H. !.IAuua 
Jlf:I.E.S PHELPI TOICIEI 

Treaaurer 
fl. W. HL-i:BICH 

Director& 
ROGER .• BALOW!. 

FORJIE T BAILEY 

Field Secretary 
LUCILLE B. M1LNEK 

Com1sel 
"-OJ.COTT If. PITKIN 

EuZABETH GtENOO\\'F.R En:-s 

E1, 1ZABETH Gt' RI.EY Fu·:-s 

\\'ILLIAM Z. Fo TF.R 

Xew Eu~land Cid! Libertie Committee, J 20 High t., Boston, :\la. s. 

Xorthern California Branch, A.C.L.U., 461 Phelan Bldg., 
an Francisco, Cal. 

Seattle Cid I Libertle. Committee, 50 Garfield ~ t.. cattle, Wa<;h. 
uuth rn California Branch. A.C.L. .. 1022 California Building, 

Lo Angeles, Cal. 

A ftorneys and correspon
dents in lPadinu cities. 

FELIX FRAXKfTRTf.R 

ERNST FREUND 

KATE CRANE GARTZ 

X ORMAN HAPGOOD 

ARTHVR GARFIUO JI .\Y. 

:\foRRI HILLQ 'IT 

JOHN JIA\'SE HOJ, JIIES 

FREDERl C. HowE 

JA:IIE ""F.LD0:-1 JOHN O ' 

\\TJLLIA:\I H. JOHNSTON 

HELES KF.u .ER 

GEORGE \V. K1R HWEY 

JULIA C. LATHROP 

.'\GNE BROWS LEA H 

ARTHl ' ll LES ' F.l ' R 

IIENRY R. LINVJLI.F. 

HOBERT l\lOR S LO\'ETT 

:\)ARY E. l\lcl)\)wELL 

OSCAR J\fADDAl:S 

.-\SSE l\lARTJS 

. \LEXASDt. ll l\lt: tKI.EJOJDI 

llENRY R. :\k EY 

.i\. J. l\f USTE 

• COTT !\EAIIING 

\\' ALTER :'\ELLES 

FllE.lllO:-IT OLDER 

Ji;J,IA s. O'CONNOR PAKKEK 

\V1U.IA'1 PICKENS 

JEANNETTE HASKIN 

EowAllD A. Ro 

JOHN A. HYA:-1 

Jons l\t. \ ' J:,,; AYRR 

JOSEPH ' HLOSSBt:RG 

ROSE Scu:-:nor:Rllf N 

VIDA D. l'DllEll 

ABRA H11.1.m , SILl' ER 

Jous F. ISCLAIR 

CI.AIIENCE R. KIN:-IER 

EYMO 'R TEDMAN 

XoulAN :\f. THOllfAS 

EowAitD D. TJTTJIIANN 

ALBEIIT l\f. TODD 

\VJLLIAJI( s. 'REN 

0 WALD GAllllJ!!ON Vil. I.ARD 

B. CHARNEY VLADECJt 

DAVID WALI,EII TEIN 

FllANK P. WALSH 

GEORGE P. ".'£ST 

PETER WITT 

L. HOLLING WORTH Woon 

\"irgin Island Ciril Lilx-rtie. Committee, P. O. Box 66, 
F rNlerik ted t. Croix, V. I. 

Young,,town \\'orkerc; Defen e League, 613 Fall Ave., 
Youngstown, O. 

February 21st, 1928 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple; E 105 ~t. at Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi: 

As you are doubtless a are, tne reversal 
by the Tennessee S1nreme Court of the conviction of John 
Thomas gcopes was on technical grounds. There has been 
no ultimate adjudication on the constit tionality of the 
statu e under , hich the conviction ,as found. It has been 
proposed that the American Givil Libertie Union should 
interest it9elf in get ing a nited tates Su reme Court 
decision on this im ortant que tion. 

~hat makes this apnarently a pertinent 
sugge tion is the fact that numerous school boards have 
recently taken it upon them~elves to ban the teaching of 
evolution as a matter of purely local o tion. It is possible 
that a Supreme Court decision a ainst the constitutionality 
of existing statutes ould tend to check tuis practice on 
the part of local school board . . 

in vie . , 
a direct 

If e 
it e>1ld be 
a oroach to 

should spon~or an action ith thiR end 
conducted quietly and inexrensively by 
a federal court. 

~e are writing to you and a fe others to 
for a.ny CO:Y.Yf.ent or sugge tions on this gen ra.l subject. 
sh 11 be dee ly an reciative of your o inion if you ill 
us have it. 

Sincerely yours, 
--7 

.. --v 
D rector 

FB:SB 

ask 
e 

let 



eb. 24th,192 S. 

iley, 1reotor, 
erio Civil Libert a n1on, 

100 ifth .ve., 
ork, .. 

Y e 11 y:-

Per it met c no led e receipt 
of your 1 tt r of e ru r let. 

I 1 V 1 
tin th nit t Court 

as on h io h ut oritie 
h ve th p t n of 
evolution, u r the o us 
of 1 om ct serv1oe, you 
co 1 t 

to re 1n 

r ncer ly ours, 

I 



NATIONAL COJJMITTEE 

JANE ADDAMS 

HADY ELMER BAllNEI 

HEUERT S. BIGELOW 

RICHARD c. CABOT 

JOSEPH D . CANNON 

JonN S. Coo.MAN 

LINCOLN COLCOIID 

CLARE NCE DAHOW 

JAMES H. DILUIID 

JAMEi A. DUNCAN 

ROBERT w. DUNN 

JOHN LOVE.JOY ELLIOTT 

Eow .. uw W. EVANS 

ELIZABETH GLENDOWER EVANS 

ELIZABETH G URLEY FLYNN 

WILLlAl\l Z. FOSTER 

FELIX FRANKFURTER 

ERNST FREUND 

KATE CRANE GARTZ 

:NORMAN HAPGOOD 

ARTH UR GAllFIELD HAYS 

:\foRRIS HlLLQUIT 

JOHN HAYNES HoutEB 

FREDERIC C. HOWE 

JAlllES \VELDON JOHNSON 

,VILLIAlll H. JOHNSTON 

HELEN KELLER 

GEORGE \V. KIBCHWEY 

JULIA C. LATHROP 

AGNES DROWN LEACH 

ARTHUR LESUEUR 

HENRY R. LINVILLE 

RoBEllT l\Joass LovETT 

l\JABY E. McDoWELL 

OSCAR MADDAUS 

ANNE MARTIN 

ALEXANDER l\fEJKLE.JOHN 

HENRY R. MUIBEY 

A. J. MUITB 

ScoTT NEARING 

" rALTER ELLEI 

FREMONT OLDER 

J\jLIA s. O'CONNOR PARKER 

WILLIAM PICKENS 

JEANNETTE RANl[JN 

EDWARD A. Ross 

JOHN A. RYAN 

JOHN NEVIN SAYU 

JOSEPH ScHLOSSBERO 

RosE ScHNEIDEUlAN 

VJDA D. ScUDDER 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

JOHN F. SINCLAIR 

CLAllENCE R. StaNNEB 

SEYMOUR STEDMAN 

NORMAN M. THOMAS 

EDWARD D. TITTHANN 

ALBERT M. TODD 

WtLUAX s. U'REN 

OSWALD GADISON VILLARD 

B. CHARNEY VLADECit 

DAVID WALLEUTBJN 

Fa.tNlt P. WA.LIB 

GEOllGB P. WEIT 

PETO WnT 

L. HoLLING■woaTH Wooo 

Free Speech Free Pre11 Free A.11embl,age 

American Civil Liberties Union 
100 Fifth Avenue, New York City 

Chelsea 0340 
..... ,.3 

April 6,19~8. 

To me ··.1be rs c f t he 
Nat i , :1 .:-- l I; c .'Ylm i-+: t e s . 

Friends: 

The regular s ;..., ri ng meeting of the 
Nati on~l Com1ittee will t ake place on Monday, 
April 23 r d a t the Ci vi c Club , 18 ~ast 10th 
Street, at lunch eo n , 1 ? .lio Re ~orts covering 

OFFICERS 

Chairman 
H.4UT F. WARD 

Vice-C /,ainru,a 
DAVID STAU JORDAN 

JAHU H. M.tuua 
HELEN PHELl't Srom 

Trecuurer 
B. w. HUEIIICII 

Director• 
Roon N. BALDWIN 

Foaun BAn1tT 

Field Secrdat'11 
LUCILLE B. MrLNU 

Coun.el 
WoLCOTr H. PITKJN 

CLAYTON s. SPEAR 

Wa&hinqton CorreapondenC 

Attornev• and corrupon
denta '" leading citfa. 

the past year's work wil l be ma.de and our p l an s 
for the y ear will be discussed. We urge all i:1em 
bers of the Co1m1ittee living i n Ne-,,, York to be 
present. 

The following are me 11bers of t h e Nationa l 
Cornraittee whose t erms e Jq_J ire this April: J ane Ad dai1s, 
Cla rence Darro v, Robert i . Dunn, Eli zabet l G.Flynn , 
Kate Crane Gartz, Arthur G. Hays , Frederic C. Hm,e , 
James Yleld on Johnson, Agnes Brov,n Leach , l1ary E .. 
McDowell, A.J. liuste, Scott Nea ring , ~alt er Jell e s, 
William Pickens , John .h. Ryan , Jose.:.Jh, chlos sberg , 
Jobn F. Sinclair, ~dwar d D. Tittmann , 0 , wa l d 
Garrison Villa rd, Da vid Wallerstein, George ? .West 
and L.Holl i ngsworth Wood. Their places will b e filled 
either by reelection or by new nomina tions. Please 
send in the names of any persons you wish to yrop ose 
as ne w members. Please express any opinion you have 
in regard to the election or reelection of members 
of the committee to rea ch us in time for the me eting 
on the 23rd. 

( 

UlJt~J---@-~.".~-1, 

)l.~~4'-~ 
irectors. 
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NATIONAL COMMITTEE 

HAUY ELME& BAaNEI 

HEaBEaT s. BIGELOW 

RICBAIID c. CABOT 

JOHN S. CoD.MAN 

CLARENCE DAUOW 

JAMES H. DJLLAIID 

ROBERT w. DUNN 

JOHN LOVE.JOY ELLIOTT 

ELIZABETH GLENDOWER EVANI 

ELIZABETH Guau:v FLYNN 

WILLIAH Z. FOSTU 

FELIX Fll.4.NKFUATEA 

ERNST FREUND 

KATE Cll.4.NE GARTZ 

NORMAN HAPGOOD 

.Mou1s HILLQ IT 

JOHN HAYNF.S HOLlllES 

FREDERIC C. HOWE 

JAMES WELDON JOHNSON 

HELEN KELLER 

GEORGE W. KlRCHWEY 

JULIA C. LATHROP 

AGNES BROWN LEACH 

ARTH a LESUEua 

HENBY R. LINVILLE 

RoBEAT Moass LovETT 

MARY E. McDowELL 

ANNE MilTIN 

ALEXANDER MEIKLE.JOHN 

HENBY R. MUSSEY 

A. J. MusTE 

COTT NEARING 

WALTER 'ELLES 

FREMONT OLDER 

JULIAS. O'CONNOR PARKER 

WILLIAM PICKENS 

JEANNETTE RANKIN 

EnWA1lD A. Ross 

JOHN A. RYAN 

JOHN NEVIN SAYU 

JOSEPH SCHLOSSII.EAO 

ROSE ScHN£IDERMAN 

VIDA D. Scuoou 

ABBA HILLEi. SILVER 

JOHN F. SINCLAIR 

Cr.AllENCE R. SK.INNEA 

'oRMAN M. THOMAS 

EDWARD D. 1'JTTIIANN 

ALBERT M. ToDD 

WILLIAM s. U'REN 

OSWALD GARRISON VILLARD 

B. CHARNEY VLADECIC 

DAVID WALLERSTEIN 

Fll.4.NI[ P. WAUD 

GEORGE P. WEST 

PETEil Wm 
L. HoLLINc1wollTH Wooo 

.. 

Free Speech Free Pre88 Free A88emblage 

American Civil Liberties Union 
100 F'afth Avenue, New York City 

Chelaea 0340 

..... ~a, 

Members of the National Committee 

Friends: 

The elections of last June resulted in 

OFFICERS 

Chainnan 
lhnv F. WAIID 

Vke-ClaairJMn 
HELEN PHELPS Sro11:.a 

DAV1D STAU JOIIDAN 

JA11Es H. MAuua 

Treaaurer 
B. W. HuEascu 

Director, 
Roen . BALDWIN 

FORJl£8T BAILEY 

Field Becrdarr, 
LUCILLE B. MILNE& 

Counael 
ARTHUR GARFIELD ffAYI 

Washington Rem-e,entati,ie 
C1.AYT0N S. SPEAa 

A ttorneya and corre,po,a.. 
dent, in l ading citiea. 

the choice of the foll~wing persons who may be 

added to the National Committee as vacancies occur: 

Charles F. Amidon 
Edwin M. Borchard 
Zechariah Chafee, Jr. 
Edward p. Costigan 
John Dewey 
Hubert C. Herring 

All nominations received from committee 

members were carefully consldered. The names finally 

submitted for tue ballot were only those of persons 

to wnom no marked objection was raise~~ Of those 

finally declared elected there was none opposed by 

more than one vote. 

Under Article 3 of the By-Laws, which pro

vides for the election to the Executive Committee of 

a limited number of :persons not members of the National 

Committee, Miss Anna Rochester has been made a member 

of the Executive Committee, subject to confirmation 

by the National Com.nit\ee at the next election. 

SB 



American Civil Liberties Union 
100 Fifth Avenue 

New York City 

Monthl,, Bulletin for Action 

:--OTE : 

We ask the oror.1ot r r opera tion of ,,11 to whom this Pu1letin 

comes. 0 ~ ~~t ional camnaipns are effective to t~e devree i n ~ich 

thev are backed up h rrroups arid indi riduals all over he countrv , 

acting at the s!1me tl e. Remember th'1.t lett rs to T")Uhl ic officials 

and to n(;' ,; s PRDers a re our he s t mea!!s of nr ooag.- nda. Fvervone of 

them r onnts. Please ad 1ri se us of the .!-"1Ction ,rou tnke. 

l·1A Y 1ST Dr- :'O!!STH IOi S 

There ie dR.nuer of more serio 1s di~ord~r on M~y 
occurred in the 1~rch 6th unemnlored demonstr~tions 
fr~ends act R.t on~e to ore 1rent nttack~ hv t-.he nolice 
led meet in(!' s a nrl 'la r~1de s. 

Dav t~an 
nles~ o 1r 
on the Commu 

me ur e o 1r frienrs i ever r c ty, hr-ite rer hape ~ner1 on M8rch 
f;th , to find out no-r ' 'here the r.o >Yunist P9.rty "1T'onoses to ho1 d 1 tP 

street meetinrr or n°rade o_ r·-, 1 ,,_ ,. , qnc1 ,hen to see thP officials, 
urging them to rrrP-nt permits hf~'re required. r,'~ren ,here the Com
munists refuse t,o RSk f or ne1111 i ts the of J' icinls can raj_ re th· t 
technicality if t e:r v,r ish. ~ rp-e of:!:'ici::ils no . ,o alre 'l ~ r1isola v 
of force . Ha Te th. Pm instr ~ t the po 1 i c e on l. r to A. lre a r. 'e st C, in 
case of violqtions of law. 

If these ne~otiAtions with t he qut·,oritie .. f il, qnro1nre th!1t 
disinterested .ritnesses ·.rill attend thP eE.tinp:s to ant evir1ence for 
civil and crimin':ll actions [lC7'1innt oolice 1~~.,1e::.~n8ss . ')ffer ubllc
ly in adv- nee to t ~ke any cas V'h:i. ch a. 1 nri~e . 

In some cities it ao~ears thnt veterfl.ns' orri:"•n izntions are rroinS 
to hold counter -demons t rations on r.. ')_r Da r . T J i , nrovoca tlue of 
disorder Bn,1 viol.ence. If s,J.ch nlans are bein~ m·"'de i our city, 
steos oup-ht t,o te t-:ike to see that t e ir de onstrq ion is as f r 
remove d ns oossible in hour ~na. nla ce from t.hE' Co . unist de . onstrat
ion. 

Wi e the n~tional office collect if you neer1 cooperBtion or 
itstructions. Please act i mmediatelyt 



~ulletin fo~ fac ti0n ... ~.!, . ()"(' 
• • .J -· • - .L. ' ..L ... • 

CIT TZF S~ IP :"D 1· ?AC IF IST S 

The Hou8~ :r1,,,ivr ... tion Com:nittE-e ~c·ntirn .... , s to hold uo n. h ri. rin.&r 
on the issue of qdmi~t~nrr to cit~ze 3~lf con~cj~~~~o~s objeetora to 
Vfar. A L1_1 introdu...,ed by Eoprescntat-.i re Anthcny J. Griffin of Ne,,· 
York is pe ndi nv:, H. rl 3547, ,,fhile this bi 11 does not di rec tl-y qdmit 
alien objectors to citizenship it can ea.Si.LY be n ended to L~o so .. 

Letters or telegrams should be sent at once to Albert Johnson, 
cha:irman, House Lnr1i,r.:ration Com-,,ittee, "'ashinp-r,on, urging a hearing 
on H.R.3547. 

J<.~EP UP THE FI0-R'i. ON f LIEN RFC1 IS'l:R' TI N 

SJnator Bl ease's bill providinr- for a voluntAry svc-•tem of rer
istratior! of aliens h~s ·just been reoor-ted f8.voratly to th 0 , en., c. 
It can be ki 1.1 ed by ~ virr0rous campaign of nrotest ap-ainst q y and 
all forms of r c0·isterinrr al5.cins. Wr ite or wirf your Senators oro
testing S!t8.inst th(. O0.'"'snr:c of ·~.1278. Send lett .rs to vour local 
papers. Sec th (°': ;·r1 it0Ps. 1~o t -r. -- so1utions ::)doptfd by orp-anJ:,;ations 
and renort tha-r ,o thr nrcss. _t ct now. - -----

, bill -..rovi0 · n~ for ri cor.r , i.ssion to fltudy the uuriirersal dr8.tt" 
for the next war has na ss d th l, -r.:;;01J ~o of I·.r· o-resonta t.i ~1cs qnd is 
before the ~'.1:; n r., t e . It i ~ br-lc ,( : d , the: Amo ric ,, n TJe gion and ~111cd 
orga ni zn t ions. 

While th( bill hn.d some of its tc '-~ th knocker o ,.t hv an amend-
ment nroh.i.b itinp the commission from consid ._ rinn- the conscrintion 
of labor, it is nc (•rt~•1.. l i" s::-· d!:\.ne"c.rous to tri1~c nny !·tco toir.r rd a 
"universa l dra ft". "· rite vour scn·--torf- opnosin .,. TTJ i-{oc:-.251& SJ Res.145. 
Tell th(;m what you think about waJ' crcoarqtions, n !'l' pnrtic, . .J..arly 
conscri tion. 

STQ THr, IJ~ P IY PARTT•~E NT 'S ANT.:. ··RE:, 3TT'l'FP l 

The Unite~ Stat(,s Dnnn r t r1 c.. nt of Labor nvo-'l.r l'..· ntly sanctions the 
art i vi ti8 s of one ChPt r l e(;' ,...., ; ' or~, r). n PJ!C nt of th• r=·ureau of Con-
c ilia tion, who ~ns for nonths b l~ n sin~ ~is nff~ Ci9l oo. it ion to 
attack radicals. 

Ho hounded} ic,s Ellen Da~ s n, l ~ft-v,ring stri{"8 l cn.dor, tryinp
to ct her citizonshi rr.vol-rcc, ho cnuso of h(.r ctiviti , s; h t -- st
ificd tn court in ·~rookly th,.., t. he ,. cl risE-d ?.. n omo loyer to rt.· k !l 

contract :r:l.th Q l .ft-,,:tng unjon; h e ~nncr.r r d puhl clv in Co -r,is • 
loner of Polio0 '1hnl en'~ 0f i'i r.c to , ndorsE: "1.i tro ng--arm m t } 1 o s 
ap-ainst Communi st s; and he 11-, s .iust publishc d n. hook roco 1ntlnp-
hi s ox p 1 o it s in at , -: c kl nP' c • • c 11

T1'l c !1 '"l. c 8 of , he r d s " . 

The Civil Li'1erti- ~ 1·.:..on 11:-1s n. r"".n <oo n-t ·, ood be r emoved. 
~ack up th6 U .ion r ···ri tin--~ to J!lm - ... ,J • . " • s, 8( crct0 .. of L0 or, 
WA.shino-ton, 'lSkinn- F·oocfTs~~o 1 c • .L '1r7 -;;-- r1~hir- acti vi ti. ,_.s 'ls 
imoroper. ,;.r ri t <.; ,_-rour o,;•n st nr.i..0 1 ... s q f:· inrr t , t (': to tak· up the 
matter. 

0 () 0 



r. ERit.l.N CIVIL LI1'ERTITS UNION 
101 Fifth ~v~nue 

Hew York City 

. INUTES of the ~eetintT of the 3o~.rd of Directors held . . onda. y., 
A'J'ril 21,1g~c, l P.r'1. at the Civic Club, 18 Eqst 10th Stre0t, New 
York Citv. Present: 1essrs. · 'ard , Bailey, Baldwin, Barnes., Frank, 
Hays, Lin vi l le 1 Schlossberg, T'1.omas, .,rs. •Tilner 8nd ass.Flynn. 
By Invitatior.: Aldrich Blake , Travis Clements and Leon ArA.ten, 

1. The minutes of the p1•cvious rneetinp; '"ere !l.Porovcrl c • .... ent 
Ollt. 

2 • . nnua 1 meeting. 

(a) ThE: followinP.membcrs of thC' }19.tJ.onal r.ommittco , 
whose terms 6·-oire qt th.is time, Vl'ere rr:- elrctcn for thrre .rcn.rs: 
Harry Elmer i-: rr:cs,. erbert s. Bip.:elow, Richard C. Cahot, Frn t 
Freund, orris r-lillquit , • 0oorge l~•r . Yirchwey, Julia c. Lathro'P, 
t..rthur LeSe'.ler , Henry R. I.ir .. viJ.le, Alexander .1eikle,1ohn , Julia 
c•connor Parvcr, Jeannette R~nkin , Vida D. 8cudder , Abba Hillel 
Silver, · Albert . Tod. 

Tric question of rc-eluctin.P' ,,,ilJiam ~ . Foster was 
lqid on the t!"lrlo, o c r.r1ir- ,-r r.or..fcroncc ·1 it1-1 him to dctc:r inch.is 
wi h€- s, th ( undors tr.i.ndi nf! 1~, oi n rr mcnn rr 11 le t hq t ric is s ti 11 R member 
of the Committco . 

Amos inchot ,..,_s el e ct ·d to the Com .i ttce for three 
years. 

honds:1.v, ~'.ay 5, was dt •Sip-r.r1.tf.ct for thr· consid r r.!ltion 
by th(; Soard of B.0<1 .L tional nomin0c s 1' r the Comrnl ttce. 

(t) Prr.sc;r.t mornbcrs of thr o, rd of rdrcctors ere dc
clR.rcd r e -~lcctcd for t0rms accordino- to th e ir clr~~,.. _if. cA.tion as 
mombers of th< . JR.tionn. Committee . ':1hcv arc th., f o lle1vrinP-: 
Forrc st ?a ilcy , Ro ~- r B'l ld'J 1in, Harrv Elmer _-=- rn, 8-1933 , Ro e, rt 
Dur.n - 1931 , ~-o ris 1'. rnst-1932, ,ri A.ltcr 'F'rA.nk-1~~2 , r rth,.1r Garfic ld 
Hays-1931, 0.,~1 .B.1c:tsch-1932 , nuhc rt C. t.rc r!'ing-1o;sc.., John H yn s 
Bolmc s - 1 g3s·, qcnr~r R. Lir .. v il J. c -1933, Ro hort r • orE 3 Love tt-1932, 
Lucillf E . ~til~c r, "illi'lm NurJn-193 2 , Joscoh ~;chJos~b( rg-1931, 
Jor A.r: 1:'ho ns - 19~2 , Hrir~ .r • ,;·,.,rd - 1~32 , '•mos Pinc' 1 ot - 19:7>3 . 

( ) _\.ic 9 nr!UPl m , c t.tn(T '1.0 ,iou-r•n r d in orn , r hi'.\ , .. h. Po ., , 
of Dir ctors mlp-ht nrocc c d imr>1· dit:t tf lv t the. cloction of off' ccrs 
of the corporntion. 

3. Th< ··.o"'rd of Dirc.,cr.ors re-cl ·ctf, r1 th e nrcsrnt. offlc.cr~ • 
thr coroorntior., "S fo:ilor.·s: t-rn ·rv F . t ,!1.rrl , Cly:,;_rmrin: -r •. l c n P'-lclc. 
Stokes , Jqmcs H . !J. U .. r 0 nr Frc( pir)nt () ld r r, Vicc-Cri9.iY'Yl" r n· on'" • 
BucbPch , ':.1rcnsurcr; Ho.a-e r ~T . r n] r\rr in , D Y'lr+.or ; Porrc.st 'Pqi.} c y, 
ir0ctor rind S,:-. crc t 0 r .. - . 

4. (a) ?he Fol'.\ rrt no ,1 o th, t ,., r r \ n t s h ( , n r , elir ct. (· -
twe( n th ·; r. OmJTluni st~ R rr1 t,1 . Polle -~ r' r ,-~.,: ,,. J.. C ~ .q y D0 V d t' Mon 
strq tors vuill be o, r""1it < d to ris -c. n, ] • f .rst nt R.1tp.: t rr. Sc-urtrc to 
hold a m ·, , tinP- .11. .n to or1 r 0 6, t C' TTr ion ·· ou'"lr l. ~nrl.. r oo1ic c orotr.ct 
ion to hold t~ • ir de onstrntion nt 3 o' clock . 



i nut s 

( ) l'l"r . 1 '1.. 7 ., r ner~ 4'. .enm~l6-t.ie!'\ -of ur ~o11rfl. io s to 
uC·ti t ion the ft.Do ,11 . t c- Divi ion to::-- tri , o ---t ·r of Chi of ity A. 

tr .q_ tc icA do0 . 

(c) The So rd no c, t ,..,t, it hPd bocom , r.cc~ss'1r t 
:=tb!"l n do n t he orosrc ltion of chcir cs P ~,..,i st, ir.ri v1 dun.l Dolir of' ·ir r~ 
in rhose C!l.S( S (, rinP'S rrcrc l .d tDri. J ), 1•1 in~ 0 t .' f~il r, of 
CC1Ml'll.1nmta r1nci witnesses to i c1 r, tify th( offj ccrs comnl'1inr d '1_0-n inrt . 

5 . Th. ;,o,..,r11 notr rl t,h · t ,hr 7-<- l l, ,..,_sc ill f0 t , c-cr .ifi c ~" 
ti o n of qlicn h 0 d r e;n pn.sscd ' nril 18 v th r Sr n,.,1-: 1it"ho t roll -
c n.11 , ut th ri hr c· ri sure hri a be . n o rd c r -· d for re - c or.~ i d< r 0 ti 1 !'.l.nd 

Pl~ccd on th0 c~1 cnd'lr . 

6 . Th( _ o'lrd '"'' thorizcd the ~o dinP' of n. rlc lopri_ tion to t ~ 

Prc·sid< t o u r p-c his fu r th e r consid · r'lti on of t. t . '1tt;r r of res or-
1 n P' c i ri 1 r i r:,: ht-, s t o c r so n s c on vi ct c rl u rt c r th r ' ,.., - ti m • c s n i o ~" rr 

n e ts . 

7 . Th< -1 0" rd r .. o tc d th f "f firm 'lr..c c 
Circuit Co rt n Philna1lDhir of thL o r d . r 
o f John 'in.nolcsn.r.yi !l.nc1 r ( cord ( il i ts .lf r> s 

r;. i t cd Stn. t, c fs Su Dr ( . C 01.:r t . 

y the 1 r ri it c d . t'"' t , s 
V!l C n. ti nf the C i i z G c:, hip 
f,., rorin .._ nr;. none n. l t he 

8 . On rccommcnd".tion of th< dire ctors , sunnor tutl y,, 
pr escnt'Ltion h .. r. Vn.1 c r.t:i. 'L d Mr . 11iovrinitti , th; Pori_rd nuthoriz r' 

the form~tion of '"'n indcor~dont co.mi ttc c for th our os c of ~dvoc
n.t i n~ le fTiSl!"ttion to 1;~t,..,__h1 is th o rinri lr of the "rip-\', of 
a sylum " for ooliticnl cxilr. of ot .< r co·1rtric s in th0 ,.ni.,~q. Stt::1t< 
The dirE:,ctors , r e' instr 1ctc:rl to confc. r 11 i h ' c; sr . 0iovr>ni ti , 
VRlt n ti qnd ustc to this end . 

9 ; The· issuqr.cc of n. st" cmc nt or. ,h e sr rr . ... c sc 1t 
imoo ~f tl on 'illiri. z . For,tcr ri .cl, thr>(' ls fn'Jr ns~oci"t f' 
the· con vir tion f oi1nd i:i ~ j ns +- t11 \ :-1' i c oLr.c r'. , iorJ. rr i 1" , 1 .- v -

,TRrc h 6th . 

cos 
1rdcr 
~ of 

10 . o:rmnr. T om'lC' r l nort c rl or ,h r n-ood · 111 fir:idlo S t 0 tion 
o f D 1 ,roit n.nrl h rridio l c; ct.1r \.,.. of F" hrr Co1~p- lin r> . qc ·in(T li -
c r qls qnrl rndicri s ~ 'J·h c· Bo!)rn "..prc 1 d ,,tt ·· r . . 0 rig thrit; 1 fri_,,, _ 

lt:)t i on to enforce th r nri~ciol c of friir ol~y int r hro0 rl c 0 ~tinv of 
c ont, r ovcrsiql , tt; c r . ( l'.;ms to ht rlcs ir~h c , 0.r~d r f c· rr d ,h , m, t r r 

t o r. Frri<'lt for r c co d'"ltion . 

O O O 



AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 
100 FIFTH AVENUE. NEW YORK CITY 

Rabbi Abba H.Silver, 
Ansel Rd . 
Cleveland,Ohio 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

June 18 1 1930 

Mar:y cf the most seriou vjolation .::, of th~ ·uarant e~s 
of civil lib0rty uring t!'ie past ten y ... ars have ~rcwl'i out of 
increased use of injunctio s . A jud e can declare practic
ally any act illebal , cite f or contempt a p0rsotl vi0lati~ 
his order and then pass s ent ence , actin as ro~e~utor , 
judge and jury . 

While the chief abuse of t .~.i.., power of the courts has 
occurred in labor disputes , it hc:;8 een u....,ed t o j1il editors 
criticizing court orders and decisions . In the e11f orcement 
of prohibition, too , these summary procesP.e.;-; are invoked in 
place of ordinary criminal ros ecuticr!.s ,,i tl trial y jury . 

To he lp curtail these (·owin~ powers of the curts , tle 
Civil Lib r iies Union has cons t i tut d two c nuni tte 0 s , -- one 
dealin6 vi th injunctions in labor disput , ... P. only, t~ .. c ot er 
with contempt of court in relation t o the press and the en
forcement of judge-made law. 

We are asking several hundred p o le th 01lt)1ou ~he 
country interestei ir thes 0 i~ ~ueo , or i n onP or t~e ot}e1 
of them , to join t hr:-se comni tt cs. 1'' C'1 y ligation • 'ill 
be to pass on matters of _p clicy by mail. We r. . . Eld your _ e 
by serving on both committees but e sl1aJ _ be 6 ] ad to hu,ve 
you se:cve on oue or the other . The \ ork of :ot 1 mmittees 
will be in c1:ar6e of a small grou1 of la , yers nere in f! e ""I 

'ork , r sponsibl e tn the executive committe9 vf t he Urion , 
an directed by Dr . Alexanc.er Fl · i sher , ,,.ho Las vvlun tee ··~d. 
his services to do this job. 

Th e i:ractical ta kv al.t·a.l a.1 ·3 : (1st) tr1e or{:;a 1i~ a-::.ion 
c.• a nation-wide cam aig:n to suppr, t tr:: 6micraJ _princi_pJ 0s 
of the anti - injun0tion bill new re c1r.-~ tl:e s 1iat 1: , 1-td tc 
ad1oca t~, similar state le~islation ; (21·u) to d.ra ·t b t I f : d.
eral and. stat0 statut s aimed at limitind t e pcv-~r .. f jv.~gcs 
t • sent nee f or contempts not committee:. i t:b..e res cr:ce c f 
the court. 

Would yo be JOod enoub1 tc 
venience on th enclosed card? I 
decision until y ou see the list u· 
be glad to send it. 

refly at y our e . ly 1nr 
you prefer t o dcf~r 
a ceptan~ s , NR will 



AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 
I 00 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY 

July 16, 1930, 

To those vrho acc~pted on the committees 
on Injunctions, or Coptempt of Court, 
or boi_;h. 

Friends: 

You will be as gratified as we are with the re
sponse to our letters inviting service on committees to 
h~lp revise the law relating to injunctions and contempt 
of court. 

To date -we have received almost three hundred and 
~ighty acceptances as you will note by the enclosed list. 
We will be happy to have from any of you further suggest on, 
of pex-son;:; lnt.erested in these issues whose names would add 
weight to the list already obtained. 

You are doubtless aware that the Senate bill aim
ing to re~trict inj".Ulctions was reported unfavorably to the 
Senate by the Judiciary Committee on a divided vote of 11 to 
7. It. will come up again in December. In the meanwhile 
efforts ~h0uld be made to change the views of certain of the 
senators who voted against the bill and. to reach all senators 
while they are at home. 

We ask all those who have accepted on this committee 
to be good enough to get in truch with their 01:m senators by 
letter or personal call to sound out their views in regard to 
this proposed legislation. We would appreciate your advising 
us what you learn. 

With appreeiation, 

Sincerely yrurs, 

(a_,._1~:?'~ 
Secretary. 



NATIONAL COJI.JllTTEE 

BEULAH AMIDON 

CHAaLEI F. AMIDON 

HADY Eun:a BAllNU 

HEIIBEIT S. BIGELOW 

EDWIN M. BollCRAIID 

R1cHA11D C. CABar 

JOHN S. CoDIIAN 

CLARENCE DAUOW 

JOHN DEWEY 

JAMES H. DrLLAllD 

ROBERT w. DUNN 

SHERWOOD EooY 

ELIZABETH GLENDOWER EVASI! 

JOHN F. F1NEn'T 

ELIZABETH GUIILEY FLYNN 

WALTER FRANK 

FE1.1X FIIANKFURTEll 

ERNST FREUND 

KATF. C■ANK GARTZ 

NORMAN HAPGOOO 

POWE.RS HAPGOOD 

THOIIAI W. HAIDWIC'lt 

HuBEIT C. HERRING 

MORRIS HILLQVIT 

JOHN HAYNES H01.MF.8 

FuwEuc C. HoWE 
JAMF.8 Wtt1.00N JOHNSON 

DoSOTBY KENYON 

Gv.oamt W. K1RCHWKY 

JOHN A. LAPP 

JUI.IA C. LATHROf' 

AONF:S DROWN LKACR 

ARTHUR LF.Sutma 

HENllY R. LINVll.1.S 

IloBUT MoRSs I .ovF.TT 
Mav E. McDowr;u. 
ANNE MARTIN 

ALUANDl!ll MElltLE.JOBN 

HKNRY ll. MUISKY 

A. J. Mutmt 

W ALTEll N1:u.a 
W11.1.u11 L. NUNN 

J LIA S. O'CoNNOR PARllE■ 

W1u.u11 P1cKBN• 

AMOS PJNCHcn' 

JF.ANNF.TTK lhNIIUN 

ANNA ROCHEIITBll 

EowARll A. Rou 
El.BUT RUUBLL 

,JOHN A. RYAN 

.JOHN NEVIN SAYH 

WJLLUII 8cAa1.BTT 

Jos11rB ScBL081BEIIO 

VIDA D. Sctmon 

ADA HILLIIL SILftll 

JOHN F. SINCLAlll 

CLAUNCB R. S1t1NNR■ 
, ORMAN M. TROIUI 

EowAIID D. TITrllANN 

ALnn M. Tooo 

MILLIE R. Ta ll■ULL 

WU.LIAII s. U'RsN 
0.WALD GARRISON Vnum 
D. CRAIINff VLADl!ICll 

DAVID WAl,LEUTIUN 

GEoRoa P. Wur 
PETE■ WITT 

L. HoLLINO woRTR Wooo 

Free Speech Free Press Free Assemblage 

American Civil Liberties Union 
100 Fifth Avenue, New York City 

TOmpkbaa Square e-4330 

~•38 

June 22, 1931. 

To Our Friends in Ohio: 

OFFICERS 

CAairaaft 
HAIIIY F. WAD 

Vice-CAoinMtl 
HELEN PRELN 8To1ta 
J AMEi H. MA.um 
FRUIONT 0LDD 

Treanrer 
8. W HUUICR 

Director, 
Roon N. Buown, 
Foaun BAtLff 

Cotenael 
ARTHUR GARFIELD HAYI 

Mou11 L. EaNn 

Ruearcll, Burela'lf 
L CILLS B. MtLND 

Waahinuton Counael 
EDMUND D. CAMPBELL 

A ttorne11, and corrupo,1-
dent, in leading citiel 

It is somewhat late to be approaching you in 
this matter, but we believe you will still be effective 
if you will act on our suggestion. We propose that you 
send, each of you, your individual protest against the 
summary dismissal of Dr. Herbert A. Miller from the 
faculty cf Ohio State University. 

You are probably familiar with the circum
stances. Dr. Miller has a long and honorable record as 
a sociologist and an educator. His standing in his 
field is one of eminence. But because of complaints 
alleged to have been made four years ago by parents 
against his teachings on interracial and domestic re
lations, and because of a speech he made in Bombay in 
1930 expressing sympathy with Mahatma Gandhi, Dr.Miller 
has been notified by the Board of Trustees that his 
contract is not to be renewed. Absolutely no other 
reasons than these were given. 

It would be difficult to point to~ more 
flagrant violation of academic freedom. 

We hope ever~ ~riend of the 
Liberties r ni on Pill a.11~ , i. s nrotes t 
numbers that r.ave alrcadv been sent. 
letter to --

Pmcri~an Civil 
to the great 
Addre~s your 

The Board of Trustees and 

'· 

The President of Ohio State University, 
Columbus, Ohio. 

Sincerely yours, 

d'lM,o.-t--13 " ~,. L c; 
Director. 



OFFICERS 

WALTER M. NELSON 
CHAIRMAN 

HON.JAMES I. ELLMANN 
VICE·CHAIRM AN 

MARY ROSENTHAL 
TREASURER AND CORRES· 
PONDING SECRETARY 

FRED J. SCHUMANN 
RECORDING SECRETARY 

HON PATRICK H . O"BRIEN 
CHAIRMAN OF LEGAL COMMITTEE 

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 
[DETROIT BRANCH ) 

CK AVE~ 

etr it, 
:Je C' • l' 

'l'".,b i :iil el 0il r, 

C e e 1 • • n , O• • o . 

ea er : 

u n • c r o l n t o '-"' ~ o l r ··;el '<no ···n int e e :::--
in s·-. eg!.la.rc in and ex ,en. ion o'"' t.1e rie:: s o~- ree 
s n e e ch , I : "'1 c al i n ; to yo u· ':it en + i on •. i ,. n • 
i n t i c a ·.ts e ... hi ch ,, ~ • 1 o n i n ~ .. e : r i t r e ,., e . t 1 n ~ 
,.. .1. i ch • e ,. re no·· d e :' en i n ~ a • cN i n s t 1) o ~ s i _ e 
re on on. 

I'"'. ,rver re~din ~ ' 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

CAROLINE PARKER 
CHAIRMAN 

MOS ES L . WALK E R 

ETHE L R. V OR CE 

A. G. MEZERIK 

NICHOLAS V. OLDS 

WALTER M. NELSON 

HON JAMES I ELLMANN 

MARY ROSENTHAL 

FRED J . SCHUMANN 

ry 

.. o 1 •11i h .1."0 ex ress O'lr o T c':.re tl 
t o t 11.e o • .. r. , o .r· ~ , 1 c ~ .. , i on , it ,i ,1.~ 
•ei~'-1.t in in 1·1en 'in•CJ .1 ,., 

""orces o,.. reE,.ction ···hich 
·o • i 

ro· 
eir 

ver. , e 
i z in.. on 

tj on, ·.nd re·•. ·e~enL ... o(-,,i ,ion 
. co v'"' '.i.C'~er 0 

C . c-:; 1'00"'1. 

'"i 1-1out do ibt , i --~i _ _ er e 'd~ ::i. 

e Co .ln+ry. I .. ·~ e Jrerer1e t or ,.,--.. ny ' .er v 

es '°' 'l 1· n m ni n·· o 1resen rer:iil<- , ion ·, e SlCC .. -, t 

r e O"'1. o-r s ee • 1 •··i re·1 t enco·1r· e 1 l , •. 

e e· t no·1 10 ll he • i~heb.rtenin; lo" o C''.l e 
in ·r"'J.ien . 1e b. '1. ~o stron~:ly )e ie"'! e . 

~.J irP Pinr-ere r, 

, #~~41.,,,,,...._..,,~ 
••~J. 1 rA, 

f, • • 
.,(\,• :.J A ,J. 

" ••• if there i any principle of the Con titution that more imperatively call for attachment than any other, it i the principle of free thought-not 
free thou ht for tho e ho agree with us, but freedom for the thou&'ht that we hat . " Ju tice Oliver Wendell Holme , U. S. Supreme Court. 





NATIONAL COMMITTEE 

CHARLBS F. AMIDON 

HARRY ELMBR 8AltNBS 

HBRBBRT s. 81GBLOW 

EowIN M. BoRCHARD 

R1cHARD C. CABoT 

JoHN S. CooMAN 

CLARBNCB DARROW 

JOHN DBWEY 

JAMI!$ H. DILLARD 

RoBERT W. DUNN 

SHERWOOD EDDY 

ELIZABETH GLENDOWER Ev ANS 

JoHN F. F1NBRTY 

ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN 

WALTER FRANK 

fELIX FRANKFURTER 

ERNST FREUND 

KATE CRANE GARTZ 

NORMAN HAPGOOD 

PowERS HAPGOOD 

HUBERT C. HERRING 

MoaR1s H1LLQUIT 

JoHN HAYNES HoLMBS 

FREDERIC C. Hows 

JAMES WELDON JOHNSON 

GEORGE w. K1RCHWBY 

JoHN A. LAPP 

JULIA C. LATHROP 

AGNES BROWN LEACH 

ARTHUR LESUEUR 

HENRY R. LINVILLE 

RoBERT Moass Lovl!TT 

MARY E. McDowELL 

ANNB MARTIN 

ALEXANDER MEUCLBJOHN 

HENRY R. MussEY 

A. J. MuSTE 

WALTER NELLES 

WrLLJAM L. NUNN 

JULIA s. O'CONNOR PARKER 

WILLIAM PICKENS 

AMos PrNcHOT 

J £ANNETTE RANKIN 

EDWARD A. Ross 

ELBERT RUSSELL 

JoHN A. RYAN 

JOHN NEVIN SAYRB 

WILLIAM SCARLETT 

JosEPH ScHLOSSDERG 

VroA D. ScuDDBR 

ADDA HILLEL SILVER 

JOHN F. SINCLAIR 

CLARENCE R. SKINNER 

NORMAN M. THOMAS 

EDWARD D. T1TTMANN 

MILLIE R. TRUMBULL 

WILLIAM s. U'RBN 
OSWALD GARRISON VrLl,ARD 

B. CHARNEY VLADBCIC 

DAVID W ALLBRSTEIN 

GEORGE P. WsST 
PBTBR Wm 
L. HoLLINGSWORTH W 00D 

Free Spttch Frtt Prtss F rce Assemblage 

American Civil Liberties Union 
100 Fifth Avenue, New York City 

TOmpkhu Square 8-4330 

To the members of the 
Nation~l Committee, 

Frien.ds: 

ai1ua ry 16 , 

OFFICERS 

Chttirmdn 
HARRY F. WARD 

Viu-C httirnun 
HELEN PHELPS STOKB& 
)AMES H. MAURER 
FREMONT 0LDl!R 

Trtttsurtr 
B. w. HUEBSCH 

Directors 
RoGER N. BALDWIN 
f-oRREST BAILBY 

Counsel 
19 3~iTHUR GARFIELD HAYS 

MORRIS L. ERNST 

Rtuttrcl, Stcrtl.try 
LUCILLE B. MILNBR 

iv ashmg/011 OUlll(l 

EoMUND D. CAMPBBLL 

Attorneys dnd corrtspon
dt11ts in ltttding cities 

This is our first direct communication to 

you for sor.1e ti ·11e for the simple reason that there 

was no matter of policy on which we ~eeded the vote 

of ~e□bers of the committee. T~o matters of policy 

.1.10'.".' come befo re you, on which 'He asl{ an e:~~.Jression 

of your op i :1 i o a : 

1. '"'ubsidiary orsanizc.tio:ns 

For some time it he.s b ce:i1 t~1e policy of the 
Union, ~hen a special piece of ~erk nee ed to be do~e, 
to organize subsidia~J conm1i ttees theoretically i !1de
pendent of U~ion direction. The ~ark has been .01e ·n 
our office, but tie committees have mede their own de
cisions a~d have appealed for public support on the 
basis of their own speci&l vork. The theory in set
ting up t:1ese inde,ende 1t orgc.:'lizations 1·1e. s that the~r 
:ould e~list support which the Civil Libert ies tnion 
itself could ~ot e. list a~d ~hich freed from identi
fication with our other ,ark t~e jou they had in hand. 

But c. f eeli:1g as 'uee:1 _;row inc; • n our board 
thc. t \"Ji th tl e gro•,-1th of these subsidiary orga.1izatio•1.:. 
the Union.'s activities heve become too much diffused 
e.i1d have left the i, ain or 0 anize.tio:1 too exclusively ~-~'1 
t~e field of defe~se in the courts &nd therefore too 
much i dentiiied ~i th defense of radical c~ses. The 
Board of ~irectors has therefore resolved, subject to 
your approval 

"l To change thG relation betneen our present 
subsidiary organiz:1tio:1s ai1d ourselves so that 
ultimate control ~ill lie in the Bo~rd of Direc
tors of' the Ci vi 1 Li be1·t i es u~-iio:1, ref erring to 
these subsidicry organizations cases, policies 
an~ other issues es they cowe up. 
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11 '1:his e.pplies to the Comm1 ttee on La or Injunc vions, 
the National Council on Freedom from Censorship, the National 
Mooney-Billings Committee a:1d the Committee on Academic Free
dom. 

11 2. To see to it that these subsidiary orgat1izations 
described as directly connected with the American 
Civil Liberties Union as parts of it, and that in 
publicity of any sort the connectio1 of the Ci~il 
Liberties Union be made clear." 

Will you be good enough to indicate on the enclosed 

card whether or not you are in agreement with this new policy? 

2. Religious and educational freedom 

Last spri:.-ig vie got out e. pamphlet entitled "The Gag 
o:-i Teaching" which covered all the legislative restrictioi'!S 
on schools and colleges during the past decadea That pam
phlet aroused col1side able criticism on the grounct that cer
tain of the issues were not our concern 2.nd that others did 
~ot involve minority or individual rights, but educational 
policy. 

Our board , canvassing these objections , has agreed 

(1) Thet we have no concern Dith Bible-reading in the 
schools e;'cepting \11he,1. it is compulsory, and that 1 ts 
interest for us in that situation depends upon a clear 
showi~G in specific iDstances tha t a denial of religions 
freedom has occurred; 

(2) That sectaria~1. religious in3truction under the 
"school time release 11 ::.,~rsteri1 (under 1hich pupils are 
excused from schools to take religio~s instruction 
under 7-)rivac.e auspices) does i.1o t ~~raise civil 
liberties issues . 

Our Committee on Academic Freedom, wresting with some 
of these bordar-line issues, has proposed that in all instances 
u co~sideration of the eGucational principles i~volved should 
~recede the intervention of the Union in defe~se of religious 
freGdom or froo speech in schools. 

May we also have an e~~ression of your views on this 

declaration of policy? If it is not clear, further information 

.. ,,i 11 be sent . 
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3. Personnel 

Just to report to you the prese:1t personnel of the Union's 
~irecting committees, let us say that the o~ly changes in the 
:11e1~1bers of the ~-Jc..tio~1al Committee sii.1.ce our annual reDort sent 

' you last June are the resignation of former U.S. Senator Thomas 
·.- . Hardwick of Georgia, a_1d the death of A.:r. Todd of Kala:nazoo, 
.Jich. Senator Hardwick resigned because of differences with us 
over the civil rights of Negroes, as set forth i~ our recent 
pc:rnphlet "Bleck Justice." 

The Board of Directors, which meets weekly in immediate 
cherge of the Union's affairs, has suffered the loss of Dr. 
Henry R. Li:1ville and Jose,)h Schlossberg, who felt obliged 
to resign but who re;·1&in on the ~-Jational Committee. Our chair
maa, Dr .. :ard, is spe:1ding ilis s2.bbatical year itl Russia gather
ing materiel for£ book. Duri~g his absence until next fell, 
Dr. John Haynes Holmes is acting chair:nan. 

~e shall be glad to entertain any proposals of new 

members for the National Committee to be voted on at the an

nual meeting in the spring. 1Ne will be glad also to get the 

benefit of any criticisms or comments you have on eny matter 

effecting the Union's business or policies. 

Sincerely Jours, 
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July 12, 1933. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
East 105th st. at Ansel Rd., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

The Board of Directors at a meeting 

on July 10, reelected you for a term of three 

years as a memeber of the National Cormnittee. 

Your term on the committee expired this spring. 

If we do not hear .from you to the 

contrary, we assume that we have the privilege 

of your acceptance. 

S ncerely your2 

LBM:IE 



August 8 , 1933 . 

• ·ri re <--•. ~1r . ., • ,. . dl mp vO r: 
Deputy A:.i.ministr::itor 

at10 .~1 Re c8very Administrition 
Yashin~~oL, D. C. 

D9 -. r Sir : 

The Ame ric r n Civil Liberties Union, ~n 
organiz~ti0n tormed to pr ~tect civil r i hts , has been 
f req ently involved in issues i the coal inlustry 
a ff cct inl the freedom of miners to organize , strike 
a n pie'.., L. 'ile ~ .. -1. ,r0 s~rvE.-d va rious unions in the 
i n du st .r .'1 w i thou t d i s r, i n-.; t i :, n . '.~/ ~ h ,:.1, v e n ~ co n c e r n w i t h 
~ n r_; 0 e l i e f . ; :; r f, r J g r 8 r.· ~--; v f l n O S e •. ,., h O Se r i 1 '"h t S 'tie 

cri;_A,mr.,.ion . 

dee 
UniJn offers 

·, . :..-.. . ) ~., o f t }~ i.::; i11t3r,:,;s the Civil Liberties 
f ·JJ.1 ·. ·:✓ in ~- am(.;r dments to Section 5 . 

( 1) I!1 1- 1r 2.l~ r ::,.pli. C r ij ferr ing to de due tions 
fr ·Jm µ:.a.y '.Ve 1} r ge t,:1e elL.1in:1tio ,J f the J..., hr a se "dues 
Lotte 1 t.):-- vrL,:iniz~tiJn of ,J :11_-loyoes" . That phrase 
contem·lutes deductions fro~ the p~y of empl r yees by 
the em 1lo;er f o r t~e m~ intc~ance o f a union . The phrase 
11 tL8 la:.;8r or ~anizn t i on" is ;ised in · ica~in6 t,hat only 
one ~ni.J . is to e r ~..;0~11ize 1 or clt:::al t with by •Ja~h 
em 1_,loyer . 

~e urre the ,b~lition of th8 so-c a l led 
check - o ff syst~ m of col~ectin~ uni)n U8~ because it 
~_., i ·es a m:.;no_f.,oly t.0 c n e union ~}nd thus coerc er- ·-uorkers 
ir t o joininc:: i a t uni on wi th:/1t r ·-.:gr.1. rd to ,he 5.r possible 
Jesire t~ /1:> i ...... o'.na other uniA1 . 1nc :evr:;r l minori y 
1 nicr.s in tl f.;; mi n i r1c in,la r, trJ sho l l:a v•., n e~u~l 

o ~ !' o r t i..:.11 .i. t y to en 1 i r· t 111 ~ m c r s a n b • r J' • . 1 n c o 1 , e c t, i v e 1 y . 

( .:, l'o i-irovis.:.o: sho'il d be ma in the C de 
·1,~ ic ti c ::i nte m1,l a es t e r e 06 ni tion of enly one ni on 
Fv' i th the i n B V i Vi.bl C C :) t '.j e q u e n C C O f e st r b 1 i ~ hi n g 3. C 1 s e d 
ni .: n sh0 1) undc.. r wt1ic..r: mer. :Jero f th--.t . : rticular union 

v1i1l b..., ~ □ 1., l 0ye excl-1si-.r •l y . 'Vork urs in P. particul ~tr 
lo~~litJ m~y n t c~re to j in this 1. ion . orkers in 
e-,clt ,1i1.1~ sh.) ll, j,::;t&r,nir;.0 th0 ir ovn1 affiliations . I r. 
c-:om c::.sos , :...1.n :n l o.' r mi[;t1t b s. required t ·, ~l vii th 



Mr. .K. Simpson 
ational Recovery Admtnistration -2- Aug. 8, 1933. 

the representatives of more than one union. This 
suggestion is in entire harmony with the rovision 
of Section (A) (1) that "employees should have the 
right to organize and bargain collectively with 
representatives of their own choosinc;." 

(3) We suggest the addition to Section 
5, paragraph A, of the following clauses: 

"No worker is to be discharged for 
activitiez in connection with any labor organization 
an all discharges in which complaints of such 
discrinination are made shall be referred t the 
authority charged with tho enforcement of this code. 
No strike or boycott conducted by any trade union snall 
be considered a viol' tion of this code." 

e submit that the urposes of collective 
b~rgaining contemplated by the Recovery Act cannot be 
successfully fulfilled without a provision prot ecting 
from discharge tnose active in trade unions and witho-t 
a provision assuring ·orkers that the right to strike 
0r boycott is unimpaireJ byte Co1e . 

Very truly y urs, 
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August 10,1933. 

To members of the National Committee 
and other friends. 

Friends: 

The enclosed letter addressed to the Recovery 
Administration deals with some critical issues of lab
or's rights in the soft coal code. Si:nilar points are 
affected in other codes. 

e are taking a stand: 

(1) Against the check-off system of 
emp~oyers collecting union dues; 

(2) For the recogniti on of minority 
uni ons; 

(3) For the mainte-nance of the right 
to strike and boycott; 

(4) For protecting workers active in 
uni ons. 

We intend to give this position wider public
ity and, if necessary, to address the President and all 
of. the members of the. RE>ooverty Adm1nl stra t ion directly. 
In doing so, may we have the privilege of using y our 
name as one of those expressing this position in behalf 
of the Union? Your prompt reply on the enclosed card 
will be appreciated. 

RNB:RW 
Enc. 3 

Sincerely 

~,~1 
,.' 
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dwin, Chai an, 
ibe ti • .. ni n, 

. 
• • 

d ·r r. aldwln: 

In reply to 70ur ki 1 tter of 
A t 10, .:::mi\ me to aay th t I not in 
favor of t he letter 11h1ch ~ou pl to aend \ 

t>son , Deputy i Di a tr tor of 
th tio l COY ry ln1 \r t1on, • I i:UD 
Dot ln sYIJIJ>.a~ with the encowre.ge n\ ot 
mlnori ty unlona ln the lnl 1n4u tr.,. I 
bel1 ve t \ the c uae of the miner• 'baa uttered 
a gre t d el ln the p •I and will fer even 
more in fu\ure through theae 1 tr union 
confiict. 

V 11 a1nc r 1 your, 

{ I ,JC 
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Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Raboi Silver: 

EW YORK CITY 

LUCILLE B. flL ER, Secretary 
EDMUND D. CAMPBELL, Washington Counsel 
Attorneys and Correspondent& 
in leading cities 

May 19, 1934 

We are all deeply grateful 

for your response to our appeal for membership. 

This is doubly appreciated in view of your 

contribution to the work in other ways. We 

should like to be able to exempt you from tinan

cial support, but we can not afford to let off 

a single friend who can contribute. 

BWH:LB 
ENC. 

With appreciation, 

Sincerely yours, 

# -~cf___ 
Treasurer 
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The Principles of Academic Freedom 

The Issue of Freedom in Teaching. 

AT NO TIME in the pa t ha ' the que tion of 
aead mic freedom been of greater concern to 

Am rican ducator tJian today. ,vith the increa -
ing <·ompl xit of ocial life there ha emerged a 
cJa 1-- of p ciali t in knowledge who. ervice to 
tl1 eouununity depend upon the ab olute con
fide • • which the community repo e in their in
tellectual integrity. Any attempt to abridge the 
right of re earch, teaching, and publication i 
therefor fundamental challenge to the teacher ' 
profr • ion l tatu for where the pre umption of 
freedom and di intere tednc 1 lacking, hi work 
1, ri~htly u pect. 

In addition to hi vocation a a cholar, the edu-
ator~ b irtue of hi toric tradition as well as 

membc-r hip in a democratic community, i called 
upon to furni h leadership both in moulding the 
ham ·t r of the young and influencing public 

polil'i -~- The excrci e of such leader hip carrie 
wit it th nece ity of critically evaluating con
tcm1 urar cultur . The impo ition of arbitrary 
che lo!- npon freedom of teaching, critici m, and 
publi • propagation of belief makes it impo sible 
for teach r to develop the trait of leader hip
ind p ·nd nee, in ight, and initiative-for which 
the <·o,nruunity look to them today. 

or ean any t achcr win the re pect of hi tu
dent .. :111d properly perform hi educational func
tior,. i-oo I ng a hi tudent believe that he is not 
fre< to i-u. what he think . The American A ocia
tio11 of { niver ity Profe sor well says: 

" I,, ord r to xert a high degree of beneficial 
infhu·u upon his students, the college teacher 
rnm-t fir t induce their confidence in hi sincerity. 
H( 11m convince them that he i intellectually 
fr t a.nd concerned with nothing but ternal 

•riti •. If, th refore, the tudents in any col
l<·g cl room reach the conclusion that their 
tt-acli r is afraid to speak his whole mind or 

j t. hi. con cientiou beliefs, the day of hi m
:fluen over them is done. 

"Hence college pre ident and governing 
boards ought to realize that nothing woula 
more urely impair the whole morale of coll g 
in truction than a feeling among the students 
that tho c who lead them are them elve being· 
led, in other word , that their in tructor are 
free to say what they think only so long a it 
coincides with the opinions of those in author
ity ."-Bulletin of the American A sociation of 
Univer ity Profes or , Vol. XIX, May, 1933, 

o. 5, P. 83. 

Th quest for truth and the exerci e of leader-
hip are render d particularly difficult in a period 

of economic cri es and of harpened ocial antag
oni m . The range of controversial topics i ex
tended; the i ucs are more momentou ; the pas-
ion of elf-interest are more easily arou ed. Ve tcd 

inte1·e t of one sort or another seek to cripple in-
truction which they regard as untrue or harmful. 

Self-appointed custodian of the public welfare et 
them elve up a educational censors; attempts are· 
made to impo e narrow and sectarian political 
programs upon school and teachers in order to 
xploit their profe ional reputation for disinter-
tednes . It is therefore imperatvve in tke present 

era of social transition to define, extend, and deferul 
the rights and responsibuity of all participants itn
the educatio'Tl,(ll process. 

The ommitt e i well aware that no ab olute 
principle can be laid down. Every specific case
mu t be judged a it ari e in the light of relevant 
factor . But in order to indicate what factor are 
to be judged relevant in reaching a conclu io111 
and formulating a plan of action, and in order to 
prevent di criminatory action against teachers on 
camouflaged grounds of incompetence, economy,. 
violation of good ta te, etc., the following guiding· 
principl,es are proposed: 

Administrative Control 

I. In piiblic "adult education" and in all insti
tutions of higher education, teaching should b 
quite free of all inter{ erence except for the re-



quirements of standards of scholarship and ef
fective teaching. 

While teachers should not take advantage of 
their positions to carry on in the cla sroom par
tisan or sectarian propaganda, no seriou opinion 
on questions relevant to the subject which they 
teach should be excluded from consideration, nor 
should teachers be expected to conceal their per
sonal opinions on such question . 

If need should arise for an objective interpreta
tion of these limiting requirement as enforced by 
the admini tration, such interpretation hould be 
made by a jury chosen by ome permanent organi
zation of instructors, such as the American A o
ciation of University Professors. At the hearing 
before such juries, students who have been taught 
by the instructor should have the right to be heard. 
(Thi provi ion; however, hould not affect the right 
of administrator to determine whether teacher are 
fit to continue after a preliminary teaching period -
if so specified in the contract; unle of cour e an 
i. sue of freedom of opinion i raised.) 

2. In the el,ementary and secondary schools like 
freedom and like requirements should hold, allow
ance being made for differences arising from the 
age and maturity of the students. 

If questions should arise concerning the ad
ministration's interpretations of these limitations, 
then a composite jury representing school au
thorities, community opinion, and professional 
opinion should investigate and make public report 
of their findings to the school board with recom
mendation as to appropriate action. If the edu
cational members of the jury do not concur in the 
majority report, they should make public a min
ority report setting forth the reasons for their 
dissent. 

3. In the out-of-school expression of opinion 
and participation in public affairs, teachers should 
enjoy the same freedom as other citizens and pro
f e ion al group without being called upon to give 
an accounting of their views and activitie to their 
uperior . Rather than permit fear of antagonizing 

authorities to silence teachers, their participation 
in public affairs should be encouraged and counted 
in their favor o long a it doe not adver ely in
fluence the effectiveness of their classroom teach
ing and quality of their research. It i to be under-
tood that classroom discussion hould be relevant 

to the ubject the instructor i employed to teach. 

4. The ame prov1 10n hold corre ponding} 
for the executive of chools and colleg a for 
the teachers in tho e chool . 

5. Because the effectual educative proc it elf 
is at stake, the teaching profes ion at all 1 vels i 
vitally concerned with the matter of fre dom of 
teaching and should organize it elf appropriately 
to see that the right of teachers in thi regard are 
properly re pected. 

Legislative Control of the Curriculum of 
Tax-Supported Schools 

1. The Committee recognize the legal power of 
the legislature under exi ting con titution to con
trol the curriculum, but challenges any unrea on
able application of that power. Laws prohibiting 
teaching the theory of evolution, for in lance, eem 
to the Committee unrea onable. 

2. In the case of public in titution of higher 
education, the same principles already tated 
hould apply as in other institutions of thi char

acter. 

3. The control of the chool curriculum hould 
be ve ted within the educative function. Th legis
lature should delegate authority in thi matter to 
the State Department of Education which may et 
up minimum requirement , but leave the making of 
the curriculum, so far a it can be made in ad
vance, to the school per onn 1 ( offi ial and teach
ers) working under the local board of education. 

Religion in the Schools 

1. The separation of church and tate is a 
fundamental con ideration in determining the is
ues involving religiou practices in the public 
chool . 

2. Compul ory Bible-reading, except in educa
tional cour e uch as comparative r ligion and 
comparative literature, violate civil lib rtie prin
ciple by compelling minoritie among tud nt to 
listen to the teaching of r ligiou b Ii f • which 
they do not hare. 

Rights of Students in High Schools 
and Colleges 

Student hould be permitted to examine and 
openly di cu idea in a earch for truth. Thi i. 
e ential if they are to learn to judge for them
elve . Granted freedom of expre ion, abu e would 
eldom occur. Check , if nece sary, hould come 



not from cen or hip by the faculty but rather from 
pre ure by tudent opinion. 

No di ciplinary action hould be taken again t 
tudents on account of their religious, social or 

political conviction or activity. Student organiza
tion and publication should be entirely free to 
engage in the di cu ion of public affair and edu
cational policy. "Di ·cu ion" hould be interpreted 
to include variou form · of participation in ocial 
and political movement . Such participation 
hould be regarded a a genuinely educational 

function. 

Teachers' Oaths of Loyalty 

The law requiring pecial oath of loyalty from 
teacher place them in a po ition where their 
critical evaluation of our political and economic 
in. titution can be interpreted a di loyalty, e. pe
cially where uch critici m run counter to the be
lief. of legi lator or admini trator . Experience 
ha hown that uch oath are often u ed a in-
trumcnt of intimidation again t t acher who 

cxpre unpopular view . In th intere t of free 
educational di cu ' ion of the problem of Amer-

ican life, such pecial oath hould b liminat d 
from the statute books wherever they are in force, 
and every movement to extend legislation of thi 
character should be vigorou ly oppo ed. 

Teachers' Organizations 

The enforcement of the foregoing provi ion to 
protect for teacher their academic freedom and 
tenure right i largely contingent upon the exi t 
ence of trong teacher ' organization able to con
duct a militant defen e in behalf of their member. 
Any attempt therefore on the part of legi lativ 
or administrative authoritie to re trict the free
dom of the teacher to organize and control their 
a ociation and union con titute a eriou in
fringement of the letter and pirit of thi tate
ment. In order to prevent unwarranted attack 
upon their tenur right , teacher organization 
should trive to have t nur law enacted protect
ing them again t unju . t di mi al. Committ e on 
academic fr dom and national organization of 
t acher. can perform a u ·eful ervice in triving 
to pr vent the nullification of tenure law ' in ' talcs 
wh re they have been nacted. 
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May 22, 1934 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple, East 105th st. at Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

May I call your attention 

to the fact that you have not filled in the 

enclosed questionnaire Which was sent you 

twice? The pamphlet is being held up until 

we hear from you and one or tio others who 

have not yet responded. rion•t you please 

fill this in and return it today? Thanks. 

Sincerely yours, 

RNB:RW 
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.VATJO,VAL CO.\I.\IITTEE OFFICERS 
JASE ADD.UIS, 

Chicago, llL 
HERBERT S. BIGELOW, 

Cincinnati, 0. An1erican Civil Liberties Union 
Chauma,. 

HARRY F. WARD, New York 
l'ice•cAoirn,en 

SOPHOXISBA P. BRECKIXRJDGE, 
Chicago, llL (Successor to the National Civil Liberties Bureau) 

DUXC.'\S llcDONALD, Illinois 
JEA:-.ETIE RANKm, llontana 

T""'"'"' ROBERT lL Bl."CK, 
Chicago. UL 

JOH-.'. S. COD~"'-.lii, 
iJoston, llus. 

LIXCOL'i COLCORD, 
Washington, D. C. 

CRYSTAL E.AST~'o, 
Xn, York City 

JOH~ LOVEJOY ELLIOTT, 
Xew York City 

EDlH;:SD C. EV A.~s. 
Philadelphia. P~ 

EDWARD W. EV A."1S, 
Philadelphia. P~ 

WILLIA:'\! :\I. FDiCKE, 
lutonah, :i. Y. 

JOHX A. FITCH. 
Xew Yorlc City 

Te111porary Headquarlera: 

138 W eat 13th Street, New York City 
Cbelaea 93M 

Fecruary 19, 

Fabbi Abba H. SilverJ 
Wheeling, VT. Va. 

19?.0 

HELEN' PHELPS STOKES, New York 
Diret·tor,1 

ALBBERT DeSILVER 
ROGER N. BALDWl)l 

Cou,uel 
WALTER NELLES 

Affiliated Di.strict Organizatioru 
American Freec.lorn Foundation, 

1541 Unity Bldg., Chicago, Ill. 
Labor Defense League, 

2JO Russ Bldg., San Franci co, Cal. 
League for Democratic Control, 

2 Park Square, Boston, Mau. 

ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYX,r, Dear F.ac'bi • Silver:
Xew York City 

Attorney, and correspondenl$ m 
leadin& ci.lie,. 

P.\vL J. FL"RXAS, 
Xew York City 

ZOXA GALE, 
Portage, Wu.. 

A. B. GILBERT, 
St. Pa'll, Minn. 

ARTHl.R GARFIELD HAYS, 
Xew York City 

:.\JORRIS HILLQGIT, 
~ew York City 

JOH~ HA Y~ES HOLll ES, 
Xew York City 

FREDERJC C. HOWE. 
Washington. D. C. 

JAl1ES WELOO:S JOH:'-.SO~. 
Xew York City 

HELEX KE:.LER. 
Forest Hilk, I.. L 

HAROLD J. LASKI. 
C=:it---ic!ge, llass. 

AGXES BROWS LEACH, 
Xew York City 

ARTHUR LeSUEL"R, 
St. Paul. llino. 

HE:--.R'i R. LD.v"ILLE, 
Xew York City 

ROBERT l!ORSS LOV.£IT, 
C:!:i.icago, Ill 

ALLE~ .McCURDY, 
Xew York City 

GRE:'-.VILLE S. llacFARLAXD, 
Bo ton, llass. 

0 CAR ::\L-\DDAUS. 
l!anhassett. L. L 

JCD.-\H I.. ll.AG:'.ES, 
Xew York City 

].-\YES H. lL-\UR.ER, 
Rnding, Pa. 

A. ]. ltUSTE, 
Xcw York City 

GEORGE W. XASYYTH, 
Xew York CitT 

SCO'IT X~G, 
~cw York City 

J ULL-\ O'CO:'t-XOR. 
Boston, llass. 

Wlt. H. PICKE~S. 
Baltimore, ltd. 

\Vil.LL-UC lL\RIO:S REEDY, 
St. Louis, llo. 

JOIDt ~EVIN SAYRE. 
Katonah, N. Y. 

RO E SCHXEIDElUlAN~, 
Xe~ York City 

\".ID.-\ D. SCGDDER, 
Wellesley, Mau. 

XOUl.-\.'i lL THOY.AS, 
:Sew York City 

OSWALD GAlUUSO~ VILLARD, 
Xew York City 

I.. HOLI.DlGSWORTB WOOD, 
:Su, York City 

GEORGE P. WEST. 
naxland, Cal. 

• Scott rew-ing li.as suggested that 
:iou mie;r .. t be interested in getting to~ether <:1or.:e 
cf tee folks in ~h~elin~ interested ir the . fig:t 

for civil liberty. I expect to be i~ Hneeling 
n~At Thursday ffiOrnini Fecruary 26th. I would like to 
meet a little group of liceral and l~bor folks, pre
fer·ecl ·,· at lur.ch to to.lk ~bout the w!lole West Virginia 
situ~tior.. I und~rstand that Walt-0, :B. ·Hilton, 
c/o The Vtheeling :Uajcrity, w:"l .::c]i!'l.!', "7T. Va~ :might ce 
interested and I want to see him. 

I 

If you are for any rec1scn unable to get 
together any such gr~1JYJ for Ite, wouJd you be good 
enough to find anyone who can de so? I would appre
ciate very much hearing fr~m you in care of H. Austin 
Siwor...s, 1541 Unity Bl clg. 127 l~o. Dec:.rborn St. Chicago, 
Ill, where I will b~ text Monday and Tuesday. 

Sincerely your~, 

ID13.RB 
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M.iryland Civil Libertin Committee, 435 South Broadway, Baltimore. Md. 

New England Civil Liberties Committee, I 20 High St ., Bo ton , :\la•s. 
Phibdelphia Civil Liberties Committee, 269 South 9th St., Philadelphi.i. Pa. 

Provicence Civil Liberties Unioc., 49 Hope Strttt, ProviJcncc, R. I. 
Seattle Civil Liberties Committee. 508 Garfield St., Suttle, Wa sh. 

Southern California Branch. A.CL.U., 540 Wi lcox Bldg., Los An C:c:s, Cal. 
Virgin l sbnds Civil Liberties Commit!ee, P. 0. Box 66, 

Fr~eriksted, St. Croix, V. I. 
Young, town Workers Defense Lusuc, 613 Falla Ave., Youngstown, 0. 

Rab: .. i Silver, 
A-o ba i-:o 1:.e 1, 
Cl evclan 1, 
Ohio. 

~e.9,r E r. Silver: 

When I in 

give n t:, r..e 

tole r a~c e 

c :>untry. 1 re gret n0t 

s ., ee cl: 

I) c, i· :r. ab le ..... ..6 se e 

B :1 t l venture a reqJe s t 

f or ~~e privile 2 e 01 y~Jr co0p e r ~t ion. 

I enclose t 1:10 descri ,.;ti.ve leaflets 

abo~t our job a~~ a ca~1 t or Jour signature 

ani return, i i yo~ are inte ~ested. 

the cooperation of all who see t l1e 

issue$ as we do can we co~bat the i orces oi 

intolerance and reaction so stron~ t r.. ro .l ,:huu t ·-
the country. 

OFFI CERS 

Act,,.,: CJ.a i,..,•• 
Jou!'t HAvsr.a !!nun: , 

Yiu-Cl,.,;,.,,,,. 
Du!fcAN ii Do:,i..,LD. l !linoi, 
J c...:-, e:TT,; RAsu:-<, Montana 

Tr,asu,M 
H 1cL1:lll Pn l!:LP S STo cs 

D irrct o, 
RocEa N . BALDWllf 

Fwld Src,r ta,y 
Lvc tLLt: B. ~1iLlll E& 

Co1Hur/ 
\\"oLcoTT H. P1T1t.1i,r 

Wa~lri11: t o11 Co"rs ~,, ,.,1,,., 
G1uo s GARD:-< r a 

,lt torruys a11d ro"upor&drrt11 •• 
lraJi,., ,iJil,. 

~~incerely yours , 

RIB/LR 1.0 // .. r)d?~ 
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ALLERT DESILVZ:ll, 
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J .utn H. D1L1 . .AllD, 

Charlottaville, Va. 
JA>-FS A. DuscA:oi, 

Suttle. Wa.b. 
Ro11,.ar W. Ot;NN, 

~~.., York City 
joH:,a l.OVl!JOY ELLIOTT, 

:>:cw York City 
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W1LL1AM !\I. F1:,ac1tL 
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ELIZABETH Guau:Y FLu,::., 

~cw York City 
W1LLI.\M Z. f'o-rEa. 
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ART IICR G.-.ill'll.LD fuya. 

New York City 
~lORklS HtLI.Qt;IT, 

~cw York City 
Faco1;a1c C. How,:, 

r-.:cw Yor~ Ci1y 
B. \'. lh:ces H. 

r-;ew Yorlr. City 
J ~"ES WFLDO ~ Jmncsoic. 

:--:cw York Cit., 
WILLIA~ H. joK;STO!C, 

Washington. D. C. 
Heu·" hELLEll.. 

Fore5t Hills. L. I. 
Ac~E.; Baow:-i LEACH, 

New York City 
A1tT1tL~ LcSuEu11., 

St. Paul. Minn. 
Hc:-.aY R. L1:svn.1.tt, 

:-:cw York City 
Ronr11.T ~loll l.ovETT, 

Chic.ii:o. Ill. 
ALU.:< l\lcCuaoY, 

!'\cw York City 
MAu E. :\lcDo.,.i:u., 

ChiC3V0. 111. 
OscA• l'\.l,.ooou,. 

hnha ; ,ct. L. I. 
J t;DAH L. ~1AC:-1£S. 

r-.:ew York City 
W. J. :\1. A. ~IALOlfU, 

!\cw York City 
A:-rsi:'.\!u.Tr:,,. 

Carmel. Cal. 
Jo,u H. ~IAuaEa, 

Harrisburg. Pa. 
Jou:. D. ~l0011r:, 

:'\ew \'ork Ciry 
He."•" R. Mussey, 

Wel!eley, M.isa. 
A. J. :\h,sn, 

Katon.ah, N. Y. 
ScoTT ~EA&ll'IC. 

~ew York Ciry 
WALT£& NELLE$, 
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Bo~ton. :\1.,u. 
F11cwo:,,T OLD£1l, 
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:--cw Yor!t Citv 
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JoH:-t f. S1:,,cL.\111, 

.Minne~polis, ~finn. 
SEY~ou• STtDMAlf, 

Chic.1iro, Ill. 
Noa:w.-.:,, "''- THOYAS. 

Xew Yorlt City 
Eow. D. T1TT:icA11lf, 
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WM. S. t;'Ru. 
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OswALo c .. aat'IC>lf Vn.LAa_o. 
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1'cw York City 
fu,.tt P. w,.u,.. 
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HoaT f'. Woo. 
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Free Speech Free Pres! Free Assemblage 

American Civil Liberties Union 
100 Fifth Avenue, New York City 

Chet.ea 0340 
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.IFFILI.JT£D LDC.IL ORG,J.'VIZ,IT/0.VS 

Cincinnati Civil Li~rties Committee, &-ii Dayton St~ Cincinnati, 0. 
Connecticut l..:aguc for Civil Li~rtia and I'roera,ive Lcgidatioo. 

99 Temple Street. New Ha,·en, Conn. 
Detroit CiTil L.i~rtia Comm.itttt, 616 Moffat Block, Detroit, Mich. 

Labor Defense and Free Speech Council o( Wntem Pennsylvaniil., 
805 Jama St., N. S .. Pituburi:h. Pa. 

Maryland Civil Liberties Committee, 435 Soulb Bro.adway, Baltimore, Md. 
'cw England Civil Li~rties Committee, 30 India St., Boston, l\l.ass. 

Philadelphia Civil Li~rties Committee, 269 South 9th St., Phil.1Jelphia, P.a. 
ProviJeoce Civil Li~rties Union, 4q Hope Street, Providence, R. I. 
Suttle Civil Liberti!!! Commitrce, 508 GarfidJ St., Se.ittle. Wash. 

Southern California Branch. A.C.L.U., 540 Wilcox BldJ., Los Angeles. C.aJ. 
Virsio lsbnds Civil Li~rtics Commitrce, P. 0. Box 66, 

frcdcribted, St. Croix. V. I. 
Youngstown Workers Ddcnse L:a~ue, 613 F:rl!s Ave., Youngstown. 0. 

Rabbi Abba Hiltel Silver, 
Cleveland, o. 

Dear Sir: 

Your name has been given to us as 
a minister interested in the issues of free
dom of opinion. We are engaged in a national 
campaign for tolerance by fighting for freedom 
of speech and assemblage wherever it is chal
lenged. 

We enclose a few of our descriptive 
leaflets to tell you about the work and our 
view of the issues. Your cooperation would 
be most warmly appreciated, if you see the 
issues as we do. 

That cooperation can be given not 
only in public addresses or in articles in 
journals for which you may write, but also 
by actively getting into situations where 
civil rights are at stake. If you are will
ing to do th~t in emergencies within a reason
able distance bf your home, we would appreci
ate knowing it. 

Will the names of 

Off/CER~ 

.lcti,., C/a,,i,,,,.,,. 
JoH:-t tL.v. l.6 lloLll&I:&. 

Yiu.Cliau,,.,.. 
OcNc4:,i ~h.Oo"ALO. llliooi~ 
JcAS"t:TT& Ru,u."4, ~loouoa 

Tnasuru 
Hr:LEN P11£1.1•• STOllltS 

Dirutor 
Rocu N. BALow,_... 

FiaJ Sur<t"''Y 
LUCILLI!. B. ~tit.NU, 

Courtul 
WOLCOTT H. PtTltl:0, 

W,uliirt:.1011 Corrnpo11J,,., 
G1Lso. c ... 0Nt.a 

,ltto,,.,y, a11J <orrn,0"'1,1111 i• 
f,.,Jint ,i,iu. 

you also send us 
ministers in your locality who might 
to render service to this cause? 

be willing 

Sincerely you~ 

,~i.(3~· 
M rector. 

RNB/IE 
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NAT/O.V.JL CO WJIITTEE 

JA. ... Z. i\oo,uu 

H::1tB£llT s. BIGELOW 

) 01E1'H D. CA!<:'!Oll 

PARLIET P. CH111•T1t><Ul'I 

J o »!'f S. Co1nu!'f 

L:iccoL:-1 CoLco•.D 

CL,OltlfCE Du1to-. 

J,u,u H. D1Lu•o 

Ju,u A. DuiccA:-t 

Ro11uT W. Dulllf 

Joa:-t Lon:JOT ELLJOff 

UWAlll> W. EvA!'fB 

Eu:uet:TR GLE:lloowu EvAJCB 

WILLIAM l\l. FtllCltZ. 

Et.1ZAB1tTu Guu.ET F1.T1CJC 

W1LL1-"" Z. foaTYJ. 

l·cux f,..,.~11.n, llTltlt 

EIL'IST FaEUlfD 

PAUL J. fm,J<u 

KATY CaA:OClt Gon 

NoaMAll HArCOOO 

,\ann,,i G . .arn:U> HAYB 

Mo1tu• H1LLQUrT 

Jonll HAr.<1:a Houu.a 

J. A. H. Hor1mu 

F1tn,~1t1c C. Howl'! 

J.u,n:s \Vt:LDOII ]OH:'190• 

, ... ILLIAM JI. Joa s.To• 

{)AVID STAlllt JoaDAa 

JIELE!'I K,u.Lu 

Ac::-in Bot oWll LE.Ac• 

A11n11.: 11 L1tSuu,i 

lln11,y R. L i. 1111.Ls 

Ron.11.T ::\ious Lovn, 

M~a.T E. !\kDowF.Lt. 

Osc .. 1t !\Lt.00,t.1., 1 

ANicz. Mu.n!I 

J.u,u H. ~fAU1tE1t 

Jon:et D. Mooaz. 

Hr_-.. llY R. !\fou1tY 

A. J. Mi:.-n 

Sco-rr Nt!Alll:OOG 

\VALH:lt ~l'.LLU 

fll l: J.IOJCT 0LDU 

) t:LIA S. O"C o :-1:<E1t P 1111:u 

Ww. P1c1tz.!u 

Eo.wA1tD A. RoH 

Jon:-t A. RTAlf 

Jon!'< Nz.v1:e S,nu: 

Jonra ScsLou11z.ac 

Roar. ScBJ<UDZ.ltMAB 

\"10A D. Scm>Pn 

JoH11 F. S111c1.•lll 

SrY.wot:w S-n:DVA.." 

Ht:Lt:!'f P11 £. LPS STOr.ES 

No,uu ... "f ~I. TuoKu 

Euw. D. T~llJC 

WILLIAM s. U'Rz.:e 

OSWALD GAltlUSOl'I VJLLAllD 

n. CHA11~1:T Vu1>1:cx 

DAVID WALI.UITZIS 

FaAJCx P. WAua 

GEoact P. W1:1T 

Prnll Wrn-
L. HoLL1~c1wo aTB '\1touo 

Free Speech Free Preu Pree As.Yemhlage 

American Civil Liberties Union 
100 Fifth Avenue, New York City 

Chebea 0340 

JJFFILIATED LOCJL COMi'f/JTTEES 

Cincinn.1ti Civil Libuties Committtt, 8-45 Dayton St., Cincinnati, 0. 
Detroit Civil Liberties Committee, 1438 Dime Savings Banlt Building, 

Detroit, Mich. 
Labor Delen,e and Free Sptteh Council of Western Pennsylvania, 

805 Jama St., N. S., Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Maryland Civil Liberties Committee, 2308 Mondawnin Ave., Baltimore, Mel. 
New England Civil Liberties Commiutt, 120 High St., Boston, Mass. 

Northern California Branch, A.C.L.U., 473 Mills Bldg., San Francisco, Cal. 

Ph ;ladelphia Civil Liberties Committee, 269 South 9th St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Seattle Civil Liberties Committee. 508 Garfield St .. Seattle, Wash. 
Southern C:ilifornia Branch, A.C.L.U., 1022 California Building, 

Los Angeles, Cal. 
Virgin Islands Civil Liberties Committee, P. 0. Box 66, 

fre<leriltste<l St. Croix, V. I. 
Youngstown Workers Defense League, 613 Falls Ave., Youngstown. 0 . 

Ua.y 10,1927. 

P.abbi Abba Hillel Silver 
105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

OFFICERS 

c1,.;,,,..,. 
H.uu· F. WnD 

Yiu-C A•ir•1• 
Du11cAw ?l.fcDo••u 
Jt:A:.!'fZ.TTI! luJ11t1 ■ 

Tr11U•r1r 
B. W. H uJEHC H 

Diruton 
Roen. N. BALD'WlJI 

fo•aur BAILI\Y 

Fi1/d Surd•r, 
LUCILL'E B. M1L••· 

Cou,ul 
Woi.coTT H. P1nmr 

W i11lsi11,:to11 R1,r111ral•ti•r 
hA8ELU Kz.RDJG 

Attornt:,1 11114 tor,11r,o,al1•t1 iw 
ltt,li•t cit&#1. 

I take pleasure in informing you 

of your election to nembership on our National Committee 

for a te:rm of three years dating from April, 192?. - I 

trust you will accept and will notify ua at your early 

convenience. 

Meetings of the Nationa.l Committee 

occur twice a year-- one in the spring and one in the 

fall-- and are attended by New York members and others 

who find it convenient. The Executive Committee in New 

York looks to the National Committee for guidance in policy, 

welcomes suggestions from individual members, and submits 

special matters to the decision of a mail ballot. We a:n.1 

of us feel that your counsel would be valu~ble in the 

important work we are doing. 

Sincerely yours, 

HFW:Sl3 ~t-Yf~ _ 



\ . 

. - - - • -

.1 

\ ' 

(!_-
~ten~ i0 0>:., \ 'l Tlterf~t 

ILn11Jfl 

May 11, 1927. 

Ur. Barry F. ";yard, 
~e.~Utce:a.1 fl.tl lln1°o. _ 
100 Fi.th Avenue, 
New York City. 

Pcm1 t l"!le to thank you 
for your kind letter of ~ay 10th, 
infor.ning me of rn7 election to 
membership on the Tational Committee 
of the American Ci~il Liberties Union. 
I shall be pleased to serve • 

~1th ~indest regards, 

I. am 

-- -



~ERICAN k/v1L LIBfilIE~UNIOl:::l 
100 FIFTH AVENOE. NEW YORK CITY 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
East 105th St. at Ansel Road, 
~leveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

June 15, 1927. 

Thank you for consenting to serve aa~a member 
of cur National Committee. Your name will mean a great deal. 
Would you be interested in receiving ~he minutes of our Exec
utive Committee meetings? 

In order to bring the enclosed pmnphlet up 
to date, we would ask you to kindly fill out the questionnaire 
and return to us by return mail, if possible. 

E 



AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 
I 00 FIFTH AVENUE. NEW YORK CITY 

To the members of the 
National Committee. 

Dear Friends: 

J'une 20, 1927. 

At our regular meeting on Monday, June 13th, 

the Executive Committee adopted the following resolution: 

Resolved that it is ~he sense of this meeting 
that the America4 Civil Liberties Union ought to 
incorporate, subject to the approval of the Nation
al Cor:nnittee, p.-~o:vided, that when the vote is taken 
two-thirds of those voting shall vote affirmatively; 
and provided, further, that such two-thirds vote 
shall represent an actual majority of the rational 
Committee membershin . ... 

Objections raised h1therto to incorporation 

were as follows: 

(1) That incorporation would in a measure ~estrict 
the freedom and informality of our action as it 
exists under our present loose fonn of organiza
tioJTt; 

(2) t...~at the directors of the corporate entity would 
be liabie for debts of the organization; 

(3) that the Union has not hitherto recognized the 
conditions which called it into being as permanent~ 
and that th ere may be no warrant for the assur.1:p
tion of permanency that would be implied in incor
poration. 

(4) that the corporate entity would be subject to 
suits at law in the event of libel or other mis
conduct. 



National Committee -2-

The counter arguments on these points are as follows: 

(1) A subsidiary form of incorporation could be • 
devised providing for but one annual meeting 
of the directors for reorganization and per
functory busineBs- This would leave the Union 
free to conduct its business as in the past 
with ex~itious informality. 

(2) There would be no more probability of suable 
debts against the Union under corporate control 
than under the present form of organization·. 
Our present ~inancial system would continue~ 
protected as it is by monthly statements and a 
complete annual report. The Union has never yet 
experienced an inability to pay its debts, and 
its financial condition is better at this time 
than it has c'tfer been in the past· • . 

(3) Those of us who are in the work realize more 
th~t the need for the union is likely to continue 
for an indefinite period·. If it should be found 
at any time that the need has ce~sed to exist, the 
corporation could be easily diss~lyed~ Testators 
and the founders of endov~ents would experience no 
difficulty in altering t~eit plans to meet any 
changes in the situation. 

(4). It is not at all likely that suits for libel 
will develop in the future any mo re than they have 
in the past. All official statements by the Union 
are checked by counsel in advance if there is even· 
the slightest possibility of an element of libel~ 
If the organization should be guilty of misconduct, 
it ought to be liable~ 

The principal advantages of incorporation are two: 

(1) It would place the Union in a position to re~eive 
bequests. On a number of occasions the Union 
has failed to receive bequests because it was 
not incorporated •• 

(2) If it were incorporated, the Union could itself 
bring action in the courts when it finds itself 

, ~ 1 t;A t 1 I( lib e 11 ed ~ 

"It is highly im ortant that we should have a register of 

opinion on this question as ea:::-ly as possible. Please vote on 

.the card enclosod here"ili th e.nd. return in the addressed envelope,. 

IE 
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Hi i111En 5. Htr.u ,w 

.RICHARD \ C. f.\"4YI" 

Jo,.EPH D. c.,:-.:-.o:-. 

Jou::,; ~. Coo.)( .,:,; 

Lr:scoLs Co, CORD 

C L ,Ht . .sn: O•RRnw 

J .nu:s H. D! LL,no 

JA:-.u.s .-\. Dc:sCA:s 

Ro.11EaT \\'. Des:-. 

JoH:S Lon:JOY tLLltnT 

F.ow .. iw ,v. E,·.,:ss 

Free Speech Free Press Free A.uemblage 

American Civil Liberties Union 
100 Fifth Avenue, New York City 

Chelsea 0340 

.-lFFILlATED LOCAL CO.llJJJTTEES 

Cincinnati Cil·il Liberties Committee. ,i5 Darton St., Cincinnati, 0 . 
Oetroit Civil Liberties Committee, U31> J)ime Sa,·ing~ Bank Build

ing. D.-troit. ;\fich. 
Labor Defen;;e and Free speech Council or \\"estern Penn ·y!vania, 

so.:; James St., ~- S .. Pitt;;burl!h, Pa. 

OFPICER3 

Chairman 
HARK'\° F. WAao 

Vice-Chairmen 
Dn·10 STAR& JoaoA:s 

JA:>I ES H. '.\fAt-Ua 

HnE:s PHELl"S ST01tn 

Treasurer 
B. W. HL"l'.UCH 

Director, 
ROGEll ~- BALOWl!II 

FotteF.,,T BAILEY 

Field S'!rrelary 
Lt:CILLE B. l\hL:SEB 

Com1sd 
\\"01.con H. Prru:s 

EuzABt.TH GusoowEa E,·.,:--:; 

LLIZ.\BF.TH Gt·llLEY FLY:S:S 

\\"rLLLUI Z. Fo,,n:a 

Xew En~la.nd Ch·i! Libertie Committee. J 20 High St., Boston, :\la. ,;. 
Xorthern California Branch . .-\.C.L.U .. 461 Phelan Bldg., 

San Francisco, Cal. 

5.?attle Ch-ii Liberties Committee, 5•)il Garfield St., Seattle, Wash. 
Southnn California Branch. A.C.L.U .. 1022 California Building, 

Los .-\.ngeleoc, Cal. 

Attorneys and correspon,. 
dents in fradini cities. 

FFLIX f-ll .\SKtTl'tTF!l 

ER.SST FRH--:SD 

K.nE CRA:sE G .4llTZ 

Xoiuu.s H.,PGOOO 

. -\RTHl·a GA!lFIEU> H.,vs 
)loRJIIS HILLQCIT 

.J o HX H .n--:SES HoL:::.rES 

FRt:OE.IIC C. HOWE 

J .\!llES \\"ELDO:S JOHS;;()S 

\\"1u.1 .n1 H. J ou:-.,.,os 

HE LE s K .F.L LEA 

liE01t.:E \\". K111CHWF.Y 

JCLL4 c. LATinOP 

:\G:s1:s Baow:-. LE..,cH 

.-\t:THLR L.t:.Su=s.1t 

HE:-;BY R. L1SVILL.E 

lt0BERT :\loll.5S Lo\."ETT 

)l.\RY E. :\ICDo\\"ELL 

O-c.,R )I ,Doff 

.-\SSE )!ARTIS 

.\I FXA'-Dtft '.\IE!J.:I LJOH:S 

Hi::::-.,w R.. :\Insi::v 

.\. J. )lcsn: 

ScUTI ~EAIUXO 

\'\°ALTEA ~ELLES 

FllEllOST OLD, .. 

Jl·Lu S. 0-Cossoa PARKF.B 

\\

0

JLLJA!II PICKE:SS 

JEA:S:SFr.E R.,:SKI:S 

Eow A!lD .\. Ross 

JoHs .\. Rns 

Joes X!::'"JS s .,Y!II! 

JOSEPH 5<:HLOSSBF:lm 

ROSE ScH :SF.IDF.11'.\U:S 

\"m., D. Scn>0F.11 

.-\BRA H1LLF.L Srt,.-Ea 

Joas F. S1:sa..,111 

Cuiu.:sn: R. 5K1:o,;:sF.11 

SEY!IIOCll Sn:o)(A:S 

XOll.lB:S )I. THO.)HS 

Ebw AIID D. T1n:1u:-.:s 

AtaaT :'-I. Tooo 

Wru.1.nr S. t:"RE:s 

Os\\".lLD GARl130S \°(LLAIID 

B. CH . .\ll:SEY \"L.ADf.CJt 

D,-.,o \YAnat...-n:1:s 

FJtA:SK P. 'WALSH 

GF.OIIG!: P. WEST 

PETU \\".rrr 

L. HoLLI:SG WOWTH \\"ooo 

Yirgin Islands Ci\·il Libertie Committee, r: O. Box G6, 
FrPderikstecl St. Croix, V. I. 

Youngstown \\"orkers Defense League, 613 Falls Ave., 
Young,,town, 0 . 

February 21st, 1928 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Ternole; E 105 St. at Ansel Roa.d, 
Cleveland, Ohio 

I:-ear Rabbi: 

As you are doubtless aware, the reversal 
by the Tennessee Supreme Court of the conviction of John 
Thomas Scopes was on technical grounds. There has been 
no ultimate adjudication on the constitutionality of the 
statute under which the conviction wa~ found. It ha.s been 
proposed that the American Civil Liberties Union should 
interest itself in getting a. United States Supreme Court 
decision on this important question. 

~hat makes this apparently a pertinent 
suggestion is the fact th~t numerous school boards have 
recently taken it upon themselves to ban the teaching of 
evolution as a matter of purely local option. It is possible 
that a Supreme Court decision against the constitutionality 
of existing statutes ~ould tend to check this practice on 
the part of local school boards. 

If we 
in view, it would be 
a direct aonroach to 

should sponqor an action with this end 
conducted quietly and inexpensively by 
a federal court. 

'~ are writing to you and a few others to 
for any co~~.ents or suggest ions on this general subject. 
shall be deeoly aooreciative of your opinion if you will 
us have it. 

FB:SB 

9incerely 
--3-:-~✓ 

Director 

yours, 

{gl~ 
I 

ask 
?le 

let 



Feb. 24th,192S. 

Forrest Bailey, D1reotor, 
American Civil Liberties Union, 
lCO Fifth ;,.ve., 
New York, r. Y. 

~Y dear 1r. Bailey:-

Permit me to acknowledge receipt of your letter of February 21st. 

I believe that it uoulJ be a ~ise thing to have the United States Supreoe Court 
pass on the question of ~hether school ~uttcrit1es hava the power to proscribe the teaching of 
e~olution, ~nd you -oul~ be renu.ering th~ cause 
of ~ademic freedom a distinct service, if you could achieve that result. 

to remain 
~1th kindest re~ards, permit me 

ery sincerely yours, 

.AHS/IR 
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April 6,19~8. 

To me1·,1be rs cf the 
:Hat i r' :1 2.l C! c;-n.rni "!". t es . 

Friends: 

The regular Sf ring meeting of the 
Nation2.l Committee ·will take place on 1Konday, 
April 23rd at the Civic Club, 18 Dast 10th 
Street, at luncheon, 1 ?.MG Re , orts covering 

Oli'FlCEllS 

Chainna" 
HAUT F. W.un 

Vice-Chain!Uft 
D.ntD STAIUl JOltDA.N 

JAMEi H. MA.traita 

HEU:!or PHELPS STOllU 

Treasurer 
B. W. Huu&ea 

Director• 
ROGEll N. BALDWIN 

FoauST BAIUT 

Field Secretary 
Lucru.E B. M rt:sn 

Coun.tel 
Wotcon H. PrT1UN 

CunoN S. SPEAa 
Washington Corresponde,al. 

Attomes,s and corr~ 
dent• in leadint1 citiu. 

the past year's v;ork will be ma.de and our plans 
for the year will be discussed. We urge all raem - . 
bers of the Con1.wittee living in New York to be 
present . 

The folloi,ving are mer.1bers of the National 
Coill!--;-iittee v1hose terrn.s ex~)ire this April: Jane Ad.dau1s, 
Clarence Darrov:, Robert Yi. Dunn, Eliza.beth G .Flynn, 
Kate Cra,ne Gartz, Arthur G. Hays, Frederic C. Rowe, 
James Ueldon Johnson, Agnes Brown Leach, Hary E .. 
McDowell, A.J.lluste, Scott Fearing, Walter Nelles, 
William Pickens, John A. Ryan, Joseph 8cl1.lossberg, 
John F. Sinclair, ~dward D. Tittmann, Oswald 
Garrison Villard, David ~allerstein, George ?.West 
and L.Hollir.igsv1 crth Wood. Their places 1·1ill be filled 
either by reelection or ny new nominations. Please 
send in the names of any persons you ~ish to propose 
as new members. Please express any opinion you have 
in regard to the election or reelection of members 
of the committee to reach us in time for the meeting 
on the 23rd. 

r 

SB 
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Deceitoer 21,1928. 

Members of ths National Committee 

Friends: 

The elections Qf last June resulted in 

the ch8ice of the foll~Ning persons who may b-e 

OFPJCERS 

Chairman 
HAIUlY F. WA&D 

Vire-Chairmen 
HELES PH.ELPS Sro1u:11 

DAVID Suu JORDAN 

Ju11!8 H. '.\uoua 

Trean,rer 
B. w. HIJYMCB 

Director, 
Roen N. BALDWIN 

Fo11.RE.li!T BAILEY 

Field Secrdarv 
L1.:c1u1e B. MrLsEa 

Comud 
AaTH(;R G.uYIELD luva 

Washingttn1 Representatit,e · 
CUYTOS s. SPE.U 

.Htorneys and correspon.. 
dent• i11 l'!ading citiu. 

added to the National Committee as vacancies occur-: 

Charles F. Amidon 
Edwin ]JI. Borchard 
Zechariah Chafee, · Jr. 
Edward f. Costigan 
John Dewey 
Huoert C. Herring_ _ 

All nominations received from committee 

members were carefully considered. The names finally 

submitted for the ballot were only those of persons 

to whom no marked objection was raised~ Of those 

finally declared elected there was none opposed by 

more than one vote. 

Under Article 3 of the By-Laws, which pro

vides for the election to the Executive Committee of 

a limited number of persons not meu1bers of the National 

Committee, Miss Anna Rochester has been made a raember 

of the Executive Committee, subject to confirmation 

by the NatiQnal Com.nittee a~ the next electi~n. 



American Civil Liberti s 
100 Fifth Avenue 

New York City 

?v!onthl,, Bulletin for Action 

• non 

Date, fl nr i 1 , 19 '.7i O . 

tNe ask the oror:-mt Cr'operation o t ., ll to whom this Bulletin 

cones. 0 tr r._,:,tional campaigns are effective to the de.e: ree in which 

the 't_r are backed up hy p.:roups and individuals all over the countrv, 

at the s~~e time. Remember th~t letters to nuhlic officials 

and t0 newsDRDers are our best mear..s of oronaganda. ~veryone of 

them ro,~ nts. Please advise us of the 8.ction you take. 

'EAY 1ST DT- FOl!S'I'R 1' I 01JS 

The-re is dancrer of more serioiJ.s di~ord8r on M~y Dav trian 
occurred in the M'"' .. rch 6th unemuloyed demonstrf-l_tions unless our 
fr.!.end s act qt on~e to n~":P.nt attacks hy +:hA oolice on the Commuri: -
led meetin::i-s and ~ar~des. 

''ie urge our frienrs in ever~r city, ,.,,hntever hapcenec1 on l'Tarch 
Fth, to find out no-.r: v.1here the, r.om:r-unist P~rty nronoses to hold it9 
street meetinf" or p 0 rade o~ ~-;:1 v T::::_, .. , 8.nd then to see tli.e. officials, 
urging them to arr-tnt -permits whe!'e required. ~ven where the Com
murists refuse t-.,o ask for nermits the ofi"icials can vraive th·".\ t 
technicality if they· wish. ~rrp-e of!'iciA.ls not. to ma'lre ~-nv r1 isplav 
of force. Have triem instruct the po l ice only to rria:V.e ar r ests in 
case of viol~tions of law. 

If th.ese negotiP_tions \'Ti th the auth.orities fail, announce th~ t 
disir.terested i..'ritnesses v.rill attend the meetinp:s to get evidence for 
civil and crimir..-=tl actions a r-8.in s t nolice l~wles~ne s s. Of fer public
ly in advqnce tot Bke any case ·which may ari~e. 

In some cities it np0ears th!1_t veter8.ns' org;:"nizations are voirg 
to hold cour.ter-demonstrations on f!'. !lV Da.~r. This i s nrovoca ti ve of 
di s0rder ~.n(1 vi o Ience. If s1J.ch olan~ are being mq_de in your city, 
steos oug-~t t.o "oo tF.iken to see that the.ir demonstr:-\.tion is as f~.r 
re~oved as oossible in hour and nlace from the Com~unist de~onstrat
ion. 

·wire the national office collect if you neer cooper:1tion or 
ir.structions. Please act immediatelvt 



, -

'::.'::e no,.:~~ =:.i:::::.9"r~ ~ion Co,:i::!i t~t E.e ~c·nt int;.es to h -:)ld up a he!J.rir1g 
o __ -::--_e i ss·-ie :>f !\d::.i j-:_:_np- to ci t:.zer"t3:-u.r:: c on~!cj P.~~~"1. ous ob i e etora to . . 
7.I2..::-. A ti)..l introdu~ed. oy Eepresentar.ive Anthcny J. Griffin of Ne 1 • 

., ' • ~ • u J ~ - t..7 r ' • 1 ti.... • b • 11 d t di t 1 elm • t -:)r.t: _s r:r-n1...:.n;,;, l ... n 0 · _ . •ni e !1lS i oes no rec -Y ~ i 

alis:i -:;t.jecto:rs to citizenship it can rasily be amended to Ll.o so ... 

!..-s~ters or tele~rams should be sent at once to Albert Johnson, 
c~a "-r-7:an, Ho~se Lr.~igration Com-.,ittee, Vfashinp-r.on, urging a hearing 
or.. ::.2.3547. 

?--"EEP UP THE Fir:R~ ON !LIEN RFGIS'l'R 1·TION 

Ssr..ato:r- Blease's bill providinp.- for a volunt~ry 3:rc--tem of rer
is~::2..':~aL. of 9.liens h~s ·just be-en renor·ted f8.voratly to the Sen-,, tc. 
:-: i:e.;; be ki-:_1 ed by~ vip-or-ous campaign of nrotest ap:ninst any and 
~ll .:'o::-:~s of r2:-isterinr,: :?.1.i e ns. '"rite or 1Nire your Senators n:ro
~ss-::.r-_z ~g_ir.st the n~1~sag:e of S.1278. Send letters to vou't' local 
r;~-c ~:-'s. Sec th s , . ,. .... i ,O'!"'S. '!et r -: solutions ~dopt E' d by ori;ra!'llzations 
!:.::d :- c1ort tr.er to th -:-· nross. _i .. ct novv. 

!_ bill '!rovic. ·n~ for -:i. con"·, i_ssion to ~tudy the ,.uriverRal dr:1:Ct" 
f :>!' ':: r_E next v1a r has ry:_._ s s E; d th c, ":-1 0 1J. ~e o f Ee o Y>O so nt a -t-. i 'tT(; s qnd is 
C=f'JT S tt..:.:- ~:,::; r..~ t e . It j ~ b :1. ck::- d h" thf-: A.meri~~~n Legion and !=>llicd 
~""!"'J,-r- -.! ""'? ., ..... ~ o ...... o 
.._, ~ ;::~ _l_ .,:._ L~-- u J. ._._~ • 

•1-~ilc t!'.i· oill red some of its t0 ~th knocke d o l 1.t by an amend-

~s:-.~ nro'h:.bitinp- tl:c commission from considc rinP.' the: conscrintion 
:)f :.~b:>:-, it is nc'f c r-t~-:. -::. 1( si: d~n~cro s to t--ikc nny ~· t e n tovrg_rd a 
'·..:.~ =- ..-,: ~~al dr~ft ". ,:·ri tc vour scnf'_to:rs 0'9nosin, T: J Hos .251 & SJ Res.145. 
--:e::..:. -;~ G:.1 w~at Y~'..l thinlr: about v,ar Dl' 8 parations, a !1cl no.rtic, . ..i..arly 
"'"r -:: ,...T> i -nt-ion 
'-'-'•.; ... \,.,- -~ u_ .&. • 

• 

?1-:s 1:niten St~t E; s Dr:n .'l:>tr1.cnt of Labor an-o:?.rr_• ntly sanctions ths 
2.~t.:.-;: t.:f:s of one C'harles ,-,.; -· oon , B. n f'.~cnt of th :- ~'.l.reau of Con
c.:l~ ?. :::!.on, V!'ho ~!'.'.!S for 1nonths b t .. n ,1sin~ h.is ,-:--f f ;_ciql oosition to 
... ~ .. o ... i.r r"dicrls ~ _, __ \..,__ t::. - ':.l • 

r=s hounded Piss Ellen Dawson, l c ft-ving strike l r-D. dcr, tryin~ 
t:) ~-=·~ her ci tizenshio revoked bocDuse of ricr ,q ctivities; he tcst-
l f:. s :i 1!1 co~rt in ~rooklyn th"" t he 8 cl vised an cmoloyer to br, .. fJ.k a 
c~:r:";!'&.ct v;ith 4 loft-wing union; h e 8. DPf.'t-: r c d publicly in Com~iss
:!_o::::-..:, of ?olicc ~-'h£>.1E-n1 R . offir.c to , ndorse 11.is stronC7-arm m,: t"'.o~ s 

a;-2. ~::st Comrrt1nic:::ts; r>nd h(; 11·,s just publishe d q 'book rocountlnp: 
~-:.s c zoloits in att f!. cki nP- t • .... c 11~ c n".C8 of the r e ds". 

?he Civil Li 1-)erti-: s :Inion 11~ s cl -- Y'l.~_nf.co th- t •1ood be r cr.1ovcd. 
~s.~~ • .. ::o the 'Cr.ion n,, ··-riti!'l,... to J r..m(.~ J. D~i,_ris, SC:.crct0.ry of L8bor, 
-;t;< s:::.i.r.~ton, ~skinP" ,· ·ooa' s r1.,.:: ov~1. ar. r: ~corln:--his n.cti vi ti.,_: ::> '3. s 
~r--:::-'Jpcr. ~-7ri t(: "tTou::- ov·n scr...r~to2"'s !? s· ·i n.rr t : . ( .f": to tak~ up the 

0 0 O 
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, 

.'I1PJTES of the -neeting- of the nae.rd of Directors held .i!onde. y., 
·'· ri'1. 2ltl~~C, 1 P.,~. at the Civic Club, 18 Eqst 10th Stre0t, New 
York Citv. Present: Messrs.· 1 'ard, Eailey, Baldwin, Barnos,. Frank, 
Eays, Linvi 11e, Scr..lossberg, Triomas, Mrs. f.'Tilner 8nd 1~iss.Flynn. cv :r.vitatior.! /t.ldrich Blake, Travis Clements and Leon A.rA.ten • . • 

1. The min·.ites of the Pl'cvious meeting '"ere ~onrovcd ;.;. · _ent 
o·.:. t . 

(a) 1;p..e followinv. members of thC' JJ9.tlon~l r.ommitt:ce, 
'\'{ho~e ter:ns r;·-cire at th.is time, V•8re rc-el£·ctcn for three years: 
Barry Elmtr ~7rL~s, Berbert S. Bigelow, Richard C. Cahot, Ernst 
Frc"..lr.d, Ferris L!illqui t, • Ge qrge m. Y.irchwey, Julia C. Lathrop, 
r..rt~'.1r i,e.Se'..l(;r, henry R.Lir.ville, Alexander deiklejohn, Julia 
C1 Cor:nor Parv.cr, Jeanr.E.ttc R!l.nkin, Vida D. Scudder, Abba Hillel 
Si.~ver, · Albert !·~. Todd. 

The q'..lcstion of rc-elcctinP- ;H ilJ.iam ~. Foster was 
l~id on th r tq,.,lc:., _ Oc) r.d:,tr.rr c.or,.fcrence ,..~,it'-1 him to dctc:rl'l'!ine h.is 
\'1 i~'r1£.s, thr undcrst 0 .nding ·hoinfT' nc~n .r'17. lle th!1t 11.c is still :=t member 
of the Co~mit~c0. 

A.mos Pir .. chot W!'l. B elected to the CoT.-r1ittee for thrE:e 

!-(onday, :fli:ay 5, W9.S dt_' sign!l.t .cl for the cor~sid~ration 
ty t!l8 :Coard of ::1.an .l. tional r.ominc c s !'or the Corr1rri ttce. 

(t) Prr:s o r;.t members of thr Ro!=!.rd of I,i r c ctors ,.vcre dc
cl~red r e -elected for terms accordina to their cl~s~ l ficqtion as 
rr. c mb~;rs of the. L~a t ionql Corr.mi ttv c . Thc-v arc th., fo llnv1 i n17: 
Fo!"rcst ~a ilcy, P.or-i:-. r E1. ld\1vin, Harry Elmer B0 rn, s-19~,3, Rob e rt 
r .:.r.n-_93~, ~-:Jrris Ernst-1932, _1''R.ltc r F'r8.nk-19:7)2, r rt,._,.,.1r Garfic ld 
!-:!". _·s-2.93l, ~.icr .1-I·;.(;t.sch-1932, l~u hsr t C. T-1 ( rring-19:52 , John HR.yncs 
qol:-:-::s-193~·, qcr1ry R. Lir ... vilJ. c -1933, Rohcr-t Forn3 Lovctt-1932, 
:=_·.1c- i __ f : 5. ~fi_r. c r, 11 illin.m .Jur.Ii.-1932, Jose.oh Sch lo ssbE rp:-1931, 
_.:orrr:qn ':1h.o~!"ls-19~2, Hqr~y F. 1;;8.rd-1~32, t.mos Pinc"'ot-1933. 

( c) ~11.r- 9 rud lP. l m; c ti.nr.- n.d.iournr d in ord ' r t.rt'=' t ~.11. · ~o ri~• 
of T,i!'-·ctors miP-!lt rrocccd im~( di r:t t( ly to the, c- loction of of f .ic · rs 
of the corpor~tion. 

3. Thr :.~0°rd of Dircc+-.ors r c -c.lectf; cl th e orcsrnt officer~ --
t'1.' coroor!"l_tior .. , ,...s foJlo~·s: l-l'!'lrrv F, 1,•1~rcl, C~ .. ~5..nnrin: 1~•: l , n '?"'clo. 
S to kr S, J R.l"'\C S H. 7-•i p _ U:t't : r !'.\. !1r Frc < ~0n t () ldr r, "i C ( ; -c '1.!t i TT"'(- n; Be Il lf' • 
-~,.irb !=ch, r:irc,,s1.1rer; RoP-c r ?: . ~nla·,in, Dir•(.c+-.or; Ferre.st Pf-lilcy, 
~i rcctor ~nd Sscrct~r~ . 

4. ( a ) 'L'hc., Eo!:1. rn not; c th 0 . t ,,_ 0 ·r , m ( n t h" s b ( • n r . ri e li.r ct. "1e; -
"tWC ,:n th ·· r.omr::1.lrJ.iQts r-t r/i th, Po lice -~;r: r ,-h:c'--· +·ri.c- :. !?.:f D~vc -:- T11on
str!:>_+-ors \A1ill 1:Jc o- r"1i tt c d to r-.s-e:rn ··l · first n t Rutgc rs S0uar · to 
ho:!.d a r!l-r tinP." t1i.cn to Of'l_r~i:-~, t C' ~Irion 3qu..,rc u:d ,·r oolic r. orot c ct
ion to hold t~~ir ~c~onstr,,tion 0t 3 o'clock. 
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( ) t:r . ~:~:lS rcr."r~e~ .ee>~t)l.6.t,1t,n -o~ ur oe1.rP.tions to 
.... ( titior. the t-.uocllP..t-- Division fo:; th•- 01A ;:-- t -- r of Chief City .. S'.\sris
tr~ .. tc f•.cAdoo . 

(c) The. Bonrd notE;i' t11.,..t it 11.Pd bocome Y:ccessnrv to 
~bnr.don the orosrc.1tion of c'r1.'1rgcs ~ . t"? 0 inst ir.riv1dun.l oolire: office~ 
~n. ~;r._os~ C!"lscs hc"'1.rinP-s ·,crE: held tr;ril lJ, o::ing to t'rv f.qilurc of 

ecmpkinents nnrl v1 itncsscs to ircntify the: officers comnlrtinc d n_o-o fr.st . 

5. T~_t f!o~:rd notrrl th~t t;hr Blc'l.Sf; bill for th.r certific~" 
tion of ~liens hrid bron pn.ss.c;d 'nril 1811v th, ~cr.-.t;; •rith.out rol -

c-1. ll, but th ri +-, ths me; 0 , sure hri d bC; -:-n order( d for r _ -c or.s idc r') tion o.nd 
oln.c~d on the c~Jcndqr. 

6. Th{_: Bo!l.rd r.i..ut;horizcd the ~oridinv- of !1 rl.c lcp.-!1..tion to tr:r 
Prc·sidc t!t to llrp;c his further consid :. r'1tion of t!-1( ~'ltt;fr of restor

inP' civi 1 riP:ht;s to oc·rsor:s convicted unncr th r w,,r-tim ~· csoior.f-l.P' · 
~cts. 

? • I'ric bor-.rd rlotcd th~. ~.f'f irmn.r..cc by the ~r.itcd Stri.tos 
Circuit Co-..irt in Philn.dclohi::1. of the, order vqc~.tir..er the citizcnshin 
of Jotn ~~lcolcs.n..r:yi t1.nd r c cordccl itself !"l_s f"'.~roring !'tr. anpc~l to thE

t~itcd St~tcs Sunrcmc Co~rt. 

8. On r(;commcnd .... ~ tion of t c dircc·tors , s unnortcd by '1 

nrescr:t,,_tior: hy .. !r. V0.J.cr:.ti ~nid Mr . nio~r,..,nitti, th l'. 9o!-'.rd P.uthorizcr1 

th(; form~.tion of "'n indc-:Jc r.dcnt corrimi ttoc for the ournosc: of ndvoc-
::. ti.l'!g lc!'Ti,..lqtion to cstn..1-)l_ish the- urincipl( of the 11ri~t of 
as·yl~" for ooliticn.l exiles of other co~l tries in the 1;nitcc;l St 0 t 
'=-he directors 1·•crc instructr::cl to confe r ,!1ith ·cssrs. niovr,,,n itti, 
V-8.l cnti P.nd i,~usts to this end. 

9~ Tho issuqr,cc of n st 0 . tcmcnt or.!. the srvcrc sentences 
i!:1D0~('(1 O!l ~-1illi".)J'"1 z. Fo0tc.r ".nc. th-r-c·· of hls fn"J.r !'I_S!10Cintos uridcr 

tr'lc cor!vir.tion found !:l_cr!'lnst, t~cn: in conr.c r.+-ion rritr. the ( vents of' 
'. r q r c i,, 6 th . 

10~ 1'!onr.~.E T1i.or1qs r; r,ortorl on t'b_r <1o'.Jd ··ill Rqdio St<;\tion 

of D: troit f'.nrl. the rQdio lcct'.1r'-·•s of Fn.tric-r Co1lP-hlin ~. t:t.l=l.c'vincr lih
cr•-,_1 ,;,_r:r- r!:ldicrils~ 'Fhc- Boa.rf.. 0 .p:r cid ,r ith Vr . 'fhnm 0 s thnt, 1 gis 

l~tion to enforce the oriLcinlo of fqir ol~y in thr bro0 dc'1stin~ of 
cont.rovcrsir-tl -m!tt+:cr ~c (;ms to h( clcs irt:1hlc, P.r.d r r fc·rr d t1'1 ( mflttc r 

to .-ir . Errist .for rE;commc!'ld:1.tion. 

O O O 



AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES · UNION 
I 00 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY 

Rabbi Abba H.Silver, 
Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland,Ohio 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

June 18 ~ 1930 

Ma::y cf tne must serious violations of the .-;uarante-;;s 
of civil lib~rty during the past ten years have crow~ out of 
increased use of injunctions. A jud·~·:e car~ declare practic
ally any act illegal, cite f or contemp t a person violati~g 
his ore.er and then pass s enter.!.ce , actin .-- as prose~uto r, 
judge and jury. 

trnile the chief abuse of tJ;is po';ler of the courts has 
occurred in labor disputes, it hc:.e been usecl to jail editors 
criticizing court orders and decisions. In the enforcement 
cf prohibition, too, these su!nmary processes are invoked in 
place of ordinary criminal pros,2cutior_s ::•:ith trial by jury . 

To he lp curtail thess frcwing powers of the ccurts, the 
Civil Liberties Union has constituted tV"JO cc:r:1mi ttees, -- one 
dealir.6 1,1i th injunctic:is in le,bor disp11te;. only, t::.e other 
with contempt of court in relation t o t~e press and the en
forcement of judge-made la~. 

We are asking several hundred people th:::.-ou~hout "the 
country interested iL t~es e i2sues, or in o~e or tne other 
of them, to join tl-l. ese corr .. :ni ttees. 'f?lo cn1y c-bligation will 
be to pass on matters of fClicy by mail. We ~eed your help 
by serving on both cnmmittees but we s},e.11 be glad to have 
you serve en one or the other. The work cf toth committees 
will be in charge of a small grour of la~yers ~ere in New 
York, responsible t o the ex9cutive cor..W1ittee cf the Ur:.ion, 
ar:d directed. by Dr. Alexan~er Fleisher, 1;ho has volunteered. 
his services to do this job. 

The practical tasks atea.1 a.r:~: (1s t- ) the or6anization 
of a nation-wide campaign to support tr:-?. general principles 
of the anti-ir:junction bill new before the Senate, a:-td tc 
a d ·•Iocat e similP .. r state legislaticn; (2i:d.) to draft b e th f e C:. 
e~al and state statutes ained at limiting t~e pow~r 0 f j udges 
t o sentence for contempts not committ ee_ in t~e preser:ce of 
the court. 

Would you be good enough tc rGply a t your sa~ly ~on -
venienGe on tae enclosed card? 
decision until you see the list 
be glad to send it. 

If yo~ ~~efer to defAr 
of acceptances, we will 



AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 

100 FIFTH AVENUE. NEW YORJC CITY 

July 16~ 1930, 

To those vrho accepted on the committees 
on Injunctions, or Coptempt of Court, 

or boi_;h~ 

Friends: 

You will be as gratified as we are with the re

sponse to our letters inviting service on committees to 

h~lp revise the law relating to injunctions and contempt 

of court. 

To date we have received almost three lm.ndred and 

eighty acceptances as you will note by the enclosed 11st. 

We will be happy to have from any of you further suggestionij 

of pe~3ons interested in these issues whose names would add 

weigh~ to the list already obtained. 

You are doubtless aware that the Senate bill aim

ing to re~trict inj'·.mctions was reported unfavorably to the 

Senate by the Judiciary Committee on a divided vote of 11 to 

7. It: will come up again in December. In the meanwhile 

efforts 8~0uld be made to change the views of certain of the 

senators who voted against the bill and to reach all senators 

while they are at home. 

We ask all those who have accepted on this committee 

to be good enough to get in truch with their o,;im senators by 

letter or personal call to sound out their views in regard to 

this proposed legislation. We would appreciate your advising 

us what you learn. 

With appreeiation, 

Sincerely yours~ 

~1~::f'~ 
Secretary. 
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'WILLIAM L. :Sc-ss 
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Free Speech Free Press Free Assemblage 

American Civil Liberties Union 
100 Fifth Avenue, New York City 

TOmpki.na Sq~re 6-4330 

June 22, 1931 .. 

To Our Friends in Ohio: 

OJ.'J,' JC /!RS 

CAai""°" 
Hn:aT F. W.uo 

Y i<"e-C ,\,ii~ 

HauN PBl!LN Snnca 
J,uu,. H. M.auua 
F~:MONT OLOrta 

Tr~rer 
8. W HmMCR 

Dir~ctor• 
Rooza N. BAU>wtJf 

Foiuu,;n B,uLST 

CowMd 
A&TRU■ G.AllFJ"El.0 HAY■ 

~loRJUi L. E■SIT 

ReaearcA s~c:retarr, 
Lucru.a B. M1Lsu 

Washingfon Counael 
EoMUSD D. C.A)(P8£1.L 

,Htorneys and corru,,o,t
dent. in leading cit~• 

It is somewhat late to be approaching you in 
this matter, but we believe you will still be effective 
if you will act on our suggestion. We propose that you 
send, each of you, your individual protest against the 
sum:-:iary dismissal of Dr. Eerbert A. Miller from the 
faculty cf Ohio State University. 

You are probably familiar vnth the circum
sta_~ceso Dr. Miller has a long and honorable record as 
a sociologist and an educator. His standing in his 
field is one of eminencea But because of complaints 
alleged to have been made four years ago by parents 
against his teachings on interracial ~id domestic re
lations, and becaus$ of a speech he nade in Bombay in 
1930 '3Xpressing sympathy with Mahatma Gandhi, Dr.Miller 
has been notified by the Board of Trustees that his 
contract is not to be renewed. Absolutely no other 
reasons than these were given. 

It would be difficult to point to~ more 
flagrant violation of academic freedom. 

~ . 
We hope every ~riend of the 

Liberties Union will a.~~ :bls nrotest 
numbers that have alrcadv been sent. 
letter to --

Pmerican Civil 
to the great 
Addre~s your 

The Board of Trustees and 
The President of Ohio State University, 
Columbus, Ohio. 

Sincerely yours, 

l ~A. A~ .. ~ ~-"~'" ~ 1-
n1 rector. 



OFF"ICERS 

W~LTE~ "'4. °'ELSON Al'd1ERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIE·s UNION 
EXECUTIVE BOARD 

CAROLINE PARKER 

HON,JA~ES! . ELLMANN 
VICE · CHAIR"4A.N 

TRE.>.5UqER A,_O COR~ES· 

PCN;::i,-.::; &EC ET.>.RV 

RECOROtNG SECRETARY 

HON PATRICK H. O"BRIEN 
CHA.IR"'4AN OF LEGAL COMMITTEE 

[DETROIT BRANCH) 

™-!"f§I ftfliP-OCK •"v~N.U~ 

~@ 
11 ,A ll•m- i; n'< l , 

Detroit, 
:Jee. le-, 

: :i Ch. , 
1 °3] . 

.: .::b~i :-i:i llel Si 1-.,er, 

Cleveland, Oviio. 

:~ dear Dr. Silver: -., 

On a. ccount o:- ~rour ":- ll ~cno--rn interest 

CHAIRMA, 

MOSES L. WALKER 

ETHEL R. VORCE 

A. G, MEZERIK 

NICHOLAS V. OLDS 

WALTER M. NELSON 

HON JAMES 1.ELL~ANN 

MARY ROSENTHAL 

FRED J. SCHUMANN 

in saf egu;:..rdi 115 and ex-:-.ens ion o ~~ t :le ri •~:1-i: s o.(' r ree 
s-peech, I :,. ':l calling to your 3tt2ntion ;:, si~no. l -:1ictory 
1• r1 -'-n1· S ,... .... ls;:) •••111· C~1 .. ,~ ···011 1· n -:- • .:::. 1.r"l0 t -....c-.r, -:.r. 4- - - .11~ 

l, _1 ~- Cct, ~ \.,L ! \ v ,-:l.v "' -,J\_,"' ,, , J.. c;_t.;;_ .L, _.J ... 

··•r.1·ch ·re rre no·- a'e-f 0 na,·.,,.,-~ r-,.--1·n~4- ..,...,... -1·..., a 
- - ..• ct ,,v •'- -'~ "> rt,.,_,,:-:., vl, -~v so .,_...., 

reco~si::er':.tion. 

I ~ , ;..~ ~ t 8 r re J. d i T1 g t 11. e e n r l O 8 C d r i ::' C • l r • r , 
:,-011 ·,rish JC> express JO'J..r 0"9ini0n on t.1-:le ""1~tter direc-~ly 
to tr\..e n.o:::rr. o.!' .....,d·1c:::, :-. i_on, i. t ·1i-:rit 11~1. --;re con~iGer:,.1-;l~ 
''•: ei½1.t in in:l'.lencin; L:1.e'1 to ··.i thst:-:_ nj t~e ver:r a cti Ye 
.r. 0 r .~ :=. S O .J:> r - r C J,. .; 0 ·1 ··-,,._ 1· C ,.... ' l co ....., 0... ""' ,__ .; 1 .; Z .; '1...,. 0 n -'-v 

1,""l l
0 

!=l 
'-J ....., ..L c:a t.JJ.. --1 J. i ! .._ ., v 1~ · • 1 JJ... _ J.. J. .. ..: • _ 

q ies1:1on, :..~na to r .3 :·:_-~~~ ir·-.'! t:ie ir :,resen t J0 '3i·,ion 
··:~ir 80 '11nl_etelv 11"8--iolf.s tr,e ri v:ht of,.!.. tes.c~-:er to 

~ . , r-. -

: re e s ~ e e c :-i o a t 8 i d e o ~ t '-i e c l i:. s r o o "'1 • 

1.·:it'1.out do·1bt t:1.is c:..:.3e ..,li:.1_1 s3r;e ::.s 8. 

recedent -o= '"1'"'--!'1 -; r ott.e:- , :. r t o ,, +::~:e co1.1ntty. If ··:0 

·1:r-e s :1ccess: ·1l in ~aint ·:,i ninJ 0L1r : resent re ~'J.l ~.t ion, 
:reedO';! o: s-peec-h '/:i ll "be Grea Jy "3D'"'0"1T,:-:•,.er., 1 1lt r-i 

ce~e 2. t now v10 ld ea di~~e2.rtenin1 'blo .. ,· to ~1e c ~--1~e 

in ··; 1,:ic!l -;re b th so stron:_; ly be 1.ie--rre. 

". • • if there i any principle of the Constitution that more imperatively calls for attachment than any other, it i the principle of free t.h0\11bt-not 

free t!iouiht for tho e who agree with us, but freedom for the thought that we hate." Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes. U. S. Supreme Court. 
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NATIONAL COMMITTEE 

C ttAltLBS F. AMJDON 

HAUY ELMER B.ur.u 

H£RBUT s. B,GBU-. 

EowrN M. BoaCH.UD 
RiCHAao C. ~T 

JoH.-.. S. CccMA." 
CLAllENCB o~~ao .... 
JoH.-.. DmY 
)AMES H. Oil.LARD 

ROBERT w. DUNN 

SttEawooo EooY 
ELIZABETH GLENDOWl!ll EVANS 

JoHN F. FINUTY 

E:.12:ABi.TH Gu.u.c:y FLY:-eN 
\'v ALTER FRANx 

FELIX FRAl"lKFU RTER 

ERNST FR.BUNO 

K,\ TB C.lA.-.;1, GAATZ 

Noa..-.uN HAPGOOD 
POWERS HAPGOOD 

HUBERT C. HnaJNG 
MoUJS Hn.LQurr 
JcHN HAYr-'ES HoLMBS 
F;uma.c C. HvwB 
JA.'4ES WELDON JoHNSON 

GEcRGE W. KutatWEY 

JoHN A. WP 

JULIA C. LATHROP 

AGNES BROWN LEAOt 

ARTHUR LESt.:Et.:R 

HENRY R. L!!'ov' ILLE 

Roaay M oil.SS LoVETT 
MARY E. McDowELL 
ANNH MARTIN 

ALEXANDER ~h::XLEJOH. .. 
HENRr R. MuSS1JY 
A. J. MuSTE 
WALTER NELLES 

W1i.LlAM L. l UNN 

JULIA s. o·co . OR P-'Rl'CER 

\V1Lu.ur Piocn.s 
AMOS PINCHOT 

JEANNETTE RANKIN 

EDWARD A. Ross 
ELBBRT RUSSELL 

JoHN A. RrAN 

JoHN NBVIN SAYRB 

WILLIA."' SCAALETT 

JosE?H SCHLOSSBERG 

Vm~ D. ScuooER 
AcBA HILLEL S 1LvER 

JoHN F. S1NCLA1R 

CLAaENCE R. SKL."'C"'Ea 

NoaMAN M. TttoM.u 

EnwAao D. TrrrMANN 
MtLLIB R. TRUMBULL 

WILLIAM s. lI'REN 
OswALD GARRISON V1LLA1to 

B. CHARNIJY VLADl!CX 

O.wm W ALLERSTBIN 

Gl!ORGB P. WEST 

PoTER WnT 

L. HoLLINGSWORTH Wooo 

Free Speech Free Pr~ss Free A semblage 

American Civil Liberties Union 

OFFICER~ 

Chon,,,,_ 
HA1utr F. W.uo 

100 Fifth Avenue, New York City 

V iu-Ch.urmtrt 
HELEN PHELPS STOltB5 
JAMBS H. MAURER 
FREMONT OU>u TOma,,ldaa Square 8-4:S:SO 

T1t1Uu1tr 
B. w. HUEBSCH 

Dirutors 
RoGaa N. BALDWIN 
FORREST 8AJLSY 

Counul Je.~1ue..ry 16, 19 39-iTHUA GARFIELD HAn 
~!ORRIS L. U"fST 

To the menbers of the 
Natione.l Committee, 

Frieads: 

Rtstorch Secrd.zry 
LUCILLE B. M1LN1Ut 

W a1hm g lon Counul 
EoMuNo D . CA.'4PBBLL 

Atto,ntyJ and co"t1pon
dtnll in ltading citit1 

This is our first direct communication to 

you for soLle ti~e for the simple reason that there 

nas no matter of policy on which we ~eeded the vote 
of ~ e□bers of the committee. T~o matters of policy 
no~ come before you, on which we ask an e:Qression 
of ~rour op inio.a: 

1. Subsidiary crganizatioas 

For some time it has beeil t~1e policy of the Union, ~hen a special piece of ~ark needed to be do~e, to organize subsidia~J comri~i ttees theoretically i~dependent of U~ion direction. The work has been done in our office, but t~e committees have m~de their own dee i siot1s a:-id have app ealed for public support on the basis of their own S?ecicl ~erk. The theory in setting up t:1ese ir1depende ,1t orgc:::1.izations 1:1e..s that the~, would enlist support ~hich the Civil Liberties Union itself could ~ot e~list a~d ~hich freed from identificc.tion with our other work t ~1e job they had in hand. 

But a f eeli:-ig has oee::i Gro ;,.,ing in our board that ~ith the gro~th of these subsidiary orga~izations, the Union's activities have become too mucn diffused and have left the main organizetio~ too exclusively i n the field of defe~se i~ the courts &nd therefore too much ide~tified ~ith defense of radical cases. The Board of Lirectors has therefore resolved, subject to vour a·pnroval ., .l 

"1. To change the relation bet~:,een our present subsidiariJ organiz~tio~s and ourselves so that ultimate control ~ill lie in the Boerd of Directors o t· the Ci vi l Libert i es u~1. i o :i, re f erring to these subsidic.ry orgal1.izations cases,. policies an~ other issues es they corae up. 
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"this applies to the Committee on Labor Injunctions, 
the National Cou~cil on Freedom from Censorship, the National 
:,Iooney-Billings Committee a:1.d the Committee OD. Academic Free
dom. 

11 2. To see to it that these subsidiary orgai7.izations 
described as directly connected with the A~erican 
Civil Liberties Union as parts of it, and that in 
publicity of any sort the connection of the Ci~il 
Liberties Union be made clear." 

~ill you be good enough to indicate on the enclosed 

card ~hether or not you are in agreement with this new policy? 

2. Religious and educational freedom 

Last spri:ng we got out e. pamphlet entitled "The Gag 
0::1. Teaching" which covered all the legislative restrictio:t~s 
on schools ~~d colleges during the past decade~ That pam
~hlet aroused co~siderable criticism on the ground that cer
tain of the issues were not our concern and that others did 
~ot involve minority or individual rights, but educational 

1 • pc .... icy. 

Our board, canvassing these objectio~s, has agreed 

(1) That ~e have no concern ~ith Bible-reading in the 
schools e:(cepting r.,,hei.1. it is _compulsory, and that its 
i~terest for us in that situation depends upon a clear 
showi~g in specific instances that a denial of religious 
fre~dom has occurred; 

(2) That sectaria:.~ religious 
nschool time release" ~-,stera 

v 

excused from schools to take 
under private auspices) does 
liberties issues. 

instruction under the 
(u~der which nunile are 

.. J. 

religio~s instruction 
uot ner se raise civil 
~ -

Our Committee on Academic Freedom, wresting with some 
of these border-line issues, has proposed that in all instances 
~ co~sideration of the educatioual principles involved should 
?recede the intervention of the U~ion in defe~se of religious 
fresdo□ or free speech in schools. 

May we also have an e~pression 0f your views on this 

declaration of policy? If it is not clear, further information 

-;-,ill be sent. 
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3. Personnel 

Just to report to you the prese:.1t persoTh.---iel of the Union's 
0 irecting committees, let us say that the o~ly changes in the 
m~:~bers of the I~c.tional Committee since our annual report sent 
:"ou last June are the resignation of former U.S. Sei1.ator Thomas 
·_:. Hardwick of Georgia, and the death of A .:r. Todd of Kala:nazoo, 
;Jich. Senator Hardwick resigned because of differences with us 
over the civil rights of Negroes, as set forth i~ our recent 
iJ2..raphlet 11 Blz.ck Justice. 11 

The Board of Directors, which meets weekly in immediate 
cherge of the Union's affairs, haa suffered the loss of Dr. 
Henry R. Li~1ville ai:1d Jose~)h Schlossberg, who felt obliged 
:c resign 1.Jut '.'!ho - remain on the ~·Jatioaal Cammi ttee. Our chair
ma:-i, Dr. -::ard, is spei."ldin.g his se.bbatical year i~1. Russia gather
ing m~tericl for~ book. Duri~g his absence until next f~ll, 
Dr. John Haynes Holmes is ccting chair~an. 

~e shall be glad to entertain any proposals of new 

members for the National Committee to be voted on at the an

nual meeting in tne spring. We ~ill be glad also to get the 

te~efit of any criticisms or comme~ts you have on eny matter 

~ffecting the Union's business or policies. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ -~L 
/~~')~·. 

( 
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July 12, 1933. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
East 105th st. at Ansel Rd., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

The Board of Directors at a meeting 

on July 10, reelected you ror a term of threa 

years -as a memeber of the National Committee. 

Your term on the committee expired this spring. 

If we do not hear from you to the 

contrary, we assume that we have the privilege 

of your acceptance. 

~cere~y yo';2 

LBM:IE Secretary. 



August. 8, 1933. 

L:r. :. •. !(. Simp .30r .. 

iJeputy A:.i.ministr:1tor 
N-:1t1cn~l Recovery Administr1tion 
.if a sh i n:: ._, o r 4 , D . C • 

The Americ~n Civil Liberties Union, an 

or
6
aniz~tion tormed to pr~tect civil rights, has been 

freq~ently involved in issues in the coal industry 

~ff0cting the freedo~ of miners to organize, strike 

and picK~~- ~e t~7e s~rv~d various unions in the 

indust.ry without distin~ti~n. H~ h~ve n~ concern with 

~ns jelief~ or ~rogra~o of lnose whose ri~hts we 

ch;_..mi:,ion. 

T ~ • 
vn1 ·...-n offers 1,ne 

of thi3 iatert:st the Civil Liberties 
f . .)11 ·.··,inL,.: 3.m r1dments to Section 5. 

(1) I~ p~ra~r~ph C referring to deductions 

from p1y ·:1s 1Jrge t.tle el ii.~in:1tion of the phrase "dues 

t0 tLe labo:-- 0rL<'lniz.1ti-Jn of e:nployees". That phrase 

contemplates deductions fro~ the p~y of emplryees by 

the e~ployer for t~e ~~inte~ance of a union . The phrase 

"tt£: lab8r organizetion" is ased indica:.ing that only 

one uni8n is to be re~0gnized or dealt with by oach 

emplcyer. 

~e urge the ab0lition of th8 so-called 

check-off system of col l ectin~ uniJn dues because it 

6 ives a mJnopoly t0 cne union ::,.nd. thus coerces ··,orkers 

into joining ti1::it union 'Nith· ~lt r"J ~~rd to their possible 

dasire to j:)ir: so!Tt9 othe r unic.,n. The 3ever.J.l minority 

uni o~s in the minin~ inlustry should hav~ an equal 

o}J_ ort\.."..tlity to enlif;t 1:ambers and bargain col .Lectively. 

(2) No provision should be made in the Code 

·,1~ic'1 c0nter.i1,•lu te s t.te reco g nition of •nly one union 

'Nith the inevit. :i.ble c ~n::;equencc of establishing a closed 

union shop untler ~hich me □oers of that particular union 

v, ii. l b3 G □pl oyed excl ~ si 7e ly. Workur s in a particular 

lo~~lity may not care to join this union. Workers in 

e ~ ~ h ir. i r1 e sh J'_t l d d c t c r in in 0 th d i r o VI n a ff i l i at i o n s • In 

som~ c::t3es, an e:.~l-Jyer mi6Lt b ~ required to deal with 
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Mr. N.K. Simpson ' 
National Recovery Adm+nistration -2- Au 0 • 8, 1933. 

the representatives of more than one union. This 

suggestion is in entire harmony with the provision 

of Section (A) (1) that "employees should have the 

right to organize and bargain collectively with 

representatives of their own choosing." 

(3) We suggest the addition to Section 

5, paragraph A, of the following clauses: 

"No worker is to be discharged for 

activities in connection with any labor organization 

and all discharges in which complaints of such 

discri.nination are rnade shall be referred to the 

authority charged with the enforcement of this code. 

No strike or boycott conducted by any trade union shall 

be considered a violation of this code." 

le submit that the purposes of collective 

b~rgaining conterr.plated by the Recovery Act cannot be 

successfully fulfilled without a provision protecting 

from discharge those active in trade unions and witho-t 

a provision assuring \;orkers that the right to strike 

er boycott is unimpaired by the Code. 

Very truly yours, 
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August 10,1933. 

To members of the National Committee 
and other friends. 

Friends: 

The enclosed letter addressed to the Recovery 
Admi~istration deals with some critical issues of lab
or's rights in the soft coal code. Si:nilar points are 
affected in other codes. 

We are taking a stand: 

(1) Against the check-off system of 
emp~oyers collecting union dues; 

(2) For the recognition of .minority 
unions; 

(3) For the maintenance of the right 
to strike and boycott; 

(4) For protecting workers active in 
unions. 

We intend to give this position wider public
ity and, if necessary, to address the President and all 
of .. the members of the .R~oovar.y Adm1.nlstration directly. 
In doing so, may we have the privilege of using your 
name as one of those expressing this position in behalf 
of the Union? Your prompt reply on the enclosed card 
will be appreciated. 

RNB~RW 
Enc. 3 

Sincerely yours, 

/._7,~ J / S,J'jj.At-1:"L 
\,, 



Mr. ~•r N. Baldwin. Chairrnllll, 
~·r1can Ciril LibertiP• union, 
100 ?ifth a.Te., 
New Yo?'k, !. I. • 

, 

,-

In repl.7 ta your kind letter of 
A%-USt 10, pe:!'mi t me to say that I &11 not in 
favor of the latter which you plen to send to 
:a-. :J. L SLn'Daon , Deputy Administrator of 
the liatil)llal BecoveX7 ..\dmln1atrat1on, e9 I am 
not 1n ayxn~tby with the enco\ll"agemen\ of 
m1nori ty unlona in \be minlnr; 1ndu9 tr.r. I 
belie-Ye thai the cause of the miner• 1haa suffered 
a gre8\ deal in the p~,t and will suffer even 
more 1n the future through these intra-union 
co~"1.icta. 

Very alnc~rely yours. 

AH.$:ZX 
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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

NEW YORK CITY 

LUCILLE B. ~IILNER, Secretary 
EDMUND D. CAMPBELL. Washtngton Counsel 
Attorneys and Correspondents 
in leading cities 

May 19, 1934 

We are all deeply grateful 

for your response to our appeal for membership. 

This is doubly appreciated in view of your 

contribution to the work in other ways. We 

should like to be able to exempt you from finan

cial support, but we can r~t afford to let oft 

a single friend who can contribute. 

BWH:LB 
ENC. 

With appreciation, 

Sincerely yours, 

J ~-~c{__ 
Treasurer 
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The Principles of Academic Freedom 
I 

The Issue of Freedom in Teaching, 

AT ~O TL\IE in the past has the question of 
academic freedom been of greater concern to 

Am(-ncan educators tlum today. With the increas
ing ,·u111pJexitJ- of social life there has emeTged a 
c~a5:- of specialists in knowledge whose service to 
thE ·()rnmunity dEpends upon the absolute con
fidencE which the community reposes in their in
h·llt::ct u al integrity. Any attempt to abridge the 
right of research, teaching, and publication is 
tht-rdon: a fundamental challenge to the teachers' 
profbsional status, for whHe the presumption of 
freE-<lom and disinterestedness is lacking, his work 
j, rightly suspect. 

Ir1 addition to hi.:; vocation as a scholar, the edu
cator. bv rirtue of historic tradition as well as . ., 
JJ1e1t 1bc-rship in a democratic community, is called 
upon to furnish leadership both in moulding the 
char:J.cters of the young and influencing public 
polici1::s. The exercise of such leadership carries 
with it the necessity of critically evaluating con
hmporary culture. The imposition of arbitrary 
chec.-k~ upon freedom of teaching, criticism, and 
pub}j'-= vropagation of belief makes it irnpos ihle 
for tE.-ac:hers to de,-elop the traits of leadership-
jndq:.,d1Jcnce, insight, and initiative--for which 
the <.:ornnmnity looks to them today. 

~ or can any teacher win the respect of his stu
dent ~ :rnd properly perform his educational func
t ior.. ~o long as his students believe that he is not 
frH tv ~aJ what he thinks. The American Associa
tior, of University Professors well says: 

" [ 11 order to exert a high degree of beneficial 
influence upon his students, the college teacher 
mn,t first induce their confidence in his sincerity. 
Ht: rnu t convince them that he is intellectually 
frtt and concerned with nothing but eternal 
·Hrities. If, therefore, the students in any col
h·gi:: classroom reach the conclusion that their 
h :acher is afraid to speak his whole mind or 
gii't his conscientious beliefs, the day of his in
flutnct: over them is done. 

"Hence college presidents and governing· 
boards ought to realize that nothing would" 
more surely impair the whole morale of college
instruction than a feeling among the stu<lentS
that those who lead them are themselves being
led, in other words, that their in:structors are 
free to say what they think only so long as it 
coincides with the opinions of those in author
ity."-Bulletin of the American Association of 
University Professors, Yo]. XIX, l\,lay, 1933, 
No. 5, P. 83. 

The quest for truth and the exercise of leader
ship are rendered particularly difficult in a period 
of economic crises and of sharpened social antag
onisms. The range of controversial topics is ex
tended; the issues are more momentous; the pas
sions of self-interest are more easily aroused. Vested 
interests of one sort or another seek to cripple in
struction which they regard as untrue or harmful. 
Self-appointed custodians of the public welfare set 
themselves up as educational censors; attempts are· 
made to impose narrow and sectarian political 
programs upon schools and teachers in order to· 
exploit their professional reputation for disinter
estedness. It is there[ ore imperative i.n fhe present 
era of social tra-miti<.m to define, extend, and def eruI 
the rights and respO'Tlsib·il.ity of all participant8 in
the educatio1l,(ll process. 

The Committee is well a-ware that no absolute· 
principles can be laid down. Every specific case
must be judged as it arises in the light of relevant 
factors. But in order to indicate what factors are 
to be judged relevant in reaching a conclusiona 
nnd formulating a plan of action, and in order to· 
prevent discriminatory action against teachers on 
camouflaged grounds of incompetence, economy,. 
violation of good ta te, etc., the following guidiny
principl.e1t are proposed: 

Administrative Control 

1. In public "adult educatio-n" and in all inst;... 
t'l.itions of hig}u:r ediication, teaching should be
quite free of all interference except for the re-



1 .. 

r 

I -• ,. 

1 

' 
' 

: 
1 

I 

i 

' i 

quirerr:ents of standards of scholarship and ef
f edive teaching. 

".hile teachers should not take advantage of 
their positions to carry on in the classroom par
tisan or sectarian propaganda, no serious opinions 
ou que5tions relevant to the subjects which they 
teach should be excluded from consideration, nor 
should teachers be expected to conceal their per
sonal opinions on such questions. 

If need should arise for an objective interpreta
tion of these limiting requirements as enforced by 
the administration, such interpretation should be 
made by a jury chosen by some permanent organi
zation of instructors, such as the American Asso
ciation of University Professors. At the hearing 
before such juries, students who have been taught 
by the instructor should have the right to be heard. 

(This provision1 however, should not affect the right 
of administrators to determine whether teachers are 
fit to continue after a preliminary teaching period
if so specified in the contract; unless of course an 
i. sue of freedom of opinion is raised.) 

2. In the elementary and secondary schools like 
freedom and like requirements should hold, allow
ance being made for differences arising from the 
age and maturity of the students. 

If questions should arise concerning the ad
ministration's interpretations of these limitations, 
then a composite jury representing school au
thorities, community opinion, and professional 
opinion should investigate and make public report 
of their findings to the school board with recom
mendation as to appropriate action. If the edu
cational members of the jury do not concur in the 
majority report, they should make public a min
ority report setting forth the reasons for their 
dissent. 

3. In the ou.t-of-school, e:r:pression of o 1n..1uo-n 
and participation in public affairs, teachers should 
enjoy the same freedom as other citizens and pro
fe~sional groups without being called upon to give 
nn accounting of their ,•iews and activities to their 
superiors. Rather than permit fear of antagonizing 
authorities to silence teachers, their participation 
in public affairs should be encouraged and counted 
in their favor so long as it does not adver elv in
flu ence the effectiveness of their classroom t;ach
ing and quality of their research. It is to be under
stood that classroom discussfon should be relevant 
to the subject the instructor is employed to teach. 

4. The same prov1s1on5 hol<l correspondingly 
for the executives of schools and colleges as for 
the teachers in those schools. 

5. Because the effectual educative process itself 
is at stake, the teaching profession at all levels is 
vitally concerned with the matter of freedom of 
teaching and should organize itself appropriately 
to see that the rights of teachers in this regard are 
properly respected. 

Legislative Control of the Curriculum of 
Tax-Supported Schools 

1. The Committee recognizes the legal power of 
the legislature under existing constitutions to con
trol the curriculum, but challenges any unreason
able application of that power. Laws prohibiting 
teaching the theorJ of evolution, for instance, seem 
to the Committee unreasonable. 

2. In the case of public institutions of higher 
education, the same principles already stated 
should apply as in other institutions of this char
acter. 

3. The control of the school curriculum should 
be vested within the educative function. The legis
lature should delegate authority in this matter to 
the State Department of Education which may set 
up minimum requirements, but leave the making of 
the curriculum, so far as it can be made in ad
,·ance, to the school personnel ( officials and teach
ers) working under the local boards of education. 

Religion in the Schools 

1. The separation of church and state is a 
fundamental consideration in determining the is
sues involving religious practices in the public 
schools. 

2. Compulsory Bible-reading, except in educa
tional courses such as comparative religion and 
comparative literature, violates civil liberties prin
ciples by compelling minorities among students to 
listen to the teaching of religious beliefs which 
they do not share. 

Rights of Students in High Schools 
and Colleges 

Students should be permitted to examine and 
openly discuss ideas in a search for truth. This is 
essential if they are to learn to judge for them
selves. Granted freedom of expression, abuses would 
seldom occur. Checks, if necessary, should come 



not from censorship by the faculty but rather from 
pressure by tudent opinion. 

X o disciplinary action should be taken against 
students on account of their religious, social or 
political convictions or activity. Student organiza
tions and publications should be entirely free to 
engage in the discussion of public affairs and edu
cational policy. "Discussion" should be interpreted 
to include various forms of participation in social 
and political movements. Such participation 
should be regarded as a genuinely educational 
function. 

Teachers' Oaths of Loyalty 

The laws requiring special oaths of loyalty from 
teachers place them in a position where their 
critical evaluation of our political and economic 
institutions can be interpreted as disloyalty, espe
cially where such criticism runs counter to the be
lic,f j of legislators or administrators. Experience 
has shown that such oaths are often used as in
struments of intimidation against teachers who 
express unpopular views. In the interest of free 
educational discussion of the problems of Amer-

ican life, such special oaths should be eliminated 
from the statute books wherever they are in force, 
and every movement to extend legi Iation of this 
character should be vigorously opposed. 

Teachers' Organizations 

The enforcement of the foregoing provisions to 
protect for teachers their academic freedom and 
tenure rights is largely contingent upon the exist
ence of strong teachers' organizations able to con
duct a militant defense in behalf of their members. 
Any attempt therefore on the part of legislative 
or administrative authorities to restrict the free
dom of the teachers to organize and control their 
associations and unions constitutes a serious in
fringement of the letter and spirit of this state
ment. In order to prevent unwarranted attacks 
upon their tenure rights, teachers organizations 
should strive to have tenure laws enacted protect
ing them against unju t di missal. Committees on 
academic freedom and national organizations of 
teachers can perform a useful service in striving 
to prevent the nullification of tenure laws in states 
where they haYe been enacted. 
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May 22, 1934 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple, East 105th St. at Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

May I call your attention 

to the fact that you have not filled in the 

enclosed questionnaire Which was sent you 

twice? The pamphlet is being held up until 

,;ze hear from you and one or t\'110 others who 

have not yet responded • Won•t you please 

fill this in and return it today? Thanks • 

Sincerely yours, 

R'lB:RW 
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