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MAin 3126 

LAW OFFICE 
of 

HERBERT L. WRIGHT 
810 CITIZENS BUILDING 

850 EUCLID AVE. CLEVELAND 

Enclosed please find copy of l etter whioh vre propose 
to send to the Governor under the auspices of the American Civil 
Liberties Union, copies going for release to the newspapers. 

~e feel that t r is is an issue which should ~ot be 
ignored and requires concerted effort. 

HLW:R 

The signers so far are o.s follow-s: 

Edgar s. Byers, Attorney 
Hartin McCormick, Attorney 
Stephen J, . Young, form.er Congres~man - ~ J 

Beryl Peppercorn, of the .Amalgamated Clothing 
Workers of .Amerioa. 

s very t/r ly 
---r-.- "f! ,, J 

.,.. ✓I-- ,..,,,. 

ERT L. l~RIGHT 



e protest the action of your Board of Censors in 
banning the motion picture 11 SPJ IU I i F . S". To deny the people 
of Ohio the right to see tr is picture being sho,m in other States 
is a flagr nt violation of civil liberty which should not be tolerated. 

The film depicts the incidents nnd background of the 
struggle of the Spanish Govern.ment, legally and oonstitutionRJly elected, 
a sister Republic enjoying f'rien ly relations nth the Government of the 
United States of .America, in its heroic eff0rts to resist an organized 
invasion of its country. 

. ie, therefore, call upon you, as chief executive of the 
Stnte, to take imraediate action to rescind the order of our Board of 
Censors. 



AMERI~AN 
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REV. JOHN BA YNES HOLMES 
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PROF. IIENllY R. MUSSEY 
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PROF. WILLIAM L. NUNN 
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AMOS PINCBOT 
JliNNETl'E BA.NIIN 
PROF. EDWARD A. RO S 

DEAN ELBERT RUSSELL 
JOHN NEVIN SAYRE 
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PROF. VIDA D. SCUDDER 
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JORN F. I CLAIR 
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ORIIAN M. THOIIA 
EDWARD D. TITl'IIANN 

MILLIE R. TRUMBULL 
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B. CBAllNEY VUDSC& 
GEORGE P, 'WEST 

PETEil WITI' 

L. BOLLING W'ORTB W'OOD 

ETE-DNAL 
VIGILANCE 

II TN& PRICE OS: 
LI BERTV 

CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 

31 UNION SqUARE WEST• NEW YORK CITY 
TO•pkins Sq. 6-4330 

DADDY F. WARD, Chairman • DEi.EX 1•UEl.1•s STOKES. 
JAIHES n. MA UBER~ llT. RE'\·. ED\\-' AUD L. 11 .\llSOXS. 
l ' ic-e•C•airm.-n • B. \\'. UUEDSCU. Trl'a11urer • llOGER • 
BALBWIN, Dir('etor • ARTHUR GAllFIEI.D DA'l· s~ ( '011n11el • 

MORRIS L ERNST, Coran•el • LUCILLE D. lHIL'°EU, Sf>~retary 

March 22, 1937. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
105th Street and Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

In response to numerous requests, we 

are asking a number of our friends throughout 

the country to consent to the use of their names 

for public speeches in their neighborhood on 

aspects of civil liberties. ~e feel confident 

that we can count on you and are therefore taking 

the liberty of using your name in this company. 

Of course, arrangements would be made with you 

in each case to as convenience, fee or lack of 

fee. 

Sincerely yours, 

• 



ulr. Roger l • B ld, n• Director, 
Ame r_can Civil ~lb- t~, Union, 
31 Union S u•re, 
New York, N.Y . 

My de r Mr. Buldwina 

Let me ac no ·led~;e rece:L_ •• of 'our ':ind 
letter of' .:arch 22 in which ., ou inform mo that 
;/ou h. v ,;} ta'~An he libe:"t . .: .Jf ur<int- '.1~· n Me in 
connect! ·n with ?Ublic speeche! which -.n·e to be 
delivnre under th . aus ice of the Civil Lihnr ~ .. £6 

Union . I ould re~ 1Pst t"1 t :; u ,;ithd o. m) n .. e 
from suc!-1 a l:f. '1bve nt?VGr ;' rmi .ted my n·r.te 
to be used in conn ction with on/ 10ctur bur , u 
L nd : do no . _ sh to rnake n:,· exee :Jt:~ ons . 

iith all good ~i~hes, I remain 

AHS 1BK 



I 

Jo many friends and critics 1c.:ve rece;.1tl~ r, ised 1ucstions e1s 

to the • u r no s e !3 o f t 1- e n er i c an Ci v j_ 1 L i 1J e r t i e s U·1 i n i n r c 1 1 ti o r1 t o 

cnrrent issues that rm desi:::"e to mal:e it clear l:eyonJ debLte that t'1e 

,, '>' • Li' }r'lrr ► j t<'.'.' 
- 1 ·"--- ·<.. ... '- J' • 

I t i s i r ~ q 1 ,1 c .-: t J y c i ! c r c. e Q t, l 12d, v-1 c: i i c 8 c t 1 y c r i :--. a i r e c t 1 ~' f • v o r 

the p,Jlitic l or econcnic -·:.u--)os0s of sJnc of thJ:::;e v-;l~ose civil 

r i g ht s ·;1 e •°) r o t e c t . ~ Tlle 1)ersor:ul )Olitical o_:-Jinions of some f our 

office r .;.) are e1lso j_rtentificd ·~i tL t:.e Ui1ior: 1 s .:.Air:Joses . 

It cannot be too stron 0 ly .;J"tiu.ted tl~at the Union is a "united 

f r J n t" of 
1
J er s u i~ s of very v r i e d ...) o 1 i tic a 1 a,·, d e c Jn om i c vi e 'IVs who 

c o u 1 d no t po s ..:J i 1.: 1 y a Lr e a o n an y p r o gr a.·. ex c e ..J t def en ·- e of c i v i 1 

ri gl ts . T he Un i J n ha j no po 1 i ti c 1. 1 or e c on om i c d i re c t i o n w at eve r ; 

no connec tio1 directly or i:1directl.,7 wit~1. any ..,olitical •a rty or 

ec::ui.omic movemei":t; . d no bias exce~t to protect o rderly and 

pe .ceful progres;.'.) tL1rough the exercise of traditionr.l /""me rican civil 

• 1 t r 1 :.,; 11 s . 

The Union i,.. tcr ;_Jrets the ·.> ill of ~'ig1t.;_) as it 1.vas originally 

intended; 

not associated with 3.c ts of violence or direct inciteme ts to vio-

1 enc e . ·ve dra t· e line \"vLcre t~1e co rts dre'."{ it for a cantury -

b0t~·een wo rd ci.nd eed . ·,;'e do not , of course, inclnde ",i thin the 

free s pcec.1. 1)rotcctio. iJerse>.1al libel r slander . 

arc solely to protect the agitatio r1 of u'.Jlic issues and the guar· n­

t o e c 0 f J.J e r son a 1 1 i be r t • s et f or t 1 i i1 t he a i 11 of ih g '-1 t s . 

(more; 



·:·e hear complaints that the i)t.; rsonuol of the Ci vi 1 Liberties 

Union is too radical for its pur~)oces , ad that the defense of 

Americcn pri nciples would be ~etter carried on bJ persons none f 

w ho m a r e i de n t i f i e d rv i t h ::i u y r n di ca 1 {) o 1 i t i ca 1 pl i 1 o s op hy . T ha 

obvious ans "Jer to that er i ti cism is tl at an ii clus i ve or ganiza ti on 

is bound to nur.ibe r ar:ionc its activ~ r.10rn1.)ers those v-,.1:10 have a ra.di-

cal econo1 ic outl oo~~ . :J '.J t t 1 e C i v i 1 L i 1J er t i e s Un i o I w o u 1 d no t 

o n 1 :· ,n e 1 c on e t ho rn or -3 a c t i v e co o 
1

..1 a r ::i. t i o n of o t he r s :: ho have a di f -

fer0t1t outlook , but would at any tir,1J so r eo r ganize its )ersonnel 

as to put s~ch ~ersJ~s into ~ositions of official res;onsibility . 

Ai.1 ~- examii1c. tion of t' e ~)ublic )r on our ceruents of .,_)er sons in beh 1f of 

unfettered der oc r ac.,1 will s1-io·:~ t'1-,.t very fe , r.. sidc fro. t : ose 

Indeed , it is becoming almost tbe f- shi'J~l in the L1ited States as 

elsGVi her0 t o L1'Jel fort:·1rizht defenders of der,1ocrac~ l.s " Cot.imunist,.. " . 

Re a c t i o n make s 1 i t t 1 o d i .:1 t inc t i on 'vet \ 1 e G n C o 1ilm u n i s r. a r d u fl o 1 i ti c a 1 

dem J cracy •:,hich may te u::icd to ·Jrori ote t~ e ri 6 hts . .1nd po::cr of tr e 

nas. es against ·• rivileged r o~c.rty i 1tcrests . 

Li bcrties Union a r .J its willin r~ ness to tlefe.1d t!.ose wl o do not 

es;ousa pr ogressjv~ cause □ . T. ,_, U 1io11 --as i GVcr failed to co1i1e to 

It l:~s defet1ded the ri .;:;.ts Jf t ·11;; 'u l lux Klan to hold 

it ~oteste agai~Jt a 3enate Com~ittee ' s 

sei.-.u r c of private telegrams ?ent b.' utility com11anies and their 

agents and L1 eed 1·y tlat arch- a· olo .;ist for Fascism , ·-.illi ·1 

Randolph rearst . It ht s on occasio.1 • r-:. t c ted t ht.; r i ,:f1ts of ra c 

and file tr de unio. worl~ers o. . ainst tyrannical offici ls . It 

~ould )r ote ct , if occa.:;iion rGquirecl , as j_t do0s not , t e right s of 

- 2 - (more) 



non-union orkers . It does not prot~ct Jr condone viole~c 

orGanized laoor nor intimido.tio·1 of noi -union workers . 

The Civil LiJerties Union is not org2niz d to 
.I. 
,rotect t e 

rights of property . That protection '2.s 1 othing to do 1.ith ti1e 

maintenance of democratic ~roccJsos . .. Even though the enjo;ment ~f 

roperty LJ a constitutional ri.:,ht, the Civil Liberties Union does 

not ~rotcct all constitutional rights . 

order for any organization of citizens . 

It ~ould bo too large an 

It is 3aid that tt1e defenders of civil li bert, condemn Fa -

cism but do not equully coi1demn Co,i~munism . • ' ti 1' • • 1e n . e term "Fa.sci r. " 

is used in such a se~1sc , it is to descriJe the re 1)r~ssive measures 

t he t i c w i th i ts c, b j e ct i v e s . If Comn~nista enga~ed in such re -

pressive tactics in the United States , \;G v.ould condernn them equally . 

The record sho~s that Americ n Communist'"' o n CJ t . ···c usG the words 

"Fascism " and "Commu.1is:i1 11 only in r2f~rl3nce to Americ ~~n condition.;) . 

The Civil Lib er ties r ~1 i o 1 r i 11 w 0 1 c om e an '· c r i t i c i s n o r ,., 

comment t ilding to show t'1:t t~w n'-1.tional offic~ or any of its local 

branches throughout tha countr·,· 112.vc f i lee t o c c118rc strictly to --­

neutral and dis .Jassiorr te int1:: r .Jretutj_on of the dcf0ns0 of civil 
~ ~ 

• e r e c o g~ i ... e , as do r. o s t 0 f t 1 0 def .) n de r s of c iv i 1 1 i be r t y , 

that strict ad.1erence to im 1)artial d~fe~1se of all 'lihose r ights are 

attacked - ithout the slightest sur 1Jicion of favoritism - is the 

o n 1 y ba s i s on 'h hi c h a n v r i g ht s ca 11 gen u i 1 e 1 ;; be ) r 0 t e c t ed . 

.. ., 'I : , I I I II ' , 

;;= 1(1/ If II•, , /{ 

- 3 -



AEE::.-::i:CAi1 CIVIL LI mRTIE3 U~~IOr 

STA1Ei-21 T OF THE ciOARD OF uIRECTORS 
OF THE ?RO-)OSEJ REFOJ.1I ~ S Il~ TLi ?Z RSO~·Ji'iE i., 
A~:j) ?O .. .'ER ~ OF TT:E U·. ITZD :JTAT.:Z ~ SU?R~::E 

COURT 

F'c..rch , 1937 

In :1 n e ff or t to d c term i 110 t b.e e ff e ct o n c i vi 1 1 i b er t i es of the 

various propos:1.ls m.1.de concernii.1g the :Jcrsonncl ~:.:1d )O:,ers of tha 

Su rerne Court of tbe Uni t vd S t ates , the Boc..rd of Directors of the 

Union consult8d Q number of eminent l~wyers ~nd ~ few l~ymen 

quo. l if i e d to s ~:> c n' ~. 

The issue 0 i:1volvi11 6 tll8 court ' ::: powers ··ver0 1Jut in the 

follo 1:;ing form ,rior t.o t .ic ~ilr:ounco□ ent of t~1e ir \.,sidcnt ' s pro ­

pos~l , with the results i~dic~ted . 

1 T~e court is to ba deJrived of ... 
a ll power to decl2re ~cts of 
Congres s un-constitution~l , b~t 
its ~Jo",er with r0g~:rd to st2.."Le 
legisl2tion ~ill r0m~in unim-
1)2'. ired . ...................... . 

2 The court is to be deprivec of 
~11 po~er to decl~re unconsti ­
tution~l o.ny 1~ ws , ~hether of 
Congress or of the stQtcs ..... 

3 Any lnw of Congress sh~ll ~e 
considered constitutiono.l if 
it le~st two of th8 judc~~ so 
find . .................. . ..... . 

4 C o 11 Gr c s s s t:" 11 '"'. v e t ' e ,.1 o r~ e r 
~y two - thirds votes to ov0rride 
specific decision decl~rinG 
1 '"' v'\! s t o 'J e -n c o n s t i t u t i o .. 1 a. 1 . . . 

5 The ~rocess of "mendment s :1· 11 
be ra~dc e~siar ~y r0cuirin~ 
.J. 1J J._, r o v- 1 b ) c.. m :J. j o r i t ~, of t l 0 

votes c~st ~t ~ refe r en dum 
inste2d of ~~9 r ov~l by threo -
fourt of t hu st~ te s ......... . 

l- o t 
cl ,J.nJe ro us 
to civil 
libertie..., --

1 Vote 

1 Vote 

3 Vote . .:i 

2 Vo tc s 

5 Votes 

(mo re) 

Dc.nger ous 
to civil 
li be rt ie s 

5 Votes 

6 Vo tos 

3 Votes 

4 Votes 

2 Votes 
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6 T 1e due proccs,:; cl· u:e of '.Joth 
the Fifth and F o rte en th 
. m 0 n dm en ts s h:i. 11 be re - 1,, r i t t e n 
so ~s to resLrict their appli­
c~tion to proc0dural m~tters , nt 
the sl- ne time mo.l·ing ex_pressly 
binding on the st2.tes b~sic civil 
rigl ts, suci1 ~.s fre2dom of s)~ech , 
et C ••••• • ••• ; . • ••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 5 Votes 1 Vote 

Some of the replies on the votes '"'bove "'.er qu0.lified . Ii 

the vote on o . 6 , th1J consult~nt who thoup)!t there r::.: sor.rn d1.nger 

to civil lib rties s'"'id "Sorr!ev;ho.t , ~nless 0xtrei·ciely c2.refully phras ­

e d , " thus 1 e ..., v i n: c. 2r c. c t i c a 11 y u : ::. 1 i li1 o us v o t e o ~1 t h··: t pr o p o s it ion • 

In the li~ht of t11es(; r0turns , ~-hich re_present t e best 

c..v"ilc.ble opiriion of rl;prescnt .:i. tivv c.ut horitios Oi civil li'...;_~rtiGs, 

the Civil Li~:;erties Union c :.n o.) viousll t:--.t-:e no officic..l position . 

It is evident th2..t no forr:iulc.tion of oJ._,inioi r~ould ex..,ress a.nJ•ti ing 

but the s .. :ie cul:ttions of tho se co ·1sulted c..s to tl1E: 1Jrob~.b1c l,f~ ... ct of 

one reform or ~notber . 

pcrson11el of t'1;.::; court in the ov0nt t!:2 t jt d2Gs re ::.c11ing 70 do not 

"J .o ,.,.~ re c 0·1 ~ ulted - l .I • 

proJo~~l ~ould h~ve ~ny affects on tte ~rot0ction of civil liberties 

by tho court , ;.i.7d .s to \: c. t ,..~ch effects ri1ig. t ')-3 . 

In vi0v· of 

r it i cs , the Ci vi 1 

~ n y of t lle i s sue s . 

co.1flicting opinion.:.., fror.1 cor:-ipetl..!nt "..Utho­

ibertiv s Union \" ill t;.:~e no J.,osition 1hc..tev0r on 

f'"'.c tu:,.l st~..,_tvr,1ent in re':: .... rd to t~1e court ' s .__, 

record in the otc;ction of civil ri~L.ts ::ill be ~r~pc.red for the 

US-.; of our frivnds vho rn.:-. c~rc to cx _resf: tl1cm::clvcs parson~1.lly . 

I( '( 'l 'I '! I' tt • rt,, ,r ,, ,nt ,r 
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UNITED PALES'::INE .APPEAL OF GREATE::- NE1:l YORK 

TO: Mr. Henry Hontor 
From: Mr. Samuel Blitz 

REPORT OF C"~.MP.~IG:J .ACTIVITIES ---·---

* ESTIMATED INCOME FROM SEC11IOrJS ORGiiliiZE.D 

MA.NHATT.AN 

BRONX 

BROOKLYN 

L0riG ISLAND 

RICHJ.OND 

WESTCHESTER 

Inwood 
Washington Heights 
West Sido 
Yorkville 
East Side 

TOTAL 

$2,000 
4,000 

35,000 
15,000 

3,000 

:Brownsville & East New York $10,000 
Eastern Parkway 
~lillin..rnsberg 
Bensonhurst 
Borough Pn.rk 
Occru1 Front & Sc~ Gato 
Flatbush 
Mru1hat tan Bc:i.cr.. 
South Brooklyn & Bey Ridg~ 

I, unaronl.,ck 
!~ount Ver:::ion 
New Rochelle 
Ossining 
Peekskill 
Fort Chester 
To.rrytown 
~hit e Plains 
Yonkers 

TOTAL 

$ 500 
10,000 

8,500 
300 
350 

1,200 
500 

6,500 
3,000 

15,000 
3,000 

15,000 
10,000 

5,000 
20,000 

3,000 
2,000 

$59,000 

30,000 

83,000 

50,000 

1,000 

TOT.l\L 30 , 8 50 

$ 253,850 
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EST! f.ATED L COME FROM TRADES ORGANIZED 

Accountants 
Advertising 
Ailusements 
Associations 
Bankers & Brokers 
Book Publishers 
Children's & Infant's Wear 
Cleaners & Dyers 
Cloaks, Suits & Dresses 
Coal & Fuel 
Communal Workers 
Corsets 
Dental Supplies 
Dentists 
Diamonds & Jewolry 
Educators 
Food 
Florists 
Forwarding & Shipping 
Furniture 
Furs 
Governmental & Civil Sorvic0 
Hardware & Eouscfurnis' ings 
Insurance 
Interior Decorators 
Hosiery & Knit Goods 
Ladies Underwear 
Laundries 
Lawyers 
Leather Goods 
Lrunps & Lighting Fixtures 
Liquor 
Men's Clothing 
Men's 'Wour 
4illincry 
.ortici~ns & :--tin rul Parlors 

Notions & ~ovclties 
Or g,::m i z t1. ti o ns 
Paints, Oils & Chemicals 
Paper, Twine, fQp r Boxes & Supplies 
Pawnbrokers 
Fhotogrnphcrs 
Fhysici ns 
Frintors, Binders & Stationers 
Renl Estate 
Scrap 4ctal 
Second Hand Apparel 
Shoes & Boots 
Signs 
Spcrting Goods, Bndios & Refrigerators 
Surgiccl Supplies 
Textilos 
Theatrical Costumes & SuppliGs 
Umbrellas & Canes 
Waste 

TOTAL 

$5,000. 
7,500 

25,COO 
- ,coo 

50,000 
2,000 

10,000 
2,000 

50,000 
3,000 
2,000 
4,000 
ls5CO 
5,000 
6,000 

10,000 
30,000 
1,000 
2,500 

25,000 
25,000 

3,500 
1,000 
2,000 

500 
10,000 

5,000 
5,000 

26,000 
12,000 

4,000 
50 ,000 
25,000 
15,000 

7,500 
1,000 

10,000 
10,000 
15,000 

8,000 
1,s,...o 
2,000 

12,000 
2,s ·o 

20, 00 
4,000 

5 0 
3,0CO 
l,OCO 
5,0CO 
1,000 

20,000 
500 
500 

1,500 
$ 551,0GO 
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ESTIMATED !NCO !E FROM SFECIAL GIFTS 
$100,000 

ESTIMATED INCOME FROM \7O11.EN'S DIVISIO :r 5u,ooo 

ESTIMATED IUCO ,m FROU JUNIOR DIVISIO_r 
5,000 

• ESTIMATED INCOME FROr JEHISH N.Al'IOril Fmm 
$100,000 

ESTIMATED INCO}!E FROM "MIGHT OF STARS" 
50,000 

ESTIMATED TOTAL INCOME $ 1,109,850.00 

* The estimated incomes in this ruport are based on preliminary 
report~ received from sections n d trades that mvc boon 
orgn.nized to dato. 

The increase over last year's receipts in tho estimated income 
from the Jowish national Amd is based on plc.ns for a. special 
Bazo.ar and To.g Day~ uhich the Neu York U.F.A. staff is now 
for .mlo.tL1g. 



-, STATE I~NT ON SO - CALLE0 SIT- JONN 
ANJ STAY - IN STRIKES 

ADOPTED BY 

THE NATIONAL COI-.IfoITTEE OF THE 
M:ERI CAi CIVIL LI BZRT I.2:3 UNION 

April , 1937 . 

The new tactic follo wed by both strike.rs and the unemployed in 

occupying places of em ployment and public offices as a form of protest 

and pressure raises questions on which the champions of civil rights 

are sharply divided . The vnrious arguments ~re here set forth in 

order to indicate the complex character of tbz issue and to define the 

relation of the American Civil Li~)er t ies Union to it . 

Many of our friends dismis.J &11 t les e sit-down and stay-in strike s 

as a simple issue of tres Jas s, involving 01ly property rights ~i th 

hich the American Civil Liberties Union is not concerned. But a 

contrary view is expressed by m~ny that other issuds than trespass 

are involved . They point out that when the unemployed occupy public 

relief offices or legislative halls , they are exercising what seem 

to them to be rights of access to a public place with which their 

interests are vitally concerned. They point out further that ?he n 

sit - down str iker.s have occupied plants only during their working 

hours , repeating the tactic on subsequent d~ys , no issue or · t ~0spass 

has been raised and no process of law has jet been invoked . 

The main issue arises 
' 

of course , whe n strikers continue to 

occupy plants after working hours . Injunctions h ve been is sued 

against them . Arrests have been ma.de for tre3 pa ss . Legislative 

proposals attempt to make such forms of trespass felonies or go 

further by making :failure to give se ve ral days ' notice to strike a 

crime . Threats are frequently m~dc of the use of private violence 

or of the military power of the state to ject such strikers . Issues 
(more) 
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of civil liberty are obviouslJ involvGd in some of theoe methods of 

dealing with the problem. 

Occupation of compo.n..7 property by striking rvorkers rais es 

highly debatcble questions in u field in Yhich public policy is 

obviously yet to be determined. Sit-down strikers usuc..lly maint2.in 

that they nre "not sitting on company property, they are sitting on 

their jol:s,"' .,nd nssert a "property interest" in their jobs. They 

liken the procedure to a form of pick~ting, maint ining that the 

ln\J once held both i cket inc ~ .. : tr~ e unions to be illegCl.l, ...,nd 

nrguing that the 12.w m...,y come :..round to the recognition un er eiven 

c i r cum s t..., n c e s of t he i r r i g ht t o rem n in p e a. c e f u 11 y a. t t he i r p 1 :::i. c e s 

of 1 orl<. P.ow fo.r the law may hold th:it l:::i.bor relntions c..re subject 

to public regul.J.tion 2nd therefore whether such a tci.ctic mit;ht be 

recognized in nny circumstances is still, of course, c.. m~tter of 

speculation. 

Contrary arguments :> re cor.monly ndv.:i.nced ng~~inst the t::.ctic 

on grounds which in principle he!.ve some r c lat ion to the democr..., tier 

process. It is pointed out that the sit-down t~ctic enables n 

minority of wo rkers to deny rights to a m~jority and th:::i.t in a public 

service industry n small minority rnny cripple service essenti 1 to 

n VJhole community. They point out further th t the t---ctic may be 

used by irresponsible elt3monts a.gainst tr'"'de unions themselves. 

The chief concern of tne Civil Liberties Urion in relation to 

industri~l conflict is to keGp op n the pr ~ces ses of discussion and 

nesoti"'tion ..1s ngainst coercion and violei.lce. Thnt is the heart of 

the civil liberties doctrine. The Civ11 ·,Libertics Union ho.s always 

opposed use of force or violence in industri 1 conflict on the side 

of emp loyers or strikers nnd the use of e xc ess ive force by public 

authorities in making arrests. It is not always easy to dra~ the 

line bet een reason ble nnd unreasonable use of the power of the 
(more) 



• --3-

p,olice, CJ.nd each set of circumst~nces must therefore bo judged 

s9--pc.ra.tely . OrdinCJ.rily wa.ys c ~1n be found to enforce the lu.vir. w.ithout 

paying the price of bloodshed for such t::ictics ~s the peCtceful 

occupation of plnces of e,iiploymei·t . 

It is obviously in tt.0 public interest to hc.ve the conflict 

between labor and cupit~l handl~d by ttG process of discussion and 

negotiation r a ther than complicated by tne hasty and ill-advised 

use of the poi.~, or of the po 1 ice. 

The Civil Lib e r ti es Uni o n w i 11 act on 1 y to l{ee p op en tho cha nn e 1 s 

of org2..nizntion and negotiation, to mc.intain into.ct the ri cht to 

strike and in particular cases to p rote st a~d take 3. ction ~gainst 

unnecessrli·y force or violencG 1 by whomev0r employed . 

###:/1### 



Friends: 

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 
31 Union Square Wed 

NEW YORK CITY 

..... .UC, 

July 24, 1937 

The Senate Committee on Civil Liberties 

has exhausted the $40,000 appropriated last winter 

for the continuance of the committee's work. On a 

total of $55,000 the committee has done the most 

significant job ever done in exposing violations of 

civil liberties in industrial conflict. 

Their work is only ?artially done. Tho 

committee is as ''ing for ;50,000 more to continue 

its job . The request for the appropriation is be­

fore the Committee of Audit and Control headed by 

Senator James F. Byrnes of 3outh Carolina. 

May we request that you write promptly to 

Senator Byrnes, and if possible to your own senators, 

urging that the work of this com1i1i ttcc be supported 

by a new approJriation? 

Sincerely yours, 

RNB:MH 


