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Central Synagogue of Nassau County

RABBI ROLAND B. GITTELSOHN
S09% FARILE AVENDE
LYNBROOK, LONG ISLAND, N. Y




December 2, 1938

Rabbl Roland B. Gittelsohn

Central Synagogue of Nassau County
301 Terle Avenue,

Lynorook, Long Island, N.Y,

Dear habbi Gittelsohn:

¥r. Britchey has referred your letter of Novembor
29 to me because you question a matter of policy on which, 1
have no doubt, many of our friends feel profoundly.

We would welcome from you or any one a suggestion
as to how you could sufficiently accomplish the result you
aim at without endangering everybody's rights, For 1f the
precedent you propose is laid down, any adminisirative officer
or prosecutor can cdetermine for himself what is racial or
religious prejudice and act to deny any minority its liberties,

Further as regards the Mineola meeting of the Bund,
may I say that you arec adopting exactly the argument used by
Hayor Hague in denying to the CIO and Civil Liberties Union their
rights to meet and speak in Jersey City., The same argument is
commonly used against the Communists,

As %o the use of public buildings, that is a
slightly different matter, yet one on which any discrimination
because of doctrines would eventually create the precendents by
which any unpopular group could be denied the use of a school
building or a public auditorivm. In general practice, it would
strike far harder at the liberties of Communists, CIO and others
unpopular with the authorities,

The enclosures may be of some interest to you,

Sincerely yours,




Pecember 2, 1928

noger N, Baldwin, Director
American Civil Liberties Union
31 Union Square liest,

New York, N.Y.

M; dear Mr., Baldwin:

I am enclosing herewith a copy o letter

&
which I received from Rabbi Roland B, Gittelsohn
of the Central S; nagogue of Nasezu Count;. I have

been receiving csimilar letters from other sources.

L R

should like to have your r=action to
this letter.

Very cordially yours,




AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION
31 UNION SQUARE WEST
NEW YORK CITY

.,e‘.lw

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Rabbi Silver:

On March 4th next the Americam Civil Liberties
Union and associated orgenizations will hold in
New York a Sesquicentennial Celebration of the Bill
of Rights. March 4th is the date of the opening of
the Congress in 1789 which submitted the Bill of
Rights to the states. The object of the Celebra-
tion is to arouse a greater national interest in
the practical aspects of the Bill of Rights today.
Similar celebrations will be held in the leading
cities,

we are inviting a group of national sponsors
to endorse the general purpose of the Celebration
through use of their names, ue cordially invite
you to be one of them, we trust that we may have
the privilege of your acceptance either by air
mail or wire collect.

We are on behalf of the Orgamnizing Committee,

Sincerely yours,
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Col, william J. Ddoxovan




January 27, 1239

American Civil Libe ti s Union
Z1 Union Square Wes

Now Yori, B.Y.

t

Centlemens

In reply to your letter of
Januar; 18, reguesting me to rerve &s a
sponsor for the Cfescuicentc nnidl Celebrution
of the Bill of Rights, permit me to say thet I
shall be very heppy to serve in that capacity

wishes, I remain

Very comdially yours,




AMERICAN CiviL LIBERTIES UNION

31 Union Sgquare West * New York City

GRamerey 7-4330
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DR. GEORGE W. KIRCHWEY the Annual leeting of the Union in February you
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the contrary.
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ANTI-NAZI BILL

Memorandum on Senate Bill #1163 (int,.160)
Schwartzwald -

To amend the Penal Law in relation to
hostility against people by reason of
race, color or religion,

Senator Schwartzwald's bill is a duplicate of a measure enacted
in the State of New Jersey last year, and is the most comprehensive
cf the so-called anti-Nazi bills. If enacted it would add some hall
aozen new ofienses to our Penal Law carrying penalties up to three
years in prison, The new crimes would be.

I. To write anything which incites, counsels, promotes, or advc-
cates hatred or violence or hostility aszinst a group of persons in
this state Ly reason of their race, color or religion; to have such
rovision in the by-laws of an organization; to produce a picture,
ohotogranh or emblem, etc, having such effect,

2e To possess literature, a constitution and by-laws above
cribed or a picture, emblem, etc, naving such effect.

3¢ To display an emblemn, picture, etc, having such effect.
4, To make a speech having such eiffect,

5 To permit the use of a building for a meeting where any
t12 above provisions are violated,

6. To speak over the radio or to permit a radio station to
u3scd for a speech where these provisions are violated,

A a2 ’ . 2 ’ As 4 . 4 - A
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I. The bill violates our constitutional rirht of freedom of
speechs It is well settled that freedom of speech means more than free-
dom from censorship and speech nay not be punished or interdicted
except under limited circumstances. The or1n01ple has been established
that the test in all cases is whether there is "a clear and present
danger" to the existing order. In the lancuage of Justice Oliver

Wendell Holaes:

"While that experiment (the Constitution) is part of

our system I tiink that we should be eternally vigilant
against attempts to check the expression of opinions

that we loathe and believe to be fraught with death,
unless they so imminently threaten immediate interfer-
ence with the lawful and nressing purposes of the law
that an innediate check is required to save the country,"

The present aneasure entirely ignores this test in its swee ing
timitations on free discussion oi matters affecting race and religion,

(more)




-2- Anti-Nazi Bill - Memorandum on Senate Bill #163,

2+ The bill establishes no definite test of guilt, What con-
stitutes advocacy of hatred or violence or hostility is so vacue tnatl
any outspaken criticism could be construed to fall within its terms,
The borderline between hostility and hatred is ephemeral., Even pre=-
diction of a future revolution has been held to be the advocagy of
violence, Such lack of a definite criterion of guilt is fatal to
penal legislation and for this reason the present bill would be uncon-
stitutional,

3, The bill constitutes & potent danger to its proponents, There
is no question that this bill has been sponsored in an attempt to cw'db
Nazi activities in this State., It is not surprising that organizations.
fearful of the growth of Nazi propa~anda in this country, should
support laws aimed at suppressing it, Even under normal conditions it
is natural to desire the muzzling of one's enemies. Nevertheless, the
till is objectionable, Not only does it violate the American tradi=-
tion of freedom of speech and of the press but it will, beyond ques-
tion, accomplish a result directly opposite to that for which it was
intended,

The only prosecutions to date under such laws has borne out
this prediction, Under the New Jersey daw the first person arrested
was not a Nazi but a member of the sect ofJehovah's Witnesses, This
man was prosecuted for circulating tracts attacking Foman Catholics.
The sponsors of this law realizing that the law had failed in its
ou'pose, were prompt to quash the proceedings,

The same effect would undoubtedly follow in this State and would
~-cate a weapon more dangerous in the hands of the minority that it
seeks to suppress, than in the hands of its sponsors,

NEW YORK CITY CIVIL LIBZRTIES
COIMITTEE

3l Union Square West

New York City
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ATHLETIC EQUIPMENT ~— RADIO

GAMES, NOVELTIES, EDUCATIONAL TOYS
J.S.NEWMAN, PRESIDENT NEWMAN-STERN BUILDING.
A.S. NEWMAN, SEcy-TREAS
EAST TWELFTH ST. AT WALNUT AVE

CLEVELAND. O.

June 14, 1939

kabpbi Abba Hillel Silver
10311 Lake Shore Blvd.,
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Ravbbi Silver:
Do you know about the meeting which we are holding next

Tuesday night, June 20, at tne City Club to re-estavlish
the local chapter of thne American Civil Livberties Union?

Wwe're bringing Loger Baldwin on from New York and among

those who will be there are such liverals as Ed Byers,
Marvin Harrison, Elizabeth licGee, kussell Chase, Alfred
Benesch, Reverend Dillworth Lupton, and others.

Since the group is interested in civil and religious
liberties, you will no doubt be Keenly interested and
may want to attend. If so, will you please let me know?
The dinner charge is §1.00 per plate and both men and
women will be there.

oincerely yours,
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June 16, 1089

ir, Joe Newman

The Newnan-Stern Co.

Bagt 12th St. 2t #alnut Ave.
Cleveland, Ohio

My dear Mr. Newmang

Thark you so much for your kind letter
June Mth., I am leaving the city Sunday evening w
my family for New York and I will therefore not b
to attend the meeting on Tuesday, Tune 20t",

I wish you every success.

Most cordially youre,




